CHAPTER IV

THE ECONCMIC AND POLITICAL
ORGANISATION OF THE
TRADITIONAL VILLAGE

I

Lgnd and C;ogs:

 ‘The total area of land of the village Haria in 1901
was 911.07 acres or about 1.4 square miles. Of'these
911 acres, 156 acres were under roads, ponds and the
village site and 31 acreé under pasture; 49 acres
constituted uncultivgble land and the remaining ares,

vize 675 acres, consisted of cultivable land holdings.

From the point of view of the ownership of village
lands it may be stated here that the village Anavils
were the virtual owners of the cultivable land in\the
village. As against this the other village castes owned
a negligible proportion of land in the village. Land

- digtribution among different castes in Haria in 1901 is



shown in Table No«3.

TABLE III#
' Distribution of Land wmong different Castes of Haria in
1901 )
Noe. Name of Caste Landowned Percentage
(in acres) '
1. ANAVILS 612.29 90.4
2. DHEDS 18.19 3,0
3, BRAHMAN . 1.00 0.2
(Priest) :
4. DUBLA 0.21 0.1
5. MOCHI 0.07 0.1
6o MONEY-LENDERS 42.04 642
(Outsiders) ‘
Totals ‘ 675.00 : 100.0

*Note: Thisg table is based on the earliest record of
land ownership and the amount of land revenue
ccllected from different owners of land in
Hariaze. This record is nzsmed as botkhat and is
dated 1901. It was available at the Taluksa
Record Office of Bulsar.

It will be seen from this Teble that the Anavils
owned as much as ninety per cent of cultivable land in

the ‘villages On thé other hend, the Dheds, Brahmans,
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Dublas and Mochis-together owned a little over three
percent of that land. Thé rest of that land was owﬁed
by money lenﬁers.lihe Landownership Register, named as
botkhat, from which this information has been gathered,
mentions the names of fé;r Parsi money lenders of Pardi.
The Haria_Anavils often borrowed money from them by
mortgaging their landg. Hence the names of the money
lenders in the Landownership Register. While the Dheds
"owned land in lieu of their services to the State as
Vethiyas (village peons), the shoe-maker and the
Brahman owned land for serving the village communitye
HowAa Dubla came to own land in the village is not

knowns

From the point of view of cultivation the culti-
vable .village land was divided into thrée divisions,
vize. bagayat (garden land), kysri (wet-crop land or
rice land) and jarayat (dry-crop land). They are
arranged in order of their fertility; that is, garden
lend was superior to wet-crop lahd and the wet-ﬁrop
land was superior to dry-crop land. While t&o Oor even
three croés were raised on the garden and wet-crop

land, the dry-crop land was hardly-brought under
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cultivation for growing food crops. mable‘No.4 given

below shows that about 261 acres (or 3%6.6 percent)

constituted garden land, about 42 acres (or 6.2 per
cent) wet;crop.land and about 373 acres (or 55.2 per

cenﬁ) dry»crbp land.

A rich variety of crops'were grown on the garden
lende Some of themhwere éugér ceane, tur pluses '
(cajenus indicus), vegetables such as suran (amorpho-
phalus) and tamatoes, spices such as ginger and tur-

merie, til (gingelly), coarse type of millets e.ge.

Table IV
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TABLE IV#

Land Distribution under different Crops in Hariz in 1901

- — - G 5 > £ o St o S S W e S D P e e e i S e U 55 TSP e e it B i e B W s G S WY YO e Gats e e e W B e

Under crop Areg of Percentage  Percen-

or in some land of the - tage of

other use - total cul- the -
tivable total
land village

land

Bagayat land crops 260,31 3846 -

Wet land crops 42.05 06.2 -

Dry-land crops 373.04 55.2

Total land 675.00 100.0 T4.2
under cultivsgtion -

R S Wi A B, B RS W N Sk I Koo WS W € W WG G W W W R S Wae S5 S IR T S O WS . S W, S0 O e W S e B B e U5 WD A W oo Bl VU D o S

Uncultivable 49.00 .o \ C5.4
Village pasture 31.07 .o  0%.4
Under roads, 156.00 .o 17«1

village ponds
and village site
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#Note: This table is also based upon the information
cellected from botkhat

nagali (eleusine coracana), sanno (hemp), fruits e.g.
bananas and divels (castor §eeds). These crops were

grown in such a way that the land hardly remazined
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uncultivagted during the year. One crop followed the
other in rotation. 4 chart showing rotation of crops
on the garden and wet crop lands in Haria is given

below.

