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CHAP TEfi FIVE

CONTEMPORARY 5 E N E R A T 1 V B
S I T U A l 10 N '

As has been discussed in the third chapter, Dhana- 
pala was a court-poet of the Paramara King Bhoja at whose 
instace he composed his TilakamarxjarT-katha. This prose- 
-romance contains many descriptions and incidents which 
reflect contemporary political, religious amd social 

situation which must have created a deep impression on 
the mind of the poet. It is proposed in this chapter to 

investigate into this contemporary influences which 
contributed & to the moulding of our poet's personality.

I. THE PATRONS Uf DhAMAPAIA
The political situation prevalent during 

the latter half of the tenth and the first half of the 

eleventh centuries A.13. was definitely monarchical. Our 
poet's life-span has been chequered with the career of 

at least four paramara kings, viz., Siyaica II alias 
Harsadeva, Vakpatiraja alias iviunja, Sindnuraja and Bhoja. 
It was hut natural under the monarchical governments 
that the poets and scholars generally flocked in the 

capital cities where they could get due recognition and
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necessary patronage of the kings, irhs snip or their
feudatories. Scholarship was neeessarily to he cultivated,

nourished and preserved in various assemblies which
could he available and possible only in the big cities

under the patronage of the kings, who only could provide
ample facilities in terms of wealth and leisure to the
scholars and the poets, since the education was imparted

by these scholars fully free of charge. Government was
sdn expected to enable teachers to impart free education

1by giving them land grants and pensions. The situation 

thus contributed doubly in moulding the cultural and the 

educational aspects of ,the personality of'both the poets 
as well as the patrons. An account of the patrons of

i

Dhanapala would, thus, be of much interest as it would 

enable us to trace various historical influences in his 
work.

(1) Siyaka II alias Harsadeva :- Dhanapala was 
most probably a boy in his teens during the late years 
of the Paramara King slyakajli, alias Harsadeva, who, 

however, must have contributed not less in moulding much 
of the personality of the young poet. It is quite possible 
that the poet’s grandfather Devarsi came to U3 jayini and 

l.EAI.u.83.
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settled in the service of this king from ¥/hom he obtained 
profuse wealth, which his son — and the poet’s father —
WaS in search ofii Khanapala seems to have been deeply 

impressed by the kingly and martial qualities of Sri 
Harsadeva Sijaka, who is praised by him as "the one who

3has dwarfed his enemies, in point of the pride of greatness.
The paramaras came into prominence with Siyaka II

who still claimed to have been a descendant of Amogha-
4varsa in the Udayapura Prasasti, paramara Siyaka II most

probably came to occupy' the whole' of Gujarat south of the
Ssrasvatl and perhaps Saurastra as the viceroy of the
Rastrakuta conqueror Krsna III. Between It.D.910 and 940
modern Gujarat south of the Sarasvatl, Malwa and Saurastra
had already passed under the sway of the paramaras, who
had accepted the vessalage of the Ras.trakuta emperors at

5some date before 910 A.D. This is confirmed by the Harsola 
Grants dated V.Sam.loo5 (i.e. 949 A.D.) of Siyaka II who
declares himself to be " mahamandalika-cudamani" of« • • •

"maharajadhiraja-paramesvara-s'ri-Akalavarsadeva-prthvI-
svallabha". siyaka II also vanquished the king of the

7Hunas, who ruled somewhere to the north-west of Malwa.
2. PRC. 17.18-19. „„
3. TM(10.Intro.vs.41: cmOn -fc^SfqT

; '301^ '

4. EI.Vol.Ilpp.233-238. ^ ^ W ll*u
5. GGD.p.108-110.6. GMRI.P. 142-143. ^7*nc^90: t
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He also came in conflict with YasWarman, the Candella 
of Jejabhakti =(925-950 A.D.), "but had to retreat? 

Parimala also records that Siyaka II Invaded Rudrapatl
- referred to in the inscriptions of Ranendra Cola as

*

Rattapadi — the ancestral territory of the Western
9Calukyas and defeated its ruler.

It is difficult to say where the capital of Siyaka 
II was at the time. It was neither Ugjayinl nor Khetaka. 
Dhara was not still the capital. La/fa was more likely 

under his sway. His nominal sovereign was the emperor 
of Manyakhe^a^shri D.K.Shastri thinks that it was possi­

bly between V.Sam. 1005 and 1029 ( i.e. 949 and 973 A.D.) 

that Siyaka II defeated th& feudatory of ICanoj from whom 
he wrested Malwa and established his autonomous kingdom 
with the capital at Ujjayini?1 Luckily for Siyaka II, 

the imperial power at Manyakheta was on the decline. 
Emperor Xrsna III (939-956 A.D.) after his invasion of 

the North in circa 940 A.D., was too busy settling with 

the rulers of the South to turn his attention to the 
North. In the meanwhile Siyaka II went on consolidating
8. EI.Vol.I.p.l26, vs.23:-- | - ?i¥r^Rr

9. NO.XI.89: f^r5%rW<dTrT ISU3S« ^ ^ ^
10. GOD.p.111.
11. GrMRI. pp. 146-147.
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his power. Shri K.M.Munshi opines that about 960 A.D. 
he added Ujjayanf and the region around it to his domi­
nions. Between A.D. 965 and 968 he had a temporary set- 
-back at the hands of Darasifilaa, his feudatpry. Two of 
the inscriptions of Ersna III - one of 965 A.D. and the 
other of 968 A.D. — describe his general’s subordinates

1as "U33ayanl-bhu3ahga!,s, i.e. the destryers of U.jjayinl. 
But this conflict did not leave slyaka - still referred 
to as "Gurjara" — any the weaker, since after the death 
of Krsna III in 968 A.D., he had almost consolidated his 
power and was hbw now bidding for imperial power by 
destroying his suzerain himself. IS $.HsM In 972 A.D. 
Sxyaka II was at the gates of lanyakheta which he cap­
tured and sacked, as has been recorded by Dhanapala him-

, 15self In his PLN and also by the Udayapur Prasasti. By 
this time, It seems, he had shifted his capital to 
Dhara further away from the reach of Manyakheta.

Siyaka ll was the real founder of the Paramara king­
dom, and the first imperial ruler of his family. Prom 
the position of a petty local chief, he succeeded by 
his ingenuity and military skill in occupying a place
12. EC.Vol.XI.Dos.23,33.How the word "J3hujahga"can mean 

*a destroyer' Is but a>mystery.It - can,however, mean 
8 'lover* or!lord*in general sense.

13. PM(D). 276 j ..also.SI.Vol.I.pp.233-238, vs.12.
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among the foremost rulers of his age. He left behind
him a vast empire which extended on the north upto the 

14 15Banswara State,, on the east to Bhilsa, on the south to
the Godavari and on the west upto the Mahl.Padmagupta,

alias parimala,tells us that in the latter part of his
' 17reign the king adopted the life of an ascetic, yadaja 

was the name of his queen^ and Sindhuraja was his son.

