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q...a.4.LXJLB___m.E..V..S.J,
S PCI A-L BATA

LITERARY works are written for the display of 
aufi the poetic skill of the author and hence references 
to bbwobIb social eustoms are scattered and scanty* Be
sides, in a work like the TM which depicts the life of 
semi-divine Beings in parts, and that too with a speci
fic Jainlstic colouring due to the author's attitude as 
a devout Jain, a clear idea of the actual ordinary soci
al life naturally becomes difficult to obtain, and at 
times the social picture tends to be but partially ref
lected* But, at the same time, as has been rightly obser
ved by Dr* K.R.Potdar^ the description even of an imagi

nary society will necessarily be coloured by the descri
ption of the contemporary society, though it requires 
the process of cleaning the train from the husk in order 
to catch at the hidden references to certain facts, leav
ing aside the rhetorical part. It is in this way that, as

2has been pointed out by Dr. B.J.Sandesara, literature is

1. JUB, Vol. XI,pt.H, sept.,1942, p.113.2. sva.,_Vol.I, No.3, May,1964, pp.255-62.
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one of the most important sources for the study of his
tory* linguistic palaeontology throws a good deal of 
light on the social and cultural history for which rea
son also the study of literature is essential*

An attempt is here made to present a fairly faith
ful picture of the social life on the basis of all the 
available evidences - even the minutest one being sought 
to be utilized - from the text of the Til.

I S PEOPLE, THEIR OCCUPATIONS* SOCIAL ENTERTAIN
MENTS ATO PASTIMES ~ ’

(A) RACE MB APPEARANCE -
DhanapSla has scarcely referred to the deta

ils of physical features of his characters, but his refie-
3rence to the fire-pit origin of the Paramara line has

raised a few doubts about their being of Aryan origin*
4The same legend has been repeated by padmagupta and 

by the Udaipur Pra&asti also*** The Harsola Grant (949 

A.D.) proves the close connection between the paramaras 
and the Rastraleujas. The Paramaras were the feudatories

3. TMOD, Intro*, vs.39 abj Wc*i %gTFT* VRHu;. -^Vrft ‘
sro<>'rt i4. NSC, XI,64-72.5. El, Vol. XIX, pp.236ff., vss. 5-6.
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of the Gurjara pratihlras right apt© the time of Slyaka

II. padmagupta, a contemporary of Munja Vakpatiraja II,
writing in his own court calls the patron king a ’Brahma-

6ksatra', descending from a Brahmin who had taken to arms.
Jackson, Bhagavanlal, Hoernle, Bhandarkar and Smith hold
that the Gurjara pratihlras were a foreign tribe and that
they immigrated ti India with the Htujas in circa 450 A.D.
Since they are also said to have originated from the
fire-pit, like the Calukyas, the Cahamanas and the para-
maras, all these four clans must have been of foreign
origin. But Dr. C.Y.Yaidya, shri G.H.Ojha and Krishna-
swami Iyengar have proved the unsustainability of the

7theory of immigration. Shri K.M.Munshi thus concludes
that the Pratihlras, the Cahamanas, the Calukyas and the
paramaras were allied clans which belonged to Hindu
society in a stage when Brahmagas, and Ksatruyas nu

8 «*freely allied with each other in matrimony. Bhanapala
9has mentioned the Gurjaras also.J

fhere are stray references to the golden complexion 
10of Queen Madiravati, shining loveliness of King Megha-

11 12 vahana, pointed nose of Malayasundarf, touch-stone-like

6. GGD, p.19-20.
7. HR, 1,151; HMHI,l,p.83ff.; JLD, Uni.of Cal. X,13.8. GGD, p.19-20..
9. TM(N), p.5(14). x a. t , _
10.,ibid.,11. ibid., p.l4(5):-^^T &
12. ibid., p.l61(3):--5?^TR{TH«cnr —\

i
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13black face of a goldsmith, dark bodily complexion of

14 I?Vidyadhara Muni and of samaraketu.
There are references to the people of other regions

16of India, such as, the Yadavas of Kanel, and women of
17 »various regions known by the names Dravida, Kosala,

Afiga, Kultfta, lagadha, Pancala, vafiga, sindha Saurastra-
ma^dala, Kaliftga, Kanel, ^Kuntala,1^ Kerala, sindha and

20 . ..Lata ; the last three being noted for the beauty of
their cheeks, teeth and side-glances respectively. The
forest tribes of the pragjyotisa region are noticed for

21 -their lack of cultured way of life. The Vidyadharas of
the Vaitadhya mountain have been noted for their bravery

22and expertise in mystic sciences. The Sahara tribe* is
said to be the progeny of Lord Siva in his role of Kirata*^

There are references to the tribes called Bhilla, NShala,
- ' 24 -Mleccha, jalamanusa and the frontier people having single 

leg, horse-like mouth, camel-like neck and profuse hair.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20. 21. 
22.23.
24.

TM(H)
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid
ibid25. ibid

p.2(20) : — <+> <rM <. "• -4
p.24(6ff.) -ffrtr^r*r frr^%rr-p.l00(17ff 
p.267(1): 
p.261(9)» 
pp.266-267* 
f.202(20). 
p.203(12ff.) 
p.201(4ff•):
p.239(21>:-^wc«^ ® ^ '
PP*199(21)j 201(21)? 208(16)r 210(12ff.).N 

. p.202(4ff.): -r
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(B) CLASSES MD CASTES

Dr. D.C.Ganguly informs us that the population
of Malwa mainly consisted of the Brahmanas, Kgatriyas,
Kayasthas, Vaisyas, Sudras and Tailikas.^ Dhanapala
clearly refers to the four Varyas and Asramas.2^ There is
no specific reference to the superiority of the Brahmins,
irrespective of their learning or the lack of it. But
they certainly enjoyed a high position from which they
expected respect from the royalty and conferred their

28Blessing when they duly got it. They lived in a well- 
defined colony of their own. * The term ’Dvijati’ signi
fied the first three classes, viz., Brahmins, Ksatriyas 

» 30and Vaisyas. Many Brahmins lived on alms and this seems
to have contributed to lowering their respectable position

31 iin the society, especially the Jains, though the Saivite 
royalty seem to have respected the ’Vipra* class to which 
Dhanapala belonged and on which the Paramara kings confe
rred due honours. The &rotriyas were always engaged in

26. HPD, p.239.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.

TM(N), p.12(22); 13(21). . 
ibid., p.U6( 13ff? ) s

ibid., p.ll(6)s ?
ibid ., p . 348 (19 ) • - Y^vrofrLsT
TM(H)» p.44(9):^ ^ sfttsJiTihiixx p.23423#x £T

■\ ?xjix£8£&ffx$x
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muttering of the Mantras and preservation of their res
pective Vedic tradition by their adherence to sacrifi-

32cial performances and they abstained from drinking and
meat-eating.^*5 It is significant that though the Vidya-
dhara Muni vas supposed to be a Jain monk, Dhanapala has

34 -mentioned the sacred thread in his case* The vaikhana-
35 - 36sas were certainly Brahmins; so also were the Tapasas*

Dhanapala definitely speaks as a Jain when he slyly
37refers to the exceeding cruelty of the Brahmins* To this

day the office of the religious priest (purodhas) and the
38temple-priest (devalaka) has been held by the Brahmins 

some of whom gradually took to Jainism* The same situa
tion might have obtained in the days of Dhanapala also, 
though he has not specifically mentioned it. But the 
function of a 'Pauranika* was not necessarily that of
the Brahmins, as the same could be performed by Jain 

39nuns ; but then the word rpurana' would signify not the

33. ibid*, p.15(13_):.;r|^trr^W ;68(6ff,):

31.33. ibid.,p.51(3ff•). v .
34. ibid*., p*24(5ff.)j-*-3OTWff^f?t^5iT —
35* ibid., p.358(8ff.);
36* ibid., p.202(lff.).37. ibid* ; li. ^
3g! ibid!; p1331( 10ff3):

s^JTcvT
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Brahmanic Puranas but the Jain ones instead, such as the
Mahapurana of Jinasena, the padmapurapa of Ravisena and
others; There is no definite evidence to think that the
ministers and the officer in charge of religion (Dharma- 

anddhyaksa)»/the cook (Supakara) were necessarily Brahmins.
In the opinion of M.M.Gaurishankar 0jha, the Brahmin
class had not broken up into sub-castes till the tenth
century, though Al-Beruni has taken note of the commen-

40cement of this process#
As has been noted above, the then rulers of the

paramara dynasty of Malwa were a mixed class of Brahma-
ksatra. But Dhanapala seems to have avoided any refere-

social
nee to this# They established/r elations with various 
ruling dynasties of India by intermarriages. The Ksatriya
class is referred to as •Rajaloka* in general# M.M. Gau-

4l • . .....rishankar Gjha observes that the position of this class
was alsoeonsidered high in view of the political power 
they possessed# Mostly it was from this class that the 
positions of king, commander-in-chief and soldiers came, 
though Rudraditya , the minister of lunja seems to have 
been a Modh Brahmin and Kulaeandra, the commander-in- 
-chief of Bhoja*s army seems to have been a Jain Bania#
4ori57TJppIioa^ioir41. MBS,.p.42.
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These classes weire getting mixed up due to the influence
of jainism and inter-class marriages. Due to the lack: of
land for cultivation and due to the influence of jainism
which looked to it with disfavour, many Brahmins and
Ksatriyas took to other professions.

There is no specific mention of the Vai&yas as a
class, hut the caste named *Vanik* is mentioned. They
were generally tradesmen, and naturally rich and cowa-

42rdly, carrying on their business both by land and by 
43sea. Accidental inter-caste love-marriages were not

rare, but they were not considered with approval by the
caste-men. Thus, Taraka was rather ashamed and § he did
not go to live with his Vanik relatives after his marri-

44age with the daughter of a sailor. The money-lenders m
were known by the name *|hakkura*, who were wellknown
for their obstinacy in confiscating the belongings of
villagers in the process of realizing the loans passed 

45on their manes,

42, TM(N)» p. 117( 12):; 67(8) ;
43, ibid., p. 117(5127(10) ,n44. ibid,, p,l^9(12)iFriP^S^*r..

fiTtfcT^f^rT -5^ 1OTF3FT4"M»T
-3W f5*rat-s-#sr k’s#

45. ibid., p.ll7(18ff.)
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The Caranas or Bandins, according to Dr* K.R.Potdar,
. 46were a progeny of a Ksatriya* father and a sSdri mother.

The Kayasthas, again a caste of persons horn of a Ksatriya
i nfather and a SSdrS mother, were generally clerks of the 

courts/8

Some of the class-nomenclatures originated from the
religious sect to which the people adhered* Among these,
Dhanapala has mentioned, the vaisnava, Bauddha,Svetambara, 

49and Raudra.
Many other classes got their names from the occupa

tions of the people, such as Adhorana,^0Lusaka,^^Klrata^2 
Kalada, -^Ganika^ Ravika,^Sr Kaivarta or Dhlvara,^s tha-
patya?6G5thaka,57 Hartaka,58 Ganaka,59 Kuiala,60SvSganikaf1 
. - 62Supakara, and so on.

Some other class-names came from the plaee of their
residence, such as Grameyaka,6^ Hagaraka,6^ Ballava,6'*

66 67Vanecara, Atavikavargga, ' and so on.

46. JGB, Vol.XI, Pt.II, Sept.1942,p.115.
47. SED(MW), p.274 a., ___ v_48. TM(H), p.246(19)s \
49. ihid., p,12(14); 15(13); 4(14); 10(21).
50. ihid.,,p.116(2-5). 59. ihid.,p.76(22).
5J* ihid., p.gf$i$a 119(16)./60. ihid.,p.l45(21). 
52. ihid., p.85(l). 61. ihid.,p.200(17).
53* ihid., p.2(20). 62. ihid.,p.373(12).
5J. ihid,, p.245(18ff.) 65. ihid.,p,118(9ff.).
55. ihid., p.i26(19-20);283/ 64. ihid.,p.283(12). 
5t>* ihid., p.l5(l). / (9)./65. ihid.,p.118(6).
57. ihid., p.18(14). 66. ihid.,p.200(18),.
58. ihid., p.18(16). 67. ihid.,p.200(19).
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<C) Qff.gPEmQ.IS,:"
inspite of the general prevalence of the four 

main classes and stages of life (var^asrama), the occu
pations of the people were varied ones and there do not 
appear to have been any strict regulations as regards a 
caste restricting itself to a particular occupation.
The growing influence of Jainism, Buddhism, Vaigsnavism 
and &aivism, and consequent decline of Brahmanism, en
gendered a mixture of classes, castes and occupations, 
as everybody was encouraged to profess these faiths due 
to growing rivalry among them. Moreover, a large variety 
of occupations had come into existence with the progress 
of culture.

Dhanapala has mentioned the following among® them, 
viz,, Goldsmith,68 gaxtssan courtezan,6^ sailor,*^8 
Architect,1 public-reciter, Dancer,Actor,'^Alchemist
and Metallurgist,^ palmist,*^6 Magician,^® cook, ^Lutanis?^

80 81 82 - 83Servant, Astrologer, Armed-servant, Foot-soldier,

98. p.85(l): • 76. ibid
69. ibid., p.245(18ff.) si^ppt. /77. ibid70. ibid *, p. 12 6 (19 j - 78.. ibid
71. ibid.,p.15(1) ..w^, 79. ibid
72. ibid.,p. 18(14) 80. ibid
73. ibid.,p.18(16) 81. ibid
74. ibid.,p.22(7), 82. ibid75. ibid.,p.22(9ff.) *1^^ — /83. ibid

• ,p.64(12)
*, p. 65 ( 3ff.) .
.,p.69(11) FrS tffr ,
.,p.70(15)
.,p.70(16)
,p.76(22) •

•,p.83(ll) RuT >

• ,p.84(5) Wf?r.



407

84 85 «6 8? 88 Drummer, Archer# Clerk,0 Labourer, potter, Servant-
on go - 91 g2-maid,3 Horse-keeper, Elephant-trainer, Artisan;

93 -94 95.Spittoon-bearer, Harlot, woman-reciter, and so on.
Thus, all types of professions - some intelligent, some
artistic, some deceitful and bbk others skillful - seem
to have been prevalent in the society of the days.

