« CHAPTER  V
A

ALIENATION OF FEMALE AND COMING OF THE SELF

’

s

Alienalion, a5 wo bnow. 15 o0 jwporlant Yesture of the pozl
e
second  world war llgyature_ The [ligurs of Lhe oulzider loom.

large on the horizon of Lhe Eurgﬁm&rxcan Tsteratore of 1haz

petlod. Added Lo Lhis phenomsnon ol alienation 18 Lhe 50000

seonomie realily of Lhe ‘colonized’® world of the blachk Auwericen

tharaciers who h<ve Lheit heimj 1n Lhe techmolagiral dmerican

empire  wilh 2 "will Lo Leclmolongy,"” that 1s z3will Lo dominale
i ) 7

Lhe world sround. The black Auerican Pemale  chararters, du&hly

volonized (a8s aryued in lhe fourlh chapler of ihis thests argulre

Aalisnalion.

A}
(Y ,}e' -
Rociem being an evryday realily. Lhese blocl choracliers are

denied The reQ} aliributes of crbizenship ani’ hgnce  have  nn
reliable ’énmmunxiy avnd suppori svslem. Celie (The Color Purple?
and Gpacola {The Bluest Eye) are hul Lwo elawples ;F Lhiz bl of
slisnation. Hoving bLorn 3n s disyoinled sociely, Lhese characlers
yearn o A teal huwman contacl. LLs need becomes =l1  the moare
acule  because LThoy are, é@nerally, awsy fiom LTheir homes gﬁd
natural  rommuniiies  in pursusrl of Lheir individuoiistic  goal
A
which 1lhey cannel alisin due 1o The colour of Lherr stin  and
thetr  being women. Alienalton therefnre hecomes a defining
fealure of tLhese characlers. Thowgh having real socinlogieal

rouls, thet1r alienalion lends, Lo be snislential i nalbure

becosuse Lhey wre living an Lhe lechnologrcal empire of Lhe U.S.A.

-



Though the msain cause of alienalion uf ihe blacte in  Lhe
U.S.0. 1 political. L however. opsraltes because  of Lhe
pesyihological, sociel  and cullural conflicls « Letwesn 1he 1lwo

vontrasting world views of Lhe whibles and Lhe blachks.

Blact women are often imiliated into 1he whitle tuliural
norms  and  volues  Lhrough bhe media znd the world of  ‘silved
acreen’.  Consequentiy Lhey loaol down upon their own cullure  and
develop & ‘mworginel® perzonalily. A warginal heroine s o pioducth
of Llwo o1 wmore sog1al worlds and ;a ‘pOJSQd in pivoholoyacal
unceriainty of th#ae wortds., The femals pruLaQOﬁlsi; are  denied

politicel  and etonomic power  and remsin 2lisnaled  In the

hierrarchical socioly.

Of =11 the themez in lileratuis, The Lheme of alienalion 1s
the most appropriale for diswussing female probtagonvstz. IL 15 an

oul™ Lome of oppression al several levels as sbtudied 1n Lhe  Josl

-

chapler of this Lhesis.

Morrison®s The Bluest Eye CF%JUFGS up an 1mage of 2° lonely.

.,

fragmented an@ u]LJmaLelg demernied Peooola. She reprgsenls ceversl
vounyg blacl girls n ihe ur ban ghetin, neglecled and alienalked 1n
white Amwrica. The desparr e perienced by Preola 18 so  profound
th-L ‘1t threaton. Lhe whblenasg of her spirib. She s Lhe
invisible person 1n Lthe syves of 1he while siore owner., PMr.
Yacobowsl 1. Erich Fromm has vefined, as a Fgrm of =alienalian Lhno
‘rﬂlétlanshlpa' among  peoplsc who "Ysee each olher nmolt o235 Lhuman
beings bul  as abaecls which can be used lo acéﬁ?e their  owi
. £

oalzs"  ClZ246-27). Focols nhebilds 2 world whith denies her



1

paricrpaltion 1n Lha-acl of living., The =
hor.  Me.w because for bhim Lhers 1s noth
Pecola®s 1solation Ffrom Lhe largst socisl

i The whils shoplbesper beoumbs her, a8 3

of human reroynition-the glazed sepsacal

sensilive voung girl, she 13 lesnly awsre

She  feels and sees, s8nses and Tnars.

AP
m schiool

s

parents, peers anud Lhe blach co

fhes reveanls her alienalbion al i1uhkerp

actuecly asware of 2 uraveirse n whic

discounled, nullitFriod, denwed. Cullisy

.

1nside and vulside of one’s world, Lo ses

Lhis ta tvvistbilailys Lhis 1o 2lieanlion®

Ali1enation proves devaslaling {or
Amert%a. fiwary Trmn thelr nalive Taml and
breedar, # mawdl and a domectic. blact
vicious fTuim of ractsm and ~sentem which
aéahmzlng alrenation.

hécala 18 accepted " by {fewi by
prosfilulest Foland and Miss M

China,

npsiairs  aparimenl, and by Claudis and h

these betrtendiny sislers have probieme

dgrown—upz lale Llheir mother at timoes. The

the wvalinss of 1lhe adull world. Thers 1

reassure Pecola of her seld worth. & Jfu

e.1s3benbialism s Lhal  aw Sarlre nol
177

torel esper dJose nol  woc

iy Lo seo (TBE 427.

