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CHANGING RELATIONSHIP- TRIBALS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT

:Aocu!tu ration, Assimilation and Co-existence of the tribal people

In this chapter | will be exploring; firstty, the relationship between the tribal
people and the state vis-a vis the forests: Secondly the simultaneous
' processes of attempts of assirnilation and co-existence either by
appeasement ‘or‘force for gaining'at:cess to the forest resources while
treatlng them as the other or people outsrde the mamstream soc:ety, and
| thrrdly margmahzatron of the tradltronal know!edge of the tribal people
R A regardmg the sustalnable use of the forest resources

' Tracmg the relat;onshxp of the tnba! people the mainstream socrety and
the s state would help in: understandmg the scenano in- pre modern times. It
, would also help in- analyzmg the mterventron of the . Brmsh colonial state
'whrch_led to the breach of relattonshyp betwe_en the forests and its original

users. .

in the Indran .context the Vedzc socrety has been descrrbed as tribal.

".'Accordmg to Romtla Thapar the word ‘trlbe precrsely refers to a_

g communlty of people clarmmg descent from a common ancestor In its

; apphcatron however it has been used to cover a vanety of social and
" economrc forms as well as claims to brologlcal and racrat rdentmes

“In the ngveda whrch is the earhest of . the four Vedas references have

: .been made to the Dasas or Dasyus IThese were the local tnbes who after
thelr defeat by the Aryans came to be regarded as alien. and barbanc
Thus the: somety came to be drvrded mto two maln groups Arya-vama and

' Dasa varna ,(Vama literally means cotor) The dtstmctrons were made
, between the two groups also.on the basus of the Ianguage and territory.

T

. ' Romila Thapar, Interpretatmg Early Indla Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1992
pg.116-117 - g , ,
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‘Later the aspects of ritua"I and purity'were also added to the distinctions
between the Arya and the dasa®. In the later Vedic texts, the word
“‘mleccha’ was used widely for denoting the lower castes In the second
half of the 15" millennium B C, there was extensrve urbanization of the
~Gangetic valley by the Aryanst They_.a_ssumed the role of the. advanced
urbah civittzation 't’)aeedr on technotegical and economic soehiStication.
The'Aryans“theréfore regarded with contempt the tribes living in the
forests who had remamed at the food—gathermg and hunting stage. Such
technotogrcally mferlor trrbes as e, g Sabara Putmda Mutiba and Kirata
" constituted yet another category whrch came to be included in the term .

mleccha

It is durmg the Mauryan period, that we get more mformatron about
various tnbes thelr participation |n the admlmstratron and the role of
: Asheka in dealmg ‘with them. ' '

Gerard Fussman through the use of the Greek accounts and the edicts of
- Ashoka he conciudes that the Mauryan Emprre was made up of 3

1. Terrltorres admlmstered drrectly by the crown

2. ngdoms conquered or won over, and .

3. Tribes and repubhcs wrth some degree of lnternal freedom

‘These trrbes exrsted ‘before the Mauryan Emprre and they survrved ‘its
“'dlssolutron ' f 3 ‘ f

-Asoka durrng, hrs rute made a distinction between the tnbal people and the
,forest tnb{es The* latter. was wooed by hrs offrcers in the context of a
ldpatemahstrc pohcy where he regards hrmself m the xmage of the father and
;_hls subjects as hrs children. It seems that the forest tnbe drd not easily

;reconcrle themsetves to the taw and order as state had framed strict laws -

L Romila; Thapar The Imaqe of the Barbatian in the Eerlv India, Comparitive ‘Studies in
Society and Htstory 1971, vol. XllI, no.4, pg. 408-436.:

3 Gerarld Fussman, ‘Central and Provincial admimstratton in Ancrent India ; The

-problems_of the Mauryan Empire, ‘The /ndian H/stor/cal Review, vol. 14:1-2,
1987-88, pg.48. o _
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'regarding the control‘ and subjugation of forest "dwetlers as they were
_ viewed a danger to the state. The same problem is reflected in.
‘Arthashastra. Kautalya also distinguishes between the mleccha and the
 forest dwellers (aranyacarah, atavikah). They; the atavikas, were said to
be wetl organized and brave. He recognizes the polttical advantages to be
gained from keeping the forest tribes happy since they had their own
strongholds and could be used’ effectrvely in campargns which would also
keep them off from time to time to prevent their resortmg to ptundermg and

- prllagrng Accordrng to’ Kautrlya 'strong kmg could destroy the krngdom ofa

‘ forest chreftam by wmnrng him over with bribes.*
»Megasthenes the writer of ‘Indrca who was the ambassador of the
Seleucrd Emplre to the Mauryan court refers to Indra as surrounded by
the barbanan trlbes This possrbly refers to the arya- varta surrounded by
the mleccha-desa Megasthenes also adds that all these tribes were
j*mdrgenous but they drffered in mmd and drsposrtron from Indrans
, e o -
.‘Durmg the pre medreval perrod,, the tribals were abte to assert therr
'polmcal authonty owmg to the polrtrcal turmorl As early as the first century
- B. C - the . Bhrts ‘of Malwa had establrshed a smalt krngdom which
‘drsmtegrated very soon The Gonds of Madhya Pradesh had established
, a kmgdom calted Gondwana trtl they were overthrown by the Marathas.
: Walled towns and fon‘s still remam a witness of the Gond power and
;'c1vrlrzatron” 7The eprgraphrc records refer to a possrbte krngdom of the
VthrIs in the present Panchmahais drstrrct of Gurarat, ‘between the 8" and
' the 9“‘ centurres The Bhil krngdom |n the Dangs Was vast. To a lesser
extent the' Kohs and the ‘Minas. also had formed therr kmgdom

, rb/d pg. 179 - S
McCrrndle J W, India as Described by Megasthenes and Ama ‘London, 1877,

pp.20-21
¢ Jaganath Pathy,Agranan Structure in Tnbal ‘Gujarat and its implications for the

'tnbal politics, Dept. of socrology, South Gu;arat University, Surat, 1982, pg. 68
j " ibid; pg.68 .
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During the medieval pertod eftorts were made by the state to bring the
tribal - commumtres within the fold of agnculture to bring more land under
cuttrvatron Trade and strategrc routes passing through various forests 3
' came to acqurre more srgnn‘rcance as they provided opportunities for

: greater potrtrcal and economic controls. The tribes such as the Bhils,. the -

E Mmas the Kohs and the Gonds were recognrzed as- dommant
commumtles by the Mughal Emprre Efforts were made especratly by
; Akbar to appease vanous chreftams kings of Gujarat: to strengthen his
, ‘power by grants of - mansab" Some of them were even granted the

3 mansabs For exampte the Rathod chlef in 1600-01 of the Baglana

; regron (area comprrsmg Iargety of Dangs and the Khandesh regron) was -
granted the, mansab of 30008.. Though there were petty resrstances also
by the tnbat chrefs on a targer scate the retatron between the state and

the tnbes remamed cordrat

» However the srtuatron altered consrderabty dunng the British period. The
o foltowrng passage exphomy narrates the tate of smatt farmers and the
"+ tribals durmg the Bntrsh Ra; o N

“In. the otden days’ smalt landhotders who coutd not
. subsist on cultivation alone, use to eat wild fruits like
- figs. and jamun and sell: the Ieaves and flowers of the

~forest and the Mahowa tree They coutd also depend
~on, the village grazmg ground to mamtam .one or two
,jcows and two to four goats, thereby living happlly in
v(,therrrown ancestrat vrttages However the cunning
‘s:European employers of our’ motherty government
J:have used their, forelgn bralns to erect a great
o superstructure called the ‘Forest Department’ With all
-the hills and undulatmg lands! as atso the fallow lands.
" and grazing grounds brought under the control of the
- forest department ‘the Itlvestock of the poor farmers ‘

8 Ahsan Raza Khan, Chr'eftains in the Mughal Empire, during the reign of Akbar.
Indian Institute of Advancéd Studies, Shimla, 1977, pg.89.
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does not even have a ptace to breath anywhere on
the surface of the earth”

tnterventions of the Colonial State

British colonial Forestry in the second half of the nineteenth century
inherited- along wrth the forest management ethos the contmentat attitude
to other forest resource users Foresters in India and the rest of thek
emplre dunng this penod were hke therr contlnental ancestors in that they
“held a clear. bxas against such communrtres whom they vrewed as
;tgnorant envrronmental profligate’ and wasteful’o The colonial state in
*’order to def ne the- forests for the purpose of screntrt’ ic management _'
Edewsed a system of curtalhng tradrtxonal and customary rights of the forest:
fdwetlers ThIS m tlme developed a sub drscrphne of forestry—forest law.
';So the tmport of the contmentat forest management in the British Empire
;resutted in: Lew:s Munfords termmology, in the mtroductron of an .
;:authontanan technrque m the reatm of forests . This bias of the colonial
‘ftforesters stemmed from thelr perceptlon that the ctarms of the tocal people
_f‘were megltrmate because of thelr screntrflc and technological
"'backwardness Surpnsrngty this attltude of Judgmg commumtles on .the
bases of thetr screntrt” ic and technologrcal prowess at least in the realm of
éforestry was developed far away from therr ﬁrst human contacts in the
gcotonxes | ' T

§The hlstory of the Forest Department has been the hrstory of the'
fdlsplacement of the margmalrzed sectron of the socrety Dunng the pre
British_era, the tnbat and the forest dwetlers were autonomous in their
?terntory, though they were subjected to the pressures of the agranan

L Quote by Jyoti Rao Phulae, a soouat reformer in the 19" century, 1881, in Thls

- flssured Land, pg:146° 4
'° Modernising nature, pg.104

o +> ibid, pg.104-05

’ tbld pg.105
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civilization from time to time. During the late 18", 19" and the 20"
centuries there. 'is a gradual erosion of their autonomy, which finally
“resulted in their complete marginalization from ‘their territories. Earlier
‘being marginalized from: the mainstream society did not disrupt the
. -relationship they shared with the forests, the latter providing them - vvith
' food fuel fodder medrcmes and shelter. It was only after the forests were
" ‘commercialized, and trmber became a commodlty, the English to ensurea -
targer and the maxrmum share of beneﬂts created a ‘Forest Department’
demarcatlng them as reserved’ and protected’ areas thereby depriving
the forest communrtres ot' their nghts whrch the tatter had enjoyed smce‘

v .the earhest tlmes

- During- 'the colonial period, ernerged a perceptibte change in the tribal- :
state-forest retatlonshrp Durrng the earty and formatrve years of their rule,

- the Bntlsh were qurck to recognrze the srgmﬂcance of the tribal chiefs in an

attempt to. estabhsh thelr rule. Vanous agencres ‘were set up (one such
‘ agency was set. up in the Dangs by James Outram) m the trrbal areas for

B - opening commumcatron bundlng of roads and rallways for exploiting

jungles whrch led to development of the market economy. The forests
were brought under the vanous forest Acts and thus began the process of

, :drrnmrshmg the nghts of the tnbal peopte m the forests The English in
" their effort to secure the nghts over forests t" rst honoured the tnbal chiefs
: : 'wrth robes and then graduatly :sotated them from the forests:; Firstly, the i
‘_ Iand rn the tribal area was. mcorporated mto the system of land tenure. The
" tribal- regrons rn Brhar Bengal and eastern parts of the Central Provinces
belonged to the Zammdarr system whereas those in Bombay, Gujarat and
the western parts of the Central Provmces were under the Ryotwan
system One srgnmcant feature of this penod was the breakdown of the
‘communal mode of productron (huntmg, gathenng, slash and burn
-Icuttrvatron coltectlve tabour) and the’ mtroductron of private owrrershrp of
fand. To facmtate the commercnal explortatlon of forests, ‘swidden’ (shifting)
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cultivation was banned and the concept of agricultural season and new
crops - were introduced in the tribal land. This gradually led to the‘
'emergence of peasant system and the rnﬂttratron of tribal economy by the

market. By the process of p}e‘asantrsatron , @ social change was also-seen
in the tribal society. The tribes were brought closer to the peasant class,
whlch mdrcated therr upward mobrlrty in the caste hrerarchy, thus the

14 Besrdes various social and

begmnmg of the process of ‘Sanskntrsatron
rehgrous movements amongst the tnbats atso upheld this process of
upward moblhty One such exemple was. the Devz movement, whrch had
spread amongst the tnbal areas of Bhrls in the Dangs and the- surroundmg

regions.. .

‘ Trlbal people in Gujarat i
The trrbal populatlon of Westem tndra is - mostly concentrated around
Vlndhyanchal Satpura and Khandesh regrons ln South GUjarat the tribal
: 'v populatron IS malnly concentrated in: the Dangs Valsad and Surat and In
" Central Gurarat they resnde in the talukas of Chotta Udepur (a part of the -
Rewakantha Agency) and Sankheda (srtuated on the right bank of the

river Orsang) %

e South Gu;arat compnsmg of Bharuch (hrlls of Rajplpla) Surat Navsari,
3 Dangs and Valsad in the 19" and the early 20th centunes were_thickly
}‘f forested wrth troprcal dry and moxst demduous forests The thick forests
. ‘"and Hills made the region to be known as ‘Rempradesh’16 Under the

1

3 This word has been used by K.S. Smgh in hrs vanous books and articles dealing with -
" the movements of the tribes. The word pesanttsatcon means the inclusion of more

" peopleiinto the fold.of agriculture.

. " Sanskritization is:a process by which: lower Hrndu caste or the tribal group tries

to change their. customns, rituals, habits and’ a: way of life in’ the direction of high
castes. They do this to elevate their social posttron in the caste hierarchy.

13 Gazetteer of India, Gujarat State Gazetteers Vadodara drstnct Ahemadabad 1979

9

P“ In the Gu;aratl dsatectrcs ‘Rani’ means ;ungles or forests therefore the region
was known as Rampradesh’ meaning, a. regron of forest dwell ers.
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official category of scheduled tribes/ adivasis in South and Central Gujarat

are: | | | | |

+ Bhils, further subdivided into Bhil Garaéia, Dholi ;Bhi!,iDangi Bhil,
Dungﬁ Garasia, Mewari Bhil, Rawat B.hil,‘tadavi Bhil, Bhagalia,
Pawara, Vasava, Vasave and Bhilala;

« Dhodia, |

'« Dublas (Talavia, Halpati),

e  Gamit (Gamta, Gavit,-Ma\rc.hi, Padvi),

. Kokna (Kukna, Kokari),

e Kunbis,

"o I\Ilaikdaz o
«  Pardhi,
e Varlis,

Vitolia (Barodia)"’.

17S.C. Bhatt, The Encyclopeadic District Gazetteer of india, Western zone, vol.7,
New Delhi, Gyan publishing house, 1997, pg.204
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Table IVA
Tribal Population of Gujarat- 2001."

