CHAPTER -9
COMPOSITIONS OF GURUS
A TREASURE OF JAIPUR GHARANA

Jaipur Gharana is like a ocean having numerous varieties of compositions by
various Gurus and hence rightly said, R & I CicH i Every guru and artiste

has unique and peculiar style of composing the bandishes. Every composition has a
wide variation of different and complicated rhythmic patterns. The bols or the
syllables of different patterns like Pakhawaj, Tabla, Natwari Bol that are interwoven
into the technical aspects like Paran, Lamchad Paran, Paramelu, Amad, composed in
different Jatis and Yatis that are the hallmark of this Gharana. The bandishes are also
composed in various unusual, complicated and rarely performed taals like Dhamar,
Savari, Rudra, Jhaptaal, Rupak and many more. The dancers of Jaipur Gharana have

that strength and caliber to perform on these compositions with taiyari and at ease.

Apart from nritta portion, the Gurus were equally sensible of composing the
lyrical aspect of Kathak i.e. Kavitt anga, Thumri, Pada, Bhajan. The compositions of
this various Gurus like Pandit Narayan Prasad, Pandit Sundar Prasad, Pandit
Chiranjilal, Pandit Gauri Shankar, Pandit Sundarlal Gangani, Pandit Kundanlal
Gangani are preserved as a treasure in the truest and original form that are still
performed by many Kathak dancers and also taught at different levels in Universities,

Colleges, Institutions and Kendras.
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