'CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

For the existence of any scclety there are three
separate elements #hich sexrve as prerequisites - an aggregate
of individuals, éﬁ orgénised system of patterns by which the
interrelations end activities of these individucls are
controlled ané the ssprit de corps which provide motive

pover fo; the expression of these patterns,

Each individuel in any soclety hes & stetus or pésition
which ig defineC 8s & location of ‘an actor or class of actors
in a system of socisl relations, How the actor actually
performs in a given pesition 48 referred to @s a role, Roles
ar¢ referred to as expectations aspignoed teo t@@ individual
on the basis cf the position he/she occupies and in terms of

i

actual behaviocur performed,

The Bducaticnsl Instituticns else. comprise of a nunber

of pcsitions or statuses cccupied by g;ﬁumber efﬂéctors. One of
the importent position is of the acto?s referred ko, as teachers,
It i2 evident from the dawn of histgry. that;kncwieéée is
accumulated and is being passed grem generation to generation
through the piocus duty of the teaching profession, vhere the
teachers ere eéxpected to act as pivot in gathefing knowledge,
‘sifting it and paasing‘it on to thé student community, Sifice
the teachers are expected to hold such resgonsible position

in higher education, théy‘ahoulé he aware of the expectations

which: they are required to fulfil, referved to a3 their role,
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1,1  Need and significance of the study

As any other field of higher education Home Science
aléo calls for competent and effective teachers who &re also
considered as the alfa and Omega of education. It cannot be
denied that the gquality of 2 college instructlon reflects the

quality and conmpetence of 1ts teachers.

Home Science aoileges offer BeSc, &nd M.8c. degree
progranmes and few elsc offer M.Phil and Fh,D, degree
prcgfammes3 which inﬁicaéea the length of the field of study,
Mcreovar,such'pzégrammas are offered by each of the five
agécialisa@ionsof Home Sciencexvim.zFooda and rutrition (FN),
Education and Extension (EE), Clothing and Textiles (CT), Home
Management (HM) and Chil@ Development (CD) which reflects its
breadth, -Thus,being & programme of higher level studies ita
‘teachers have to hold aflot the responsibilities and ful£4ll
the expectations attagheévfo their position being college/
university teachers. They alsc have three~fold roles to play
such as teaching, reseagch and extension for which they are
‘ex§ected to‘endeavnur new knovwledge, new visions, new
awarencsas and insight, new 1ahaxpxetatlons and search of

higher concepts and ideas.
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It thus becemes imperative to investigate the performance
of the respective rules of Home Science Collgge teachers

described as follows 1



i.,1.1 Role of Teaching

The role af teaching 4s said to be the most strategic
in the system of higher education. Teachers'® role in course
designing, devising teaching, comrunication methodologles and
carrying cut actuél teaching, determines lgzgely the quality
of individuals té be trained through Unive:siéies whe will
hold responsible positions in the society.

Home Science Education,as a field of study, iz alsc
assumeé to have potential in impzaﬁing the quality ofleducation
in the gtudent cemmupity.' The dimensions of teaching to be
given due emphasis are content mastry, correctness and precision
¢n devisipg content, transmissicn of content, instructiona&) and
comrunication technicues, feedback methods, evalustion techniques

and intér~petsonal relations,

Thus, in Home Science institutions &lso, teachers are
considered as the primary scurce of generating desired knowledge,
- developing desired abilities and skills, cultivating desired
values and attitudes, and engaging students in the community
develcpment proqramma;, It becomes important to determine

vwhether the teachers &re funétioning as they are expected to,

1.1,2 Role of Research

One of the best meens of strengthening college programme
is research, It is considered tc Le a formal, systematic,
intensive process of carrying scientific method of analysis,

Areas of ignorance are pushed back by discovering new truth



Lr

which in turn leads to better ways of doing things and new
and better ways of life. Lippeat (1965) states resesrch to
be the life blocd of a profession,

According to Dr. Re.Ks Goheen, President of Princeton
University,Usa s
In the college or university, resesrch
and teaching are the tweo poles of the
seme magnet, neither has puch force
without the other, It keeps the teacher
alert and regenerates him/her and prevents
hin/her £rom fossilized ideas. Teaching
is always benefited by Research !{Mehta 198S5)

Bince a college or university is a8 community of scholars,
research is a part 6f its tradition, The expectation is that !
the teachers will not only transmit knowledge but will enquire
also into its nature and depth, extend its boundaries and
expand understanding., Most academic staff are employed
primarily to te&ch students and to conduct research which

