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CHAPTER FIVE

CONTEMPORARY GENERATIVE
* - - - é . N - - -

IPU LT IO N

As has been discussed in the third chapter, Dhana-
pala was a court-poet of the Param3ra King Bhoja af whose
instace he composed his Tilakamaﬁjari-kathé. This prose-
~romance contains ﬁany descriptions and incidents which
rerlecE contemporary political, religious amd social
situation which must have created a deep impression on
the mind of the poet. It is proposed in this chapter to
investigate into this éontemporary influénces which
contributed & to the moulding of our poet's personality.

I. THE PATRONS OF DHANAPALA :-

.The poiifical situation prevalent during
the latter half of the tenth and the first half of the
eleventh centuries A.D., was definitely monarchical. Our
poet*s life-span has been éhequered with the career of
at least four Peremdra kings, viz., Siyaka II alias
Hargadeva, Vakpatirdja aliaslmuﬁja, Sindhuréja and Bhoja.
it was but natural under the ﬁcnarchical governments
that the poets and scholars generally flocked in the

capital cities where they could get due recognition and
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necesgsary patronage of the kings, mhm mn#g or their
feudatories. Scholarship wés negessarily to be cultivated,
nourished and”preserﬁed in various assemblies which
could be available and possible only in the big cities
under the patronage of the kings, who only could provide
ample facilities in terms of wealth and leisure to the
scholars and the poets, since the education was imparted
by thege scholars fully free of charge. Government was
edn expec?ed to enable teachers 1o impart free education
by giving them land grahts and pensions% ihe sitqation
thus contributed doubly in moulding the cultural and the
educational aspects of the personality of .both the poets
as well as the patrons. An account of tﬁe patrons of
Dhanap&la would, thﬁs, be of much interest as it wounld
énable us to trace various historical influencgs in his
work. |

(1) siyaka II alias Harsadeva :- Dhanapila was

nost probaﬁly a boy‘in his teens during the late years

- 0of the Paramdra King Biyakqll, alias Har§adevé, who,
however, nust have comtributed not less in moulding much
of the personality of the young poet. It is quite possible
that the poef’s grandfather Devargi came to UjjayinI and
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settled in the service of this king from whom he obtained
profuse wealth, which his son - and the poet's father —
was in seérch ofa Dhanapgla seems to have been deeply
impressed by the kingly and martial qualities of sri
Hergadeva Sigaka, who is praised by him as “the one who
has dwarfed his enemies in point of the pride of greatness,
The Paramaras came into prominence with 35Iyaka 11
who still claimed +0 have been a desceqd&n@ of Amogha-‘"
varsa in the Udayapura Praéasti% paramdra Siyaka 11 most'
probably came to occupy the whole of gujarat south of the
Serasvati and perhaps Saurdstra as the viceroy of the
Ragtrakiita conquerer Krsna III. Between #.D.910 and 940
modern Gujarat south b? the Sarasvati, Malwa and Saurastra
had already passed under the sway of the éaramaras, who
had accepted the vessalage of the R&strakiita emperors at
some.déte before 910 A.D?rThis is confirmed by the Harsola
Grants dated V;Sam.loo5 {i.e. 949 A.D,) of Siyaka II who
declares himself to be " mahamén@aliké—cﬁ@imagi" of
"mahéréjédhiréjaaparame§vara-éri~Akélavar§adeva;p§thvi-_
vallabha"? SIyaka II also vangiished the king of the
Hunas, who ruled somewhere to the north-west of Malwa?
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He also came in conflict with Yasovarman, the Cendelld
of JejEbhulcbi .(925-950 A.D.), but had o retreats
Parimala also records that SIyeka II invaded Rudrapatl
‘; referred to in the ipscriﬁtions of REjendra (Sla as
Rattapadi — the ancestral territory of the Western
calukyas and defeated its ruler?

1t is difficult to say where the capital of Siyaka
II was at the time. It was neither UjjayinI nor Khetaka.
Dhara was not still the capital, Lééé was more likely
under his sway. His nominal scveréign was the émperor
of Wanyakhetal ghri D.K.Shestri thinks that it was possi-
bly between V.Sam. 1005 and 1029 ( i.c. 949 and 973 A.D.)
that Siyaka II defeated thé feuda{ory of Kanoj from whom
he wrested Malwa and established his autonomous kingdom
with the capital at Ujjayinit' Imckily for SIyaka II,
the imperial powér at Ményakheté was on the decline.
Emperor Krgna III (939-956 4.D.) after his invasion of
the North in circa 940 L.D., was too busy settling with
the rulers of the\South to +turn his attenticn to the

Horth. In the meanwhile Siyaka II went on consolidating
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his power. Shri K.M.Munshi opines that about 960 4.D.
he added Ujjayani and the region around it %o his domi-~
nions. Between A.D. 965 and 968 he had a temporary set-
-back at the hands of Narasifha, his feudatory. 1wo of
the inscriptions of Krsna III — one of 965 A.D. and the
other of 968 A.D. — describe his general's subordinates
" as "Ujjayani-bhujanga“s, i.e. the destryers of Ujjayini%2
But"this conflict did not leave Siyaka — still referred
to as "Gurjara" - any the weaker, since after thg death
of Kygﬁa 11T in 968 4.D., he had almost consolidated his
powér and.&és BEW NOW Bidding for imperial power by
déstroying his suzerain himself. EX §&& In 972 A.D.
Siyeka 11 was at the gates of NEnyakheta which he cap-
tured and sacked, as has been recorded by Dhanapdla him-
self in his PIN and also by the udayapur Praéasti%asy
this time, it seems, he had shitted his capital to
Dhara further away from the reach of manyakheta.

Siyaka 11 was the real founder of the Paramdra king-
dom, and the first imperial ruier of his family. from
the position of a petty local chief, he succeeded“by
his ingenuity and military skill in oécupying a place

12,EC.Vol.XI.N0s.23,33.How the word "Bhujanga'can mean
‘a destroyer' is but a mystery.lt.can,hovever, mean
R rlover* or!'lordiin general sgense.

13.PIN(D). 2763.al80.E1.V0l.1.Pp.23%-238, vs.1l2,
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‘among the fofemost rulers of his age. fHe left behind
him a vast empire which extended on the north upto the

Banswara State}4on the east to 3h17sa15

on the south to

i ‘
the Goddwari and on the west upto the Mahi%oPadmagupta,
alias parimala,tells us that in the latter part of his

. - 17
reign the king adopted the life of an agcetic., vadajd

18404 sindburaja was his son.

was the name of his queen
411 this happened during the early years of Dhana-
pala's life and left an fmidz ineradicable impression on
his &oung mind. Many of these evénts have served as the
historical coun&érpart-of the background on which the
poet has eracted his palace of poetical descrlntlons of ‘
gr King Meghavahana, who, like Siyaka II alias Harsa-
deva, mEs emds@ alias Simhadattabhatta, ‘was also child-
less, and as the Jain tradition records, his successor
Huiija was but an édopted child poetically represented
by Dhanap@la as HarivBhana who was born due to the
goi dess SrI —~ a ﬁersonificaicn of regal power, The-
representation becomes gquite transparent when Dhanap@la
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declapes that Meghavdhana was well-known in his territory
as a "Bhujaﬁga“%gutilizing the same epithet which inci-
dentally is also found in the above-mentioned inseripti-
ons of K:é@a III. The sack of Mafiyakheta seems to have
been reflected in the realistic description of the sacked
city of Rativiéélé%aone is easily tempted to think that
the poet might have accompanied the conqueror on that
expedition. However, in the character of Meghav&hana, as
will be clear later on,’Dhanapéla has amalgamated some
of the traits of the paréonality of Mufija also whose
successor Bhoja was practically a son offered by the
goddess' §r1 as a legal heir to the kingdom of Malwa.

