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Prof. Shagufa Kapadia, my research guide and mentor. Her meticulous
approach to academics compels me to demand higher level competencies
from myself. I thank her for being a rigorous teacher and at the same time
her good-humored nature made research and learning a delectable

experience. I am extremely fortunate to find an austere academician,
receptive and responsive teacher and a witty and cheerful individual
embodied in the role of a guide and mentor to me.

Prof. Rajalakshmi Sriram, Head, Dept. of Human Development and
Family Studies for her encouragement and appreciation of my abilities
concerning academic learning and research. I especially thank her for
taking keen interest in my work and for her valuable inputs during
department seminars as well as for sharing academic resources related to
my study.

Prof. Prerana Mohite, Former Dean, Faculty of Family and Community
Sciences and now Prof. Emeritus, Department of Human Development
and Family Studies, for her insightful contributions during the process of
content validation of the tool, for her concern for my professional progress
and for her feedback during the department seminars.

Dr. Thomas Vadaya, Director of Insight, Institute for Personal Growth,
Prof. Rajaram, Former Professor Department of Sociology, M.S. University
of Baroda and now Dean, School of Social Sciences, Central University of
Gujarat, Gandhinagar, and Ms. Mrudula Paranjape Tere anthropologist
for their perceptive contributions during the process of content validation
of the tool.

Prof. Jeffery Arnett, Research Professor, Department of Psychology, Clark
University, Worcester, USA for his critical suggestions for the synopsis
during his visit to the department as a Nehru Chair Professor. Moreover, I
am grateful for his kind gesture of sending me the book “Romantic
Relationships in Emerging Adulthood” which is invaluable for my work
and understanding.

Mr. Apurva Pandya, Doctoral Candidate and Research Fellow in the
department, with experience in counseling individuals at risk (HIV) for his



discreet inputs during the process of content validation of the tool. He is
very proactive in finding new (and free!) software and tools for data
management and analysis and I thank him for introducing me to some of
them. It makes work not only easier but more efficient. Most importantly,
I thank him for scrutinizing the reference section for the thesis.

My Parents, Poonam and friends for their inputs in translating the tool
from English to Gujarati.

Ms. Sujata George, Research Assistant at the Women’s Studies Research
Centre, M.S. University of Baroda, and a Doctoral Candidate in the
department, for helping in the process of establishing inter-coder
reliability, sparing her time to go through the lengthy interviews and
responding promptly.

Priyanka, Anjanaji, Rajeev, Monali, Jigneshji, Rushit, Darshan and
Khyati (Pinkuw) for helping me find some of my study participants.

I especially wish to acknowledge Parimal, Kunal, Bhargav and Vatsal for
contributing in many significant ways throughout the process of the
doctoral program.

-Boney, Amit, Manthan, Chandrasinh and Simran for helping in digitizing
the enormous data.

Azra for helping me find participants for the concept map study and also
offering her skills in creating a visually very appealing concept map. I also
thank her for referring me to people efficient at digitizing the Gujarati
data.

Gurjot for helping me to improve two of the ‘smart art’ figures in the
results section and giving me a ‘reader’s perspective’ on some of my
‘scholarly’ lines!

' Dr. Rachna Kulkarni, Dr. Bhamini Mehta, Priyanka, Asmita, Swati and
Shalakha for thinking of me and also bringing to my notice, whenever they
found any study, conference, newspaper article related to romantic love!
Also, a special thanks to Asmita and Bhavmit for many of the ‘love is’
cartoons. |

I appreciate the critical feedback offered by all teachers, friends,
colleagues and master students during the department seminars.