‘means a dual obligation for teachers to balance,

Today this role is percelved as one of the most

impertant and status-conferring by rmost academics,

} The sociological and technological changes have graduallf
emphasised the fact that Home Science education could and should
contribute significantly to the betterment of the society.
Eppright (1959) expresses the view polnt that if Home economists
are to remain vibrant and effective they must cultivate the
research point of view which calls for & welcoming and friendly
attitude towards change, New facts need té be uncovered everye

day &s the present information becomes obsoclete by tomorrow,



Research becomes essential to generate new ideas and

information to kesp up with the fast moving world,

It is ironical that one reason for encouraging

i

| .
research in colleges and universities is that it would

hielp to 1mprovg the quality of teéching, Teacher's role
as researcher in perceiving the research needs in a given
context, engaging in relevént research and transforming
knowledge inte‘applicaticn can contribute to significant
devaiopment.‘ In view of knowleﬁge explogion. it is
imperative. that teachers should remain as frontiers of

knowledge and one importaent way of doing this is research,

1.1.3 Role of Extension

¥

The universities &and colleges are the national
. dnstitutions supported by the resocurces of the society,

2According to the UGS framework (1981), '

In both the developing and developed
countries, the resources required

for the nmaintenence and growth of the
educational level constitute portion

of total budgetary resources. The
university system should be respconsive
to the needs of the society and fulfil
its smocizl obligations and
responsibility towards various social
groups especiclly deprived groups, like
industrisl workers, slum duellers, farm
vorkers, &nd the rural poor.

India like other developing countries todsy expects
her teachers not to liﬁit thelr roles to their classroom and

students but to assume wider role thet weuld invelve them in the



development work of the largercommunity such as egtené the
desired knowledge, interpret recent trends in the field,
create scientific awareness in the cémmunity and actively
participete in the verious community upliftment programmes.
?his has been stressed by severtl commisslons on edgcation
ard has been reinforced in many papers presented at National
Seminars on Teachers. The UGC policy frame work (1981)
declares thet after Teaching and Reéearcﬁ, Extension or
Community Service is the thixd most‘impcftant responeibility
of Higher Bducation,

The teacher thus becomes an effective mediator in the
procéss of development and soclial change and becomes keylfactor ]

in the desired transformation of cur value system.

Extension education or community development programmes
are given due emphasis in Home Science Instiéutions. The Q
prescribed cﬁurses involve programmes which call for close
interacticn with the community, These include rural development
and non-for&al programmes including actioneoriented research
programmes for solving local problems. Thus, it becomes
important on the part of the teachers to interpret the needs
of the comménity, create scientific teﬁper and awareness, aad

participate in programmes of community upliftment,

As education does not function in vacuum and it reflects
the characteristics of the society which supports it and which
it tries &o serve, the teachers have to be congcious of their

social indebtedness and endct the role they are expected to play



ané for which they are responsible. ,
Thus, it cénnot be denied that the Home Scilence
College téachers have indespensable role to play in higher

education mainly as Teacher , Researcher and Extension worker,

It is generaslly believed thet teachers in recent years
- are meligned as &neffiéient; Decline eﬁ’faithghés been fauﬁd
in education generally #nd in cclleges and universities in
paxtiqulax. whefe has been a growing concern thaé the products
of the universities and callegés o not seem o heve been
trained suitably té ;espand effectively to the‘develapment
needs in different areas, This could be attributed to the
resson that the courses that are taught and methadolcgiésr
that are adopted to teach them are not suitcble and effective.
It is felt strongly that University should pay attention to
& fow challenging questions viz.; (&) What qﬁalicies of mind
and character enable teacher to play effective role? (b) How
to help teachers to utilise their ecademic interests and

retain them? (¢) How do identify measures to locate potentizls?

It is observed that teachers have turned themselves
to associati5ns, with scle purpose of security and survivai.
In last few years many improvements have been made for the
benefits of the ﬁeachers but teachers &re not found to be
reciprocating to the benefits provided. vIn order to meet
the demands a: thelr profession they need to improve the
professional competence, anact the prescribed and expected

role and manifest aense of dedication,



The resolution passed by the Nationai Commission of
Teachers on 16th February 1983 also expxeséed the need to
identify role of teschers in integrating education with
developnient work in éommunity and home and to recommend
measﬁzea‘ta enhance the :éle of teachers in facilitating,
motivating a2nd inspiring students in the acguisition of
kn&ﬁle&ge. skill and walues and ?xameﬁing.thrcugh them the
spread of scientific tenmper, Secular outlook, environmen?all

conciousness and civie responsibility,

The resolution impliciify reveals that role of teacher
in teaching, research cnd extension needs to 5& fesearched.'
Thug the investigator felt the urge to study the role of I
Homa Sclence College teachers in teoching, resesrch and
extension., In the knowledge of the investigator, no studyl
on similar research topic with the three dimensiéns of role’.
viz., role ensctment, role contentment and role constraints
was investiéated on Home Science College teachers on. the |
three roles of teaching, research and extensicn. kofeovef.
this study evckes response from three groups which have
constant interaction in any Educational Institution: -

