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THE OUTLLINE OF THE RESEARCH

Antxoduction

The Chaptexr I presented ‘bha vardous aspects of folk
songs and Chapter II presented the review of related literae
tupe which helped in' defining the present study and its
methodologys THé present study deals with the specific

_ folk songs as stated in the mext chapter IV under caption

¥ Pregsentation of Data on Bengali Folk Song". This study

is a survey in the documents in terms of printed materials

. relating to the seclected folk songs. Careful analyes had

been made for :E‘:x.nding out the plaee of origin and the period
o:ﬁ' development o:i‘ each of the folk songs, their gpecific
characteristics, musioal instruments and dresses used by

the singerg, the, ppplﬂa.r artiatgl :l.n the folk songs and in

_identifying the music¢al measures which are usuably used in

differen'b folk songs.

The. present Chapter III deals with the captions vig,
statement of the problgm, objectives of the study, the need
of the.study and the methodology of the studys.

Statement of the Problem 3

The. sta.tgameht of ' the present research study reads as,

* A Study of *Folkséngs in Bangladéah"";i‘
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kﬂﬁs é Qg ga_.g Study s

1 « To detem:me the place of orig:.n a.nd the- pemod of

' devel opment of i‘olksongs.

2. To- :!.den‘iz..;t‘y the musn.cal instruments and dresses used .
- | dn fallgaongsx‘
35 To enalyse the content of the folksongsy
¥y To identify the popular artists in fbl}iécmgaa
5+ .7To identify the musical measures which are used
in different; fdiksénés. L . ) _
6y To analyse the relationship between folksongs and

scriptural songs. )

by The Neegd of thg Studx T

Folkculture is the piatureaque of lifa in auy human
socie'ky. In otnerwords 'hhe philosophy of l.ife has been
refleated very nicely through the folksongs. £o there is

‘ tremendous need for scientific investiga,tion ‘of - the folksongs

in Bengall 1iterature’o L

Bangladesh is,maj.nly a 1;éiy ul}ig iriliagé. Though towne

. centrod’ civilizévbioﬁ; i’lé.s ,Beeﬁ originated since midecentury
'yet Bangladesh has no'b fm.ly been flourished in th:!.s regard.

As a reault, t:i.ll toda}' the- oulture of Bangladesh :Lndn.ca.'be



‘ nationa;t tradi‘bion.
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rural centred cultu‘re. Therefore. there is no other alter=

: native to gtudy folkaongs other than the folk tradition,

The nafmral env:x.ronmen‘b o:E' folksongs completely baged on
rural .society, I‘or these reasons this type of investigation
is _gég oiuy purposive but 1% is the investigation of our

LN

’!‘he Bangladeshies have expréssed their thoughts through

different (songs. "So, t0 express the Bangladeshies tradition

‘ ‘

+

and enlture the need of folksongs are much.‘, There\are various

Peasons, to investigate mx folkstmgs oi’ our country.

0

: From a: :E‘aa:' past. ‘many tribes and na'bions used to. come

* t0 Bengal and gradually they permanently settled their habiw

tegi;io;z; h}e;;e‘.; .ﬂmqng; them the vDrabirs. ‘Aryans, Mungals,
Tibbetans, . Bame'e;_é, Augtraloids and Negrotos are miin, Later
they came to association with the Avab, the Pathsn, the

’J.‘urkish, the Britz.sh. *bhe France, and the Dutch. As a result
i:he cultures. of dn.:t‘ferent races combinedly oreated a m:.xed

cul ture :!.n Bengali 8o :I.t‘w:l:l.l :be possible to present the
history of our vc'ul'bure through‘ such an investigatioh. . Dife
ferent religioné‘ :élsa entered into ouy country from outside

of Bengals: Among ‘these veligions Jain, Budha, Hindu and g\

Islag are n‘lha:i.n._'x ;-Imf these religions have s‘fp:'read thelr influences
18 @efférent rogtons of DengdlIits avcount darnos.bs determined
with the‘reéeérchfdoné'on it. dﬁly fhgre is a’good way %o '
evaluate ﬁhe‘infiﬁénces of~religions'thfpugh an investigation

on the folkculturés.



