CHAPTER : V
THE TRADITION OJF

ASTROLOGICAL WORKS
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Jambusara is famous for its population of Jambu

Brahmanas from which the name “Jambusara” seems to have

been derived. This caste of bhramins of Jambusara lined in the
Bhartich region with two other two castes of Brahmpa like
Kapil Brahmans of Kavi and éingiilya Brahmna of Ankale§vara
who are notable from the antiquity for scholarship of the Vedic
tradition. The Jambu Brﬁﬁmagas living in a regi'onr‘in‘_z—ir.ld-'
around the Jambusara town are found to be quite innovative
specifically in the field of astrology during the fifteenth and
sixteéenth century. The ,reword seems to be a golden time for
both astrology and Sangkrit L@terature.

Jambusara is reputed as ancient city to which the famous
writer of a distinct book, Niruktavriti namely Durgasinh
belonged. Thus the place inherits a léng line of Vedic
scholarship. It is said to be associated with the creation of the
two of the six braches or ancillaries of the Veda called the
Jyotisa (astrology) and the Nirukta. A great astrologer like
Varahamihira refers in his distinctive work on astrology,
Brhatsamhita to Latadeva as an eminent astrologer of the lat
region. Thus, the region is recognizedh for its scholarship in

astrology. Astrology is a science of speculation of future events
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based on the placement of stars and planets at the given time or
as the time of when a person in question was born. It includes
two aspects of astrological scholarship namely Ganita that is
mathematical calculations and Phalit that is speculative reading
or forecasting on the future. The work done in the Bhartich
region in the field of astrology pertains mostly in the area of
“Ganita”.

The geographical location of the place too played a vital
role in addition to the knowledge of astrology. The place had
earned reputation as business sea-port over the time. It allcs\x;ed
the people of the region to explore new contacts with business
communities of Sri Lankd, Rome, Egypt, Arab countries, etc
through sea voyages on business purposes. These wide contacts
brought in to a field of astrology a new Tajak system of the

“Yavanjyotisa,” i.e. the western astrology. This system is found

to have a good spread and popularity in the region. This way
two places in the Bhartich region Bhartich and Jambusar claim

a pioneering contribution in the field of astrology.
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Haraji Daivajna :

As mentioned earlier, the scholarship in astrology sprang
from a single family line of Jambu Brahmanas belonging to
Jambusara. The first writer in the family line is Haraji Daivajna
who has written a highly celebrated book in astrology titled
Manasagari Paddhati. It is a rare book that guldes a new learner

of astrology about the two aspects of astrology, ‘Gamta and
“Phalit” in a lucid language and explanation. It helps a new

learner to enter the field of knowledge and develop clear
" understanding. The book also abounds in practical applications
of astrology to render viable solution and guidance on various
kinds of problems in life. Such merits increased the popularity
of the book among scholars, astrologers and common poople.
The book gives a distinctive reference of its author in its

concluding verse, “Puspika”. It goes like,
RigsAvES fierer: FifeeamEs:
S AT AUSHHNT STl T
ST T T SR 3 S W IO
WCGTERST Sl TRt ok W1 AR 11
Which means, Haraji a son of an eminent astrologer

namely Janardana who was pioneer in scholarship in astrology.
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He is deeply involved in the study of the Srutis and Smrutis. He
claims pioneering work in the scholarship of astrology by
producing unique knowledge. He was bom in the éangiilya
descent that is eminent among Brahmanas of Gujarat and
illuminated with scholarship his family of priests. He describes
the “yoginida$acakra” with the method called the “Sphutariti”
i.e. the method of exposition and expahsion. ‘

Anotﬁer reference to the author is made by Yajnikanatha
Daivajna in his significant work on astrology, Jatakacandrika.
Yajiiikanatha metions about his father and g;and father and
mentions »an eminent scholar and astrology Harji as his

grandfather. He says : u : —

which means there lived a Brahmana namely Haraji who
illuminated a bunch of lotus flowers in the form of pious
Brahmana. He lived in Jambusar.he felt proud about building
his conduct of deeds ( a ctrons) that the Vedas preach and
reached beyond the deep”sea of ‘the meaning of the Vedic

knowledge.



The later reference suggests that Harji was Y3jiiikanatha’s

grandfather and that both the books on astrology have sprung
from the same family line of astrology. It also refers to the
family pride of higher degree that the family earn through their

deep involvement in the study of Srutis and Smrutis.

Haraji Daivajha’s Manasagari Paddhati :

» Ménasé;garf Paddhati is ”an invaluable treatise on
astrology. The subject matter of the book explains astrology in a
very simple and lucid style. -

Astrglogy,ig a science split under two disciplines namely
‘Ganita’ i.e. calculation and ‘Phalit’ , ie. speculation. The
‘Ganita’ method holds discussion on stars or planets, eclipses,
etc. The ‘Phalit’ method focuses on the matters concerning a
person in question. (T&jak ) (svaraprana), omen, etc.
Manasagari Padhhati is a simpler book among the books of the
Jataka kind. It is simple in the subject matter on astrology and it
is also simple in the Sanskrit language in which the matter is
explained persons with little knowledge of the Sanskrit language

can understand the subject with little. The book contains fine

chapters that present different aspects of the subject matter.
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Chapetr One : The chapter begins with an invocation to god
as good. (omenious) beginning. It includes adoration to Jaina-
Vaisnavi and to Yavani. It then gives a detailed method of
making a horoscope and detailed description of the Forecast of
the calendar like the yuganayana, samvatsara, etc.