¥ o=nd Lhe insensibiviety

tors the "Lolal abhsrnoe

enngs' (TRE  42). As

E-1

01 Lhe world around ber.

bulb 1 unsesn by hei

mmun1ty of Loraan, Ohao.

grsonal level, Ohe 1.

h her 1a

wery being
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blach women 1n whils

P 3

redueced To roles of

women endure, ithe moslh

gsulls in Lthesr uninquely
Lhe Lhroe friendly
arte  who d@elj in  an
er sisbker PFrieds., Fven
nF communicabion  wilh
y find 1t hard Lo gouge
s ntune Lo ronvinos o oi
ndesmenial  pranciple in

g5, 'enistenoe prenede s

»



pgsence’  (FhY.  Lhal 5 man's svperienlizl tnowledge drawn  from

grisfence 18 superlor  Lu any priciple or phitosophy 1n b
Lheorelical sszszence. Her interaclion wailbo, olher human  beinge

serves only Lo reintforce Peeonla's ecelf-image of worbhlessness.

Thus. her perceplion of the unhridgeahle gulf belwsen her

-
7/

aaprralian and pealily  plungas Fry Lowards gsistoential

alienalion.

Hlacl women lile FPruline Bresdlove e:perienced an 1zolalion

.

in norbhen citres duriag LThe blacl peoplets msg;aﬁﬁﬁn i fabne
Lharties =and eariy forlies. Paulaing’s slienalion 1s Lhe oulcome
of her slruggles Lo achiave Lhe while bourgeots s0rinl mmlel f iy
which she worlad Lul did not lived which 13 1?5?1{ produred by
The capiltalislt cysbem of wage labuur. $he leads a Zchisophrenic

tife, worling as 2 housemasd 10 & wesnlihy laleshore home. Her

marginalily 18 constbantly confronked wilh Lhe world af Hollywood

movies. white sgheels and lender blonde children. She f{eels

isolaled al worl whore she separales hersell Prom her own tuinty

.

hesr and deceaved toolth. Even in her vhildhood 21 her Alzalama home

she  had never feil 2l home anywhere, or enpeorienced a sensc  of

helonging Lo any plare. Her constent general feeling was that of

¥

"separalensss’ and ‘unwnrlhiness®. Thus. Lhe Lragedy of Pauline® .

alyenaltion has 1is daire ampack on her role as o mother. She never
developz & pozibive i12lobionship with Peoola., Polly shower s

Lendernese  and lorve on her gmplover®s child, amd ralns violence

and Jisdain on her ovwn.

.

Pecola 18 alisnaled from her nwn molher az  she  addrrsses

Pauling as Mrs. Breedlove, a mosl formol, weslternlsed praciicn of

178 .



addressing one'r molher. The antimate Louch of mother-daughler
A

retationship 18 non-erislenl halwesn Pauline and Pecola 1n Lhe

novel. UOrrasional Taighls belweon her parente males her dream  of

2n ampoesihle wish for A paire of "Lthe bluessh esyes. HMer 1s0labion

By

trom oiher members of Ler family a;md  friends  al | school 3

aggravalsd by problems of appearan.ce and sell-image. Devond af

friends &t school or 1n Lhe neighbourhood, she =, peilences » s

ot

!

feeliny  which  she always Lries Lo prevent by “holding in hes

sltomach' (TBE 39). Her brolher Sammy 1s not » playmale ol howse or

\

outside fur Pevola. Decidess

Hhe had! long agn given up the tdea of tunoning

Away Lo see new pictures, new faces. as Sammy

had =0 often done. He never Lo tool her aml
, , ‘-\w:—’—"“‘ e »ﬁ/\
he mnever Thought aboul his gorag ahgad orf

bime, =0 1L wesz never planned (TBE 39). '

Pernla®s 1zolebtion 15 so romplele Lhat shw Hespcrabe1y~wantu to
= lited, Lo be accepiad; Uhe 1s amenable Ln gverthing. Yel she
herome; an #aszy preoy Lo everyone's Jdisdain, be he a bLlaclt boy o1
a wvellow dream child=-Maureon al school. She proves 1o be Lhe

scapeguat of the Llaclt bovs’ own humiliatzon and pain.

The epigramsiic opening bf The Bluest Eye reveals lhe Lrauma
of  young blacl Pecola. The Fomiiliar opéging nf  Dich—and-Jane
reader forsshadows Pecola's deuastat1ng‘allonat}0n, Jane, 1a red
dress wan}g Lo play. She npp?wgth@ﬁ é]l Lhe memnbers ot LTho
family. The molher who 1s Jdegscribed ar “very nice. . wronically.

laughs  at Jane®s proposal Lo play =ilh her. S0 dues Lhe  smiling

¢
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father. Fven the cal and the dog are no plasmales in l1he slocy.
Vo
This _piclure 1ioniwally reveals Peroola®s desliny, She 18 lafl

lonely al JTanly lewel, 58 well a8 wilhnut Ffriends 1n Lhe

sutielty. This accenluales Morticson®s pownt b Lhe ceatre ofF  he

W

~

novels- 1salaltion of youna black girls and Jrisvuplion of bthe bladl
cullural heritage-ns revealed in Bula, Song of Soloman and Tar

v

Baby.