All this happened during the early years of Dhana- 
pala’s life and left an sMs ineradicable impression on 
his young mind. Many of these events have served as the 

historical counterpart of the background on which the
i

poet has erected his palace of poetical descriptions of 

la King MeghavShana, who, like Slyaka II 'alias Harsa- 
deva, aas a&sa alias Simhadattabhatta, was also child­
less, and as the Jain tradition records, his successor 
Munja was but an adopted child poetically represented 

by Dhanapala as Harivahana who was born due to the 
goddess S^rl — a personificaion of regal power. The- 

representation becomes quite transparent when Dhanapala

14. EI.Vol.XIV.p.295.
15. El.vol.I.p.134,vs.45.
16. EI.Vol. XIX. p.236. ,, „ „17. use.XI.88: .XT: IfcNr^Ui^ii 4
18.ibid.vs.86: ‘hc^af i
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declares that Meghavahana was well-known in his territory 
19as a "Bhujahga", utilizing the same epithet which inci­

dentally is also found in the above-mentioned inscripti­

ons of Krsna III. The sack of Manyakheta seems to have

been reflected in the realistic description of the sacked
20city of Rativis'ala. One is easily tempted to think that

the poet might have accompanied the conqueror on that

expedition. However, in the character of Meghavahana, as

will be clear later on, Dhanapala has amalgamated some

of the traits of the personality of Muftja also whose

successor Bhoja was practically a son offered by the

goddess' Sri as a legal heir to the kingdom of Malwa.

(2) YakpatirSja II alias Munja The earliest

known date of §Iyaka's 'successor Vakpati II can be

inferred from his inscription dated V.Sam.1032, i.e.975 
21A.2. pact and fiction have surrounded him with an attra­

ctiveness given to few kings. Merutunga has related a
22

long and interesting story regarding Munja in the PC.

long ago in the country of Malwa when the childless

Paramara King Simhadantabhatta valias Jtfarsa — Siyaka II —

was roaming about in his royal circuit, he saw in the

19.TM(I).P. 14 sfV
OTfcRT*. 4tsrr <*pr \

20.ibid.pp.40-41.
21.IA.Vol.VI.pp.48-53.
22.PCT.30-33.
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midst of a thicket of redds a certain just-horn male 
child. He took it up lovingly and made it over to his 
queen. The child’s named was called .’Muflja’ with refe­
rence to his origin. Buhler and Zachariae reject the

23legend about Munja's being a foundling as unhistorical. 
Later on a son was born to Siyaka II, He was named 
Sindhula. As Munja united in himself all the good qua­
lities, the king wished to crown him king. It is narrated 
that, Munja killed his own wife who had overheard the 
king relating the story about his being a foundling and 

entrusting him with the care of Sindhula. But Sindhula 
is said to have disobeyed Munja who, therefore, bani­
shed him, though after some time the former went back 

and received from Munja a district for his personal' 
revenue.But ’when Sindhula again displayed his haughti­

ness he had his eyes put out by Munja and was confined 

in a wooden cage. Sindhula was called "Havasahasahka" 

because he undertook hundreds of daring deeds. His son 
was Bhoja. Merutuhga further informs us that at the 

birth of Bhoja,§, certain astrologer skillfully calcu­

lated his nativity and predicted that "for fifty-five 
years, seven months and three days King Bhoja is destined 
23.IA.Vol.VI.p.40.



■ 120

25

to rule Daksinapatha with trauda!'§4 when Munja learnt
about this he feared that if Bhoja lived, his own son

would not inherit the kingdom. So he made over Bhoja to
the executuiners to put him to death. The executioners,

however, felt pity for his conspicuously handsome form
and trembled and asked him to remember his favourite
deity. At this Bhoja wrote on a leaf the following verse:'

"Mandh&ta, that lord of the earth, the ornament of
the Krta age, passed away;

Where is that enemy of the ten-headed Havana,who
made the bridge over the ocean ?

As many other sovereigns have there been.yudhisthira
and others, ending with thee, 0 King;

Not with one of them did the earth pass.away; I

suppose it will pass away with thee l"
In accordance with the request of Bhoja, the verse was

carried to iTunja, whose mind was filled with regret as he
read it. Then the king had Bhoja brought back by them
with great respect and honoured by appointing him as the
crown prince. A similar story occurs with some variations,

26in the Puratana-prabandha-samgraha. Surprisingly, it is 
2§.PC(Sd(iM).p.22:

26.BPS.p.13
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also recorded in the Ain-i-Akbari of Abul-Pazal, where 
Itmijalp fee foster father is named ‘iaijanand’?^ This

story of innja, the wicked uncle, is disapproved by Drs.
.. 28 Buhler, Ganguly and Shri Munshi.

As to Mun^ja’s last expedition against the ualukyas

King Tailappa II of KalySna, a feudatory of the Rastra-
kutas, Merutunga narrates the fallowing tragic events.
As Tailappa II harassed llfunja by sending raiders into
his country he determined to march a.gaindt him, though

his minister Rudradirya, who was seized with illness,
29endeavoured to dissuade him. The minister conjured him

to make the river Godavari the utmost limit of his
30expedition and not to advance beyond it. But Ivlunja looked

upon Tailappa with contempt, as he had defeated him six 
31times before; so in his overweening confidence he cro­

ssed the river and pitched the camp on the other side.
/When Rudraditya heard about it he foresaw the misfor­

tune resulting from rhe king’s headstrong conduct and
27. AAk.II.p.215.
28. NSC(BZ).p.50j HPD.p.83; GGD.p.76 ff.
29. This-is confirmed by a sasana {dated 979 A.D.) of 

Vakpati II, alias Murga; cf. POT.p.33 ft.nt.
30.Subhas'ila.and Ratnamandana-gani somewhat differ m 

this matter, cf. PCS.p.56 ft.nt. 1
31.PO(SJGM).p.22: ... ....')
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himself entered the flames of a funeral pyre., Then
Tailappa, "by force and fraud, cut luhja’s army to pieces
and took King Munja prisoner, binding him with a pope of

reed and put him in prison where he fell in love with
"32Tailappa’s sister MrnSlavati, Though his ministers atte­

mpted to save him through a tunnel dug into the prison, 

Mufija tried to persuade MrnSlavati to accompany him and 
consequently he was betrayed by her to.Tailappa who 
confined him in a wooden cage and later on crushed him 
under the feet of an elephant. Ballala ignores this 

incident, as he writes that Munja retired to the forest 
after duly making over the kingdom to Bhoja^Merutuhga* s 

version of Vakpati's overthrow and execution is corro­

borated in its main details by the epigraphic accounts
of the Calukyas, viz., the Kauthem G-rant of vikramadijsya

34 -V and Gadag inscription of vikramaditya VI.
As regards the romantic aspect of his life several 

Apabhrams'a verses seem to be composed soon after, his 

death and are preserved in the Jain prabandhas, which, 
perhaps borrowed then from, now a missing, Apabhrams'a
32. cf.PCS.p.57 ft.nt. dubhas'lla has given a fuM account

of Ivlrnalavatl. . ^ ^33. BPr.p.lO: qcf; cf
VM °fltW cT^ ^ | W

34.IA.Vol.XVI.p.23; El.Vol.XV.p.350.
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work called 'Murgaraso', believed .to have been composed

in the eleventh century A.D. Writing about Munja's early

career soon after his coronation when he entrusted the
administrative'burden to his minister Budraditya, Meru-
tuhga relates that during this stage of his life, he
was devoted to a certain lady, and he used to mount a

camel named Cirikalla, travel twelve Yojanas and-return 
35 ,in the night, Bhanapala's description of Meghavahana's

36
amorous life is significant in this respect.Significant

again is the incident of Prince Harivahana's being
kidnapped — rather carried - to his beloved's place by - 

37an elephant.
the

Munja Yakpati II was/second of the paramSra emper­
ors, and included most parts of Gurjarades'a within his 

empire, shortly after he came to the throne of Dhara in 

972 A.D. Many were his names and epithets — like Vakpa- 
tiraja, Utpalariga, Amoghavarsa, and prthvlvallabha, 
^rlvallabha etc. — by which he was designated. He is