Chapter Two : The chapter discusses the matters like the

twelve kinds of mood (‘dvadadbhiva’), receiving clarification (
spashtikaran grhana), union of two planets (‘devi grhayuti’)
union of three planets (‘rigrahayuti’), union of four planets
(‘caturgrhayauti’), unior_x of five wplanets (‘pancagrahyutf’i,
union of six planets (‘sadgrahayuti’), union of seven plane
(‘saptagrahayuti’), description of the outcome Tresult) of the

union of planets, etc.

Chapter Three : The third chapter deals with subjects like the

result of the bhavgata lagne§a, the present mood of the Lord of
the marriage high planets and the result of the stars staying in

twelve moods (‘dvada$abhavagata Rasifala’) the result of the

planets staying the sign of zodiac like Taurus, etc. method of
selecting tools of six types (‘sadvarga sidhanividhi’) and its

results.
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Chapter Four : the chapter presents subjects like

‘pancamah@purusayoga’, meeting of five kinds of great persons;
‘sunaphadiyoga, ‘anckdnekayoga’, ‘veSiyoga’, ‘voéiyoga’,
‘Hansayog'a’ , ¢ Amarayoga’, and many other kinds of union and
the result of such union. Besides it, the book talks about the
Rijayoga of various kinds, ‘Arishtayoga’, ¢ Arista bhangayoga’,
‘dvadaabhavafal’, nine planets, ‘Purushﬁkéfaé_akra.’ “and many
other such charkas, fala samyukta "rashmifala, ¢
Ashtakavargafala’, and also ‘sthanadi grahabala’, ¢ Bhavafala’,
“and the ~df;scription of the series of age like ‘pinda’, etc.

(‘Pindadi Ayukrama’) all these subject are described with care

and minuteness.

Chapetr Five : This Chapter brings to its readers a very
popular method of astrology called ‘Dashi Paddhati’. Th’e
chapter also describes to its care the matters like ‘Vi$ottari’,
Ashtottari Sandhya’, cohditions and internal conditions (‘da$a
and antarda$a’) like yogini, vida$a’, etc.

Yajnikanatha Daivajna’s :

Jatakacandrikd is another signification book on astrology in the

Sanskrit language that was produced in the Bhartch region. The
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writer Yajniikanatha Daivajiia lived in the family line of Haraji
De;ivaj fia the pioneer in astrology in the region. He was Haraji’s
grandson and lived in the fifteenth century. Yﬁjﬁﬂ(gnﬁtha
provides these details in the initial verses of his book
Jatakacandrika.

The invocation at the outset of the book pays solution to the
nine plariets. This verse is found in his grandfather’s book
Manasigari__Paddhati as the fifth verse. Following the
invocation, the writer talks about his reputed family line that

gbes like:
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| frrE R ReRAT RS ET T |
SAHEATH bR Sl ATGHERoIS 9 11
Which means, I bow to the lotus like feet of Lord Ganesa,
Goddess Sarasvati, Goaddess Parvati and shri Krusna, and I
also bow to the sacred feet of my mother Sri Naku who has
departed for the heavenly abode.

In this verse he pays respect-and homage to his departed - -
mother as the first and the-foremost in his family. painting her
next to gods and goddesses. In the next verse, Yajnikanatha
writes:

SRR YT 8 S SRUNTHAE! |

SR TESTIEER TRl GaRsEsis ya: 1R

AR SIS T GGV EAT |

AT ST foReae STahiaea 11311
Which mean, there lived in Jambusar a Brahmana call Haraji,
who had well knowledge of the meaning of the Vedas, who
takes pride in acting and behaving in the manner the Vedas
preach and who enlightens a group of Brahmans, pure and
sacred like lotus flowers.

Further in the sea of his conduct they lived a son namely
Blabhadra who was steady like the Mandaracala hill in the midst

of the sea and his son Yajnikanatha is now busy writing this
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book Jatakachandrka. Thus, ;che author furnishes goc;d details
about his descent and his family that helps in preparing a
historical record of the books. This goes in common with many
Sanskrit writers. This infect is gbod practice for the sake of
records and references for the posterity. After the personal
details there follows the writer’s presentation of the subject The
- writer presents the-subject in six chapters called ‘Prabodha’, he
gives Puspika’ at the end of the chapter. The ‘Puspika’ states
like: }

3 off AR ERfamEitadETEtTE: ... WE 1)
Means here ends~ the first "Prabodhaa chapter called
‘Vilekhanakramabhidhna’ in the book Jatakacandrika written by
Yajhnikanatha . This too goes with the popular tradition to end a
chapter followed religiously by all Sanskrit writers. Even at the
end of the book there is a last verse, the ‘Puspika’™

st SigETae R T EUHRIRTT 1|

¥ Marest: giaurrl EeeRiEewsed gm@ 1 ¢ 1
TGRS ATHT WhITRTaT S aigsha |
AFNETIRSOTR ST |1 33 11

Which mean hail to the city of Jambusar that is a place as

beautiful as an ornament adoring the earth. The reason is one
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Yajhikanatha who happens to be a son of a Brahmana namely
Balabhadra, who stayed in the city and who surpassed the deep
sea of meaning of the $ruti, has eelightened the world with this
Jatakacandrika. Now remove at once the dense darkness of
ignorance of people of knowledge with the light of
Jatakacandrik3 .

