
CHAPTER: V

THE TRADITION OF

ASTROLOGICAL WORKS
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Jambusara is famous for its population of Jambu

Brahmanas from which the name “Jambusara” seems to have
• •

been derived. This caste of bhramins of Jambusara lined in the 

Bharuch region with two other two castes of Brahmna like 

Kapil Brahmans of Kavi and Sandilya Brahmna of Ankalesvara 

who are notable from the antiquity for scholarship of the Vedic
r _

tradition. The Jambu Brahmanas living in a region in. and 

around the Jambusara town are found to be quite innovative 

specifically in the field of astrology during the fifteenth and 

sixteenth century. The reword seems to be a golden time for 

both astrology and Sanskrit Literature.

Jambusara is reputed as ancient city to which the famous 

writer of a distinct book, Niruktavrtti namely Durgasinh 

belonged. Thus the place inherits a long line of Vedic 

scholarship. It is said to be associated with the creation of the 

two of the six braches or ancillaries of the Veda called the 

Jyotisa (astrology) and the Nirukta. A great astrologer like
c

Varahamihira refers in his distinctive work on astrology, 

Brhatsamhita to Latadeva as an eminent astrologer of the lat 

region. Thus, the region is recognized for its scholarship in 

astrology. Astrology is a science of speculation of future events
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based on the placement of stars and planets at the given time or 

as the time of when a person in question was bom. It includes 

two aspects of astrological scholarship namely Ganita that is 

mathematical calculations and Phalit that is speculative reading 

or forecasting on the future. The work done in the Bharuch 

region in the field of astrology pertains mostly in the area of 

"Ganita”.

The geographical location of the place too played a vital 

role in addition to the knowledge of astrology. The place had 

earned reputation as business sea-port over the time. It allowed 

the people of the region to explore new contacts with business 

communities of Sri Lanka, Rome, Egypt, Arab countries, etc 

through sea voyages on business purposes. These wide contacts 

brought in to a field of astrology a new Tajak system of the 

“Yavanjyotisa,” i.e. the western astrology. This system is found 

to have a good spread and popularity in the region. This way 

two places in the Bharuch region Bharuch and Jambusar claim 

a pioneering contribution in the field of astrology.
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• • lrx • • ^Haran Daivaina:

As mentioned earlier, the scholarship in astrology sprang 

from a single family line of Jambu Brahmanas belonging to 

Jambusara. The first writer in the family line is Haraji Daivajna 

who has written a highly celebrated book in astrology titled 

Manasagari Paddhati. It is a rare book that guides’ a new learner 

of astrology about the two aspects of astrology, ‘Ganita’ and 

“Phalit” in a lucid language and explanation. It helps a new 

learner to enter the field of knowledge and develop clear 

understanding. The book also abounds in practical applications 

of astrology to render viable solution and guidance on various 

kinds of problems in life. Such merits increased the popularity 

of the book among scholars, astrologers and common people.

The book gives a distinctive reference of its author in its 

concluding verse, “Puspika55. It goes like,

srfrr wcf #r tsmw:
^ m ^FFTbr I!

Which means, Haraji a son of an eminent astrologer 

namely Janardana who was pioneer in scholarship in astrology.
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He is deeply involved in the study of the Srutis and Smratis. He 

claims pioneering work in the scholarship of astrology by 

producing unique knowledge. He was bom in the Sandilya 

descent that is eminent among Brahmanas of Gujarat and 

illuminated with scholarship his family of priests. He describes 

the “yoginidasacakra” with the method called the “Sphutariti” 

i.e. the method of exposition and expansion.

Another reference to the author is made by Yajnikanatha 

Daivajna in his significant work on astrology, Jatakacandrika. 

Yajnikanatha metions about his father and grand father and 

mentions an eminent scholar and astrology Harji as his 

grandfather. He says: - _

WT5T II

which means there lived a Brahmana namely Haraji who 

illuminated a bunch of lotus flowers in the form of pious 

Brahmana. He lived in Jambusar.he felt proud about building 

his conduct of deeds ( a ctrons) that the Vedas preach and 

reached beyond the deep'sea of the meaning of the Vedic 

knowledge.
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The later reference suggests that Harji was Yajnikanatha’s 

grandfather and that both the books on astrology have sprang 

from the same family line of astrology. It also refers to the 

family pride of higher degree that the family earn through their 

deep involvement in the study of Sratis and Smrutis.

Haraji Daivajna’s Manasagari Paddhati:

Manasagari Paddhati is an invaluable treatise on 

astrology. The subject matter of the book explains astrology in a 

very simple and lucid style. -

AstrologyJs a science split under two disciplines namely 

‘Ganita’ i.e. calculation and ‘Phalit’ , i.e. speculation. The 

‘Ganita’ method holds discussion on stars or planets, eclipses, 

etc. The ‘Phalit’ method focuses on the matters concerning a 

person in question. (Tajak ) (svaraprasna), omen, etc. 

