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My dear ¥,
T have now finished ﬁl.ﬁﬂﬁiéfilil. I did not expéct
the author to have produced a book so carefully planned
even as to the order of the chapters and the topics dealt
with in each. You know our ancient and mediaeval cave-
temples and cave-viharas architecture. The whole is first
formed in the mind of the master-builder, complete in each
part, only the surface decorations and colouring being left
to the last, 4nd an appropriate hill-side is selected and
the image as planne@ entire in the mind of the master-builder
carved out of that. HNothing is built in the ordinary sense ;
everything is carved out by throwing away, by cutting out
part after part of the hillside clmunks and splinters and
earth of varying hardness to varying depths, The structure
emerges as already formed in the mind from the ceiling
downwards, The ceilings of the various halls and rooms are
at different levels. The floors of the halls and the rooms
are also at different levels. The size of the hall or the
room is determined by the passages along the hillside that
water has dug out for itself during centuries, as it rained
down from the sky, and flowed away downwards to the valleye.
" These architects had a marvellously complete knowledge of
rock~formations, the nature of the various rocks in their

strate, layer on layer, as also of the earths which bound
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© them together. I have had competent painters assure

me that all the oll-dyes and water-dyes used in the
decorations'were also secured locally from the earth
and the splinters and boulders. Nothing whatever had

to be imported from a distance except their tools,
mostly chisels and mallets of various sizes and shapes
and brushes. The minimum additions and structures were
such as could not poséibly be done without, - just a

few pillars here and there, a few supports to strengthen

the ceilings and the walls and the passages.

Chhotalal Master has also worked at his theme,
a tiny one compared to a rock-temple, in the same way
and in the same spirit. I did not expect this at all.

Itts not a novel in any ordinary or accepted sense,

3-9-51 Yours etc.
34, Chopatty Road, B.K. Thakore
Bombay-7.
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