Sr.No. | Districts % Of Tribal Population
11 Dangs 93.96
2 Valsad | 54.35
3 Panchmahals . |47.19
3 Bharuch T {4553
5 Surat 36.05
6 Vadodara 26.60 .
7 Sabarkantha 18.41
8 Kachchh ‘ - 16.95
9 Banaskantha 6.91
10 Gandhinagar 1.37
11 Kheda 149
12 Ahemadabad 0.89
13 Surendranagar - 10.78
14 Jamnagar 0.46
18 - Junagadh - | 0.46
16 Mehsana 0.37
A7 Rajkot 7 0.19
18 Amreli » 0.16

'® Deepa Gavli and Diviakar Sharma. Traditional knowledge and biodiversity
conservation in Gujarat, Indian journal of Traditional Knowledge, Vol. 3(1), Jan.
2004, pg.52 )

1
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TableiVB
The talukas dominated by tribal population in the 19" century

‘Gujarat":

Name Of Agency Talukas No on Map

Mahikantha Agency Danta 1
Khedbrahma 2
Vijayanagar 3
Bhiloda 4
Megharaj 5

Rewakantha Agency Santrampur 6
Limkheda 9
Dhanpur 11
Devgadbaria 12
Chota Udepur 14
Nandod 18
Jhagadia 19
Dediapada 20
Valiya 38
Sagpara 24

PanchMahal District Fatepur
Jhalod
Dahod 10

Surat district Mandavi 22
Bardoli 27

' Map Adapted from, -

+ Beena Sengar, Role of Gandhians and social transformation of Guijarat
tribes (1920-60), Unpublished PhD thesis, The Maharaja Sayaji Rao
University of Baroda, pg.66.

e Tribal Atlas of India, Jaipur, 1994, pp.36-37. .

o Dr. Aruna Awasthi, Survey of Tribal Movement in Gujarat: 1820-1947, paper
presented in seminar on ‘The participation of common people in the freedom
movement (1857-1947), Bhopal, Nov. 2006. p1.
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Valod 28
Valsad 34
Pardi 35
Umbergaon 36
Nizar 25
Surat State Agency Vansda 32
Dharampur 37
Areas under Baroda | Mangrol 21
state
Songadh 23
Vyara 29
Mahuva 30
Samkheda 15
Jambugam 13
Naswadi 16
Tilakwada 17
Billimora 31
Dangs (British 1830) The Dangs 33

(See map IVA)

It is important now to discuss various prominent tribal people that had
resided in the forests Gujarat during the British rule and their relationship

with nature.

BHILS: They were the largest tribal group residing in South Guijarat.
According to the 1901 census they were 511,982 in numbers. Regarding
their dialect, the Khandesh district Gazetteer published in 1880 contains

the following observations®

2 M. Campbell, Gazetteer of the Bombay Presidency, vol.Xll, Khandesh, 1980,

pg.84
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“Except among some of the wilder hill tribes, who
* perhaps are improperly ranked among Bhils, the Bhils
have no trace of a language different from that of the
country where they are settled. - According to
geographical positions, Bhils speak the cognate
dialects~ of Marathi;, Gujarati, Rangdi, Mevadi,
Nar_madi and Rajput’ani".. ' ) ’

The chref of the Bhils IS known as- ‘Gamrt’ or ‘Patel’ The Panchayat
‘ (council of five) advrsed the chrefs when consulted and also decrdes all
_matters relatmg to the' cases of thefts marriage dlsputes and land
dtsputes and altercatrons etc among the Bhils:

The Bhrts were anrmrsts (worshlppmg the forces of nature, trees and
- animals). They worshrp Vagh Deva, (trger God) Nimaji Dev (plant God),

"Dungtlrya Deo (mountam God) etc Other minor deities worshlpped by
them are’ Kah Hathx Pava '‘Gviva Deva Shalupanda etc. Female. deities"
are atso worshrpped by them In generat their places of worship include
,some trees consecrated by a few tong stones set up on a mud terraces
built round the roots and’ some of therr most sacred rmages are, are -
enc!osed m open shades They beheve in witchcraft, and demonlcal
L mﬂuence Therefore the Bhrls shared a symbnotrc relatronshrp with nature '
, '-attached to ammats trees .in whole nature helped in conservatron and
- therr mlmmal use m the fulf I(mg of the basxc needs (not greed)

i
i !

The: fo!towmg excerpt e!rcxts a’ contemptuous attitude of the colomahsts

o towards the Bht!s"‘1

“Bhlis are rareiy met except in the retinues of the
,chlefs They .are ugly and. stunted, very black, wild
and. almost naked. Living hke Kunbis in cone shaped
huts made of- tree boughs, they burn them on the
slaghtest mlshap, and seldom stay in one ptace for

! jbid, pg.85
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more than a fortnight. Though nominally Hindus, they -

- know very little- of the Brahamanical religion, and,
unless he is a beggar, hold a Brahmin in no particular
respect. Hanuman, the monkey God, is occasionally
seen.in their villages. But their chief object of worship
is the boundary God, Simaria Dev, the snake God,
“and the tiger God- Wagh Dev, in whom they-say, the

. souls - of their - ancestors become incarnate. They

. believe in omens and greatly dread the power of
“witches and of the evil eye. Considering the member

... of a:chiefs family, they hold all the labour, except
- fieldwork, a degrading work. They neither work as
e woodcutters nor pilfer wood. But during the rains, they

~ meet near Kunbi villages and hire themselves as field . -
'Iabourers receiving payments in grains. Polygamy,
though allowed; is praticed by the chiefs only, some of
whom have a dozen wives. Except that they are more =
mdustnous ‘making bamboo baskets and mats, the
varlis are much the same as Bhils.

-+ They ‘speak aimixture. of Gujarati, Hindustani and

P Marath/ ef WhICh GUJafatf is a chief e/ement "

o The ftrst few hnes (m ttahcs) show the colomal attitude towards the native

“tribes. The Enghsh always beheved the nattves as the noble savages who
accordsng to them need to be reformed in: thelr habits. and manners The

._ tast three hnes of the above quotatron (m ttahcs) show the relative
i ‘ adaptabmty and the necess;ty of the trlbal people as they were proﬂment in

ﬁ'.three ianguages | '
The Vasavas form no separate castes but itis a sub division of the Bhils.
g They are found pnmanly m the Vadodara dtstnct Their main’ occupatlon is
cultwatlon where they work as agncultural fabourers. They mainly worshlp
N Lordthva o R '

' The Kunb/s Accordlng to the Khandesh Gazetteelzz ‘

“Kunbis are weak and miserable lookmg Every man carries
a sickle. shaped knife fastened to' a string tied round his
' waxst Their cone shaped huts have wattled walls and Toofs

© 2 jbid, pp.600-601
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thatched with bundles of hay. They supplement the scanty
crops of coarse rice and nagli by fruit and produce of their

. bow and arrows. They are excessively fond of moha spirits
and from their scanty food and drinking habits, are subjected

to chest and Iung complaints. As a rule, they are extremely

. shy and timid, but civil and obliging. They are only half
‘settled: A death ‘an outbreak of cattle disease, or the
working .of.a wrtch is enough to drive them -away from their .
huts , V '

. The Kunbis‘ though inferior vt‘o the Bhils in the soctal hierarchy, are now
economlcally better off. They have adopted new tools and better
techmques of agncutture under the :mpact of the.community development

’,programme What is astomshsng is that though they attend Bhtls_

. ) marnages they do not dme thh them and even do. not drink water from .

| the Bhll S ptace

'Dublas The Dublas numberlng 100 775 m 1901 were found chleﬂy in
Bharuch Surat and Valsad dlstrlct They are ‘classed among the Kaliparaj

. re dark races a common term used forthe trrbals in Gujarat.

- They clalm to be a race of the Rajputs and try to show their trneage to the

- Rathods They are; pnmarrly anrmlsts and beheve in w1tchcraft sorcery and

- magrc They worshxp the tmages of therr ancestors prepared of ‘the

-sandalwood catled khatruns They are drvrded into vanous subgroups like

' 'Kathodtas Talavras etc.

' Varlrs Accordmg to Dr Wrtson ‘Varhs mean uplanders the name given in

" ‘the otder tlmes to denote the resadents of Varatat the sixth of the seventh =

Konkans 24; The northern part of konkan was known as ‘varalat’ because -
- Varlls orrgmally trved there Many Vartrs in Gu;arat claim that their original

o ;home. ss m Ramnagar (Dharampur) or nagar Haveli-a union territory. Varlis

. .

2 Gazeteer of the Gujalr:at‘State.‘ Dan_gs district, Ahemadabad, 1971, pg.173
* K.J. Save The Warlis, New Delhi,- 1945, pg.5
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are supposed: to be a subdivision of the Bhils,® since ‘they have many
traits regarding their culture, religion etc. cornmon with them. Their religion’
is animistic, as it is based on the spirit worship 'though they also follow
~ Hindu pattem of worshlp They do not nurture any respect for a'Brahmin
~ and do not subscribe to any sacred books "

- DhodiaS' Accordmg to Enthoven Dhodlas numbenng 94,381 in 1901
" were chrefly settled in Surat Thane and southern parts of Gujarat. The

- :t: Dhodias are a part of the Baroda State too and according to Baroda State

~ ::"Gazetteer “Dhodla isa pnmrtlve tnbe found m the Navsari district’.

n 26

. (E:They are ammlstlc in rellgron and therr mam deities of worshlp are Behram
Dev, Irla Dev Moolr Mata Kakabalra etc These deities are worshlpped
x;'so that they may protect thelr followers from the evil influence of the
‘f?wrtches ghosts smallpox cholera and other such epldemlc diseases.

“In most of the Dhodla vrllages sthe post of headman or Naik is hereditary,
»and socral drsputes are‘ decrded by the tribal meetings. Breaches of rule
:Z are punlshed by payments or expulsron from the tribes.
‘ thalkdas They are one of the |mportant tnbes of Gujarat. They are found

'A'chleﬂy |n Baroda Surat and Bharuch dlstnct According to the British .
'sources Nalkdas and savager cruelty were synonymous (just because
| they revolted agamst the unjust polrmes of the British?). In 1826, they were

. ;S,sald to exceed the Bhrls |n therr predatory and lawless habits, in their
i cruelty, blood thlrstrness and ln'e of mdependence and in total disregard of
.. all the customs and usage of the, socral life”. 7" In 1868, they were stirred
:"up to rebetllon by one of‘ thelr holy men or the Bhagats. What i is important
" tobe notrced |s that m thrs tnbe women occupy a position of supenonty in

. Q !

.o
e T . e

.A 'l‘

* ® Gazetteer of the Gujarat State, Dangs drstnct pg. 173
% Baroda State Gazetteer, Ahemadabad, 1961; p.229
7 Gazetteer of the Panchmahals, 1981, pg.207
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“several aspects of social life of the communities 2 During marriages the
girls are given more freedom of opinion and the groom’s: family has to pay
a fixed price, before rnarrying her. T‘he: System of the residential son- in-
law is. another privilege of the N'ai‘k'da' women. Naikdas are generally
engaged in settled agriculture’ but somemay wander from place to place '
|n search of an employment dunng the fair weather In ralny season they

generally perform agncultural labour

Rathwas Rathwas are one of the leadlng trlbe of the Vadodara district.
~ As they call themselves Kolls they are Known as the Rathwa Kolis. They
. are malnly found in Chotta Udepur Each Rathwa vnlage has its headman

o known as patel or pu;an who deals wrth atl matters of village.

’ _The Rathwa tribe l:ves mamly near the nver and forest sources. The palm
trees are ‘most respected as lt IS a resourceful tree for the Rathwas. Their )

.+ main occupatron is agrlculture and: the most rmportant economic actrvrty

Lo besrdes agnculture is anrmal husbandry ‘The liquor preferred by them is

. Mahowa and toddy ThelrI rehglon is bas1cally ammrstlc

~From- the above descnptlon of the tnbes rt is clear that almost all the
: 'people belongmg to the. tnbesl are settled in the forests which are the chief
x provrder of food fodder, fuel and fiber to them Nature is the chief form of
worshlp. :;Many tnbals engage themselves in agriculture on a small scale,
entlrely depended upon the ralnfall Wthh ‘is the example of subsidiary-
and: subsastlng llvmg tn case of the faxlure of rainfall, they collect flowers,
fruits and woods and sell'them in the markets to earn their livelihood. This
is the! reason that forests are- extremely precaous and sacred to them. It
would be relevant here to throw some ‘light on the concept of ‘Sacred
Groves Sacred Groves are modes for protectlon of forest adopted by the
forest dwellers especratty by the tnbals ln other words, they can also be _
explamed as tradltlonal management ofvprotectlonv of forests.. Most tribal

* Gazetteer of the Viadodara district, 1979, pg.-199
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and rural - communities give evidence of ‘hotding' certatn patches of
forestland as special and thus not to be axed Most communities along the
west coast had some preserved forests. They were called Devaranya
l(God s Grove) in Maharashtra Nagaranya (serpent's Grove) in Karnataka,
‘and Serpakkadu (serpent mhabrted Jungte) in Kerata These were
consrdered sacred. As such, no sickle or axe could be used in-them. Only
frurts that coutd be ptucked or dry twigs that could be broken with one's
hands and‘ use dry. leaves and other materrat that had fallen down were
* used Thus sacred Groves are one example of the conservatron of nature.

When the forests are reserved by the government (for commercrat and

.mdustnal use and not for subsrstence economy) the worst affected are
" the trrbats ‘and smati peasants it: affects their economy, rehgron and

( !
culture or rather therr very exrstence

i

Bntrsh tned to garn control of the forests'm the Iate 19“‘ century through
the Acts of 1865 and 1878. In the very tnrtrat stages of the-British rule, in
 the 18" and the early 19" century commercrat exptortatron of forest
produce was targe!y restricted to commodrtxes such as pepper ‘cardamom
and’ rvory lt was the emergence of trmber as an' 1mportant commodlty that
led to a quahtatrve change in the. pattern of harvestrng and utilization of -
'forests Thus when’ the colonial state tned to assert its control over the
'woodtands earlrer controlted by the Iocal communrtres the rights of the
vpeopte were | frrst taken away and then comptetely .denied. The state
aggressrvely redefmed the property and the grazrng nghts adversely
affectmg the customary nghts of the tnbal people and the petty peasants
that’ had been in exrstence since the tlmex xmmemonat Dangs rs one such_
example whrch shows the comptete atteratlon of the utrhty forests and its

_ products from that of economic use to the rndustrrat use.

g .
e

' The Dangs consisted of a series of toothtttsj between the flat alluvial plains
of ‘South Gujarat and the high mountains of the Sahayadris. It was a



thickly forested ceuntry broken by deep ravines through' which the Rivers
Ambica, - Purna and Kapn Tivers . flowed rn a southwesterly direction
" towards Surat. 2 Due to the . thrck forests the -valleys were almost
§ rmpenetrable by the armies of the outsrde states. During the pre- ~colonial
period it was conquered by troops ,under, the command of James Qutram.
The entire Dangs‘Was' brought under the British rule with the chiefs bring
allowed a certatn degree of freedom so. long they abide by the rule of the
Brrtrsh Dang was a trrbal region. The major tribes were Bhils (sub divided
rnto)Rajas and belgyband— their relapves), Koknis and Varlis.

in 1872, the firstf;c:ensu‘s of the Dangs was taken in which 7,427 were Bhils
and 19,310 were Gavrts The Gavrts were: further divided into 6517
Konkans 2491 Varhs and 302 Gamits. ¥ By the mid 19™ century, the
- demand for trmber was rrsrng due to the i mcreasmg needs of the Navy and -
later the expansron of. the rarlways The forests of Centrat and South India
had ‘begun to show signs of. exhaustron Then attentron was turned
towards the forests of .Gujarat. The first forest Ieases were entered into
with, the trrbal chrefs rn 1842 (dlscussed in chapter 2) 466 villages were
leased for 16 years with the optlon of renewal for an annual subsidy of-
Rs. 11, 230.% The Bntrsh had made a huge deal’ with the minimum

, expendrtures SR

Before exploring the dissatisfaction of the tribes in. the Dangs, it is
necessary to anatyze some rmportant aspects of the Forest Acts of 1865
and 1878 whrch were instrumental i in curtailing the tnbal rrghts of vis-a-vis
the use of forests The frrst Forest Act was enacted i in. 1865 SO, that timber
could be procured for the rarlways without any major hassles from the
Indran forests Thrs Act though gave some powers to the Brrtlsh (it did not
alrenate the forest dwellers, tnbes and petty peasants from using the

By, V Karamchandani. The Dangs', Indian Forester, vol. 74, no.11, 1948, pg.375
* Census Report of the Bombay Presrdency, part I, 1872 Bombay pg 632
‘The Dangs', Indian Forester pg 376.
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forest produce freely. It was generatty felt by the British"that t‘h‘e Act of
1865 did not grve them enough control over the forests. At a forest
conference hetd ‘at Allahabad in 1873-74, the defects of the Act Vil of
1865 were drscussed in detart Mr. Hope clearty mentroned the primary
deficiency of the - bill in the Vice regat Council on 6" March 1878 as
fotlows ’ .