35. PCI.p.31. —
36. TM(N).p.l6 f f. s

*\\-A Hii<||| ^
37.ibid.pp.185-187 and 240-247.
38.IA.Vol.VI.pp.48-53.
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39xs described as*Munja» in the lagpur prasasti and in

the rest of his inscriptions he is described as 'Vakpati'
King Arjunavarmadeva in his commentary RasikasahjTvani
on the Amarusataka, Parimala in his NSC, and Dhanapala
in his TM have established the identity of Munja and
Vakpatii0 His appellations like 'Srlvallabha* and 'Prth-
vivallabha’ were in fact the family epithets of the
imperial Rastrakutas of the Deccan^1 Dr.D.C.Ganguly

informs ns that with the accession of Vakpati II, a new
era dawned upon lalwa. The consolidation of the empire w
was complete, and the government was based on a strong 

42foundation! This is echoed by Dhanapala in his descn-
- 43ption of King Meghavahana. Hence foreward the paramaraa 

kings did'not limit their activities merely to under­
taking of military expeditions for conquest, but also 
directed their attention to the cultural development- 
and social welfare of their subjects. Under the powerful
39. El.Vol.II.p.184.vs.3.40. cf. Rasikasanjlvanl on Amarusataka vs.22, p.23:'^-<^'ici-

NSC.I.vss.92,101; ~
and TM(N).Intro.vs.43.

41. EI.Vol.VIII. Appendix II.p.2.
42. HPD.p.48. . A43. TM(N).p. 16:... 4np?Hr... .
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monarchy, the people of Malwa grew into a eeh strong- . 

state.Rudraditya was the king’s minister and Mahlika 

and the poet Dhanika were respectively lahasadhanika and 
Mahasadhyapala of his government!^

VSkpati was himself a graet poet and by his,libe­

ral patronage, unvarying devotion to the Goddess of

Learning and by rich contributions, he brought about a
45renaissance of Sanskrit literature in MalwaT padmagupta,

Dhananjaya, Halayudha, Dhanika, Dhanapala, Amitagati and
other scholar-poets flourished under his beneficient
patronage; Dhanika in his commentary on the Bas'arupaka

of Dhanahjaya twice quotes a verse the authorship of

which he ascribes in one place to Vakpatiraja and in the 
47other to Munja. The Kashmirian poet Ksemendra quotes 

three different stanzas as composed by Utpalaraja in his
. i

Suvrttitilaka, Kavikanthabharana and Aucityavicaracarca.
Sridharadasa, the author of the Saduktikarnamrta a Sanskrit

48
anthology, quotes several verses of Munja. Ujjayinx 
attracted-the best talents from Kanoj, Ka^I and other 

44.HPD.p.48-49.
45.ibid.p.63. ____ » ^ \
46. cf.NSC. 1.7: ‘Wl

M ^ q^c- ;\\) TM( N). Intro.
VS. 53 d:^^>-3t4T DR-IV.
86:-* - W  ...g /vf^#Ccn- -

47. DR• P.273: - L etc*;
p.275: ^(q^,

$8.cf .Sd.ICrn. Intro. p« 93.



126

centres of learning. Dhanapala, as we already know, actu 

ally honoured with the title 'Sarasvatl' by Mm Mu&ja.
Munja was also a great builder. It was probably 

he who made Dhara his permanent capital and beautified 
it with many tanks, one of which is.still called lunja- 
sagara. He also built’ghats* and temples at UjjayinI, at 

Maheswara on the Narmada, at Omkara-Mandhata and Dharam-
pur. A town in Gujarat was also founded by him and was
, 49known as Munjapura.

Merutuhga relates that when Munja was to be execu­

ted and was asked to call in mind his favourite deity, 

he mournfully recited the verse -
“Laksmi will return to Govinda, VirasrI to the 

house of the heroes; but now that Munja, the
storehouse of Fame, is about to die, the Goddess

50of Learning will be without a support.”

(5) Sindhuraja Dhanapala refers to him as a son

of King Siyaka Harsadeva. But strangely enough he does 
not qualify,Sindhuraja with any adjective indicating 
that he was a crowned king, as is the case with his

5oIpc(SJGH)Ip.25:rf5®lft*(rS»rffT j
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father who is explicitely called a ‘king’ (bhupa).Simi­
larly , it many he noted that no such qualification is
mentioned with reference also to Yairisimha, the father 

51of Siyaka. Again Vakpatiraja Muhja is called a ’nrpati',
52•bhumipati• and * ksonibhrt1.

Mrutunga knows him as ’ Sindhula', the son of King
Simhadantabhatta, who made over his sceptre to Munja, a
foundling, whom he had picked up from a thicket of reeds
and adopted as his first child. Merutunga further records
as follows :"That brother, named Sindhula, out of high
spirit, disobeyed the orders of Munjaj accordingly he
banished him from his kingdom, and so ruled for a long
time, That Sindhula came to Gujarat, and established his
settlement in the neighbourhood of the city of Kas'ahrada'J

Tradition is confused with regard to Sindhuraja.
Merutunga, while referring touMufga’s attempt at getting
Bhoja assassinated, concludes that the latter was called

54back and duly crowned as an heir-apparent. Dhanapala
55 „confirms this. Again, at the end of the account of Munja,

Merutunga expressly states that "the ministers in the
51.TM(N).Intro.vss.40-42._ v ^
52.ibid. vs.42 d: ---r--. ; vs.43 d :

I------- » vs.5353.POT.p.31. c
54.ibid. ^
55.TM(N).Intro, vs.43d: (i.e. Bhoja)

53
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country of lalava, hearing that event, placed on the 
throne Bhoja, the son of Muflja’s brother" ^Ballala repre­

sents Sindhula to be the elder brother of Munja and holds
57that the latter succeeded the former. But the Jain tradi­

tion unanimously holds. Sindhula to be the younger broth­
er of Munja. Padmagupta alias parimala, the court-poet
of Sindhuraja, who has immortalized the latter as the

58hero in his NSC, confirms this. This is supported also
, ■ • 59by the Udayapura Prasasti and by Dhanapala. Thus Merutu- 

nga's account referring to the incident of Sindhula being 
banished and Bhoja having succeeded Munja, though appare­
ntly at variance with the contemporary evidence, is not 
quite improbable. It is a fact that Munja gave only
small pricipalities like Abu to his sons, while he cro-

60wned Bhoja as the crown-prince of the whole empire.
This might lend support to Merutunga’s account of 
Munja being a foundling, in which case Bhoja would
56. PC(SJGM).p.25:3t£

57. BPB.p.l: 5S»M*
Hi CO e\J .. - JjyJriPT ^-r^l rfTC«1%k j

58. NSC.XI*98:
59. BI.Vol.I.pp.233-238j TM(I\f).Intro.vs.42:•—
60. HPD.P.52; GGD.p.127. ^ i “ *
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naturally claim the regal right of succession, and that 

Munja,or his ministers, simply upheld Bhoja's right of 

heirdom to his ancestral throne of Malwa in pursuance of 
the arrangement made by Slyaka II just before his abdi­
cation. But at least- five dynastie inscriptions stand 
to prove that Sindhuraja was the immediate successor of 

Vakpati II, jfcMagh though no inscription of Sindhuraja*S 
reign has yet been discovered. Our main source is the 
HSC of Padmagupta whose main object is to record some 
of the incidents of Sindhuraja’s life leading to his 

marriage with the Haga princess SadiprabhS. It represents,

according to Dr.B.C.Ganguly, a solid historical fact in
61the garb of romantic story. The historical background 

of this work is- one of the Sindhuraja*s adventurous 

expeditions against lanatuhga, the king of fajra, who 

was a constant enemy of the Bastar gtate, The latter, 
having failed to cope successfully with the Manas in

ftthe battle, turned to Sindhuraja for help. The Parmara
A

king readily granted the request. During the fierce 
battle, Ramangada, the minister of Sindhuraja, lost his 
life at the hand of Mana prince, whom SindhurSja finally 

slew and conqered Ratnavatl. As a token of gratitude for

Sl.ISC.Bpilogue vs.l : i&y-
^Hrfcf ^T^-T 11 5 also HPD.p.69.
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his services, the laga chief gave him his daughter in
62marriage..