Manasagari Padhhati is a simpler book among the books of the 

Jataka kind. It is simple in the subject matter on astrology and it 

is also simple in the Sanskrit language in which the matter is 

explained persons with little knowledge of the Sanskrit language 

can understand the subject with little. The book contains fine 

chapters that present different aspects of the subject matter.
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Chapetr One : The chapter begins with an invocation to god 

as good (omenious) beginning. It includes adoration to Jaina- 

Vaisnavi and to Yavani. It then gives a detailed method of 

making a horoscope and detailed description of the Forecast of 

the calendar like the yuganayana, samvatsara, etc.

Chapter Two : The chapter discusses the matters like the
c .

twelve kinds of mood (‘dvadasbhava>), receiving clarification ( 

spashtikaran grhana), union of two planets (‘devi grhayuti>) 

union of three planets (‘trigrahayuti *), union of four planets 

(4 caturgrhayauti *), union of five planets (‘pancagrahyuti’), 

union of six planets (‘sadgrahayuti’), union of seven plane 

(‘saptagrahayuti *), description of the outcome (result) of the 

union of planets, etc.

Chapter Three : The third chapter deals with subjects like the 

result of the bhavgata lagnesa, the present mood of the Lord of 

the marriage high planets and the result of the stars staying in 

twelve moods (‘dvadasabhavagata Rasifala’) the result of the 

planets staying the sign of zodiac like Taurus, etc. method of 

selecting tools of six types (‘sadvarga sadhanavidhi’) and its 

results.
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Chapter Four : the chapter presents subjects like

‘pancamahapurasayoga’, meeting of five kinds of great persons; 

‘sunaphadiyoga, ‘anekanekayoga’, Vesiyoga’, ‘vosiyoga’, 

‘Hansayoga’, ‘ Amarayoga’, and many other kinds of union and 

the result of such union. Besides it, the book talks about the 

Rajayoga of various kinds, ‘Arishtayoga’, i Arista bhangayoga’, 

‘dvadasabhavafal’, nine planets, ‘Purushakaracakra’ and many 

other such charkas, fala samyukta rashmifala, ‘ 

Ashtakavargafala’, and also ‘sthanadi grahabala’, 1 Bhavafala’, 

_ and the description of the series of age like ‘pinda’, etc. 

(£Pindadi Ayukrama’) all these subject are described with care 

and minuteness.

Chapetr Five ; This Chapter brings to its readers a very 

popular method of astrology called “'Dasha Paddhati’. The 

chapter also describes to its care the matters like Visottari’, 

Ashtottari Sandhya’, conditions and internal conditions (‘dasa 

and antardasa’) like yogini, vidasa’, etc.

Yajiiikanatha Daivajna’s :

Jatakacandrika is another signification book on astrology in the 

Sanskrit language that was produced in the Bharuch region. The

140



writer Yajnikanatha Daivajna lived in the family line of Haraji 

Daivajna the pioneer in astrology in the region. He was Haraji’s 

grandson and lived in the fifteenth century. Yajnikanatha 

provides these details in the initial verses of his book 

Jatakacandrika.

The invocation at the outset of the book pays solution to the 

nine planets. This verse is found in his grandfather’s book 

Manasagari_Paddhati as the fifth verse. Following the 

invocation, the writer talks about his reputed family line that 

goes like:
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V II

Which means, I bow to the lotus like feet of Lord Ganesa, 

Goddess Sarasvati, Goaddess Parvati and shri Krusna, and I 

also bow to the sacred feet of my mother Sri Naku who has 

departed for the heavenly abode.

In this verse he pays respect and homage to his departed
c

mother as the first and the foremost in his family, painting her 

next to gods and goddesses. In the next verse, Yajnikanatha

writes:

%fe|cR' Wim1 cTfrf ^RT WljfifflHi I

wm I R II

fR^nfewFFTrar i r i i

Which mean, there lived in Jambusar a Brahmana call Haraji, 

who had well knowledge of the meaning of the Vedas, who 

takes pride in acting and behaving in the manner the Vedas 

preach and who enlightens a group of Brahmans, pure and 

sacred like lotus flowers.

Further in the sea of his conduct they lived a son namely 

Blabhadra who was steady like the Mandaracala hill in the midst 

of the sea and his son Yajnikanatha is now busy writing this
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book Jatakachandrka. Thus, the author furnishes good details 

about his descent and his family that helps in preparing a 

historical record of the books. This goes in common with many 

Sanskrit writers. This infect is good practice for the sake of 

records and references for the posterity. After the personal 

details there follows the writer’s presentation of the subject The 

writer presents the subject in six chapters called ‘Prabodha’, he 

gives Puspika’ at the end of the chapter. The ‘Puspika’ states

like:

# # .... WfcT 11
— ?

Means here ends the first Prabodhaa chapter called 

‘Vilekhanakramabhidhna’ in the book Jatakacandrika written by

Yajnikanatha . This too goes with the popular tradition to end a

chapter followed religiously by all Sanskrit writers. Even at the 

end of the book there is a last verse, the ‘Puspika’:

% felW: 11^ 11

Which mean hail to the city of Jambusar that is a place as 

beautiful as an ornament adoring the earth. The reason is one
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Yajnikanatha who happens to be a son of a Brahmana namely 

Balabhadra, who stayed in the city and who surpassed the deep 

sea of meaning of the sruti, has enlightened the world with this 

Jatakacandrika. Now remove at once the dense darkness of 

ignorance of people of knowledge with the light of 

Jatakacandrika.