Now in Banglade.,h a state plan has been taken for

"hhe regional de\relopment through regionas.& plans. In this

o regard tvo types-of . survey are needed as a precondition

) :E‘or a regional plany, . '.I‘ne surveys ave .t (1) National data

) )survey and (i:i.) Cultural data surveys Thex_'e is a scope for

5l
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the colleci;ion of data regarding folksong;s. As folksongs

........

are the picturasqe of a specifie region hence the behaviour,

18

‘ att:ltudes etc. ef peaple ei‘ tha.t regione flourished through
R . the folksongs. Foa: a regiona.l plan the data. which are needed

Cmay be obtained: é‘rcm such’ “a, s#udya $G an investmgation on

folksongs has a sufi‘ica.ent need in eountry. n this regard

b

'the role of i‘olksongs :i.s much :meortant to promote our

national plans. such as; publicity about fam:i.ly planning.

eradica.tion of iiliteracy, green revclution, ‘etce _So to

"conduct a research on, folksongs not only have a theoretical

value bﬁt also have a pragma'&ic Valueo ’lh:ls pieae of study
is the. pa.oneer worlc :m its approach :i.n Bangladea‘n hence it
may. be expected 'Ehat 'bhis sf;udy w:i.ll be helpful to £il1’ up
some o:t’ the ga:ps in the f:?.eld of’ researeh on’ folksongs. It
may. be mentioned h.ere thai: this study was kept 1imited within
the. politioal perifary of Bangladesh; |

lma\»l

AOGOrd:i.ng 0 the ob;ject:i.ves the proeedures which .‘nave

been used in’ the present s'budy are disouased with following

o [



ai ‘Data Collection i
v sm:*vey has been made For the collection of
! releVant da*La with regard to i‘alksongs £rom different
books, ‘Journals, avazla.ble in d:.f:f‘erent .‘!.ibraries. I'(:.
L8 worth mentlon:mg Here., tha'b no research study was
i‘mmduspec:i:a;tly done m&Bengali folksortgs. - But a good
| number, of_t;vooks aind grticles were found- ::fegarqiing
Bengali folkséngs, folkliberature agd.-_fol_kc‘ul’tﬁuxq from
where most of -the data were ccl-l'ec:b‘_e'd."-j; From these
sources it was very difficult to colle¢t suffigient
data ,fsii the explanation of folksongs satisfactorily.
| For the purpose; the researcher hed to discuss with
| experts, artists and some eminent scholar devotees in
folksongsy o |
- Most of | the date were.found in the libraries of \
;t)‘,ollawin'g. o:_c‘gan:}.;sajbions 4 such as, Bangla ég:‘;gdgxyy:,
.Bangladesh. sz;;:ipa;gala . Aoadequ,“-\l*‘o;k.f!.'dir'e, Research Institute,
‘Lalon Academy, Shanti Niketon; Dhaka University; the |
M.Se Univers:ifb& of ‘Baroda, ‘Baroda Mysic- Colleges' Beyond
. these. from di:f'i‘erent public book 'stalls and pr¥ivate - -
colleetions Of some- personnel data were ‘collected through
personal contach. with the r esearchers.
In some cases' the researcherhad o take iij:‘hve_
:Qp;!.n;i.dns £from the collections, i éingégS'-and analyssrs- of

‘Ti‘élksnngs. There are about hundre‘d'-types*,of Bengalil

[
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folksongs in Bangladesh, From these different types
of folksongs the researcher had selected only nineteen
types which are most popular for investigation. The

selected tupes of folksongs are @

1’ Bhaoiya o 11s Marami «

2, Malshi . 124 Bhava

3e Gambhira ... 13+ Kabi
* ke Barasay.. - 1 . 1ky Jard

Se 'Pala v 0 0 150 Kirton

6§~ . Boul , 164 Lalongibi. .

