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WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT :

Declaration of the years 1975-85 as the UN Decade for
wWomen reflects the global concern of recent times on ilssues
related to women's role and status in society. These
issues are concerned with raising the status of women
ensuring their involvement in the process of development
and fuller participation in the wider social process (ICSSR
Newsletter, 1975). However, the implementation of various
developmental schemes have made the planners, workers and
researchers in this area not only aware of the various
problems that arise in practice for various socilo-economic
reasons, but also the necessity for clarifying some funda-
mental concepts before specifying their goalse The very
concept 'development', it has been found, cannot be taken
for granted and needs clarification and definition. A
study of the numerocus articles written by experts on women
and development reveal very strikingly how each author has
his or her own idea of what should be the accent in women's
development and how the author then equates this accent with
development as such; better economical deal, equal power=

gharing with men, better development of individual personality.
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Jegsle Tellls Nayak poses the question ‘what do we mean
by women's development?' and enswers $ "The goal of women's
developmént programmes should be to give rise to ‘adult
women' = women who can be objective, ¢an weigh altermatives,
and make choices and take the consequences. Women who can
asgert their rights, speak up when required and fulfil their
respongibilities® (Nayak, J.T,, 1981, D.3).

It is highly significent of the state of affairs that
Nirmala Butch gndg her article on women and davelopment
with the question 3

"It 1s apparent however that even if we succeed in
more equal access Of women to health, education end
employment, this would be séen falling short of the
ideal long term improvement in women's socioweconomic
conditions and answers will be needed to the question
of what 1s really the development that women want =
is it only more education, more employment and better
heali;h or is it more pqazitable sharing in the power
structure so that there is no questicn of support but
only of easy acceptance and partnership?® (Butch, N.,
1981,p.7).

Kumad Sharma has discussed models in women's develop-
ment in order to pinpoint how and why the concept differs
from reality. She talks of the integration model and the
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equality model. The former model takes the famlly or house=
hold as unit and assumes that any benefit that accrues to
the family will automatically benefit the women too.
Planners just fall %o see women as individuals. But even

in the interventionist, equality model women are treated as
beneficiaries rather than as active participants. Further
as Sharma has pointed cut "gocietal structures which are
digeriminatory reshape policleg and programmes and dilute
the long term effect -0f well~intentioned policies® (Sharma,
K.,1981, p.5). The crucial questicn that she raises is #
should development be "need oriented or goal oriented.,
should be pragmatic or idealistic, endogencus (bottom up) or
exogenous (top downl. Is it possible to strike a balance
between the two? (Sharma, K., 1981, Ds6).

~

Vina Majmidar and Kumad Sharmg (1980) have emphasized
that development ghould be ai.:companigd by structural change
in society relating to the total population, as well as to
womenn in particular. The amphasig has been on women's rights,
social oppression of women; health, political policy.
poverty, unemployment, education, health, political and
economic participation eto.

!

Indira J. Parikh has done numerocus studies on the societal
factors that affect the role of Indian women in family and
society and she has also pointed how each gtep that wom%n takes



to come to terms confronts her wi%h a(choicé. Women experience
their 'being' in terms of traditiénal culture and values and
their 'becoming' in terms of modern aspirations. Women them=
selves are so mach caught up in traditional values that many
accept the roles, the stereotypie%l ;oles that soclety expects
of them. Women gét identified wi%h home, security, stability
and continuity (Parikh, J.I1., 198?34 2nd even women who are
Iucky to get into a profession fiﬁd that it is not easy to
have a 'space' for themgelves, théir personality. They live
in others' space. Thus while they accept Job responsibility
and do it‘competently. fulfilling the role of a pefformer.
they are denied the right to take! initiative, show their
resourcefulness, innovativeness a?d creativity. Elsewhere
Parikh has pointed out how this dénial of space for women is
symptomatic of Indian traaitians &hen the daughter moves out
of the house, hoping to £ind in marriage and married life a
role where she can develop her in&ividuality. she findg that
she has become from beilng a daughger merely a daughter-in~law
(Parikh & Garg, 1981). ;

Dandekar has pointed out som% of the problemg of inter-~
grating women in economic develop@ent. He sees several
hirdles in the way of greaier empéQyment of women: compulsicns
of household responsibilities, maéennity. and for these,
reasons less mobllity. Dandekar éuggests that local women
should be employed in va&ieus ser%ices as educational, medical
and health and even on part-time ﬁasis 80 that they can gttand
to household duties as well as ca%ger. Another suggestion

made by him is toc open public kitéhens 50 that their cooking
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burden 1s reduced and creches for chlldren so that their
children can be looked after (Dandekar, V.M., 1982).

A review of the literature clearly shows that today
the concgept of development is far less c5ncemed with i)er
capita income and fér more concerned with equity and the
quality of life. "The broader view of development seeka! to
ensure a rapid improvement in the ptatus of women and
children* (Mosk, C., 1981, p.31). But the pity is that
especially in the developing countries and more so in the
Muslim countries of the Third wWorld, the naticnal statistics
of these countries reveal that there 1s a very poor explol-
tation of this vast human resoux:cé in economically productive
activity. The Bangladesh Censug dsta, for instance, reveal
that hardly 2.31 per cent of female population are found as
economically active population {2433 per cent rural and 2.61
per cent urban) (Statistical year book of Bangladesh, 1980,
" Pe456)*

% The figures depend of course ca the criteria on which
a person is counted as 'economically active'. Women gpend
a lot of energy in the household chores and do work that
should be counted as labour income. Many women in the
unorganized sector 4o not come undex the cengus definition

of 'economically active' population.