Many other professions were connected with the
service of the royal family and the government. Among

96them, those noticed by our poet are : Staff-bearer,
97 98 gg IqqBody-guard, Spy, Time-keeper, fater-feteher, Mess-

10ft 101 102 ..10$ , 10Sofficer, Postman, Peon, Door-keeper, Harem-maid,
and etc..

106 _ 107The peculiar usages like *Lasikajana*, ’Jnati',
i0^5 t 09 — i 110’Sevaka-vara', •Ganaka-nivaha*, y and 'lahamatra-vargga,

might lend to the probable prevalence of well-formed 
groups or associations of those professionals.

84.TM(N),p.85(9) 
85.ibid.,p.87(5) ‘
86.ibid.,p.246(19) 
87.ibid.,p.l24(12) 
88.ibid.,p.l45(21) HTST- 89 .ibid. ,p.l70(4)-^#- 
90.ibid.,p.81(l).^rd^. ^ 91.ibid.,p. 184(23)
92. ibid., p.,.196( 3 )
93.ibid. ,p.233(15) •
94.ibid. ,p.29(19) ^
95#ibid.,p.322(9)
96.ibid.,p.14(22) .
97.ibid.,p.15(2)

98.ibid.,p.15(6) T5^h-,
99*ibid.,p.84(l)

100.ibid.»p.69(9)
101.ibid. ,p.69(12)
102.ibid.,p.H0(16) .
103 *ibid., p .116 (5) iV+ttw ,
104 * ibid., p • 162 (15 )
105 • ibid., p. 301 (4 ) ."mvtv,
106.ibid.,p.61(12). 
107.ibid.,p.62(18).
108.ibid.,p.70(16). 
109.ibid.,p.76(22). 
110.ibid.,p.184(23).
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(B) SOCIAL PASTIMES :-
The chief pastimes of the people consisted of

strolling in pleasure gardens » picnics* dancing* anisic*
painting, literature, riding, hunting, swimming, gambling,
ball-game, drinking and prostitution#

Strolling leisurely in the pleasure gardens was
the common pastime of the members of royal families as
well as of people in general# private gardens were raised
in the royal palaees and harems to this end# Many publie
parks were also built on the outskirts of the cities.Thus
we have a reference to the public park named ’Mattakokila* 

«. Illoutside Ayodhya. The public garden of KaneI has also 
112been mentioned# At times even the Jain temples had a

park surrounding them# Thus Priyaftgusundari built her
115Jain temple in a garden named Manorama# The temples of

-114 - •Gupid both at Ayodhya and at Kahci were situated in the 
above-mentioned public parks where people used to gather

lieboth on common days and on festive occasions# prince 
HarivShana went to the Mattakokila garden with his fri- 
ends and attendants to entertain himself# At the

111# TM(I),p . 105(15 ) ^112. ibid#,p.322(19ff.)*:R%^:113. ibid. ,p.408(4-7).114. ibid.,p.108(18).
115. ibid.,p.298(6-8)^14 \ *iW»;sf^rdir
116. ibid.,pp. 105-111. 1
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Rathanupuraeakravala city hft passed his time in the harem-
-garden of Tilakamanjari^117Love-making and passing love-
-letters’^was very convenient in public parks due to the

free atmosphere they provided*
picnic was an akin pastime and it was accompanied by

swinging, adornment, flower-picking, and gambling.1^

Dancing seems to have been very popular, especially
on festive occasions* On the occasion of the birth of
Prince Harivahana at Ayodhya, the womwn-folk of the city
danced, in the palace premises, along with the inmates of 

-120royal harem* couitizans and parasites danced in public
at the royal palace on the occasion of the birth of pri-

121 —ncess Malayasundarl at KaneI. King vicitravirya spe
cially got the princesses kidnapped and gathered them from 
all parts of India in order to arrange a dancing programme
on the occasion of the Holy-Bath Ceremony of Lord lahavlra

- 122 ' at Mount Ratnakuta in the Southern Ocean* Members of

117. p.369(10-ll).
118, ibid*, pp*108-110..
119, ibid., pp*352(23)-353(92« .
120, ibid., p.76(20)- trrsrrf v< t121. ibid,, p.263(16ff.)^^tv4n t
122. ibid., p.268( 11-16)--jvfu vfn

r^nT: {
"VT% -^n-ST ‘HSiqcv-

tr-ren^ :dV^5 vfftipJT\?\Vxr< v> <r \
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royal famolies were expected to be adept in the theorati-
eal as well as the practical aspect of dancing and other
arts."^ References to professional dancers are also sca-

124ttered in the fM* Outstanding dancers were duly honoured 
125officially* popular dances called ’Rasa* are also men

tioned and courtezans seem to have had well-organized
1groups for such performances during the festivals*

Dramatic performances were closely connected with 
dancing as is evident from the references to the theatre,
stage, actor, performance proper and treatise on dramatur-

127gy*
Musical concerts and study groups seem to have been 

another common pastime. Though the chief patrons of this 
art were the royal families, the principal participants 
were generally the cultured citizens both professional 
as well as amateur. The words ’Gandharva* and ’Gathaka* 
refer to professional musicians. Along with practical

123. TM(H),p.l 18( 16-17)_
124. ibid., p.l8(16)-; 61( 12 4 - -
125. ibid.^ p *327( 11-12).

. - \ ^ \ \ _ \ r,
126. ibid., p.323(15)I
127. ibid., p.22(7); 57(12-17); 208(21); 370(19)

\ ... . ..
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performances there used to he tbeoratioal discussions
128relating to the technical topics like musical notes,etc*. 

Hot discussions were not uncommon among musicians, dancers 
and actors,though ultimately they were expected to
result in all-round entertainment of the participants 130 

131Painting was a favourite pastime of young people,
who happened to fall in love at the sight of portraits of
beautiful girls, as was the case with Prince HarivShana
who spent days together in looking at the portrait of 

132filakamanjarx. filakamanjarx*s mother patralekha reso
rted to the means of showing the portraits of various 
princes in order to spot out a suitable predestined match 
for her daughter.1^ Dhanapala has put a critical appre

ciation of a painting in the mouth of Prince HarivShana.
public discussions of literary pieces and of arti

stic and scientific treatises was also a common source of
intellectual entertainment of the elite. Literary groups

- 134gathered for recital, of Subhasitas, narration of intere-
» 135 136sting stories from puranas and Itihasa, cracking of jokes,

128. TM(I), p.41(2) - -- >
sfiri'sitriM ^; — * p«372(17)--^Jc'^^'

129. ibid'*,p.372(7^8)--
130. ibid., f*184(4-5)
131. ibid., p.164(19)
132. ibid., pp.166-177. / 133. ibid., p.170.
134. ibid., p.278(21).135. ibid., p. 172(10)-^u^thT: - - - ; 107(20-21)f^r- 

-proff{T^vr\4?A?- - •<
136. ibid., p. 172(11)-
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recitation and appreciation of poetic pieces of various
types such as enigmas, riddles, puzzling questions and
answers, Satprajnaka-gathas, verses of missing quarters

137or syllables or Anusvaras, and for debates abounding in
138the exhibition of the power of variegated speech, and so 

on.
One of the pastimes of kings, princes and warrior

class was riding. After granting the boon, the goddess
Sri sets King leghavahana free from the restraints of the
penance-vows and asks him to enjoy, at his hearts content,

139riding a horse, chariot, elephant, etc., which were the 
common animals or vehicals for transport. During the festi
vals people used to ride mock horses, elephants, etc., 
fattened to horizontal merry-go-roundsi40

With it was connected the pastime of hunting. Dhanapala, 
being a devout Jain, was not much in favour of hunting, 
though he himself seems to have accompanied King Bhoja 
on such expeditions quite a few times prior to his conver
sion to Jainism. Even then he could not avoid sending

137# TM(N)» p. 108(4-8) ^ejy -- -
— irycRisiranj- —I

138. ibid., p.15 5(7-8)iisnH^!
139. ibid.,
140. ibid., p.323(14)-I
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Harivahana on a bunting expedition during the latter's
stay at bis camp at Lauhitya l The princes,accompanying
him, are said to have been very much fond of hunting.
Harivahana has been made, by Dhanapala, to spare the wild
beasts, though he has allowed them to be teased in various
ways, such as, by painting, garlanding, tying *cSmaras'
to their ears, banners to their horns, bells to their necks,
bundles of grass to their tails and thus making them run

14.2to and fro out of fear or embaraasment. At times prince 
Harivahana tamed the wild beasts by his power of the music 
of the lute*1^ ,

Swimming and water-sport have been mentioned in conne
ction with personal love-sport of King Bieghavahana with 

144his queens. But that does hot mean that the pastime was 
confined to royalty only, since there were so many rivers 
and lakes and every temple had its own tank at which,even 
as at present, old and young, rich and poor, all and 
sundry did enjoy swimming and water-sports, especially on 
festive occasions

141. fM(I), p.l83(2ff.) - fwarsfeftf:
em.T*r4r;—1 ' c*

142. ibid.', p.l83(8-16).
143. ibid., p.l83(5-6); pp.185-186.
144. ibid., p. 17(15)
145. ibid., p.323(16) —

<f> - - -1



414

Ball-game has been mentioned just once only with 
reference to Tilakamanjarl.^^It seems to have Been diffe

rent from an akin type of dance called 1Kanduka-nrtya• in 

which also skillful manuuvering with the hall in the course 

of dancing is the chief peculiarity, as has been described 
in detail by Dandin in his Dasakumaracaritam.3^

Gambling was a widely popular pastime, professional

gamblers seem to have used an eight-housed board for the 
148purpose. use of other type of board consisting of qua

druple flaps with dice-houses in threes and fours also
149seem to have been common. Other accessaries such as

- 150a couple of dice are also mentioned. Dhanapala has no

thing to say against this pastime, since his heroes have 

been made to freely play at it. Thus, King Meghavahana

indulged in it and was at times defeated in it at the hands 
151of his queens. After finishing his bath and daily wor

ship, Harivahana passed his time in playing at dice with
mm 1^0

Mrgahkakekha for some time. Hot only that, the people 

were fond of this game to such an extent that young boys

146. TM(H), p.365(6) -
147. DKC(GP), pp.207-211*=.
148. TM(H), p.87(17) -€3" \<5Tm4 - - -1
149. ibid., p.l67(18) GTWVrf—!
150. ibid., p.246(23) - s
151. ibid., p.l8(3) -i152. ibid., p*370(2ff.) *j»£<sr
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carved out the designs of various types of dice-boards for
153

the purpose on the window floors of even the Jain temples!
Another popular pastime was drinking, perhaps accom

panied by prostitution. Regular* bars for drinking existed
and people used to go there for chatting and drinking their

154fill from the pails. private drinking parties were arran-
155ged in the gardens under trees and in creeper-bowers.

King Meghavahana enjoyed drinking from jewelled pails in
156the company of his queens, old wine was considered the

157best one and was used in drinking-festivals. Bnt Brah
mins seem to have abstained from drinking and they disliked

158emen the talk of it. Though there cannot possibly be 
a specific mention of meat-eating in a work of a devout 
jain poet like Dhanapala, one can easily infer the preva
lence of it as an ingredient* of this pastime from its in
variable concommittance with wine and woman. And Dhanapala

f&drtoT153. TI(N), p.219(7ff.:,Jf|T<4f^rc1TaT3M' -:-t -

154. ibid., p.211(21ff.) **^4^4*^*-
-*r_ - -l ——-—-——• j 245(19) MT^iPWt- 

dT?u tc -" i N155. ibid., p.41(4)-^i^i-l
156. IJji^,., p.l8(6ff.) -
157. ibid., p.61(12) - - -
158. ibid., p.51(3-4)-

\ -

^*\u| cu*v>\jh\*u r<m • —s . f|»TR4
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has referred to, though in connection with the forset tri
bes like Sabaras, cooking of the carcases of animals.1-^ 

And the paramaras were no strict vegiterians •
Prostitution seems to have been an organized profe- • 

ssion and quite a pastime* There is a clear mention of a
class called *Bhujaftga‘, which might indicate the ‘keepers 

160 -of prostitutes*; they frequented the temples of Love-god, 
Siva and Bhavani. x There seem to be minute professional 
distinctions in the institution of prostitution, some of 
its members confining their profession to running the bars, 
singing and dancing only* They had an important place in 
the royal harems and eourts*

One of the favourite pastimes of lovers, over and 
above the normal one of despatching love-letters, consisted 
of observing each other from the window of the topmost

n gochamber of their adjoining mansions.
Another pastime, mentioned twice, was the one of 

smoking after the lunch. It was practised both by King

159. T1UO, p.200(3)- nvnavvft ^rirfV-. - — ;
p.203(18) - I

160. ACHtill, 183 — N
161. TM^H),.p.8(11)'TSor ^<rr -m

162. ibid.,pp.109-110; 368-369.
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163 164fey !&bs Meghavahana and by Prince Harivahana. The
same practice was, prevalent in the days of Ba$a also.16^

Dr. Vasudev Sharan Agrawal has explored the carakasaAhita
(V,20,25), the Kuttinlmatam and the Nagaras arvasvam for
details of the manufacture of the cigarettes of those times
and has shown that they were prepared from many heajth-
giving fragrant spices, such as sandal, camphor, pepper 

166and etc., and hot from tobacco as at present.
Chilren, especially daughters, used to play with

wooden dolls, balls, and entertained themselves with mock
T67marriages of puppets. '

II s SOCIAL INTERCOURSE. ETIQUETTE ETC. :-
(A) FAMILY ILP1 :-... '

The affectionate relationship between the husband
and wife as depicted in the eases of King leghavShana and

168Queen ladiravatx, of King Kusuma&ekhara and Queen Gan-
dharvadatta,^^of Harivahana and Tilakamanjarl,1^°and of 
_ , .171Taraka and priyadarsana would adduce to the existence of

163. TM),p.69(20-21)-^^ -< --'
164. ibid..,p.178(3-4) --
165. Kad.,p.35s-
166. KESA,p• 32. ^ ^ \ _rj,„ o- &. ,167. TM(I),p.l68(10)--M!^Tr^^f^3%^^-M;fn^:
168. ibid.,p.3U(5ff.)'W
169. ibid. ,p.263(1-2) - srtfWM47L!
170. ibid.,p.428t171. ibid.,p.129(6-10).
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ajhappy household in the days of Dhanapala. Though the 
husband naturally dominated the whole household, a glimpse 
of tender care and consideration he showed to his wife 
has been amply afforded* Among the factors which conduced 
to the happy married life of Taraka and Priyadarsana, 
Dhanapala has listed a few, such as profuse love, beauty 
of the wife, wit and sense of humour, good conversational 
ability, absence of assertiveness as a husband, short
livedness of temper and proneness to reconciliation, un
called for appreciation and reward, resourcefulness in 
the physical aspect of enjoyments, fidelity to one*s wife, 
and,at times, indifference to domestic routines*^2 In
exhaustible facilities like gardens, tanks, streams, lite
rary and artistic assemblies and gambling coupled with 
lust for living, enjoying and procreating contributed to 
a great extent in engendering such a happy relationship, 
injwhich both husband and wife were equals.