Ferola®s ilregedy 15 due Lo her alienabion f{rom fowaly,
friends and Lhe blach communi by of Lorain, Ohto., The so0 called
~gcrely of  Lhe zmall bhlacl Town orther poles fun ol Pecola  or

derives sadisbic pleasurs in her ruwned siale. Even Claugdia and

Friede do nol remsin clyse Lo Pocols afler, she 1% taped hy har
"Falhar, Cﬁolly Breedlove.  Those sympathelic. Friendly Gl bers
‘wre dislanced from Fecold>. Frieds zand Claudia see Fernls

5pmetlmes afber Fewola 1aééeb tubo moduesss "aflber Lhe heby came
Loo zoon end died. ... She was 50 =ad Lo see. Grown peoploe looled
sway: children, Llhuse who were fnol frightened by “hei, laughed
outrighl” (TBE 12&). Her wuctral alienalion from LThe people  thus

paves Lhe way for her snisienbial alienation.

Pecola®s itzolabion 14 wvomplelr when zhe re2lrealez: nkn het

aovwn  world of madness. 1n which zhe deludes heorself Lhat her

3

- ~

diunken labther had nol raped hero 1u Lhizs dreamland, an 1maginary

friend 18 her only comforl znd reassurance. She loves Lhis newly
won  Friend who assuyves her Lhal she has Lhe bluest -eyes 10 Lhe

4
world., Feiola's derangﬁﬁj nerves say a  lob  aboul the soci1o-

economic and polsbical oppiession of li1iile blact yirls as  Lhey

el alienated from the black and The while Omeorscan socielies.
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In Sula,Morrison deprols Lhe comsraderio beltwoon “Sula and
H

-

Nel. Srmultanesusly, Lhese growning Leonagers ars:d .

Sulibary 118tle gi1ils whose loneliness wa.,

zo0 profound 1L ntonicalsd Lthem and senl Lhem

stumbling  1nls Technicolored vision Lhel,

' 2lwayves  1ncluded » presince. 8 0me one, who.
quite Tile the droamer. sharsd Lhe Jelighl aof

A !

Lhe dream (8 513,

Like Fecola. Suls too lives a'aolztary Tife 1n her house.

Her  woblher Hannah is haidly swere of her only davghler  Sula’s
vieed  for Eﬁntaanal nurivrance. ﬁFLe; Lhe death of hwr’ hushand,
Relus, Hannah reluses to live withoul the sbienbion of men. Thus,
Tule 1z Lhe daughier of 5 dilank molher. Nel's méther, Heleue
Labat. 13 class conzciuns and pierlsé about  her manneis.  She
want pulaies her daugher and husbsnd. Helene lurns young Mel 1nfbo
ATt obgdLenL davghler . diiviny her imaginabion ‘undergrounl’, Much
Tite Pauline in The Bluest Eye. Helone in Sula violales H%3 and
rubs  dduwn her Jwmaginabion To o dull glow, Thug Sla and Fel  a&re

'

ianlaled frum Ltherr own molhers.

A\

Mezther Sula nor Nel have any brolher or s31sler. So no
companion 33 within Lherr easy reach. Furlher, boll Lhe girle ars

davghlers of “incowprehensible falherz®. Sule®s falher 15 dead.

Mel®szs Tabher. wxluy HWrighl®s presence 135 hoardly  fell in Lhe

CFamylv. He iz a coul on one of Lhe Greal lateslones. He wvisalisz:

s Tamtly "only Lhies days oul of every 2L, heen' (8  17). Hi,

abesence  from home 20fects Nel s yrowlh seversaly. Hence Sula  amd

+ ~



NN both resemble ench althier 1n Lhe1r emoelional 1anlalion  from

olher peuvple. Their alienslion from larger wociety paves Lhe way

for Bulas rebellion agetnsl Llhe sel norms. A& woman 1w» supposed To

[

surial

]

Follow in  The Dblasct communily. Shoe remains al  Lesl
oulsider, as she defies 1lhe role she 18 supposed 1o play.
snrcially. RBula te 2 rebel by malurs. This 1ebellionus  spirst  of

Suls alienstes her from her only frienl Hel.

Buls feelz wsolated when she overhears Honnah’s remarct s Lhat

=he - does not  Tite her. So she cesls. refuge in Nel's

~

companionship, that Yversion of hersepll”. AFLer Nel®z welding.

Swils searches for e, pertence oulzide 1he Bolbom for len vexrs 10
vities, colleges and in Lhe company of men. Hei quest 1= lo  Fel]

Lhe emply spaces. bolh wilthoul snd within., Sulx also suffers

izolatton afler Lhe acridenblsl drowning of &  playmale. Thirien

Lalbtle. A senss of guill haunbs Suls Lhrough oul hor l3fe. which

doe: not allow her a respito.

The itwo erpersences? Hawnah'e remart and Chaickben Litlie’s

drowning Teach Snla thatz "Lhere was no olhel Lhat youw ould

.

vount  on. .. and " ... Lhero wss no sgell Lo count on esther.”