CHART II

Rotation of Crops on Garden and Wet-Crop land in Heria

. Wt WO S S - S e s S WGP SO A " W WS D G W g GO S GEP W WS B0 S G WD G S W W D b G U G S S S A TR G O A N S S e W S

Year Garden Land Wet-crop Land
(Crops) - - (Crops) -
1st Year Tﬁr and sugarcane Pa.ddy and val

2nd Year Tur, til,ginger, Paddy and val
} turmeric, suran,
bananas, tamstoes
and divelg
3rd Year Nagali and sann Paddy and val

4th Year Tur and sugarcane Paddy and val

o o Yo T A - U - - 03— WP WY i o0 B W Wit g VR S N s T O W S L T M NS 5Ny W Ml D WS SO B P s W B B U W

Two or evén three crops were raised 6n the garden
and wet-crop 1§nd. The main-factors whicﬁ helped raising
two-to-three crops in the same field during a year were
(a) land was rich in fertility, (b) there was ample and

regular rain during monsoon (between 45"and 65") and
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(e) the village cultivators could irrigate their fields

during off-season period through privately owned wells.

Rotatlon of crops was done with a view of avoxd :
exhaustlon of the 8011. leferent and mixed crops were
grown on the same piece of land one after another from
year to year. It will be seen from Chart No.2 that
nagali and éann were followed by tur plﬁses and sugar-
canee. Nagaii was(a monsobn crop and sann a winter crope
Sann preceded the cu;tivation of sugarcane because the
former acted as a fertilizer when dried and burnt in the
fields just before thé cultivation of sugarcane. A mixed
crop of tur pluses and sugarcane was possible because
the latter was a thirteen;monﬁh erope Tur could be
harvested within a period of five to six months and till
that time sugarcane plants were quite young. After -the
harvest of both tur and sugarcane was taken the remains
of plgnts were dried and burnt in the fields and this
added to the fertility of the soil. In the following
years‘a number of different crops were reised. in those
- fieldss However, there was no regula; cultivation of
divela, but divela seeds were sown on the boundaries of

these fields, so that along with other crops divela
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plants also grew up, without‘speéial attention. These
crops were followed by négali and sann; after which
again it was the turn of tur and sugarcanes Thus every
fburth'yaar sugarcane was cultivated on the garden
land. Some cultivators, however, did not strictly
follow this pattern of cultivation. The interval
between two sugarcane crops was scmetimes extended

from three to five or even six yearse.

With regard to the wet crop land, two crops were
"grown in rdtation, one after another. They were paddy
and val pulses. Paddy was a khariffor monsoon crop and val

pulses was & Rabi or winter crop.

Generally, the dry-crop land was not Erought und er
cultivation of food crops. A part of it was reserved
as a paétu?e where the cattle grazed; on other part of
it grass was allowed:to grow.freely which was cut,dried
and preserved as fodder; and on the rest of it wildly
grew babul trees which>were4a source of firewood. A
few cultivators, however, reised kodra a type of coarse

grain, on parts of this land at long intervals.

The important pbint to be noted =zbout various
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agricultural activities in Hgria was that the village
cultivators remained more or less engaged in a round.
the-year agricultural sehedule. At times simultaneous
attention had te be paid to different activities on
the garden, wet-crop and dry;crop land. The agricul-
tural calender given below in Chart No. 3 clearly
shows that while on the garden land there was conti-
nuous work to be done throughout the year, on the
wet-crop and dry-crop land there was work only during
seasons. However, the pressure of work remained more
during the months June-July, September-Cctober-Novem-

