
preface

This essay is based upon the study of a rural 
community in Soth Gujarat. An attempt has been made 
here to analyse the social effects of industriali
zation and urbanization 'on rural areas* Modern 

industrial and technological developments, the 
growth of towns and cities and the development of 
communications produce varying effects on the social 
and political institutions of villages. It is both 
important and interesting to find out whether as a 
result of economic development the traditional - 
social institutions show signs of disintegration, or 
they are adapting themselves to the values and orga
nisational needs of the changing social order; and, 
to what extent, the process of adjustments generates 
tensions in the social system. These problems have 
been studied by examining the social system of a 
village in South Gujarat.

This thesis is based upon the research work 
done by me under the University Grants Commission



Scheme of Research in Social Tensions* This 
research project was continued from January, 1956 
to May, 1958 and was jointly financed by the 
University Grants Commission -and the M.S* University 
of Baroda* I thank both the Commission and the 
University for their generous grants but for which 
this work would not have been realised.
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