(2) vakpatirdja II alias Mulija :~ The earliest

known date of éiyaka's“éﬁcoessor Vakpati II can be
inferred from his inscription dated V.Sam.1032, i.e.975
A.D%lFact and fiction have surrounded him with an atira-

ctivenegs given to few kings. Merutunga has related a

. - 2
long and interesting story regarding Munja in the PC%

Iong ago in the country of Malwa when the childless
Parandra King Simhadantabhatta aplias Harsa - Siyska II —

was roaming about in his royal circuit, he saw in the
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midst of a thicket of redds a certain justi-born male
child. He %took it up lovingly and made it over %o his
queen, The child's named was called 'Mufija' with refe-
rence 0 his origin. Bithler and Zachariae reject the
legend about Muija's Being a foundling as unhistorical.’
later on a son was born to Siyaka 1I. He was named
Sindhula. As Mufija united in himself all the good qua-
lities, the king wished to crown him king. It is narrated
that Mufija killed his own wife who had overheard the
king relating the story about his being a foundling and
entrusting him with tﬁe care of Sindhula. But Sindhula
is said to have disobeyed Kunja who, therefore, bani-
shed him, though after some time the former went back
and received from Munlja a district for his personal’
revenue.But when 3indhula again displayed his haughti-
ness he had his eyes put out by Munja and was confined
in a wooden cage. Sindhula was called "Navas@hasanka'
\because he uﬁdertodk hundreds of daring deeds. His son
was Bhoja. Merutunga further informs us that at the
birth of Bhoja,s certain astrologer skillfully calcu-
lated his nativity and predicted that v"for fifty-five
years, seven months and three days King Bhoja is destined

- ———— " —— - — — —— o — — o "~ - — -, Y- Y~ " —— G — i oy e g o —
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to rule Dakgipdpatha with gauda"s4 When Mulja learnt
about this he feared that if Bhéja lived, his own son
would not inherit the kingdom. So he made over Bhoja to
the executuiners to put him to death. ?hé execufioners,
however, felt pity for his conspicuously handsome form
and trewbled and asked him to remémher his favourite
deity. At this Bhoja wrote on a leaf the following versef5
"MEndhata, that lord of the earth, the ornament of
N the Krta age, passed away;
Where isithat enemy of the ten-headed Ravana,who
made the bridge 6ver the ocean ?
As many other sovereigns have there‘been,yudhigﬁhira
and others, ending with thee, 0 King;
Not with one of them did the earth‘péss_away; I
suppose it will pass away with thee " .
In accordance with the request of Bhoja, the verse was
cérried to muiija, whose mind was filled with regret as he
read it. Then the king had Bhoja brought back by them
with great respect and honoured by appointing him as the
crovmn prince. A similar story occurs with some variations,
in the Purétana~ﬁrabandha~saﬁgraha%6 Surprisingly, it is
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also recorded in the Ain-i-jpkbari of Aibul-Pazal, where

2T

Muftjal khm foster father is named '@aijanaﬁd'. This

story of muhja, the wicked uncle, ié disappréved'by Drs.

Bithler, ¢anguly and Shri Munshi%s
k As to Muflja's last expedition against the ¢Alukyas
King Tallappa II 6f Kaiyapa, a feudatory of the Ré§?ra—
kﬁtas, Merutuﬁgé nerrates the tpllowing tragic events.
As TPailappa II harassed Mulija by sending raiders into
his.country ne determined to march againgdt him, though
his minister Rudraditya, who was seized with 1llness,

29

endeavoured to dissuade him5”The minister conjured him

to make the river godivari the utmost limit of his
expedition and not to advance beyond it?OBut Munja looked
upon Tailappa with contenpt, as he had defeatéd him six
times before?lso in hig overweening coniidence he cro-

" ssed the river and pitched the camp on the other side.

: /
When Rudradditya heard about 1t he foresaw the misfor-

tune resulting from the king's headstrong conduct and

27.ALk.IT.p.215,

28.H3C(B2)+p.50; HPD.D.83; GGD p.76 ff.

29.Thig ig confirmed by o Sdsana (dated 979 A.D.) of
Vakpati II, alias Mufija; ef. PCT.p.3% ft.nt.

30.5ubhagila.and Ratnamandana-ganl somewhat differ in
this matter. c¢f. PC3.p.56 ft.nt. ‘
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himself entered the flames of a funeral pyre. Then
Tailappa, by iorce and fraud, cut Muhja's army‘to pieces
and téok King Mulhja prisoner, binding him with a pope of
reed and ﬁut him in prison where he fell in love with
Tailappa's sister Mppélavati?2Though his ministers atte-
mpted to save him through a tunnel dug into the prison,
Nufija tried to persuade Mrnalavatl to accompany him and
consequently he was betrayed by her to Tailappa who‘
confined him in a wooden cage and later on crushed him
under the feet of an elephant. Balldla ignores this
incident, as he writes that Muﬁja retired to the forest

33Merutuﬁga's

version of ¥akpati's overthrow and execution is corro-

after duly making over the kingdon to Bhoja

borated in its main details by the epigraphic accounts

of the Ccalukyas, viz., ‘the Kauthem Grant of vlkramad1$ya
V and Gadag inscription of Vikram@ditya VI?4

As regards the romantic aspect of his life several
Apabhramsga verses seem %o be composed soon after his
death and are preserved in the Jain Prabéndhas, which,

perhaps borrowed then from, now a missing, Apabhraisa
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work called 'Mufijard@so', believed to have been composed
in thé eleventh centur& A.D. Writing about Mufija's early.
career soon after his coronation when he entrusted the
administrative burden to his minister Rudr@ditya, Meru-
tunga relates that during this stage of his lite, he
was devoted to a certain lady, and he used to mount a
camel named Cirikalla, travel twelve Yojanas and«return
in the night?snhanapﬁla's descraption of Meghav@hana's
amorous life is significant in thislrespect?gigniricént
again is the incident of Prince Harivahana's being
kidnapped -~ rather carried — 1o his beloved's place by
an elephant?
the
Mufija Vakpati II was/second of the Paramiira emper-
ors, and included nost parfs of Gurjaradega within his
empire, shortly after he came to the throne of Dhara in
972 A.D. Many were his names and epithets — like Vakpa-
tirdja, Utpalardja, Amoghavarsa, and Prithvivallabha,
drivallabha etc. — by which he was deéignated?eﬁeris
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xx described as'Mulija' in the Nagpﬁr Praséstiggand in
the rest of hisqinscriptions he is described as 'Vakpatir'.
King Arjunavarmadeva in his commentary RasikasaﬁjiVani
on the Amarusataka, Parimala in his NSC, and Dhanapila
in his TM have established the identity of Muﬁja and
vakpatit® His appellations like 'grivallabha’ and 'Prth-
vivallabha' were in fact the fémily eéﬂitheté of +the
imperial Rég@rakﬁﬁaa of the Deccantl Dr.D.C.Ganguly
informs us that with the accession of Vakpati II, a new
era dawned upon Malwa. The consolidation of the'empire "
was complete, and the gévernment was based on a sirong
foundation%zmhis is echoed by Dhanapdla in his descri-
ption of King Meghavéhana%3ﬁence foreward the Paramzrazm
kings did'mot limit their activities merely to under-
~ takéng of military expeditions for conquest, but also