-~ -



Although the proper utilizatlon of human resource is
the centrél goal of development, surprisingly enough all
the development processes have by-passed about 50 per caent
of the total manpower constituting the women labour force
of which 90 per cent are located in the rural areas (Census
report, Bangladesh, 1974). This in spite of the fact that
the importance of human resource is sufficiently realised
today. Therefore, “it is essential not to lose sight of the
fact that development is about, by, and for human beingz, as
individuals and as social beings aiming at their liberation
and fulfilment® (UN Development Programme, 1979, p.17).

Women labour force 1s the most neglected and under
utilized resocurce all over the world, more so in the developing
natlions of the Third World which includes most countries of
Socuth Asia, Africa and Latin America. Asg a result the women
in these countries are socially depri?ea and economically
dependante

*

A recent report of the International Conference on Women
held at Udalpur in India, referring to Philippilnes, Malaysila.
Indonesia and PThalland, has stated that “under marital laws
the women of these countries are nelther breathing free air
nor can strive for better order. The whole thing is suffo-
cated and the women are the worst sufferers. (The Economic

Times, November 19, 1981). Bven today in India, Srilanka,



Bangladesh and in some other Mislim countries like algeria,
Sudan, Ethicpia, "Women are not ready to accept that they
are of equal importance like male members in soclety™.
(Benatia Farouk, 1980, p.465). They are socialized to
believe that their lives are cheaper than that of their men.
They can not command equal shares In various socloeeconomic
affairs in development. They have not yet learmed to assert
theix own right brea};ing through traditional convicetion and
hence are easlily exploited by men. This can be supported
by the statement, it 1s saild by the men in the villages
that 1f you let your wife go out, their eyes will be opened,
snd this ls very good way to keep the women ignorant and are
thus easily exploited.® (JwP, Bangladesh, 1980, p.8). Such
lack of attention in the utilization of women lsbour force
often results in poverty angl drags the whole natione This
is indeed a highly undesirable and shocking phenomenon for
t;hfa development of & nation "both on the ground of human
rights and optimalresource utilization®™ (Hossain Monowar,
1930). |

Béxgladesh where the present investigation has been
done, is one of the poorest countries of the Third world and
hence presents a more serious picture of the socio~economic
conditions of women. The problems of women's participation
in economic activities in Bangladesh far outweigh those in
India and many other countries in the Third World.



A brilef overview of the roleg and status of women as
is presently prevelent in Bangladesh is given below which
would give an appropriate background for the ratiomale of
the present studys ’

ROLE AND STATUS OF WOMEN JIN BANGLADESH 3

Ag pointed aut earlier, due to under-utiligzation and
negligence of women labour force, the women in most countriles
of the Third World enjoy a very low status (Mazumdar.V., 1978,
Barbar, R«. 1980, Smock, C., 1980, chaudhz.;y'ana Raihan, 1980,
Jain. D., 1983). This observation can be more appropriately
applied in case of Bangladesh. Wide disparity between men and
women characterizes all levels of Bangladesh socigt;y « %“The
gocially tragic but paradoxical truth is simply this - the one
who, in private life is an affectionate father, loving husband,
benevolant brother and xespectful som is, in the collective
spirit, utterly inconsiderate, an inveteraté and undignified
eritic, an sxploiter and oppressor of women" (General report
on "Role of women in socio economic development in Bangladesh,
March, 1977). In Bangladesh, the absolute majority of women
live in rural areas. They are expected to play traditional
domegtic roles - the roles of a docile daughter, a subordinate
and compliant wife and a dependent mother {(Chamdhury & Rathan,
1980). ~ They are recognized as inferior to men in all aspects



of life. Subordination of women to men and their static
domestic functions have rendered them ingecqure and helpless.
Most of them are illiterate and unaware of their rights. In
a recent study it has been observed that 70 per cent of the
rural and 80 pex cent of the urban men resgpectively consi-
dered women inferior to men and motherhood as the most

desirable role for a woman (Jahan, R., 1976).

It 1ls taken for granted thaﬁ the new wife should soon
become mother and thus her *social statug improves with age,
and with the bearing of mele children® (smock, A.C., 1978,
p.98). This alone perhaps ensures her status. but on the
other hand, she fails to assume a powerful role in controll .

over birth of children.

Even more important than this question of female's
social status ig a rigid division of labour in which women
are confined to activities that can be performed within and
related to the home while men are left to pursie economic,
social and political interest in the socieﬁy. Under this
system women who are willing to be soclally acceptable are
not allowed to choose any other role but that of wife and
mother. Consequently, they enjoy a very low status in
family, soclety and nation as a whole. This low status of
living is characterized by several lssues. Some of these

are? low leval of living, low level of literacy., lack of
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employment opportunities, high motality among women atc.
(ICssR, Hews letter, 1975).

ANVISIBILITY OF WOMEN'S WORK 3

What sbout those women who on account of ecanomic
necessity have to work? Here again they are found‘ in a
disadvantageous situation. Productive work, if done at
home 1s not given any z:ecognition; such activities do
not command any xizarket value and hence they are excluded
from the labour forca by the cengag, although they may be
very much engaged in productive agtivities within the
household. In a recent report of one study in three
Bangladesﬁ villages, it has been mentioned that "income
generating activities may take place both within and cute
aide one's own hausehold® (Islam R., 1981, p.59). In
these sample villeges, meore than 30 per cent of the total
active women were reported to be engaged in productive
works within the household (Islam R.. 1981). But their
contribution in household economy is not taken into account.
As has been aptly observed by Khushl Kabir, "Rural women in
Bangladesh are responsgsible for grailn processing and storage?
they grow most of thelr family's £rults and vegetsbles,
they care for poultxy and livestock, they supplenent family's
food and income through kitchen garden, cottage iInAustTYeee
Yet women's contribution tol agricﬁlture and household

production receives less recognition than their domestic
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child rearing chores® (Kabir, K., 1976, p.73). In this way
their productive activities and contribution to family

economy are hardly recognised.

