
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The thesis is the expression of constant interaction 
between my guide Pr0f.Pi3m.sh Parikh and the author. The 
fundamental concepts and theoretical developments are due 
to my guide under whom the rock material research programme 
in the department is in progress. The author shall ever 
be grateful to him for his invaluable direction, 
indefatigable zeal and meticulous attention to all the 
facets of research work.

The author owes a deep sense of gratitude to 
Prof.V.S.Thattey and Prof.A.Y.Shroff of Applied Mechanics 
Department for the fruitful discussions and valuable 
suggestions for the present research.

The author is indebted to Prof.S.K.Damle, Applied 
Mechanics Department for his keen interest in the work.

The author wishes to express his sincere thanks for 
constant encouragement and help to his colleagues notably 
Prof.J.K.Vyas, Prof.R.M.Bhagia, Dr.S.C.Patodi, Mr.A.K.Shah 
and Mr.A.S.Chirmade.

Special acknowledgements are due to Dr.V.D.Pathak 
and Dr.RamMohan of Applied Mathematics Department for 
their valuable consultations.

The author benefited from stimulating discussions 
from his colleague Mr,M.C.Gandhi con-currently working 
for doctoral programme. Thanks are also due to my students 
Mr.S.R.Parikh and Mr.N.K.lngreji for their help in the 
experimental work.

The author is obliged to Mr.C.D.Thatte, Director 
Gujarat Engineering Research Institute and Mr.V.N.Sharma 
of Central Soil and Material Research Station, New Delhi 
for their co-operation and help. Special thanks are due 
to Mrs.Y.A.Mehta of Technology Library for all the help 
during library work.

The author wishes to record the appreciations for 
the laboratory staff namely Mr.P.C.Gandhi, Mr.V.N.Kadam,



Mr.R.J.Chauhan, Mr. H.Patel and Mr. D.V.Shah for 
their co-operation and help during the present 
investigation.

The author wishes to acknowledge the Dean 
Faculty of Technology and Engineering for providing 
the research facilities and the grants for the present 
research work through agencies like U.G.C. and P.G. 
Research Council of M.S.University of Baroda.

The author is thankful to Mr. R.A.Bhosle for his 
meticulous typing work and Mr.Subnis for an accurate 
drafting work. The acknowledgements are also due to 
Mr.D.G.Somani for his selfless contribution in the 
documentation work of the thesis. The author is 
personally obliged to Mr.Manubhai for the financial 
assistance for the printing of thesis.

The accomplishment of the present research work 
is due to inexpressible invaluable contribution of 
Mrs. Ramaben Parikh and my wife Alka.

(K.R.BIYANI)