directed their attention to the cultural development

and social welfare of their subjects. Under the powerful

390EIQVOI.II.F.184QVS.3;
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monarchy, the people of Halwa gréw inté a Ema strong:
state.Rudraditya was the king's minister and Mahaika
and the poet Dhanika were respectively Mah@sadhanika and
Mah&sadhyapala of his governmen'b%4

Vakpati was himself a graet poet and by his libe-
ral patronage, unvarying devotion to the Goddeés of

Learning and by rich contributions, he brought about a

45

renaigsance of Sanskrit literature in Malwa.”Padmagupta,

Dhanafijaya, Haldyudha, Dhanika, Dhanapala, Amitagati and

other scholar-poets flourished under his beneficient

patron&ge%éﬁhanika in his commentary on the Dadarfpaka

of Dhanahjaya twice quotes a verse the authorship of
which he ascribes in one place to Vakpatirdja and in the
other to Muﬁja?7The Keshmirian poet Kgemendra quotes
three different stanzas as composed by Utpalaraja in his
suvrttitilaka, Kavikanthabharana and auéityavioéracarcél

Sridharaddsa, the author of the Saduktikarndmyta a Sanskrit
. .. 48 .
anthology, quotes several verses of Munja. Ujjayini

attracted .the best talents from Kanoj, KadI and other
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centres of learning. Dhanap@la, as we already know, actu-
ally honoured with the title 'Sarasvati' by mi MNuiija.

Muiija was also a great builder. If was probably
he who made DhaArad his permanent capital and beautified
it with many“tanks, ohe of which is still called Mufija-
s@gara. He also built'ghats' and temples at Ujjayini, at
Maheswara on the Narmadd, at Omkira-Mandhata and Dharam-
puf. A town in Gujarat was also founded by him and was
known as Muﬁjapura%

Merutunga relates that when Mulija was to be execu-
ted and was asked to call in mind his favaurite deity,
he mournfully recited the verse —

nJakgmI will return to Govinda, VIrasrl to the
house of the heroes; but now that Muhja, the
storehouse of Fame, is about to die, the Goddess

of Learning will be without a support.“50

(3) Sindhuraja 3~ Dhanapdla refers to him as a son

of King Siyaka Harsadeva. But strangely enough he does
not qualify. Sindhurdja with any adjective indicating

that he was a crowned king, as is the case with his

——— — - —— ] —— W " — Y V- o, O N W G W — . . S W, B S W . — W "

49oGGD-p.ll7. ~ ] ) ‘
5O.PC(SJGM).p.25:S§wH4\-£ﬁ.?q‘(‘ﬁ @mﬁw‘

: S a0 W TIEET dTEet|
5% 2MEXITIntrax A = 3 ?ET il



127
father who is explicitely called a ‘king' (bhipa).3imi-
larly, it many be noted that no such quaiification is
mentioned with reference also to Vairisimha, the father

51

of Siyakai™ Again VakpatirZja Mufija is called a 'nrpati’,

*bhiimipati' and 'ksonlbhrt'52 )

M;utuﬁga knows him as '*Sindhulat, the son of King
Simhadantabhatta, who made over his sceptre to lufija, a

foundling, whom he had picked up from a thicket of reeds

and adopted as his first child. Merutuiga further records
as follows :"That Brother, named Sindhula, out of high
spirit, disobéyed the orders of Muiija; accordingly he
banished him from his kingdom, and so ruled for a long
time. That Sindhula came to Gujarat, and established his
settlement in the neighbourhood of %ﬁe city of Ké§ahrada23

Tradition is confused with regard +to Sindhuréja.,
Werutunga, while referring to:Muija's attempt at getting
Bhoja assassinéted, concludes that the latter was called
back and duly crowned as an heir—apparent?4 Dhanapala

55

contirms thisi Again, at the end of the account of Muiija,

Merutunge expressly states that "the ministers in the
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country of Mﬁlava, hearing thaf event, placed on the

n26pa11a1a repre-

throne Bhoja, the son of Mufijats brother
sents Sindhula to be the elder brother of Muﬁja and holds
that the latter succeeded the former§7But the Jain tradi-
tion ﬁnanimously holds Sindhulsa to be the younger broth-
er of Mufija. Padmagupta alias Parimala, the court-poet

of Sindhurija, who has immortalized the latter as the
hero invhis N8C, confirms this?SThis is supported also

by the Udayapura Prasasti and by‘Dhanapﬁla?gThus Merutu-
ﬁga's‘account referring to the incident of Sindhula being
banished and Bhoja having succeeded Mﬁﬁja, though appare-
ntly at variance with the comtemporary evidence,/is not
quite improbable. It is a fact that Mulija gave only

small pricipalitieé like Abu tg his sons, while he cro-
wned Bhoja as the crown-prince of ﬁhe whole empire?0

This might lend support to Merutunga's account of

Mufija being a foundling, in which case Bhoja would
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naturally claim the regal right of succession, and that
Muilja,or his ministers, simply upheld Bhoja's right of
heirdom to his ancestral throne of Malwa -in pursuance of
the arrangement made by Siyaka II just before his abdi-
cation. But at least five dynastiec inscripﬁions4stand

tp provevthat Sindhuréja was the immediate successor of
VBkpati II, thagk though no inscription of Sindhurija's
reign has yet been discovered. Our main source is the
NSC of Padmagupta whose main object is to record some

of the incidents of Sindhurdjals life leading to his
marriage with the Niga princess Sadiprabhi. It represents,
according to Dr.D.C.Ganguly, a solid historical fact in
the garb of romantic story?lThe historical background

of this work is one of <the Sindhurdja's adventureums
expeditions against M&natuiga, the kihg of Vvajra, who
was a constant enemy of the Bastar 8tate, The lattér,
having failed to cope succeséfully with the M&nas in

the battle, turned to Sindhuradja for help. The Paﬁ@éra
king readily granted the request. Ddring the fierce
battle, Ramidngada, the minister of Sindhurija, iost his

life at the hand of Mana prince, whom SindhurZja finally

. .
slew and conqgred patnavati. as a token of gratitude for
. . I Q_‘Q. = Y ——— s -
61.N5C.Zpilogue vs.l : TRIISATRRYE R %%%‘7(3‘;“
THTRGSed 9 112) 5 also HPD.p.69. ‘
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his services, the Naga chief gave hinm iis daughter in
marriage??