A recent study reveals that the amount of time spent
by rural women on various activiti:es has been found to vary
between 10«14 hours a days. The study also noted that women
spent less time on recreation than men on an average about
0.24 hours per day.{(Parcuk, A, and ali, A., 1975), These
activities of village women "thou'gh time consuming and
esgentlal to production are not seen as a contribution to
the family incomeé because these are supplementary to the
men's productive work. The activitles rendered are consi-
dered as logical consequences of womenhood® (Chamdhuxy &
Raihan, 1980, p.10).

THE WOMEN WAGE EARNERS 3

The role of female labour forve in rural economy can
be seen in other cases where women are fully employed by
others or are selfi-employed. In rural areas a growing
digparlties centres arcund work patterng of rural women.
Women who 40 not have land, "are being forced out of their
homesteads to work in other households, to seek work in
public programmes such as the Food-for-Work Rrogramme, oOr
engage in petty trading and business in the villages, cut



and bring firewood from hillls and even do f£ield work in
some regions of Bangladesh® (McCarthy, 1981, pe3).

In gome cases familles are headed by females having
their dependent members. To support and maintain them,
they have to keep themselves engaged in certain money
earning activities which provide them with bare necessities
of life. A village study (Ellickson, J., 1975) showed
that it was predominantly widows, with no one to support
them, who were looking for worke. In this village, a few
women sold £ish in the local market, a couple of women sold
betel leaves and one so0ld glass bangles £rom house to house.
They, thus engaged themselves in eaming income for thelr
gurvivale. Sometlines in some familles, poverty is go acute
that it becomes an economic burden on the part of the parents
to keep an unmarried danghter at home who is not partici-
pating in gainful activities. Therefore, the females of
such familles are seen involved in income earning activities
to improve their level of living. Thus, the issue of
women's status in such families is ﬁmnediately linked with

women® s agcess to employment and their own earnings.

NATIONAL STATISTICAL DATA INDICATING LOW STATUS
OF WOMEN IN BANGLADESH #

To substantiate low gtatus of women in Bangladesh, a
few statlstical data are pregented below. The data, taken
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from different sources, will substantiate the low and
inferior status of women in Bangladesh. The Committee on
the Status of Women In India suggested to adopt the
following aspects that might help t0 locate the status of

women vis-a-vis mens (ICSSR, 1977, pp.32).

Sex ratio between male and female (rable 1)
Population of Bangladesh by age & sex (Table 2)
Prcbability of Survival by sex (Table 3)
Mean age at marriage of male and female(Table 4)
Literacy.level of male snd female (Table 5)
Labour fcorce participation level of

male and female \ (Table 6)

Population ¢ Male & Fenmale

Table 1 $ Population in Bangladesh 1974, 1981 {in thousand).

Year Total Male Female Sex ratio
population N % N % NF 100)

1974 71479 37072  '51.86 34407 48.14 108

1981 87052 44850 51452 42202 48.47 106

gource 3 (1) Chaudhury & Raihan, "Female Status in
Bangladesh" BIDS; 1980 -

{(2) Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh, 1980.



A look at the Teble 1 shows that though the popula-
tion has increased over a six year pericd; the percenteage
of ;nale and female population has remained almost the
same but sex ratio has fallen glightly.

_I_ig_e Structure ¢

Table 2 ¢ Population of Bangladesh by Age and Sex, 1974
(percentage distribution)

Age Group Male Female Total

0 - 14 478 4847 48.1
15 = 19 8.8 8.0 8.3
20 = 29 1249 14.8 1347
30 - 39 11.0 11.1 11.0
40 - 49 Se.d ??ﬁ 8.0
50 44+ 11.7 10.0 10.9

Scurce $ Bangladesh Population Census Report, 1974
National volume.

The figure ghows that et the age of below 15 years,
the percentage of women is higher than that of men. For
the age group 20-29 years the situation is also the same.
But for the age groups 40-49 and over 50 years the . =
proportion of men is greater than that of women. The high

sex ratio (Table 1) and higher proportion of men beyond the
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age of 40 years in Bangladesh indicates the higher mortae
lity rate of females in comparison with males which
pubstantiate the lower status of women (Bovernment of' : ,

India, 1974).

Mortality Rate 3

Taple 3 ¢ Prcobability of survival by Age & Sex. 1977
(Life expectancy 1977). ’

Age ‘ Male Female
0 55.9 5Q.9
1 62.0 56.5
2 625 57 «6
3 62.5 . 5G4
4 62.3 . 5849
5 , 61.6 | 58 .8

10 57.8 54,9

15 53.1 5344

20 . : 48.3 49.1

25 43.8 44.8

30 39,2 ‘0?6

50 2640 27.0

65 15.8 1547

Source 3 Samad, Apron et al.s Demogrsphic Suzveillance
System = Matlab, Vol.6, Scientific Report No.i8
1979.
Table 3 presents data on probabllity of survival by
sex at different ages. It shows that the expectation of life

at birth for men is 35.9 years and 50.9 years for women,



which indicates that at birth men have a longer life span
than that of women. Before the ége of 15 years., the data
shows the childhood morﬁality of female is higher than
ﬁhat of male. After 15, women can expect life span on an
avérage or almost ecual to men. The higher childhcod
mortality of femalés is characterized by the two facdtors -
preference for sons and neglect of daugl,mters. However,
this higher probabillity of death and lower probability of
survival for womenr clearly indicates inferior position of

women in every walks of life.

Age Disparity at Marriage ]

Table 4 ¢ Mean Age at Marriage, 1974, 1975 in Bangladesh.