ber and February-March-Aprile

Chart III
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The crops of sugarcgne, tur, suran, paddy, val
and banangs involved very minute agriculturagl
operations. Sugarcane was a thirteen-month crop. Except
for monsoon, it regquired regular irrigation till its
harvests Almost sll cﬁltivators owned a well (in or
near their sugarcane fields), a pair of oxen and a
kos ( a big leather jar) or‘Persian wheels With these
facilities they could irrigate their sugarcane fields
as long as they required. Then, glong with the harvest
of sugarcane, gul manufacturing activifies 2l so0 began.
Juice was extrascted from sugarcane by means of kolu (a
country wooden machine run with tﬂe help of a pair of
oxen); and gul was manufactured by boiling the juice
in big iron pans till it becomes thick. Gul was then

packed in earthen pots for sales

S8imilarly, in the case of the other main crops,
the cultivgtors remazined very busy all throughout the
vears. One of the elderly village informants put it
thus: Yone who missed a moment (during the season) lost
the year"s It was the problem of performing agricultural
operstions et particular momentses This was especially

true with sowing, transplanting and harvesting operations



of different cropse Crops got easily spoilt if those

opergtions were deleyeds

Thug this type of crop-psttern involved steady
work throughout the year. The cultivators could not
cope up with heavy agricultural worg single-handed. I%
was quite essentigl for them tc maintain a permanent
labour forces This was ensured through the Hali
system which was widely prevalent in the whole of

South Gujarat.

Hali System:

Bvery Anavil family in Hgria maintained one or
more families of Dublas or Naikas as halis and the
services of the entire hali family were at éhe disposal
of the dhaniyamo . This sort of dhaniyamo-hgli relzgtion-
shipy was prevalent in the whole of South Gujarat before
the beginning of the present qentryo With the beginning
of the presenﬁ century, the Hall system came under the

influence of some economic and politiczl changes in



South Gujarate. Here I present a picture of the Hali
system prevalent in Haria before it was affected by

recent changese.

The usuai accégnt of the Qhaniyamo;hali relation-
ship started with the necéssity for a Dublag youth to
finance his wedding. He approached one_of the landlords
of his village for a loane. The lani%rd, who was in need
of a permanent labourer, granted the loan to the Dubla
youth. In return,~the latter agreed to serve the former
until the debt was repaide In this way'the Dubla Jouth
became the hali of that landlorde. As the hali was,
howéver, unable to repay his debt, he served~his dhani-
yamo throughout his lifes. The hali's wife (czlled
harekwali) and his sen (called govalio) also almost in-
variably, served the hali's dhaniyamo as a mgid servant
and cowherd respectivelye When the hali's son reached
mgrrisgeable sge,; he gpproached his fatherts dhgniyamo
for a loans Generally, the dhaniyemo gave him the loan
mainly on two considerations; (1) that the Dubla Youth
had served him as his cowhered so farj and (2) that he
needed a new hgli to replace the present hsli when the

latter retired. Thus, with the receipt of a loan the



Dubla youth followed the footsteps of his father and
tied up his family also with his father's dhaniyamo.

It was in this way that the male descéndants of the
hali's family and those of the dhaniyamo's family
maintained the same type of dhaniyemo-hszli relation~
ship for several generations without a breake. The hali's
son, however, could approach amother landlord of the
village if the dhaniygmo of hig father was not in need
of one more hgli. In that case, he became the hzgli of

" the other landlord who.offered him the necessary loan
to finance his weddinge But there toc, being a hali, he
worked as a permanent labourer under that dhaniysmoe. In
this way the labourers of not only village Haria, but
of the whole region of South Gujarat Qorked throughout
their life as halis under Anavil or other dhaniyamocess
The Gezetter (Vol. II) has made az detailed note of Hali
systems It has been mentioned that in the central plain
region of South Gujarat some big Anavil landlords

employed as many as 400 hglise.

The Nature and hours of
work of the Hgli:

The hali lived with his family in a hut generally

built on his dhaniyamo's land and worked usually on the
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latter's field:;o~Besides sgriculturgl work, the hsali,
at times, was reguired to wbrk elsewhere as> desired
by his dhaniyamo. The ha;i drove hig dhaniyamo's cart
to a2 nearby village or a toyn; he escorted the latter's
daughter to her affinal home; and occasionally he

helped the latter's womenflok in. domestic worke

Normally the hali worked from 8 a«ﬁ. to 6 Delle
"with a bregk of oneéto;two hoﬁrs for 1un§h at noon
time (e.ge from 12 nocon to 2;00 Pelte ) But during the
peak seasons, that ig, at the time of planting sugan;
cane, sowing,‘transplanting and harvesting paddy and
grass;cutting, the hali started workingras early as

5 aem. and continued working till 7 pem. with the usual
bresk of two hours at the noontimes As the hali's hut
was at a stone's throw from his dhaniysmo's house, he

was called if necessary, even during the night.