The literary activity which had‘fallen in abeyance
owing to the death of Vakpatirhja, received fresh impe-

_ 63tus under the encouraging attention of Sindhuraja. The 
old poets Dhanika and Dhanapala also seem to have adorned 

his court. Sindhuraja did not rule for long and he was s 

succeeded by his son Bhoja.
Samaraketu, the hero of the sub-plot of Dhanapala's 

TM, shares some of the characteristics of Sindhura|a in 

that he also is represented as having won the hand of 
Malayasundarl, a princess of a king in South India, and 
he is portrayed as a very brave and dashing warrior.The 

capture of Samaraketu by the forces of Ayodhya in the 
TM seems to reflect the historical incident of Vallabha- 
raja's victory over Sindhuraja as recorded in the 
Yadnagar Pras'astif^

(4) Bhoja Paramara Bhojadeva of Dhara, the son 
and successor of Sindhuraja, was one of the most famous 
rulers of the eleventh century A.D., celebrated for his 
learning and patronage of learned men. His rule KSEEausd

62.HPD.pp.73r7&.^ ^ -x t

.EI.Yol.I.pp.296-305, vs.7.64
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revived the memories of the reign of Yikramaditya the 

65Great. At least six inscriptions of Bhoja are available,
viz.,the Bansv/hra plates dated 1020 A.D., the Batma
plates dated 1020 A.D., the Sarasvatl-image Inscription
dated 1047 A.D., the Tilakawada copper plate dated 1047

66A.D., and the Kalyan Inscription.
Bhoja*. s military career as the most, powerful empe­

ror in the north was chequered with constant conflicts 
with the surrounding contemporary Hindu kingdoms of 
Chedi in the east, calukyas of Anahilsvada in the west 
and the calukyas of Kalyana in the south. He had fights sr 
¥/ith the king of Chedi Indranatha foggala I, with Bhxma 
Of Gujarat, with the kings of Karnataka and Lata and
with the Gurjaras and the Turushkas, as stated in the

67Udayapura prasasti. By aagtaa means of intrigues, Bhoja
defeated Gangeya Yikramaditya (circa 1010-1041 A.D.), 
Kalacurithe/king of Tripuri, encaged him and took him away to 
his capital, honoured him and at last made him his his 
friend. This incident may have served as, a historical 
background for the parallel incident, in the TM, of the
65. HCAI.Vol.II.p.320.
66. HPD.up.83-88. vn v___ _ x » . c r\_67. EI.Yo1.I.vs.19;_^^^';^^^^3SI^^1Psi^L
68. PPS(SJGM). II.p.20"j <i.ij

r ^ 4 pV| 4-M W
ll n\\

JsT'R’ ‘f <WV|
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defeat of Samaraketu at the hands of fajrayudha due to 
the magic power of the Balaruna ring and the former’s 
capture and subsequent friendship with Harivahana, the

gqson of his g opponent Meghavahana. The Udayapura Pra- 
^asti speaks of the Turks and others as being defeated 
by the contingents or a general of Bhoja and not by 
Bhoja himself. He was certainly not one of those who 
fought with Mahmud at Somanatha. Perhaps,as suggested 
by Col.Luard and Mr. lele on the sisasEghi strength of a 
statement in the Tabkat-i-Akbari, it was due to Bhoja’s 
efforts to intercept the defiler of the temple built by 
him and by his feudatory Calukya Bhima that Mahmud went
back with his plunder through the western part of the

70 71desert of Multan. His revenge over Tailappa II, his
enmity with the Chedi kingdom bn the east and with the
Karnataka king in the south were almost hereditary and
more disastrous. Having subjugated Jayasimha after a
long conflict of nine years (1010-1019 A.D.), Bhoja
annexed Konkana to his kingdom as is confirmed by a Jain
inscription known as the Kalyana’ plates of las'ovarman.^

69. TM(N).pp.92-103.
70. HMHI.¥ol.III,p.l58..
71. B0HI.pp.50-56;- PHHI.p.98.
72. El.Vol.XYIII.pp.320-325.
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In Gujarat his enmity was with Bhima who, however, esta­
blished diplomatic relations with Bhoja. His envoy was

73 ' _ • 74Bamara who has been mentioned as ’Damodara’by Hemacandra.
In the north Bhoja seems to have received a set-back at
the hands of the Kacehapaghajias, rulers of Gwalior, the

75feudatories of the Candellas. In 1043 A.D. a great con­
federacy of the king of Delhi, Bhima of Gujarat, the 
CShamana of Na<julla,Somesvara of lalyani and the Kal-
curi King Karna seems to have been formed under Bhoja’s 

IEleadership. This confederacy wrested Hansi, fhaneshwar
and other places in the north from the Tamini kings of 

77Gazna. At this time the brilliant military career of 
Bhoja reached its pinacle with his empire extending
from Camba and Thaneshwar in the north to Ersna and

• • •

Tungabhadra in the south, and from Dwarka in the west
78 -to Kanoj in the easti The acquisition of La$a emboldened 

Bhoja to push his armies further south.This brought him 
to the border of Ko&kana, the region extending from the 
present Thana District in the Maharashtra to the Malbar
73. PC(SJGM).P.33.
74. DK.IX.26.
75. DHHI.Pt.II.p.870; also EI.Vol.IX.pp.70 ff.
76. BP.1.118.
77.OHI.III.32-33 referred to in GGD.,p.l45.
78.GGD.P.145; also the Udayapura Prasasti vs.l7:3iWc3H?i-

-T It in BI.Yol.I.p.235.
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coast in Kerala, silaharas held sway over the north part 

of this country and their territory extended as far as 

goa. They had been on friendly terms with Sindhuraja, 
but, for some reason, their relations with Bhoja became 
unfriendly. .In 1017 A.'D. he invited K oik ana and 

returned victorios to Malwa where he celebrated the
t ’ _

events with great pomp and ceremony. The Silaharas, how­

ever, continued to rule,over Konkana, probably as vassals 
of the paramaras, as is evidenced by the Bhandup plates 
of the Mahamandalesvara Cittaraja (1026 A.D.)I%hus 

practically the whole of lorth India was-under the sway 
of Bhoja.

The only other rival emperor in the country was

Rajaraja Coja of Tanjore (984-1014 A.D.), the virtual

monarch of almost the whole of South India as well as the
Greater India. He was on terms of cordial friendship 

BOwith Bhoja; The paramara King Bhoja is sometimes repre­
sented as the lord of the land bounded by the Kailasa, 
Malaya and the mythical Sunset and Sunrise mountains. 
Another tradition holds that the same Paramara king ruled 
for a little over fifty-five years over ’Daksinapatha’ 

together with ’Gauda’ .There is no doubt that ’Baksinapatha’
79.HPD.pp.96-98.
80.ibid.p.117.
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lias "been mentioned here in the sense of the whole of

South India often conceived as a separate Cakravarti-
81ksetra. Shri D.C.Sarkar opines that the claim is merely

conventional as is shown hy the fact that Bhoja’s domi-s

nions did not include any considerable part of South
India. G-auda, according to him, indicates the northern

Cakravarti-ksetra or Aryavatta, and the above-mentioned
tradition mentions both the partial Cakravarti-k§etras
side by side to signify, the whole of the Bharatavarsa

conceived as the main Cakravarti-ksetra. The opinion of

Shri Sarkar is corroborated by the TM' wherein Meghavahana,

as well as Harivahana are said to have ruled as the
82emperors of lorth India. The utilization of the word

83'rajaraja' in compounds like ’vidyadhara^rajarajadhani*

might have conveyed some oblique references with the

contemporary audiance. In Samaraketu*s naval expedition 
84 _to the South is reflected Rajaraja's naval expedition

of ’Srivijaya'. It might have been significant that the
- 85name of the warship of Samaraketu is *Vijaya-yatra’. Dr.

