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DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT, 2005 

 

ACT NO.  53 OF 2005 (23
 
rd December, 2005)                 

 

OBJECTIVE:  

 

To provide for effective management of disaster, for mitigation of effects of disaster, 

for administering, facilitating, coordinating and monitoring emergency relief during 

and after occurrence of disasters and for implementing, monitoring and coordinating 

measures for reconstruction and rehabilitation in the aftermath of disasters, in the 

State of Gujarat and for these purposes to establish the Gujarat State Disaster 

Management Authority and to specify other agencies and for matters connected 

therewith or incidental thereto. 

It is hereby enacted in the Fifty-fourth Year of the Republic of India as follows:- 

 

CHAPTER I: PRELIMINARY 

1. Short title, extent and commencement 

a) This Act may be called the Disaster Management Act, 2005. 

b) It extends to the whole of India. 

c) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by 

notification in the Official Gazette appoint; and different dates may be 

appointed for different provisions of this Act and for different States, and any 

reference to commencement in any provision of this Act in relation to any 

State shall be construed as a reference to the commencement of that provision 

in that State. 

2. Definitions 

 "affected area" means an area or part of the country affected by a disaster; 

 "capacity-building" includes— 

 Identification of existing resources and resources to be acquired or 

created; 

 Acquiring or creating resources identified under sub-clause (i); 

 Organization and training of personnel and coordination of such 

training for effective management of disasters; 



 "Central Government" means the Ministry or Department of the Government 

of India having administrative control of disaster management; 

 "Disaster" means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or grave occurrence in any 

Area, arising from natural or manmade causes, or  by accident or negligence 

which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and 

destruction of, property, or damage to, or degradation of, environment, and is 

of such a nature or 

 magnitude as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the 

affected area; 

 "Disaster Management" means a continuous and integrated process of 

planning, organizing, coordinating and implementing measures which are 

necessary or expedient for— 

 prevention of danger or threat of any disaster; 

 mitigation or reduction of risk of any disaster or its severity or 

consequences; 

 capacity-building; 

 preparedness to deal with any disaster; 

 prompt response to any threatening disaster situation or disaster; 

 assessing the severity or magnitude of effects of any disaster; 

 evacuation, rescue and relief; 

 rehabilitation and reconstruction; 

 "preparedness" means the state of readiness to deal with a threatening disaster 

situation or disaster and the effects thereof; 
 "mitigation" means measures aimed at reducing the risk, impact or effects of a 

disaster or threatening disaster situation 

 

CHAPTER II: AUTHORITIES FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Authorities for disaster management 

With effect from such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the 

Official Gazette appoint in this behalf, there shall be established for the purposes of 

this Act, an authority to be known as the National Disaster Management Authority. 

 

  



CHAPTER III: FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT 

4. Functions of the State Government 

 Every State Government shall, as soon as may be after the issue of the 

notification under sub-section (1) of section 3, by notification in the Official 

Gazette, establish a State Disaster Management Authority for the State with 

such name as may be specified in the notification of the State Government. 

  A State Authority shall consist of the Chairperson and such number of other 

members, not exceeding nine, as may be prescribed by the State Government 

and, unless the rules otherwise provide, the State Authority shall consist of the 

following members, namely:— 

 the Chief Minister of the State, who shall be Chairperson,  

 other members, not exceeding eight, to be nominated by the Chairperson 

of the State Authority; 

 The Chairperson of the State Executive Committee,  

 The Chairperson of the State Authority may designate one of the members 

nominated under clause (b) of sub-section (2) to be the Vice-Chairperson of 

the State Authority. 

 The Chairperson of the State Executive Committee shall be the Chief 

Executive Officer of the State Authority,  

 

CHAPTER IV:  FUNCTIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

GOVERNMENT 

5. Functions 

 A State Authority may, as and when it considers necessary, constitute an 

advisory committee, consisting of experts in the field of disaster management 

and having practical experience of disaster management to make 

recommendations on different aspects of disaster management. 

 The members of the advisory committee shall be paid such allowances as may 

be prescribed by the State Government. 