“It drew no distinction between the forests which -
‘required to be closely reserved, even at the cost of
more or less interference with private rights, and
-those which merely neededg'eneral control to prevent
improvident working. It also provided no procedure for

- enquiring into and settling the rights which it. so
'vaguely sdved, and gave no powers for regulating the

 exercise: of such rights without appropriating them. If

4 'oblrged you, in short, either'to take entirely or to let
‘atone entirely. On’ controt over ‘the private forests in

‘ ’genera! mterests of the community, it was absoiutety
srlent For duties;on timber, even those actually levied,
it gave no authonty Protectron for govemment forests,
SO rnteracted with private ones as ‘to be in chronic

‘ .danger of ptunder there was none”.

All the provxsron of the 1865 Act, except one pertammg to arrest, were
found defectrve Regardmg the Sectron 8, itwas sa|d33,

“tt grves one satrsfactory power in the Act, and must ’

‘be.maintained in a new law; arrest- wrthout warrant rs

absolutely essential”. .
The major drawback of the Act, felt by the English was. the extent of
controt over forests exercrsed by the State The 1865 Act provrded for the
- protectron of a forest onty after |t had been selected and declared a
‘ Government forest For an effective control, lt was' fett that they should.be
grven the power of dommatron over the entrre forests of the country. To
that effect .a new Act (Act VIl of 1878) was passed Thts Act provrded for

L

32 Forests of India, vol. Il, pg.469 ‘ ‘
33Ramarchandr&m Guha Forestry in British and Post British India, EPW pg. 1940
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the constitution of “Reserved” and protected” forests. ** Activities
. forbidden in these forests included the felling, - grrdhng, loppmg tappmg
and bummg of .trees and stripping them of- barks and leaves.* The
exctusron of fire and cattle from reserved forests ‘was seen as a pre-
reqursrte for successfut forest’ management Shrftmg cultivation was
restncted and it was now made a pnvrlege” (not the nght) which could be
exercised at the mercy of the settlement officer, who if he admitted its
' ~exercrse “wholly or in part” would then specify the extent of forest in which
it could’ be carned out.* Therefore the British on the pretext of the
screntuf’ c management of forests demed the right to the forest dwellers,
: trrbes and small peasants to earn therr livelihood threugh the selling of
forest produce Ajay Sakana terms this control of Enghsh on forests, as .
the desrccatlomst pohcy of the Bntrsh ’ He opines that it was an influential
' mtellectual posrtron,lpallmg for greater control over: all forests in colonral
temtorres I ;‘; ' ‘

- The, desrccatronrst Iobby was suocessful in settmg up forest departments
to run on therr pnncrples Ajay Sakarra further expands this term to

rmpenat desrccatlonlsm" ® - T

One area,. whlch the dessmatlomsts 'severely . condemned was the
practlce of the Shrftrng or Swidden Cultrvatlon (also known as rab, dhya
dalhr kumii and jhum |n the local Ianguages) The practrce of shrftmg
: agrrcutture was and has been an rntegral part of the. tribal way of life. It
refers to a practrce of clearmg a plot of: land by burnmg Then that piece of

B

** Forests of India, vol I, Pg. 470 ) '

35 NAI, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, Forests, no. 7 act of 1878, 1878,
Appendrx A, sectron 25 of the Act listed actrvrtzes banned in. the Reserved
Forests pg.16

¢ Forestry in British and st British India, pg.1941. o - -

¥ AjaySakaria, Timber Conservancy, Dessmatxomstlsm and Screntrﬁc Forestry,
The Dangs, 1840-1920. in Richard Grove (ed), Environmental History of South
and South East Asid, pg.596-601

3% ibid, pp.596-601
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land was cultivated. After few years of cultivation, the land is left fallow for
-about dozen of years so that it may regarn its fost fertrlrty and then the
~ ‘tribals move to another plot of land to begm with the same process of

cuttrvatron

ln the: Dangs. the Kokans Bhrls and Vartrs practiced the rab and the kumrr

'cultrvatron 3 The rab cuttrvatron practrced by the. konkans involved,

: 'burnmg a piece of land and then sowing of the seeds of nagli (a grain) or

rice. After the begrnmng of rams the tand was ploughed or worked with

; hoes. Weedrng was carrred out and the crop was harvested soon after the

‘ Monsoon After the soﬂ tended to become exhausted a fresh patch of

' land was sought T ‘

o The Bhrls and Varhs practrced kumyi or the dalhi cultlvatron whtch did not
; requrre ploughrng Seeds were dlrectly sown in the ashes of the land burnt.
» Brrtlsh consrdered thrs method of cultrvatlon unscrentrf c and unproductive. A

| When Hodgson submltted his proposals for the future management of the
Dangs he held that only 9% injury .to the forests was caused by fires
whereas 90% was caused by swidden cultrvatron 40 As a result, efforts
were made to disallow cultivation, in the reserved forests The area under

© the reserved forests was rncreased from 217 sq mrles in- 1902 to 331

square mrles m 1911 bnngrng more than half of the forests of the.Dangs
3 under the reserved category forests.*" ln addrtron to this, it was prohibited
for the Dangrs to cultrvate on a thrrd end half- of the protected forests
' treated as the reserved Thus the cuttrvated area of the Dangis was
' ,reduced by 2/3rd The' rmpact was that the cuttrvators were driven out of
nearly 300 vrttages 42 tt was becommg drfﬂcutt for the Dangrs to cultivate

i 2 §
- f’ L

39 Davrd Hardrman Power in_the forests: The Danqs 1820—1940 Suba!tem
Studies, vol VIli, 1984, pp. 95-96 ‘

0 Report on the future administration of the Dangs BA, Revenue Department

‘ sRD) 902, vol. 107, Com.949, pt. Il '
"'Report by Hodgson; 31% March 1910, BA, RD, 1911, vol. 120, Comp.636.

@ Ttmber Conservancv Dessicationism and Screntrfrc Forestry, pg.619
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on the protected forests since all the densely wooded fertlle patches
__required for khandad were taken into the reserve forest area. Khandad
‘cultivation - was thus not possrble wrthout openly defymg the forest
department '

The Konkavns"were able to earn'a- subsiSten_ce u\);ng, despite the fact that
© they had to pay'taxes' to their chiefs and also satisfy the demandrs of the
Bhils. Partlcxpatron in the kumri cultnvatron .of the Bhils and the Varlis
: P prov:ded them thh grams for only two to three months after the harvests |
! fi'and for the- rest of the year they depended on ‘other. sources of
L ;"subsmtence like fruits, mehowa flowers, grain; “from wild grasses and
: ir,varrous roots They also followed the practlce of setting fire to the tall

- grass fo dnve ammals out, so that they could be sighted and hunted for
E | food. By 1909 it was claxmed by’ the Bnttsh that the shifting had been
completely stopped and no one’ m the Dangs except. a few and
i destructsve Bhrls desxre to revert to thrs destructrve method “

i
' i N

-~

: -We fi nd that 3ust as the British ofr” crals began to cwtllze the ‘wild tribes’;
:,-‘i ' i‘the forest department took upon itself. to civilize the forests As has been
. .sard” colomal forestry was m many ways an rndustnal science...informed

) ;by the conceptxon of ratronal‘ use: of natural resources mtnns:c to
' ?mdustnal caprtalrsm” w“ ' '

- ~This cwlllzmg mlsswn of the colonial forestry was carned out* through:
4 . Guardmg the Dangs from i lncursnons of the merchants and

peasants from the Gaekwad temtones

L

o8 The Dangs. 1840-1920, pg.620 : ‘
4 Ramachandran .Guha, Scuentnﬁc Forestry’ and social Change EPW, vol 20
Nov. 1985 pg.1949
a3 Hybr:d Hlstones pg 200-205
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e Exclusion of the Dangis from the forests (chief motive of th.e
dessicationist environmentalism). -
e Protecting the tribes and forest from themselves (silvicultural
techniques). B o ‘
. R;ation'al and efficient (maximum) use of the Dangi timber.
e {P;utting an end'_to the Dangi oractices (lopoing and firing).
it was these principles, so called scientific management ‘of forest, which
’ transformed the wooded resources in many ways. Frrstly, in the absence .
‘ of frre grass became coarser and less surtable for grazmg, decrease in
) the productron of teak as’ the frre helped rn the germrnatron of hard- shelled
f teak seeds and denudatlon ln 'the 20"‘ century due. to the large scale .
l 'extractron of trmber for the commercral use It also led to ‘a shift from the
) _mosalc forests (woods of drfferent vanetres) to monoculture (one kind tree)
forests S ! |
- After the ban on the shrftmg cultrvatlon Engllsh turned therr attention to
| the regulatron and control of the Mahowa flowers Wthh was used for the
productron of the local llquor The idea of control on the supply of Mahowa
flowers was mrtrally proposed by the Charles Pntchard who ‘wanted to put
‘ an end to the |llegal drstlllatlon of quuor m Thane dlstrlct The officials
; throughout the Bombay Presrdency were agamst this proposal as the
ﬂowers werc‘a eaten by poor peasants and therr Ilvestock mostly in the
'summer months when the dally meals were hard to come by. A note on
‘ the lmportance of the Mahua tree and its, ﬁowers would be help in the |
’:. greater understandmg of the rntegrated and mterdepended life. of tribes

- and the forests

)
H
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lmportance of the MahowaTree and Flower to the tribal people- 4
Bassia latifolia-is a tree known as the mahua or mohwa in Northern India,
as mahuda and mawara in Western and Central lndla and as kaat-lllupa
lppe-chettu and cpr in Southern India.

~ The mahua tree is ~Valued::for its ftl’oWer’s, its fruits and k,ernel of its seeds
“and is of considerable economic importance to a large proportion of the
poorér classes of the population lt is 'a'large tree attaining a height of 40-
. 60 feet. The tree shed rts leaves gradually from February to April. The
| ﬂowers generally appear rmmedrately afterwards in March and April, and -
- are soon followed by the new leaf buds The flowers after a bloom of two
~ 'or three weeks begrn to fall The flowers are chrefly used in two ways, as
an artrcle of food and as a basrc rngredrent in the manufacture of local
liquor. e .
‘. The corollas are said- to form an. |mportant addltron to the food supply of
the poorer classes of some parts of the country in whrch the trees grows in
- abundance. The mahua flowers have proved to be a source of
«subsrstence in drre crrcumstances of crop farlures due to vagaries of
' nature The flowers are erther stored at home or sold in the bazaars They
can be eaten raw or cooked and often with: parched grain; seeds of the

o Sal trees; or leaves of the other edlble plants

The Assrstant Commrssroner of: the Balaghat «district of the Central
Provrnces reckoned that out of a total populatlon of 325,000 people,
about 10,000 people used mahua as food from June to Apnl In Awadh
the mahua is represented by far the most |mportant of the wild- 'vegetable
\' products prrzed by the: people for rts edrble ﬂowers as well as for its-fruits
and timber. The use of these flowers _m Bengal was confined to the forest -
 tribes of western tra'cts. Mr. Forbes,'refcorded*in‘his Settlement Report that

~

461 Liotard, Dept, of Revenue and Agriculture, Proceedrngs for August File no.1, Part B,
- National Archives of lndra 1882.
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in the Palamow subdivision of Lehardaya distrir:t had- 114,000 mahua

trees. Each tree ytelded about 2.5 maunds of dry flowers and this pro'duce

- apparentty fetchedtz annas 'p,er maund; thus r_epresenting of over 2 lakh
- of rupees'saved 'annualty to the people by the use of the flowers. |

In the Rewa Kantha state of Gurarat the flowers are a chref artrcle of food
~and drink for the poor Barsya and Udrpur tribes. In the summer season,
Awhen the Bhils are short of gram they eat borled mahua flowers mixed
with. a liftle corn flour The Bhrls and the Kolrs set so high a value of a tree,
that they are often the cause of btoody feuds. A bhrl woman looks on
mahua ﬂowers as her parent from whose kindness alone she can buy a
' pettlcoat or a piece of cloth ‘ ' ‘

In the ‘mahua and. graln seasons the trrbes barter mahua ﬂowers grain,
- gum Iac and honey etc m exchange for Iarge quantmes of cloth In the .
Palanpur state of Gu;arat mahua IS one of the ‘chief fruit trees. The

"-Narukot state m 1877 wrtnessed a very scanty ramfall which caused a _

: senous fallure of crops followed by a scarcrty of fodder and the death of a
“ A large number of cattle The d|stress was accentuated in the sprmg of 1878
by a poor mahuwa harvest ln July and August, excessrve rains washed
; away much of the grain; W|th stores almost. exhausted the people were

;:'reduced to great hunger feedlng on roots and forest Jproduce, thls_

4_'d|stressful condltlon contmued to. plague the tnbals up to April 1879 when

R § magnlt" cent mahua crop was reaped

In Surat the Bhlls are sard to eat the flowers and occasronally exchange it
, o for quuor ln Ahemdabad the ﬂower |s bonled wrth gram and the leaves of
- a creeper called dorr rt IS a favored delrcacy ‘

For the manufacture of liquor, drred flowers are sold by the gatherers at
vanous rates. erther to the vrllage drstrllers to the banias or exported to the
netghbourrng places The manufacture of llquor is.a long process The
dried flowers are lmmersed in water for four’ days then they are. fermented
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~ and the process of drstrtlatron begms The hquor produced from a smgle

drstrtlatron is extremety weak but second drstrltatron results in strong

quuor
It is ewdent from the above not that the Mahuwa flower has been an

extremely vital source of hvetrhood for the Adrvasrs

‘ f"? However the imperial dessicationists “probably inspired by Vic_:tor’ian
- morals, ‘were able to get their way and ‘The Mahowa Act' was passed in

December 1892.4 Initially it,was apphed only to the Thane and Kolaba
(Colaba) drstrrcts There - were demands by the Abkari department of
extendlng thrs Act to the Surat drstnct to curb the rise of illicit distillation.
The Act was extended to three southern talukas of South Gujarat, i.e.
Pardl Valsad and Chrkh as. accordmg to the government most cases of
rltegal drstrllatron were in these three areas.* Later in 1930 the Mahowa
Act was extended to the rest of Surat drstrrct The Mahowa Act granted

‘ one rehef to the small peasants and ‘the tribals. They coutd collect

Mahowa ﬂowers durrng the' perrod extendmg from Feb.15 to April 15 each
year At other times the storage and the settrng of mahowa flowers was to

R

be banned

Thrs pehcy took away from the adrvasrs the last mode of their subsistence.
tn 1843, the traffrc in the Mahowa ﬂowers was reported to be second only
to that of teak from the. Dangs. 49A forest officer Report dated. 10"1 April
1856 reafﬁrms the above observatron about the |mmense votume of trade

, rn the Mahowa flowers rn the Dangs 50 In the years of scarcrty mahowa
| - was a valuable food for both peasants and their cattle. The surplus was
; erther sold into the market or converted into liquor or sold '

S Excise Administration Report Bombay, 1892 93, pg.7 : N
,=‘ g David Hardiman, The Politics of Drinking in ‘South Gujarat, Subaltem Studies

-1V, ed. Ranjit Guha, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1985, pg.209

© *“'W.J. Morris to H.W. Reeves, 22 May, 1843, ‘NA/, FD, Pol. 24 Feb., 1844, 1- 10

~ power in the forests: The Dan ngs, pg. 98
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In the Dangs the'mahowa flowers trade was a principal source for earning
money, Which was used in purchasing of cloths and other necessities.’!
‘Now with the ban on the flowers, the English denied to the tribals an
.:: important‘ source of inoome as well as reduced their purchasing power.
Moreover the liquor made from the Mahowa ﬂowers had extremely low of
| alcohol content and tt was considered beneficial, as it was believed that it
. provided the brotection agatnst malaria, cholera and plague.52 Thus the
’ English in order to earn rna>_’<imum' profits were virtuatly”takving.away the
, source of daily livelihood from them. As already d‘_iscussed in chapter I,
~the matn "oocupation of the 'Da_ngis of selling the timber was systematically
B takefn‘faway by thei‘Brittsh“b‘y‘ acquiring the forests on leases.