The hali's wife, the harekwali, who worked as a
maid servant in her husband's dhani&amo's house, daily
performed such duties as sweeping éhe floor of the '
house; cleaning the cattle-shed and carrying the dung
to the dungheap; fetching water for housechold purﬁoses;
cleansing the household utensils; and, occasionaly, -
gripding the g;ain.’She also didhsuch additional work
as was called upon to do on special occasions 1like

wedding in the dhaniyamo's family. Her usual hours of
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work were from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The hali‘s'son, the govalio, usually took the
dhaﬁiyamo‘s cattle out every morning to graze on the
village pasture 6r to the dhgniyemo's private vada land,
He went out at 8 a.m. and returned at\5 pemms He was also
a sort of an apprentice to whom the dhaniyasmo occasione
ally,entrusted some light work either in the home or

on the fielde.

Rates of Wages:

There was, however, no uniformity in the payment of
wages té the halise Barring certain minor differences
the hali, the harekwali and the govalio generally
received their wages from their dhaniyemoes mostly in a
fixed amount of gfain allowances and a little cash on
a Tew occasions « During the peak seasons, when hali was
required to remsin on the fields for the whole day, the
dhaniysmo provided two meals~avday to the hali, which
included (i) breskfast of .one loaf of nagali and a small

1
quality of kathol; and (ii) lunch of cocked rice, dal 2

1 It is a substitute for green vegetables. It is prepa-
red from certain pulses, here, usually from val.

2 Cooked liquid pulses.
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and papad or a small quantity of pickles. During the
rest of the year the hzli got his daily wages consist-
ing of (i) breakfast as mentioned‘above and (ii) grain
allowances locally called as bhatu which included either
from athavalas > of peddy or two athavalas of nagali
vhichever the hali chose. Over and -above these daily
grain allowances or meals, the hali also received some
quantity of tobacco enough for a day's smoke. In addi;
tion to these daily receipts the hali_got his annual
requirements of clothes and footwares, viz. a pair of
pichhodis (dhoti), a pair of dagalo (waistcoat) and a

- pair of shoese Moreover, the dhaniyamo used to give a
gift. of a few qoins on the occasion of some festivals
such as divaso, holi gnd divali. This gift was named as
pivainu, that is, the gift was meant for enjoying a

drink of toddy.

The harekwali received as her daily wages one
‘dishful of meals at noontime which she usually carried

to her homee It included cooked rice, dal, a loaf of

——— - qo——— L]

3 This is a local measures. It is made up of hollow ~
bamboo and contains about 1.25 lbs of grainse
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nagali and paﬁaﬁ or pickles. Moreover, she was paid
from %g/é/;‘to Re. 1/1/~ per month depending upon the
size of the dhaniyamo's family, and a pair of garments
€¢8e B gari end a blouse annuaglly. During the season of
transplanting and harvesting of paddy and grass cutting,
she worked a veliyas (lit. part time labourer) on the
field of her dhaniysmo and received hglf the amount of

grain allowances given to the hali.

The govalio was given one loaf of nagali and a
small quantity of kathol twice a day and one rupee per
months Some lgndlords,; however, gave him secondhand
garments also. But this was out of their kindness
towvards the hali’s son and not a paft of the conventional

wages of the govalio.

Apart from these regular psyments the dhaniyamo
alsc spent for medicines, etc. in the event of sickness
of & member of his halis family. But this was very rare.
Moreover, the dhaniysmo not only allowed his hali to
build his hut on the former‘s land, but also provided
free of charge some building materials including

dabhadu (straw), wood and cowdunge
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Thus the dhaniyamo practically maintzined the whqle
of his halits family in return of the latter's services
to himes In this sense it can be said to be a relation-
ship that existed between the two families of the dha-
niysmo and the hali rather then simply the relationship
between the dhaniyamo as the master landlord and the hali
as his permanent lagbourer. This sort of inter~fzmiliar

relationship was unique in itself.