Husband wa's not supposed to unilaterally engage in 
penance entailing cessation of enjoyments, without the

172. TM(N),p. 129(6-11) - (hm<iOC f^^hr^rT^cTSTr
fSrf^r

JPHHX ^’Rd V<4 ^HUfTTFM
cr rq'Sft oTq^-cT^i 

^*Hbrr4 =g^-c.2nm^pn<nf -r 
I
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consent of his wife, The apology tendered by the Vidya-

dhara Muni to ladiravati on behalf of her husband is an
instance in point.-^Conversely, during the period when

the husband - or even a would-be husband at that - was

abroad, the wife forsook all of her ornaments, except 
pair of
a/bracelets as a mark of auspicious memory of her being a 

174married wife. Hot only that, she also undertook various

difficult and painful vows and penances expected to help
175her get united with her husband soon. Thus, Malayasun-

dari led atough life of an ascetie girl, putting on bark

garments, serving the pilgrims with fruits and vegetables,

sustaining herself on wild grains, sleeping on a slab of

stone and spending her time in muttering holy formula or
176inw worshipping Lord Jina. ' The husband would also at

times put on some ornament dear to, and connected with

the sweet memory of, his wife during the period of sepa- 
177ration. And on return from abroad, or after long sepa

ration, the husband would adorn his wife with his own

173. TM(H),p.31( 15-3.9) ^

m' - - \
174. ibid.,^.33O(20-21X^-g--ti5$n^x^f^:^Ksb~^T‘#<OT

mn ‘TrTTsth . -j
175. ibid.,p.296(14-15) ip Pth-qT

176. ibid.,p.345(7-19). ^ v r *
177. ibid.,p.43(17)-4^---\

(ggid by Jvalanaprabha about the Gandratapa necklace
of his beloved PriyaAgusundarl.),



420

hands, fully compensating her for the pangs she had suffe- 
red during the period of separation. 1 The husband genera
lly addressed his wife in the second person singular out 
of affection? so did the wife her husband; but in the pre- 
senceafi of others they addressed each other in the third 
person as a mark of courtesy.

Naturally such a happy married $ life could not be 
deemed complete sr iha until it did not culminate in the 
birth of a child. Thus, inspite of all the happiness of 
the world, there was still one great cause of unhappiness
in the life of King Meghavahana and Queen Madiravatf,viz.,

179the lack of a child. A male child was invariably yearned 
for.^88 Relatives of the king would urge the ministers to 

search for a new princely bride predicted to be unfailing
ly capable of bearing a son.**-8* it sis not improbable if 

similar things did happen in the case of ordinary citizens

178. TM(N),p.73(14-15)

179. ibid.,p.28(1-8)- csv°1r^r W

180. ibid.,p.20-21.
181. ibid.,p.64(11-13) 3*f4rtAC4'TT n STS\*r?frfrwU <n\
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also. The birth of a daughter was a matter of unhappiness,
182more so if the couple had no male child at all.

Children were very much cared for, Dhanapala has 
given a beautiful picture each of the way in.® which 
Prince Harivahana and Princess MalayasundarX were looked 
after during their childhood in their respective father* s 
palace s«^^

(B) EDUCATION OF BOYS AID &IRLS :- .
The young prince played with other children of

184royalty till the age of five years, 'In the sixth year,
185he was entrusted, with due ceremony, to the care of

carefully selected teaehers in a school specially built
2.36in the palaee premises. Due care was taken to gather 

best available teachers for the education of the prince, 
Dhanapalah has suggested the existence of similar schools 
for the children of common people, as is clear from a 
reference to naughty or dull students,18^ The qualifica

tions expected from the teaehers were: proper study at

182.TKD,p.262(9-10)----
r*C3fT »iiT \

185. ibid.,p.78(12-21)*, pp.263-264. A v N
184. ibid.,p.78(19-21) v-sf rti
185. ibid.,p.79(3ff•)•
186. ibid.,p.78(23)---,187. ibid. ,p,76(16-18)..." ^TS?T( rrj\ or( q\ 1



422

Gurukula, knowledge of the essence of all the branches of

learning, purity in speech and discussions, birth in res-
188

pectable cultured family, natural indisposition to vices.

The prince used to study there till the age of sixteen

and got good grounding in all the branches of various arts 
189and sciences. Teachers were highly respected both by the 

king and the princely stydents. DhanapSla has referred to 

the etiquette of saluting the teacher before closing the 

books.

loung girls, it seems did not go to schools, but 

got their instruction in fine arts like music, dancing, 

painting and etc., along with the training in the domestic 

tasks, from their mothers. Dr. A.S.Altekar is doubtful 

whether the average woman was receiving any education 
after about the sixth or the seventh century .^1 Royal 

families might be employing special teachers for training 

up their daughters, and even wives, in various arts and 

sciences deemed necessary to be learned by them in view

188. TM(N) ,p.79( 1-2)-jfHiVwVcufiViiWh-
fz^- Hi HATM in? Sf-ll o-fiY-ff nffr °

189. ibid., p, 79( 8-9 )
4frWV ,4-. ; 79(19-20)
-4~ riv^T \

190. ibid. ,p»62(12)-- r'l^^-nT'Tl'itsq^roT ^fjvSThT'^ .f

191. EAI,p.223«
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of their future prospects and responsibilities as queens. 
But Dhanapalfaas mentioned but once the dance-teacher

A

(Nartakopadhyaya) and that too in connection with the des
cription of the love-sports of King Meghavahana 192

(C) FREEDOM TO TOPIS GIRLS :-
On attaining youth, the girls were allowed to 

move freely in company of cultured female companions,*95 

and enjoy swimming in ponds, roaming on sea-shores, play
ing with birds and tame animals in gardens, and singing 

194songs. palling in love was deemed natural on the part
of young girls and, on the contrary, the parents would
worry if their girls did not seem to be interested in

185males on attaining puberty, ^though it could not have
been rare so far as the Jain society was concerned, we
do have faint glimpses of young girls taking to asceticism

196and references probably to old Jain nuns in the TM.
Various techniques were employed to attract the attention 
of a young girl to boys in order to find out a suitable

192. fl(N),p.18(16). n193. ibid.,p.168(15-16)--^-^^ -r
^___ \ » p*264( 15-16

194. ibid.,p. 168( 18ff.). . ^ ^
195. ibid.,p.l69(15ff.>

p.258(13-14).^
196. ibid.,p.258(4)- cTTkAt-

------| -

-m -

? p.331(llff.)
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match. Among these Bhanapala has mentioned the roll of

the portraits and recitals of biographical ballads by 
197women-reciters. some girls did fall in love and resorted

to various means, such as sending love-letters or passing

some token like a garland expressing their love Bad bb
198without waiting for the consent of their parents. A

youthful girl was normally expected to respond to the
199legitimate advances of a proper match. Marriage was

generally fixed up with due consent of the parents, who,
at times, did not care to ascertain the likes or dislikes

200of their daughters; invariably so in the cases of marri
ages fixed up under political compulsions, as the king 

had to answer to the welfare of his subjects at the cost 
of his daughter's marital happiness.

But in such caees of imposed marriages the girls 

could express their protest against the helplessness and 

fens parents in various ways, such as, by dismissing with 
insult the maid-servant who brought the bad news, by

197. TM(N),p*170(7ff•); 322(6-12).
198. ibid.,p.109(13-14); 289(1-3).^
199* ibid.,p.287(21-22*1^^' 3^'

l'
200. ibid. ,p*299(13-14) - -r f?; <#rs(^r 4>£,4t ;
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exchanging hot words with the father, by setting aside
normal womanly propriety and execrating the ministers in

the presence of feudatories in open court-hall as they
were servants, hy approaching relatives for succour, or,

201aei if all these failed, simply by committing suicide,

(D) YOUTHFUL RELATIONSHIP
When favourably disposed, the maidens expressed A 

their favour by offering •Timbula* with their own hands, 
as ajmark of etiquette and response. Deliberate physi

cal touch of a limb by a youthful unmarried maiden was
203also interpreted as an expression of love. But aaifa 

catching hold, by a youhg man, of the right hand of an 

unmarried youthful girl, even accidently, was interpre
ted by her as tantamount to marriage, especially when

204she was well-disposed to him. Polygamy was common at
least with royalty. Thus King Meghavahana of Ayodhya,
King Kusumasekhara of KSncI and prince Haivahana were 

205polygamous.

201. TM(I),p.298(18ff.).
202. ibid.,p.362(23ff.) frj cj - - -^T -izf -h dtii' Pm r —

203. ibid. ,p.253(4-5) v nftVtTT ^ ^ ^
204. ibid.',p.128(11-14) ,3T^^

5T-<^rtfV ' -ws'crfJrcK'O' st c-q^r l
205. ibid.,p.20(12)- -..... • ; 262(11) «s?~

___- » 427(14-15)-
... I
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(E) STATUS OP MARRIED WOMAN
_ , , , _ . . POfiSince marriage was a sacred thing, observing

another's married wife with an ulterior motive was not
207considered good manners, and talking too much with an

unacquainted married woman was likely to impair the repu-
208tation of a gentleman. Even then there did exist social 

black sheep in those times who, being powerful or mili

tary men, did at times kidnap young girls, and even marri
ed women, out of unabashed s&aal infatuation,20^though

210the king himself did not indulge insuch outrages.

CP) obedient children mb affectionate parents s- 

The relation between the father and the son app
ears to have been not much different from what normally 
obtains even today in an average Hindu family. The son 

was as a rule expected to obey his father am even in such
matters as choosing of friends, who were carefully sele-

211cted by his father. This did not in any way curtail the

206. T1(N),p*425(14)—- i
207. ibid.,p.274(2)-- srfgWsi|
208* ibid. ,p.258(2-1%). spjfrfw «ps <^<TMwflrqr.-- --i °
209. ibid.,p.235(20).-

-"I , r» __A ,
210. ibid.,p. 13(16-17)-- --
211. ibid.,p.321(18-19) -

-tt|T3T%?r =nr?*nr l j 80(2-5)
-- -'-I; 102(12-13) ^ ^'^5'-/RRT c1^r

I» 103(2-3) &WwVsfq~ ^r^iFpffn" ^
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212general freedom of "behaviour of the grown up sons.

Children usually respected their parents and transgression
of their orders was considered as "bad as committing an
aet of sacrilege.But that did not reduce the relation
to the level of "being formal. Glimpses of filial affection
are provided by DhanapSla in leghavahana*s willing reti-

- 214rement and handing over the reigns of power to Harivahana,
_ 215 in Vicitravirya*s search for his long-lost daughter,

in Kusumasekhara’s loving care for his daughter Malaya- 
sundarl after her attempt at suicide, and in the insta
nce of grown up Malayasundarl eating from the same dish of 

217 •her mother.
(G) MAINERS AND CUSTOMS :-

With the gradual development of society, the 
constituents evolve certain norms of good behaviour which 
are proportionate to the degree of cultural growth. The 
Indian society of Dhanapala* s days was a highly developed 
one and had formulated and preserved through a long histS- 
ry of so many centuries. It will be interesting to list

212. TM(N),p.l81(7**10) ^H1 ^reftdi '3TT<5>i “it 4^*1 37

&xrfS^nTrv-- mm
213. ibid.,p.300(6-8)-^4' *gsr-. <£rcq#fr $«?T-ttitajjijw <*' rtw^r ‘C-cfciPLi ff -
214. ibid.^426(20-23). / 215. ibid.1*270-273.
216. ibid.,pp.328-329.217. ibid.,p.301(12) - *r&rnrarW*?tr 3jprr

^Wvr3r-.| ,
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here some miscellaneous conventions of social behaviour

over and above those noticed in the preceding section.
218A stranger was addressed by a lady as 'Brother1• 

there were various modes of greeting people in accordance 

with the status of the greeter and the greeted. The normal 

mode of greeting between equals, both male and females, 

was to join theii palms and raise them in that condition

against the face or above the head 219 Elders embraced 
220,the young ones and seated them on their lap. Embracing

was also common among friendly males, as in the case of
_ 221 

Harivahana and Samaraketu, or the latter and Gandharvaka.

In all such cases the friend of inferior social pr poli

tical status would salute with folded hands while the 

superiorly placed friend would embrace him in reply.

It was expected of an inferiorly placed friend to show 

humility and of the superiorly placed one to show equality, 

Thus, Samaraketu preferred to bow down again and again
222

to Harivahana, who, however, responded by embracing him.