Her alienalion giows inlbense as Sula "had no cenlber, no  apect

arpund  which fto grow" 85 118 112, Wo cosmwun  denominator lale

ambiiron, affeclion for monoy, praperity or Lhiings., greed, desire

bo command atbenlinn or compleiment- or ego condoin hetr wilh nbhei

women of men. Hence her i1colalion 13 deeper. As she refuses . Lo
undergo  Lhe wsusal  robe of martiage and bowowe 20 wife vl o

thuther, zhe 1z oulsicde Lhe len of bhlochk women &1 lhe Boltlon.

- b



Sula wasnis Lo live her lite, she wanls “Lo mal e’ herself.

~

In her mest for self. shoe realizes Lhal "no one would evoer bme

ihat wverwiou of hersell which she sought Lo reosch oul 1o “and

Louch wilh an ungloved hand” (8 1Z1). The monolony and malatse of

wmodern lafz an ci1lies . accenluales her a&alienalien 1n urban

centrar. Her enpetiences aro wiviedls descrobeds

N1l ihose c©3liee held Lhe samo peoplo.

worting Lhe zome mouths, swesling Lhe wamn
i

ageat. The men who Lnob her 1o one or snnbler
ol those places had merged aonlo one  largo
persuonalitvi Lhe seme language of love. Jhe

v

samz enlerlairnmenls of love., Lhe same coolinn

wi love. Whenever she inilroduced he privale
thoughl® 1nfo Lheir rubblngq DF‘QULHQS,Y Lhey
ﬂmoded their esyes. Ther Laughl her nolhiny
but  lovn Lricle, shared nothing bul  worry.

I3

gave nolliing bul money (8 120-121Y,

Thus, Bula 13 & heroineg who realizos Lhe Jdire consequence.,

of slienaiilon. Even wn love mad sng, which geems fto hor., n Llhe

e

bBeginning, the crention of & wpecial lind of joy, she ngradually

fepls thal "in lhe center of Lthat s1lence w

1

: not elernzty  butl

the dealbh of time aund & lovelinegss wo peoafournd the woid 1lselld

had no meaning' (8 183).

-

ffter love mal ang she wanls her pariner Lo lurn away. =snd

leave her “to Lhe postrooilal praivalensss an which she mel

her

w

elf. wel comed herself, and  1nined hersel im malchless

B



hormony' (8 182). Such rsolation of Sula culminsales 1n  her
confegsion Lo Nel while dying. Sula's Jife may nol bhe 2 tale of

success. Yol she lesads an independont life. pursues her  own
A

1
’

vourse Lo {reedom.  In doing so =he gets destroyed, y21  she
achieves & tare personhood which none of Lhe Lolbom women ever

darcd 1o achieve by defyiug Lhe role models sl for Them. In Jastl

. N
~ )

canversalion Lefore she dies.she roveall s Lo Nel Lhalt «he L4

alienaled. 611 Lhe same,zhe 15 awarse of whal goes un in her wmaind.

Mel”s reeponse lo Bula 13 Lypieal of & woman shackirmd by  plhony

values. She zense2e Sula’s tsolatinn and tell:s Lhat her®s had been

.
.

a lonely life. Bula’s reply Lo Lhis svinces har sense of being s

<he replies; enw  PBul my lonelw 1s ming. How wvour Jonely 13
so0mebody else’s. Made by <omebody else and handed Lo you. .. 11

secondhand lonely" (B 143). ‘

.1l e Pecola, Sula 1% lso alienated from  Lhe Llact

comﬁunxﬁy, Allhough the Boltow comminily prbc]axm% Bula = pariah,
\

after  her dezath  Lhe verv communily changes Talte chameleon.

X

Ironically enough, Sula’s aliensbinn sels the pace For a reversal
i Lhe life of the Boliom communibly. The cowmprssion and warmth of
a neighbourlhwood nn Tonger sustaiins lhe Botlom. In the 331:lres,

after Lthe war. a new order 11 Lhe sociely gelz esleablished.

“Mow  lhers weren'l any places lefl. gusl separale  houses

\ 1

wilh separalte ilelevizions »and separale lelephones and less and
less dropping by (8 1445, The malrrse seems 211 pervading  under
The guise of progress. Allenalron of humsn beings, rellecis Lhe

siciness 1o all sotieligsa

184



In Klapp®s analysis. socielies are dividerd 1nlo  thrse

calegories on  Lhe hasis of tl. Lechunolngical adVﬁﬂ§Em9Htu Hes

ralls Lhese societies »=: (1 Lradilionsl /7 Lribal woc1ely, (13
Lransitional society (111) Lechonologically advancoed saciely. For

a traditionsl seciely with @ cloamly bnet willage, Lribal  and
- . .

family life, lhers are very fee indenbiby probelomns. 1o Lhe

trans:tlnnal‘ sor1ely due Lo o‘lgﬁsave intreduciion of

Lechonalogy, the giodp solidarily is wenlenegd, It Ywrelore f{aces.

Lhe problems of 1odelining Tée identatye the 1rdavedoal 1in vhis

soetely s divided 10 his loyallies Lo lhaimself and Lo ‘hi.