Year source ' Male Pemzle
1974 DSs 24 .6 17:6
1975 BFS 24.0 16.0

1974 Census 24.0 1549

Saurces t DSS ~ Demographic Surveillance Systam = Matlab,
Census 1974, Scilentific Report No.1i0, Dhaka,
Cholera Research Laboratory, March. 1978,

BFS = Bangladesh Fertility Surxrvey., 1975, Ministry
of Health and Population Control : Population
Control and Famlly Planning Division, Dhakatl
December, 1978.

Censua@ ~ Bangladesh Populagtion Census Report, 1974,
National Volume, Dhakas Government Printing Press.

Inferior position of women t¢ men can also be seen in

PTable 4 which presents a wlde age difference at the time

16
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marriage between male and female. This wide difference in
the age of husband and wilfe also indicates the dominating
power of men resulting in lack of controlling power of
women on fertility. However, the lower age at marriage
of female is responsible for the higher number of children
and longer reproductive period. Marriage at an early age
meang that the girl is forced to drép cut of school to
look after the family and its mé@sers at a very early agee.
Since she is B=10 years junior to her husband, she is
unlikely to particlpate.jointly in family decision-making,
which is another forceful indicator of status in the family.

>

Literacy Level ¢

Table 85 $ Numerical and Percentage Distributicn of
Literate* Population (5 years & over) by
S8ex and Area, 1974.

Atea ' Nunber {in *000) Percentage
Bangladesh -

Both sexes 14420 24.3
Male 10222 32.9
Female : 4198 14.8
U E v

Both sexes 2366 44.0.
Male - 1604 52.0
Female ’ 762 33.3
Rural

Both sexes 12054 22.3
Male 8618 30.3
Eemale 2436 13:2

* Literacy 1s defined as the ability to both read snd
write in mother tongue = Bengali.
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Source 3 Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, Government of
the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh: Bangladesh
'g?g%%ation Ceneusg Report, 1974 National Volume,
Although the majority of the population in Bangladesh
are illiterate, lts réte is higher among women than that
_among men- {Pable 8). In the census of 1974, literacy rate
for female is 14.8% snd for male is 32.9%. In urban avea
female literacy rate is 333 per cent in xural area 13+2 per
cent. Althaugh the female literacy level in‘urban area 1s
higher than that in rural area, the women gtill are lagging
far behind the men in literacy both in the urban and rural
arease The data of this table. indicater that very few girlsg

have access t0 educatitne

Idbour force Participation ¢

Table 6 ¢ Percentage Distribution of Labour force
Participation rates according to Pilot
Manpower Survey, 1972 (10 years & over).

Characteristic: Area Both sexes Male Female
Economically National 35.3% " 62,00 2431
Active Rural 36416 62.64 2.33
Population . Urban . 28,71 53.99 2.61

Bource $ BBS - Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh, 1980,p.456.

It can be observed from the above table that only
2.31 per cent of women aged over 10 years of age., are

d
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\
economically active while it is 62 per cent for men. The

women's participation in labour force during the year 1979
is almost the same in both rural and urban areas in
Bangladesh. This low rate indicates that women in
Bangladesh are far behind their counterparts with respect
to participation in-economic activitiess Thils poor parti-
cipation rate is mostly due to noﬁ-recognition of women's
activities as productive efforts in household economy as

well as other factors discussed earlier.

FACTORS AFFECTING THE STATUS OF WOMEN 1IN BANGLADESH @

The subordinate position in the low status of women
in Bangladesh can be explained in terms of factors which
are broadly held regpongible for un/underutilization of
productive potential of women labour force. Factors
such as the prevailing cultural, mythological., and religious
restrictiong, political and economic conditions dre

fetarding women's participation in development.

-

Religioug and Cultural Restrictions

In Bangladesh, majority of the .womenfolk‘ are Muslims
and Hindus constltute the second largest commuinity. They
observe ‘purdah' in varying degree from puberty or somaw |
times earlier. "But "this purdah is not strictly a muslim
phenomenons The hindu rural gentry also practised it to a
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significant extent « in fact even the traditional hindu
urban classes did, even 1f they did no£ wear the burqga

(@ garment covering the entire body) (Chaudhury and Raihen,
1980, p.6). The 'purdah’ Bystem which 1s imposed on maslim
women by feligion implies restrictions on the mobility of
women and contact wit@ men cutside the home, Observance

of 'murdsh'® is strictly maintained more in rural areas

than in urban. In village area very few girls have access
to educatian'particularly after primary level. Again the
religion 'Islam' "clearly states that men and women have
thelr own spheres of activity = a scheme of Ffunctional
divigion In accordance with their respective natural disposi-
tlons and inherent physical and physiological qualities and
charscteristics®™ (Maududi, A.A.., 1968).

Undexr such preVailing religlious system, women who
wish to be soclally acceptable are not allowed to choose
any other role but that of wife and mother. Thus the vast
majority of women have to sbide by cultural and traditicnal
prescriptions with little chance to leave the confines of v
their homes for contact with the outside world. The kinghip
boundaries of the family ané the physical limitgs of the
household very ruch define the world of the average women in
Bangladesh,



In traditional Muslim law there is limited polygamy
where "a male is allowed to marry upto 4 wives at a time*
and he also "may divorce his wife any time without assigning
eny reason® (Chaudimry and Raihan, 1980, pp.2i-22). In
tuslim customs and laws, the laws of inherltance are
complex. In case of wife, she inherits a fixed share of
cne eighth of deceased husband's estate whereas the husband
inherits a fixed share of one quarter of his deceased
wife's estate" (Chaudhury and Raihan, 1980, p.23). Thus
the different aspects of the Islamic religiom along with
its ’'puxdah’ system have kept the women suppressed to men

under the same roof.