218. TM(I),p. 163(4) cpr??T -^s-
fPMT a TC— J -^"'1

219. ibid.,p.283(l)::5<5^rWj - • } 286(11)-5^^^t-
JsjtTr ■js^-uA rtf—; _ 223( 6f f.) - - fSrrPn |

220. ibid.,p.101(10-11).
221. ibid.,p.230(11-12); 223(6ff.).
222. ibid.,p.231(10-12)-3-^rjc\“-h~ fsi^TT

IS rh - - - WJvrf&^ST \ OrrOWrttT'
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Similarly, Gandharvaka insisted upon saluting to, and

massaging the feet of, Sammaraketu while the latter embra-
225ced him and withdrew his feet again and again#

In special circumstances, in the absence of any

other means, the maid servant would greet a dignitary
224by simply hugging him at his neck# But high-placed women 

would not prefer even to speak directly even to most res

pectable Munis, asiift unless they had themselves some
thing to ask. Thus, MadirSvatl did not reply to the Muni, 

but simply passed a quick glahce to the king and stood 
speechless looking to the ground; she would communicate 

only through the king or a friend. Similar was the case mi 
with Tilakamahjarl with regard to even Harivahana. such

bashfulness was a mark of noble behaviour on the part of 
225such ladies#

Brahmins and other respected persons, coming to
meet occasionally were greeted with salutation and were 

226offered fambula, with camphor; this was considered a mark

223. TM(N ),p.223( 5)- ^apsrfmr.: ;swns*wuci_ !
—T cT r»r

224# ibid.,p.316(16-20) 'sr^v^gf^- -r ,
, «r gw--

4^ ’ c\3f(%;ftT£HTl^5 $!?[_ H
225. ibid.,P.32(17-20).
226. ibid.,p.65(15-16); also cf. S1D(1W),p.443a where

Monier .Williams explains ’Tambula* as the pungent and aromatic betel leax chewed wit|r the areca-nut and
catechu and aasBifeMHg sometimes caustic lime and spi
ces as carminative and antacid tonic.
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of courtesy on the part of a superiorly placed person and
227was deemed sufficient hy them. similar courtesy was shown

_ . _ 228 to human Harivahana hy divine Tilakamanjarl.
Nobility consisted in concealing one’s excellences.

And a good friend was supposed to he as inseparable as a
sword even at night. He was not to he deserted even if
one could not afford in view of had financial condition.
He was to he rewarded in affluence, fhough, an equal, his
qualities were to he brought into prominence more than
one’s own. One was to he partial to him in matters of
disputes. On acquisition, wealth was to he shared with him.
His shortcomings were never to he exposed even during the
moments of jests in public. In secret parleys he was to he
confided to, and was to he reconciled to first in friendly
quarrels. During festive occasions he was to he the first
to he attended to* Credit was to he given to him when

229tasks were accomplished,
At the arrival of a saintly guest, the royal host 

would walk a few steps in his direction®, serve him with 
•Argha*, salute him and offer him best possible seat.Thus

227. TJI(N) ,p.65(15-16> ^n^d-^rKf: 5^5^-
—\ ,

228. ibid.,p.363(6).229. ibid.,p.102(17-23).
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King Meghavahana offered a golden seat to the vidyadhara
Muni and Queen laiiravatl** swept it with the skirt of her

2*n _own upper garment. similarly, on the arrival of Hariva-
hana at Vaitadhya, ffialayasundarl received him in much the 

231same manner. it was good manners not to sit on the same
seat, or on an equally raised one, with a respected person.
that is why King Meghavahana preferred to sit on the floor

- 232in front of the vidyadhara Muni, similarly larivahana was 
made to sit on a couch "by Mrgaftkalekha, while she herself 
sat on a stool nearby for a long time, offered him profuse

p'T'2flowers and Tambula. 'so also was it a mark of humbleness
on the part of ladies to sit still in front of such i dig- 

234nitaries.
It was a matter of shame if the host accepted a gift

from the guest even though the former might be in finan- 
235cial straits;

Special guests were to be honoured with a special 
banquet. Thus Tilakamanjarl gave a dinner in honour of

230. TM(N),p.25(20ff.)-
^~:-5vfT5T -JTytT

231. ibid7,p.256(20ff.)---
i

232* ibid^,p.26(2)-->
233. ibid.',p.368(2ff• ). . .
234. ibid. ,p.31(12) - t"' _
235. ibid.,p.44(llff •) -

5cT i
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Harivahana who was a special guest of hers at the city 
of Rathanupuracakravala.2^After entering into the dinn- 

ing-hall (Bho j ana-bhavana-mandapa) feet and face were 
washed and the mouth was rinsed preparatory to eating

p“57 *proper. Water was, then sipped from the palm(upasprsya)
which was then dried, along with the mouth, with a skirt
of the upper garment. For eating one used to sit on a
special seat (Asana) which Dhanaplla has mentioned in thes
case of King Meghavahana hut has forgotten it in the case
of Prince Harivahana, though it is indirectly suggested?^

At the end of the meal, one washed the hands and smoked
a scented cigar for a long time. The hands were again
rinsed with sandal-paste mixed with camphor and finally
one took Tambula. After that one would pass some time in £
the company of friends and scholars in the literary and

239intellectual discussions.
When a lost person was rediscovered, he was specially 

received, was fed with extraordinary respect, his body

236. TM(H)»p.374(3-15). „257. ibid.,p.69(3-5) - - - • j374( 7f f . ) - JPm f*\ fSM far tff 53T3' £ir?W^ * rivPi '•••!
238. ibid.,p.69(14) --- .. ?c^.374(16)-3,:^ii^;!:f-

PW'.'-- where the iha reference to1^^' implies that there was another on which the
prince sat and mate.239..ibid.,p.70? 374(16-17).
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was annotated with fragrant sandal-paste, his head was
adorned with floral wreaths, and silken clothes and jewels
were presented to him, as was the case with Gandharvaka
who suddenly arose from the lap of prince Harivahana.2^0

Bribery seems to have peevailed in some form as is
evident from a remark of lahodara, who, as an attendant
of goddess Sri, adduced to the fact that the subordinates
pleased the attendants of a dignitary in order to have
an approach to him so that they can show their devotion 

,241to him* Dhanapala has also referred to the bribe (lanca) 
extracted by the staff-bearers (Lakutika) from the villa-

Good news always fetched rewards to the bringer.
Thus Samaraketu presented all his ornaments to the messes- 
ger named Harsa who brought the news about Haivahana’s

• A ■

letter at a moment when he had lost all hopes about his
243survival and was desperately ready for suicide. It was

240.241.
,-U AiAyitt'JM'n.iwvnt'M C ' r ^ » r- ^

-H, hir^TTHT&c\ ( qjT '■ I
242. ibid.,,p. 119(11-12)-cfacefc,n -

tviT\~ ~ ~ '■ ' " ^ « also 
cf.ACH,III,401, where Hemacandra explains in his own 
Vrtti. the,-word * lanca*. as '\y>Wrt yi~^§tri >\ (s* n~ ^rvp^Mr 1243. Ti(N),p.195(20-21)/ : *

TM( H)»p.377( 12-14 ) -------- --------- -------------------- —-----
ibid.,p«49(10-15)C . -^r t»5 viifwi'«W At • >i^m m <vl
___JS1 -—C_ e>--. , j-jiNsr » .cot sxcfk r£a~<fuT \
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customary on the part of servants to exract »pur$apatra' 
and snatch away the uppergarment of the masters after 
giving them happy news*

It was goodness to treat the servants and labourers
with special favours while full work was extracted from 

245them* Bards were to he rewarded generously and beggars
.246should not return empty-handed*

It was considered improper for a physician to accept
245fee from a patient whom he was not in a position to cure*

Consoling a grieved person by bringing to his notice
the transcient nature of the worldly things was but an

24?act of humanity.
Women used to beat their heads, beeasts and bellys,

probably as a custom also, while weeping on sprrowful 
299occasions* fhere is a reference also to the tragic

- 250mourning songs by the Caracas*
A certain proneness to eommit suicide in various ways 

such as immolation, hanging, drowning, falling from a

244. TM(lD,p.76<3-7)s 231(8-9)*
245. ibid. ,p.140(17-19)-

°*\ <3T5FfIjRi * cfvrwg “Wu'JiVh fir ^
— I

246. ibid.,p.66(19-20)-■
f: ... I ^ ^247. ibid, ,p.44(8-9) -

5WRr^r(ir'248* ibid.,p.41(23ff.). N ^ ^ c ~249* ibid.,p,193(4ff....^
..... • 309(12-13) "

t
250. ibid.,p*193(5)-
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precipice of a mountain and taking in poison, is noticeable
among young people, during their moments of dejection and

251consequent desperation*
lormal conduct was differentiated from formal beha

viour. But with skillful courtesans formal behaviour be-
252came as natural as normal conduct.

m : CEREMONIALS AND FESTIVALS :-
With a keen observant eye, Bhanapala has por

trayed beautiful living pictures of various household, 
social and religious ceremonies and festivals,giving 
minute details. An account of all such festivals referred 
to by the poet would afford a highly rich source-material 
for a sociological study of the times.

(1) IATRAMANGALA. or SETTING OUT 01 AH EIPEDI* 

TION
Dhanapala has described in detail the ceremony 

that samaraketu underwent before he set out for the naval 
expedition against the restive feudatories ruling the is
lands near the suvela mountain.

Before one stepped into the special assembly-hall,

251. TM(N),p,191(19ff.)l 306(13-15)? 292(2 & 6)? 397(13ff.);
398.(1-5)? 335(1-2). ............

252. ibid.,p.l0(4)-- -\
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preparatory to starting for the expedition, auspicious mo
ment was carefully fixed by astrologers who utilized a cone

253and observed its shadow for the purpose. Adhering to this
fixed auspicious moment was most essential and the astrolo-

254gers tried to dissuade if one negleeted this aspect which 
was deemed instrumental in attaining success of the mission, 
while the failure of considering this aspect might adverse
ly affect the prospects of victory, as in the case of sama- 
raketu’s night-attack.2-^

On that day the prince took bath in the morning, offe
red special worship to the favourite deity, honoured the 
Brahmins by distributing clothes etc., to them and then 
he stepped into the assembly-hall at the proper auspicious 
moment, white colour being considered auspicious, the silk 
garments of the prince were white, and the floral crest of 
his head was also made of white flowers. The body was anno- 
inted all over with sandal-paste. In the neck he wore a 
single-stringed necklace of big spotless pearls.2^6

The assembly-hall was also adorned with hanging gar
lands of sandal leaves. The ground was sprinkled with

253. TI(I),p.ll4(23ff.)-
. r,- I r

254. ibid.,p.95(18-19)-
255. ibid.,p.95(14-21).
256. ibid.,p.114(22ff.).
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scented water in order to avoid dust. Beautifully dressdd 
courtesans moved in and out. And an alert door-keeper kept 
the ill-mannered out-door servants out.2^

On entering the assembly-hall, the prince was made 
to sit, with his face to the east, on a priceless golden 

seat, placed on aA duly purified raised jewel-studded 
platform. The courtesans approached him with golden dishes 
containing curds, flowers, Durva-sprouts and uncooked rice 
and performed the opportune rite called ’Yatrama&gala*, 

After saluting the water-filled silver pitcher, which was 

closed at the mouth with the green leaves of Alstonia 
Seholaris (Saptacehada) and placed in front of him, the 

prince went on foot upto the outermost gate of the outer
most apartment followed hy the family priest and a group 
of leading Brahmins who loudly recited verses of auspici

ous blessings. Thence he rode a specially adorned elephant. 

In his left hand was a bow variegated in the middle by 
designs inlaid with gold, and on both of his shoulders were 
tied fast two quivers full of arrows, ‘Camaras* were being 
fanned to him. Bards loudly repeated the word *Jaya‘(vic
tory). At the flourish of * Vij ayamangala* trumpets and

257. Tl(H),p.115(5-8).
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drums, the elephants and the infantry started marching 
out of the pr&cincts of the royal palace. The progress 
of the procession could he inferred from that of the 
white royal parasol with its golden pole, variegated de
signs and suspending pearl-strings. It was surrounded hy 
the emblems of other kings hearing the designs og elephant,
hoar, Sarabha, lion, crocodile, fish and so oh,258

salutations hy the
Groups of Brahmins, pleased with the/prinoe, showerdd 

on him the blessings of success in the expedition. Citizens 
saluted him with folded hands. Old women threw rice grains 
wishing him the successful accomplishment of his underta
king. Young city women looked at him with affectionate

259eyes. Thus did he pass through the city*
In the case of naval expedition, when the prince 

proceeded further outside the city limits, crossed the 
villages and reached the sea-shore, the camp was pitched 
there, and he halted there for a couple of days during 
which the flftet of war-ships was being fully provided 
with provisions. When everything was ready, one day, in 
the evening, he invited all the Brahmins of his assembly.

258. TM(H),pp.115-116.
259. ibid.,p.116(13-16);
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With the trupets blowing, and the courtesans singing the 
songs in praise of the greatness of the ocean, and the 
family priest sipping water from his palm and holding aus
picious golden pitcher in which curds, Durva sprouts and 
rice grains were put, the prince performed elaborate wor
ship of the ocean with the offerings of food, oblations,
unguents, floral wreaths, silk garments and pearl orna-

atments with utmost devotion. Late at night ,,/the signal of 
marching notes of trumpets and drums, he went out of the 
royal apartment in his camp, rode a female elephant and 
reached the shore with his retinue of soldiers at the 
auspicious moment and bade the citizens and elders to re
turn after showing them proper respect, when the royal 
vessel was brought to the jetty, he stopped on to the 
landing-pier and, supported by the sailor-chief at hand, 
he boarded it, Then all the accompanying princes and sold
iers boarded their respective ships. At the signal of the 
Marching-conch (Prayana-mangala-sankha), all sorts of 
musical instruments of the military band were played, 
bards uttered *Victory-blessings* and Brahmins recited 
verses of good omens scattering.flowers and rice grains.

PgAAnd the fleet started sailing.