Bntlsh foresters m the 19th and the 20th centuries were followmg scientific .
management of forests to them it was a practlcal and screntrfrc approach
for admrnrstermg the forests as a resource and creatmg profits. Tribal
socretres by contrast are based on knowledge about their forest.
envrronment that is gamed aﬁer hfelong expenence and is passed down
’ from generatlon to generatlon Scientific. management Iooks at profrt in the
terms ‘of cash only, while the tradltronal agncutture also values other
outputs such as fodder, medrcmes (extracted from varaous plants), and
edrbte weeds etc. This further hetped in. mamtammg varrous relatronships
ina commumty which was dependent on'the barter system For example
- +seed exchanges- between nomads and farmers use of varlous Ieaves of
| ‘ trees rn relrgrous ceremomes by the Brahmms etc Atl these helped rn
- »*sustarmng a social fabric teadmg towards a hohstro approach

The reservmg of Indras forests from 18608 and 18705 was. motivated
prlmanly by the concern:of preventmg ‘a vital ‘source - of government
‘ revenue used freely by the tnbat people. The protectron of the forests was

" -

3! jbid; pg. 98 : ' ‘
%2 The politics of drinking in South Gurarat Hardiman though also makes a note,
that this belief is not accepted in western medical theory. Pg.176
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oneasided, as 'it,'meant lisolating them from their original -users only,
whereas the colonial government freely exploited the forests to maximlze
their revenues or-_helpln expanstonof their tentacles of lmperiall‘sm— the
~ railways. The.government blamed deforestation on the tribal practice of
shifting c‘uttlvation‘ The Forest Services set up a system of forest guards
touring tribal areas to register ‘reserved forests and prevent the
unauthorized cuttlng of trees But there are mstances of forest officers ‘
allowing illegal cteanngof forests after receiving bribes. .

Shlftmg cultrvatron has afways been a debatable rssue Foresters had

- been grapplmg wrth sorl erosion and shifting cultivation i rn various degrees

since the onset ot forestry in the British Emplre but it was only in the late
K 1920s, the 1930sl and the 19403 that these rssues ‘blew up lnto major

i colonlal envrronmental crlsrs These issues were debated upon at the

: Emprre Forestry Conferences53hopmg to- determme an. effective. pan—
colonial strategy. J R Amslle a forest offlcer from Nigeria made an apt
distinction between shlftmg cultlvatlon and ‘real agnculture whereas the

3 former was cultlvatlon of ‘crops.on.a rotatlon of sorls the latter was the

954

. ‘cultivation on a, rotatron “of crops General vrew was that shifting

s cultivation was destructlve ‘and eventually led to' sonl erosron but it could

"I, not be completely banned for various polltlcal and socral reasons in certain

:' Afrrcan colonles Professor Troup agreed wrth AIl‘lSlle and R M White
(forest offlcer from Ceylon) and crtled the example of India. ln Bengal

L natural regeneratron of Sal the most rmportant tlmber tree hacl fa|led It

was belng grown only through artst" cial regeneration——that is wrth the aid of
‘ shrftmg culttvat:on Ultlmately it was resolved to accept controlled shifting
’ 51 cuttrvatlon as a part of srlvacultural system wrth ltttle modlﬁcatron -being
made: by varrous colonles dependmg upon the geographrcal ecologrcat

53 podernisig nature, pg. 172-179

% Ibid,, pg.172: R Ainslie ; Second Empire Forest Conference p 325

% As'quoted in Modemlsmg nature pg 175 Prof. RS Troup Second Emprre Forest
Conference, p. 333
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' and po litical demands Flnalty for India it was stated that- the existing laws
were adequate and that protection against shifting cultrvatton could be
'extended by reservrng land which ought to be maintained under forests. It
was also urged that forest villages should be formed for the practrce of
- controlled shrftrng cu!trvatron inside reserves as a silvicultural operation®.

Wrthm the above framework and analysis of the extension of the ban on

'- ‘shrftrng cuttrvatron in the tribal. regrons of South Gu;arat—~The Dangs

‘become relevant There are always differences in the opinions, but one
'thrng emerges very clearty, that the causes for the large-scale depletion lie
somewhere else In the. Dangr forests the land- human ratro was in the

' ’tavor of humans as the use of land was need based onty In the given

o scenano the trrbal people frequentty shrfted thelr cultlvatron fields are left

faltow for a dozen of years atlowmg the undergrowth to recuperate before

o “berng cleared agern, SO %th_e forests ‘are always reclaiming what the

" humans have cleared. The tribal farming is based on sowing several kinds
“of g‘rairrs and one. major crop ina clearin'g, the perceptible reason being

' 'many. species berng grown together there is less expenditure on pest

S control and dueito the- consumptron of many crops and semi wild species

:there is greater nutntlonal securrty Where the pressure on the land

e grows ‘the: rotatron cycle. gets shorter, and thus arise a tendency to create

f,freld by permanentty cIearrng the forests Therefore the causes of
deforestatron lie, outsrde the tribal socrety, a pressure to generate an
economic surptus from’ the forest that began or was hugely intensified,

o durmg the Bntrsh rule. Shrftrng cultivation evolved as a frame of tand use

to crrcumvent major probiems of troprcal agrrculture like soil erosron low
nutrrent status and pest pressures It is a brief penod of utilization, small
,;srze of the p!ots and far reachmg preservatton of the orrgxnal surface

o ﬂroughness and sorl ,t'exltu,re due to residual tree stumps absence of

LT

. g quoted in modernlzmg nature, p 178; Report of the Committee on Shrftr
. Cultrvatron p410
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Ieveling, etc. which prevent intensive erosion."’_7 Many tropica!, forestsin
- the South and South East Asia owe their existence, and make up, at least
in part, to shifting cultivation.?® The forest department's attempts to so cal
: ‘presewe’. the forests by forbiddi'ngﬁ and restricting the tribals’ customary
cutting - of treesdhas had . eftect on the latter. Adi\rasis reacted to the
,restnctrons on their customary rrghts by cutting whatever they could- even
- the trees whrch they would otherwrse conserve for religious or ‘ecological
. reasone In order to defy the forest regulators the Dangis villagers would
beat: the forest -guards and abandon their fields for -pursuing shifting
E cultrvat;on % The Amla Raja even threatened to fine cultivators Rs.5 each
»: rf they teft the reserves as the forest department had ordered. °

-Besides shrftmg cultlvatron vanous other activities of the tribal people
Were put» under the scanner suoh as settmg fire to the undergrowth and
h the tall- grass for huntmg small games Hares were smoked out of their
» .' holes or trapped m nets. At trmes t‘ sh and birds were also a part of their
diet on’ a subsrstence tevel 5‘ From December 1893 onwards, the Dangis -
were aliowed to hunt fish collect mahua and smoke rats out of their holes
~in the réeserves The forest department re-imposed restrictions in
' December 1906, whereby settrng fire to the grass under the mahud trees,
: smokmg out of rats squrrrels and krlhng of parrots and other games were
‘ ‘Eprohrbrted 62 Huntmg is an mtegral part of the tribal way of life. It supplies
-them wrth vital source of nutrrents in; thelr diet. On the other hand, huntrng

' 'was a hobby of the coiomai otfrcers _
‘ Reserved forests were also ca!ted ‘Game reserves’ as huntmg was the
jVt" irst reason for’ reservrng them One has to remember that forest
]r

STMLD. Subhash Charidra, Shrftmq Cultivation, Sacred Groves and conflicts in
colonial ‘Forest policy in Western Ghats, in chhard Grove (ed.) in Environmental

. History of South and.South East Asra pg 675 A

- %% ibid, pg.675 . _

" :®.Hybrid Histories, pg.217

5 ibid, pg.217

¢ Power'in the forests; pg. 97 '

% Hodgsonto Coll. Surat 22 Dec. 1906 BA, RD, 1907, vol.126, Bombay, 1880
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" management in ‘mainland Britain was stuck> in. tradition. For the landed

" classes, the principal cultura[’signiﬁcance of the for_ests lay in the fact that

_they provided for game, espe’cially foxes and birds.  Although the

- commoners were, in theory, allowed to graze their animals on the forest
V Aﬂoors,l but in practice, it was laden .vvith conflict and tension. Customary

,rights'we're often denied“ by the landlords to maintain their exclusive

.' pnvrleges for recreation and sport Moreover from the erghteen century

onwards encroachments in the .woodlands were met by severe

j punlshments '
~ This attitude it seems was rmported and mtegrated in the forest pohcy in

: colonial tndra— Most foresters rn Indra were also great shrkarrs Therr Iove

- of games brought them rn conﬂlct wrth the tribals. For example, in the

f Dangs the huntrng of the trger by the Enghsh caused much distress, as
) the animal was revered as Vagh Dev The Dangis did their best to avoid

" being mvolved rn such a slaughter 6 The forest dwellers disliked the task

of beatrng the bush to: drrve wrtd ammals towards the guns of the wild

- hunter for the sake of en;oyment & Here we, find the nuances of cultural
. dlfferences A clash between two civilizations: one which seeks
i'domrnatron over, the natural world as a right and as a manifestation of

Darwinism; and the other whrch revered the nature while consrdermg itself

f as a part of nature as opposed to above it. Thus, when the rrghts of the

mdlgenous populatron are encroached upon by the foreign band of people
L and thelr cultural and relrgrous settlements trampted upon the only optron

* left wrth them rs to manrfest thelr anger through an uprising.

, ', 63 Modem:smg nature pad 08- 109

8 K Thomas, Man and the Natural Won'd Changmg Aftitudes in England 1500-1 800,

" Penguin, London, 1983, pp 198:211
6 Gazetteer of the Bombay Presrdency Vot Xlt pg. 103 & pg. 600 -

% power in the Dang , PQ. 119
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CIassrﬂcatlon of the tribal movement
'A well-known hlstonan K.S. Smgh has categonzed the tnba! movements

_into three phases:®’

Phase 1 (1795-1860): The first phase belongs to the period of
the rise, expansion and establi'shment of the British Empire. It

~ was the penod of vanous resrstance movements, like the

Uprising of . Chero zamlndars disturbances in Chotanagpur
(1820) and the- resrstance of the Gonds in 1819 and 1842, etc

"Phase’ 2 (1860 1920) comcrdes with the intensive phase of
colomahsm when tnbai socrettes were deeply penetrated by the

t *market economy, peasantlsatlon abolition of their rights in the :
o ,forests transfer of fand to the non tribal people and the

_:lnflitrataon of thelr economy by usurers and moneylenders. This

phase ' wrtnessed vartous socxo reixgtous movements amongst

the trlbals Some major revolts were of Bersa Munda amongst

the Munda_s (1869,95), Santha] insurrection and the Kharwar
movement (1871780) etc. To txh’i'sffperiod also belonged the Devi

.‘Movement in Sooth’Gujarat 'a‘rx‘i Vuprising againsf usurers in the

I lPanchmahals and the revolt of the Bhils in the Dangs. - _

: Phase 3 (1920—47) this penod marks the rise -of secular,

‘ polltrcal and natlonallst uprlsmg combmed with Forest Satyagrah,

dommated pamcularly by the Gandhian ldeologxes and

- 'pnncrples Dunng this phase we see the par’ucrpatlon of the

U tribes in. the naponal and the agrgrran movements.

| would now present a bnef survey of the tnbal movements that took place

. in vanous parts of GUJarat

N~ v ' . s

Lo K.S. Smgh Presrdentral Address ‘Colonial Transformatlon of the Tribal Socretv

in Middle india’, proceedmgs of !ndfan Hlstory Corigress, 38" Session, 1997, pp.

- 373-397
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Infiltration of the Tribal Economy by the Sahukars and the resultant
| -action by the Bhils | . '
-'Though, this moVement took place in a geographica! area outside the area
of my work, | feel it would be apt to throw some light on it, so as to
}understand'the larger picture. The Panchmabhals, in Eastern Gujarat, it
 witnessed the dlssatrsfactron of the Bhr!s against the monetary policies of
the moneylenders Thrs drsturbance pornts towards a general pattern of
the exploitation of the tribal comrnunrtres, on an all India level.

The Panchmahals is in Eastern Gu;arat iymg between 73 15’ and 74 30"
eastern: longrtude -and 20 30’ and 23 30’ northern latitude. it is called
| -Panchmaha!s because it ongmal!y consrsted of five mahals VIZ Godbhra,
Kalol, Halol Dahod and Jhalod From 1853, it was under the British
occupatron Panchmaha!s has been famous for its forests and teak
(Tectona grandrs) accounts for 70% of the tota! wood.

' ln the Easrern Gujarat the’Adi\rasis are mostly. concentrated in the three
towns “of Dahod Jhalod and erbdr (See map 1VB). The majority of the
adrvasrs were Bhr!s (64%) followed by Labanas and Patelians. By the
 late 19th century the. Bhrls of Eastern Mahals had given up Swidden
B agnculture ‘and had taken to settied agncutture They grew maize on a
large scale durmg the ramy season .as it was the staple food of the area.
2 n 1877—78 42% of the’ cultrvated area was under maize,®® while 8% of the
‘cultrvated area was under rice. 6 The Bhrls since many generations were

engaged m farmmg, they had acqurred good knowledge about, the nature

of crop and its effects on the sorl They had worked out some kind. of a |

. Ifcrop rotatlon- af’rer the harvestmg of maize and rice, the soil still had

‘ 'enough| morsture and nutnents for growmg gram-chana dal and wheat. Till -

N

= f1878 poppy was grown as a commercra! crop. lts juice was extracted

" % Gazetteer Bombay Presidency, Ka/ra and Panchmahals, 1879 pg. 300
% ibid, pg. 302
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dried and the opium prepared, which was handed over to the ‘sahukars’
_ (money tenders), who ‘mostly exported it to Baroda and Bombay. "
- "Cultivation of opium was banned by the government; by the Abkari Act of
-7 1878. The Bhils in the oﬁ‘-season'were' engaged primarily in the cutting

. and selling of wood be’sides coltecting gum and lac from the forests.