These references point out a few facts, that Yajnikanatha 

belonged to Jambusara. He held great love and pride for his 

birthplace. He held high respect for his family their ancillaries. 

The fact that he was a son of a great scholar Balabhadra who 

had understood thoroughly the meaning of the srutis is cleared 

mentioned in the ‘Puspika’, verse at the end of the sixth 

‘Prabodha, Chapter:

^lrl^fslTOT

W^llftWFTt ^TFT trafa: ^FTTH:

which means, here ends the sixth Prabodha, chapter namely 

Mahadasa in the book Jatakacandrika written by Yajnikanatha 

who is Baladhadr’s son.

These ample and clear references by the writer may sound 

inapt as over glorifying by the writer himself. But they certainly
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help to prepare historical documents to provide a specific 

context.

Jatakacandrika :

The science of astrology comprises of three 

components: 1 ‘ Siddhaant’, i.e. the principle, 2. ‘ Samhita’, the 

theory and 3. ‘ Hora’ the practical applications through 

calculation. The book, Jatakacandrika deals with the 

components of ‘Siddhanta’ and ‘Horn’. More specifically, the 

book discusses minutely the matters related to mathematical 

calculations. The chapters of the book are-called ‘Prabodha’. 

The book consists of six ‘Prabodha’, chapters.

The first and the second chapter include the invocation to
c

goods and goddesses, introduction to the writer and his family 

line and poems of adorations like ‘yavani’ etc. Then it details on 

the matter that are required in a horoscope and also discusses 

issues such as ‘ayana’, ‘rtu’ (season) and ‘yoni5.

The third Prabodha is the central focus of the book. The 

chapter is significant as it deals with the chief element of the 

subject. The writer discusses the method of calculation that goes 

into making a horoscope. It indicates how to show clearly
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theory and 3. ‘ Hora’ the practical applications through 
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goods and goddesses, introduction to the writer and his family 

line and poems of adorations like ‘yavani’ etc. Then it details on 

the matter that are required in a horoscope and also discusses 

issues such as ‘ayana’, ‘rtu’ (season) and ‘yoni’.
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into making a horoscope. It indicates how to show clearly
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‘Sarvaksa’, ‘Gatesta’ and Istaghati’ etc. It explains in a simple

out ‘bbava’ ‘Hora’ dreskana’ ‘saptamansa’ nvamansa’, 

<dvadasansa? ‘tridaSansa’, kundli etc. Besides these, the chapter 

offers clarification appropriately the issues like mention. 

‘saptakavarga, ‘astakvarga’, etc. that are considered in reference 

to a horoscope.

The fourth Prabodha details on the definitions of signs of 

zodiac like Taurus, etc. and the planets like the sun, etc. It also 

explains the sign of zodiac of the planets and describes them in

The fifth Prabodha too shows significance of the planets 

and die signs of zodiac. It points out the significance related to

the twelve types of moods, ‘dvadasabhava’. The name of this 

chapter is

The sixth Prabodha is the concluding chapter that deals 

with subjects like ‘Mahadasa’, ‘Antaradasa’, ‘Upadasa’ and 

‘Dinadasa’.

way a method to find out ‘dinaman’ and ‘lagna’ and also to find

detail.

which means presenting the secrets of the

planets.
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The book is comprehensive to include so many matters on 

the subject of astrology and thus, it may be viewed as a pot that 

contains in it the entire sea of knowledge. It may serve as a 

valuable text book on astrology that helps any common reader 

to learn the mathematical calculations of astrology with simple 

method and lucidclanguage. Here lies the value of the book.

The books, Mansagari Paddhati by Harji Daivajna and 

Jatakacandrika by Yajnikanatha Daivajna represent the 

valuable heritage of knowledge of astrology that is handed down 

so carefully in the family line. One gets this indication when he 

views both the books carefully. One may notice some similar 

matters in both these books. _ _

(A) Both the books are the books on the ‘Jataka a’ methods 

that stays in the tradition of astrology.

(B) Similarity in words and meaning are noticed in the fifth 

verse of the invocation part at the outset of the book, 

Manasagari Paddhati and the first verse of invocation 

with which the book, Jataka chadrika opens. The verses 

go like:

H 3#T: I
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TTpfi'3^

<*WcTT m TRW m: 11

Both these verses convey the sense that let there be progress of 

the family with the Sun’s adventure, the Moons’ lofty position,

well-beipg by the Mars, lofty intellect with the Mercury’s grace, 

and grace fullness by the planet Jupiter, happiness by the Venus 

and enjoyment by the planet Saturn. In this way, let all the 

planets be pleased and bestow ever on you the joys of life.