260. TM(N),pp.130-132
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In emergency when it was impossible to perform all 
the ceremonies mentioned above, as was the case with prin
ce samaraketji who wanted to slip away alone and unnoticed 
by his soldiers in search of prince Harivahana, one would 
just make up one’s mind, get up early in the morning, fix 
up the auspicious moment oneself, put on clean silk gar
ments and crest of fresh flowers, offer special worship 
to the' image of one’s family deity, apply to the fore
head the sandal paste left after worshipping the deity, 
honour the sword by scattering Durva-sprouts, and just 
set out. A coincidental throbbing of the right hand or 
blowing of the night-conch or neighing of horses would
suffice to fortify the person as to the success of his 

261mission.
(2) AVAT ARAHAKA-MAHGALA s-

The ceremony called * Avataranaka-maftgala’ was
performed,by the courtezans, to King leghavahana, when he
returned to his palace after successfully completing his
propitiation of. the goddess §rx, It was again performed

263
to him by the courtezans in the harem of Queen Madiravatl. 
The same ceremony was performed to Prince HarifiivShana

2^21 ibid!! ^ju 65(14-15) r-* ar (%•.
^ •■k<M \ lg'V»s»cl_V- Hi ----- 1

263. ibid.,p,72(17)--
JfcuvfTW'^j |
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when, as the Vidyldhara Emperor of the northern range of
the Vaitadhya mountain, fie entered the capital city of
Gaganavallabha. There it was performed by the wives of

264- -prominent Vidyadhara citizens# ijhanapala has given a 
few details about the material used and the procedure 
followed at this ceremony# Thus, the material seems to 
have consisted of flowers, garland, Burva-sprouts, rice 
grains, curds and an auspicious flame burning in a tiny

265receptacle made of cooked flour placed in a golden dish#
One was made to sit at that time of the ceremony and the 
procedure called 'ArStrika*, i*e. waving of the lamp around 
one*s face, was a part thereof

Prom the very nature of it, the ceremony seems to 
be calculated to serve as an antedote to the bad effect of 
evil eye whiwh might affect the welfare of a person whose 
extraordinary attractiveness on ceremonious occasions tho
roughly exposes him to such an eventuality*According to
Tantric ritualism, it is the four ‘wicked-mothers*(Dusta-matrfi&s)

264. TM(N),p.237(1).
265. ibid*,p.72(7-8)-

^ fere ^ — \

266. ibid.,p.72(16) — -......... j 161(7*'
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or a type of loginls, named CarakI, vidarx, putana, and

pSparaksasI, whose powerfully fatal evil eye one- has to

guard against* They are pacified hy the offering's of a
267

lamp, oblations of food and a jar full of water. .Even to

day, the material used for the purpose consists of panea- 
mrta, Burva grass, Kuftkuma, Samidh and Aksatas* all of 

them packed in two earthern howls and tied hy a red string. 

This ’Samputa* is then waved five times clockwise and anti
clockwise over the head of the person to whom the ceremony 

is to he performed, keeping the skirt of the upper garment 

between the pack and the head of the person* The pack is 

then put on the ground. The person then steps over it and 

breaks it with his left foot and then enters the house* 

DhanapSla has not given all these details. But this ceremony 

still prevails and can he witnessed even today as a part 

of the Hindu marriage ceremony in Gujarat, Rajasthan and 

Madhyapradesh.

(3) ggSTIVITIBS OH THE RECEPTION OF KIM AFTER 

SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A TASK :~
After his successful completion of the propitiation

267. This ceremony i is also included in the 'Rajopaoara- 
pxJj5* of the goddess &r£. Vide BBNKS,p.217 :
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of the goddess sri, when King leghavahana returned to the 
palace, a "big festival was spontaneously celebrated by 
the inmates of the palace as well as by the citizens of 
Ayodhya. The ceremony at the palace consisted of several 
elaborate procedures.

The procedures at the palace were as follows:
(i) saints were honoured and eiders were treated with 
special respect; (ii) special worship-service of the family 
deity was ordered; (iii) the treasure-deities, like cinta- 
mani and others, were propitiated; (iv) propitiatory obla
tions of food were offered to the deities; (v) alms were 
distributed to the poor and destitute; (vi) family priests 
sprinkled, from golden jars, peace-water (iShtyudaka) with 
green Ku&a blades all over the place; (vii) the ceremony 
of 'pancaml-sraddha* was performed; (viii) duly honoured 
learned Brhhmins gathered in groups in the courtyard of 
the palace and loudly recited the holy formulae and shower
ed blessings of a progeny on the king; and (ix) milch 
cows accompanied by calves were distributed to the learned 
Brahmins.

The revelry all around was such that even the parrots 
in the cages began muttering auspicious verses in the

268. TM(K),p.63(19)-64(5)»
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manner of the panegyrics and uttered blessings; even the
children interfered in the quarrels of petty maid-servants
and pacified them? well-dressed and clean servants were
seen conspicuously moving everywhere? and the atmosphere
was permeated with enthusiasm, activity, faith, humility
and religious ceremonies.269

One of the ceremonies on this occasion was a royal
trip to the temples of the city in the morning. The king
rode a female-elephant and went in procession. Behind the
king ftn the back of the elephant was the betel-box-bearer
who waved the ’Camaras*♦ The order in the procession was 

-270' -as follows. In the front ran the staff-bearer with his 
golden staff raised in his hand, and directed the proce
ssion by the scheduled pathjthen followed the marching 
columns of infantry; behind them came dancing servants, 
some of them bearing golden pitchers full of scented water, 
milk, ghee and curds, some holding baskets containing vari
ous types of floral wreaths wrapped in moist cloth, others 
carrying jewelled utensils full of sandal, saffron, black 
fragrant Aloe (Ky§3jaguru) and camphor, and still others

269. TM(I),p.65(7-12);
270. ibid.,p.65(21ff.).
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carrying on their shoulders the hales of many types of 
clothes; behind the king followed armed bodyguards and the 
onlookers.

In the course of this trip round the city, the 
king went also to the residences® of respected saints to 
see them, talked to the elderly citizens who saluted him 
with folded hands, listened to the Brahmins who presented 
their demands with the offerings of garlands of white 
flowers, ordained repairs of the dilapidated and damaged 
temples after duly honouring the sculptors, inspected the 
charitable inns and issued orders to the officers to pro
vide food, water, beds and medicine to paupers and beggars, 
directed the gardeners to look after the bunyan, fig and 
other trees planted on the banks of the tanks built by
him,and dispensed profuse charity to the groups of pane-

271gyrics and penniless people,
fhe citizens celebrated the occasion with spotanei- 

ty. Every house was decorated with flags of various colours, 
scented water was sprinkled in the courtyards and flowers 
were strewn everywhere. Thousands of people were fed in

271. T1(I),p.66(8-10)- ^ GW JuRfrcTTr^-.

236(16ff.) -
...... i
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272golden dishes in the courtyard of the royal palace.
In the evening, city womem adorned themselves with beau
tiful clothes and costly ornaments and gathered in the 
royal courtyard where the ministers and prominent citi
zens entertained themselves with literary discussions

273and musical concerts.
She following were some of the interesting aspe

cts of such festivalss (i) special tax-relief was deela- 
274 - - -red; (ii) dull students were given holiday and,out of

joy, they gathered at public places and loudly recited
275

the introductory verses of various treatises lj and 
(ili) the head priest screened the Brahmins from the top 
of the main gate as they entered the royal courtyard for

v 276lunch.
(4) OAITRQTSAVA OB THE PESflYAL OP OUPID s-

The festival of the Love-god is variously
called 'Yatrotsava ,277 278Caitrotsava*, and ’Caitriyatram
272. fl(N),p.69(10-11).
273. ibid., p. 70(12-18).;,
274. ibid.,p.67(l) —
275. ibid.,p.67(11-12)-
276. ibid.,p.68(6)--
277. ib i d *, p. 10® (14f f * ) •
278. ibid.,p.302(4). ..
279. ibid.,p.322(22).
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It was videly prevalent both in the south as well as the
north India, as it is said to have been celebrated both
at Ayodhya as well as at Kancl. The day on which this
festival was held has been given as the thirteenth day

PROof the bright half of the month of Caitra.
Both at Ayodhya and Kanel, it seems to have been

281chiefly sponsored by the parasites and prostitutes, 
though it was not strictly confined to them only, as all 
the women of the city put on their best dresses and orna
ments and gathered at the temple of Cupid in a public
park of the city to offer their worship to the deity,

282and to witness the festivities* Ladies of the royal
283family also joined them with their attendant maids*

Young men also went there to enjoy the sight, as in the 
case of Manjiraka and samaraketu.28^The god was worshipped 

for warding off obstacles and fulfilment of one*s wish 
(of course, in the path of love or marriage),28'* flha

280* TM(H),p*108(14ff*) -Tf^w-u-cr c^<h
^Trrzrdr --------- \ $ p.298(6-7)^r

siz-mowcfo 3v*r i
281. ibid.,p*108(15ff*)--

' 3r«fcfcf- ar^Tr^yarC---l ,
282. ibid. ,p.298(7-8)~:sf>£t^r =i*rc~
283. ibid.,p.301(2-4)*
284. ibid. ,p.:108(14-18) r pp.322-323.
285. ibid. ,p.298(9-10)
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The temple was surrounded by trees like Tilaka,
Campaka, Asoka, punnaga, lagakesara, and others* A red 
banner marked with the figures of crocodile emroidered 
on it fluttered on its top* In the adytum of the temple 
oil lamps all around illumined the image of the Love- 
-god, flanked on both sides with those of Rati and Prlti*

it

It was annointed with sandal paste all over from top to 
toe. Moist wreaths covered all the limbs of the image.
The sanctum was adorned with arches of suger-cane stalks 
and pending garlands of flowers and leaves of Asoka tree. 
Filaments of Ketaka flowers were fashioned into GSmaras 
for the god. offerings of flowers, of various vegetables 
like pumpkin, Tundlraka, cucumber, Yartaka, of fruits 
like orange, wood-apple, citron, of sweets like penika,
Asokavarti, Kha^damodaka etc,, were lying in front of

" . 286 the image.
287There is a reference also to a private image 

of god Pradyumna, i.e. Cupid, in the harem-garden of 
King Kusumasekhara of Kancf. it was stationed on the 
platform under the RaktSsoka tree, and was duly bathed a 
and adorned with ornaments and bright red upper garment. 
It was to this image that Malayasundarl offered her

286. TM(I),pp.303-305.
287. ibid.,pp.300-301,
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obeisance by means of flowers, incense, aromatic powder 
and wine.

It was customary on such occasions to distribute 
gold in charity to learned Brahmins, servants were bes
towed costly clothes, ornaments, flowers, fambUla and
unguents. Friends were also presented with befitting
- .. r a288clothes, etc.,

Among the popular entertainments at the festival,
289Dhanapalham has mentioned : (i) merry-go-rounds with mock

horses, elephants,etc., on which people had pleasure-ride
(ii) Rasa-maadali, i.e,, public-dance by troupes of court
ezans; and (iii) water-sports by parasites and harlots

in the tank of the temple.
(5) SMG-AMOTSAVA OR BEIROIHAL
Dhanapala has briefly referred to the ceremony of

the Sangamotsava of Tilakamanjari to Harivahana by her fa
290ther, the Vidyadhara King Cakrasena. This seems to be

the betrothal ceremony since the marriage proper came
291several days after that.

288. !I(I),p.501(5-8).289. ibid.,p.323(14-17).
290. ibid.,p.424(18-22).291. ibid.,p.425.
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For this ceremony the royal father of the "bride, 
the ministers, other princes and wealthy citizens deputed 
on their "behalf witty delegates to perform the annointing 
and bathing ceremony of the would-be- son-in-law* Hariva- 
hana was thus honoured by them with presents of silk gar
ments, aromatic unguents, flowers and Tambula.

(6) MARRIAGE s-
As has been mentioned in a preceding section, marri

age was usually arranged by the parents. In cases where 
there was the slightest difference of status between the 
bride and the bridegroom, the relatives seem to have oppo
sed it,2^2as was the ease probably due to the inequality 

of status between human Samaraketu and Semi-diviae Mala- 
yasundarl. Hence, the festivities were chiefly the concern 
of the relatives.

Dhanapala has not given minute details about the
marriage ceremony proper, though a few strange customs are
referred to in passing. Thus, there does not seem to have
been any astrological objection to fixing two marriages

293at the same auspicious moment, though the resolve is not 
actually carried out.

292. cf. TM(H&,p.422(14)-
293. ibid,,p..423( 14-15)- • gipSTTST (FT cOrMf (f<\ (VfifT H H
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After betrothal, the bridegroom kept in touch with 
the bride’s father by enquiring about the latter* health 
etc., In due course, the bride’s father sent a word expre
ssing his eagerness to see the betrothed, who would then

&8S294start from his place for the bride’s one. The proce
ssion of the princely bridegroom consisted of a few tru-

295sted soldiers only. The bride’s father came forward,
%received him and took him to his own palace where the bride-

groombathed and took his lunch. In the evening when the
bridegroom would express his wish to take leave, the
bride’s father would request him to prolong his stay for
a few days. Thus, Harivahana, at such a moment, accepted

„ „ 296
the request out of his love for Tilakamanjjaril on an 
auspicious day the horoscopes of the bride and the bride
groom were compared and in consultation with the whole 
community, messengers were sent to invite the friendly 
kings. The city pavilion was profuselyjdecorated; relatives, 

friends and servants were treated with sumptuous dinner;
and, with fall sacred eeremony of marriage, the bride was

297given away to the bridegroom.

294. TM(N),p.425(1-2).
295. ibid.,ps - ~~t
296. ibid.,p.425(8-9).
297. ibid,,p.425(10-14).
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In another place the poet has casually alluded to
298the 'Vedibandha’ in the 1Vivaha-mandapa*, to the deeora-

the ceremony of holding the right hand of the "bride by

After the marriage the royal son-in-law stayed at 
the place of his father-in-law for a few days during 
which he enjoyed the hospitality extended by the bride’s 
relatives in a .variety of ways, and in turn gave bounties 
to all and sundry without making any distinction between 
related and unrelated, desirous and undesirous, qualified 
and unqualified, unmindful of the quantity or amount expe 
nded in the process.501

A few details of the procession of the bridegroom
302returning with his bride are also given. The bride was 

lavishly adorned and was seated in the forefront on the 
elephant. The body of the bridegroom was annointed with 
sandal-paste mixed with camphor. The head of the elephant 
was paintdd red with red chalk (gairika) mixed with oil.
A white parasol was held oner the heads of the couple.

the bridegroom.300

299. ibid.,p.371(23)
300. ibid.,p.l75(16*rl7)-«^'^r - cv
301. ibid.,p.425(15-19).
302. ibid.,pp.425-426..

298. TM(N)»p*175(16).
(°H ir\c(f2n rt I ■J, -CTr ' 1
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Camaras were waved on their either sides. Groups of CSra- 
nas sang meaningful marriage songs. And, in front of the 
rotal elephant, the soldiers marched.