Moticandra has already drawn our attention to the stri-
86king resemblance between these two naval expeditions.

"-SI.SGAMI.p. 15. _ ^ v ■82.TH(lf) .p,.562:—r%Rct"^fe< 5TJRTG?«
83.ibid.p.366.
84.ibid.pp. 114-126 and 131-lj£0. ^85.ibid.p.131: --- f$r^T^T <^T' \
86.Slv.p.220. d
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And Harivahana’s attainment of the emperorship of the 

Yidyadharas- inhabiting the northern slope of the Yaitadhya
Q*7 00range 'and subsequent gift of it to Samar alee tu is but 

an image of Bhoja's unrivalled sovereignty of the whole 

of North India and his subsequent political adjustment 

with Rajaraja Qola and later on with his. successor 
Rajendra Cola who is declared, in his inscriptions (A.DjF 

1025), to have conquered Orissa, Bihar and Bengal and 
reached the banks of the G-anga from which he assumed the

89title of G-afigaikonda-co^a (the .Cola who seized the Gangly..

The- latter part “of Bhoja's reign was as unhappy and 
inglorious as those of his predecessor Muhja and Sindhu- 

raja. Incessant wars with his•neighbours wore out his 

military strength, and it was further weakened shortly 

after 1044 A.D. by the terrible blow inflicted on it by 
the Kar$a$aka King Somesvara Who ravaged Malwa, plundered 

its capital and forced B'hoja to'flee. It was probably 

after this tragic end of Bhoja that Dhanapala thought of 

undertaking the Jainistic vow of a fast unto the death.

One of the greatest monarchs of India, -Bhoja was, 

at the same time, a great.scholar and patron of learning.

87. TMjJN). p.403: 
88

-sT ---'i'A\etc.
.ibid^.p.J-26: -mUJT -..-rfY cp} ' -a i<4 Ytthrtu ' wrrinrrr-r- j °89.H-ISMA.p.l75i also C,p.l94. ■ f
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He is pro|>afcly called 'Kaviraja* and 'lalavacakravartin*

by the inscription writers of the time even in other
domains. He was also called *frilaka-nar,Syaria-bhumipSla*

90hy Vardhamana in his Ganaratna-mahodadhi. Prahhacandra 
also testifies to this effect?^Ile has been credited with 

works in every branch of knowledge in every Sastra.Acco­

rding to Ijada, the commentator of the Sarasvatikantha-

bharana,Bhoja wrote eighty-four works and all these were
92given the names which were Bhoja's own titles — Birudas.

He is traditionally credited to have aampaasS been a 

polymath who composed works on Grammar, Poetics, Astronomy,
Astrology, Logic, Medicine, Zoology, Architecture, lumis-

93matics, philosophy, Dream psychology, Palmistry and etc.

90.GEM,III.5.pp.150-151. ^ n
91 .PRC .18.13: •. !

• \l ?^||etc.
92." *£ ft" f^fgRmfr:

_L ^ ^ ^ ^ ' \ * * f vpil Hi jjfv^r ns n l

m ^ ^.7 a we .
-- ,» etc.p.37. Des. cat. of Mss.

in Jain Bhandars at Pattan.' Vol.I. palm leaves, GOS 
L&XVI, as quoted by BSPR. v 

93.PBC. 17.75-78: aa^gr^wr-
i h ch-H \[ Uu u
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Aufrecht records the following works as attributed to 

94Bhoja :- ■ '
I.Anthology:- (1) Subhlsita-prabandha;
II.Architecture:- (2). SamaraAgana-sutradhara ;
III.Astronomy and Astrology:- (3) Iditya-pratapa- •

siddhanta; (4) Raja-martanda; (5) Raja-mrganka (Ka- 
rana); (6) vidvajjana-vallabha (pralna);

IV.Dharmagastra - Rajsdharma and polity :- (7) Bhuja- 
bala-nibandha; (8) Bhupala-paddhati; (9) BhupSla-

samucchaya (or Krtya-samucchaya); ,(10) Canakya-nlti
• •

(or Bandanrti); (11) Carucarya; (12) purtamartanda;
• • « i

(13) Raja-martanda; (14) RSjanlti; (15) VyawahSra- 
samuccaya; (16) lukti-lcalpataru;

1V.Grammar:-(17) Sarasvati-ka^habharana (or Sabdanu- 
sasana);

VI.lexicography:- (18) NSma-malika;
VII.Medicine:- (19) Ayurveda-sarvasva; (20) Raja-martanda

• *

(or Yogasarasamgraha); (21) Raja-mrganka; (22)SSli- 
hotra; (23) Visrlnta-vidyavinoda;

— fVIII.Music:- (24) Sangita-prakasa; •
IX.Philosophy:-.(25) Raja-martanda (commentary on

patanjali's Yogasptras); (26) siddhanta-sara-paddhati
I - ^- (27) Siva-tattva-ratna-kalika; (28) fattva-pariksa 

- 94.CC.ft.I.p.418; pt.II.p.95.
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(or Siva-tattva-parfksa);

X.Rhetorics:- (29) Sarasvatlkanthabharana; (30) Srn-
gara-prakasa;

XI.Sanskrit Poetry and Prose: (31) Campu-ramayana; (32) 
Mahakalavijaya; (33) Srngaramanjari; (34) Vidya- 
vinoda;

XXI.Prakrit Poems}- (35) Kusumasataka.
95Shri T.R.emtamani adds a few more, viz., (36) 

Amaravyakhya and (37) Kodanda-mandana. Some of these
works have already been published.

Modem scholars like Aufrecht and A. Rangas.wami
Sarasvati hold that all these must have been the'works of

quite a large number of scholars, all working under the
presidentship of' BMja himself, hr, V. Raghavan and Ray,

96.however, do not fully agree with them, sridharadasa, the
author of the Sd.Krn. quotes about forty verses of Bhoja-
„ m 97 deva.f

Bhoja was a great builder. Highly devoted as he was to 
» - 98Siva, who was his dynastic deity, he built temples dedi­
cated to Kediresvara, Ramesvara, Somanatha, Sundlra,

• •
QQ iKala, Anala and Rudra. The Bhogasala at Dhara (now 

KamSla Mania Mosque) was a university variously referred

95•3KB(C).Intro.p.xiii-xvi.
96.BSPR.Intro.1 ff.;DHNI.f.872.
97.Sd.Krn.Intro.p.87.
98. piDS.pil, Intro.vss. of'.Gandhawani^ plates dated V.Sam.
99. EI.Vol.I.pp.233-238. vs.20:*J*^Wcq -c

asffff “ -^^1“ | } also Bhj.Car.Intro.p.2
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"to as ’Sarasvatl-sadana’, ’Bharati-bhavana*, or 'Sarafia-
sadma’, and it exhibited on its two pillars two charts,
alphabetical and grammatical, the first in the form of
a single snake and the second in that of two intertwined
snakes7 The university,adorned with a temple of •
a *Srasvati, was a meeting place of great poets, scholars* 101and critics attracted from all parts of India, close to
it was a large well known as ’Akkal-kui’. Bhoja*s big
palace formerly known as Raja-martanda (now,the lata
Mas3id) is another living monument. The old forts of
Bhara and Mandu are also attributed to him. The extensive
lake known as Bhoja-sagara (covering about 250 sq. miles)
0f Bhopals, in the vicinity of Bhojapur (Lat.23'-6 N —
Long.77'-30 B) encircling the village Dip (Ely. Stn. on
the central Rly.) which was then an island, has never 

' 102been a myth. Bhoja erected a sacred tank at Kapilesvara
in Kashmir, from which one Fadmaraja, a betel-seller,
used to dispatch large number of jars of holy water to

103wash the king’s face. Ujjayini reached its cultural 
height during the days of Munja and Bhoja, both of whom 
were the children of that ancient seat of empires and
100. Bhoja Raja by p.T.Shrinivasa Aiyangar, pp.98-99 as 

quoted by HIS.p.353.
101. BI.Yol.YIII.pp.96 ff.
102. FIDS.Intro.p.xi.
103. Rajat.VIII.190-193.
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profound 1 learning, though these emperors seem to have 
shifted their capital to Dhara due to political and mili­
tary reasons.