 

  



CHAPTER V: ESTABLISHMENT AND CONSTITUTION OF THE 

AUTHORITY 

6. Establishment and incorporation of Authority 

7. Constitution of Authority 

8. Meetings of the Authority 

9. Proceedings presumed to be good and valid 

10. Officers and employees of the Authority 

11. State Relief Commissioner 

CHAPTER VI:  FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY 

12. Certain functions of the Authority 

13. Data Collection 

14. Repository of information 

15. Disaster Management Plans 

16. Awareness and Preparedness 

17. Recommendations to be made to the appropriate authority 

18. Relief 

19. Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 

CHAPTER VII: POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER 

20. Powers and functions of the Chief Executive Officer 

 The State Government shall, immediately after issue of notification under 

subsection (1) of section 14, constitute a State Executive Committee to assist 

the State Authority in the performance of its functions and to coordinate action 

in accordance with the guidelines laid down by the State Authority and ensure 

the compliance of directions issued by the State Government under this Act. 

 The State Executive Committee shall consist of the following members, 

namely:— 

 the Chief Secretary to the State Government, who shall be Chairperson, 

 four Secretaries to the Government of the State of such departments as the 

State Government may think fit,  

 The Chairperson of the State Executive Committee shall exercise such powers 

and perform such functions as may be prescribed by the State Government and 



such other powers and functions as may be delegated to him by the State 

Authority. 

 The procedure to be followed by the State Executive Committee in exercise of 

its powers and discharge of its functions shall be such as may be prescribed by 

the State Government. 

 

CHAPTER VIII: POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE RELIEF 

COMMISSIONER 

21. Emergency Relief 

22. Other functions of Commissioner 

 

CHAPTER IX: POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COLLECTOR 

23. Powers and functions 

24. Other powers and functions 

 

CHAPTER X: FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

25. Functions 

26. Disaster management plans for Districts 

 

CHAPTER XI: DUTIES OF POLICE FORCE, GRAM RAKSHAK DAL, 

HOME GUARDS, CIVIL DEFENSE AND FIRE SERVICES 

27. Duties of Police Force, Gram Rakshak Dal, Home Guards etc. 

 

CHAPTER XII: DUTIES OF COMMUNITIES, PRIVATE SECTOR 

ENTERPRISES AND OTHER AGENCIES / PERSONS 

28. Duties of community groups and youth organizations 

29. Duties of factories, private and public sector entities 

30. Duties of voluntary agencies 

31. Duty of citizens 

 

  



CHAPTER XIII: DECLARATION OF AREA AS DISASTER PRONE AREA 

OR DISASTER AFFECTED AREA 

32. Declaration of area as disaster prone area or disaster affected area 

 

CHAPTER XIV: FINANCE, ACCOUNTS, AUDIT AND REPORT 

33. Fund of Authority 

34. Borrowing of money 

35. Budget 

36. Accounts and audit 

37. Annual report 

 

CHAPTER XV: OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

38. Offences and penalties 

39. Cognizance of offences 

40. Offences by companies 

 

CHAPTER XVI: MISCELLANEOUS 

41. Power of entry 

42. Delegation of functions 

43. Power of the State Government to issue directions 

44. Power to issue direction 

45. Members and employees to be public servants 

46. Protection of action taken in good faith 

47. Power to make rules 

48. Power to make regulations 

49. Dissolution of Society 

50. Power to remove difficulties 

51. Saving 

 



The M. S. University of Baroda 

Faculty of Social Work 

Baroda- 390002 

 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 

 

Topic: “Knowledge and Preparedness of Village Level Disaster Management 

Committee (VDMC) Members regarding Community Based Disaster Preparedness for 

Flood” 

 

                                            Section – A  

                                                           Personal Information 

1. Name of Respondent : 

2. Status/Designation : 

3. Name of the Village :                                           

4. Taluka :   

5. Age of VDMC Member:                                                                                                                                  

A.(    )  20 - 30 years                                                                                                                      

B. (    )  30 - 40 years                                                                                                                          

C. (    )  40 - 50 years                                                                                                                     

D. (    )  50 – 60 years 

E. (    )  60 & Above 

6.  Gender of VDMC Members:     A. (  ) Male                       B. (  ) Female 

7. From which religion do you belong?                                                                                                  

A.(    )   Hindu                                                                                                                                      

B. (    )  Muslim                                                                                                                                     

C. (    )  Jain                                                                                                                                 

D. (    )  Other 

  