The literary activity which had fallen in abeyance
owing to the death of Vakpatiraja, received fresh impe-
tus under the encouraging attention of Sindhuréja?3 The
0ld poets Dhanika and Dhanapdla also seem to have adorned
his court. 3indhurija did not rule for long and he was =
succeeded by his son Bhoja. ‘

Samarakétu, the hero of the sub-plot of Dhanapala's
TM, shares some of the characteristics of Sindhurdja in
that he also is represented as having won the hand of
Malayasundari, a princess of a king in South India, and
he is portrayed as a very brave and dashing warrior.The
capture of Samaraketu by thé forces of Ayodhyd in the
T seems to reflect the historical incident of Vallabha-
rija's viétory over Sindhuraja as recorded in the
Vadnagar Praéasti§4

(4) Bhoja :- Paramdra Bhojadeve of Dhird, the son

and successor of Sindhurdja, was one of the most famous
rulers of the eleventh century A.D., celebrated for his

L] i - -
learning and patronage of learned men. His rule meempiumd
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revived the memories of the reign of vikramd@ditya the
Great?sﬁt least six inscriptions of Bhoja are available,
viz.,the Binsvard plates dated 1020 4.D., the Batma
plates dated 1020 A;D., the Sarasvati-image Inscription
deted 1047 A.D., the Tilakawdda copper plate dated 1047
A.D., and the Kalyan Inscripyion§6

Bhoja's military career as the most powerful empe-
ror in the north was chequered with constant conflicts
with the surrounding contemporary Hindu kingdoms of
Chedi in the east, CAlukyas of tnahilavida in the west
and the CAlukyas of Kalyana in the south. He had fights m
with the king of Chedi In#randtha Toggala i. with Bhima
of Gujarat, with the kiﬁgs of Karndtaka and Lé@é and
with the Gurjaras and the Turushkas, as stated in the
Udayapura Pranst1?7By merhy means of intrigues, Bhoja
defeated Gangeya Vikramaditya (ecirca 1010-1041 A, D s
Kalacuri
the[klng of Tripuri, encaged him and took him away %o
his‘capital, honoured him amd at last made him his his
friend. This incident may have served as a historical
background for the parallel incident, in the TM, of the
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defeat of Samaraketu at the hands of Vajrayudha due to
the magic power of the Balaruna ring and the former's
capture and subsequent friendship with Harivdhena, the
son of his @ opponent Meghavéhana?g The.Udayapura Pra~
dasti speaks of the Turks and others as being defeated
by the contingents or a general of Bhoja and not by
Bhoja himself. He was certainly not ome of those who
fought with Mahmud at Somanftha, Perhaps,as suggested
by Col.Inmard and Wr. lele‘on the mipemaghk strength of a
statement in the Tabkét-i—ﬁkbari, it was due to Bhoja's
efforts to intercept the defaler of the temple built by
him and by his feudatory Calukya Bhime that Mahmud went
back with his plundér through the'western part of the
desert of Multan?oﬁis revenge over Tailappa II?l his
enmity with the Chedi kingdom on the east and with the
Karpataka king in the south were almost hereditary and
more diséstrous. Having subjugated Jayasimha after a
long conflict of nine years (1010-1019 A.D.), Bhoja
annexed Kohkana to hislkingdom as is confirmed by a Jain
inscription known as the Kalyana plates of Xaéovarman.72
69.7u(N).pp.92-103.
70.,AMNI.V0l.III.p.158..

T1.BCRI «DPe 50-563 PHNI -p.98.
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In Gujarat his enmi%y was with Bhima wﬁo, however, esta-
blished diplomatic relations with Bhoja. His envoy was
Démara73who has been mentioned as ;Démodafa'by Hemacandzg.
In theﬁnorth Bhoja seems to héve received a set-back at
the hands of the Kacchapaghatas, rulers of Gwalior, the
feudatories of the Candellés?5ln 1043 A.D. a great con-
fedefacy of the king of Delhi,'Bhima of gujarat, the
CZhamana of Naéﬁlla,Somegvara of Kalydpi and the Kal-
curi King Karpa seems tovhaye bgen @ormed under Bhoja's
leadership?gThig’confederacy wrested Hansi, Thaneshwar
and other places in the north from the Y&minI kings of
Gazna?7gt this time the brilliant military career of
Bhoja reached its pinacle with his empire extending
from Camba and Thaneshwar in the north to Krsnd and
Tuﬁggbhadré in the south, and from Dwarka in the west
to Kanoj in thé east?BThe acquisition of Ia}a emboldened
Bhoja to push his armies further south.This brought him
to the border of Kofkana, the region extending from the
" present Thana District in the Maharéshtra to the Malbar
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coast in Keralg. $118haras held’sway over the north part
of this country and their territory extended as far as
@oa. They had been on friendly terms with 3Sindhuraja,
but, for some reason, their relations with Bhoja became
" unfriendly. In #he 1017 4,D. he invaded Koﬁkaga and
returned victorios to Malwa where he celebrated the
events with great pomp and ceremony. The éiléhéras, how-
ever; continued to rule over Kofikana, probably as vassals
"of the Paramé;as, as is evidenced by the Bhandup plates
of the Mahamagdaleévara Cittargje (1026 ﬁ;D.)TgThus
practically the Whéle of Worth India was under the sway
of Bhoja.

 The only other rival emperor in the couﬁtry WES
RE&jardja CO0}a of Tanjore (984-1014 4.D.), the virtual
monarch of almost the whole of South India as well as the
Greater India. He was on terms of cordial friendahip

with BhojaSo

The Param@ra King Bhoja is sometimes.repre-
sented as the lord of the land bounded by the Kailasa,
lMalaya and the mythical Sunset and Sunrise mountains.
Another tradition holds that the same Paramara king ruled
for a liittle over fifty-five years over 'Dakginapathe’
together with 'Gauda’.There is no doubt that 'Dakgindpatha’
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has been mentioned here in the sense of the whole of
South India often conceived as a separate Cakravarti-
kgetra. shri D.C.Sarkar opinesalthat the claim is merely
conventional as is shown by the fact that Bhoja's domi-mr
nions did not include any congiderable par% of South
India. Gauda, according bto him, indicates the northern
Cakravarti-kgetra or Kryavatta, and the above-mentioned
tradition mentions both the partial Cakravarti-kgetras
side by side to signify the whole of the Bharatavarga
conceived as the main Cakravarti-kgetra. The opinion of
Shri Sarkar is corroborated by the TM’whereiﬁ Meghavahana,
as well as Harivéhana'are said to have ruled as the
emperors of North India?zThe utilization of the word
'r3jardja’ in compounds like 'vidyédhard}iéjaréjadhéni§
ﬁight have conveyed some obliéue references with the
contemporary audiance. In Samaraketuts naval expedition
to the Souﬁh§4is reflected Rajaraja's naval expedition
of 'Srivijaya'. It might have been éignificant that the
name of the Wérship of Samaraketu is 'Vijaya-yatré*?sDr.
Moticandra has already drawn our attention to the stri-
king resemblance between these two naval expeditions?
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And Hérivéﬁaﬁa's attainment of the emperorship qf the
Vidyédharas~inhabi%ing ‘the northern slope of the Vaitiédhya
range87an& subsequent gift of it to Samaraketuaais but
an image of Bhoja's unrivalled sovereignty of the whole
of North India and his subsequent Dolitiéal adjustment
with Raaaraaa cola and later on w1th hls successor
Rajendra Gola who is decla;ed, in his 1nscr1pt10ns (A. D}
1025), to have conquered Orissa, Bihar and Bengal and
reached the banks of the Ganga from which he assumed the
title of Gaﬁéaikog@a—cﬁla (the'CSQa Who“séized the Gangég?
‘ " the latter part of Bhoja's reign was as unhappy amd
inglorious as %hose of his predecessor MuﬁjaAand Sindhu-
rija. Incessant wars with his. neighbours wore out his
militafy streng%h, and it was furthe: Wegkened shortly
after 1044 A.D. by +the ﬁerribie blow inflicted on it by
* the Kargé@aké King Somesvara who ravéged Malwa, plundered
its capital and forced éhoja to flee. It was prdbably
after this tragic end of Bhoja‘that Dhanapala thought of
undertaking the Jainistic vow of a fast unto the death.