The hali, gained a particular status in his dhani-
yamo's family. The dhaniyszmo's children paid due respect
to the elderly hali by addressing the latter as Magalakak,
(l1it. uncle Mangala). On the other hand, the hali address-
ed his dhaniyame in singular which is considere@ to be -

a mark of closeness and affection between two persons.
The hali could freely move in hig dhaniysmet's house
except the kitchen which shows that full trust was laid
upon him by the latters The hali was invarigbly consult-
ed by his dhaniyamo in important agricultural matters.
The hali also worked with full vigour and enthusiasm on
hig dhgniyamo's field, least the crops should faéla The

dhaniyamo on his part, recognised the selfless services
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of his hali by not only lcoking after him when he was
i1l but also maintaining him during his oldage. It was
not that the hali was respected in hig dhaniyamo's
house alone; he was equally respected by his dhaniyamo's
vevai(son's or daughter's father-in-law), Similarly, his
dhaniyamo duly resﬁécted his vevail's hali. To illustrate,
when the hali of Mr., X of village P escorted Mr. X's
daughter to her affinal home in village Q4 the veval of
Mr. X entertained him with sweet dishes (e.g. kansar,
dal, cooked rice and vegetables or pickes); and so did
Mr.‘X. When his vevai's hgli visited his place on such
an occasions There were some other occasions also when
the dhaniysmoes treateé their vevaitls halis with due
respects such as when Mr. X's hgli led a gheraiya dance
groupﬁo Mr., X's vevai's place for the first time after
Mr. X's daughter's wedding or after Mr. X's daughter

delivered a son.

o
These and various q%§!§f§32tances are sufficient to
show that ordingrily the relations between the dhaniya-
moes and their hglis continued to be harmoniouse. The
dheniyamo~hali relationship was, therefore, a perpetu-

ation not merely of economic relationship but essentially
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of inter~familiasl relationship. Of course, there were
some Vgriations as regards the rates and nature of
payments of wages to the halis in different parts of
South Gujarat. But the general pattern of dhaniyamo-
hali relationship remained the same. It may also be
pointed out here that there would have been some
instances when a hali changed his dhaniamo after some
period of their 'contract's Shukla has made a ncte of
this possibiiity in his survey of =z South Gujarat
Taluka.? But as he has noted, this was possible only
if the other dhaniyamo was prepared to pay off the debt
of the hzli to the latter's original dhaniyamo. Such
cases were few abd far between. However, the hali
remained a hali so0o long as he was bound to under a
dhaniyamoe. He could not beccme free from his bondage;
and with him was tied the entire hali;family tc a

dhaniyzmots familye.

Nevertheless, this Hzli system was the back-bone
of the rural economy of South Gujarat. It ensured both
a eontinuous flow of labour supply to the landowners

and a security of work and wages to the labourers. To

" w— - e - - sy - - —

@ Shuklg J.Be Life and Lgbour in g South Gujarat Taluka
(1937, Che V), pe116
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. ecgll the hali a 'serf! or a 'slave! is an exéggerated
view of the whole picture.5 No doubt, the halis were
paid‘below what may be called as standard level of
wages. But it is not true to .say that the hali was

treated as a slave by his dﬁaniyamo.
IIT
Marketing Organisation:

Among the various crops grown in the village paddy,
naga}i, val apd tur pluses, kodra, til and sann were
produced mostly for consumption in the‘village. On the
other hand, sugsrcane, surah; turmeric, ginger and
bananas were commeréial cropse Although ;he latter
crops have been described as Qommereial erops, a small
portion of them,was, however, reserved for home consum=
ption. Simiiarly, the surplus of paddy, tur and val
pulses nagal, kodra and sann were scld off by the
village cultivatorss Grass grown dn the dry-crop land
was largely'presérVed by the cultivators for fodder

~ for their cattle.

5 (i) P.G.Shgh supports this line of argument. See his
The Dublas of Gujerat: (1958), Ch. XIII, p.176.

