
iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am highly Indebted to Dr.(Miss) Nalini Ogale, 
Reader and Head of the Department of Home Management for 
her continued guidance and encouragement during the course 
of this study.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the help 
rendered by Professor Miss P.S. Chari,Dean, Faculty of 
Hone Science and Head of the Department of Home Science 
Education and Extension (now retired) through valuable 
discussions from time to time* Thanks are also due to 
Prof* R. Subramaniam, Director, Centre for Research, 
Extension and Integrated Rural Development, Gandhigram 
Rural Institute for his suggestions and help at different 
stages of this study. I would like to esqjress my thanks 
to Dr. M.M. Gandotra, Joint Director, Population Research 
Centre, Baroda fear his expert guidance in the statistical 
analysis of the data.

I will be failing in my duty if I do not 
acknowledge the help given by the Vice-Chancellor and 
the other authorities of Gandhigram Rural Institute 
(Deemed University) by providing me with sufficient study 
leave under Faculty improvement Programme to complete my
studies



iv

I am also indebted to many o£ my co-workers, 
among whom I wish to mention specially Smt.N.Karunamma, 
Balwadi Supervisor and Smt. Rethnam, Asst. Balwadi 
Supervisor of Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhigram 
for assisting me in maintaining rapport with the villagers. 
The balwadi teachers in the respective villages need to be 
thanked for facilitating my stay in the Villages for 
conducting the field work.

Thanks are due to the librarians of the 
Universities of Madras, Madurai, Kerala and Gandhigram 
Rural Institute, besides the M. S. University of Baroda 
for permitting me to make use of die facilities in the 
respective libraries to do the review of literature to 
my satisfaction.

Many thanks are due to the respondent families 
for the data presented in this study. In spite of busy 
work schedule, they co-operated with me and tried 
sincerely to provide time and facilities for me for 
conducting this study.

My friends and co-workers who have assisted me 
at times of difficulties in pursuing the work are too 
many to be listed here. I owe a lot to each one of them.

Thanks are due to Mr. S.R. Nair for the 
meticulous care he has taken to type the manuscript in 
the present form.