King Bhoja still lives in public memory chiefly
104as a patron of learning and a liberal donor. Kalhana

and lerutunga as well as other Jain chroniclers have
recorded many anecdotes testifying to hi£ munificence to
poets and scholars. Mammata, a junior contemporary, also 

105adduces to it. During Bhoja’s rule Uvata, the son of
- *

Vajrata of Anandapura eb (modern Vadnagar ) in the north
t —Gujarat, wrote the gukla-yajurveda-bhasya in Ujjayini, 

as is evident from his concluding,remarks to the commen­
tary. -Bhoja conferred the honour of ’Yidyapati’ to 
Baskarabhatta, the forefather of Bhaskaracarya,' the

ft • •

famous writer on Astrology.lt the court of this magnifi­
cent. royal po.lymath flourished Dhanapala, the author of 
the TM» one Kalidasa, the author of the Nalodaya, Vijna-
nesvara, the author of the Mitaksara, and others- like

♦' 106 Kira and cittapa. in the opinion of Dr. Kunhan Raja,
the famous nine scholarly ’jems’, referred to in the
wellknown verse of the Jyotirvidabharana,- seem to have
104.Rajat.lY.259.
•105.KP.X.114:...
106. Sur. Skt. lit .• p.96.
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flourished in the court of Bhoja of Malwa who is but 
mentioned as 'Vikrama!. The nine'jems*were Dhanvantari, 
Ksapa^aka, Amarasimha, 3anku,Veta|abhatta,Ghitakarpara 
and Kalidasa. He granted a hundred ’agraharas* on the 
bank of the Harmada in &aka 923 (i.e.1001 A.D.) to

I ' -

Purantaka for his Syamala-dandaka, a proso-poetic piece
' * * _107

in praise of the goddess Sarasvati. Bhoja is said to
108 -have honoured Shri GopanandisHri. Two hundred years

later, Somesvara refers to his munificence in his Girnar 
' 109Inscription. Thus the universal testimony of succeeding

ages prove that the high praise showered oh Bhoja s was
based on a fact of history. This is poetically recorded in

110the popular verse m the SRB.
AS® an imperial monarch whose writ ran over almost 

the whole of Sorth India, and as an unrivalled patron of 

men of letters, Bhoja naturally seems to have been very 

proud - almost^ to the extent of being jealous or impa­
tient — of his §aiva faith, of his power, patronage and 

unsurpassable scholarship of his assembly. Prabhacandra 

has noted a few instances of Bhoja*s anxiety to guard the
107. H0S1.p.492. _ v~ v
108. JP. Intro.. p. 8; s|iq^t^HT ^kw\
109. GGD.P.218. •
110.SHS.III.79j

to?
'9,pai7:'Si|:5f AbftenpriFar ^7^^}
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honour of his assembly of scholars, enen at the cost of

\ „ ‘

the life of the adversary, 'i'hus it is said that he almo­
st decided to murder Dhanapala whose caustic digs at 
the weak points of certain Hindu religious beliefs'P'*' 

Again, he is said to have staked one lac coins each for 
each of the five hundred scholars of his assembly to 
meet the challenge of Vadivetala Santisuri, who is said 
to have returned alive on the strengll of Dhanapala’s

IIPprecautions. A similar, though more serious, incident 
is recorded about SurScarya , a Jain monk, who, due to 
his haughty scholarship, severely criticized the intro­
ductory verse of Bhoja’s 3arasvati-kanthabhara^.a, a 
work on Sanskrit Grammar, and obliquely abused the king 
to have committed a great poetic crime in composing a
a verse suggestive of conjugal relations with the wife

113
of one’s nephew * It was, again, due to Dhanapala's

m w
 H

 M
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active assistance that Suracarya could safely he trans­
ported beyond the pale of the Malava territoy#. In his 
ambitious zeal to reconcile all the systems of Indian 
Philosophy, Bhoja is recorded to have had recourse to 
dictatorial method when he rounded up various scholars 
of different faiths and confined them in a dungeon from
which there were to be set free only when they arrive

114at a unanimous decision I And the desired unanimity 
did come off, not ?/ith regard to the systems, but about 
how to save one’s life ll And the credit for setting the 
king on the right track by convincing him of the impossi­
bility of such a unanimity and abandoning the method is 
said to have gone to the above-mentioned Stlracarya. If 
we take these traditional anecdotes at their face value, 
we have no ground to disbelieve the incident tnf Bhoja’s 
throwing the Ms. of the TM into the fire-pan.

Another point worth noting — and a unique one in 
the whole, history of the Sanskrit literature — is the 
composition of the Sanskrit prose-romance named the 
Srngaramanjari-katha by Bhoja. it was composed most 
probably after the composition of the. TM by Bhanapala, 
114.PEC. 18.Ill ff. M;}^-

^f-ch <>.\\ ll\s U Cf^tJTTJRT-
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who composed his work probably after Bhoja composed the 

Campu-ramayana. It was composed probably because Dhana­
pala refused to fall in line with the wish of Bhoja to 
have him as a hero of his prose-romance, in the same 
way as Bana obliged his'patron King Harsa, eompred to 
whom Bhoja was definitely a far greater scholar. The 

apologetic tone of Bhoja in the beginning of the SMK with 

regard to describing his own capital city Dhara and re­
sorting to the device of putting his own SssKsitesiag des­
cription as the hero of the story in the mouth of a

115fountain-doll is very remarkable. And, Bhoja, unobliged 
by Dhanapala, had to indulge in this direct literary 
action to get himself immortalized, in view of an impe­

rial patron's then justifiable expectations from the 

jSehh foremost of his court-poets - especially when there 
was such a glorious precedents formed by Bana - and might 

be that none of his other cpurt-poets possessed the 
quality and the talent requ^ite for composing such an 
inimitable work with him as the hero - a work which 
stand a fair comparision with the Harsacarita of Bana. 
Dhanapala was the only poet who could bear the brunt of 

such a responsible and tough commission, as was amply 
115.SMK.P.7:----
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proved by his composition of the TM. In the absence of 
the availability of this poet, Bhoja seems to have been 
constrained to cpmpose a work which might serve as an 
illustration of different types of love (raga) as the

t „Erotic (srftgara) was his most favourite sentiment. And 

this might have been the principal cause behind Bhanaplla'S 
refusal to comply with Bhoja's request to put his name 

in the place og ffieghavahana and that of Dhara in that of 
Ayodhya. This might also have nipped in the bud even a 
possible hope of Bhoja about Bhanapala ever composing 
another work - an "Akhyayika* — to commemorate him. The 
differece of their mutually hostile religious faiths , 
seem to have been a gulf too unbridgeably wide for the