(ii) Also G.C.Mukhtyar quotes from Bombay Census Report
of 1921 (Part I, Ps223) that Halis have been described
there as 'freemen, de jure, but serfs or slaves de =~
facto's Quotation from a foot note on p.170,CheX of GeC.
Mukhtyar's Life and Lgbour in g South Gujarat Village.
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The cultivators of Haria sold their surplus grain
and gul prepared from sugarcane juice to some of the
Chhipa wholesale grain merchants of Bulsar. Similarly,
fruits and vegetables were sold to kachhia (vegetable
and fruit merchants) of Bulsar. Sometimes some grain and
vegetable brokers came to the village and directly con-
tacted the cultivators for the sales at the harveste. In
this method of sales, the brokers paid & lump sum to
the cultivators after observing the harvest. At other
times, the cultivators themselves cgrried by means of

carts the surplus goods to Bulsar market for salese.

Bulsar was a big commercial centre for the Southern
talukas of Surat'district. It acted as the main collect-
ing and distributing centre not only for gul bui some
other agricultural and forest products of the surround-
ing areas alsce The Bulsar wholesale dealers in gul
purchased gul from the local producers and then exported

the same to different parts of North Gujarat and
Saurashtra.6

6 GeCoMukhtyar writing sbout gul marketing in another
village (e«ge Atgam) of Bulsar taluka also mentions
this faet of large exports of gul from Bulsar to di-
fferent parts of North Gujarat and Kathimawar. See his
Life and Lebour in a South Gujarast Village:(1930),
Ch.XI, P.189. Large parts of these exports of gul from
Bulger were carried out through small country boats
sailing from the Bhagada port (which is a part of Bule
sar town) upto the two nearer ports of Saurashtra viz:
Bhavnagar and Ghogha.
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The two nearer town markets of Bulsar and Fardi
were commercially connected with Hariae. Bulsar was
joined with Haria;by an all-weather approach road;
but one could go to Pardi from Haria only by a foot-
tracks Although Pardi (about three;and;a;hélf miles on
fOOt;trapk'f;Gm Haria) was nearer than Bulsar(about
seven miles on cart tfapk), the Harig people mgintained
close business ties with Bulsar. The only reason for
this was that Bulsar was both the Taluka Head Quarters

and o bigger trading centre then Pardi-:

The Haria cultivators sold their surplus crop
production in Bulsar market 'and from these they purchased

most of their necessaries such as juvar (staple food

grain of alllAnavils of SOuth Gujarat), wheat, salt,
spices, cloth and occasionally precious metalss Some-
times, few of them purchased some of their—requirements
from the Pardi market alsos But this was rare and in a
negligible proportional as compared to their purchases

from Bulsars

There was another type of marketing practice follow-
ed in the interior parts of this region also. It was by

way of periodicsl moving mérkets held at the places of
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pilgrimage and fairs)and regular weekly markets at some
central places which were known as hatwaras. Some of the
town merchants went there with small stocks of different
cutlery goods, brass and copper utensils, sweets and
other eatables, coarse varieties of cloth, etc. Mostly
the tribal people andwp90ple o;yiﬁs-castes visited these

markets and made their purchases. There were three such “

hatwaras in Bulsar taluka.

Another point which needs some emphasis here is
that in most of the business transactions very 1it€lé
use of cash was done. As has been pointed out earlier,
both the halis and the other servicing castes were
largely paid in terms of grainse Some cash was, however,
required by Harig cultivators for nmaking purchases of
their requirements from the town markets, for making
revenue paynents and for occasional smgll gifts and little
cash payments to their halig.Z/The cash they needed for
these three main purposes was secured by them from their

sales of surplus crops to the town merchants. But they

s S Y et T G €7 AT g W Uy TR B 15 KT 0 D UK o LS e T WY g s s S s i i S i Ve B S W s QA R A Wk S