" These references point out a few facts, that Yajmkanatha
belonged to Jambusara. He held great love and pride for his
birthplace. He held high respect for his family their ancillaries.
The fact that he was a son of a great scholar Balabhadra who
had understood thoroughly the meaning of the Srutis is cleared
mentioned in the ‘Puspika’, verse at the end of the sixth
‘Prabodha, Chapter:

TRIRRNTIEM! 1 §8: YaY: §9m:
which means, here ends the sixth Prabodha, chapter namely
Mahada$a in the book Jatakacandrika written by Yajnikanatha
who is Baladhadr’s son.

These ample and clear references by the writer may sound

inapt as over glorifying by the writer himself. But they certa{nly
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help to prepare historical documents to provide a specific

context.

Jatakacandrika :

The science of  astrology comprises of three
components: 1 ¢ Siddhaant’, i.e. the principle, 2. ‘ Samhita’, the
theory and 3. ¢ Hora’ the practical appliqaﬁons through
calculation. The book, Jatakacandrika deals with the
components of ‘Siddhanta’ and ‘Hora’. More specifically, the
book discusses minutely the matters related to mathematical
calculations. The chapters of the book are ;alled ‘Prabodha’.

The book consists of six ‘Prabodha’, chapters.

The first and the second chapter include the invocation to
goods and goddesses, introduction to the writer and his family
line and poems of adorations like ‘yavani’ etc. Then it details on
the matter that are required in a horoscope and also discusses
issues such as ‘ayana’, ‘rtu’ (season) and ‘yoni’.

The third Prabodha is the central focus of the book. The
chapter is significant as it deals with the chief element of the
subject. The writer discusses the method of calculation that goes

into making a horoscope. It indicates how to show clearly
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help to prepare historical documents to provide a specific

context.

Jatakacandrika :

The science of  astrology comprises of  three
components: 1 ¢ Siddhaant’, i.e. the principle, 2. ¢ Samhita’, the
theory and 3. ¢ Hora’ the practical applications through
calculation. The Mbook, Jatakacandrikd deals with the
components of ‘Siddhanta’ and ‘Hord’. More specifically, the
book discusses minutely the matters related to mathematical
calculations.- The chapters of the book are called ‘Prabodha’.
The book consists of six ‘Prabodha’, chapters. .

The first and the second chapter include the invocation to
goods and goddesses, introduction to the writer and his family
line and poems of adorations like ‘yavani’ etc. Then it details on
the matter that are required in a horoscope and also discusses
issues such as ‘ayana’, ‘rtu’ (season) and ‘yoni’.

The third Prabodha is the central focus of the book. The
chapter is significant as it deals with the chief element of the

subject. The writer discusses-the method of calculation that goes

into making a horoscope. It indicates how to show clearly
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" ‘Sarvak$a’, ‘Gatesta’ and Istaghati’ etc. It explains in {a simple
way a method to find out ‘dinaman’ and ‘lagna’ and also to find
out ‘bhava’ ‘Hord’ dreskana’ ‘saptaman$a’ nvaman$a’,
‘dvada$dn$a’ ‘trida$ansa’, kundli etc. Besides these, the chapter

offers clarification appropriately the issues like mention .

‘saptakavarga, ‘astakvarga’, etc. that are considered in reference

toa ﬁoroscope.

The fourth Prabodha details on the definitions of signs of
zodiac like Taurus, etc. and the planets like the sun, etc. It also
explains the sién of zodiac of the plénets and describes them in
detail.
" The fifth Prabodha too shows significance of the planets
and the signs of zodiac. It points out the significance related to

i

the twelve types of moods, ‘dvada$abhava’. The name of this
chapter is
TedERiroquniitg  which means presenting the secrets of the

planets.
The sixth Prabodha is the concluding chapter that deals
with subjects like ‘Mahdda$a’, ‘Antaradas$a’, ‘Upadada’ and

‘Dinadasa’.

147



The book is comprehensiye to include so many matters on
the subject of astrology and thus, it may be viewed as a pot that
contains in it the entire sea of knowledge. It ﬁay serve as a
valuable text book on astrology that ﬁelps any common reader
to learn the mathematical calculations of astrology with simple
method and lucid language. Here lies the value of the book.

The vb'oolgs, Mansagari Paddhati by Harji Daivajfia and
Jatakacandrika by Yajiiikanatha Daivajfia represent the
valuable heritage of knowledge of astrology that is handed down
S0 ;:arefully in the family line. One gets this indication when he
views both the books carefully. One may notice some similar
matters in both these books. —

(A) Both the books are the books on the ‘Jataka a’ methods

that stays in the tradition of astrology.