~ *They- f'urther, ,collected -mahua ﬂowers, most of which were sold to:the |
. money Ienders "who in turn ;sold them either to the liquor distilleries or
| exported to South Gu;arat (Surat by this time had emerged as one of the
i brggest town |n manufacturrng hquor) or Bombay '
Given the subsrstence nature of: the occupatron of the Bhils, they had no '
' , regular earnmgs and. consequently hardty any savmgs It is here that they
'came into. a controversral relatronshrp with a sahukar, as they . were
Y dependent upon the tatterrfor the advance payments to buy seeds during
the ttme of sowmg and food grams when ‘the crops failed. As soon as
xcrops were harvested by the Bhrts the Sahukars would set out to the Bhil
"',vrttages with the empty but!ock carts The norma! terms of borrowings -
- were that one-and a half trmes the amount of grain advanced durmg the
:;precedrng months to be- repard at the hawest times. According to a report

-+ of 1878 the peasants generally handed over half their crop of maize to
. moneytenders at the trme Another report of 1881, estimated that three-

;'i fifths of the crop went to the. Sahukar "2 Each Sahukar had a Bhil in a-
:5_‘ monopolrstrc retatronshlp and the latter could not approach any other

iy ,moneytender : o .

' Y, Sahukar took ful! advantage of ﬂuctuatrons in prices, advancmg leans on
agrrcultural produce when the prrces were high and demanding the

-

™ ibid, pp. 233234 - ‘ :
. " David 'Hardiman, The Bhils and sahukars of Eastem Guijarat, Subaltern

© | Studies, vol V, pg.11 '
" " Jhalod taluka Settlement Report, 1881 pg 13
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payments back when the prices were tow Thus the debts of the peasants
kept on muttlplyrng Often the son inherited the debts of his father. The -
'Bhrls also borrowed large sums of money for marriages and for memonal
services to the dead, which later became extremely diffi cult for them to
pay back. The sahukar not only gave "the loans to the Bhils, but 'he also

Cp paid government taxes on therr behatf to the falatis when the latter left

their vmages for seasonal work, he paid. government taxes on their behalf
to the talatis. If a sahukar drd not do so, the land of Bhil ‘would be
| ) conﬂscated and hrs debts would remarn unpard resulting in the loss of
money fo the moneytender .

_ The year 1899 was a penod of famme in Gu;arat Wrth the farlure of the
| kharif crops the urban seths refused the credrt to the sahukars who in turn
h refused the same to the. Bhlls ‘As a result to make the two ends meet, the
'Bhrls went rnto the forest to cut the wood to. sell itin the market. But as
- markets were over!oaded wrth wood they had to drspose their wood at the
- mtnrmum prrces Further many of them were detained by the forest guards :
~ for rllegally felllng of trees and breakrng the forest regulations.”™ At the
. same time merchants and the grain dealers decided to make greater profit
by exportmg grain-to other parts of western India besrdes hoardmg Thrs
created food cnsrs for the'Bhrts
IBhils 'approac‘:hed' to the mamlatda‘r with their grievances of their .
vharassment by the sahukars and the forest officers. They also demanded
the nght to fetl and sell wood freely dunng the famrne The comptamts
were rgnored Further when the Bhils were going back they were insulted
by a Bohra ThIS enraged the - Bhils and they resorted to violence. They . -
also looted -the graln shop Iootrng of the grarn shops, first in Jhalod and
_ then in Valod, and Santrampur On September 12, 1899, troops were .

i

- Administrative Reports of the Forest Department in Bombay Presrdency

S mcludmg Sind, for the year 1899- 1900 Bombay, 1901, pp.8-9 .
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called in to handle the . situatlon The -Bhils avoided -confrontation by
“keeping away from the main routes of commumcahon In-the mean time,
~there was scanty to average rains, (76 mm falling between 9 -16
September), which encouraged the Adivasis to go back and start
“cultivation.™ It is to be taken into account that the Adivasis violence was
conflned to lootmg No. smgle member of the dominant class was killed,
~and in the clashes, all thef nine fatalities were of Bhils. According to David
- Hardrman what provoked the Bhils mto uprising was not only the fact that
o the Sahukars had refused to advance loan to them, but also that they
. were. hoardmg the: gram to export it for. greater profits.” The rights of the .
- Bhils to supplement therr lrvellhood from the forests was also taken away
systematrcally, whrch was a general pattem emerging in India at this time.
The Bhrls aim was clear— to take the gram from the sahukars, which they

were hoardrng

" Demands of Modem Economy versus Survwal of the Dangis

i _The condrtlons prevarllng m the Dangs has been drscussed ‘earlier in this

: _' chapter The entrre reglon was a bone of contention among the Bhils, the
Bntrsh and the Gaekwads because of its forest power. The English partly’
| due to; therr supenor negotratron skrlls and partly because of the xgnorance
of the Bhrls were able to secure the: entrre forest area of the Dangs on

- their own terms and condrtlons Forests were reserved and restrictions

‘were |mposed on shlftlng agnculture ban was imposed- on the collection
"and the sale of the Mahua ﬂowers and the trade of adivasis in the Dangs
. was stopped These condmons created ‘an environment, which could at

: any. trme lead to the'i rnsurgency from below These tensions were reﬂected

“in three major outbreaks between 1907.and 1913.7°

Iri:

.-

- ™ The Bhrls and Sahukars of Eastern Gularat pg. 41 (Hardiman however says
+ that the'rain proved rnsuﬁrcrent to produce any Crops)

. Pibid.pgd2 .
™ Hybrid Histories, pp.268-272; Power in the forests pp. 135-137
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In September 1907, when.the Patil of Ahwa died wtth:out leaving any direct
“adult male heir, ‘the son of the Raja of Amla came to his house and forcibly
took away two bullocks from his family.”” When the family of the deceased
E Patil comptamed, the Dewan along with reinforcements threatened them
. physically. As a result number of Bhils gathered with their bows and
' farrows' The Dewan fled and when ‘the Bhils could not find him, they
resorted to violence and started smashing the thmgs Later they attacked
‘ ;and plundered the houses of several Kokins. When the Raja of Amla
| ;'came to the s_cene, he expre:ssed hrs regret over what had happened and
;sent‘his entire Bhils hOme }When the' colonial reinforcements came to
Dangs they met wrth no resrstance The offenders were punished and -
" peace. was restored.” Raja of Amla: was forced to pay Rs. 2134 in
‘;;compensatlon as his sons' ‘and his followers were involved in the

. drsturbances caused

, The second upnsmg of the Bhlls broke in, 1911 A Bhil resident called Sonji
Kabana wanted to reburtd hIS hut. The requrred wood could onty be

S procured after he had to obtarn permrssron from the forest guards of that

v area Sukana a teadmg bahuband of the area mstrgated Sonji by saying
that smce he was. ‘the master of the Kadmal area he could go ahead and

K cut the trees wrthout takmg any permrssron from the forest guards. Sonji
L did the same. When the forest guards came to arrest_him, Son;r at the

' behest of Sukaria threatened the guard armed hlmself with bows and
‘ arrows and went around settmg frre to the forests.

B When a party of three armed men came to arrest Sonji,’ the clash énsued
o i between both the partres m whrch a pohceman was killed and after some
' chase Sonji was captured Later oft“ crals received a report: that the local

| ; 'forest iguard was threatened by the Bhlts who Iater fled. Wrthm a few days,
- more forests were bumt m the Kadmal area trquor shops were looted and

l o [t was an old custom of takmg away a Koknr patel’s gram and cattle, if he died
wrthout havmg any adulf male heir, Hybrid Histories, pg. 268
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a kokni patel was threatened. More forests were lournt in the Eastern
Dangs. G.E. Majonbanks (DFO) called for the ass;stance from Surat. A
"band of 30 policemen arnved and Sukaria along with eleven other Bhils
was arrested The armed police remained in the Dangs until order was

;restored

The third outbreak occurred in December 1914. This was set off by rumors
ioof lmmment defeat of the' British m Europe dunng the First World War.
. This. was seen by the Bhils as an opportunlty fo reassert their lost authonty.
~ .The Nalk ‘of lepn played an actlve part in this defiance. Large group of
_ Bh:ls gathered together Ied by chlefs such as Raja of Gadhvi and the Raja
- of Amla They set fire to the forests and began the felling of trees. They
even threatened the ‘forest guards ‘with . violence, if confronted.” Quick
actton was taken by the Bnttsh Armed police was' 'sent to the Dangs and

T the upnsmg collapsed The leaders of the upnsmg were - tried and

' -‘vsentenced After this revolt Bhils dld not dare to risk any confrontatlons
| wrth the British. -
We f nd that in’ these revolts the anger of the- Bhlls was directed not
agalnst the forests but against the government demandmg that the latter
‘ should stop mterfermg with their use of the forests. It had become a way of .
‘A' defymg and resastmg the authonty of the colomal state: We also get the
. gllmpse of the. collectrvcsm a basic feature of tribal character, a feeling of

o natronaltsm was seen. ln the tribal area though it was mamly concentrated

‘on the local rssues The matnstreammg of the forest commumtles was a
central theme of the Gandhlan and nat;onallst thought and socnal ‘Work.
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Assimilation of Religio-Cultural Traditions in the Nationalist

‘Movement

The exploitation of the adivasis by high caste moneylenders and the Parsi
fiquor dealers prepared the ground for this movement in South Gujafat.
The colonial bureauCracy also either demanded free labour services or
charged high rate of taxation. This profit was invested in large-scale
acquisition of the land from "the tribals after the latter was unable to pay
the same. Therefore the adivasis became the tenants of their own lands.

This movement initially started in the coastal villages in Bessin, lying to the
north of Bombay and later spread to the Ranimahals of South Gujarat

(Dangs and in surrounding areas-see map IVC).

The movement was supposed to have been started by a Goddess
Salabai, not represented by an image, but by her ‘spirit medium’ after
being possessed. According to Hardiman, her commands were as

follows.”®

1. Alcohol , |
¢ Do not drink liquor or toddy.
o Do not serve on liquor or toddy shop.
¢ Do not tap toddy trees.
2. Flesh

o Do not eat meat or fish.

e Dispose all live fowls, goats and sheep (kept for eating or
sacrifice).

s Destroy all cooking vessels used for cooking meat.

-

8 David Hardiman, Adivasi Assertion in South Guijarat, The Devi Movement,
1922-23, Subaltern Studies,vol i1, pg.211
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e Remove and burn roofs it houses (normally of'thatoh in adivasi
viueges)f as smoke from fires used.to cook meat have passed
through them. -~ | | -

3. Cleanliness o
" e Take a bath daily (in some cases twice or thrice a
dy. |
e Use water to clean up after. defecation.

" ». Keep houses and compounds scrupulously clean.

4 Dommant Classes 'A. .
e Boycott Parsrs .
_‘ Boycott Musllms
' '3 Do not work for anyone connected with the hquor trade
Demand hrgher wages
Take a bath when crossed by the shadow of a Parsi.
The first set of commands is seen as giving up of basic essence of the
tribal leestyle Dnnkmg smce generatlons was an integral part of the tribal
hfestyle The second and the thrrd' set ‘of commands clearly shows the
" glimpse: of the process. of Sanskntrsatlon being adopted by the adivasis
in Iarge number ‘It coutd be deduced from the fourth set of commands,
that |t was dxrected chrefly agalnst the Parsis, who were chargmg hrgh
pnces for hquor besrdes moralty degradmg the adivasis by selling them the
alcohol ‘This movement strongly urged adivasis to remain’clean and
: abstarn from consumlng meat The Gandhran leader - Sumant Mehta
descnbed thrs as a se!f—punﬂcatlon movement The movement was carried
with such zeal that the Iocal Parsrs were complalnmg about serious fall in
the sates and profxt of the Irquor Tht.s movement did not become popular
wrth the Parsis, the Bntrsh government and the Dewan of Baroda (he
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banned it),” as the movement led to a fall in their collection of taxes from -
liqu.orl and, their (tribal). demand for higher wages for working as

' agriéutture labour.

The movement, which ‘initiatly’ started on social and religious lines soon
drifted . rnto pohtrcs as the Devi further commanded the Adrvasrs to

: advocate the burnmg of forergn cloth and the boycott of the governmental

: schools- both promment feature of the Non- Cooperatlon movement.®’ The

1 Devi movement proved to be a successfut movement of the tribal

assertion aga:nst their: explorters They then favoured therr allies in the
o natronahsts and ‘the adrvasrs were streamlined into the nationalist

: movement They gave; i irm support to the Gandhian movement and the
freedom struggle in 1930-31 and in 1942 The Kisan sabha organized a
raIIy of thousands of adrvasrs to abollsh the hali pratha among the Dublas .
/ of South Gujarat It was later jomed by the leaders (Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel) of the Bardoll Satyagrah and efforts were made by them to bring the
adivasis mto the natronahst movement The Gandhian constructrve
: programmes were propagated through the bhajan mandalis and Bhuvas
(people beheved ‘to have supernatural powers- messangers of mother
' Godess) At thrs time Kalrparaj conference was organized in Mahuva a’
taluka of the Baroda State under the Ieadershrp of Vallabhbhai Patel on
‘ January 21 1923 attended by 20, 000 adivasis. Later Kaliparaj socrety
passed a reso!utron of non-payment of revenues dues to the English, with

- severe actron taken agamst those who dld not follow the resolution.

: Many polrtrcal leaders ! Irke Gopal Krrshna ‘Gokhlae were favourmg the

N prohrbstton of trquor because it was helprng the government in the

collectlon of the . revenues on hquor at a large scale. In 1921, Gandhi

» Sir Sayajr Rao Gaekwad. Ill a staunch reformlst after returnmg from Europe

(he was in Europe ‘when the Deewan banned it), allowed the Adivasis to hold
. meetings for the movement and asked the officials to cooperate in such actsvrtres
% Adivasi Assertron in South Gu_r_ala;t The Devi Movement, pg.224
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‘ asked the people to picket hquor and toddy shops, whrch resutted in the
decline of sales in liquor in many areas.’ In the Hanpura congress of
1940, about 5000 adivasis resolved to put an end to the British rule.

“It'is a known fact that at this time Congress was to a large extent a
pohtrcal party, whrch was. emergmg raptdly into the Indian political scenario
- to liberate the country from the cotomal hegemony Their pnme motive
behmd the mctusron of the tnbals in the natronahst movement was to .
: strenqthen the base of therr party .and its nationalistic rdeas to fight the
. colonists. But it seems that the gnef and grievances of the adivasis was
! forgotten and not addressed when the Congress party came into power.
. The condrtron ef the tnbals remamed the same, in some cases, it actually
* worsened, and no actual measures were taken to restore the forests to the
' adrvasrs- who at ‘one time were rts nghtful owners.