One of the greatgst monafchs of Iﬁdia,~Bhoja was,

at the same time, a great. scholar and patron of learning.
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He is probebly called 'Kavirdja' and 'M&8lavacakravartin:'
by the inscription writers of the time even in other

domains. He was also called 'Trileka-n&r8yapa-bhimipila’

90

by Vardhamane in his Gagara‘bﬁé-mahqdadhi. Prabhacandra

also testifies to this effect? He has been credited with
works in every branch of knowledge in every SEstra.sccH-
rding to ﬁjac;ia, the commentator of the Sarasva‘tikax}{;hé-

bharapa,Bhoja wrote eighty-four works and all these were

- given the names which were Bhoja's own titles — Birudas?2

He is traditionally credited to have nompsszd been a
polymath who composed works on Grammar, Poetics, Astronomy,
Aastrology, Iogic, Medicine, Zoology, Architecture, Humis-

93
matics, Philosophy, Dream Psychology, Palmistry and etc.
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Aufrecht records the following works as attributed to
Bhoja 3
 I.anthology:- (1) Subh&gita-prabandhe;
II.Architectures- (2). Samaréﬂéaga-sutradhara :

I1I.Astronomy and Astfoiogy:- (3) Editya-pratapa-
siddnante; (4) RAja-martenda; (5) Raja-nrgihke (Ka-
raga); (6) Vidvajjana«vailabha (?raéna);

IV.Dharmaégstra ~ RZjadharma and Polit& = (7) Bhuja-
bala-nibandha; (8) Bhipila-paddhati; (9) Bhipdla-
samucchaya (or K?tya~samucchaya);.(10) Cé@akya-niti
(or Bandani%i); (11) Carucaryad; (12) éﬁrtamértandé;
(l)) R&ja-mdrtanda; (14) REjaniti; (15) Vjavahara—
samuccaya; (16) Vuktl-kalpa‘t;aru,

V.Grammar-—(l?) Saragvatinkagyhabharaga (or éabdénu«
53 sana); - |

VI.lexicography:- (18) NEma-mElika;

VII.Medicines:~ (19) Ayurveda-sarvasva, (20) Ra3a~martanda
(or Yogasarasaméraha), (21) Qaga—mrganka, (22)3311-
hotra; (23) Vlsranta~v1djav1noda,

VIII.Music:~ (24) Sangita-prakisa; -

IXe. Pnllosophy-- (25) Raja-mi3rtanda (commentary on

" Patanjalit's Yogaautras}; (26) siddhanta-sira-paddhati;
(27) Siva-tattva-ratna-kalika; (28) Pattva-pariksd
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(oxr éiva—fattvanparfksé);
E.Bhetorlcs:~ (29) Sarasvatlkantnabnarana, (30) S;ﬁ-
gara—prakasa, ' ‘

XI.Sanskrit Poetry and Prose: (31) Campﬁ—réméya§a; (32)
Mah8k&lavijaya; (33) Sringaramanjari; (34) vidya-
'vinoda; “

XII.Prakrit Poems;- (35) Kusumasataka.

95

Shri T.R.Gintamani adds”a few more, Vviz., (%6)

Amaravyékhyé.and (37> Kodanda-mandana. Some of these
works have already been published.,

Modern scholars like Aufrecht and A. Rangaswani
darasvati hold that all these must have been the ' works of
éuite a large number of scholars,"alliﬁorking under the
presidentship of Bhaja himself. Dr. V. Raghavan and Ray,
however, do not fully agree with them?6éridharadasa, the
author of the Sd.Krn. quotes about forty verses of Bhoja~
devégﬁ g 97

Bhoja ﬁas a great builder. Highly devoted as he was to
3iva, who was his dynastic deity?She built temples dedi-
cated to Keddredvara, REmesvara, Somanitha, sundira,

Kala, Anala and Ruaragg

The Bhojaé&lé at DhaEra (now

Kamfla Mauld Mosque) was a university variously referred

___________________________________________________ p————

95.8KB(C).Intro.p.xiii-xvi.

96 .BSPR.Intro.1 £f.;DHNI.P.872.
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to as 'Sarasvati-sadana', 'Bharati-bhavanar', or 'Sarafi-
sadma'; and it exhibiteé on its two pillaré two charis,
'alphaﬁetical and grammatical, the first in the form of
a single snake and the second in that of two intertwined

snakes%oo

The univefsity,adorned with a fenmple of -
é?asvati, was a meeting place of great poets, scholars
and critics attracted from all parts of India}01close to
it was a large -well known as 'Akkalukui'; Bhoja's big
palace formerly known as Réja:mértaQQa ino%\the‘Léya
Masjid) is another living monument. The old forts of
DhEra and Mandu are also attributed to him. The extensive
lake knovm as Bhoja-sZgara (covering about 250 sq. miles)
6f Bhopalm in the vicinity 6£ Bho japur (Laﬁ.23'-5 N -
Long.77'-30 ®) encircling the village Dip (Rly. Stn. on
the Cen%ral Rly.) which was then an isiand; has never
been a myth}OZBhoja erected a sacred fank at Kapileévara
in Xeasghmir, from which one Padmarija, a betel;seller;
use&‘ﬁo dispatch large number of jars of holy water to
wash the king's face%OBUjjayini reached its cultural
height’during‘the days of Wulja and Bhoja, both of whom
were the children of that ancient seat of empires and
100.Bhoja Raja by P.T.shrinivasa Alyangar, pp.98-99 as
quoted by HIS.p.353.
101.81.Vol.VIiIT.pp.96 fZf.