8. From which caste do you belong?                                                                                                    

A.(    )   Schedule Caste                                                                                                                             

B. (    )   Schedule Tribe                                                                                                                                                 

C. (    )  Other Backward Class                                                                                                                                             

D. (    )  General category 

9. Education qualification of VDMC Members:                                                                                                    

A.(    )  Illiterate                                                                                                                                                            

B. (    )  Primary Education                                                                                                                                                 

C. (    )  Secondary Education                                                                                                                                                         

D. (    )  Higher Secondary Education                                                                                                                     

E. (    )  Graduate                                                                                                                                                                                

F. (    )  Post- Graduate                                                                                                                                                       

G. (    )  Any Other             

10. Occupation of VDMC Members:                                                                                                                  

A.(    )  Job/service                                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )  Business                                                                                                                                            

C. (    )  Agriculture/Farming                                                                                                                                                         

D. (    )  Labour Work                                                                                                                                                                       

E. (    )   Other work   

11. Blood group:                                                                                                                                                      

A.(    )  A
+ 

                                                                                                                                                                           

B. (    )  A
-
                                                                                                                                                                                  

C. (    )  B
+
                                                                                                                                                                               

D. (    )  B
-                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

E. (    )  AB
+                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

F. (    )  AB
- 
                                                                                                                                                                              

G. (    )  O
+                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

H. (    )  O
-
 

12. Marital Status:                                                                                                                                                            

A.(    )  Married                                                                                                                                                                      

B. (    )  Unmarried                                                                                                                                                          

C. (    )  Widow 

D. (    )  Widower 

E. (     )  Divorcee  



     13.   Monthly Income: 

A. ( ) Less than 5000 

B. ( ) 5,000 – 10,000 

C. ( ) 10,000 – 15,000 

D. ( ) 15,000 – 20,000 

E. (  ) 20,000 & Above 

Section: B   

Family information 

14. From which type of family are you belonging?                                                                                   

A.(    )  Nuclear Family                                                                                                                        

B. (    )  Joint Family                                                                                                                                                

C. (    )  Extended Family 

15. How many family members are living in your family?                                                                           

A.(    )  Less than Four                                                                                                                               

B. (    )  4 to 6                                                                                                                                                

C. (    )  6 & Above                                                                                                                                                   

16. Type of House:                                                                                                                                                           

A. (    )  Kachha house                                                                                                                                                            

B. (    )  Pakka house                                                                                                                                            

C. (    )  Semi Pakka house 

17.  Monthly income:                                                                                                                                                         

A.(    )  Less than Rs.10,000                                                                                                                          

B. (    )  10,000 to  20,000 Rs.                                                                                                                      

C. (    )  20,000 to 30,000 Rs.                                                                                                                      

D. (    )  30,000 to 40,000 Rs.                                                                                                                                             

E. (    )  40,000 & Above                                                                                                                                                  

Section: C  

Information Related To Disasters 

 

18. Do you have any information about disasters?                                                                                         

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                            

B. (    )  No                   



19. Have you ever experienced any disasters?                                                                                  

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )   No     

 

20.  If yes, which are the Types of disasters?  

A. (  ) Natural 

B. (  ) Manmade 

C. (  ) Others 

21.  Which Natural Disaster/s is/are most prevalent in your village?                                                                                        

A.(    )  Flood                                                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )  Earthquake                                                                                                                                                                                  

C. (    )  Cyclone 

D. (    )  Others                

       Section: D  

       Information Related Flood 

22. Do you know about Flood?                                                                                                             

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                 

B. (    )  No    

23. Are you living at flood affected area?                                                                              

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                          

B. (    )  No 

24. Has the flood come in your village in last 10 years?                                                                     

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )  No       

25. In last 10 years, how many times floods have occurred?                                                                      

A.(    )  1 to 3                                                                                                                                                

B. (    )  3 to 5                                                                                                                                              

C. (    )  5 to 7 

D. (   ) 7 & Above 

26. Which river is very nearer to your village, and that river sometime can create the 

situation of flood?   