Administrators, Teachers and Students,

Administrator

I T

TG&C}‘)&I’

Student
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As the tedcher is under conatant interaction with
administrators as well ss students, the response of both
groups were studied 2long with the teachers. Since the
three roles of teaching, research and extension were included
in the study, it was decided to include post graduate (M.35c.)
students for the following reasons § At M.Sc. level the
numbers of students are less and &ereover the ccuise atructure
and learning experiences are such that it enaples the students
to have constant and ¢lose interaction with teachers, The
research work and eihénsion work by students is done under
coﬁstant guldance and supervision of teachers,which a&llows
stuﬁénts to observe the respective roles performed by the
teachers, MNoreover, at M.Sc. level their percepticn is
expected to widen as well as theirltesﬁcnae is likely to be
' more matured than undergradustes,as they already have twoe

three years® experience of collgge-teaching-leaxning process,

1.2 Statement of the Problem
A study on Role Mnalyses « role enactment, role
- contentment and'xale constraints of Home Science College

Teachers,

1,3 Objectives of the study

1.3.1 7o describe the background information of the
respondents « teachers, students and administrators
1.3.5 To study the roles as identified by teachers, students

and administrators in teaching, research and extension



1,3.3

A ' 1- 304

1.3.5
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with regazdé to 3

a) role enactment of Home Selence College teachers
b) contentment of roles enacted by Home Science

College teachers,

" @) role constraints feced by Home Science College

teachers,

Te megsure the cconsensus among teachers, ztudents and
administrators in rcles of teaching, rese2xch and

extension with regards to

a) role enactment of Home,Scignce College teachers

b) contentment of roles enacted by Home Science
College teachers{

c} role constraints faced by Home Science College

teachers,

Te compare the consensug among teachers, students and
administrators of Home Science Colleges in agricultural
and nenagricultural universities in. roles of teaching,

reseaxch and extension with regerds to 3

a) role enactment of Home Sclence College teachers

b} <Contentment of rcles enacted by Home Science
College teachers, A

ci' role constraints faced by Home Science College’
teachgrs.

To measure the inter-relaticonship between the role

dimensions « role enactment, role contentment and role

conatraints in the three roles of teaching, research and

R /
extension,



1,3.6 7o find out the significant relationship between the
selecte@ variables of tedchers and their response
towards role dimensions in teaching, research and

extghsion as illustrated 3

-
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- Role dimensions
a tm— Al Stber il ORISR
Teacher verlable® Tole.enactment_ role_contentment_

.a) Professicnal status

b) Area of specialie
sation .

c) Years of experi-
ence in teaching
profession )

d) Occupation of spouse

e) Occupation of father

'
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1.3.,7 To £finé cut the significant relationship between the
seiédtea~vaxiables cf students and their response towards
role dimensions in teaching, research ané extension as

ilivstrated s }
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\ ) Role dimensions
Student. varicbles = ——75Ic_emactment. role.contentment
i

a} Medium of instruction
in school

b) COccupatiocn of father

c) Area of specilalisetion
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1.4 Operational Definitions

fole

Role activities

- get of expectations assigned to

-

Role Enactment =

" Role Contentment

Role Constraints

Rele Dimensions-

consensus

Rl

en incumbent of @ particular
pesition, 1In thig study the
incunbents are the Home Sclence
College teachers and the éxpectations
8ssigned are of teaching, research
and  extension

specific functions expected to be
performed by Home Seience College
teachers in teaching, research and
extension,

rerformance of the expected roles/
role activities of the Home Science
College teaghérs.

saﬁiéﬁécticn of respondents with
regards to the enactment of roles
by Home Science College teachers.
Factors which act as obstacles cor
hinder the role enactment of Home
Science College teachers,

Role enactment, role contentment
and role constraints of Home Sclence
College teachers.

Agreement of resronse arong the

teachers, students ond administrators,