.

communily, Hence Le Taces problems ol Lhe wndividual level.

Thers was nn perceplible chaage 1n The s00ia1 struclure  duo

Lo colonisliem  1n India. The Hindu othos and Lhe Britizh policy

[l

of tndirect rule afler the Indian war of Independence of 1857,
also helped 1n  relaining ihe age old cesle zyslem and  social
structure. Due to ronslent onelaughl of vaiinue alien cullures,
Lhe Hindus, sespecially i1he Drabmins. became  more Lradilional,
rigrd 2ad ritualrost awn Lhosr oulblool, as eramined in the [lirsl
chaplber. Az Alladi Uma neoles Lhe paltriesrchsl ”301%1 fTamrly aystém
caﬂﬁmlldahea the posctbion of the wman' (Z) by denouncang Lhat ol
Lhe woman. The sigqne uf ﬂnalntegrai}oﬁ of an 3nd3g¢ﬂua} are  sean

’
duce  Fo Lhe tmpaclt ol scienbifico and L&Lhn@}athﬁl sdvancema2nt .
AT > T e e i T
r
Women in Lhe middle class &3;:;ggkhave an sivess Lo cducealion arnd
- M
athieve an awarness of Lherr predicoment tn goinl Families. oo

their black Americon caunt&iprts they remain marginal. as ‘Llhey

have 11ltle puwer tn Lhe Joinb. patiiavchal Family syslen.

185



The {female piolagonists of Indian English womon novelists
can  be called encesl oulblsaders wibhin bLhe malbri: of Lheir emall

world., Even 1§ <=een [Frowm Lhe perspeclive of 1L1he IThird world

f

counbries,  heroines lile Monisha (VMoices 1n the Cityd  aml
%3}n1(8torm in Chandigarh? remain souial ot ls.ders. They Jo  nol

serepl the life boing lived by thoir fellow beings. They reascl

Tthe respeclabilily, the philocophy, Lhe religron and even  Lhe

value zyztem of their community bocause, Lhey realige thal Lhey

e brvanyg, as Jonega quoles Wilson. an Yordinary Jduild Tife  al

Tow pressures'" (&5, The wowmen protagoniat, thus are aliensled from

Lhetr pwn Ffeamily s0d sociely al Torye.

Within 1ihe parameler of Indian jowinl family. Lhere enisls

inhierenl  heerarchy of clderly womon. The young dJaughlercs—in -lsw
fdo  mot have any power. Hence these women are soci1e0]  oulsiders.
Thus, ihe herotnes of Desar and Salvjel Jdiscover Lherr aliensbion
it their peculaer soc1al reality. These Indian novelizls seel new
patlierns Lo articulale Lheses newly e . perioncad snn;r aml outer
realitiez 1n  the ficlional universe of 1lheir hernines. Desa:
Lranamubes adthentically  hes culbure’s uncertainbiers, 1L,
\caﬁp]etltl&r, and 1ls paradesss Lhoough her herownes. Sehyal  loo

depicts Lhs predirament of women in her novels «s  Lhey undergo

harrowaing eyrperiences of allienstion,

i

In the novels of Lnd1+n women wrarbers?®, femrle alien~bion

. \
+Loands oul e bold relzef. Anzla Desar®s heroines show o sludy in
femsle payche., alienated. due Lo Tacl nf & compassLonalye

compsnlonship, Lherr predrosment 1e 211 1he wmopre touching as

1
v
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Lhese female prniago&iﬁl;g tong Pnr & human Llouch Obensitivity
and  compantonship of thet1r hushends. Mays in Cry, the Peacock
refleclbs  on her husbends non-ablahiment whereas she faervenily
longs Tor his affecl:zon. Right from Lhe siarl =he intuibtively

feels LThal "he (Gaulemal Insw nobbang Lhat conceened me.” (CTP 2

’

1

iautema. for  the wust paerl, 15 hardly  pwerse of  Maya's

misery. He does nol tnow how to comfart her when she =, pegiences

agony 8fler her pel Tobto’s dealth. His relenbless alliludse  tTo

~

Maya's nesds 13 voiced by Maya: “Telling me Lo go 1o sleep whils
o worled Al his papers. he did nol give Aannther Lhaugﬁt Lo me,
Lo erther Lhe sofl willing h&dy—ar the 1an?ly. wonlbing mind Lhat

watlbed near his Lad ... "{CTP ¥).

.

+

Fepealedly Mave reslisesz her Joneliness 1n Lhe house. . Her
- i

aguny and paan of beaing Jefl all slone a2flor Tolo's deoth reminds
us’df Sula. Both fthese hevroines associats Lhe wwmpaclt Tell Ly them
of  Lhe pa-l enperience. Maya resmoewbers kel pel®s wild,  Lhreilbed
harl( s Tolo S?EB‘hEF teturning home. &ffectionalesly. he flaings
himzelf uwpon bet and Lhe tesl afl h;s body 15 endenting Ln Maya.
foatevase Suls cennol disremembeor €hiclen Little's ];UghXPI #x che
swings  him. The werm, hard lougch of hes T10Tle Tingers on hed
palm before he gels drowned inlo Lhe river remaing in her memory.
Tu Gaulanma surh womenls znd g.peitences do nol maller.  Thus.
Lhere oxislz & gap belween Marya znd Gaulama. tava raver arhs h:ﬁ
whalher s h remewbrances are as imporblsnit as his  *lacts®.  She
aust  thinks privately in hor Lnner Lhowghitz: and “having  Lthought

kN B
Lhem was =sufficienl®™ for her. Thiz mslance gives 0 1deas of
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Mavs®s powychologreal slienalion from her mate. Moya's mesudering