102.PID3.Intro.p.xi.
103.Rajat.VIII.190-193.
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profound & léarning, théugh thése empefefs seen to have
shifted their capital fé DPh3rd due to political and mili-
tary reasons. 5 ' ' ‘

King Bhoja still lives in public memory chiefly
as a pafron of learning and a liberal donor. Xalhana
and Merutufiga as well as other'Jaiﬁ chroniclefs have
recorded many anecdotes testifying to hif munificence to
poets and scholars. Mamma?a, a junior Qoﬁtemporary, also
adduces fo it%OSDuring Bhoja's rule Uva?a, the son of
Vajrata §f Enandépura &#r (modern Vadnagar ) in the north
Gujarat, = wrote the éukia—yajurveda—bh§§ya in Ujjayini,
as 1s evident from his'conéluding,remarks to the .commen-
tary. Bhoja conferred the honour of 'Vidyapati' to
ﬁéskarabha??a, the forefather of Bhéékarécérya,'the
famous writer on Astrology.at fhgjcourt of this magnifi-
cent royal polymath flourished Dhanapéla;vthe author of
the TM, one ¥Kalidasa, the author of the Halodaya, Vijha-
neévéra, the author of the Mit&kgarsd, a@d others like
Kiré and Cittepa. In the opinion of Dr. Kunhan Raja}06
the famous nine scholarly 'Jjems®', :eferred %o in the
wellknown verse of the Jyofirvidébharéga,iseem to have
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" flourished in the court of Bhoja of Malwa who is but
mentioned as '‘Vikrama'. $he‘nine'jems'were Dpanvantari,
Kgapapaka, Amarasinha, éaﬁku,Vetélabha?@a,Gh&?akarpara
and Kélidésa.“He granted a hundred 'agraharas' on the
bank of the Warmadd in Saka 923 (i.é.lOOi A.D.) to
Purdntaka for his %yémaia—daé@aké, a proso~poetic piece
in praise‘of the goddess Sarasvati%07Bhojé is said to
have honoured Shri Gopanandisﬁri}OBwa hundred years
later, Some&vara refers to his munificence in his Girnar
Inscriptién%ogThus the universal testimony of succeeding
ages prove that the high praise showered oh Bhoja & was
based on a fact of history. This is poeticaliy recorded in
the popular verse in the SRB%lO
A8 an inperial monarch whose writ ran over almost
the whole of North India, and as an unrivalled patron of
men of letters, Bhoja naturally seems to have beeén very
proud -~ almosta to the extent of being jealous or impa=-
tient — of his 8aiva faith, of his power, patronage and
unsurpassable séholarship of his assembly. Prabh@candra
has noted a4 few instances of Bhoja's anxiety to guard the
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honour of his assembly of scholars, emen at the cost of
. A

the life of the adversary. Lhus it is said that he almo-

8% decided to murder ﬁhanapg;a»whose caustic digs at
the weak points of certain Rindu religious beliefs%11
Again, he is said to have sfaked one lac coins each for
each 6f the five hundred scholars gf his assembly to

meet the challenge of VAdivetdla SEntisTri, who is said

.

to have returned alive on the strength of Dhanapila's

precautions%lzﬁ gsimilar, though more serious, incident

is recorded abdut Sturdci8rya , a Jain monk, who, due‘to
his haughty scholarship, severelj criticized the intro-
ductory verse of Bhoja's SarasvatI-kapthabharana, a
work on 3anskrit Grammar, and obliquely abused the king
to have committed a great poetic crime in composing a

o verse suggestive of conjugal relations with the wife

113
of one's nephew ! It was, again, due to Dhanapala's
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active assistance that Slr&cirya could safely be trans-
ported beyond the pale of the MAlava territopp. In his
ambitious zeal to reconcile all the systenms of lhdian
Philosopﬁy, Bhoja is recorde@ to have had recourse %o
dictatorial method when he rounded up various scholars
of different féiths and confined them in a dungeon from
which there were to be set free only When‘they arrive
at a unanimous decision !114And the desired unanimity
did come off, not with régard to the systems, but about
how to save one's 1life ! ind the credit for setting the
king on the rigﬁt trackﬂ5y~convincing him of the impossi-
bility of such a unanimity and abandoning the method is
said to have gomne to the above-mentioned SUracarya. If
we take these traditionad anecdotes at their face vaiue,
we have no ground to disbelieve the incident &f Bhoja's
throwing the Ms. of the TM into the fire-pan. . )
another point worth noting — snd & unique one in
the whole history of the Sanskrit literature — is the
composition of the Sanskrit prose-romance named the
égngéramaﬁjari—katha by Bhoja. 1t was composed most

probaﬁly after the composition of the TM by Dhanapala,
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-who composed his work probably after Bhoja composed the
Campﬁ-rgméyaga. It was composed probably because Dhana-
p&la refused to fall in line with the wish of Bhoja to
have him as & hero of his prose-romance, in the same
way as Baga obliged his patron King Harga, compfed to
whom Bhbja was definitely a far‘grea%er scholar. The
apologetic tone of Bhoja in the beginning of the SMK with
regard to describing his own capital city DhirZ and re-
sorting to the device of putting his own ﬁéxmﬂih&ng des-
cription as the herc of the story in the mouth of a
fountain-doll is very remarkable%lsgnd, Bhoja, unobliged
by Dhanapdla, had to indulge in this direct literary
action to get himself immortalized, in view of an impe-
rial patron's then justifiable expectations from the
g#esm foremost of his court-poets — especially when there
ﬁgs such a glorious precedentz formed by Béga -~ and might
be that none of his other cpurt-poets poséessed the
quality ana the talent req%gite for composing such an
inimitable work with him as the hero - a work which
stand a\fair comparisioﬁ with the Hargacarita of B&na.
Dhenapila was the only poet who could bear the brunt of
such a responsible and tough commission, as was amply
115.SHK.D. 7: - FERAT X TATE { RGRBRET NG

iy Fempnf@ERnatatne waewwy \ dgavts AT
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Proved by his composition of the TH. In the absence of
the availability of this poetd, Bhéja seems to have been
constrained to cpmpose a work which might serve as an
illystrétion of different types of love (raga) as the
Brotic (é;ﬁgéra) was his most favourite sentiment. And
this might have been the principal cause behind PhanapZla'i
refusal to comply with Bhgja{s requ%st to put his name

in the place of Meghavahana and that of Dhara in that of
Ayodhy&. This might also have nipped in the bud even a

‘ possible hope oi Bhoja about Dhanapfla ever composing
another work — an 'Ekhyéyiké'*~ $0 commemorate him. The
differece of their mutually hostile reliéious faiths
seem to have been a gulf too unbridgeably wide for the
imﬁ?ial order made to the pogt,who was & sehnlor in age
and scholarship and favoured even by his predecessor,
like Munja and who was too popular with the people to

be coarsed into composing a work of art to order. A

sort of an inherent contempt of a Jain poet for a Saivite
royal,but jun;or, patron surely precluded the possibility
of his ever being dazzled by the king's persona;ity 80
:las to command an instantaneous natural eulogistic inspi-
ration. Otherwise, a poet — DBanapala _ . agnmired Bama,

fOr his Har§acarita which fetched its author boundless
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famellscould not have resisted a similar4£éﬁptation to
such a fame for hdmself. It is significgnt that Dhanapidla
praises Bhojé elaborately for his persondl handsomeness
and valour. As to his scholarship, however, he briefly
calls him 'acquainted with the entire literature® (nih-
éegavaﬂmayévid) and nothing more. Bhoja's craviﬁg for
literary fame must have been Whettéd by'Dhanapala's work,
which far surpassed the former's Gampﬁ—qéméyaga — indire-
ctly criticized by the latter in the introductory verses
of the TH — and ultimately resulted in a direct reguest
by the emperor to his favourite court-poet, who refused
to oblige. And taking recourse to the rather justifigble
grounds in view of his own considerable talents, Bhoja
seems to have seized the opportunity of incidantaily
immortalizing himself and his capifal . Dhfrd _ rather
with a vengeance}lghile principally writing a work in
illustrating his main thesis of Réga~égﬁg£ra in his
égﬁgaraprakaéa%lSThis is a unique ins%ance of religious
difference pf 0piﬁi0ﬂ depriving us another historical
Sanskrit prose-romance — an 'AkhyZyik#'— which could have
successfully contended with %hat of Bééa’s Hargaeéritam.