(C) Both the books offer information on the writers, their 

families and the descents. The also the names of the
i

writer’s father and his grandfather. The writers mentions 

the names of their ancestors with a sense of pride as
c

belonging to a Brahmana family of higher merits as they * 

remained ever busy in the study of the Sruti and the 

Smruti.

(D) More significantly, these two books explain similar 

methods of calculating the ‘ayanansa’ that is used in
c

astrology. For example, you substract four hundred forty 

five from the salivahana saka-year and what remains is 

the ‘kala ’. If you divide the figure by sixty and the new
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figure is called the ‘ayanansa. In the contemporary sense, 

the ‘ayanansa’ is a figure that is obtained with multiplying 

the figure with number of months that have passed since 

the first day Ekama of the Caitra month and adding to it 

five pulses etc. this is the method that the book 

Manasagari Paddhati shows. The book, Jatakacandrika 

too shows the similar method.

In this way, considering all the similarities and identical 

methods that the two books explain it is well established that 

the writer of Mansagarii Paddhati^, Harji Daivajna was
— 1 I

related to Yajnikanatha the writer of Jatakacandrika as his 

grandfather belonging to the same family line that belonged 

to Jambusar. This Marks a significant contribution to the 

Sanskrit litrature in general and science of astrology in 

specific.

Visrama Pandita:

Visrama Pandita was the third scholar in the line of 

astrologers who had his origin in Jambusar. He lived in the 

sixteenth century and contributed four book on astrology 

namely, (1) Yantr asiromani,
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4:<&rWui ^rs'wsiiwe

f^^TFTt WIPWRpTOiftjRqjsr W

Which means, he had a son called Janardana who earned 

reputation in the world by his own virtues. He too had a son 

Purushottama who was a treasure of virtues and was reputed for 

his most virtuous behavior. And there was bom a scholar named 

Visrama who remained involved in offering prayer to the sacred 

feet of Lord Ganesh, who was expect in all three sections. He 

writes this book called Yantrasiromani that abounds in various 

c methods of working in astrology. The verse that follows 

gives the time of the book;

which conveys that, this book has been written by me in the 

shake year 1537.

the introduction of the writer that the book, 

Yantrasiromani gives is also found in almost similar words in 

the book, Jatakapaddhati.11 Considering the time of the book if 

can be concluded that the book, Jatakapaddhati had been written 

ten years earlier to the time when the book, Yatrasiromani was

- vs- 3)
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written. Pointing at the time of the book, Jatakapaddhati, 

Visrama writes:

xvs f»f!r TOPit: 11 12

These reference clearly point out Jambusar in Gujarat as 

the place of origin of the writer and he belonged to the caste of 

Sandilya Brahmanas that resided in places around Bharuch. 

The other two writers, Harji Daivajha and Yajnikanatha 

Daivajna too belong to the Sandilya line of descent of 

Brahmans.
o

The books on astrology that Visrama Pandita wrote are 

available. They include four books namely 1. Grhana Gratha,' 2. 

Jataka Paddhati, 3. Yantra siromani, 4. Kunda siromani.

1. Grhana Grantha

This is Vishama Pandita’s book o:i astrology related to its 

component of ‘Ganita’ mathematical calculation. One 

manuscript of the book is available for reference at the Oriental 

Institute of the M.S. University of Baroda, Vadodara. Just two 

pages of one another manuscript is found at the Cunilal Gandhi 

Vidhyabhavana at Surata.14 The manuscript of the book 

preserved at the Oriental Institute library at Vadodara is a

152



complete version. Its size is 21.6 cms X 11.8 cms and it has four 

pages. It is written in Sanskrit, but no reference is available 

indication the time when it was written. Both the manuscripts 

conclude with the Psuhpika verse that informs:

Which means that small book is named Grhana Grantha and it 

is written by Visrama, Purushottama’s son who is quite 

knowledge person in the subject of astrology. Further, the 

manuscript preserved at the Oriental Institute gives a complete 

text of the book in seven verses. The book informs in the 

seventh verse;

This verse informs and the title of the book too indicates that the 

book throws light specifically on the point of ‘Grhana Ganita’ 

that forms a significant part of astrology. The book gives 

mathematical tables related to the eclipse and its release that 

may be prepared at the time of eclipse. The place where the 

book was written is Jambusar. This along with the writer’s 

information makes one point clear that during Visram’s time

s[fcT eft ^rlfcfe

TTcft eft
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there might be a good spread and popularity of the science of 

astrology specifically related to Ganita

2. Kunda sirornani :

Visrama Pandita wrote another book called 

Kundasiromani. one manuscript of the book is available at the 

oriental Institute of the M.S. University of Baroda, Vadodara.15 

The manuscript of the book in the Sanskrit language was first 

available in the year 1905. the manuscript indicates that the 

book was written in the Saka year 1521. The book is in the form 

of rituals or practice of doing an experiment in astrology. The 

manuscript contains thirteen pages. The writing is found on both 

the sides of the pages.-Regarding the subject matter of the book, 

it can be seen that the book is about the method of making 

(kund) for the altar to perform yajnas. The book includes 

essential details related to making a ‘kund’, its significance and 

matters related to the benefits that can be derived out of it. In the 

book the verse no 1 to 79 deal with the subject matter, the 

eightieth verse gives a following Puspika :

3ft %3T: I ldo 11

^ xiafgq%: m:
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ii^n

#r sft ^ctlxWIrHq fosnh^T #TcT: %##T MM i
This, the Puspika informs that the book was written by Visram, 

a high scholar purashottam’s son in the city of Jambusar.