7T The author was informed that a medium~sized Angvil
family of Haria needed on an average cash amcunt of
Bse 350/- to 400/+ during one year for covering various
cash payments.
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found it most difficult to finance some unforseen
contingency such an accidentai death of an ox in the
midst of agricultural season. It was equally difficult
for them to finance recurring social ceremonies such

as a daughter's marriasge and/or a parent's death, such
gxpenditures were, however, met with by them by incu-
rring debtss They used to borrow money from four Parsi
moneylenders whose names ﬁave been mentioned in the
landownership register of Haria dated 1901« The aﬁthor
does not posses further informstion about tﬁe extent of

indebtedness of Haria cultivators in about 1901

In its trade relations with nearer ports, the
small port of Haria might have Beem also played some
parts The author dgeé not posses much information about
it except the fgct that a survey Number 372 of the
village land is until.now been recognised as Haria
bandar (port). As & mark of this, there are still some
wooden logs sunk deep into the mud on the bank of river
Par. This port is not serviceable nows As during tidal
periods, the river Par become navigable, it seems that
small country boats might have linked Harig and its
neighbouring villages with some of the nearer port-

towns such as Bulsar and Umarsari; or there might have
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been a ferry service in the river Par joining Haria

with towns and villages on the opposite bank.

IV

The Village Political Orgasnisation

The Domingnt Castes

As in the whole of South Gujarat, the fngvils
formed the most powerful and influegtial caste;group
in Hariae They owned over ninety per cent of land in
the villages They were superior to all other caste.
groups from the point of view of social and ritual
status alsoe From the point of vieﬁ of numerical strength
they wergt%ext to the group of the tribal castes, viz:
Dublas and Naikas. But because the Dublas and Naikas
did not own any land and because they occupied a much
lower position in the village hierarchy, they could not
exert any influence in the village « In fact, they were
so completely subordinated to their Anavil masters that
their influence was practically nil in the village
affairs. -The Dheds, who formed the third major group in

the village were, no doubt, able to accumulate some
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wealth by serving as butlers; they were also to some
extent'eduCated and westernised due to their close
contact with the Europeans; but the bar of untouchabi-
1ity disqualified them to play any important role in
the village affairs. -

The other servicing caste-groups of the village
were not‘only in a great minority but 1argely depended
on the Anavil landowners, and they were lower to Anavils
in social ritual and economic statuss Therefore, they

were. also not influential in the village affairse.

The Hegdman:

There was a hesdman in the village called as Police
Patels He was nominated by the District Qolleétop. His
tenure of Office was of five years. Thus, unlike in
someléf the villages of other parts of Gujarat, the
Police Patel's Office was not hereditarye. As = village
level Officer his msin duties were: (i) to protect the
village from decoits, etc.; (ii) to maintain peace and
order in the e village; (iii) to communicate to the
Taluka office any event disturbing thé pease'and order
in the village and to ask for immediate police aid from

) . ]
there if necessary; and to help the village accountant
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in the work of collecting land revenue from the
cultivatorss. For all this work he received from the
Government (i.eo Taluka Office) a fixed amount of

honorarium annually.

Unlike the villages in which the Police Patel's
Office is hereditary, the position of the Police Patel
in Haria was considered to be of little importances
There was hardly anytime a contest for that post in the
village. There were instances in the past when in the
absgnce of the readiness of any other person, the same
Police Patel was re-zppointed for five successive terms.
The important point to be noted in this connection is
that no Desai of Haria has ever become a Police Patel
of the village fof the simple reason that the Desais,
whose acenstors were big district-level officers during
the Mogul and Maratha rule in South Gujarat, would not
show any inclination to become ordinary village level
officers. The Bhathelas who became Police Patels of the
village were also -not too big landholders. This clearly
shows that no great importance was attached to the post
of Police Patel in Haris. He was an Officer, but not a

very influencigl person, nor a leader in the village. .
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The Panch:

vaskted
The real authority of village leadership was.in

the hands of an unofficial body called the Village
anchayata, briefly, the panch. The panch consisted of
four or five elderly Anavils, who were also big land-
lords, of the village. Except once (which was, I was
informed, a coincidence), the Police Patel was never a
member of the panch. Generally, two or three members of
the panch were Desais and the other two Bhathelas .They
acted as arbitrators in disputes rega;ding land and
division of ancestral property among the brothers of
a famiiy; as a rule, their decision was held final.
The village elders also acted as mediators in settling
the betrothals of Angvil youths reaching marrisgeable
‘ages In settling bgtrothals, the important function they
performed was of deciding an agrecable amount of dowry
and various items of paheramani to be given by the bride's
father to the bridegroom and to the latter's kinsmen at
the time of marriage. At times in a wedding that took
place in the wvillage, they pursuaded the brideéfcom's
father, on behalf of the bridg*s father, to reduce as