And-Bhoja anmply deserved such an honour in view of his
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brilliant career, profoundly extensive dStliGlarship and
munificient patronage, the qualities, which are beauti-
fully summed up in a verse in the Udayapura Prasastlllg

II. THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH INDIA :-

In South Indla, under dagendra 5la“Géhgéikonda
(1012—1044 hoDu %he Cola empire reached its zenith,
éomprising beéldes the whole of South India upto the
Tufgabhadrd, the Maldives, sekk parts of what is at pre-
sent Madhya Pradesh, the whole of sndhra, Ceylon, and
. parts of Orissa, Bengai and Bihar. Their navy contro-
lled the bay of Béngal, which became a “Cﬁ}a lake",and
won a colonial ehpire vhich exhkrzss embfaced Geylbn,
Nicobar islands, the Malay Peninsula and Sumatpa. They
built magnificent temples and established schools of
Vedic and Sanskritic learning. Under the Ca}as litera~
ture blossomed and art flourished and the South contri-
buted valuable works in the field of philosophy, Dha-
rnas8stra, éaivism, dramaturgy, music and dancing.

” Drs. R.C.Mazumdar and &.D.Pusalkar further inform
uslg%hét_in the tenth century 4.D. the castes were
comparatively fluid and reconversion to Hinduism not
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impossible. But in this age the fundamental values of
Dharmadistras were readjusted not only to restore con-
%inuit& and stability to the social order, but to pro-
vide defengive ramparts in order to present a solid
front to an aggressive alien culture gnﬁ religion. The
dynamie ouﬁiook of Medhatithi and bevalasm;ti, there-
fore, gave place to a conservative outlook. Sanskrit
had been placed on a pedestal éf scholatship and sanctity,
assuming a more learned character. Prakrit and Apabhra-
mSa had receded in the background.

III. THE CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS TRENDS :-

The outstanding trend in the reliéious lfJgiS'tc:mryle2
of the period under review is the triumphant revival of
Brahmanical religion. The muslims were still a merely
militant forée and had’hardly come into close or peace-
ful contact Witﬁ'the Hindus, to whom they were not only
foreign and 'mleccha' (unclean and boorish) conguerors,
but they had deeply wounded their religious susceptibi-
lities by demolition of temples and destruction of images
-of gods on a large scale. The Hindus kept themselves
severely z1% aloof in order to save their purity against
the unclean aliens.
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“The most important feature in the evolution.of Indi-
an religionl2ﬁwas the growing influence of Tantric Buddh-
ism and Brahmanical religion. Belief in the efficac& of
the mantra, mandala and other elements of esoteric pra-
ctices as the-easiest means for attaining salvation reta-
rded the growth of spiritual ideas. The modt regrettable
feature was the degradation in the ideas of decency and
sexual morality brought about by the religiois practices.
Brahmanical religion showed its catholicity-by declaring
Buddha to be an incarnaﬁioﬁ of Vignu. Under the patronage
of the later (C8lukyas,and the Hoysalas, Jainism maintained
for long its position in Deccan and Soutﬁ_lndia; but with
the growing influence of Vaiggavism and éaivism it gradu-"
ally lost its importante in4both these regions. The Hoy-
salas,though converted to Valgnavism , supported the Jain
religion, but the CGlas and the Pﬁggyas were begoted
éaivas; and are said to have persccuted the Jains.

The growth of big temples, Saiva, Vaiégaﬁa and

Jain, constituted another impo?tan% featurelz4in the
religious development.‘aich endovments made to them by
kings, merchants and other men of wealth made them not
“only important centres of higher education, but also of
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'

Buddhists' monesteries of yore.

LI

TN
& S

Both +the epigraphic and literqry recogaﬁigggix
to the fact that Buddhism had quite a large numbers of
followers also in the parts of India other than Bengal
and Bihar. NAland3 and Vikrama&IlZ were great centres
of Buddhism. To all such Mahévihéras 6r universities,
richly endowed with royal grants, flocked learners from
all guarters of India and Abroad to receive instructions
at the feet of most profouﬁd éévants of the day. Another
vigomous centre of Buddhism was Kashmir from where
number of missionaries went to Tibgt and Central Asia
to spread the doctrine. Both the Kashmirian schools of
éaivism, viz., Spenda and Pratyabﬁijné that came into
being in the ninth and the tenth centuries A.D., had
been more or less influenced by Buddhism. S&ranatha also
was a living centre of Buddhism at this time.

Gujarat was a floﬁrishing centre of Jainism through-
out this peEs period - The Jain influence &t the court
of the gﬁlukyas of Gujaiat may be treced from the time
of the very founder of the dynasty. Teachers like 3aha-
srakirti are described as "the sinless teachers whose
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lotus-feet were worshipped by eminent kings like ¢3hgeya,
Bhojadeva and others." Indian craftsnanship of the age k=
‘has found its best expréssion in the most magnificent
Jain temples with theilr rich delicate carvings, grace
‘and beautynwhich is considered to be uniqpe in the world.
During the reign of Bhima I his minister Vimala of the
Pragvate family completed in 1031 4.D. the famous tenple
of ZdinZtha at Ebu%27At the beginning’of the eleventh
century 4.D. the Western C8lukyas and the Hoysals were
great patréns of Jainism. We‘possess numerous recordslza
from 1000 4.D. onwards of solitary rulers and noblemen,
in addition to those of the merchant class and others,
who built temples, installed images, performed wotship
and made endowments for perpetual service of divinity and
piety and who even ended their lives by the renunciation
of all worldly attachment and observing fasts in striect
adherence to the Jain faith, which hed grown in the form
of a large number of Sanghas, Ga?as, d;cchas, Balis and
Yaknds. -

Paramara Bhojadeva was not only a follower, but
also an exponent of éaivism. One of his works, the Tattva-
par§k§é, deals4with.éaivism. The Kalcuris of Tficuri,with
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a few exceptions, weré éaivas. S0 also were the Cande-
11&s of Bundelkhand. The western ¢8lukyas of Kalyana
were of éaiva persuaéion.‘The Eastern Célukyaé, the
1?za.zs-'!cer:rx Gangas and the Kakatlyas were Salvas. The Cola
kings also were great patrons of aa1v1sm. 8ne of the
importent feathers of this age was, thgrefore, the
rising rivalry among thg éaivas, the Vaiggavas, the
the Buddhists and the Jaiﬁs.