3. Jatakapaddhati :

The science of astrology calls those books as Padhhati 

Grantha, the books of methodology that discuses the methods" 

concerning the making of a horoscope among such books, some 

books namely 1. Kesvi Jataka, 2. Govinda Paddhati, 3. Jataka 

Bodhini, 4. Jataka Dipika, 5. Jatakacandrika, 6. Janmapatri 

Vidhanama, 7. Paddhati Kalavati, 8. Ratna Paddhati, 9. Jataka 

Ratnavati, 10. Jyotisa Kedara, IT. Divakari Padhhati, 12. 

Jatakapaddhati, 13. Paddhatiratna, 14. Sripatipaddhati 15. 

Bruhatjataka- 16 Manasagari . All these books make useful 

statements about how to make a good horoscope. Normally, the 

components that books of methodology mention are found like : 

1. Sadhana, a tool, 2. Spasta Graha, a clear planet, 3. Lagna 4. 

Bhavsadhana, sentiments, 5. Drshti, vision, 6 Shadbal, strengths 

(vigour) of six types, 7. Ayurda, the giver of life and 8. Dasas’, 

conditions of life.
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The chief base of all these methods is available mostly in 

the book, Bruhadjataka a. Of all the methods, the method ‘ 

Kesvi ’ Jataka a Paddhati’ is the best, Visrama’s Jataka 

Paddhati is found to be similar on most grounds to the renown 

method Kesvi jataka paddhati. Visrama’s Jatakapaddhati 

contains eight chapters and forty seven verses. In these chapters 

and verses matters like ‘bhavadhyay,’ ‘drasti’ bala’ etc. are

discussed. The following is

found in the

Chapters:

the details of the verses

•qvmmm verses 1 to 8 08

^ET^IPT verses 9 to 12 04

verses 13 to 23 11

WWT verses 24 01

verses 25 to 36 12
rs

mmq verses 37 01

verses 38 to 44 07

4. mmm verses 45 to 47 03

47 verse in

total
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The time of the book is given in the Puspika According it
ris the Saka year 1529. The writer gives his detailed introduction 

in the last three verses. It confirm about the author of the book 

Visrama Pandita who was a son of a renown scholar 

Purushottam and who was a native of Jambusara.

4. Yantrasiromani:

This book is also based on the component of ‘Ganita’ in 

the science of astrology. The book opens with an invocation to 

Lord Ganesh, a destroyer of all hurdles. The first six verses in 

the beginning offer a general introduction of the book. It also

provides details of the knowledge of various “Vedhayantra” that
©

the writer obtained from his forefathers. The book consists of 

seven ‘mani* i.e. chapters as a chapter is named here as ‘mani\ 

The book Yantrasiromani presents the subject in seven mani in 

the following wav in total two hundred and nineteen verses:

114 verses.

088 verses.

062 verses 

014 verses 

012 verses

P#T -
i

1lfcPP#T -
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W#T - 005 verses

-«HT«*lPi| 004 verses

Total: 219 verses

In this book, subject related to astrology are discussed at 

length. They include <

tffrisr, wtscmrm , toito , , wwr,

wirfftt, aisiWFrr, «rwraiqRT, ,

wraw, «FWR etc.

At the end of the book, the writer offers a detailed 

description of his family line and the city of his birth. He clearly 

writes:

- %tm ^4  ̂ .................16

It means that the book was written in the city of Jambusar and 

the writer was a grand son of Anant, who belonged to Sandilya 

Descent and a son of Purushottama who was bom in the same 

descent. The book was written in the saka year 1537. The details 

of descriptions that the writer offers about his family and the 

place of birth unfolds before the reader one brilliant tradition of 

astrology that was evolved at Jambusara and that was forgotten 

in the tides of adverse times. The present research seeks to 

discover it and revive it by its presentation so that the posterity
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would know the value of Jambsar and the Bharuch district, so 

far undermined, in its true spirit.

Sivarama Sukla: x

Several other references are available that point 

significantly at another writer on astrology. He was Sivarama 

Suklawho was Visram’s son several book are found to be 

ascribed to him. He too belonged to Gujarat and wrote on 

astrology. There is a difference of twenty five years in the time 

when both the writers wrote. Accordingly, Visram’s book was

r , fwritten earlier to Sivrama s book Krutyacintamani. Sivrama 

writes about himself at the outset of his book:

W rflW feetFT |1?.

He writes in the Puspika of the book:

ftlSRPT f^fmcIRFL....18 .