SBocial Attitudes $

Besides the religious restriction, the prevailing
social attitudes have discéuraged women frem‘assarting thelr
rights and these attitudes stand in the way of participation
In soclo=economic activitles outsiée home. Rural people
hold the view that women are likely to lose their chastity
if they are to work with them. Under sguch social order,
women in Bangladesh have little access to education and
employment. Thelr activities csn only be home=centred. In
the subslstence economy of Bangladesh, since men are the
principal earning members, they are considered eccnomic
assets of the famlly. For instance, in a village study all

male respondents "considered sons as an economic asset but
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noneahaa sach expectation for the gir.ls“\(f:hamdhury and
Latif, 1975). Bow the sitmation demands that all such
negatlve attitudes, wrong bellefs ~ should be replaced by
positive ones that will encourage women'sg participation

tha'howill bring forth a new era of progress and prosperity.

_Ijglitical and Economic Conditlon

‘ The political and economic conditiom of nation has
an Ampact on the status of the females, It is impossible
to think of a sound natiom: without political stability as
we cannot think of a scund mind without a sound body. 8o,
where there is a healthy nation there also exists sound
female status. Bangladesh 1s a new nation. After a nine
months of blood bath at the cost of the lives of 30 lgkh
people it has got its independence« The immediate post
independence ers was marked by chaos and confusgion. For a
speedy deveglopmnt of a country, a congenial political
atmosphere i1s an essentlal preprequisite. But unfortunately,
since Independence there hardly exists any favourable
condition of political stability which can create a congenial
environment for women's participation in development actie-
vities. Frequent change in the Government, unrest among the
political parties, the consequent tension in public life
instead of fostering national economy., have greatly threa-
tened it. Constant tension in public mind and the consequent
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insecurity refrain most of the women, particularly the
village women from participating in ocutglide activitiese.
The women often feel ingecure and find 1t disadvantagecus
to work with concentration in such chaotic atmosphere
which often leads to lawlessness.

Although women have right to cast their votes, the
rural women especilally utterly lack proper judgement in
selecting the right candldate due to lack of education
and political conscicusness. So they are easily exploited
and influenced by different unfair ways which is an impede-
ment to democratic govemmment. Sometimes religlous 1deolow
gies are so politically motivated that they are used to
exploit the freedom and rights of women which create
reverse affect on soclo-economic 1ife of women. Thus due
to constant social, cultural, political and economic
exploitation the womenfolk remains undexutilized and they
fail to contribute 1;0 the development of the nation.

RECENT TRENDS IN FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATICN
AN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Despite the gloomy plcoture of the atatus of women
cutlined sbove, it is heartening to note that there has
been recently an awakening among women themselves regarding
their status. They have become conscioag and aware about

their roles (Indian Express. Oct.,3. 1983). The impact of
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thls awakening is also noticed among the different organie
zations at the government and private levels. They have
started realizing that speedy development 1s almost
impossible if 50% of human resources constituting the
female component of the population of which 90 per cent

are located In rural areas is ignored or remsin under-
utilized. To remove the disparity between men and women
which characterizes all levels of Bangladesh society is an
absolute prerequisite for widespread integratlion of women
in productive activitiess. It has, further been felt that
women labour participation will not only enhance their
status In society but also improve their quality of life.
It adds to the income of the family and consequently raises
the level of living in the family and thereby Of the nation
as a wholes. It has already been remarked that “in Bangladesh
development will necessarily be slowed down unless there is
greater emphasis on the proper utilization of rural women
Zabmxjiorae as contributors and participants?® (Kabir, XK.,
1976) . '

Numercus stwuiles have established the fact that the
money in women's hand will be spent for ‘the'bettemnt
of their famllies and will help to raise their levels of
livings It has been rightly said that no nation can be

prosperous where women and their homes are neglected. No
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home can be bright, healthy and happy where the housewife's
power,.position and prestige - the status as a whole is
hampered. Employment, health, education and training can
be consldered the measures of the status of women. If the
unfortunate rural women who are the worst sufferers, are
given education and twaining and provided with adequate
food as -well as scope to utilize their potentialities, they
could hold a powerful position in the family through taking
part in decisimm=-making activities inside and outside home
on which depend not only the maternal happiness and happiness
of home but also much of the prosperity of the countiye.

DEVELOPMENT PROG S _FOR WOMEN IN BANGLADESH 3

The Govemment of Bangladesh has recently started
giving emphasis to women's deVeloﬁmente Begldes the Govern=-
ment programmes, a number of voluntary organizations, both
locally financed and externally aided, have undertaken the
task of special programmes for women's social mobilization
raising their social statns particularly for the rural
womens, Many of these organ;l.‘zatioe:lxs. it hams been reported,
have attained considerable success in bringing the women
out of their homes to attend various village level programmes
which can be sean in some rural areas where women are
angaéed in *digging canals for irrigation, removing earth,
participating in road consgtruction, bresking bricks,
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attending village level programmes. to develop their skill,
g0 that they can improve their income generating capacities
(Chaudhury and Rathan, 1980, p.16).

The overall objectives of such organizations is the
gocial and economic upliftment of the rural yomen by catering
to the different functions, viz., functional literacy, vocas
tional training, health, nutrition, family planning, women'sg
co-Operatives, market facilities of products, taking social
actions against exploitation etc. all of which will increase
thelr participation in income generating activitiese

In the following paragraphs a brief description of

the function of different organizations hasg been given.