IV. THE CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE :-

The tenth and the elgvehth’éénturies saw a great
gurge in literary acﬁivity. KHost of the known poets in
Munja's court were Jains%3omuﬁja received special
honour from the Jain Ecér&a Mah&@senastiri, wrote the
Pradyumnacarita at the instance of one of the feudato-
ries of Sindhurd@ja. Dhanepala left UjjayinI for Dhard
out of his hatred for Jainism which was responsiéle
for the unexpected cﬁhﬁgrsion.of his younger brother
Sobhana, Wh& became a Jain monk under the discipleship
of the Jain preceptor Mahendrasfiri. A prince, later on
known as éubhacandrﬁéérya, the author of the Jﬁénﬁrnava,
also flourished in wufijats tlme. Pamous Jain wrlter
Amitagati W?ote his works at this time. The influence
of Acirya Manatuiga, the author of the well-known hymn,
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BhaktZmara-stotra, is saild to have made Bhojé well-
;disposed Yo Jainism. Dhanafijaya wrote his Vi§§pahéra-
~stotra to save his éon from serpent-bite. He also wrote
the NEmamalZ@, the Dvisandhana-kavya andﬂVaidyaka—nighanyw
Nemicandricirya, the author of the Dravya-samgraha and
Nayanandi, the author of the sudaréang—carita lived in
Bhoja's time. Many aphorisms of the K&tantra system of
Sanskfit Grammar have been inseribed on the pillars of
Bhojasdld. The Jain scholar Vadivetdla 3Zntislri, the
author of the Géﬂyacint&magi; defeated ﬁhoja's assembly
of scholars. _ |

It was during this periodl3lthgt ngmeévaré, thHa
author of the Sanskrit dramas like Cagqékauéika and
Naigadhznanda, flourished at the court of MahIpdla.
Trivikramabha??a, the protege of the Rigtrakuta King
Indra III, composed his Nalacampl and the laddlasa- ’
éampﬁ . 7eﬁka§a Madhava, the Vedic commentator, lived
at this time in the ¢Sla empire. Somesvaraslri (959
L.D.), the author of the valuable‘Yaéastilaka-cémpﬁ
wase a senlor contenmporary of Dhanapala. Bha??otpala

comnented on the works of Varazhamihira and on the

Brhajjataka in 966 4.D. He also wrote an independent
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% treatise on HorZsZstra. K@sgamiéré% Prabodhacandro-
daya, ILilasuka's K%gnakarggmgta, Ksemendra's Brhatka-
thamafijari, Daéévatéra, N?pévali,~Kal§vil§éa,.éuciﬁya—
vicaracarca aﬁd’summaries'df the RZmayana and the Maha-
bhirata, are an imposing array in the literary field.
Padmagupta's'Navaséhaséﬁkacarita is valuable for the
history of ‘Paramira 3indhurfja. Kuntaka's VakroktijIvita,
Vijninedvara's Witdksard on the yijfavalkya-smrti, Abhi-
navagupta's commentaries on Bharata's Natyas8stra and
on Enandavaerdhana's thanyélbka, Caﬁfapa@éi;a's comnme-
ntaries on the Safthitas of Carake and Su%rﬁta:and his
Cikitsasamgraha, a work on éurative medicine — all these

testify to the literary renaissance of the pef&od.»

V. CONTEMPORARY ILITERARY TRENDS :-.

_The highly cultivated poetry was meant for the
cultured audiance indicating the géneralwpfevélence of
scholastic learning. The rulers eﬁcouraged Sanskrit
learning. It was an age of scholastic elaboration and
systematic*analysis, of . technical skill and iearning,
of commentaries and sub—oommentaries,‘and of manuals
and sub-manuals%3%ractically a;l ﬁranéhes of literature
were well represented and their volume was also immense.
The largg number of royal authors and patrons of learning
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is striking. Bhoja, faéa@péla, gomeévara, Kulaéekhara,
éparérka, Ravivarman, Praﬁléﬁanadev;, Vigréharéja
CVisaladevé) and Balldlasena figure émong the crowned
ﬁen-of-letters who composed poetry,drama,poetics, Dba—
rmafZstra etc. Polymaths l&ke ngmendra and Bhoja were
by Ao means rare. Encyclopagdib works like the éfﬁgéra—
‘prakisa, Manasolladsa, K?tyakalpata:u, Caturvargacinta-
mani and so on testify to a dynamic age rather than
the one of decadence.

The Jain productions possess prae%ically all the
regular features of +the Xavyas. They deal with the
usnal Kévya toéics and»cbntain the elabo;ate desgriptions
of natﬁre,seasons, batlles and erotic_sports%33

The new literary form, the anthology, ortginated
shortlj after 1001 A.D. They rescue from oblivion many an
unknown author and bfiné forth unknown '“beauties” of
&ell«known authors not found in their ex%ant works;and
often serve as important landmarks for fixing dates%34

A peculiar type of literary composition written in
indifferent prose and verse, styled és'Campﬁ’, becane

. Ach
popular with author from the tenth century/omwards,
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The Yasastilaka-campl of Somadeva, the Campﬁ—rémiyaga
of Bhojadeva and the Fala-campu of Trivikramabhatta
tes%ify to this general trend at exhibiting one's
poetic and ﬁunditic skill both in the field of éanskrit
prose as well as verse. Polymathy E was an ideal aspi-
red for by every scholar of ability. The composition
of a lexicon each by‘Bhoja,'Dhanaﬁjaya, Halayudhé and
Dhanapala indicates %o the literary fashion of the
tinmes. Kgiraswamin's Dhﬁtuvgtti, Kaiya?a'stradipa on
the Mahébh5§ya, Hafadéttg's Padaméﬁjari,'Vardhaména's
Ga§aratna—mahodadhi, éaragadéva's Durghg?av¥tti, Bhoja's
Sarasvatika??hébharagé, BkEe: Daiva's Daivam and Hald-
yudha's Kavirahasya — all these works dealing with
different aspects of Sanskrit Grammar point to the aiiz
attempt at popularising Sanskrit by simplifying the
science of grammar for the enlightenmént of the laity.
p In the fiel@ of Sanskrit poetics the Dhvani
school was well established and literary critics
sought to harmonize the results of the controversies
their predeeessors.like Bhamaha, Dandi, V&mana, Kun-
taka, Rudrata, Réjaéekha&a and Abhinavagupta. Réja%e-
Bas given us a graphic picture 6f.the expected poetic
enviromment of the times in his K&vya-miméésé%aghe
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poet enjoyed a highly privileged and enviable status
in the assemblies and concoupses of the cultured
clagses in those dais. The gift of composing poetry
was considered to be the acid test of polish in speech
and manners. The poets by education and practice were
not less respécted than the poets by nature who were
equally loved. Genius and talent joined in friendship

and found a mutual succour in each other.
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