In rare cases, when the parents of a girl refused 
to give their consent to her to marry to her chosen be
loved young man, she would pass a secret message and fix
up a secret marriage. In such circumstances, the presence

303of a couple of friends and fire would suffice, though
even that was mot needed in the case of a Gandharva type
of marriage, for which the internal psycho-physical fire
of passion of the couple was deemed qilite adequate for 

304the ceremony, as in the case of Taraka•s marriage with
Priyadarsanl. But normally, honourable young men, like
Samaraketu, were sufficiently patient to wait till the
proper consent of the parents was obtained and due sacred

305ceremony was performed, though young girls like Malaya-
sundarl. would, in absence of any other means at hand,
just throw a garland into the neck of the youth and take

306herself thenceforward to be as good as his married wife.

303. TM(I),pp.109-110. , p
304. ibid.,p.129(3-6)—4"

305. ibid.,pp.325-326.
306. ibid.,p.289(1-3).
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(7) CQSH1ATI0H of MARRIAGE (RTUSAN GAMANA AND 
SARBHlDHAIA) s*

As Dr* P.I.Prabhu puts it, the ’garbhadhana’ or
the *foitus-laying ceremony’ is performed at the comsumma-

tion of marriage and the mating of husband and wife as
identified with the foetus-laying ceremony suggests that
mating is conceived as a part of the obligations of the

307married eouple towards the family and the community.
This spirit if fully reflected by Dhanaplla, though it 

cannot be strictly said that he has described this very 
ceremony, as the union between leghavahana and Madiravatl, 

as referred to by the poet, was not the very first one m 
after their marriage. However, it was definitely as good 
as that due the intervening period of long separation 

during which they lived thoroughly to themselves and obse

rved the vows and penances, while the king on his part 
propitiated the goddess §rt. This ceremony may be called

•Rtusafigamana* which is regarded by some as distinct from
_ . 308 the one called 'Garbhadhana* proper.

The details of this ceremony, as described with
309

utmost decorum by the poet, consisted of adorning of the

307. HS0,pp.223-224. ~~ *.....................*
308. Hist. Dh. Vol.IL* pt.l,p,195.
309. TI(N),p.73(1-18).
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wife by the husband with his own hand and sleeping with 3h
her. The conception proper seems to have taken place a 

510few days later. But, in Dhanapala’s days, these ceremo
nies seem to have survived in their natural procedure di
vested of almost all the rituals woven around them, or it 
may be that Dhanapala* s Jainistie outlook precluded the 
possibility of describing the Brahmanical ritual, if at 
all it then prevailed.

(8) PUMSAVAHA OR 0BREM01IBS CALCULATED TO HELP A 
WOMAH CONCEIVE A MALI CHILD :

This ceremony known as the ’Pumsavana samskara' 
or the ’Male-making Rite’ is performed during the third 
month of the wife's prgnancy. It is intended to propiti
ate the deities which are supposed to govern the sex of

311the foetus, so that thereby a male issue be bora.
But Dhanapala has not adopted this rite in its 

original form and in consonance with with the scriptual 
prescriptions. He has, however, presented it in its popu
lar natural form and in keeping with the psychology of 

the queens and the relatives of the king consequent to 
his lack of a male issue, while giving a picture of the

310. TM(N),p.74(19~20)--
311. HQS,p.223.
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activities at the royal palace of King leghavahana, Dha- 
napala has drawn quite a vivid and realistic picture of 
the ways and means adopted "by the relatives of the king x 
and by his queens and other inmates of the royal harem 
in their anxiety to explore the expedients for securing 
a male issue for the king.

312
Here is a brief account of them alls

(i) Urged by the relatives of the king, some astrolo
gers calculated the horoscope;

(ii) Others put forth the questions, the answers to 
which involved counting of fingers beginning with the 
thumb (aftgusthakadi-prasna);

(4ii) Still othe astrologers resorted to the mystic 
procedure regarding the ’Karna-pi&Scika*, a goblin suppo
sed to whisper in the ear of her devotee the answer to 
his query;

(iv) And some predicted about the princesses fully 
guaranteed to bear a male child.

(v) The courtiers and other people directed the Brah
mins to worship , on behalf of them, particular deities 
famed in the PurSnic stories to have granted the boon of 
a male child to childless kings in the past.

312. Tl(N),pp.64-65.
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(vi) The ladies of the harem took to medicines guaran
teed "by trustworthy persons?

(vii) avoided wearing ornaments studded with even spo
tless diamonds ?

(viii) dispatched, with deep faith, auspicious fruits, 
free from faults like crooked shape and etc., to Brahmins?

(ix) showed to knowledgeable friends the portion of 
the side of the left palm just below the root of the thumb?

(x) asked innocent children t© choose between the two^ 
spread out fingers each of which represented a male and a 
female issue respectively?

(xi) tied (to the left hand) charmed amulets prepared 
by mystic magicians utilizing various herbs acquired thro
ugh a long tradition? and

(xii) engaged in auspicious bathing ceremony calculated 
to help easy conception as instructed by the nuns who cer
tified about the effectiveness of such ceremonies.

((9) BIRTH OP A CHILD
Though the birth of a male-child was a matter of
313 314

great joy, while that of a female-child was one of sorrow,
the festival of child birth was celebrated in both the
cases and there does not seem to have been much difference
between the two in this respect.

313. TM(m,p.76.
314. ibid.,p.262(9-11).
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When a male-child was horn to a king, the harem-maids 
rushed to him td give good tidings and claim gifts of the 
occasion, fhe overjoyed citizens loudly out the auspicious 
•Jaya-jaya* exlamations and every house celebrated the 
occassion with music, dance and isura drawing of auspici
ous designs in front of the doors. Schools declared holi
day and deputed, to the palace, dull students with big 
pitchers in their hands to confer public blessings.Women
of the eity went to the royal harem and joined the dancing 

315inmates there.
With their eyes fixed on the hollow-stalk (NadikS)

duly put in a bbb& caldron full of water to note down
the exact time of child-birth, the astrologers sat quite
ready and alert and immediately, after the birth, prepared
the horoscope, counted the aspects of various planetary
positions, discussed their implications and predicted the
prospects of the child’s future career.

After dispersal of the people and servants who came
to congratulate him, the king took bath and, at an auspi-

316cious moment, went to the lying-in chamber of the queen.
A brief picture of the lying-in chamber, as drawn

315. Tl(I),p.76(3-20).
316. ibid.,pp.76-77.
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"by Dhanapala in this context^1 Ogives many details of the 

occasion* The chamber was guarded on all sides hy armed 
soldiers; A pair of auspicious pitchers (maftgala-kalasa- 
yugala), with their mouths sealed with leaves of auspicious 
trees, was placed on either sides of the door* profuse 
bdellium (Guggula) was burnt for incense in oeder to ward 
off the presence and the effect of evil-eyed goblins* Be
fore entering the chamber, the king washed his feet. The 
elderly ladies of the family conferred blessings by sho
wering on him flowers and rice graini, and sang auspici
ous songs* Servants detailed for the outer apartments 
were not allowed to enter it* Holy designs of ♦Svastika* 
were drawn on the floor with pearl-powder* Pendants of 
Mango leaves were hung on the doors* Flowers were scattered 
in the chamber, and peace-water (SSntyudaka) was sprink
led all over;1 The goddess §asthl was propitiated. The 
mystic design of *Jata-matrka* was drawm. Elderly women 
were honoured. Charmed ashes were streaked around the 
bed of the lying-in lady for protection from evil spirits. 
Brinks and medicines were being cooled with incessantly 
moving fans. Holy lamps illuminated the chamber1?

Public rejoicing at such occasions consisted of

317. Tl(N),p.77(1-16).
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tying silken flags to all shops, houses, quadrangles and
temples of the city, singing of auspicious songs by city
women in general, public recitation- by caranas accompanied
by blowing of trumpets, and public dancing by parasites

320and harlots in front of the royal palace,
(1°) gAgfHI JAGARAffA s- ft
A special ceremony has been mentioned with regard 

to the sixth day from the birth of a child. It is called 
* Sasthl-jagarana* the people auspicious waking during
the night, Bhahapala has not given any more details about 
the siftft rites performed at that time. But it is popularly 
believed that the goddess,entrusted with the task of lay
ings out the future of the just-boras, comes during that 
nigh and writes the future of the child on its forehead,
A special pen and ink are placed in the lying-in chamber 
near the mystic design and a sesame-oil lamp is put on 
the stool near by,

(11) HlMAKABANA
In keeping with the Brahmanical tradition, this ce

remony was performed on the tenth day from the birth of 
322a male child. All the deities in all the temples of the

320. TM(N),p.263(12-17).
321. ibid,.,p.78(1). s _322. ibid.^fsSt---- -r
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city were offered special worship, relatives and friends 
were honoured, elders were propitiated, thousands of cows 
with calves were "bestowed to unsolixitous, though learned# 
Brhanins and the child was named in keeping with the fa- 
mily tradition or with reference to the relavant memora
ble events like the dreams at the time of conception*Thus 
the name ’Harivahana’ was coined partly in rememrance of 
the dream of ladiravatl, who saw therein the elephant 
(vihana) of Indra (Hari), and partly with reference to a 
part, viz*, ’Vahana’, of the name of the prince’s father 
King Meghavahana*52^ similarly, the name’Samaraketu’ was 

also in resemblance to that of his father Camdraketu.
In the case of a female-child the ceremony seems to 

have been performed after the tentjjr day^2^possibly on the 
twelfth day.^52'5

(12) AHM-PRlSAHA AND QTHBB RITES :-
DhanapSla has not mentioned the intervening rite 

called ’lifkramana’, and has specifically named the ’Anna- 
-prasana* rite, the subsequent one called ’CtEdakarma* ,i.e, 
first tonsure of hair, being implied. They were performed

323. TM(W),p.78(4-6)— Mot i sfk"

sftr {324. ibid.,p.263(20ff.)-^if^% -c
325. HSO,p.223.
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by the family-priest. It is interesting to note that Dhana- 
pala has clearly referred to the BrahmaniSal aspect of 

these rites.
(13) AVATgRAIJAKA-KRIYA s-

Another ceremony called 'Avatara^aka-kriya*, akin to 
the ‘AvatSranaka-mangala* discussed above, was meant to 
ward off the evil effect of the evil-eyed goblins or per
sons likely x to affect children, this ceremony was being
by the ladies of the harem thrice a day to Prince Hariva-

327hana during his early childhood. it is performed in a 
variety of ways even to this day in Indian towns and villa
ges. One of them is to wave a jug of water and four lumps 
of salt round the head of the child keeping the skirt of 
the upper garment between its head and the jug, and then 
to throw the four lumps in four directions respectively 
and pour the water on cross-roads. Another procedure is 
to do the same process of rotating over the head with
Sinapis Ramosa (Rajika) and a lump of salt and then throw

328it in the burning coal-fire.
(14) UPANAYMA s-
With the usual 'Upanayana* ceremony the boy is 

initiated into the study of the Vedas and is really

32$rTM(N)7pr78(10-i2)l“-^^i'(^td^’^Tq:^r~""^r
Ml -?pnrf£ -- l

327. ibid.,p.78(12ff,),
328. I amffc indebted to my friend Prof.Hiralal Pandya of 

Visnagar for this information.
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accepted as a member of the group said of the spiritual 
life of the community to which his forefathers belong. 
Bhanapala has adopted this ceremony in a different manner. 
The education of Harivahana started in his sixth year 
when on an auspicious day, the king performed all the 
daily routines of his worship, annointed the prince with 
sandal paste and dressed him up with clean fine silk gar
ments, pearl necklace and floral aiaiM crest, put an aus
picious Tilaka on the prince’s forehead with Gorocana, 
and took him to the school where, in the holy presence of 
the image of the goddess Sarasvatl, he was handed over to 
his teachers. The education started with the teaching of 
the alphabet and culminated in the knowledge of all arts 
and sciences.

(!5) SAYITRl :-
There can be no place for Savitrl, i.e. Gayatri- 

Mantra, in the Jainistic set up of Bhanapala1s TM. let, 
being an erstwhile Brahmin, he could not but negleet this 
former treasure of his totally. Thus, though there is no 
mention of Savitri in the curriculum of prince Harivahana, 
the poet ifehas clearly referred to the rite of offering

329. HSO,p.224.
330. Tl(I),pp.78-79.
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obla.tions to the Sun. and performance of 'Japa' of the holy
syllables,or quarters, of G-ayatrl in connection with the

331aseetic life of Malayasundari, who seems to have represe
nted as fpllowing a faith not in conformity with Jainism. 

(16) SAMSVARTAHA
Though there is no mention of this rite by this

name, it is implied in the fact that prince Harivahana
lived with his teachers in the sehooltill the age of six-

332teen, at the end of whiwh the king ceremoniously brought
333him back to his palace. This is in effect the samavar-

tana ceremony which celebrates the return of the student
to his ancestral home after completion of his studies at
the hermitage of his guru, and marks the completion of his
education and his fitness to enter into and accept the ree-

334ponsibility of family life.
(2.7) YAUVARAJYABHISEKA
King leghavahana thought of appoint prinee Hariva

hana as his heir-apparent after the completion of the la
tter's education. But before doing this he deemed it nece
ssary to search for a fit companion who was expected to 
be an equal of the prince in points of prowess, handsome
ness, humility, speech, activeness, and other princely

331. TM(N),p.257(11)- ^
332. ibid.,p.79,(19)-^#^" ^ <&-  / 333. ibid..
334. ISO,p.225.
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qualities like generosity, bravery and composure, it
was only after the king could find such a one in Samarake-
tu that he performed the ceremony of lauvarajyabhiseka to
Prince Harivahana. This ceremony is mentioned again with
reference to prince samaraketu of KaneI whom his father
deputed to command the naval expedition almost immediately

336after performing this ceremony,
d®) WORSHIP OP THE FAMILY DEITY :-
As an erstwhiie devout Brahmin and subsequently an

equally devout Jain, Dhanapala had full faith in the wor-
337ship of the family-deity. This aspect og his life has

been responsible for the depiction of the procedure of the
*worshipjof the family deity in a couple of instances.Thus,

King Meghavahama is advised by the vidyadhara Muni to
give up the idea of retiring to a forest to worship some
other deity for progeny, and, instead, worship his very

338family deity, ?iz., the Goddess-of-prosperity, and fur
ther imparts in his ear the mystic Aparaj ita vidya after 
mentally enveloping him own body as well as that of the 
king with the mystic Kavaea of the BakgS-mantra. such an

335. TM(H),p.80(1-5)•
336. ibid.,p.114(17-21).
337. ibid,,p.,282(15)r
338. ibid.,p.30(6ff.)--i5p=MRvsf5T5vsi^YiTHl^

a cl C&ei Si 4Orfti Mfci^TrS^cfrCV
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oral imparting of the Vidya is considered to be the first 
and foremost prerequisite in the matter of mystic worship,
sinee a Mantra is, to a sadhaka, a very mass of radiant
m 4 539Tejas or energy.