A. (  ) Mahisagar 

B. (  ) Sabarmati 



27. How many days you have to face flood?                                                                                             

A.(    )  Less than 2 days                                                                                                                         

B. (    )  2 – 4 days                                                                                                                 

C. (    )  4 - 6 days                                                                                                                      

D. (    )  More than 6 days       

28. Which group are more vulnerable in the situation of Flood?                                                                            

A.(    )  Children                                                                                                                                                   

B. (    )  Pregnant women                                                                                                                                        

C. (    )  Older Person                                                                                                                                                      

D. (    )  Women                                                                                                                                                                 

E. (    )  Disable person 

29. Which group of occupation have suffered a lot at the time of flood? 

A. (  ) Fishermen 

B. (  ) Job Seekers 

C. (  ) Farmers 

D. (  ) Others 

Section: E 

Preparedness for Flood 

          Pre - Disaster: 

30. Have Awareness generated programmes been organised in your Village?                              

A. (    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                   

B.  (    )  No 

31. Do you get training for Disaster Mitigation?                                                              

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

32. Do you have any trained swimmers in your Village?                                                                                                    

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No        

33. If trained swimmers are there... do you have the contact number of them?                                 

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No                            

  



34. Have the awareness generated lectures ever been organized in your village for the 

awareness of flood?                                                                                                                

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

35. Have the First Aid training ever been organized in your village?                                                     

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

36. If yes, Do you get the First Aid training?                                                                            

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                             

B. (    )  No 

37. Have the Mock drill ever been organized in your village?                                                                              

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

38. If yes, how many times?                                                                                            

A.(    )  One time                                                                                                                                                  

B. (    )  Two times 

C. (  )  More than Two times 

39. Do you educate your Family & children about disasters?                                                           

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

40. If Agriculture is your occupation than have you ever plan for seasonal crops?                                       

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

41. At that time which kind of crops you have chosen?   

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

During disaster: 

42. Do you know about search?                                                                                                            

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No  

  



43. Which is/are type/s of Search? 

A. (  ) Physical Search 

B. (  ) Canine Search 

C. (  ) Electronic Search 

D. (  ) Others 

44. How did you do the search operation?  

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

45. Have you played any role in Search operation?                                                                                      

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                             

B. (    )  No 

46. If yes, what was it? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

47. Do you know about Rescue?                                                                                                          

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

48. Have you played any role in Rescue work? 

A. (  ) Yes 

B. (  ) No 

49. If yes, what was your role in rescue operation? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

50. Do you have any information about the different signals of the rescue work at the 

time of Flood?                                                                                                                         

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

51. In the situation of flood, White Signal is used for the “Alert”.                                                      

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  False 



52. In the situation of flood, Blue Signal is used for the “Alert for evacuation”          

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  False 

53. In the situation of flood, Red Signal is used for the “Emergency evacuation”                                                                                               

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  False 

54. How much percentage of water increase in water resources have been declared as 

a high alert by concern authority?                                                                                                                                          

A.(    )  60        B. (    ) 70       C. (    )  80       D. (    )  90 

55. If water level is 70% in water alarm than it is called as “Warning stage.”                                            

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  False 

56. If water level is 80% in water alarm than it is called as “Alert stage.”                                             

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                  

B. (    )  False 

57. If water level is 90% in water alarm than it is called as “High Alert stage.”                           

A.(    )  True                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  False 

58. In the situation of flood, should we go to unknown areas?                                                        

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

59. In the situation of flood, can we use the flood water as drinking water?                               

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No 

60. In the situation of flood, have the rescue team of villagers save the people?                               

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No                                                                                                                                                                

61.  [I] Rescue equipment – boat is available in your village?                                                                       

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No    

[II] Rescue Equipments like live jackets, ropes and tubes are available in your village? 