Further, one more reference is found in the book 

Karmapradipavyakhya:
cr^t% i 

ftWtlAui ite ^ ii 19

All these references show that Sivrama was Visrama’s son. And 

he belonged to the Modha caste of Brahmanas.
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It is a matter beyond doubt that the Brahmanas of modh 

caste had resided in Gujarat. No specified reference is available 

to point at a specific place in Gujarat at which these Brahmanas 

lived and created this book on astrology. But since Sivram is 

shown as clearly related to Visrama Pandita as his son and 

when ViSrama Pandita is clearly shown to have belonged to 

Jambusara, a clear line of relation between Sivrama and the 

place Jambusara can be established (drawn). Further,Shivarama 

mentions his father’s name in the book, but no where he refers 

to his mother. In the beginning of the book, he devotionally 

remembers only lord Ganesha.

The writer’s time:

All the end of the- book of essays, Kiutya ohitamani, the writer 

indicates the time when he wrote his books:

i

1120

The Puspika informs that the writer completed this book in the 

Shake year 1562 and the Vikram year 1697. It means the year of 

the book was 1640, on this ground, the time of the write can be

160



ascertained same where at 1601 or the beginning of the 

seventeenth century. He must have writer other books too 

during the same period. He has written about ten to twelve 

books in the form of essays or commentary in the ritual 

methodology ( Karmakand ) of the Samveda and the 

dharmasastra. They can be listed as under:

1. , 2. , 3. osdVdWfrl: ,

4. $nWfc#RlF#I: , 5. f^rfrT ,

6. - iflftlggggTOn , 7. ,

, 8. 'H<Nil6$llPc1M*£(f?T - ?nf%5W f , 9.

, 10. HU^Li^cioMdl^m^ferirT , 11.

3TI%^WTm • 12.^fw^^rTT .

All these twelve books are available in the writer’s name :
c

j. frc^fa^wfui:

This book is the biggest and the most 

detailed of the book thatsivarama Sukla wrote. Four of his 

books are found in the serves of cinatamnai, namely 

l.^N'riwfui:, 2. 3. ^#RTFtftrr: 4.

'$llPdM-cllHfal: Of these four books, the a detailed

book on the Dhrmasashtra based on the Gabhilasutras It is a
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creation in the form of lectures on the sutras in the branch of the 

Samaveda. Through it is supposed to be a definition it is so 

detailed that it makes one complete and separate essay in its 

way.

The book is a great source of guidance and consultation 

for the Brahmanas of the Samaveda branch in their religions 

practice as it contains a detailed explanation of the method of 

the practice of the Samveda. It also offers different views and 

opinion of scholars on the bases of the quotations derived from 

the books written earlier to this book. Three manuscripts of the 

book are available in the collection of valuable manuscripts 

presented at the prancya vidhyamandir, Vadodara .

The book presents the subject matter in five chapters 

called Prakash: the subject matter may be .outlined as under: 

Prakasa One ; The first chapter is the ‘Adhana Prakasa’, it 

presents a scholarly discourse focusing on details related to 

subjects like the worship to Loard Ganesha, nandishradha, 

agnyadhana, etc. The author explains these subjects elating 

illustrations for various other authors on the subjects. Thus, the 

chapter is made of good and lucid writing that gives easy yet 

rich reading.
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Prakasa Two : The second chapter is called the Ahnik 

Prakasa , It dwells on detailing on the routine ‘Ahnik’ rituals 

such as ‘yagnopaevitaprakaranavidhi5 , ‘shaucha sanana’, 

‘sandhya,’ ‘tilaka ,’ Vaisvadeva,’ ‘bhoj anasayampratarhoma, ’ 

etc. that ought to be performed daily.

Prakasa Three : The third chapter is called the

‘Sthal ipakaprakasa. ’ It discusses with adequately supporting 

details the subjects like ‘dasapaurnamasa’, ‘pindapitruyajna’, 

‘sraddha Vasistha’ according to ‘Sraddhakalpa,’ ‘amavasya 

sraddhanirnaya,’ ‘ paksadisthalipaka’, ‘pravasa kratyanimaya’T 

‘punaradhana,’ etc.

Prakasa four : The fouth chapters is died ‘Samskar Prakas it 

drills on sixteen types of the ‘Samskara’ ritmals beginning with 

‘daraparigraha’ to go up to the last one died the ‘samavartana’.

Prakasa five : The fifth chapter is the Paksanstha Prakas’. If 

includes in its discussion subjects like ‘upakarma’, ‘ashvayajna,’ 

‘goyajna,’ ‘sravanakarma,’ ‘asvayuji’, ‘ Agrayanakarma,’ 

‘Agrahayana,’ ‘strastararohana,’ ‘ashtaka,’ ‘anvastaka,’ 

‘somyajna,’ ‘ Indrayajaa,’ ‘kamyakarma,’ etc. It concludes with 

a verse:
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di^4ii

It means as long as the salty sea stays, the (nakshtra) 

constellation of stars adore the sky, and the moon and the sun 

shines this book will have appreciation of the readers. The book 

helps to decide the time of its making with various references 

that it cites from different authors of the time. The ‘Puspika’ at 

the end of the book to helps us to decide the time of the book as 

discussed in the earlier part. The vast store of references from

contemporary writing makes it the most reliable and valuable
1

source of knowledge on the Dharmashashtra.