(B) Similarity in words and meaning are noticed in the fifth
verse of the invocation part at the outset of the book,
Manasdgari Paddhati and the first verse of invocation

with which the book, Jataka chadrika opens. The verses

go like:

-~

T TEgeeERdl O AR
T[S 9 T 6 ol HE W AT |
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Tgage U foqe ; Fowimd
et viifaeRt e waal 9 99| WE |
(HH.-3-4,ST1E-2R)
Both these verses convey the sense that let there be progress of

the family with the Sun’s adventure, the Moons’ lofty position,
well-being by the Mars, lofty intellect with the Mercury’s grace,

‘and grace fullness by the planet Jupiter, happiness by the Venus -
and e;ijoyment by the planet Saturn. in this way, let all the
planets be pleased and bestow ever on you the joys of life.

(C) Both the books offer information on the writers, their
families and the descents. The‘ also the names of the

<

writer’s father and his grandfather. The writers mentions
the names of their ancestors with a sense of pride as
belonging to a Brahmana family of higher merits as they -
remained ever busy in the study of the Sruti and the
Smruti.

(D) More significantly, these two books explain similar

methods of calculating the ‘ayanan$a’ that is used in

astrology. For example, you substract four hundred forty

five from the $§alivahana $aka-year and what remains is

the %ald’. If you divide the figure by sixty and the new

149



figure is called the ‘ayanan$a. In the contemporary sense,
the ‘ayanansa’ is a figure that is obtained with multiplying

the figure with number of months that have passed since

the first day Ekama of the Caitra month and adding to it

five pulses etc. this is the me;hod that the book

Manasagari Paddhati shows. The book, Jatakacandrika

t00 shows the similar method. :

In this way, considering all the similarities and identical
methods that the two books explain it is well established that
the writer of Mansagarii Pa‘ddhflti2 Harji Daivajiia was
related to Yajnikanatha the writef of Jatakacandrika as his
grandfather belonging to the same family line that belonged
to Jambusar. This Marks a significant contribution to the
“Sanskrit litrature in general and science of astrology in

specific.

Visrama Pandita :

Vi§rama Pandita was the third scholar in the line of
astrologers who had his origin in Jambusar. He lived in the
sixteenth century and contributed four book on astrology

namely, (1) YantraSiromani,
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Which means, he had a son called Janardana who earned
reputation in the world by his own virtues. He too had a son
Purushottama who was a treasure of virtues and was reputed for
his most virtuous behgvior. And there was born a scholar named
Visrama Who remained involved in offering prayer to the sacred
feet of Lord Ganesh, who was expect in all three sections. He
writes this book called Yantradiromani that abounds in various
methods of working in agirology. The verse that follows
gives the time of the 5ook;
s wwbrig 2l H TR
sl e f geeRdeed: L
° . (= BT - 9 3)

which conveys that, this book has been written by me in the
shake year 1537.

the introducdon of the writer that the book,
YantraSiromani gives is also found in almost similar words in
the book, Jatakapaddhati.'' Considering the time of the book if

can be concluded that the book, Jatakapaddhati had been written

ten years earlier to the time when the book, Yatra§iromani was
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written. Pointing at the time of the book, _Jatakapaddhati,

Viérama writes:
e UG LW WA T AHE |
T AT Yo qoate el FARTHTefE: 11 -

These reference clearly point out Jambusar in Gujarat as
the place of origin of the writer and he belonged to the caste of
éanc_lilyé Brahmanas that resided in places around Bharfich.
The other two \;vriters, Harji Daivajna and X}ijﬁikanﬁtha
Daivajiia too belong to the éanc}ilya line of descent of
Brahmans.

The books on astrology that Viérama Panciita wrote are
available. They include four books namely 1. Grhana Gratha, 2.
Jataka Paddhati, 3. Yantra §iromani, 4. Kunda §iromani.

1. Grhana Grantha

This is Vishama Pandita’s book o:1 astrology related to its
component of ‘Gapita’ mathematical calculation. One
manuscript of the book is available for reference at the Oriental
Institute of the M.S. University of Baroda, Vadodara."” Just two
pages of one another manuscript is found at the Cunilal Gandhi

Vidhyabhavana at Surata.'* The manuscript of the book

preserved at the Oriental Institute library at Vadodara is a
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complete version. Its size is 21.6 cms X 11.8 cms and it has four
pages. It is written in Sanskrit, but no reference is available
indication the time when it was written. Both the manuscripts

conclude with the Psuhpika verse that informs:

g o SiffeR qesemresT fagmor frfaer weonfE. ..
Which means that small book is named Grhana Grantha and it
is written by Vi§rama, Purushottama’s son who is quite
~ knowledge person in the sub_ject of astrology. Further, the
manuscript preserved at the Oriental Institute gives a complete
text of the book in seven verses. The book informs in the
seventh verse;

oA R AEieRNgEeRs  wenies St

R |
This verse informs and the title of the book too indicates that the

-book throws light specifically on the point of ‘Grhana Ganita’

that forms a significant part of astrology. The book gives
mathematical tables related to the eclipse and its release that
may be prepared at the time of eclipse. The place where the

book was written is Jambusar. This along with the writer’s

information makes one point clear that during Viéram’s time

153



there might be a good spread and popularity of the science of
astrology'speciﬁcally related to Ganita