The daily routine of King leghavahana's worship is
: 340 ...described in detail. Thus, the king got up early in the 

morning and went to the garden, rinsed his mouth and fini
shed his bath and daily Japa, put on silk garments, cove
red his mouth and bathed the image of the goddess with 
water poured from golden pitchers. Then he annointed the 
image with sandal paste mixed with camphor, adorned it with 
garments, pearl ornaments, and crest garland as well as 
ear-ornaments of flowers After offering aromatic incense 
and powder of black-Aguru, the king sat at a distance and 
sang prayers for a long time and performed the Japa of the 
Aparajita Vidya. Finally, he saluted the elders. This pro
cedure was repeated in the evening alsp. It was elaborated

341further on auspicious days.
In times of emergency, when all this was not possi

ble, the ceremony was abridged. Even then it did consist 
of bathing the image, and offering garments, unguents and

339. SFSE,pp.29-33.
340. T!(N),pp.34-35. . v. . . „
341. ibid.,p.35(14)-trrq*-



467

flowers. This is how Samaraketu performed the worship of
his favourite deity before he set out in search of Hari-

342vahana from his royal camp at Lauhitya mountain.
(19) KAUMUDI-MAHOTSAVA OR THE HOLY-BATH CEREMOBY 

OP LORD MAHAVIRA
This Jain festival was held on the full-moon day of

343the month of $ Karttika at midnight. It was being cele
brated not only at Mount Ratnakuta on the suvela mountain, 
but also in land where it was known as 'Kaumudi-mahotsava*
as is clear from a casual reference to it by Malayasundari

344in regard to the same night. i*s The festival seems to
have lasted for a full fortnight and was also called

345’Abhigeka-ma&gala*• it3 origin has been traced back to the
- - 346day on which Lord lahavira attained his emancipation.

On the occasion of this festival garlands of green
leaves of Sandal tree were suspended to the arches of the
gates, silken flags were tied to the tops of golden merry- 

347-go-rounds.
The ceremony of the Holy-Bath consisted of pouring 

from golden pitchers holy water on the image of Lord Maha- 
vira. por this purpose water was brought from all the holy

342. T!(M) ,P. 198(9-17) . ' J
343. ibid.,,p.344(4-5)-— q 7-;! - ,, ^
344. ibid. ,p.271(12—13) — hct^
345. ibid.,p.344(4)-
346. ibid. ,p.344( 3-4 ) - ‘H^cTrtT r«t

fq;mvt'iT-retr^ fiTc^-^v^r — - *«t - - \ ' c347. ibid.,p.157(17-19(p.T.O.)
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places of the world^8 and was stored in golden pitchers, 

which were to he touched with duly washed hands thus puri

fied, As the time of beginning the ceremony approached the 

lutanists and other musicians got their instruments ready, 

The heavenly courtezans, some of them carrying baskets of 
flowers, others holding vessels containing various unguents 
and still others with vases full of scented water, approa
ched the image. As the water from the first pitcher poured 
over the image, the musicians spontaneously started play
ing upon their instruments loudly along with the blowing
of the trumpets. It was followed by the elaborate procedure 

349of the worship, at the end of which the public reciters
sang devotional songs to the accompaniment of irdanga and
finally came the dance items of the princesses till very

350late hours of the night.

(20) MISCELIAIEOUS REFERENCES :*
Besides the above festivals and ceremonies, Dhana-

pala has also referred in passing to the rites performed

by a *Preta-sadhaka’ who would seat on a Kusa seat in a 
351cemetary, and saafti to the human victims being searched

348. Tl(N)»p.344(8)
349* ibid.,p.269(19>- 
350, ibid.i-^fpf^- MTgtqrjRK

'%-irgf?; •’TMV^xrr -- fctMl (rTc^VMT^ S'vVr-
351* ibid.,p.201(20) VMM

JpRl rt ... I
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for by the §abaras in order to offer them to the goddess
CandikS in the tribal villages situated in the forests of

352the Vidhya mountain.
IV J LIFE IH CITY, MILITARY 0AMP$, VILLAGE, 

HERMITAGE AND FOREST ':- "
(A) CITY LIFE :- '
While describing the cities like Ayodhya and KancI 

and others, DhanapSla draws a vivid picture of the city 
life probably based on his own experience of living in 
cities like ujjayinx, Bhara and the like. These cities

i

were in those days important centre of cultural and poli
tical activities and Bhanapala's descriptions give us a 
cross-section of the highly rich, luxirlous and pompous 
way of living there obtained there consequent to the
concentration of all wealth of the state there.

-353Thus the city of Ayodhya was surrounded on all 
sides by a castle-wall with a huge mote on its outer sidt. 
White flags fluttered on four big gates of the castle.
The tops of the temples on the cross-roads were decorated 
with golden crest-pitchers. In the gardens the trees were 
watered by means of water-wheels, fide streets and main

352. TBI(N),p.200(6ff.)--
-—t

355. ibid.,pp.7-8.
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roads were lined on both iides with ‘ ^atakumbha* type of
buildings* The *Saudha* type of multi-storeyed houses
were marked by compound-wallsf high gates, crocodile-
-arehes and swings* Every house had its own tank and swi-

354mming pool* In the brief description of Kaftel also the 
poet has mentioned many of these general details.

Among the minute, though stray, details mentioned 
by Dhanapala, the following are noteworthy. The garlands 
of green leaves were tied to the high portals decorated

•zeewith engraved crocodile-arches* 'people made profuse use
356of incessantly burning incense of black and white Aguru.

Shops containing heeps of emeralds, sapphires, diamonds
and cat's-eye gems were conspicuous in the wide and exten-
sive market place.The shops had wooden doors and they

358were fastened with steel locks. Numerous houses in the
359cities had more than one storey. Drains for the flow of 

pink water of the swimming pools were built along the

354. T!(N)pp.259-260. ^
355. ibid.,p.8C18)---T^«>iw^rarrrwiR^ivTcr^ffimnt: —1
356. ibid. ,p.8(19)~ —j 1357. ibid.jp.8^6)

JKWtfSrtt---\ „ ^ c „
358* ibid* ,p*67(8ff •JftiZo-rr .‘\>\ -i-i _-1----- j 260(10)
359. ibid.,p,133(15ff.) -sfct^nrregn^1
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360"base of the walls and were lined with emerald. •she sho

wer-baths were situated along the hanks of the river in 
the city gardens which abounded in sport-bowers and sport- 
hillocks. ^61public tanks were built by the kings. ^2The

ground of the palace gardens was levelled and paved with
363pearl-powder, and many types of trees were grown therein.

lighting arrangements consisted of hand-born torches and
glowing rubies also served as lamps, though without flaSIt

The bed was covered with clean white bed-sheet and a white
pitcher with water trickling from its pores was placed at
the head of the bed, near the pillow which was stuffed
with soft filaments of the feathers of swans. • 'Among the
alchoholic drinks, Dhanapala has mentioned 'Kapisayana*
and 'Phalarasasava'. Fob painting and colouring, the

367liquids of Kusumbha, Yavaka and Illi are noticed. Fans

360. TM(N),p.l58(4ffO -'^^'--$!FW ^
361. ibid.,p.l80(Ilf

■fTDjEtg ’f^< r —t

362. ibid.,p.66(17) — . 181(22)-^^
■qsrfVcT UT-. ----- \

363. ibid.,p.212(10)-
364. ibid.,pvl59(5ff.) — ... ; 174(12)--^^--

-1 , _
365. ibid. ,p*174(17ff*)--

ibid., p. 270(lOf f. y ""1366. ibid.,p.18(7); 169(5).
367. ibid.,p.157(21); 214(16); 227(21>.
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were prepared from hair,^6®and there were mechanical de

vices in the form of golden stone images for weilding the
369 •» 370fans. people chewed TSmbula incessantly. The fruits of

the Kataka tree were known for their property of ridding

mud off the water. 371 Houses were washed with water and
372mirror house was cleansed with the ashes of sandal wood.

The ruby-studded floor of the Ball of Audiance was scava-
nged everyday and fresh lotuses were laid there.^ in the

airy Patta-sala, the cages of male and female parrots
were hung.-^ The utnsils were mostly made of silver,

bronze, copper and other metals. 'There is a reference
to fishing by meand of a hook.^Wealth was stored in 

3773 srs •
in the central part of the city was situated the

royal palace premises. The courtesans lived near about 
378the temples. The elephant drivers used to live on the

368.369.

370.
371.
373.

375.

374.
375.
376.
377.
378.

TM(H), p. 116(2) — ^  ____ _
ibid**p.374(ll)

ibid. ,p. 125(3) - --(/
ibid.,p.261(12).
ibid., p • 352 (9ff.) — mi vn Htrsfesrrf^rt-
573(6)- m <<\ «t< $ f “h cprs^ - -1
ibid.,p.387(22)--^^H (̂^^c:^«jf^<>^grc^M^v5\fiU5Hj-

;67(21)-^^'-
ibid.,p.68(3ff.)-'
ibid.,p.68(5)

«^^cuTruVT‘HTWrTrg---- '
ibid. ,p. 15(11)
ibid.,p.342(22) - I
ibid. ,p.67(4ff.) :
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outskirts of the city, as the city-guards would not allow
■z *70them inside the city limits. Hick merchants kept their

380hoards of live-stettk outside the city.
381The citizens of Ayodhya are said to he generous 

in charity in expectation of enjoyments; they obeyed due 
to the fear of the state, observed etiquette purposefully, 
earned without satisfaction,and honoured old people just 
as an exercise in learning courtesy.

Dhanapala has drawn a fine picture of the peculiari
ties of the life in South Indian cities in his description 
of Kane I. The rich citizens of Kind are said to be very 
much absorbed in physical pleasures. The city-dwellers 
in general were learned and Brahmins in particular felt 
their lives fruitful. The couttezans and parasites were 
an important section of the city population and their

382sole interest in life centred around sensual enjoyments.
The students begged their alms and roamed everywhere re-

383citing their lessons aloud. The general food of the 
cultured citizens of Kind consisted of fruits like orange, 
bread-fruit,and banana, and the drink consisted chiefly of

379. Tl(K),p.ll6(22ff.)----
380. ibid.,p.H7(2ff.).
381. ibid.,p.l2(16ff.).
382. ibid.,p.260(16ff.).
383. ibid.,p.68(1-2).
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coconut milk| their ornaments were chiefly made of pearls;
their religion mostly consisted of clemency; their goog
acts consisted of generosity; their good conduct consisted
of truth and cleanliness; and their entertainment consisted

384of scholastic discussions.
The womenfolk of the Vidyadhara city of Rathanupura-

cakravala are said to he adept in all arts and sciences,
knew the languages of all the regions, and were well-read

_ 385and skilled in relating the stories from all the puranas.
k p A part of the daily routine of the citizens of

386Ayodhya is also described in passing. At noon,with the 
blowing of the conch-shells, as the royal elephants were 
freed for bathing in the city tanks, businessmen closed 
their shops with steel-locks. As the villagers began to 
return to their villages, the hullabullo of the citizens 
subsided, schools concluded their lessons and students 
closed their books. Learned Brahmins, with leaf-bowls 
carrying sesame, tufts of Darbha grass and leaves in hands,

384. TI(2O,p.260(llff.) ^

s.u<^fH ^R'trraf -f^rsr■, ---\

385. ibid.,p.l69(6ff.) —
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386. ibid..,pp.67-68.
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started to the river for mid-day hath. Attendants accompa
nied them with oil, Embatic Myrohalan fruits and combs. 
Women started taking hath at their domestic wells. Brahmin 
girls poured water into the cisterns for birds. Old women 
went to the temples. Beggars roamed from house to house 
for food. Government also ran some inns where the destitu-

2Q«7tes were provided with food, drink, bed and medicines. '
She citizens enjoyed themselves in public parks.

Royal palace had, adjoining to it, an extensive garden
having trees like Lavanga, punnaga, candana and Aguru, and

388
members of the royal family entertained themselves therein.

The usual means of transport for royal personages
was elephant, particularly the female one, whieh was duly

389decorated and faced to the east before starting. white 
CSmaras were waved on their either sides and a white para
sol was held over their heads. The body-guards of the royal 
personages rode the horses.'^°Royal processions were eommon, 

and they generally comprised soldiers, bards and royal 
attendants. The procession moved to the accompaniment of

387. TM(N), p.66(15ff•)*
388. ibid., p.303(2ff.)j 315(10).
389. ibid., p.330(llff.).
390. ibid., p.419(3ff.).
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musical instruments like cymbals, drums and conches. Horses,
elephants and Vimanas were also a part of the procession.
Courtezans annointed their hoddies with campjjor and musk.
Such processions were a sort of an entertainment for the 

391citizens.
(S) LIFE IB MILITARY CAMP S-

Dhanapala has given few details about the life in
military camp during his description of vajrayudhals seige 

« 392of Kind, and in the description of the royal eamp of
-w 393the naval forces on the sea-shore near Kanci, and on an

island after the subjugation of the feudatories of the
394islands in the Southern Ocean.