^TSST^^fxl^fWfui:

This book is available as three manuscripts preserved at 

the Pracya Vidhyamandir, Vadodara. Of these three 

manuscript, the manuscript no. 1127 contains additionally the 

subodhini commentary on the book. The book contains three 

chapters called Traka s’. It present the subject matter in these 

three chapters as detailed below:

Prakas One : The first chapter explains the post mortal 

ritual (antyeshti’) up to the point of ‘sapindikaran,’
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Prakas Two : The second chapter presents different 

scholarly views on the deaths of women during the menses 

period and the pregnancy etc and presents scholars decision on 

the subjects.

Prakas Three : The third chapter elaborates on the 

remaining ‘shraddha’ rituals such as ‘nityaneimityaka,’ etc.

This book is given in a form of a discourse on the 

annexure to the ‘gobhiliya’. The book is available in two 

manuscript preserved at the Pracya Vidhyamandir at 

Vadodara.23 The first manuscript presents a method at the ritual 

called Vastushanti’. The second manuscript presents different 

subjects in two chapters. The first chapter present matters on 

setting constellation of nine planets at worship, 

‘navagrahamandal sthapana,’ etc. It includes the forms of the 

nine planets (‘navagrahasvarupa’) setting the constalaltion 

(mandalasthapana’) idols and required material (murtidrvya’) 

the type of a planet (‘grahasaati’) place of birth (janmabhumi’) 

etc. The second chapter offers in great detail subjects’ like ‘horn 

grahasanti’ (sacrificial ritual for calling peace for home) ‘horn-
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kram’ (steps of performing a sacrificial ritual); ‘ hom-dravya’ 

(material required for a sacrificial ritual). In the part following 

if, it presents the rituals like naksatra ssanti’praying for peace of 

the planets), ‘kuyogasanti’ (calming down of ill happening) etc. 

That go among the calm-down rituals prescribed by the 

Dharmashastra. This book prove quite useful and valuable to 

scholars of the rituals pertaining to the Samaveda branch.

Rudra cintamani: this book offers a method called the 

‘rudra,’ It explains a method of performance called 

‘ekarudratirudranam. ’ The book is available in one manuscript

preserved at the Pracya vidhyamandir at Vadodara'24

f^SjFrf ;

Sivarama Suklas written a definition of karmapradip that 

is recognized as £candogaparishishlha’,.It is a book useful to all 

people in general and not only to the Brahmanas belonging to 

the Samveda branch of knowledge. It provides guidance about 

actions that are beneficial-to all people. The book is also known 

as “Gobhilsmruti” or “Katyayansmruti”. It enumerates on 

common place rules and codes of normal human behavior. It
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explains subjects like the significance of the sacred thread, 

direction in to which one should move his action, etc. Since it is 

the book on which the sage Katyayan offered commentary it is 

known as Katyayansmrati. Sivrama Shukla’s present book is a 

commentary on Katyayan’s book. The book is available in two 

manuscripts preserved at the Pracya Vidhyamandir Vadodara.25

V auftqWWMHtn/
The book describes briefly deeds of normal routine in a

human life and their significance. They include the morning

worship exercising teeth with cut piece of a ‘baval’ tree,’

dantadhavan; both offerings to the sun and deities prayer at the

twilight,’ ‘Sandhyavandana,’ offering to Load Bhrahma worship

of Lord Visnu, five type of great offerings, Pancamahayajna,

offering food to the Fire, Veisvadevambhojanvidhi, ritual of

worship at the twilight,’ ‘Sayamsandhya,’ etc. The book is

available in one manuscript at the Pracya Vidhyamandir, 
—• 26Vadodara.

stepka# :

The book is an index of the deities, sages and meter of the 

Samveda. One manuscript of the book is found at the Prancya 

vidhyamandir, Vadodara.
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The books other that those mentioned above by the same 

author include Subodhin ipaddhati, a commentary on the 

Gobhilaguhyasutra, Karikarthabodhni a commentary, 

Navagrahafanti paddhati, Chandoganiyahnik

Mandapkartavyatapuja paddhati,etc. No manuscript of these 

books are found any where so far. It is required that a search 

may be conducted to trace out the books. They tod are in the 

manuscript from yet to be published. The entire body of the 

writer’s books speak of his scholarship versality to write on the

Samveda branch of knowledge and his skill to present the
— ; *

subjects lucidly to help common readers’ understanding. He is 

thus a scholar of Gujarat whose contribution to the Samveda 

branch of knowledge is praiseworthy.