7e Bhatiali 17 Alkap %

8¢ Murshldmhdgf , lgi‘ 18,:l¥aijbhanqa¥i N
KQQ‘MMarfatl T J:;  ‘fv’12; ' Bari soﬁg.of.Boat races
”16. kmayeli - | |

Amoag ﬁhe above selected folksongs the Bhaoiya, Gamw
bhira. Malshi, 1ali, Barasay, Maveli,. Alkap -and Sari
‘SOng'ovaoatrdceqis qons;dereéﬂas regional .as well as .very
o rural type‘énlﬁatﬁrek‘~Yet thgsé gongs are éungvout of
: theifAown“regibﬁrwﬁérejihef have.beenuoriginateé. On .the
otherhand, the M,rshidi, Marfati, Marami, Lalongiti, Boul
and,ﬁaiﬂbhaﬁﬁg?igsongé are not rural songs. abt.all but
religious:as weil as spirdtual type in nature. Xabi
songs are competitive while. Jari, Kirton etecs are religiocusg~
. 1y based songs. For these .reason, these songs have been

selected for investigabtion. It is w@rth~mentioning N



b

61

here that Murshidi, Marfati, Maijbhandari, Gambhira,
Lalongiti and Bhaoiyé.'songs ai'e called the representative
folkasongs of the following dia’bricta. such as, Chittagong,
Noakhali, Comilla, Raj shahrl, Kushtia, Rangpur of Bangladesh.

These songs bave been clted as thebago songs of folk litew

rature in Bengalily

rha ‘co;ieétpﬁ‘d data were qualitatively qhalysed accor=
ding '!;o‘the ‘objectivgs'of the study. Beyond this, the
following techniqués “o:ﬁ‘ data anélyses had bgen adbﬁrbed
for the ¢ * ‘ | L ‘
1+ Determination of the- place of origin and the
periogl of deVBiopmeﬁt of -folksongs. $ 2

L
Teys

After proper analygis of the data the place
of" qt"";‘l,:g\in and the period of development of the

, folkaoné:s were determineds Later the similarie-
t:t.ea of these date had baen croeschecked and
s:!.m:!.lar:.zed w:l.th the data found in different
bo‘bkst ’qnd other guthentic documents.

27 Idgn@:;‘,idatioq of musical instruments, dresses,

sc‘al’gsﬁ{,_annihilatioq ujsf_ed« in dinging the sgongs @
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Jfo; this pUZ'POSé.r the researcher visited different
places and pbeiewed and recorded how the singers sing these
s‘m‘gq and what type of d_rgsses_’ they wear and whet type of
r:nm::i.c;m.'l.~ ipsirymez;ts they use while a;i,.né:ing these songs in
gatherings m}d :E(lmcrb:l.on'a of different festivalse In this -
regard photographs, were taken in some possiblé cases to make
it more authentic‘. The related phétographs peéted in the

dit‘ferent platzes vd.z. plate Noe 1. 2, 3...... etce under each

‘of the folksongs has been prasmted in Chapter IV.

Analyses of the | :éonﬁent of t;he folkqdngg‘_ ¢

Aa the characteristics of difi‘arent i‘olksongs are
d:!.:t‘feront 80 the researqher analysed the d:l.fferent characte=
ristics very: criticallyv

Identificatieﬁ‘f o:gi"«the popular folksoug singers ]

In theé.g regard the researcher analysed the déouments
and marked the neme of eminent singers of respective folke

songss! e

To identify the musical measures which are used in different

folksongs $

]

In this regard atbempt has been made through the
citations of ea.ch of the selected folksongs as presented

in Chapter W‘ﬁ

Determination of the relations between folksongs and

seriptunal songs 3



For the purpose, the contant of the selected songs
were analysed with the help of ﬁhe tedhniques of content
analysis ‘and then effort had been made to find out the
similarities as well as dissimilarities between these

it

songse’

C e

Thua the efforts had been made o0 achieve the objec=
tives 6f the presenu study. In chaptex IV the aata with
regard to the se‘ected folksongs has been presented and
discussed tO’arrxve at ﬁhe conclusions and-to»put Forward
some recommendataons for further research studies as well

)

as for the improvement in general of the folksongs.