2. Kunda siromani :

Visrama Pandita wrote another book called
Kunda$iromani. one manuséript of the book is available at the
oriental Institute of the M.S. University of Baroda, Vadodara."”
The ménuséript of the book in the Sanskrit lénguage was ﬁrst
available in the year 1905. the manuscript indicates that the
book was written in the Saka year 1521. The book is in the form
of rituals or practice of doing an experiment in astrology. The
manuscript contains thirteen pages. The writing is found‘ on both
the sides of the pages. Regarding the subject matter of the book,
it can be seen that the book is about the method of making
(kund) for the altar to perform yajnas. The book includes
essential details related to making a ‘kund’, its significance and
matters related to the benefits that can be derived out of it. In the
book the verse no 1 to 79 deal with the subject matter, the

eightieth verse gives a following Puspika :
@i = afeoR e fagsem g |

ot ST eIt St aseeeRl BT 1co 1
I dRiguag: WL R Fadmar v

154



FUSTHMIGIAHIEA |iTa: 11¢R 1
i 5t SfifeE qoumeT Ry E: Fue BRI T |
This, the Puspika informs that the book was written by Visram,

a high scholar purushottam’s son in the city of Jambusar.

3. Jatakapaddhati :

The science of astrology calls those books as Padhhati
r 'Grantha,.thé books of me‘thédblogy that discuses the methods
concerning the making of a horoscope among such books, some
books namely 1. KeSvi Jataka, 2. Govinda Paddhati, 3. Jataka
Bodhini, 4. Jataka Dipika, 5. Jatakacandrikd; 6. Janmapatri
Vidhanama, 7. Paddhati Kalavati, 8. Ratna Paddhati, 9. Jataka
Ratnavati, 10. Jyotisa Kedara, 11. Divakari Padhhati, 12.
Jatakapaddhati, 13. Paddhatiratna, 14. Sripatipaddhati 15.
Bruhatjataka 16 Minasagari . All these books make useful
statements about how to make a good Horoscope. Normally, ths
components that books of methodology mention are found like :
1. Sadhana, a tool, 2. Spasta Graha, a clear planet, 3. Lagna 4.
Bhavsadhana, sentiments, 5. Drshti, vision, 6 Shadbal, strengths
(vigour) of six types, 7. Ayurda, the giver of life and 8. Da$as’,

conditions of life.
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The; chief base of all these methods is available mostly in
the book, Bruhadjataka a. Of all tﬂe methods, the method ¢
Keévi * Jataka a Paddhati’ is the best, Visrima’s Jataka
Paddhati is found to be similar on most grounds to the renown
method Keévi jataka paddhati. Visrima’s Jatakapaddhati
contains eight chapters and forty seven verses. In these chapters
and verses matters like:‘bhz“xv\’rﬁdhyﬁy,’ | ‘draé’gi’ bala’ etc. are
discussed. The following is the details of the verses that are
found in the
Chaptersﬂi

. 9EEgE verses 1 to 8 08
R TE™EN verses 9 to 12 04

3. 2P verses 13to23 11

¥. EEHY verses 24 01
4. ARFRME™ verses 25to 36 12
& forg verses 37 01

9w, RMEY verses 38to44 07

¢. TgeRER verses45to47 03

47 verse in

total
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The time of the book is given in the Puspika According it
is the Saka year 1529. The writer gives his detailed introduction
in the last three verses. It confirm about the author of the book
Visrama Pandita who was a son of a r;:nown scholar
Purushottam and who was a native of Jambusara.

4., Yantrasiromani :

This book is also based on the component of ‘Ganita’ in

the science of astrology. The book opens with an invocation to
Lord Ganesh, a destroyer of all hurdles. The first six verses in
the beginning offer a gen—eral introduction of the book. It also

provides details of the knowledge of various “Vedhayantra” that

the writer obtained from his forefathers. The bodk consists of

seven ‘mani’ i.e. chapters as a chapter is named here as ‘mani’.

The book Yantrasiromani presents the subject in seven mani in

the following way in total two hundred and nineteen verses:

YT - ARG 114 verses.
ﬁ:ﬁ?}qﬁn - SdErEnT 088 verses.
gagmftn - FrenfieEmtT 062 verses
TIqEmnT - g 014 verses

YaEAT - gREsTEmiT 012 verses
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ygAfT - AfosrrEHor 005 verses
PEUE - S3EuE gareEnr 004 verses

Total: 219 verses

In this book, subject related to astrology are discussed at
length. They include c
s, , L, s [, 4 '
HAIH, ﬁﬁﬂﬁm, AlGHRTIER etc. |

At the end of the book, the writer offers a detailed
description of his family line and the city of his birth. He clearly

writes:

It means that the book was written in the city of Jambusar and
the writer was a grand son of Anant, who belonged to éandilya

Descent and a son of Purushottama who was born in the same
descent. The book was written in the §aka year 1537. The details
of descriptions that the writer offers about his family and the
place of birth unfolds before the reader one brilliant tradition of
astrology that was evolved at Jambusara and that was forgotten
in the tides of adverse times. The present research seeks to

discover it and revive it by its presentation so that the posterity
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would know the value of Jambsar and the Bhartch district, so
far undermined, in its true spirit.

r - 7
Sivarama Sukla:

Several other references are available that point
significantly at another writer on astrology. He was Sivarama