■fc,

imprial order made to the poet,who was a senior in age 

and scholarship and favoured even by his predecessor, 
like Munja and who was too popular with the people to 

be coarsed into composing a work of art to order. A 
sort of an inherent contempt of a Jain poet for a §aivite 

royal,but junior, patron surely precluded.the possibility 
of his ever being dazzled by the king’s personality so 
as to command an instantaneous natural eulogistic inspi­
ration. Otherwise, a poet — Dhanapala _ wk0 a,jmire(i ggma

f6r his Harsacarita which fetched its author boundless
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famex could not have resisted a similar temptation to 

such a fame for himself. It is significant that Dhanapala 
praises Bhoja elaborately for his personal handsomeness 

and valour. As to his scholarship, however, he briefly 
calls him 'acquainted with the entire literature' (nih- 
sesavaftmayavid) and nothing more. Bhoja's craving for 

literary fame must have been whetted by Dhanapala's work, 
which far surpassed the former's Campu-ramayama - indire­

ctly criticized by the latter in the introductory verses 
of the tm - and ultimately resulted in a direct request 
by the emperor to his favourite court-poet, who refused 

to oblige. And taking recourse to the rather justifiable 

grounds in view of his own considerable talents, Bhoja 

seems to have seized the opportunity of incidantally
immortalizing himself and his capital _ _ rather

117with a vengeance, while principally writing a work m
illustrating his main thesis of Raga-srngara in his
' - ' 118SrAgaraprakSsa. This is a unique instance of religious 
difference pf opinion depriving us another historical 
Sanskrit prose-romance - an ’Akhyayika'— which could have
successfully contended with that of Bana's Harsacaritam.

* #
And~Bhoja amply deserved such an honour in view of his
h 116”. TM(H) .'Intro, vs.27.
117.(P.T.O.)
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"brilliant career, profoundly extensive s'cE51arship and
munificient patronage, the qualities, which are beauti-
fully summed up in a verse in the Udayapura prasasti. 5

II. THE POLITICAL SITUATION II SOUTH INDIA
In South India, under pajendra cola (jaftgaikonda 

120(1012-1044 A.D.) the Cola empire reached its zenith, 
comprising besides the v/hole of South India upto the 
Tuftgabhadra, the Maldives, HEfefe parts of what is at pre­
sent Madhya Pradesh, the whole of Andhra, Ceylon, and 
parts of Orissa, Bengal and Bihar. Their navy contro­
lled the bay of Bengal, which became a "Cola lake",and 
won a colonial empire which Emksess embraced Ceylon, 
Nicobar Islands, the Malay peninsula and Sumatra. They 
built magnificent temples and established schools of
Vedic and Sanskritic learning. Under the Colas liters-

*

ture blossomed and art flourished and the South contri­
buted valuable works in the field of philosophy, Dha- 

1 — »rmasSstra, Saivism, dramaturgy, music and dancing.
Drs. R.C.Mazumdar and A.D.Pusalkar further inform 

us 12kat in the tenth century A.D. the castes were 

comparatively fluid and reconversion to Hinduism not 
119.H.Vol.I.pp.233-238 vs,18:«infffcf HUlf *£Trf

121.ibid.pp.xxii ff.
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impossible. But in this age the fundamental values of 
Dharmasastras were readjusted not only to restore con­
tinuity and stability to the social order, but to pro­
vide defensive ramparts in order to present a solid 

front to an aggressive alien culture and religion. The 

dynamie outlook of ledhatithi and Devalasmrti, there­
fore, gave place to a conservative outlook. Sanskrit 
had been placed on a pedestal of scholarship and sanctity, 
assuming a more learned character. Prakrit and Apabhra- 
m&a had receded in the background.

III. THE CONTEMPORARY RELIGIOUS TRENDS
... ' 122The outstanding trend in the religious history

of the period under review is the triumphant revival of 
Brahmanical religion. The muslims were still a merely 

militant force and had hardly come into close or peace­
ful contact with the Hindus, to whom they were not only 
foreign and ,mle.ceha, (unclean and boorish) conquerors, 

but they had deeply wounded their religious susceptibi­
lities by demolition of‘temples and destruction of images 
of gods on a large scale. The Hindus kept themselves 
severely alt. aloof in order to save their purity against 

the unclean aliens.
122.SE.pp.398 ff.
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"The most important feature in the evolution, of Indi- 

123an religion was the growing influence of Tantric Buddh­
ism and Brahmanical religion. Belief in the efficacy of 
the mantra, mandala and other elements of esoteric pra­
ctices as the easiest means for attaining salvation reta­
rded the grovrfch of spiritual ideas. She modt regrettable 
feature was the.degradation in the ideas of decency and 
sexual morality brought about by the religious practices. 
Brahmanical religion showed its catholicity by declaring 
Buddha to be an incarnation of Visnu. Under the patronage 
of the later Calukyas,and the Hoysalas, Jainism maintained 
for long its position in Deccan and South India; but vith

tthe grovring influence of Vaisnavism and Saivism it gradu-' 
ally lost its importance in both these regions. The Hoy­
salas, though converted to Vaisnavism , supported the Jain 
religion, but the Colas and the pandyas were begoted 
Saivas, and are said to have persecuted the Jains.

The growth of big temples, feaiva, Vaisnava and
124Jain, constituted another important feature in the

religious development. Rich endowments made to them by
Icings, merchants and other men of wealth made them not
only important centres of higher education, but also of
123.SE.pp.400 ff.
124.ibid.pp.404 ff.
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missionary activity and spiritual inspiratioi^ESf^^^'

T- ^

Buddhists' monesteries of yore. \4 '■

Both the epigraphic and literary recor ds•. 
to the fact that Buddhism had quite a large numbers of 
followers also in the parts of India other than Bengal 
and Bihar. Nalanda and yikramasllS were great centres 
of Buddhism. To all such Mahaviharas or universities, 
richly endowed with royal grants, flocked learners from 
all quarters of India and Abroad to receive instructions 
at the feet of most profound savants of the day. Another 
vigorous centre of Buddhism was Kashmir from where 
number of missionaries went to Tibet and Central Asia 
to spread the doctrine. Both the Kashmirian schools of
t ‘ —Saivism, viz., Spanda and pratyabhijna that came into
being in the ninth and the tenth centuries A.D., had
been more or less influenced by Buddhism. Saranatha also
was a living centre of Buddhism at this time.

Gujarat was a flourishing centre of Jainism thraugh- 
126out this gEBE period. The Jain influence at the court

of the (^alukyas of Gujarat may be traced from the time
of the very founder of the dynasty. Teachers like Saha-
sraklrti are described as "the sinless teachers whose
125.3E.pp.414 ff.
126.ibid.pp.427 ff.
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lotus-feet were worshipped by eminent kings like Gafigeya,
Bhojadeva and others.'1 Indian craftsnanship of the age ka
,has found its best expression in the most magnificent
Jain temples with their rich delicate carvings, grace
:and beauty which is considered to be unique in the world.
During the reign of Bhlma 1 his minister Vimala of the
Pragvata family completed in 1031 A.D. the famous temple

127of Adinatha at Abu. At the beginning of the eleventh
century A.D. the Western Calukyas and the Hoysals were

128great patrons of Jainism, fe possess numerous records 
from 1000 A.D. onwards of solitary rulers and noblemen, 
in addition to those of the merchant class and others, 
who built temples, installed images, performed wofcship 
and made endowments for perpetual service of divinity and 
piety and who even ended their lives by the renunciation 
of all worldly attachment and observing fasts in strict
adherence to the Jain faith, which had grown in the form

/

of a large number of Sanghas, G-anas, G-acchas, Balls and 
Sakhas.

paramara Bhojadeva was not only a follower, but
also an exponent of Saivism. One of his works, the pattva-
pariksa9 deals with Saivism. The Kaleuris of pricui’i,with
127.JS3I(D).pp.211-214; also SB.p.428.
128.SE.pp.431 ff.
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a few exceptions, were Saivas* So also were the Cande- 
llas of Bundelkhand. The Western. Calukyas of Kalyina 
were of Saiva persuasion. The Eastern Calukyas, the 
Eastern G-angas and the Kakatiyas were Saivas. The Cola 
kings also were great patrons of saivisnu^Sne of the 

important feathers of this age was, therefore, the 
rising rivalry among the Saivas, the Yaisnavas, the 
the Buddhists and the Jains.