The camp party consisted of the royal personage in 
rchage of the camp, the ministers, the accompanying Brahndns,

scholars, ladies of the harem with their paraphernalia,
courtezans and soldiers, and labourers. It seems the army
provisions were transported in carts drawn by bullocks to 

- 395which Dhanapala has made a reference. The layout of the
camp resembled that of a miniature city spread around the
central royal tents. The tents were pitched by tying them

396to the hails on all sides. The ministers were housed in

391. T!(I),p.360(13ff.).
392« ibid., pp. 83i-84 •
393. ibid.,p.l23(lff.)*
394. ibid.,pp.140-142.
395. ibid.,p.l24(2ff•).
396. ibid.,p.l40(23fi\)1
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3Q7special tents of different colours# The tents for the
inmates of the royal harem were pitched hy the harem-
attendants and a continuous fence of thorny branches su-
mounded the area p for prpper protection. J There is a
.reference to crocodile-arches, officers* tents and tents

399for feudatories and body-guards• The group of royal
tents was well protected by a high fence made of poles

400tied to a row of stone pillars dug into the earth. The
401courtezans seem to be putting on thick clothes. For 

camp-fire sandal wood was utilized.402

With the change of every watch of three hours, the 
trumpets flourished and the guarding elephants changed 
duty, the horse-keepers rushed to the royal tents with 
saddled horses. The feudatories moved on the elephants at 
the end of their duties during which they stood stiff in 
the same position. A series of patrol posts were establi
shed for guarding and,during the night, the guarding sold
iers loudly passed words from post to post. Lighted torches 
were utilized for illuminating the camp premises during

397. TIS(N), p.l23(2ff.)j 141(lff.).
398. ibid., p.l41(2ff.) - -

399. ibid., p,123(4ff.).400. ibid., p.l23(7ff.)*
401. ibid., p.l40(4)--^Vr ‘hTTo-h -<~OT iSfrrecjfe ---
402. ibid., p. 141( 5) — - - > • \
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the night, and the camp folk celebrated the festivals and 
entertained themselves as they did on normal occasions in 
civil life.405

(C) HPB IH VILLAGE AID POET
in the course of the description of the march of 

Samarafcetu's forces to the sea-shore, Dhanapala has seized 
the opportunity to give a lively picture of rural life.

The villages, like the cities and hermitages,were 
generally situated along sea-shore, lake, river or a moun
tain. Along the river banks the village merchants establi
shed small hotels where the river-farers could get cooked

404rice, ghee, curds, sweet-balls and etc., public wells 
for drinking water were situated at regular distances along 
the roads. The village consisted of a group of abodes, 
which were built of branches of trees, creepers, leaves 
and etc., all cemented together by clay and plastered with 
dung.405 The poor labourers lived in grass huts.406 The 

village house generally consisted of the living rooms which 
could be closed by fastening the doors, and the compounds 
at the back where the dung was stored and vegetables like

405. TM(N),pp.83-84.
404. ibid.,p.ll7(12ff.)rra 4^*.

'Hv?m*rr-4405. ibid^pa^CieffO^t^^^^^^5^^^®^'-
406. ibid.,p.l23(22)---
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cucumber, gourd, Trapusa (Coloquintida), Karkkaru (Bevin- 
kasa Cerifera), Karavella (gourd lemordica Charantia) and 
others were cultivated. The compound was secured by a fence 
of thorny plants.

The household of the villagers consisted of bronze
40fvessels, blankets,ropes and etc., They domesticated wild

408dogs for guarding their houses and fed them with curds.
Dhanapala has given a vivid picture of villagers40^ 

with turbans on their heads, with daggers tied to their 
waists by meand of worn out cloth belts, with staffs in 
their hands and carrying their children on their shoulder#. 
They were familiar with buffaloes410and expert in evalua

ting the worth of bullocks, but were curious about elephants 
and camels. Due to their ignorance about city-life they 
easily mistook b good-looking harlots riding an elephant, 
bb for queens or princesses, a carana for a prince, and a 
well-dressed merchant for a king's favourite. They were 
vary of talking to city-dwellers. Gut of curiosity they 
stood waiting for hours together hungry and thirsty to see 
the royal procession. .

407. TM(E),p.ll9(23ff.). ^ ” ”
408. ibid.,p,117(17ff.)-" '• —'
409. ibid.,pp.118-120,
410. ibid.,p.182(9ff.).
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During the battles,, the villagers gathered and wit
nessed the fights with shouts accordingly as they were

411frightened, astonished, angered, amused, tickled or bored. 
The chief agricultural produce seems to have been

412rice of both ‘Kalama* and ’Kedara* varieties in South India.
There is a reference to the fields where sugercane was cul- 

413tivated, Vegetables were grown in the compounds of their
. 414houses.

The villagers seem to be exposed to harassment from 
various■/quarters. Thus, hordes of robbers plundered their house-

' 415holds, agricultural produce and vegetables. The revenue
officers and village rogues also robbed the villagers of
their grass and grains from the threshing-floors in the 

416fields. Village sentinels forcibly extracted bribe from 
417them. Money-lenders of the vilaage confiscated their 

houses and set them at large compelling them to pack off
their belongings and roam from house to house for reside-

418nee.

411. TI(N),p.83(15ff.).412. ibid.,p. 116(17ff•)--- 3 ■<! < 4> mRer-- 1
413. ibid.,p,182(14ff.) --414. ibid.,p.119(15)—• - -- ; 120(1)--1415. ibid.,p.119(17)416. ibid.,p. 119(10ff.) - --- \ ; 119(14ff.)--^f:S^P;T‘^-

- -1. s „ „ . 0 - _417. ibid.,p^H9(ll)- o*Tgrfftp*n
418. ibid.,p.119(18ff.).
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A glimpse is also provided of life on islands and 
4 IQports* The plants in the gardens had to "be protected 

from sea-birds* There was no restriction on entry of sea
farers a in such villages. Even the poor people possessed 

Jewels normally fit for royal families. Sold was here re

garded as cheap as dust. The chief preoccupations of the 
people was to store materials like cumbustible oil and such 
other things for preparing eollyrium useful for diving ope
rations; to raise the masts for boats and ships; to manufa
cture sails, to carry the anchors; and to repair wooden 
drums for storing drinking water. They used palm leaf for 

engraving, in Karnataka and other scripts, poems in local 
languages abounding in Sanskrit vocabulary, civilized peo
ple were but few among them; conduct in accordance with 

Varna and Asrama was rare; heresy was at its height; women 
dreesed gaudily; and the languages were generally unintelli

gible. The chief element in population was aboriginal sailos 
with frightening looks, variegated dress and external appen
dages, fond of kidnapping other's wivws, steel-black in 

appearance, trimming variously shnpat shaved beards and 
mustawhes, wearing tufts of palm-leaf in numerous holes 
pierced through their ears, carrying daggers, wearing iron
bracelets in their hands, and picking up quarrels at the 
slightest provocation.

419. TBI(I),pp.133-134.
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(D) : HFB II HERMITAGE
From the stray references to various details rega

rding the hermit life of Malayasundarl both at the hermi
tage of Kulapati SSntatapa at the foot of the Malaya moun
tain and at the nunnery adjoining to the Jain temple on

t |lMount Ekasynga on the vaitadya range, we can compile a 
picture of life in hermitage as it might have obtained in 
those days.

The inmates of the Prasanta-vaira-asrama eonsited
of hermits, old nuns and hermit girls.42°They lived in
thatched cottages421. Brahmins and others from the cities

422often visited it, and brought the news about current 
affairs.

Early in the morning the old hermits sang hymns to
the holy river GafLga, the forgotten verses whereof were
reminded to them by the parrots resting in their nests

423on the nearby trees. Travellers used to lodge there for
sometime and recite verses revealing the message of the

424 .imom. shallow cups prepared from Palasa leaves served
as containers of food which consisted chiefly of iniiuBBMn

420. TM(I),p. 331(1)— ciTCRi'vn^ -- ...... -----;
331(llff.) - — . 358(9) - -1

421. ibid.,p.331(14) - -i ; 358(9)-wmu-w-- \
422. ibid.,p.331(15)-
423. ibid.,p.358(6ff.) - stpkw&w ■hkcut-
(tflis Wq - - - ^n^TIcT 3T51 tiiTHi ->C rft o ^r\9r__ |
424. ibid.,p.358(10ff). .
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425"bulbous roots and fruits. indulging in luxury of orname-
426nts etc.,was out of place here. The Kulapati seems to 

have "been a lovable personality who took BBftan extreme 
care of the inmates.

The work in the hermitage comprised lookihg after the 
comfort of guests, gathering flowers for worship of the 
deity, watering the plants with leaf-howls, plastering the 
verandah with cow-dung, drawing Svasika with artistic de
signs, feeding orphan young ones pf deers, cooking vege

tables, gathering ripe fruits, sewing beds of soft bark pi
and _ 427

pieces,^/narrating Pura^ic stories befitting the occasions.

The hermits slept at night on the beds prepared from Kusa 
428

grass.
The nunnery near the temple of Lord §sabha at Mount

Ekasrnga was a three-storeyed building429with many apartments

which served as sleeping rooms4"* ror the nuns. The rooms
451were provided with wooden seats. ^ There were pegs to

432hang bark sheets. The belongings of the nuns seem to have 
consisted of a couple of pairs of bark garments, a gourd

425. TM(N),p.257(lff.)---^7^^g7Xi^^f v-t
426* ibid. ,p.330(19) ' ' -

-\ v
427. ibid.,p.331(2-12).
428. ibid.,p.413(13)
429. ibid.,p.256(17)^^^^ -i430. ibid.,p.256(19)'^W^TF^f^i
431. ibid. ,p.256(SiS^21)^^Tnt^rira-(^ut'f5:f^^^f:f^^?:f'^l'’tl'<
432. ibid.,p.256(18
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433for carrying water and a rosary o,f beads. The hermits 

subsisted on fruits and roots. Their daily routine mainly 
included the offerings of ‘Argha* to the sun thrice a day, 
Japa of holy Gayatrl and worship of. the deity.
" (E) FOREST LIFE

in the course of his descriptions of the Viddhya
435 -forest, and of the jungle lying between the vaitadhya

f _ 436 ^mountain and Mount Ekasrnga, Dhanapala has taken oppo
rtunity to give a picture of forest life*

The yindhya forest was rich in trees like pine,
Vetiea Robusta, Terminalia Arjuna, Pongamia Glabra, teak, 
Bignonia indica and others, and the undergrowth was so thick
that one would hardly be able to see whether or not the

437Sun rises or sets. samaraketu remembered his path on the
strength of such things as a pit, a trunk, grass, bush,

438ant-hill, residue of forest fire and etc.. The reverbe
ration of the large drtas of the NShala tribes residing in 
the forest abounding in reeds and bamboos was matched by 
the loud noise of girgling streams as their water splashed
on the rocks. The beating of drums conveyed to the tribes

men
433.. TM(N),p.256(20) —
434. ibid.,p.257(Ilff.).
435. ibid•» P * 199-200. *436. ibid.,p.235-236• c _. ft- .x^. _—-SL.437. ibid.,p.l99(17ff.)— v/vu ^ <'3'Lr1 •fi'p-m ST3!- hm-
438. ibid.,p.!95(16ff.)~
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the news about the passing travellers to be looted* The 

old tribal women were more rash than even normal youthful 
eitizens* The public bars of tribal villages of the £>aba- 

ras were always crowded and noisy. In every house carca
ses of hunted animals were being cooked on ovens. Every 
bower was resounding with the cries of imprisoned trave

llers. Looted wealth was being divided in every lane. 
Ghildren were being taught musical trickeries to entice 
deers. Everywhere fishermen were seen sitting with their 

hooks ready to catch fish from the ponds. Human beings 
to be offered as victims to candika were being sought for 
everyday. Travellers hid their gold and other precious 

belongings in their hair-do or head-dress, and hastily 

passed by the tribal villages with great fear and muttered 

in their hearts Ca^ika-iandaka-stotraa while casting their 

frightened glances everywhere. The ambushes were laid 
everywhere to catch the travellers,who were pursued and 
looted and even killed*

Tribal women busied themselves with stringing neck
laces p of pearls interspersed with beads^ The tribals 

roamed in forests to g dig out eatablea roots and to fall 
fruits. The tip of the bow was utilized by the tribals for 
digging the roots out of the soil.^^Sometimes monkeys 

459. TM(H),p.210(6) —
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wrested food from the hands of the travellers. Hunters 
pursued wounded tigers to get their skin. Even the tribal 
women carried shining spears and arrows.

In the forest lying between the yaitadhya mountain
, . 440 * 441

and Mount Ekasrnga, the tribal women put on bead girdles.
The tribals hunted for frogs. The soil was rich in silver, 
copper, brass, tin, lead and iron, siddhas wandered in 
search of medicinal plants which might be useful in attra
cting rains? in preventing the bad effect of evil eye? in 
solidifying mercury? in dumbfounding, immobolizing and 
dis persing people or causing quarrels among them? in 
counteracting the effect of deadly poison? in attracting or 
hypnotizing people by applying its powder on the forehead? 
in warding off the fear of old age and death. Travellers 
cooked their rice in hot-water streams* Poisonous ponds 
were enclosed with thorny fences by the tribals in order 
to prevent people, birds and beasts from death on drinking 
the water therefrom. The region was dotted with the temples 
in which the idols of the Siddhas were established. Super
human beings toured the forests for pleasure. Alchemists 
tried to transform other metals into gold with"the help

440. TI(N),pp.233-236.
441. ibid.,p.234(8) -- ^14,^--t
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of varios aedicinal herts. Temples of oSmundS and Siva 
were built on hillrtops. people used to commit suicide 
from wish-fulfilling precipices in order to get rid of

miserable life in the hope of better propects in future 

births. Left-outs of abondoned camps of the mmftiiBBgtaag 
army of emperors were to be seen here and there.

The ascetics lived in the forests, on the river banks 
and in the caves of mountains. Some of them subsisted on 

fruits ant roots while others totally abstained from* food. 
Some sat with five fires around them. Some kept themselves 

submerged upto the neck under water, some hung themselves 
upside-down and inhaled smoke, some sat their eyes on to 
the sun. Some kept on muttering mystic formula, while others 

took to keeping mum. some refrained from killing inspite 

of the weapons kept at hand, while others abtained from 
indulging in sexual pleasures inspite of the constant 

company of their beloved wives in their vicinity. Thus all 

of them were busy with some or other type of penance.