) It wOutd be reievant here :to Ith’rovv 'some light also on the Bardoli
| Satyagrah and the Kheda Movement (1917—1 934) that took place in South

GUJarat and Central GUJarat respectavely

I: These movements dealt wrth the non- payment of revenues by the
,‘ peasants which to them were exorbrtant especially during the time of
+ floods or drought The commumty, ‘which suffered on a large scale,
" consisted Iargely of small farmers and the daily wage earners, most of
" whom were the: adrvaS|s Thus these movements along with the farmmg
; commumty mobmzed the tnbals on a large scale

-
I -

_:f " judith Brown, GandhrsR;se to Power: Indian Politics, 1915-1922, Cambndge
‘ Umversrty Press, Canbridge, 1972, pp. 315-316
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:
The Bardoh Satyagraha of 1928
Parts of Bardbti taluka in‘vCentral Surat district had become a part of the

- British territories as a resuvtt of the Treaty of Bassein in December 1802
between the British and, PeShwa Raghunath Rao. (See map VD). Later

' rest of the taluka was ceded to the English by the Gaekwads in 1817.%2 .

~ When the Bntrsh came to possess the area, the Desais, who were
‘ resprnsrble for the management of the revenues, were a powerful force
recervrng a frxed percentage of the: revenues as therr share. The »
Majumdar was an accountant who was responsrbte for malntalng revenue

. records of the drstnct Each vrltage also had a Patel, as its head. Offices of o

the .patel had become heredrtary and many of them were also big
, tandlords They were responsrbte for assessing and cottectmg land

revenue and mamtalng Iaw and order in the village.

When the Bntrsh occupred the Surat district, they’ betreved that the
revenue functronarres were takrng advantage of both the govemment and
 the peasants. As a result Ryotwan system was introduced in Gujarat, and
it was decrded 'to fix the government demand at 55% of the produce.
j However it was reahzed that due- to- faulty settlements and high rates of
. ‘assessments the system was resultmg in the depressed condition of the
: farmers in 1821 Etphmstone though was agarnst the reduction of the
| tand revenues, admrtted that in some cases the rates were exceedmgty_

htgh 83 - : :

. % Gazetteer of the Bombay Presrdency Surat & Broach Gujarat Govt of
- Bombay, Bombay, 1897, vol. Il, pg. 212 '
~# Shireen Mehta, The Peasantry and Nationalism, Manohar New Dethr 1984

1 pg.9 5
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The population of the Bardoli taluka ) (which was'predominantly an
~ agricultural tract), accordlng to the census of 1921 was 87,909.% The

upper castes consrsted of the Brahmms Kshtnyas Kayasthas Banryas
and Jains. A large number of the populatron of Bardoli taluka compnsed of
the Kaliparaj population. They constituted about 63 percent of the tfotal
population. Majority of them were Dublas. Most of the ka/;‘paraj in the
Bardoli taluka were ‘Hatis“ (landless laborers), though some of them also
held small piece of land or worked as the independent labourers. Most of |
these adivasis always found themselves in ’rhe ctutches of the
moneylenders ‘The Kallparaj people were So poor that they were
sometimes forced to lrve on roots

Bardoli became an aH lndra issue because of the unfair rate of
assessment Ievred by the Bntlsh The cultrvators had expected that in the
revised settlements of 1888 and: 1910 the rate of assessment would be
reduced but the reverse happened The settlement officer in- charge of
operatrons in the area \was MS Jaykar He® comptetely misread the
current economrc and polrtrcal condltron (see Appendlx IV B) and.
proposed an. rncrease of 30 59% in the land revenue of the Bardoli
taluka. % The reactlon of peasants under the ‘leadership 'of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel and’ later jorned by Gandhr began ‘what came to be
known as the Bardolr satyagrah Gandhl on February 1, 1922, as a part of
Non Cooperatron movement sought the resrgnatron of patels talatis and
other govemment servants and advocated the non payment of taxes
(especially land revenue) in- Bardoh L was demanded that an
independent mqurry commrttee should ‘be appornted to look rnto
- unjustness of. the Jaykar report The govemment refused

8 .J. Sedgwick, Census of India, 1921 Bombay Pre5|dency (Bombay 1928)

g.30
& The peasantry and natlonallsm pg 30
8 jbid. Pg.39

202



Under the leadership of Sardar Patel and Gandhi, Bardoll became an all .
India- issue. When the peasants refused to make the payment of land
revenue, the government' intensified the.'processof forfeiture of peasantis

| land, cattle and movable property.

In many cases the government cdnﬁscated land worth of theusands» of
: rupees for a 'negltgible amcrunt of land revenue dues. For lnst’ances the
government attached the land of .one Veerchand Chengaiji worth Rs.13,
- 000 for his dues amountmg to’ Rs 160 Srmrtarly Ibrahim Patel lost his land

" worth Rs.20, 000 though his dues were only Rs.450.5 One lower caste

~ Khatedar. lost his household betongmgs and  furniture for his dues
| amountrng to Rs. 3 Poor peasants and tnbals were deprived of therr cattle.
The stiff resrstance provrded by the people of Bardoli alongwrth the
»_emergence of Bardoll rssue on all lndla level, wrth the partrc;patron of -
Ieaders like Gandhl Patel Motllal Nehru and many at Iocal level, the
government mevrtably bowed under the pressure. The Kunzru commrttee
was formed. under the leadershrp of Handayanath Kunzru who was the
| presndent of the Servants of Indla Socrety The major findings of the report
were%® ‘ ,
1. ‘The settlement ofﬂcer Jaykar drd not make any. fresh enquiry on
the ‘spot as: prescrlbed by the Settlement Manual and had relred on
the data prepared by the talat/s v
2. The data provided by Patels and talatls were defective, and
3 The complarnt of peasants that the Settlement Officer had used the
penod of abnormal pnce rrse for his calculatron was justified.

- On the basis of these fi ndlngs the Kunzru Commrttee upheld the demand

for a .fresh tnqurry rnto the' case of the Bardoll peasants Later the
-government formed the Broomf eld: and Maxwell Committee, . whrch also .
;’ upheld the views of Kunzru commtttee The former suggested to the latter

LN

¥ K. M. Munshi, Report of the Bardo!r enqwry Commrttee Bornbay, 1928 pg. 154-

155,

% The peasantry and’ nattonahsm pg 154—155
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~ that \rittages_should be grouped under new rates of assessment. On the

basis of the value of land, it recommended the rise of 6.03% in the
'revenue89 (Jaykar had proposed the increase of 30.5%). The“committee,
- thus, set, at rest the prob!em that had agitated not only the Bardoli taluka
and Surat district, but to an‘ extent the whole country. Though -the
peasants were not ent;rely happy on the new rates of assessment, but
~ were satisfi ed that thetr major demands had been met.

What is rmportant here to note is that the low caste and the tribal peopte
were also mﬂuenced by the movement To mobilize the Kaliparaj and the:
 tribal poputatton the . agatators made effecttve use of the traditional
. mstrtutron of Bhuvas that prevarted among them Bhuvas were a group of
people credtted to have supernatural powers and believed to be the
: messengers of the mother Goddess whom the Kahpara] people
f? worshrpped The Bhuvas therefore had become the natural teaders of
. these - backward groups and the local Gandhrans and other leaders won
the confrdence and support of these bhuvas and through them to their

)
' followers.

The leaders convrnced the Bhuvas that the Gandhr was also a God who
ate simple food, and wore srmple dress like them Various bhajan mandalis
were started to. further mobllrze the poputatron In 1924, there were no Iess
- than 50 such. bhajan r,mandafrs consrstrng of the members from the
.’ Kaliparaj and Uhparaj commumtres in the Surat dxstnct ‘

‘ , ’i; fii: _ :
The Kahparaj conference was another forum whtch the agitators used

%successfu!ty to therr advantage The ‘first conference of the Kaliparaj -

- communrty was hetd in: 1922 at village Shekhpura of the Mahuva taluka in

i

R

the Baroda state '

" 8 R S. Broomfield & R:M. Maxwell, ‘Report of the special Enquiry into the Second
" Revision Settlement of the Bardoli and Chorasi talukas’. Bombay, 1919, pg.1
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~In 1927, Gandhi while presiding over the conference"pointed out that
Kaliparaj was a derogatory term and it is more appropriate to call them
‘ ‘Raniparaj’, or the: residents of the forest:s.l He further emphasized over the
_importance of the Indian forests and explained that the Raniparaj were the
children of the forests. .In 1929, Sardar Patel had called a Kaliparaj
conference at Unai vittage in Bar‘oda state where he warned the Parsis
"agalnst exptortmg these mnocent people He openly asked the Kaliparaj
that they should resrst the ril treatment and exploitation at all costs. Thus
the Bardoli satyagrah not onty mcorporated the tribals into the natronahst
-field but atso made them thmk about ﬁghtrng against the exptortatron of the
dominant commumtres r':-; 3 -

The Kheda Satyagraha (1Q1?—19?81)' L
Kheda drstnct is tocated in Centrat Gurarat lying between the Rlver Mahi
and Sabarmat (See map IVE) There were numerous reasons, whrch Ied
- to the begmnrng of the satyagrah Kheda has been a fertile reglon and the
_single largest tract rn Kheda has been ‘Charotar whrch has been an
. extremely fertile area. Thrs movement represents the agrtatron of the rich
- and poor peasants mcludmg the adrvasrs agarnst the explortatrve revenue

policies of the Brrtrsh

During . the First’ Wortd War, the economrc posrtron of the peasants in
: Kheda deterlorated The entrre Gurarat was still trymg to recover from the
. effects of the great famme of 1899 1900 in 1905, due to the scarcrty of
rains, the Kharif crops farled tn 1916 the season was better and in 1917
; late rams sportt the harvested crops
L T .
By this' time Gandhr had announced that the natronalrst movement in
Gujarat was for the peasants There were increasing demand$ by the
cultivating class for sorne relief in-the land revenues. Two local leaders,
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Mohanlal and Shankarlal after visiting various villages; approached the
,Collector of the drstnct requesting him to waive some portlon of the
‘revenues. The coliector after enqunry agreed to suspend half the revenue
in 40 villages of the Nadrad taluka, 34 villages of the Kapadvanj taluka and
30 villages of the Matar taluka.”

Orders ‘to this effect were olroulated'to the _Mamlatdars of the concerned
.+ talukas on December 22, 1917, although they were not announced to the
public until January 7 1918 The Mamfatdars made no attempts to carry
out the Government’s order. ln other talukas also peasants demanded for

' remrttance of the revenue |

_ The Government of Bombay demed any further suspension. of the
‘ revenues in Kheda Gandhr ‘while makrng h|s own enqurry into the

' gnevances of the peasants concluded that'. thelr demands for the

- suspensron of revenue was ;ustlﬂed and mformed the same to the

. collector but to no avarl In protest Gandhr launched the Kheda Satyagrah.
He stressed that the peasant's refusal of their revenue was polrtrcal rather
" than ' economtc act He also urged the 'rich peasants to refuse their
revenue for the sake of the poor peasants The Government demded that
those who refused the revenues were to be punrshed by ralds in which
their movable propertyI was to be conﬂscated in Ireu of the revenue arrears,
_ and those who* genumely could not afford the revenue should not be
,' compelled The collector of vanous drstrlcts passed this order to the
Mamlatdars but- the Iatter agam drd not make any efforts to make ‘these

o orders known to the publlc The peasants thus achleved one of the major

A . aims of the ag:tatlon wrthout knowmg tt and the satyagraha contmued for.

: another srx weeks o

N .

% David Hardiman, Peasant Natlonalrst of Guyarat Kheda drstrrct 191 7-1935
. Delhi, Oxford University Press, 981, pg. 94 .
G Parrkh ‘Khedani Ladat’, Ahemadabad 1922, pg. 34
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When Gandhi later came to knovv about the order, he announced that the
agitation has achleved his aim, and all those who could pay the revenue,
‘should.do so. Only 8% of the revenue remamed unpard and with the end
of the satyagrah this was soon reduced to one percentage 2 Thus the
satyagrah came to an end with neither side gaining an obvrous victory. It is
. to be noticed that besides the satyagrah, Kheda also emerged -as a
powerful center of the Non - cooperatron and the Crvrl Disobedience

'Movement

Thus by the end :of 1935 srnall peasants and tribals were incorporated into
the natronalrst stream Gandhr belng a charlsmatlc leader always raised
- the rssues whrch were close to common peoples heart and ctose to the
) hearts of peasants and tribal people were- land revenue and forests.

Forest Satyagrah was a part of . hrs programme |n whlch he made the
trrbals aware of therr rights in nforests and taught them the skills. to
‘ encounter the colomal government through his notlon of non-violence. In
~ the forest areas of the Garhwal Hlmalaya thrs style of protest was revived
Cin rndependent lndra as the ‘Chrpko or ‘Embrace- the tree movement to
' protect trees marked for felllng Although chrpko was frrst practiced in the

O Garhwal Hlmalayas it later (post mdependence penod) spread to most
. | parts of the country, especrally the hrlly regron (See Appendrx lV C).

:We fmd that even after galnlng mdependence the condrtlon of the tribals

. has stlll not rmproved Though they recerved some lands from the high

n caste and upper class people but suffered other kmds of explortatron like

L evrctron and expropnatlon of their lands for industrial- development pl’OjeCtS,

| f.»drsplacement due to the constructlon of dam and mrnrng etc.

. With bro drversrt‘y| concerns havrng been pushed upfront tradrtronal :

L ecologrcal knowledge (rejected by the colomallsts as been scientifically

and technotogrcally backward) encompassmg all’ rssues linked to ecology
and naturalr resource management has assumed greater srgnrfrcance

9 Peasant Natioi_za!ists of Gujarat, pg. 108~
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Traditional knowledge of the Tribals and the farmers

The cultural and ecological diversity in the Indian society reflects a close
relationship between the existence of human life and nature. In India,
every 'regiOn has its own ecology that was seen and understood by the
inhabitants since the earliest times. The tribals and the small fanﬁers, who
are closely associated with nature as they plough, sow, and use plants as
medicinal herbs, with éxperience have gained knowledge that deals with
environment and its surroundings.” They harbour rich and diverse
knowledge about the ecological biodiversity and its importance. The
information they have gathered is the result of their close association with
nature thfough the ages, passed generation to generation. More than 50
" million people of different ethnic origins, belonging to different social
communities with various religious beliefs inhabit Gujarat. Traditional
societies: often referred to as indigenous 6r tribal peoplé have
accumulated a vast embirical knowledge on'the basis of their experience
while dealing with the nature and‘natura‘l_resou.rces. They have and have
been playing an important role in the preserving of the traditional

management of resources.

Following is the outline of how the two-way interaction takes place
between the traditional societies aﬁd the Eco system. (For greater details
see P S Ramakrishnaﬁ, Ecology and Sustainable Development,
NBT,2001,pp 13-24). '

e In managing the agro- ecosystems, traditional societies use
biodiversity in a variety of ways in order to ensure the relative
stability of the eco system and ecosystem resilience to cope
with uncertainties in the environment.
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At the sub specific .leVel and speCies level of crop diversity in -
mixed species cOmplex agro-ecosystems, the objective of the

farmer is to optimize economic production, by synchronizing

between crop 'organization and growth on one hand and soil

fertrllty status on the other, at the plot/ ecosystem level.

Since "agro- ecosystem form part of the iandscape with other ‘,
J land use system as part of the total vrllage ecosystem and the
j' ’natural forest ecosystem, with resource flow between all these
;Ajdifferent ‘units, traditiohally the farmer ‘e‘ns’ures a high level- of
heterogenerty at the Iandscape level too.