’

Lhoughts revesal her alienabion as ahe breods over Lhe prophesoy of

an
albino mégician and deabh. Tolo®s death bLrings her fear ofheariy

. .

t

deallt ol one of them {(het's o1 Gaultama®s). Goaglama 1% 1o

i

romantic.  hence she fTewls {forlorn under 1Lhe dari sprace and
. - e
starlit sly. The lyrical 1emndering of Mava®y Rlienbiony senhancew

\

o mrn

Lhe porgnancy of her predicement. Az she lives 1hroughi?ouﬁkg$arﬂ
. . - ~ ‘
ol her married VTsTo;, The prophecy of Lhe g}b:nu haunts  her day

and nighl. Gautama. besny & raliovnalist. does nol share Meya®s

centimente or her fear. As 3 resull, Moys has Lo Face  ‘ferocious,
- N i
asaauita" of  her e.slence single-handed. Her despaor and

\

1solalion ulbimasbely drives her Lo itnsaonily, 1o Lhe s3ms Way 9w

- i

Pecala loses her mind . Mays rematyns on Lhe horns of 2 d1lemma.
H
She Tannuel reveal tThe seorel of Lhe prophecy Lo her  lawyel

husband. They live 1n seperale universes, Moaya., a vory saensilive

i

and ‘1maginative person aml Gavtawmz, = Fsastidious perszon lalne

Fudidha benealh Lhe EBo Lree.

- .

Faven al Lthe {fsmi1lial lavel, Mays eupsiiences = void, as her
brother Arjuna haw run away trom hows long oge, and her Fabher 1,

on o long tour to Lurope. AL Gaublame®s honze neilher his molher

it

noc  his steler are compisstonalo enough o share Maya®s sorrow.

Insiead lhey mercilessly suggesl - thal Mavs needs a lherapy.

Mays Inows thal her friend Leirlo Jﬁsp(he of her luberculs

7
husband  leads & Till 1ife. Mava 1s denied zuch (ulfilment in

marriage. Lilowiso, she 1o dented The= warmll and Lhe nur burancoe

of  mnlherhood Lhalt Tom, her olher friend has achieved., Besides,
both  Lhese friends are preocoupiod wilh their own tives and nn

v . -
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~
N

longer . seirve as snchors Tu Maye savmore. Again amd again,. Lhe
Albino®s dure prophecy diuvms  in her Feversd brawin. Ghe iy
uncaremonsouzly dismisszed by Goulams when his {riends galher Lo
appreciate Urdu postry. Theis 1s oo one To ward off Ehe hurrue of

Lhe prophecy. HMays, thus feel:z Lotally defenceles and utlerly

w

H

i h1e Faimly nes Y. nne did nol

cu

lonely. Maya T=els aliensle

apeal of love. far less of affclzon” (CTP 44, In » house full of

]

asveral wembers. Maye doos nol sees & single wember Lo whom  shs
can enpress her aov al the sighlt of a "grost moon of hol. bealen
copper- of molben brass. livid 2wl Lhrobbing lite & bloody  human

Argan, ... (CTP 31, AL Lhal poini. Mays resolves thait she will

»

anever. | ¥i1wit Lhuse relations. When she BLpBriIences uller

alienalion  she longe Por Lhe ceans houshnld leeming  with  Ymany
Y

voicesz, Lhotr gay inflections. bthewr varied lones, Lheir loud.

A
quick rasping' over her ear-drums (CTP 52). She 135 overwhelwed by
the  shadow of Lhe dancer voming Lo Tife. She realizes Lhere wa:

~

no Lime lefi. no lime left atl ail.

AL avery Juncpurp Mava lfeels altienated trom Lhe socieby. The
hatlle belween the two worlds, the roceding ons of grare and ihe
ppproaching  one ol madness, bredls her physically and menlally.
“he 13 awars of her‘achxzaphreﬂlt sltale. The pathus Ties an the
Pact Lhal Mays lawes 1;?ﬁ tulbrmsely and 1L 58 nol easy Lo give il
up. Bhe Frralls her father’s 5oaih1hg reawsyrances, Lhe golden
g!illgh dayé spent gt Luci now and Dargenling. When she can  no
Tanger bear her 1gsolation sho thunders al Gautamas “"Lhe world 13

Full=-ftull, Gaulama. Du you I vow whal Lhal mesnz?" (CTP 118Y. In

Lhe ernd. whal 13 left of Their mari tege 1 n Peeling of pily, of
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AN

tegrel, » wonlon waste For she 13 vonsciou- of "the gresi passage

That always Lad and sL11l e isbled belwesn us. [ile an unpazsable
.

