APPENDIX -~ XI A

DRAMA SCRIPT
INTRODUCTION :
A play giving information on Civil Marriage.
THEME H
Civil Marriage Vs. Traditional Marriage

CHARACTERS :

TEJAL - The main character.

CHETAN - A friend of Tejal.

MEETAL - Chetan's fiance.

SONAL - Tejal's sister.

TORAL - Tejal's, Chetan's common friend.
OFFICER - The officer of the marriage

registration office.

SCENE - 1
STAGE VIEW :

[Tejal is sitting on the chair and reading a newspaper,
meanwhile Chetan and his fiancy comes to meet her]

TEJAL : Oh, Chetan ! come, come. 8it.

CHETAN : How are you Tejal ? Are you find ? And is
everything else alright ?

TEJAL : Yes, everything is absolutely fine. Now, you tell
how are your studied going on ?

CHETAN : I have finished my studies.

TEJAL : Any new plans ? What about your plan to visit
America?

CHETAN : I have come for that purpose only. Meet my fiancy.,
Meetal.

TEJAL : {Holds out her hand for handshake with Meetal)
Hello ! nine meeting you.

CHETAN : Tejal, we wish to marry as early as possible. I

wonder how I will manage all the big preparations
for a traditional wedding and also distributing
the dinvitation cards, etc., as .well as preparing
the necessary documents, etc. To go to America
soon after the marriage. I am confused, what do
you think I should do ?
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TEJAL : Well, you can go in for a simple registered
marriage.

CHETAN : Registered....Marriage.... ! (Says, Chetan slowly,
as if thinking.)

TEJAL : See Chetan, you have to marry as well as go to
America and you can't possibly manage with such
little time, all the preparations of a traditional
wedding. You will have to convince your parents
for a registered marriage.

CHETAN : Ah...se. yYyes and I think I'll be able to convince
my parents.

TEJAL : But, it should be a joint decision of you and

Meetal and both your families.

CHETAN, MEETAL: We haven't got any problems with parents and

families.
CHETAN H So, now what should we do next ?
SONAL 3 (Appears on the stage after listening the talk).

Are you both going to marry?

TEJAL : For that, first of all you will have to send a
written notice to the Marriage Bureau Officer and
30 days later, the next step is possible.

MEETAL : But, where is the marriage Registration Office?

TEJAL In every district there is one marriage

registration office.

SONAL

(Speaks in-between with laughing) It is better to
take any necessary step as early as possible.

[First Scene ends here]

SCENE - 2
[After 30 days]

STAGE VIEW :

[Marriage Registration Office. A registration officer,
Sonal, Toral, Tejal, Chetan, Meetal are sitting in the
office].

OFFICER : (A question to Mr. Chetan with an air of great
surprise) Mr. Chetan, you are in the Marriage
Registration Office !! Is it something about a
secret "love marriage"?
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No, of course, not. 1In fact I have to go abroad

very soon and so I am thinking of going for a
short and simple ceremony - "Civil Marriage".
(Chetan says with special emphasis). But, I think
it is not true that only the person wishing to
have a love marriage only goes for a Registered
Marriage ! and according to me, it is better and
every person should opt for a Civil Marriage,
because. « ¢« « oo

(Cutting Chetan's mid-sentence). Because there are
so many advantages of a Civil Marriage. Firstly,
it is very important for the government's record,
that means it is of vital note, and Secondly, it
is also an important evidence of being Married.

Oh ! (laughing) I had forgotten that. An advocate
was standing here with us. It is due to my
present circumstances that I am going to have a
Civil Marriage.

But, Tejal, what are the benefits of a Civil
Marriage for the people who wish to go abroad?
Thee are many benefits of a Civil Marriage for
them. It is most useful to bring the guilty
partner to justice for any kind of harassment to
womer.

In what is that is possible ?

That 4is, if a person has married once and if he
gets married second time without getting divorced
then one can take action against him. Criminal
case can be registered against him.

(Adding with smile) And the biggest benefit of
Civil Marriage is that every one can afford it,
because it is free of cost, isn't it ?

But, Shilpa, there must be some limitations
of it. You were explaining something on that day.
Please explain it more clearly.

(Sarcastically laughing) Why., Sonal you are
planning for the future from now onwards !

Yes, of course knowledge gained is never wasted.

0.K. See there are four by-laws which are very
important.

* The girl should be 18 and the boy should be 21
years old.
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Secondly.,

* Both should be unmarried, widowers, widows or
must have taken divorce with the previous
husband or wife.

Thirdly,
* No one of the two should be mad, and,

Fourthly,
* Law says. Both should not be very close relative
of each other.

There are many other minor conditions.

But, Tejal, there is one friend of mine, so many
persons have married with their close relatives in
her caste (with great anxiety). Is it not against
the law?

No, no. It is not against the law. Because these
by-laws do not have any effect if the community
permits boys and girls to do that. But yes, very
close relatives such as father-~daughter, brother-
sister, mother-son, etc. are not permitted to
marry.

Will you please tell us about the process of
registering a marriage?

I think this Officer here will be better able to
tell us about it in detail. (Turning to talk to
officer). This is my friend Chetan and his fiance
Meetal. Please give them some guiding information.

Then, the four by-laws of it are like this.

1. The boy should be 21 years old and the girl
should be 18 years old.

2. Both should be unmarried, widower or widow or
must have taken divorce with the previous
husband or wife.

3. No one of them should be mad.
4. Both should not be close relatives.

The other information about it, is that for
getting a registered marriage, first of all one
has to give one application which we keep on the
notice board of our office for 30 days. During
these 30 days, if some one has any objection then
complaint can be made and if some complaint
against it is received then we properly
investigate about it and if such complaint is not
received then the process is continued and for
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that three witnesses are needed.
Now, it 1is better to follow the next process.

Then Chetan you will at last proclaim that by law
I accepting Meeta as my wife.

By law I am accepting Meetal as my lawfully wedded
wife.

Now Meetal, you speak that by law I am accepting
Chetan as my husband.

By law I am accepting Chetan as my lawfully wedded
husband.

Now, both of you sign here and all the three
witnesses sign here. Now you both are married.

(Everyone claps and throws flowers)

Tejal, now I am also going to go for a Civil
Marriage. It is so simple having no problems.

Why Sonal, should I start finding boys for you?

Search the boys afterwards, firstly have some
sweets.

[The play ends here with every one rushing to have sweets and to
congratulate the newly married couplel].
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APPENDIX ~ XI B

DRAMA SCRIPT IN GUJARATI

MARRIAGE
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