;]Tradrtronal socretres due to their expenence of the utrhty of the
‘ vanous specres are able to recognrze certam species, which
are ecologlcally lmportant key specres performing vital
. vfunctrons For examp!e many north .east Indian tribal -
4 communmes grow Flemmgla vestita, whrch -can frx up to 250kgs

:v of mtrogen per hectare for dealing with the: problem of dechnrng _

iength of shzftmg agrxcultura! fallow cycles managed under

Sy rnfertsle mountam sorl condmons

' i'VUnder the condmons of land degradatron which may be caused
- due to pressure of growmg populatlon on the land, water
i 'scarcrty etc., the farmers uses his expenences based on the

| tradrtrona! ecologxcal know!edge to make the land as productive -

. as possrble under the changed crrcumstances
Preservatron of vegetatron as sacred groves or through various-

- - tabbos and other restnctlons

Regularrty of agncultural operatrons or cycles - through
L mythologxcal assocratlon wrth celestlal bodres seasons etc.

209



The benefits accruing from traditional ecological knowledge is of
three kinds; ’ A ' .

(1) Economic—traditional crop varieties and lesser known plants
and animals of food value, médicihal plants etc. harvested from the
wild; ‘
(2)Ecological/social—manipulation of biodiversity for coping with
uncertainties (in a situétion of natural or man made environmental
disasters) , for controlling soil water regimes and hydrology, form
efficient Aorganic .residue management ,.soil fertility management
through modified soil biological processes, etd;

3 Ethical—cultural, spiritual and religious belief systems centered
around the concept of the sacred species and sacred groves and

sacred landscapes

A survey of most used plants by tribal communities of Gujarat has
revealed that, out of ca. 2000 plants taxa occurring in. Gujarat, 760 are
medicinal and 450 are of economical importance and most of these plants

species are used by the tribal people.
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Table IV C
‘Plant species used by the tribal population economica!ly and

medically.*

Utilify . ' - No. of species used
Cereals and pseudo meals : \ 21
Pulses | - 7
Vegetables ‘ 80 -
Ffuité and seeds 71
Fodder plants v 43
Spices and condiments 51
Beverageé 6
Oil yielding plants ‘ 15
Tooth brushes - ' 11
Bidi wrappers ' . 2
Timber trees A 44
Fish pbison and arrow head poison 15
Taboos - 17
Fiber yielding plants 17
'Hedge plant _ - 24
Miscellaneous 48
Medicinal plant 76

The regional occurrence of medicinally important species in Gujarat is 353
species from Kachchh and Banaskantha (desert zone), 488 species from
Bharuch, Valsad, Surat and‘Dangs (Malabar zone).

% A.J. Umadevi, M.H. Parabia and M.N. Reddy,Medicinal Plants of Gujarat a
survey, proceedings of all India Symposium on the ‘Biology and Utility of Wild
plants’, Prof. G.L. Shah Commemoration, (Dept. of Biosciences, S.G. University,
Surat), 1989, pg.12
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Table IVD ,
_Plant species used in folk medicines and ethno botany in South and

Central Gujarat.**.

Botanical Name | Region - Utility

Arisaema - South Gujarat " | Roots are used to
Tortuosuma 1 : kil worms in
| ' cattle.
Bulea Superba South Gujarat Muitiple usages; |
‘ ' Leaves are

applied on boils,
flowers yield
yellow brown dye,
plant extract as |
remedy against
poisonous insect
bites, snake bites

and scorpion
stings
Cassytha Central Gujarat - Tonic. Plant
fileformis powder  mixed

with sesame oil
as hair tonic;
when mixed with
‘ butter and ginger,
it is used to clean

ulcers.
Cholrophylum South Gujarat . Tubers possess
borivilianum - anti fertility

% Traditional knowledge and biodiversity conservation in Gujarat, pg.53
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Botanical Name | Region Utility

property. Leaves
'a_re used as

vegetables.
Citrullus : Southand Central Gujarat | Fruits are used to
colocynthus - | treat boils and

| ' stomachaéhe.

Colebrookea South Gujarat | Leaves are
oppositifoea crushed and

applied to

wounds.
Dendrobuim South Gujarat Bulbs edible

microbulbim -

Derris scandris . South and Central | Roots are used to
Gujarat cure tumors;
barks are used
for snakebites.

Malaxis | South Gujarat Edible leaves
mankinxis ‘
Milletia racemosa | South Gujarat Roots are used

as fish poison.

Nervilia aragoana | South Gujarat Tubers are -used
for good lactation

-in women
Piliostigma South Gujarat Used as fodder
malabarica '
-Salicornia | South Gujarat Leaves are used
brachiata ‘ as spinach. -

Apart from this, the knowledge;. of tribals of wild edible plants particularly

in South Gujarat has opened doors. to wide range of food items. Fibers are

213



extracted from varied sources. The people of coastal regions extract fi ber
from paim trees Irke Borassus flabellifer, Phoenrx dactylrfera and Cocies
‘nucifera.’ In forest areas ‘fiber-yielding tree like Combrelum ovaln‘olrum ~
" Derris scandens efc. are-used for making ropes. In the Dangs, ropes‘are

- . made. from fibers extracted from the leaves of ‘ketki’, which are durable

" and used for restrammg cattle, as these ropes do not hurt the skm of the

ammals

For the aboriginals the traditlonal knowledge and conservation goes
' ‘ together Many'speciee‘ar’e protected by people because they are valued
- for cultural or rellgrous reasons for example tulsi, pipal, vad, ashok etc.
‘ " The concept of ‘Ahrmsa and ‘Jeev Daya’ is respected by the Vala Kathi,
o Vala Rajputs Patels and Jams of Saurashtra and North Gujarat region.
) '2 There are cases where people have protected blackbuck in the dry areas
“in Saurashtra and kutch Further tradrtronal knowledge has helped in the
l_ conservatron of natural resources like water. Water has always been a
; prized: possessron especrally in North and central Gu;arat as people since
ages have survrved in such dry conditions through the techmque of water -
. harvestlng ln Gu;arat agnculture has -miainly been rain fed and thus
| f‘number of storage tanks and step wells were burlt Similarly water lands
" were protected as Vavs talavs and kunds WhICh mdrrectly resulted in the
- mamtenance and rechargmg of the hydrologrcal regtmes and aqun‘ers ~
L One area where the tnbals and farmers have been successfully utrlrzmg ‘
| , ‘therr knowledge smce ages has: been the usmg of traditional metrologrcal
belrefs.m the forecastmg of rains. In this case, the farmers takes the help
of envrronmental and ecologrcal components lrke the appearance of the
'sky, velocrty and dlrectlon of winds, colour or. appearance of clouds,
A ,behavrour of various brrds and animals in the forecastmg of weather. The

: e .

., AJ. Umadevi, Identification and Status Survey of Medicinal plants of Gujarat,
" PhD thesis, South Gujarat University, Surat, Gujarat, 1988, pg,5'6 ‘
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farmers of Gujarat like their counterparts rn the entire country gives a lot of
srgnrf cance to the onset of Monsoon since the entrre cropprng pattern is
"depended on rains. Early showers would. enable a farmer to go for long
duration crops as groundnut cotton and sesamun. On the- other hand
delayed Monsoon could -mean’ thé restnctmg of the chorces to pu ses

pearl mrllet and castor

Although the lndlan satellite techné)logy has made considerable progress
since- mdependence the Monsoon predlctrons made by the Department of
Metrology are not very helpful to farmers in makrng chorces related to
. cropplng pattern “This is because the department makes Iong range
predrctrons for the nation’ as a whole. In the case of specn“ c regions, the
] predrctlons are of short ranged in nature’ le .for a penod of three days
| only. As a result the farmers in North and Central Gu;arat rely chiefly on

- the rndrgenous metrologrcal belrefs and knowledge to make calculatrons

:regarclmg Monsoon They base their decrsron of croppmg patterns on
predrctlons made | by thelr own knowledge and by Iocal experts. We find
" that the farmers bellefs in tradrtronal metrologxcal belrefs are quite t' irm.

The local experts use methods and prmcrples evolved by eminent
’astronomers and astrologers lrke Varahmrhlr (AD 700~800) Poet Ghagh
".(1200 1300 AD) Unnad Joshi (1 350 14OOAD) and Bhadlr (AD 1000 1 200).
Many of therr pnncrples were embedded m cultural and’ relrgsous books or
carned on from generatrons to generatrons as oral sayings.

A famous woman Bhadhlr in’ 12"’ century, who was consrdered an expert
.in forecastmg of weather had descrlbed ten chreftarns (varrables)
; responsrble for the development of ethereal embryo of rain. These are
| Twrnds clouds lrghtenrng, colours of. the sky, rumb!rng thunder, dew show,

rainbow and occurrence of orb around the moon and sun.

.\ - . .
- . . . . ~
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. Similarly, B.A. Golakia studied local beliefs regarding the occurrence of
droughts based on few observations®; ' ' |
1. If the sky acquires a faint yellow colour, there is less hope of rain.

2. If crow coloured clouds are observed through out the day, while
night sky remain clear, a drought in indicated.

3. Occurrence of winds with velocity on ‘5"‘ day of the first fortnight of
the Shrawan montﬁ is indicative of severe drought.

4, Occurrence of rain in the presence of sunshine is an indicator of

poor rainfall in the near future.

Not only the study of sky and clouds, predict about weather, but the
behaviour of certain species of trees and birds, also predict the

possibilities of rains and droughts.

% Golakia B.A, Proverbs for predicting the moods of Monsoon, Honey Bee 3(1): 12

216



Table IVE
Various trees used as indicators of Monsoon by the local

communities in South and Central Gujarat *’.

Name of specieé . Indicator Expected
Outcome
Mahowa, Madhuca Latifolia | Good Foliage | Good Monsoon
Bamboo spcs. " |.Good Foliage | Drought

Ber, Zyzphus mauritiana

‘Heavy flush of
fruit

Average Monsoon

Darbha grass, Eragraostis

Appeérance of

Good Monsoon

cynosuroides good foliage

Billi, Aegle marmelos Good Foliage | Subnormal
Monsoon

Rupal, Ficus religiosa Good Foliage | Adequate rain

Khejro, prosopis cineraria . | Heavy foliage | Drought

Kothi, Limonia acidissima ~ | Good growth | Stormy rain

Neem, Azadirachta indica Heavy flush Drought

7 P.R. Pusharoty, Plants that predicts Monsoon, 1993, Honey Bee 4 (4): 12
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Table IVF.

- Behaviour of specific birds and animals used as indicators of rain®®.

Lapwmg bird lay ‘eggs dunng the
,mght especnaliy on river banks , Lo

Indicator: Outcome
Sparrow bathing in dust . Good rain “
Kachmda (chamefeon) clrmbs the tree and | Immediate
assumes’ black-whute—red colours 3 ‘Rains
Frog starts singing in. ‘the mltral days of Early'rains‘ '
Jayestha (May) - : ' '
Peacocks cry frequently ‘Rain within a day

. : , o : or two
Cows cry during the mght and foxes' durmg Severe drought
the day S
| Titodi, }Hea\ry rains

[

theu / Baparya (a bird). smgs song eady in

| the mommg

'»Rarn within a day

or two

Snake climbs up on trees .

D_rought

Camel keeps facrng north _east drrect:on
Crow. scratches its nest .

Immediate rains

Brrds take bath in the dust on the full moon
day of Jayestha

' Eﬂlenty of rains

Therefore we f‘ nd that the study of the trees and the behaviour of brrds
" and ammals as mdlcator of ram and drought |s know!edge accumulated by
the natrves through thelr keen observatron and expenence that has been

passed from generatrons to’ generatrons Thus nature rf studied closely is :
a knowledge wrthm ltself whrch can gurde humans from time to tlme.

. ® PR, Kanam et all,D.D. Malvrya MA Munshr V.o Savaha and P D.
~ Verma,Sky: As a slate for predicting the moods of the :Monsoon, 2002. In
Proceedings of Seminar -on-prediction of ramfall based on astrological methods
and local pract:ces 2002 .

218



The influence of science and technology has had dual impact. On one
‘hand, where it has made life smoother for the"human‘vs, it has also made
our planet, a dangerous place to live (if used excessively to exploit nature

_ and non- renewable resources of energy etc). The equipments of science

- ~and technology has tried to control nature, giving way to multiplicity of

' projects by clearing chunks of forests thereby also alienating tnbals from
. the lands.

The development of the market'eCOnomy and the migration of ‘the people,
from the vrllages to the cmes have led to the loss of mformatlon on the
tradmonal system Many’ tnbals in Gularat migrate to nearby urban areas
such " as from Dangs to Surat Panchmahals to Vadodara and
Ahemadabad Once these people mlgrate to new places for earmng
- livelihood, their tradrtronal knowledge gets eroded, as its applrcatron is

' llmrted in the new envrronment

- The age old practlce of : the farmers were based on sustalnable use of
- natural resources, but due to the large demand of food by rapld growth in
’ populatlon consumensm ‘crop technologles have induced the farmers to
~ give up the. tradrttonal practnce of mlxed and rotatlonal croppmg lnstead of
land itself clalmmg the lost nutnents the spreadmg of artificial fertlllzers on
‘a large scale has. not helped them ll’l the long run. Green Revolutlon had
" also played a part in the erosron of the tradrtlonal knowledge lt was found
that with the extensron of modern screnttﬁc agnculture farmers began to
' doubt the wisdom'of thelr own knowledge base, whrch had evolved over

centunes

- :: The mtroductlon of screntlflc educatlon had also alienated the younger-

e generation from the age-old practlces of farming.. They do not hold

| ‘v traditional knowledge as relrable when compared to information based on
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science. Earlier, the farmers had the knowledge of differentiating between
the beneficial ahd harmful insects, but this kh'owled‘ge is degrading now.
"They now use insécticidés, which kill all the insects; many of them, which |
are hon-, targeted species. This is the case in Kheda, Vadodara, Valsad,
Ahemadabad, Mehsana and Surat districts. Therefore efforts are required
to save the erosion of knowledge of the tribals and small farmers as this
Has been gathered and acquired by them from their ancestors since
generations. This knowledge once lost can never be recovered.

Répresentatioﬁ of Nature in Tribal Culture

-Art is the reflection of a collective consciousness, both ideal and realistic
of a civilization. It expresses the pomp and prosperity, interests and
aptitude, glory, peace as well as vision of the society prevalent from time
to time. Tribal art, dance and painting reflect their social, economic and
cultural lives. The prominent feéture reflected in their Art is ‘nature’. We
can notice number of paintings, sculpture, and celebration of festivals, folk
dances and songs depicting nature _
Festivals are celebrated to announce the change of seasons, and harvest
time etc. For example the adivasis of Panchmahai, Sabarkantha, and the
Dangs celeb’rate' Vasantotsav (spring festival) till Akhatri®.