much as possible the amount of dowry and pahersmani.
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Nobody from the village approached the court of
law at Bulsar or Surgt for solving disputeses Mr. X was
proud in saying that the wordAof'the-village elders who
constituted the village Panch washnever"disobéyed by the

 vi11age people, because the Panch was partial toAnone.
Not only the Anavils, but thg other oéste;groups of
Haria also approsched this village Panch for the dis;
putes arising betweon them. But the’disputes arising
between‘membgrs of one caste were dealt with the caste's

respective caste panchs,f

Apart frog the general body of villsge panch,each
individual caste-group in Haria was related with its
respective caste;groups in the neighbouring villages
. These caste-groups héd'their own sepa;ate caste~pancha-~
vatas. These bodies were also as influentiazl as the
village panchayatae The caste-panchayatas inflicted
severe punishﬁent gﬁch.gs 2 fine or even excommunica- .
tion upon any of the caste;member who disobeyed the
traditional.caste;rules. The pecple of Haria expressed
vertical unity<£hrough yhe village panch and horizdntal
unity thrcugh their caéte-panchs. The horizontal unity
of the village caste~groups cut across the village

boundaries.



General Conclusion asbout the trgditionagl village:

Thus village Harila was a little community consisting
of g small number of castes. One of them was a dominant
castes It was not numericazlly dominant, but it enjoyed
the highest social, rituzl and economic status in the
villages The dominance of this caste was more felt in the
village because it formed g part of that caste, e.g.
ANAVIL; which was dominant in the whole region of South

Gujarate

This dominant caste patronised the other castes
of the villageo Various servicing castes and hali-
labourers served them and in return received mostly

grain wagese

It was this dominant caste, z2gain, which wielded
power in the villages The Dublas -and Naikas, although
numerically the strongest group in the village, were
fully dependent upon the village landowners the Anavils,
for their maintenance; the Dheds, who formed the third
major-group in the village, vwere prohibited from any
kind of sccial intercoursqwith other cagte groups of
the village because they were by birth untouchables;

and the other servicing castes were in a great minority.
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It was in this type of sogial structure of the village
that the Anavils enjoyed full dominance in the village

comnunity.

Moreover, the castes of the village community were
arranged in a hierarchiczl order vhich was based upon
their social and ritual status. The norms of social
behaviour of every individugl of this community were
primerily based upon.status considerations which were

impressively reflected in intercaste relationshipse

The internal organisation of different castes
was quite strong. Although the mémbership of different
caste~panchs spread over a number of surrounding
villages, they were strong enough to enforce caste-
codes upon their members. On the other hand, the
village-panch (consisting of the members from the
dominant caste) was equally influential in the manage-
ment of different kinds of village affairs. The hori-
zontal unity whieh obviously cut across the village
boundaries did not, however, weaken the vertical unity

which was reflected in the community life of the villagee

The analysis of the social structure of the little

village community of South Gujarat thus reveals that
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status considerations determined social relationships

in the traditional way of life.

On the side of the economic organisation of the
village community, it is found that the common unit of
a household in Hariaz was still a joint family and its
chief source of income was land. Agriculture was the
main basis of the village economic system. Not only
that but the whole life of most of the people was
attached to land. Production was largely meant for home
consumptions Some surplus of it was, however, sold off
in the town mgrket. This sale enabled the village
‘cultivators to earn some cash by which they made their
normal and routine cash payments. Transactions within
the village were largely carried out by means of a
direct exchange of goods and services. Cash was thus

rarely used.

Moreover, the social space in which the members of
that village community lived was, considerably limited.
Their marriage and hence kinship relgtionships were
hardly extended beyond the boundaries of the Bulsar
taluka. In connection with business transactions they

magintsined contazct with the town market of Bulsars Also
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on account of the necessity ~for the services of some
of the servicing castes which were not found in Haria,
the village people had to depend on various neighbour-
ing villages. In this way certain groups of surrounding
villages maintained a network of service relationships.
This was an essential chsracteristic of the social
structure of an Indian villagees Although the village
community appeared fo be a compact and self-relient
unit, it formed, in rezlity, an integral part of the
much wider sociagl, economic and politiczl system of

the region in which it was situated.