IT. THE COITEMPOEARI LITERATURE
The tenth and the eleventh centuries saw a great

surge in literary activity, lost of the known poets in
. 130 « . ■Munja’s court ?/ere Jams. Munja received special 

honour from the Jain Scarya Mahasenasuri, wrote the 
Pradyumnacarita at the instance of one of the feudato­
ries of Sindhuraja. phanapala left Ujjayini for DhSrS 
out of his hatred for Jainism which was responsible 
for the unexpected conversion, of his younger brother 
|>obhana, Y/ho became a Jain monk under the discipleship 
of the Jain preceptor Mahendrasuri. A prince, later on 
known as Subhacandracarya, the author of the Jnanarnava, 
also flourished in Munja's time, famous Jain writer 
Amitagati -wrote his works at this time. The influence 
of Scarya Manatuhga, the author of the well-known hymn,
129.SE.pp.443 ff.
130.SJI.p.153 ff.
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Bhaktamara-stotra, is said to have made Bhoja well- 
-disposed to Jainism.' Dhananjaya wrote his Yisapahara- 
-stotra to save his son from serpent-hite. He also wrote 
the Namamala, the Dvisandhana-kavya and Vaidyaka-nighantu. 
MemicandrScSrya, the author of the Bravya-samgraha and 
Hayanandi, the author of the Sudarsana-carita lived in 
Bhoja’s time. Many aphorisms of the Katantra system of 
Sanskrit Grammar have Been inscribed on the pillars of 
Bhojasala. The Jain scholar Vadivetala gantisuri, the 
author of the Gatyacintamani, defeated Bhoja’s assembly 
of scholars.

It was during this period ^ that Esemesvara, $H§
author of the Sanskrit dramas like Candakausika and

• •

Naisadhananda, flourished at the court of Mahfpala. 
Trivikramabhatta, the protege of the Bastrakuta King 
Indra III, composed his Malacampu and the Madalasa- /
carapu . Yeftkata Madhava,'the Yedic commentator, lived 
at this time in the Cola empire. Some svar astir i (959 
A.2.), the author of the valuable,Yasastilaka-campu 
-wasE a senior contemporary of Dhanapala. Bhattotpala 
commented on the works of Varahamihira and on the 
Brhajjataka j_n ggg A.D. He also ?<rrote an independent 
151.HIS.p.417 ff.
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H treatise on Horasastra. Krsnamisra^ prabodhaeandro-

daya, Lilasuka's Krsnakarnamrta, Ksemendra' s Brhatka-w ^ •• • • •
thamanjarl, Dasavatara, Mrpavali, Kalavilasa, .Aucitya- 

vicaracarca and summaries of the Bamayana and the Maha- 
bharata, are an imposing array in the literary field. 

Padmagupta’s havasahasafikacarita is valuable for the 
history of'ParamSra Sindhuraja. Kuntakars Vakroktijlvita, 

Vijnanesvara1s Mitaksara on the Yajnavalkya-smrti, Abhi- 
navagupta’s commentaries on Bharata* s Ifatyasastra and 
on Inandavardhana1s Dhvanyaloka, Oakrapandita’s comme-

~ . fntaries on the SaAhitas of Garaka and Susrutaand his

Cikitsasamgraha, a work on curative medicine - all these
testify to the literary renaissance of the period.*

V. CONTEMPORARY HTBRARY TRENDS ir.
,The highly cultivated poetry was meant for the

cultured audiance indicating the general.prevalence of

scholastic learning. The rulers encouraged Sanskrit
learning. It was an age of scholastic elaboration and

systematic analysis, of.technical skill and learning,
of commentaries and sub-commentaries, and of manuals 

132and sub-manuals. Practically all branches of literature 
were well represented and their volume was also immense. 

The large number of royal authors and patrons of learning 
132.SE'.p.297. •
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is striking. Bhoja, Yasahpala, Somesvara, Kulasekhara,
Apararka, Ravivarman, Prahladanadeva, Vigraharaja
(VTsaladeva) and Ballalasena figure among the crowned
men-of-letters who composed poetry,drama,poetics, Dha-
rmasSstra etc. Polymaths like Ksemendra and Bhoja were
by no means rare. Encyclopaedic works like the Srngara-

«■* •

'prakasa, Manasollasa, Krtyakalpataru, Caturvargacinta-
_ •

mani and so on testify to a dynamic age rather than 
the one of decadence.

The Jain productions possess practically all the
regular features of the lavyas. They deal with the
usual Kavya topics and -contain the elaborate descriptions
of nature,seasons, battles and erotic sports'P'*

The new literary form, the anthology, originated
shortly after 1001 A.D. They rescue from oblivion many an
unknown author and bring forth unknown ■*beauties" of
well-known authors not found in their extant works,and

154often serve as important landmarks for fixing dates.
A peculiar type of literary composition written in

indifferent prose and verse, styled as'Campu’, became
•- . A.B.popular with author from the tenth century/onwards.

133.3E.p.302.
134.ibid.p.305.
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The Yasastilaka-campu of Somadeva, the Campu-ramayana 

of Bhojadeva and the lala-campu of Irivikramabhatta 

testify to this general trend at exhibiting one's 

poetic- and pnnditic skill both in the field of Sanskrit 

prose as well as verse, polymathy e was an ideal aspi­

red for by every scholar of ability. The composition 

of a lexicon each by Bhoja,' DhanaHjaya, Ealayudha and 

Dhanapala indicates to the literary fashion of the

times. IsSraswarnin's Bhatuvrtti, Kaiyata's Pradxpa on
• * •

the lahabhasya, Haradatta's padamanjari, yardhamana's

Ganaratna-mahodadhi, Saranadeva's Pur glia tavrtti, Bhoja's
• • - • •

Sarasvatikanthabharana, Bsee£ paiva's Daivam and Hall-
• • •

yudha's Kavirahasya - all these works dealing with 

different aspects of Sanskrit Grammar point to the sits 

attempt at popularising Sanskrit by simplifying the 

science of grammar for the enlightenment of the laity.

„ In the field Of Sanskrit poetics the Dhvani 

school was’well established and literary critics 

sought to harmonize the results of the controversies 

their predecessors - like Bhamaha, Dandi, Yarnana, Kun-
_ I — *taka, Rudrata, Rajasekhara and Abhinavagupta. Rajase-

Hai given us a graphic picture of the expected poetic
. 135environment of the times in his Kavya-mlmamsa. The 

135.of.KMR.Oh.X.
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poet enjoyed a highly privileged and enviable status 

in the assemblies and concourses of the cultured 

classes in those days. The gift of composing poetry 
was considered to be the acid test of polish in speech 
and manners. The poets by education and practice were 

not less respected than the poets by nature who were 
equally loved. Genius and talent joined in friendship 

and found a mutual succour in each other.
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