- -

% Joravarsinh Jadav, Folk Art and Culture of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, Translated by Kanti
P Tolikar, 1999, column1, pg.64.
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Experienced farmers m_ake "predictton of a good harvest by observing the
wind directions, for which there is a famous ‘sakhi’» in the folk literature:

~"Uttar dariya amrit bhariya

.. Nadiye nir na mai

' Akhatrifni paheli ghadi

 Uttar vayu su vai |

(During the first’ hours of the early morning on akhatri', if the wind blows

from the north direction, there would surety be- clouds full of water and

rivers will flow abundantty ) B

Gamrts celebrate the unlque festrval of remova! of rats The gamit

o vzltagers assemble and make four rats ‘out of clay These are then placed

_".on a ‘chaddar’. Four young men prck up the ends of the chaddar and run
'; out of the village: The: rest of the people run after them, throwmg stones

on the clay rats. Once they are out of the vrltage then the four young men

empty the chaddar by throw;ng away the clay rats hoprng that all the real

o rats will go away from their homes

Folk dance of the trrbat rs an art in Wthh the nature is easily and
' prommently deprcted One of the famous dances of the tribal populatron of
" Gujarat is “Charo whxch m the . tocal Ianguage means ‘imitation” or
‘mimicry’. The names are symbohc of various animails, which are imitated,
:for example, Marghr Charo (cock dance) Khallr Charo (squirrel dance)

| “‘and Gho Charo (hzard dance)mx '

. cock dance the tribals imitate the cock, in

e Maghi. Charo ln‘
the manner m whrch the birds- prck up and eat grain from the
ground They further through therr movements depict the fi ghts,

among the cocks

-

"0 Eolk Art and Cultire of Gu;arat columm pg 7% -

Cwipg, .Shah,The Dublas of Gu;arat BAS Sangh Publications, Delhi, 1958,
pp 102-103 .
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o Khiskoli. Charo: In this dence,' the' voice “and the swift

movements of the:squirrel are emphasized.

; These dances show that the inﬂuence of birds ‘and animals is great
. because they are constant oompanione of the tribal popu!ation Besides
" these, since the adrvasrs most!y are the agricultural community, they
derive msprratzon from the agrrculturai operations and crops. Since they '_
- are aware of the different processes -of farmmg they try to weave them into '
- their dance.- One such dance is "Sherdi Charo (sugarcane dance). This
' dance represents the operation of:j planting sugar 'cane The movements
- proceed very rhythmrcally, and one. could always feel as if he/she is rn the
: field observing the actual process of plantation.

Other well known dances of the tribal people are: -

K3 Shikar Nritya (hunt dance)’02 of the Dharmpur region of Valsad
The trial people armed thh bows, arrows, and spears screammg
loudly dance together in rhythm with the manjir. Pungi and dhol.
This dance is very similai to the Dhamal dance of the Sidis of |

- Saurashtra. ’ ‘ ’
w Thaakarya and Bhaacha nntyas of the Dangs .These dances begln
© with ‘Sur’ ‘and ‘Kaha/ya' It'is not accompanred by smgmg The
:,dance changes its: mode accordmg to the tal of the dhol. Modes
~ are called ‘Chaala’ whnch are of several vanetres——-Bhajamyo sipai,
, 'mor efc. There are generally twenty seven chaalas /modes
o Aalen/-Haalen/ nrrtya ltis performed by the Tadvi Bhils to welcome
“ritu’ (spring) season: hoprng for a green surrounding dotted with

ﬂowers of vibrant colours

Folk songs of the tribals 'Tare related to various themes like marriage,

festivals, religious activities and ne_tore‘ ‘

+ %2 Folk Art and culture of Gujarat, column 2, pg.52
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 One could always. obserVe fhe forces of nature in their so:h'gs One
extremely famous, song amongst the tnbal population of South Gu;arat is
“the song sung whne wamng for the rains. The. song goes- -as'?
Thy.earth-wife awaits you "
'Oh dear Rain God!
_Thy happy hails awaxt you
Oh dear Rain Godi
Thy nourished peo‘ple awaiis you
Oh dear Rain God! o
Thy birds and anirﬁa!s awaits you
" Oh dear Rain God! v |

' 'Besides, pamtmg |s the other mode, where nature and its objects figure
prominently. The sketch of blrds ammals trees and Ieaves exhibits the
: Aclose relationship between,the adlvams‘ and nature which they have been
“sharing since the ti‘ime ir'r)nier‘norial.AFor efxample the Pithora wall painﬁngs
of the Rathwa thils“’4 The Rathwas take a vow in the name of Béba
" Pithora in the event of fallure of crops ‘a bad harvest or disease among
| ‘animals etc. When there wnshes are’ ‘fulfilled then a Pithora is drawn inside
the house of the person who had taken ft_he vow. ‘Aalekh’ of the Pithora is
~.done on a wall/ ceiling. éefore the dr,éwing is done the wall is white-
- washed. Then the'aalekh i“s done depiciing a weddivng scene near a step
well, well, or a panlhan (water fetcher) ‘naagdeo; horses of the gods a -
farmer ploughing the fleld, jumplng monkeys donkey, tigers and
.nowadays a gunrr}an, cycl;e, 'motorc_:ycle:,a train , television etc are also
included. A typical pithora will consist of 30 to 40 such figures. The
colours generally ufsed are-red, green, black, blue, yellow, and sometimes
a mixture of several COleurs. These .:L;})ainting are a reflection of the .

‘importance of the natural world around them.

S

' ibid, 154
1% jbid, column 2, pg. 111112
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Thé following painting shows the objects of nature as a subject of the tribal

.
3

paintings

.

Painting 1

ol b e, i

e
A

5.

Painting 2
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Theréfore we.may conclude that the tribal religion and culture is based on
a community’s relationship with-i\ts"natural environment or rather one can
: comment that for the tribal people religion became a way of life with
sacredness being attached to the elements of nature. Shrines dedicated to
the forces of nature are fecated deep into the forests. The S_un; Moon,
: siars the wind, species of the trees, animals, bird and insects- have their
| piace in a tribe's mythology— this signifies a recognmon and respect of life
~giving and sustaining nature as it he!ps in nurture and survival of every.
. living orgamsm When this relatronshrp is mterfered and ruptured by the
- strangers, who want to commercrahze and destroy the abode of their
livelihood and religion, the ‘tribal populatron is left with no other alternative,
_but to fight for. their righrs‘and place in the forests. The principle of
| ‘scientific forestry was used by the British for their own advantage which

were agamst the mterests of the Adrvasrs When the situation became

_worse, resistance took an: open and violent form sparked by a prohrbrtrve
regulatron which seems to threaten the very survival of the tribals. The
. poor, in partlcular the trlbal through the combrned forms of appeal
evasion and confrontatlon carrled on the struggle against the mighty
:lmperral State and its agendas ThIS has further extended into the post
colonial period, and the struggle of the trlbal people is still continuing.

.!'Tribal regions caane regarded as afreas ef ecological prudence exhibiting
fa symbiotic' relati:onship” ,ybetween;“biophys'ical ecosystems- and social
_systems, with strong cultdral{. inter .connections between the two. But if
_f-'these "areas are interfered‘ with hyi' exterhal forces such as the colonial”
. state they begin to disintegrate ahéi show signs of irreversiblie changes :
“Culture and environment are comphmentary, and can be seen in various
| stages of evolutxon One has to recogmze the fact that tribal societies have
'f co-evolved with: their™ envrrcnment, they have modified nature but™
" continued to maintain in it a diverse:an'd ‘productive state, based on locally
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evolved fraditional ecological knowledge, socio-cultural practices and /or ~
religious beliefs since‘ ancient times. But the intervention of the colonial
state for scientific and 'effectiye forest management !ed' to the
predominance of a culture of over-consumption of fhe natural resources;
erosion of time-tested and value based institutions; ana ultimate social

fragmentation of the tribal societies.
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Appendlx vB ,
‘BARDOLI SATYAGRAH Reasons leadmg to the inflated rate of
assessment by M.S. Jaykar :

The Settlement Off icer m charge of revenue operations was M.S. Jaykar
- who proposed extremely hrgh rate of revenue collection from the farmers
in the taluka of Bardoli takmg l_nto account artificial economic and political

t

conditions.

When the work of revrsron started m Bardoli, a high power commrttee of
the Government of India had recommended the adoption of the principle
of ‘annual’ value as the basrs of ‘settlement in future. This annual value
was defined as “the gross produce ‘minus cost of productron mcludmg the
value of the labour actua‘ll“y expended by the farmer and his family on the
holding” ' , Jaykar however rgnored this recommendation and instead
. applied the Rental value thesrs favoured by his superior. officer. He
~ besides using the rental: statlstrcs to determine the assessment, he also

used rental indices for thenpurpose of. grouping various kinds of lands

The result was the complete drstomon of the srtuatron As was later
: pointed out by a commlttee appomted toe enquire into the whole matter,-.
~Jaykar in many cases. had treated ‘jiyarat’ or- grain producing land as
“‘bhata’ or the garden lands He had also in some cases, assessed large
areas as rice lands srmply because at some point of time in the past they

Tt

were used for growmg nce

;‘ Report of the lndfan Taxatron Enquzry Commrttee Governmer?t of lndra 1924-25,

Calcutta 1926, vol.l, no. 20, pg.{ 85
2 R.S. Broomfield and R.M. Maxwell Report of the Special Enquiry into_the Second

Revision Settlement of the Bardolr and the Chorasr ta{ukas Bombay, 1929, pg. 9
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tho-ugh now they were only Capable of growing dry crop or grass. He had
also in few places, assessed the land on the assumption that the
irrigational facilites were available in the past, though in fact these
facilities had ceased to exist’. Besides the theory of rental value, Jaykar
also used price indices of the commodities as the basis for the
determination of the rate of assessment. The chief crops grown in Bardoli
were juwar, rice and cotton. However due 0 the conditions created by the
World War }I, there was steep rise in the prices. The price of juwar, for
instance, registered a rise of 47.91% from 1895 to 1924. Similarly cotton
prices also rose to about 196.87% in the same period®.

Jaykar took into account these rise in prices, but by the time he finalized
his report, the prices of crops had begun to fall except that of cotton. He
also ignored the fact that much of the price rise was due to currency

inflation”.

Thus presenting a rosy picture of the economy and the taluka, Jaykar
proposed an increase of 30.59% in the land revenue of the taluka.

s

" * The Peasntry and Nationalism, pg.39
* ibid, pg.40
* Report of the Special Enquiry into the Second Rewsron Settlement of the Bardoli and

the Chorasi talukas, pp. 15-17
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Appendlx iveC
THE CHIPKO MOVEMENT- A FORM OF FOREST SATYAGRAH ‘

Forests have always been an important source of revenue for the state.
. They have also been the home of various tribes who depended solely on
the forest and its produce for survival. Thus the wooded resources at
: times became ‘the'are‘a of c'ontehtlon between the state and the forest
- dwellers. This contest reached rts height during the British period. Forests
- during the Raj were felled on a large scale to satisfy non-local commercial
needs, such as shrpbuxldmg for the Royal Navy and for the expansion of
- the imperial railways. The prlme aim of  forest conservancy was to
generate revenues from the forests Thus the rights of the tribals and -

forest dwellers were taken away

~ Satyagrah, in the Gandhlan ldeology, was the use of non-vrolent means as
'; a political weapon to attam the sought motlves The years 1930-31
witnessed the spread of forest satyagrah throughout India as a protest
. against the reservation of forests for exclusive exploitation by the British
commercial mterests The forests satyagrah were especially successful in
-"the regions where the survwal of the Iocal population was closely
associated with the forests Ilke The Himalayas, the Western Ghats and
the Central lndlanlhllls In Central India, Gond tribals were gunned down
: for participating :n the satyagrah On May 30 1930, number of unarmed g |
‘villagers were kllled and many were mjured in the Tilari village, Tehri
‘Garwal, when they gathered to protest the Forest laws of the rulers. -
" n 1850 an Englashman Mr Wllson .obtained a lease to explort the forests
of the kingdom of Tehn Garhwal for an annual rent of Rs 400. Under him
‘several Deodar and Chir forests were felled for the commercial use: In
1864, taking msprratron from erson s ﬂounshmg trade the British rulers of

oot
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| the North Western frontier prox{inces took a !ease_fo'riiéo' years and .
engaged him to exploit the forests for them. When the kingdom of Tehri
“realized the lafge revendee made by the government, they took the

~ management of forests in their own hands.

_: The conflict between the people and the state arose when the latter put
several restrictions on the former regarding the use of the woods. The
people protested and the king (K:rtl Shah) had to pacify the- people by -
. granting them more nghts

. However, the altercations ,between_ the state and the people continued
which intensified m 1930, when the locals ‘of Garhwal began the non- |
~ cooperation move}*nent main!_y around the issue of forests. Satyagrah to

; resi's_t the oppreeeive lawsf; was rn'ojre,intensive in tne Rawain:region. The .

king of Tehri being in Eurepe his dewan Chakradhar Tayal, crushed the

; peaceful protest wath the help of armed forces. A large number of

. satyagrahis were kmed and wounded while many others lost their lives in -
a desperate attempt to cross the river Yamuna. In the meantlme the
Saklana, Badlyargarh Karakot Klrtmagar and other regions revolted

~against the king's ‘rule in 1947 and declared themselves the panchayats..
. Finally on August 1, 1949 the kmgdom of Tehri was liberated from the .

 feudal rule and it became a p,art of the state of Uttar Pradesh. '

‘ The ‘sfate underf 'any' regime “can ’assume dictatorial Apewers. The
signiﬁcance of fhe c-h'ipko; Movement was that it intensified further after
,I mdependence Dunng the colomal penod the nationalist colorings were
‘1 given to the forest satyagrah, but the depletlon of the woods continued
. even after mdependence m ‘those areas where they were crucial in the

" survival of the tnbal peopie and small farmers

-
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This movement was carried jout in oost independence India by Gandhians,
such as Sarta Behn Mira Behn and Dev Suman. Sunder Lal Bahuguna
'betonged to a later generatlon of Forest Satyagrahls who were deeply
msprred by the Gandhians. The Chrpko Movement in Garhwat prrmanty‘
aims, at protecting the forests preservmg of culture and maintaining of
livelihoods and thls is the . reason that women have been the major

supporter of thrs movement

The ﬂrst Chrpko Movement in rndependent India took place in Apnt 1973
~ when the vmagers agrtated agamst fettmg of ash trees in the Mandal
forests. Agam in. March 1974 27 women under the leadership of Gaura
* Devi saved a Iarge number of trees from a contractor's axe. it was after
this rnCIdent that the government ended the contract system of falling and
| formed the uttar Pradesh Forest Corporatron During the next five years
L Chrpko resrstance against the fetlrng of trees took place in various parts of
j Garhwal- Hlmalaya regron Among various regions, the movement was
most successful in Adwani, Amarsar, and__ Badigarh.

The auctton of adwanr forests took ptace in Narendra nagar, in October
- 1977. Bahuguna was actrvely rnvolved in the protest and appealed the
 forest contractor fo refram from auctronmg the forests However the
‘ auction was undertaken but when the men of contractor came along with

the policemen to fell the trees the large group of women under Bachhni

Devi (wife of the contractor) came forward to save the forests. Women tied
- sacred threads to ‘the trees andleach tree was guarded by three women.
-The contractor and the pohce havmg been failed withdrew. It was here in -
the Adwam forests that the ecotogrcal stogan ? What do the forests bear?

. . Soil water and pure air”, was born
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Thus the Chipkc Movement feﬂected the ecological struggle between the
State and the People since the colonial times, which further extended to

the post independence period.

Source:

1 Vandan\é Shiva and J. Bandyopadhyay, "The Evolution, Structure, and Impact of the
Chipko Movement’, Research Foundation for Science, Techho!ogy and Naturai Resource
Policy for India, 1982 '

2. Sundar Lal Bahuguna, Chipko- A Novel Movement for the Establishment of Cordial
Relationship between Man and Nature; Chipko Information Centre, Tehri Garhwal, 1980.