Suklawho was Viérim’s son several book are found to be

ascribed to him. He too belonged to Gujarat and wrote on
astrology. There is a difference of twenty five years in the time

when both the writers wrote. Accordingly, Viéram’s book was

. > = . L o
written earlier to Sivrama’s book Krutyacintdmani. Sivrama

writes about himself at the outset of his book:
Vit et s Rt sl 1
He writes in the Puspika of the book:

ﬁﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁmwﬁﬁm

ey Rt
Further, one more reference is found in the book
Karmapradipavyakhya:

Trewd fasmg aF & |

. 9
Foreror e faafifagei 93 11 .
All these references show that Sivraima was Viérima’s son. And

he belonged to the Modha caste of Brahmanas.
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It is a matter beyond doubt that the Brahmanas of 'modh
caste had resided in Gujarat. No specified reference is available
to point at a specific place in Gujarat at which these Brahmanas
lived and created this book on astrology. But since Sivram is
shown as clearly related to Viérama Pandita as his son and
when ViSrama Pandita is clearly shown to have belonged to
Jambusara, a clear line of relation between Sivrima and the
place Jambusara can be established ((irawn). Further,Shivarama

mentions his father’s name in the book, but no where he refers
to his mother. In the beginning of the book, he devotionally
remembers only lord Ganesha.

The writer’s time :

All the end of the book of essays, Kiutya chitamani; the writer
indicates the time when he wrote his books :

ey i 2 g Ao |

TAgERm(R) T4 9 Teiad 11

ST TRIAR SR |

Rrermur T W&fﬁmﬁ: TH: T
The Puspika informs that the writer completed this book in the
Shake year 1562 and the Vikram year 1697. It means’the yea1; of

the book was 1640, on this ground, the time of the write can be
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ascertained same where at 1601 or the beginning of the
seventeenth century. He must have writer other books too
during the same period. He has written about ten to twelve
books in the form of essays or commentary in the, ritual
methodology ( Karmakand ) of the Samveda and the
dharmas$asétra. They can be listed as under:
|. poafammpr , 2. wfataamnn 3. wfawampT: :,
4. srerFefamiT |, 5. SR - sEREE
6. gaitTeata - Mitegesare | 7. S i -
vmrEE | 8. TR - w9
TRy - e , 10, wueusderagETaefy , 11
FTEEEEE |, 12 BMe<) 35 .

All these twelve books are available in the writer’s name :

<

1.  Feframi:

This book is the biggest and the most

detailed of the book that§ivarima Sukla wrote. Four of his

books are found in the serves of cinatamnai, namely
| FeTamamE, 2. shEmdEEaEe: 3. SR 4.
wftaamr: Of these four books, the Frafawamin  a detailed

book on the Dhrmaéﬁéhtra based on the Gabhilasutras It is a
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creation 'in the form of lectures on the sutras in the branch of the
Samaveda. Through it is supposed to be a definition it is so
detailed that it makes one compléte and separate essay in its
way. (

The book is a great source of guidance and consultation
for the Brahmanas of the Samaveda branch in their religions
practice as it‘contains a detailed explanation of the method of
the practice of the Samv'éda. It also offers different view-s and
opinion of scholars on the bases of the quotations derived from
the books written earlier to this book. Three manuscripts of the
book are available in the collection of valuable mam;scripts
presented at the prancya vidhyamandir, Vadodara®'.

The book presents the subject matter in five chapters
called Prakash: the subject matter may be.outlined as under:

Praki§a One : The first chapter is the ‘Adhana Prakasa’, it

presents a scholarly discourse focusing on details related to
subjects like the worship to -Loard Ganesha, nandishradha,
agnyadhana, etc. The author explains these subjects elating
illustrations for various other authors on the subjects. Thus, the
chapter is made of good and lucid writing that gives easy yet

rich reading.
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Prakasa Two : The second chapter is called the Ahnik

Prakaga , It dwells on detailing on the routine ‘Ahnik’ rituals
such as ‘yagnOpaevitaprétkaranavidhi’ , ‘shaucha sanana’,
‘sandhya,’ ‘tilaka ,” ‘vai$vadeva,’ ‘bhojanasayampratarhoma,’
etc. that ought to be performed daily.

Prakaéa Three : The third chapter is called the

‘Sthalipakaprakasa.’ It discﬁssés wifh édequaitely su;iportiilg
details the subjects like ‘daSapaurnamisa’, ‘pindapitruyajiia’,
‘raddha VaS$istha’ _according to ‘Sraddhakalpa,’ ‘amavasya
- $raddhanirnaya,’” ¢ pak$adisthalipaka’, ‘pravisa krutyani;naya’;

‘punaradhana,’ etc.

Prakas$a four : The fouth chap"t-érs is clle&w ‘Samskar Praka$ it

drills on sixteen types of the ‘Samskara’ ritmals beginning with
‘daraparigraha’ to go up to the last one clled the ‘samavartana’.

