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made play, is free from the need of creating

suspense, loosely knit, and episodic, instead of
mounting to a dynamic climax, the story unfolds in a
nunber of separate situations, each rounded and complete
in itself, The total effect of the play will be built
up through the Juxtaposition and 'montage' of contrasting
episodes., While the 'Aristoteliant drama can only be
understood as a whole, the 'epic® drama can be cut

into slices which will continue to meke sense

and give pleasure, like favorite chapters of a novel
that can be read by themselves, or extracts from

playe ; of great length that are performed as self -

contained units in the Chinese classical theatre,® Q
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In olden times, in a bloody time,
There ruled in a Caucasian city=ee——-
Men called it the City of the Damned ==----

A governor.

His name was Georgi Abashwilis
He was rich as Creesus
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In the 'epic' theatre the author can tell the

audience in advanced how the play will end, thus

freeing their minds from the distraction of suspense. “
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And the governor returned in his palece
and the fortress was trap

and the goose was plucked and roasted

But the goose was not eaten on this time
And the noon was no lenger the time to eat

Noon was the time to die, "~ &
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question is always how a given person is going to
act in a specified set of circumstances and
condi‘tions’fg‘}
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In the theatre of illusion and indentification
the actor works through introspection., He delves
into the character he is to portray and tries to

merge with him, Only after this work is accomplished
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are the characters brought into relation with each
other, The nature of the characters determines their

relationships:, The basic unit of such a theatre is

the single character,

Brecht's theatre, on the other hand, is
extrovert., The imner life of the characters is
irrelevant to him except in so far as it is
expressed in their outward at}itudes and actions,
For the smallest social unit is not one human
being, but two human beings, The eyewitness in
the example of the street accident derives
his characters wholly from their actions. He

imitates what they have done and thus permits
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inferences as to their nature, A theatre
which follows him will a large extent break
with the habit of the conventional theatre,

which derives its action from the nature of the

AR

characters.,
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And even in the thick of slaughter
A soldier feel the amorous itch

And many a buxom farmer's daughter

Has lost virtue in a diteh.
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The story teller -
As she was standing between courtyard
and gate,

' She heard or she thought she heard

a low voice calling;
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The child called to her,
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. Not whining, but calling quite

sensibly;
At 1list so it seemed to her,

"woman® it said “help me™ j333eccrecses
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. Hearing this she went beck for one more
look at the child,
only to sit with him for a’:vhoment

or two Pesecssresssassne
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Only till she would have to leave,
for the danger was too great,

city was full of flame and Ccryingeecesee
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A long time she sat with the child
Till evening came, till night came,till

dawn came,

Too long she sat, too long she saw
The soft breathing, the little fists,
Till toward morning the temptation -

£

grew toe strong

And she rose, and she bent down
and, sighing, took the child

and carried it off.
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like a thief she crept away. A
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. Margaret Eddershaw i Jeofii ogud 8 3 -

Brecht wanted the atmosphere in his theatre
to be similar to that of a sport arena, and the i
spectator could then be expected to sustain the

kind of dispassionate, critical awareness

o ‘
that fBrecht saw and admired in the crowds at sporting
events., In contrast to the well behaved Moscow

Art Theatre gudience, the Brechtain spectator was

even to be encouraged to smoke, And this change )

in atmosphere was to be aided by the use of an

open, plateform stage with no front curtains and

with minimal seenery. The meachenics of the

production were not to be hidden or disguised and

so the reverential or polite hush invoked by

the sudden revelation of egn illusion of reality §

could not occurglwpﬁl .
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