ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to express my profound gratitude to my research guide Dr. M. N. Qureshi,
Associate Professor, Department of Mechanical Engineering, Faculty of Technology and
Engineering, The M. S. University of Baroda, for his persistent guidance, continuous
encouragement and constant support throughout this research journey. He has dedicated
innumerable hours in painstakingly correcting and guiding this research work. His expertise,
experience and resources contributed significantly to the completion of this research work. 1
am deeply indebted to Dr. Qureshi, my guide, mentor and motivator, for his total involvement
in the research and making this a reality.

| am grateful to The Vice Chancellor and the Registrar of The M. S. University of Baroda,
Vadodara for providing me this opportunity.

| am grateful to Prof. S. S. Bhattacharya, Dean, Faculty of Technology and Engineering, The
M. S. University of Baroda for his support and guidance in completing this research work.

| am indebted to Dr. Dharmendra S Sharma, Head, Department of Mechanical Engineering, M.
S. University of Baroda for his support and guidance. | am thankful to all the Faculty Members
of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, M. S. University of Baroda, for all the support
| received throughout my research work. The office staff and the non-teaching staff of the
Department of Mechanical Engineering helped me and supported me whenever | approached
them and | am thankful to them.

Prof. G. D. Kharadkar of the Department of Mechanical Engineering was a guiding figure for
me throughout my research work. He was a constant support and great motivator. His
contribution to successfully completing this research is very significant and | thank him for the
same.

| am grateful to the very supportive Librarian and staff of the Smt. Hansa Mehta Library of the
M. S. University of Baroda and the Librarian and Staff of Central Library, Christ University,
Bangalore who helped me in accessing all the literature | needed for this research.

My sincere thanks to the Management of my present institution Christ University, Bangalore
and my previous institution, Babaria Institute of Technology, VVadodara for providing me all
support. I gratefully acknowledge and thank Dr. Suniti Phadke, Dean Institute of Management
and Prof S Sudhindra, Associate Dean, Institute of Management, Christ University.

Above all, I thank Almighty God for making all this possible.
Vadodara

Date: Georgy P Kurien