Mahendrasuri:

There lived yet another scholar in the Bharuch region who 

wrote on astrology. He was MahendraSuri. He was a Jaina 

hermit who had renounced his family and adopted the ‘sanyas,’ 

hermit hood. It is for this reason perhaps that no detail is 

available about his family associations. But the Puspika, the 

concluding verse of his book Yantraraja grantha mentions about 

him clearly as a Jaina hermit who resided in Bharuch.
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This writer sets a tradition of the teacher-disciple, ‘Guru- 

*shisya parampara’ parallel to the tradition of the family line 

initiated by Haraji Daivajna. The former belong to the Jaina 

sect, while the later belongs to the Brahmana community. 

MahendraSuri belongs to the Jaina tradition of transferring 

knowledge through a link between a teacher and his disciple that 

worked so potently in Bharuch. The contribution that he imparts 

in astrology has taken the writer further to be recognized at the 

national level. He is thus well reputed in India.

Mahendrasri wrote a book titled Yantraraja. He stayed at 

Bharuch and worked on the book. Thus, the place earns credit 

from the writer and his brilliance However, little is known about 

Mahendrasuri’s teacher Madanchandrasuri who was bom in the 

Shubhankara Porval family. He was a son of Dahada .He

27adopted the Jaina hermit hood and became a hermit.

Mahendrasuri is supposed to have earned good reputation 

in the field of astrology. The history records that he was the 

chief astrologer to the royal family of the sultan of Delhi, 

Firozshaha Taghlag. The book Yantraraja that he has written on 

astrology is in five chapters and it explains how one can make 

techniques (Yantra) to attain powers or potential ties of certain
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kinds.28 The book opens with a mention of fourteen techniques 

(Yantra) 'and in the rest of the book he conducts a discussion on 

subjects relate to astrology Mahendrasuri mentions in verse 40 

of the first chapter of the books the ‘naksatra’ year samvat 1427. 

From it, if may be known that he lived in the fourteenth century. 

MahendraSuri 5s disciple Malayenduasuri has written a 

commentary on the book Yantraraja. His time too would be the 

fourteenth century. These two books written in Sanskrit carry 

enough value to support the claim of the contribution of the 

Bharuch region to~the Sanskrit Literature.

Yantraraja:
The book contains five chapters. Is has in total 179 verses. 

It is a book related to the ‘Pancang’ an astrological calendar. It

is mentioned at the outset of the first chapter the book and a 

commentary on it was written in Sanskrit in the region of 

Bhrugupur, i.e. Bharuch. It mentions Mahendrasuri, 

Madansuri’s disciple as the author (writer) of the book and 

Malayendusuri, MahendrasuriJs disciple as the writer (author) 

of the commentary. Thus, it represents the tradition of a teacher 

and his disciple.
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The first chapter first mentions ‘Yantras’ of fourteen 

kinds. Then after, the author Mahendrasuir pays prayer to his

teacher MadnaSuri in the opening verse:

Stef f!|?

After paying respect to his teacher, he mentions the 

intention of writing this book in the second and the third verse. 

The fourth verse - explains the significance of the_ book

Yantraraja. The first chapter is named ‘Ganitadhyaya’. It has
>

seventy verses that discusses the subjects like :

TlteTPT, Mail'd , ■JRFTWT...

The second chapter is called It has seven

verses. The verses relate to the type of the Yantraghatr

The seventh verse in the chapter mentions that the book was 

written in Bhrugupur, Bharueh.

The third chapter is named It has twenty eight

verses. They relate to subjects like :

'iw' , 3mm , fNrclnw , ^

TdfhMdWdddlftl^TT
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Here also the place Bhragupur is referred.

The fourth chapter is called 

It has seven verses. They relate to subjects like:

Here, also the seventh verse mention Bhrugupur, Bharuch 

where the book was written.

The fifth chapter is named . It contains sixty

seven verses. These verses discusses subjects like ,

*\. '

I
WM^TIWTWRTr .

The concluding verse of the book mentions with 

salutation to the author’s teacher Madansuri that the book was 

written in the region of Bhrugupur, Bharuch. Jt goes like,

?ps^#r fc(i|KU|| ^Ri^r ||

(^RM.-ST.-V^s)

This way it can be seen that a variety of literature on 

astrology was written in the Bharuch region between the 

fourteenth century and nineteenth century. This literature covers
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a wide array of subjects related to astrology and details on its 

various aspects with all minuteness. The literature is little 

known or was not been recorded adequately for the simple 

reason that it was produces during he dark ages when Indian 

was shattered and battered under foreign invaders and rules and 

in turn lost its vigor and valour. Under the damaging influence 

arid policies of the British rules particularly it was usurped of its 

glorious past and tradition. As a result, much of valuable writing 

was either ignored or put in oblivion. This might be the fate that 

the Sanskrit writing on astrology and on all different subjects- 

produced in the Bharuch region might have faced. But as it is 

said knowledge does shine one day like a pearl although buried 

under sediments of sand of earth ages when one discovers it if 

regains its value and restores its glory. It is strongly felt that a 

day has come when similar kind of fate should occur to the body 

of Sanskrit literature written in the Bharuch region so that the 

posterity might derive benefit from the brilliance embedded in it 

in various forms.
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