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Thailand to -which I belong and other countries in 

South-east Asia are known to be the receptacles of Indian 

culture from the time immemorial. This consideration coupled 

with the interest in going deeply into the study of Indian 

culture^ Thailand's mother culture, has made me select the 

subject .-vstored in the Puranic literature for my research 

work for Ph.D, degree. The reasons for selecting the 

Dharmaranya Purana (=DP.) are mentioned in the statement 

no.1 of the synopsis. Here the technical procedures in this 

thesis may be mentioned, i.e. the transliteration of Sanskrit 

words and passages is adopted throughout and the unspecified 

references such as II. $ always refer to the DP. Thus III. 55 

DP. III. 55. It should be noted that the text used for this' 

study is the one published by Prabhashankar Jayashankar Pathak 

in 192^ from Bombay.

It" is noteworthy' to mention that the identification of 

important places mentioned in the DP. is done by personal 

field-study as far as possible. In this connection, I have 

taken photographs of certain places myself and they are used 

for illustrating the relevant points In this thesis.
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I take this opportunity to perform the most pleasant duty 

of expressing my deepest sense of gratitude to my most revered 

guide Dr. $ Kantawala for his excellent guidance without 

which this work would not be completed, During the whole 

course of my study under him, he, inspite of the heavy load 

of work under his responsibility, spent his most precious 

time with me in reading most critically every word of my 

work, in discussing some debatable points, in explaining 

pain-takingly the difficult ones and in making various valua

ble suggestions. His paternal care, inspiration, encouragement, 

interest in the progress at very step of my work and the 

Gujarati hospitality of the members of his family have- been 

not only helpful to my study but also made an unerasable 

impression on my happy memory. Indeed, my indebtedness to 

him is beyond any expression of words. .

I am also highly grateful to the most revered Prof.

A.N. Jani', who has also played a great part in pushing my 

work to see the light of the day by his valuable suggestions, 

lending of books in various capacities and what not. His 

keen interest in my work was evinced in various occasions.

To mention a few, he readily provided me with a rare 

opportunity to witness sacred rituals of the Hindus, by whieh 

1 eould have the first hand-knowledge about them, and in
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some occasions such as visiting holy places, he took pain 

explaining to me the customs and rituals connected with 

them. Indeed, it is a privilege to have been his student. 

Moreover, his erudition and religious pragmatism have greatly 

inspired as well ,as impressed me and thus deepened my 

interest in Sanskrit-study.

I am equally grateful to Dr. P.M. Modi, whose inspira

tion and encouragement have made me take up this study. He 

never lost sight of the spirit of a born teacher. He never 

spared a moment available to him to teach me Sanskrit in 

connection with my thesis as \\rell as in general.

I am also grateful to Prof. (Dr.) R.H. Mehta equally 

for his instruction in archaeological survey technique, for 

his critical perusal of some portion of my thesis, and for 

his valuable suggestions.

My thanks are due to my friend, Shri'Harish D. Vyas 

for his accompanying me during my field-trip to Modhera, 

Becharaji, Vanpore, Bijapurda, Chanasma, Kamboi, Delmal, 

Patan, Bhlnoj and Sidhpur. He acted as my mouth-piece in 

asking for valuable information^ from local people. Without 

him my trip would not be fruitful.
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My thanks are also due to my friend, Mr. Prachote 

Sangkhanukit for his accompanying me during my fieId-trip 

to Viramgam, Mandal, Lotesvara, Harij, Becharaji, Modhera 

and Malaj. His experience in archaeological survey has 

helped me a great deal in identifying many places. Moreover 

his encouragement and personal help in various ways have 

played no less a part in pushing my work to its completion.

In this connection I also thank Phra Maha Chamras 

Phodhipracha for his company in my first trip to Modhera 

and Becharaji for preliminary study of the places.

I thank Mr. Yuliope Thammaprateep for his help in 

preparing maps and other artistic work.

I am very much thankful to Miss Prakoh Charuenpan, 

'Miss Saita Prasertphak, Miss Kuntol Ruangsongkram, Mr. 

Prachote Sangkhanute.it, Mr. Yullope Thammaprateep, Shri 

Harish D. Vyas, Shri Kishor G. Dave and Shri Labhashankar M 

Joshi for their help in carrying out the tedious task of 

putting the diacritical marks.

I thank Prof. (Dr.) A.M. Shah, University of Delhi, 

Shri H.M. Jani, Shri B.K. Trivedi, Shri B.P. Pandya for



supplying valuable reading materials, useful informauion 

and help in various ways.

-I also thank Shri Harish D. Vyas, Shri Tushar A.

Tikiwala and Shri Nitin J. Vyas for translating Hindi and 

Gujarati passages.

I thank Rira Maha Prachitr Mahahing, Mr. Choosakdi 

Dipayagasorn and Mr. Rong Tongdadas for their help in some 

way or other.

I thank the Colombo Plan for its financial assistance 

without which it would have been difficult for me to carry 

out this study.

Lastly I thank the Government of India and the 

Government of Thailand for granting my request for extension 

of the scholarship and study-leave respectively, which enable 

me to complete my research.
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