deserl® (CTP Z01). Az Rao seiés Lthe “predalory instincl an Mays is

Lo save her own life" (213-2134). ler alienalion rearhes 11s  high

pornlt when she srgues withie herself, “she hod more vight to Tive

w5 shey rejoroed inlenzely 1n Lhe phvsicsl world Lhal wozr molale.,

vivid, o:rplosive, Full nf snounds., oenses, movennnis, odnurs,

~

colours, tunes le 211 of which Gavlamn was 1nsonsilive” (Nlao 213~

- 3

Mave goss 1nsane when Geulams digs. The cavso of her anguish

\

lies  in  her alienslion. Ehexhaa no human contacl, no friendly
Louch 1o Llaide avar‘her 3L1fatu91 cri1s1s aond she pasies belfore our
eyes a5  agllabted As 2 nighlmare, Aan 1iluvion. Desar has  aplly
mamed -her heroine ‘Havsa® Lhal 1s Y1Juszon 29 her gpeegl %9? & Mmovw

me~ntogful 1ife proves Lo be Jl]uanryu;/

l

Momisha 1n  Vaces in the City 15 alzo & sltudy 3n female
Rtienation. Against Lhe bactdrop of the huge. pglpxhgtlng ciby ni
Caloultia. HMonisha s}anda oul 25 3 modern Trelian woman. wproobed
from her nalural zarvroundinygs in Haltwpony. She has no bin 16t her
new abode 2%t her ip~laws® howee. Hs she 13 sducated.! inbelligent,
sevisibive and well 1ead she cannol b wnbn Lhe worw oul, péLLern
aof  Joinl {amilv. A woman at her 1a-laws’ house 1% rogarded 1n

Lerme of her ulilily value and as o progenclor of fulure hevr and

not a living, pulsatinyg human beiog. As  Hrichnazwamy observe

i

7

.

Dezar de2ls sensibively wilbh “..o.bhe social problems oaused by

¢
'

Lhe lLensions of modern womanhood ralher Lhan Lhe crisis in mental

90 :



heallh tas  zuch. Tho remody lies nod 1o individual Lherapy  bul

‘
§

ralher 11 svcial tevounstiunbhion” (P32, !

o

nabion en ¢ she, lile Bim and Cita. lTives

el

(SRR

i3

Monisha’s als
ol in defealism bul in absolnbe negalion.  She confessesz 10 he

drary thal she dnes wol have {faitlh :S F;11910h Jsie Maya. ~In
ulden  Lumes womea in Indin wer€Z bolsbered bLy Tatlh Lo endurse in
order 'to  snrvive. With urbsnizalion amel Indusbtei=lizatzion in
modern  India  Lhe lacl ol déwmut Paiih  and  the reaseles .,
gqueslionsing  and guesting pave 1The way for women's ﬁnnihzlalzﬂn“
Women lilé HMonetsha and Sirta, Dum oand Nonda Kanl  ondowsd  witlh

4 -
Aability  and feminihie sensibilily are disposed Lo ballle sgainst

the deqgeradation 1o slore for thpm,‘what Dezay dlepiots 15 Lhao very
scenenre of fgmale e*zstgnrﬁ 11 Hindu zociefy whers women., esthaer
oul of 1ygnovance nr anbenl, offend aygyoinst Lhe relentlesy
regquiremenks  of  religious  and rocial  order. F;ﬂaliy Lhesr

subversive indopendenre shands lwapped.

)
i

Monisha ardd Maya., Sits and Nanda Hanul can be anlerpretsd as
symbols of female Lm%giﬂatzgn and sensibilily. These prolegonista
are  pirited ogzinst  Lhe dehumanising foree. prevslent 1n Lhe
Indien Borieby. When Theso herome- sesl o hiigher  comuwminn of
Tree s=pirils. Llhey are compelled 1o conform and yel are ‘donted
cven Lhe ordinary comfurfs 1t marviangse and mobhethond bthalt lessed
heings age bleszed with., The seompuleron Lo sucreed in ronformily
Teads Thewm Lo despize Themselves. Movishs Too lile Mays and Silo

15 feced wilh negaltion. She loo becomes: an image of 1z0lalion,

fear, bewilderment and poltenbial violabion.

11



Monieha 1= Alienated from lie gquadly senzitaive brother
4
Mirode and younger sislter Amla. Hers 13 noel a marriayge Ly choice.

Fler servile g, 31slence wilthin Lhe tig:d and st3Tling confines aof A

-

~
Y

traditional Hinduo Tamvlvy. robs her  pravesy. Fanalily, HManisho

feels sg  cruched and alicnaled Lhal she commils suicide. Her

-

hushband Jiban 1s hardly « companiun For Mouvwisha. He 15 Llobally
unaware of Lhe needs and aspirations of his wife, Her *round and
secure loeppers® o nol allow ny respile while Nirode  and  Amla
viall her,'Her communion wilh her afteclionate brolher and sisler
1 monytered so closely Lhat both of Lhay are aghaslt "al Lhe damp
preossure of critical attenlion amposewible lo avoid 1n any corngr

of Lhis houae'" (VITC 159 .°

Monishz has no Friend 21 ber in~laws® liouse. She Teels cul

; 2

aff From her lin and Lhe oulside world. NPErp she cebches hetsall
thainlting aboul Ha3zmpong; Sho Jongs for Lhe ”501L1ude‘ of  Lhe
iungles Lhere. lho aqueous hadows of the bLamboo groves and  Lho
parth  131d with great fallon leavos' (VITC 1i4). She'prurea Lhe
sglitude 1n her house. Besxdog, szience; privacy. siice and Ttime

for meditelion, &11 Lhese, her praired friends. are lozl tu  her

when she relurns o Calrulila.