(1) Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development = BARD 3

The pioneering orgenization foxr women lsgbour partie
cipation in development process in B@:gladesh is the
“women's programme' of Bangladesh academy for rural develop=
ment ~ (BARD).- The first and foremost aim of this project
is how to turn the women into more effectlve and contributing
members of thelr respective families, community and soclety
as a whole. With this view the project launched many
progranmes in village areas of Comilla district. Village
based women's Co=operative Socletles have been established

in different villages. They offer loan and training to the
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village women ao that they can utilize this to uplift their
level of living. Among training courses, vegetable gardening.,
food and nutrition, poultry keeping and vaccination,
co-operative and accountancy., sewing, weaving etce ax‘e'
important onese At present this organization is operating
women's development project in 40 villages in Comilla
district. Observationg show that "changes have occurred in
their behaviour pattern, better living, knowledge and attitude
towards cepital formation amd economic activities as well as
participation in organized activities {Qadir and uddus, 1977,
Pe31). ’

(2) Bengladesh Rural Advancement Committes = BRAC 3

Bangladesh rural Advancement Committee is a private
voluntary organizatlion involved in initiating and implemenw
ting rural development programmes. AaAlmiang at the major
objectives of economic and social uplifiment of the
disadvantaged rural women, the BRAC has established Jamalpar
women's Programme in 1978 in one small district which is
affected by rural backwardness badly. A recent report of
BRAC says that on completion of years from 1975 to 1980 of
Jamalpux Women's Programme it 1ls apparent £rom the work done
by the women that they have become more conscious and aware
sbout thelrx roles and status. They have claimed that they
have been able to “open the eyes of the poor women® (Jamalpur

Women's Programmes, Bangladeshr 1980, p.9).

-
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{(3) Food for Works Pro (FFW)

With the objectives of genera£iﬁg employment oppor=
tunities for rural women, the Government of Bangladesh
with the support of foreign agené’iée introduced Food for
Work Programme throughout the country in 1975. In 1975,
30 per cent of the workers were female; but this figure
declined to 5 per cent in 1976 due to a good harvest
(UNICEF, Oct.,1977). In this programme in exchange of hard
physical labour =« digging and reexcavation of canals. f
huilding of roads and flood embankments, f£ood in the form
of wheat conld be earmed by those women who came forward
t0 take advantage of this opportunity. An experience with
women in Food-for-Work programme by Chen, M. a2nd Ghaznavi,
R., revealed that in all the cases studied, the aim and
tnly reason forcing women to seek Food=foreWork employment
was economie (Chen & Ghaznavi, ﬁ,?’”o Déspite religious
restrictions and soclal disapproval, economic need had
forced these women to come out in the open to take up this
job. The fact that these women had resorted to work and
s0 eke out a living, bears testimony to ti:e belisf that
poor women are willing to work {Chaudhury & Raihan, 19580).

(4) Ministry of Women's Affairs 2

w -

For the upliftment of the gtatug of women iIn soclety,
the Bangladesh Govemment has created., In 1976, a full
fledged Ministry of Women's Affairs. To implement this

broad cbjective, several policies have been formulated in
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the 2nd Five Year Plan (1980~85). The policies are t

= ensuring a proper atmosphere for women to partiw
clpate In socio~economic activities:

- expansion of educational opportunities for women
foi’r their emancipation and gbsorption in sociow
economic agtlvities;

= creation of more employment opportunities for women.

The Government has declared that 10 por cent of
government jobs and 50 per cent poste of primery school
teachers are to be reserved for women (Bangladesh Observer,
i4 March, 1980).

As rural women are. the most disadvantaged groups who
have no control over the means of production and distri~
bution, who have no land and assets the 2nd Filve Year Flan
has, therefore, recognized women as a target group end
income generating activities part:j‘.cularly for thisg group
are being given special attention.

(8) Regional Development Academy (RDA) ¢

This organizaﬂ.m is a private voluntary organizaticn.
It has been activated for women's social mobilization
raising their social status, creating their educational and
employment opportunities. Village based co-oOperative
societies have been established. They offer loans and
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training to the willage women so that they can utilize this
to uplift their level of living.

In additionﬁto the above organizations, there are alsoc
other organizationg, relatively small voluntary organizations
which are involved in various women's activitiess The
improvemsnt of women's productivity and raising the motiva~
tion towards family planning are essentlal objectives of

these organizatilons.

However, empirical evidence needs t0 be carried out
before anything can be said sbout the impact of the movement

of these organizationse

NEED FOR PRESENT RESEARCH #

No doubt, all the policies and programmes for women

?

launched by several organizations are intended to improve

the socioweconomic condition of women in general and of

rural women in particular. But to what extent such programmes
have been successful and how far have they been sble to

change the lot of women 7

an annual progress report of the BARD (1979) says
that this project has helped to liberate the potentials of
rural women and has been successful in motivating women to
participate in variocusg village level programmes. Now the

quegtion arises ¢
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-~ How much have thesa efforts been able to eradicate
the poverty of rural families in general and women
in particular, characterized by the lack of access

to bare necessities of life 2

~ Hgve they been able to improve the quality of
living conditions of rural women ?

- Is their nature of work, condition of work conducive

to ensure better living condition to their families?

Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee, in their
amnual report of project (1980), has claimed that it is

helping "to open the eyes of the poor women™ (JWP),

But to what extent has it helped the women to come out
of their ghell of soclal barriers through participgtion in
gainful activities ?

Doeg gainful employment .. ensure. 3 better gtatus to
the women both withm_ and outside homo? Does a working
wife or mother command better status in the famlly by way of
having better say in famlly matters?

Is she being considered for taking family decision on
different issues ¢

Does she have better control than the unemployed wife

over the family finance management ¥
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Does she have any control over famlly size ?

Does the employment agffect their views, opinions
towards different progressive notlons, namely, family
planning, squallty of sexesg?

How do the employed women perceive life in comparison

to the unemployed women 7

Has her involvement in gainful activities enabled
her to take part in commnity life 7

These are the queries which lack empirical support.
Hence, the major objective of the present study is exactly '
to f£find answers to the above querlés. These findings could
gerve as vital feedhadk for ilmprovement of women welfare
as it is pointed out that findings of the empirical investi=~
gation are of importance in the interegt of uniformed
planning and administration of development programme (Dube,
S.C., 1955).

