SUMMING UP

The present study tried to study and understand the linkages/ interface between
Policy- Program directives on one hand and the extent to which these
inclinations for practice appear to be rooted in local cultures and communities

on the other.

Over the years increased attention has been paid to the learning styles, the way
people learn in different cultural settings. Although the institution we call
school, is in many ways similar from country to country but the socialization
practices of a society in general and families in particular, do influence the
child from an early age. These belief systems directly or indirectly play an
‘important fole in the way individuals are taught; and how they learn and what

to learn.

Before making inferences about the universal and the right way of teaching
across the world, it is necessary to understand that parents and children are
living their lives in a context, with cultural, economic, politibal and social
pressures thét affect their behaviors, socialization techniques and their day-to-
day decisions. Therefore, what is understood as appropriate in one culture may
not hold true in the other culture; but that does not mean that the local beliefs
and values such as schooling are less successful than they might otherwise be.
Schooling, and the curriculum, specifically has been portrayed as both an
extension of a society’s culture (Reynolds & Skilbeck, 1976) and the most

important part of schooling. is to make education a meaningful and relevant
| experience for the child, and linking the educational practices to the culture,

structure and policies in which they are embedded.

Therefore what is important in a society is, to socialize children to be
competent in changing lifestyles. This does not mean, however, that so called
“social intelligence” for traditional society, involving social sénsitivity and
responsibility needs to be discarded. But what is needed is the addition of

cognitive competence to social competence.
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Thus in the present study attempts were made to identify the ways;;in which
children can be better prepared for formal schooling at one hand and onthe
other hand respecting the community values and beliefs concerrung the

childhood, child rearing and child education.
On the basis of the findings it could be summed up or highlighted as follows

It emerged from the study that the program executers did not have awareness
and knowledge about the policies related to ECCE. Thus, reflecting that those
who are working at the grassroot level do not have any idea about the
conceptions operating at the National level. So if these policies do not seep in
at the grassroot level then expecting the kind of results being highlighted in

various policy documents is out of the question.

Therefore, the need is to broaden the vision of program executers, by
restructuring their training modules so that they can look beyond their

prescribed task.

The findings highlighted that the workers had all the resources and expertise to
make ECCE program a quality program. Due to lack of motivation, low wages
and unrealistic job charts, they could not bring out the best from the program.
Therefore the need is to organize regular “Motivational workshops” for the
workers that could trigger them to do things in interesting ways and also the
need is to link training content and methodology with the realities of field

situations.

The education takes place in socio- cultural, economic and pedagogical
contents. Often, improving educational performance implies simultaneous
attention to the community’s role in Education. If a government programme
designed to aid the poor fails, it is always the result of lack of community
support. Thus mobilization of community is an integral part of an ECCE
Program but the results have highlighted limited involvement of community.
Therefore, it requires a climate in which the “ethos of accountability” to prevail

and the onus should be on service providers as well as on users.
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The present study has reflected the major gaps between policies and practices.
The basic reason for failure to translate policy into action appears to be the
adoption of fragmented approach and divided responsibilities with no concrete
action plan in place. This has led over time not only to the limited concrete
actions but also lack of coordination. It seems coordination, commitment and
efforts are needed at National, State and local levels. Also there is a need to
integrate bureaucratic structures and cutting across various sectors of

specialized compartmentalization in its process of implementation.

Quality of service is variable in nature due to growing commercialization of
preschool and parental aspirations. Therefore there is a need for Regulatory

Mechanism for opening and functioning of a pre-school program.

The results of the present study has reflected upon Non Coordination between
National and State level working where at National level, the policy makers
and ECCE experts emphasize on the importance of less structured aspect of
learning in pre- school years and at the State level, Education Department,
Haryana on the other hand has provided AWCs the writing workbook so as to
enhance children’s reading and writing skills, in order to come at.par with
private schools running in the village. Other than the workbook the department
also provided the centers wooden Toy kit, which is not indigenous to thE
community, it seemed that the State department ,executers and community as a
whole is influenced by private schools. Therefore the need is to improve the
quality program by involving NGO’s, public and private sectors together and

not as competitors.

The results have highlighted interface in Teaching-Learning (T-L)
methodology and parents conceptions which were not coherent with the
policies, like approval of non use of DAP, teaching of 3R’s, negligible use of
indigenous teaching aids and gender discrimination. There is a need to integrate
ECCE program with culturally based preferences of parents with the

knowledge about universal developmental processes gleamed from research
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and practice. Thus parents especially mothers need to be given in-depth
understanding about child’s developmental and learning needs. This may help
them to make appropriate choices for their children. Here the role of media and
AWWs expertise becomes significant. Thus, the implication is on restructuring

of training modules for the workers to make their task more action oriented.

The fact that has emerged from observations and interactions with people and
AWWs in general was, the majority of children who were attending these
AWCs mainly belonged to the migratory population, thus having different
linguistic background. This means that the dialect spoken at home by these
children is different from the dialect spoken at the center. It is imperative that
the AWWs accept the importance of using native language for pre-school
children as a necessary tool for enhancement of their linguistic competence. It
not only gives sense of acceptance to children but they also feel more
emotionally secured, especially in the first few weeks Therefore, efforts are
‘needed to train AWWS to sensitize them to linguistic variability in the class and
need to convince them to accept multilingual nature of classroom as an asset

rather than burden.

The study has reflected that community’s preference for sons to daughters. The
living status of family does not matter in the biased preference for boy child.
The interactions with locals reflected that “In Haryana the practice of sex
selection abortion is almost widespread and selective abortions are very
common? that goes with the findings of Das Gupta and Mari Bhat (1997).

We can’t deny the fact that gender perceptions are societal constructs which are
dependent upon socid- cultural practices, in which the children, adolescents and
youths grow up. Therefore the need is to change the discriminatory practices
with active cooperation of all concerned stakeholders, family, the community

and social activists and others. Also there is an urgent need to increase the
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awareness, knowledge and perceptions of people and women in particular
about the important role a woman can play in family life.

In a nutshell we can enunciate that “westernized” ways of seeing coexists with
the indigenous views. Therefore in order to bridge the gap between the two it is
needed that the preschool programs, in fact whole education system to be made
more holistic, qualitative, socially and economically productive and relevant to

the fast changing socio- economic environment.
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