A. (  ) Yes 

B. (  ) No                                                                                                                                                     



62. In the situation of flood, if there is a need of evacuation, have you evacuated at the 

safer places?                                                                                                                                                 

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No      

63. If Yes, Which are they?                                                                                                                    

A.(    )  Gram Panchayat                                                                                                                      

B. (    )  School                                                                                                                                     

C. (    )  Dairy                                                                                                                                     

D. (    )  Temple 

E. (  ) Others 

64. Which one is the speedy channel of communication for Flood Warning?                                                                                                                     

A.(    )  Gram Panchayat                                                                                                                      

B. (    )  TV , Radio                                                                                                                                  

C. (    )  Villages                                                                                                                                   

D. (    )  Telecom or Mobile 

F. (   ) Others 

65. In the situation of flood, whom will you give the first preference to be saved?    

A. (    )  Home                                                                                                                      

B. (    ) Younger   & Family members                                                                                                             

C. (    ) House Equipment                                                                                                                                    

D. (    ) Aged 

66. Which number is used in Emergency during Disaster?                                                                             

A.(    )  1077                                                                                                                                                          

B. (    )  1070                                                                                                                                                      

C. (    )  100                                                                                                                                                   

D. (    )  108 

67. Have you taken help from Gram Panchayat at the time of Flood?                                                                                                          

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  No                                                                                                                                                     

    

  



68. Which kind of help you had taken?   

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

69. Which Authorities have came for help in the time of disasters?   

A. (   ) GSDMA 

B. (   ) NGOs 

C.  (  ) Others          

70. Which NGOS have came for help in the time of disasters?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________      

    

Post disaster: 

71. Do you know about evacuation?                                                                                                     

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                             

B. (    )  No 

72. If yes, which are the types of evacuation? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................. 

73. Do you believe that strong sense of community belongingness exists after 

disaster?                                                                                                                                                

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                           

B. (    )  No 

74. Has flood affected your children’s education?                                                                                     

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                       

B. (    )  No 

75.  Have the diseases spread after flood situation? 

A. (  ) Yes 

B. (  ) No 

  



76. Which are your steps to avoid various diseases occurred after disaster? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

77. Have you ever participated in developing activities of your village?                                    

A.(    ) Yes                                                                                                                                                       

B. (    )  No  

78. Are Proper Drainage systems needed for development of your village?                             

A.(    ) Yes                                                                                                                                                       

B. (    )  No  

79. Are Irrigation & Canal facilities needed for development of your village?                          

A.(    ) Yes                                                                                                                                                       

B. (    )  No 

Section: F 

Information Related VDMP 

(Village Disaster Management Plan) 

 

80. Do you know about Village Level Disaster management plan?                                                       

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )  No  

81. Do you know about different committees work for Disaster management?                   

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                    

B. (    )  No  

82. If yes, which are they?                                                                                                                               

A.(    )  Warning team                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  Search & rescue team                                                                                                                                             

C. (    )  First aid & Medical team                                                                                                                                      

D. (    )  Relief , Self shelter and Coordination team                                                                 

E. (    )  Water & sanitation                                                                                                                                  

F. (    )  Damage assessment team                                                                                                                                                   

G. (    )  Counsellors 

  



83. You are the member of which committee? 

A.(    )  Warning team                                                                                                                                                     

B. (    )  Search & rescue team                                                                                                                                             

C. (    )  First aid & Medical team                                                                                                                         

D. (    )  Relief , Self shelter and Coordination team                                                                 

E. (    )  Water & sanitation                                                                                                                                  

F. (    )  Damage assessment team                                                                                                                                                   

G. (    )  Counsellors 

84. Which are the functions of Warning committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

85. Which are the functions of Search & rescue committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

86. Which are the functions of First aid & Medical committee?    

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................  

87. Which are the functions of Relief, Self shelter and Coordination committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

88. Which are the functions of Water and Sanitation committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

89. Which are the functions of Damage assessment committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

  



90. Which are the functions of Counsellors committee? 

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

 Section: G 

 Information Related Disaster Management Act 

91. Do you know about the Disaster Management Act 2005?                                                                                      

A.(    )  Yes                                                                                                                                 

B. (    )  No 

92. If yes what do you know?  

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................... 

93. Do you agree with the slogan.....?” Afat same ni purva taiyari aj sacho upay”  

A. (   )  Yes                                                                                                                                 

B. (    ) No 

 

 

             

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 