A review of existing literature on the issne of
women’s role in development and their status reveals a
complete dearth of empirical research with indepth qualita~
tive and gquantitative datas with the exception of a major
study done by Chandhuty, ReH. on women in mon-agricultural
occupation in a city area in Bangladesh in 1978, and another

cengus type sample survey designed only to collect basic
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information from the households of three selected villages
in Bangladesh by Islam, Re., in 1981. From the women's
roles and statug point of view, such information could
permit limited ansglysis. Hence, it is obvious that there
is a great need for in depth empirical investigation to
provide answers to the questions mentioned sbove as it is
quoted by Dube (1955} “in the interest of uniform planning
and administration we need a serdles of concrete baselins
studies of village commmities in different parts of the
commmity® (p.153).

ROLE OF HOME ECONOMISTS 3

In the task of upliftment of rural women, educational
Institutions, especially. the school of Home Economics should
come forward with fresh programmes, projects and suggestions
devoted to the improvement of women's status. They should
take the lead and pave the way to further development which
will be followed by such other institutioms.

Bxperts in Home Economics ¢an undertake research
projects and make pignificant contributicns In this field
elther individually or collectively hecanse Home Economics
is the only f£ield which 1s mainly concesned with the women =
the homemaker and welfare of thedir familly life.
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Home Economlsts equipped with better knowledge of
family living will be able to focus m different socio-
aconomic problems of every day life of familles, and be
sble to critically analyse the problems of the rural
familiese The respansibility of Home Economicsts include
not only evaluating and finding out loopholes in programmes
but alse helping government in formalation, modificstion
and implementation of programmes geared towards upliftment

of rural women.

It is worth mentioning hexe that in 1980, the Governw
ment of Gujarat chose the Faculty of Home Science, M.S,
University of Baroda {SIP, 1980) as the most suitable
expert Institution for undertaking a socloseconcmic
investigation in the two Talukas of Baroda district with
the major objectives of assessing soclio~geconomic backgrounds
of rural women, and devising lncome=generating activities
for these women which would help to ralsing their leval of
livinge.

A similar gpproach c¢an he emlated in the college
of Home Economics in Bangladesh« For more effective imple=-
mentaticfs of the develdprzent programmes, the staff of this
college should extend thelr best possible help and co~Opera=
tion to government initiatives regarding the upliftment of
the rural women which is presently one of the chief concems
of the development of rural Bangladesh.



The foregoing discussion highlights that there is a
great necessity for investigation of socio=economic
conditions of rural women to provide necessary feedback %o
the planmming, implementing of policies and programmes
orlented toward women development in Bangladesh. Hence,
the current study with the major cbjective to investigate
the role of rural women labourforce in development and its
impact on various aspects of family living has been under-

taken.

POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTION OF THE PRESENT STUDY &

Dissemination of the findings on women's role and
status as the present one will help womenfolk in general and
the rural v;maen in particular to realize that they also,
1ike their male counterparts by actively participating in
variong econeomic sctivities can contribute to the economic
development of the famlly and thereby of the nation ag a
wholes They would come to learn that they are not suppoged
t0 remain confined within the four walls Of the homesteads
as obedient and dependent wives, but can as well signi-
figantly contribute towards boosting the income oOf the
family by making proper use of their unutilized potentialse.
By exploding the traditional, social and religiocus myths
and superstitions which a¢t as impediments in rural women'g
participation in ocutside activities. the study will help to
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mobllize them to come forward in practical field with men
by brezking the traditional purdah system. Women, as’
contributiors to family economy will naturally feel more
involved in family affairs and less dependent on their
husbandse This is likely +o bring sbout a remarkable
change in and toward the attitude of women. Women theme
selves will begin to assert thelr own rights and respone
sibilities and their counterparts will begin to treat them
as partners in their famlly progress instead of caretakefs -
of kitchen and children. The present study can thus make a
hunble beginning in the tagk of raising the status of women
in the eyes of family and the society.

The observation that participation of women in various
soclo-economic activities is a 'sinecqua non' for steady
development of the country will arouse interest in womenfolk
to take active parts in such activities. Findings of the
study based on the opinions from the respondents could
reveal that women are gradually becoming more and more
interested and willing to get employed in ocutside activi-
tiese Keeping this in view, attempts will be made by publie
and private enterprilses to increasgse existing job, and
training and other facilitﬂie‘s and to create sultable new

nes to engage the willing women.

The present research, as it intends 0 study the
comditions of rural women 'in situ' will take into considera~

tion their background and education, likes and dislikes,
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problems and difficulties, and also their willingness or
otherwise to participate in outside gainful activities.
The results of the study, therefore, will show the way to
formilate more effective programme for upliftment of rural
women and devise waye and means to ensure thelr maximim
participation in the development process. A root~-based
study like the present one will make readily availeble
the basic data and informetion to the planning authority

¢en the bagis of which future course of work can be planned.

Further, on studying the family living pattern of
the rural women the present research also Intends to make
gome suggestions to improve the lot of these long neglected
pactions of population. It is assumed that for lack of
aducation, training, knowledge and experience these women
are not gware of time saving devices and different ways
of making best use of thelr resourdeg. To lmprove theilr
gkill and efficiency they are to be trained. To impart
them basic knowledge in differen’c’ household, professional
and managerial activities and community development,
arrangements can be made from time to time by experts of
Home economics in the form of seminars, refresher's
courses, extenslon services. Han:ﬁbcoks and pamphlates may
be distributed to those who can read, practical demomstrae-
tion, lectures and discussions may be arranged for those

who are unable to read. Successfully implemented, such
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measures will increase the efficiency of rural women and
consequently, will lead to improvement in the pattern of
their living conditilom. Apart from dmparting eduézationo
they might be given income generating activities with
view that money in a woman's hands will be gpent for the
betterment of the quality of 1ife of their families.