Praka$a five : The fifth chapter is the Paksanstha Praka$’. If

includes in its discussion subjects like ‘apakarma’, ‘ashvayajiia,’

[4

‘goyajiia,” ‘éravandkarma,” ‘aSvayuji’, Agrayanakarma,’

‘Agrahiyana,’  ‘strastarirohana,” ‘ashtakda,’ ‘anvastaka,’

‘somyajfia,” ¢ Indrayajaa,’” kamyakarma,’ etc. It concludes with

a verse:
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ma@a'uﬁgﬁr JTASFIOE! TE |

qEFIGA daks e sag H
It means as long as the salty sea stays, the (nakshtra)
constellation of stars adore the sky, and the moon and the sun
shines this book will have appreciation of the readers. The beok
helps to decide the time of its making with various references

that it cites from different authors of the time. The ‘Puspika’ at
the end of the book to helps us to decide~ the time of the book as
discussed in the earlier part. The vast store of references from
contemporary writing makes it the most reliable and valuable

H

source of knowledge on the Dharmashashtra.
. SEgera=ImT:

This book is available as three manuscripts preserved at

- 22

the Pracya Vidhyamandir, Vadodara.” Of these three
manuscript, the manuscript no. 1127 contains additionally the
subodhini commentary on the book. The book contains three
chapters called’Prakds$’. It present the subject matter in these
three chapters as detailed below:

Praka$§ One : The first chapter explains the post mortal

ritual (antyeshti’) up to the point of ‘sapindikaran,’
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Praka§ Two : The second chapter presents different

scholarly‘ views on the deaths of women during the menses
period and the pregnancy etc and presents scholars decision on
the subjects.

Praka§ Three : The third chapter elaborates on the

remaining ‘shraddha’ rituals such as ‘nityaneimityaka,’ etc.
3. FuaraariT:

This book is -given in a form of a discourse on the

annexure to the ‘gobhiliya’. The book is available in two

manuscript preserved at the Pracya Vidhyamandir at
Vadodard.” The first manuscript presents a method at the ritual

called ‘vastushanti’. The second manuscript presents different

subjects in two chapters. The first chapter present matters on
setting -constellation of nine planets at  worship,

‘navagrahamandal sthapana,’ etc. It inctudes the forms of the
nine planets (‘navagrahasvarlipa’) setting the constalaltion
(mandalasthdpana’) idols and required material (murtidrvya’)
the type of a planet (‘graha$aati’) place of birth (§anmabhiimi’)
etc. The second chapter offers in great detail subjects’ like ‘hom

graha$anti’ (sacrificial ritual for calling peace for home) ‘hom-
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kram’ (steps of performing a sacrificial rituzil); ¢ hom-dravya’
(material ‘required for a sacrificial ritual). In the part following
if, it presents the rituals like nakéaﬁa s&anti’praying for peace of
the planets), ‘kuyoga$anti’ (calming down of ill happening) etc.
That go among the calm-down rituals prescribed by the
Dharmashastra. This book prove quite useful and valuable to
sch(;lars c;f the ﬁtuals pertainiﬁg to the Sa:maveda branch.

¥, AT

Rudra cintﬁm;lni-: this book offers a method called the

‘rudra,” It explains a method of performance called

‘ekarudratiradranam.’ The book is available in one manuscript

preserved at the Pracya vidhyamandir at Vadodara’ #

W, FHHUSINATAT - sRranhe ek .

Sivarama Suklas written a definition of ‘carmapradip’ that

is recognized as ‘candogaparishishtha’,.It is a book useful to all

people in general and not only to the Brahmanas belonging to
the Samveda branch of knowledge. It provides guidance about
actions that are beneficial 4o all people. The book is also known

as “Gobhilsmruti” or “Katyayansmruti”. It enumerates on

common place rules and codes of normal human behavior. It
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explains subjects like the significance of the sacred thread,
direction in to which one should move his action, etc. Since it is
the book on which the sage Katyayan offered commentary it is

known as Katyayansmruti. Sivrama Shukla’s present book is a

commentary on Katyayan’s book. The book is available in two
manuscripts preserved at the Pracya Vidhyamandir Vadodara.”
o _ . 4

The book describes briefly deeds of normal routine in a

human life and their significance. They include the morning
worship exercising teeth with cut piece of a ‘baval’ tree;}
dantadhavan; both offerings to the sun and deities prayer at the
twilight,” ‘Sandhyavandana,’ offering to Load Bhrahm3 worship
. of Lord Visnu, five type of great offerings, Pancamahayajna,
. ofifering food to the Fire, Veiévadevambhojanvidhi; ritual of -
worship at the twilight,” ‘Sayamsandhyi,” etc. The book is
available in one manuscript at the Pricya Vidhyamandir, -
Vadodara. *°

9, aszaﬁéam

The book is an index of the deities, sages and meter of the

Samveda. One manuscript of the book is found at the Prancya

vidhyamandir, Vadodara.
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The books other that those mentioned above by the same

author include Subodhinipaddhati, a commentary on the

Gobhilaguhyasiitra, Karikirthabodhni a commentary,

Navagraha$anti paddhati, Ch;indogén'i'yﬁhnik
Mandapkartavyatapuja paddhati,etc. No manuscript of these
books are found any where so far. It is required that a search
‘may be conducted to trace out the books. They too are in the
manuscript from yet to be published. The entire body of the
writer’s books speak of his scholarship versality to write on the
Samveda branch of knowledge and his skill’to present the
subjects lucidly to help common readers’ undefstanding. He is
thus_a scholar-of Gujarat whose contribution to the Samveda -

branch of knowledge is praiseworthy.