Such a study of multidisciplinaxry approach as the
present one will widen the scope Of Home Economics as a
social scilence. Providing guidelines with empirical data
it will alse enrich the contents of Home Economics courses
in Bangladesh. The bulk of Bangladesh comprises rural
areas; therefore, contents of education in general and
that of Home Eccnomics in particular, should accordingly
be adjusted to the needs 0f these rural masses who fomm

the grass roots of any development programme.

The f£indings of this resear?h in the foxm oOf
suggestions from the rural women will helﬁ the different
organizations to formilate policies and undértaks projects
to improve the condition of rural women. ,Developmeﬁt
programmes and projects undertaken to suit their tempera=
ment and liking will ensure their maximum co=operation asnd
will accordingly improve their lot. If the working condi=-
tions of the employed women are improved and if they are
paid better remuneration, the rate of female participation
in thes labour forde will automatically increase.
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" such attempts as to prcvide‘ rural women with income

generating activities would open up a variety of emplcgé

ment opportunities to the specialists in Home Economicsg.

For instance. it will create sc:pp%e for Home Economilsts to
werk as project workers, social w%lfare workers, tesearchers
An any development oriented *:I.n stiitutioﬁ or Grganizakion and
also as expert members of decision-wmaﬁcing bodies concerning
women's welfare, like buresu of Mﬁ.nistry of Women Affairs.
Moreover, with practical experiente and with 3mowledge of
Home Economic:s they can make important suggestions €0 the
M:!.nistry of Flanning as expert members. ‘

\
ﬂ':I‘he; jpﬁematicn collected ber the Investigation will
provide data base which will fi_llzup the %acunae in research
work on women and development asg well as encourage other
researchers to undertake further ambitiaus Work on fural
women developments Moxe such sys};ematic and scientific
studies on rural women in diffexextut villages of Bangladesh
ﬁqxld positively contribute to thé total development of the
. ¢ountry by sccelerating women's participation in economic

agtivigiess.

|

|
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SPECIFIC GBJIECTIVES 3 |
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The present study focuses on the following specific

objectives, t
|
1
|
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To analyze the demographic and socilo=economic
characteristics of the spouses and their householdas
and determine the relative status of women on the

basis 0f these dakae

To determine the extent of female labour force
participation, and study the occupational pattern of

the employed and unemployed women.

To study the working conditionsg of the employed women,
their satisfaction/dissatisfaction with the work, and
identify the determinants of female labour partici=
pation (FLP)},

To study the family behaviour pattem of households

in selected arecas indicating the status of women in
the home and community, and test the relative strength
of female labour participation along with € other
explanatory variables, viz., socio=economic gtatus

of the household, family size, religilon, and literacy

\
of wonels

The indicators selected were 2

(a) decision-making power im the home.

{b) division of labour in the household responsi~
"7 bilities, |

{c} control over family purse,

(a) control over fertility,
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7.

{e) participation in community development

" ' organizationm,

(f) Perception towards life, and

(g) Opinion towards progressive notions namely,

small famlly noxm and ecuality of sexa

To study the consumption expenditure pattern of the
gample hougeholds ag a prelude f£for assessing the
strength of female labour force participation on
congumption level along with soclo-economic status,

rellgion and family size as explanatory variables.

Po £it Simple Linear Regression model for deriving
parameters of marginal propensity to consume and income
elasticity for different groups of food and nonfood
itenms for the entire sanple households.

To £it Malilple Stepwise Regression model to the

(s) status score of the women, (b) consumption axpen=
diture on different goods and services for assessing
the Influence of female labour force participation
along with other explanatory varisbles, namely, socio=
economic status, religion, literary level, family size.

-~

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY &

The scope of the study is limited; it was mainly

conpemed with the rural women of two villages in Bangladesh.

By confiming the gtudy to rural women both employed and

unemployed, married, widow, divorced or deserted all kinds

of women were included in the sample, but, all of them had



family life« The women who had no family life, were
excluded from the purview of the study. However, only
married women whether living with husgband or divorced and
theix households were included.

Moreover, 'as the major objective in the present study
wag to f£ind ocut the extent and lmpact of female labour
partdcipation on family living, it was mecessary that the
agtratified rendom sample of households should conglste:
of females of both employed and unemployed categories having
a home and family life.

The study was limited to only two villages. Hence,
the represmtativéness of the findings for all rural sreas
of Bangladesh could be questioned. Though this is an
inhexent limi;.atim for all such types of empirical investi=
gation, still it is a fact that, there are some fundamental
features common among ‘the villagexrs and their ways of life
in Bangladegh. As the proverb says “one needs to tesgt one
grain in a pot of rice to know whether the rice in the
pot has been properly boiled or not, Similarly, one needs
t0o cast a close look in a village of a country to unders
stand rural socioweconomic conditions of that cauntry®

(Hﬁqlle' M‘Hu 1973é pﬂzio



U 43

ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 1

The organization of the present study is as followst

Chapter I has Introduced the present Investigation
and its juséification through defining and clarifying the
concept ‘Women and Development' and discussed the status of

women in*socio—economic and cultural context of Bangladesh.

Chapter II traces a reviewy of existing literature

relevant to the present investigation.

Chapter III presents the research design including
the methodology and theoretical framework of the study.

Chapter IV deals with the findings and discussion
wiﬁhlreqnisite Interpretation.  This chapter is divided
into three sections. These aret (1) the findings on the
soclio=gconomic and demographic characteristics of the sample
respondents) (2) the extent of female lsbour force particie
pation and its impact on the status of women in the family
and (3) the consumption expenditure patterﬁ of the households.

Chapter V summarizes the whole study and notes the
£indingss It also suggests some guidelines towards policy
iml ications.