Mahendrasuri :

There lived yet another scholar in the Bhartiich region who
wrote on astrology. He was MahendraStiri. He was a Jaina
hermit who had renounced his family and adopted the ‘sanyas,’
hermit hood. It is for this reason perhaps that no detail is
available about his family associations. But the Puspika, the-
concluding verse of his book Yantraraja grantha mentions about

him clearly as a Jaina hermit who resided in Bharuch.
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This writer sets a tradition of the teacher-disciple, ‘Guru-
shisya péramparii’ parallel to the tradition of the family line

initiated by Haraji Daivajna. The former belong to the Jaina
sect, while the later belongs to the Brahmana community.
MahendraSturi belongs to the Jaina tradition of transferring
knowledge through a link between a teacher and his disciple that
worked so i)dt_e'ntly' in Bharfich. The contribution that he impérts ”
in astrology has taken the writer further to be recognized at the
national level. He is thus well reputed in India.

Mahendrasri wrote a book titled Yantraraja. He stayed at
Bhartich and worked on the book. Thus, the place earns credit
from the writer and his brilliance However, little is known about

Mahendrasiuri’s teacher Madanchandrasiiri who was born in the

Shubhankara Porval family. He was a son of Diahada .He
adopted the Jaina hermit hood and became a hermit.
Mahendrastiiri is supposed to have earned good reputation
in the field of astrology. The history records that he was the
chief astrologer to the royal family of the sultan of Delhi,
Firozshaha Taghlag. The book Yantraraja that he has written on

astrology is in five chapters and it explains how one can make

techniques (Yantra) to attain powers or potential ties of certain
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kinds.zghThe book opens with a mention of fourteen techniques
(Yantra) and in the rest of the book he conducts a discussion on
subjects relate to astrology Mahendrastiri mentions in verse 40
of the first chapter of the bool;s the ‘nak$atra’ year samvat 1427.
From it, if may be known that he lived in the fourteenth century.
MahendraSturi’s disciple Malayenduastiri has written a
éommeniary on the i::ook Yantrarﬁj:a. His timé too would bé the
fourteenth century. These twb books written in Sanskrit carry
enough value to support the claim of the contribution of the

Bhartich region to'the Sanskrit Literature.

Yantraraja :

The book contains five chapters. Is has in total 179 verses.
It is a book related to the ‘Pancifig’ an astrological calendar. It
is mentioned at the outset of the first chapter the book and a
commentary on it was written in Sanskrit in the region of
Bhrugupur, i.e. Bharfich. It mentions Mahendrasiri,
Madanstiri’s disciple as the author (writer) of the book and
Malayendustiri, Mahendrastri’s disciple as the writer (author)
of the commentary. Thus, it represents the tradition of a teacher

and his disciple.
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The first chapter first mentions ‘Yantras’ of fourteen

kinds. Then after, the author Mahendrasuir pays prayer to his
teacher MadnaSiiri in the opening verse:
#t TR &l TR wHEm
DI fEaHI=aT Wped WA
TR TR R 1

After paying respect to his teacher, he mentions the
intention of writing this book in the second and the third verse.
The fourth verse -explains the significance of the_book

Yantraraja. The first chapter is named ‘Ganitadhyaya’. It has

:seventy verses that discusses thé subjects like :

'I:hq second chapter is called IageaTAr™ It has seven
verses. The verses relate to the type of the gdsEe Yantraghat.
The seventh verse in the chapter mentions that the book was
written in Bhrugupur, Bhartch.

The third chapter is named F57=Area™. It has twenty eight

verses. They relate to subjects like :
TEISH U ITTET '
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Here also the place mag.u'pur is referred.
The fourth chapter is called I=zRyATeET
It has seven verses. They relate to subjects like:
Here, also the seventh verse mention Bhrugupur, Bhariich

where the book was written.

The fifth chapter is named Zafaeromeam . It contains sixty

seven verses. These verses discusses subjects like dafa=mRon |

ﬁvm.

The concluding verse of the book mentions with

salutation to the author’s teacher Madansiiri that the book was

written in the region of Bhrugupur, Bhartich. ** It goes like,
ST PR A TOTHTHYSTHIIT:
Helt FARTHET YT e
A wganfe farfad ga=r™
TR garssiiF fermmon g=rm 1)
(T~ 3.4 -E\9)
This way it can be seen that a variety of literature on

astrology was written in the Bharuch region between the

fourteenth century and nineteenth century. This literature covers
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a wide array of subjects related to astrology and details on its
various aspects with all minuteness. The literature is little
known or was not been recorded adequately for the simple
reason that it was produces during he dark ages when Indian
was shattered and battered ungler foreign invaders and rules and
in turn lost its vigor and valour. Under the damaging influence
and policies of the British rules particularly it was usuﬁied of its
glorious past and tradition. As a result, much of valuable writing
was either ignored or put in oblivion. This might be the fate that
the Sanskrit writing on astrology and on all different subjects-
produced in the Bharlich region might have faced. But as it is
said knowledge does shine one day like a pearl although buried
under sediments of <and of earth ages when one discovers it if
regains its value and restores its glory. It is strongly felt that a
day has come when similar kind of fate should occur to the body
of Sanskrit literature written in the Bhartich region so that the
posterity might derive benefit from the brilliance embedded in it

in various forms.
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