There does nol erisl any female bonding 1n her now environs

bervause hor sislers~in-law crave more For pmelberisl possessions

'

than Tor antellecluel puesurtfs. Monisha 18 of an inlelleclual

\

“castt among phellisbines. The women tn Jiben®s Family while sway

LTheir Lime 12lting aboul itherr dowries. saras snd Jeawellery,

\

habies and blocled Fallopian tukes. Thetr's are  ‘“hiwdoor minds .,

~ -




N
<ingless, darlleszsz’. HMonisha despairs, bul has mno  supporl  or

pmelional  oullel. She 13 s alienaled Lhat she poure oul  hed

<9 , ,
feelings 1n didry. 10 which she noles:

"ews L do not Tile 3 woman who leeps & diory.
Traceless. mea?Jngleaa, uﬁwng?mlved-dnéa Lhis
ol amounl Lo nonm-exdisbence, please 29 (VITC
1403 . Alrenalinn 15 refleched 1n RVEFY phrasu

he wraltes an her diary.

She  has no palbronage even from her mnther. Her  associalion
with  her molher 13 Linged wilh su anbred and wnvelzd  senes  of

duly, honowr and concorn. Monishs Jiscounts her wmolher from beinsg

[

heyr emolionsl balusirad, oz her wolhsr dres nol rematn {o3lhlful

“to  her fallier. Monisha faces o degpair. Coagenilal  as<sociabion.

with  brather, sisisr. wmwiher. heave withered and die(, in  her

"

heart. 1 1le many olhar haroiunes of De-1. HManizha®s self -

awareness leads her 1o anguish and suffering.

f
f

She reslises 1lhel the drawe of 11fe haw gone by, nethhed

biirilh nor deeth has Louched her and Lhere 13 complels void: an

4
wmply  while dislance’ belwesn her and hor fellow beings. She
feels she hes been pul away 1n a skael fonlainesr, nr & Lhich
glasz cibirle wilhiout = Touch of love or hale or warmbh on  her.

tburh & giabe of affsirs throws a flood of Tighl on women's woes
A hideouys zocial hisiarchy, exislbing  in todian 00 1ebye

Monizha®s "desth dooss nol solve any wores Lthe problew of Temale

aliesnalion. A



’
S1ta 1 Where Shall We Go This Summer™ 1z 2noihor heroine Iin

.
i

Anitla Nesair’s novels why 15 altienaled. She 1> aver Forby,
nreying  2nd awailling Lhe Licth of her F171lh child. Her distress
at  Lhe ladium of a Llsnb . meaningless [1fe 13 nol  percsived by

hher bug

bt

nessman husband. HWaman. He 1s unawore of Lhe essenlial

aspecls  wf  51la’w emdbtronal 2 .oisisnce. Her alaenalion 12sulla

N

.

From = lart of communicabion bhelwsen herzel{ ond her hushand at
one level. A1 auobher lavel, &here 14 hardly any give and Lal e~ o

ideas snd Lhouwghts belween Si1la and hor vhildren.

S.ta’s relaltionship with her adolesrend davgher Manzba 12 ol
qreaﬁ inlerest. Tgaugh nuh_much prplored & ilheme 3n ladian
Erglish fickion, djﬁ%ént Latweren o mother and 2 daudghlar L8 a0
tmporlant  thewe v lhe (icbson of blechk women wrilors. Mouatba
cons.ders herself wuch above and Ji1flerent {1om hor molher. Sh#

hardly shares any common pdess wiih Eita. The zonflacl bolwesn

molher and  daughler 13 a foral point wn’ queial  olienzlinn of

5 1

Sitla. -

Cosn &1ta'c  childhood snd adolescent days hear no fi1lial

Sl 1en Lo hed

St

bonding  silbher  with her mother or Fabher. She 1
mother. becsuse when Hi1ba was yvouhyg her molthor had disappesred Lo

-

Fenziras. fler fathor, 2 nalionzls L hero 18 alw

[%3

ys surrounded by

sweslly, end

'

i

his admirere and {followers. Her slder zisler sin

-

14  favopurmd by her Father, Afler her Falher™s dJdemize Sila’,

i

- -
sister beromss o« redio star. Her Lrother Jaivan 13 the only

companion  duriny her vrouygh chuldhonl davs on Manors ssland. Bul

latersn. he Loo dirappears in search of sn adveniuvious us  Jaifa.

/

She hardly has sny suslained relalionshop wilkh  any  friend ‘o
L]
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telative. When her falther passes swav., Paman. his {raend Dadar’s

i

sun. bLalws her Lo Lhe main landd pHombsy.

Si1lta as a younyg g9i1rl ho: ne Jhance To be intimals wilh  her

i

Ffalher. Thore 1w an auca around her Talher which olweys  wmal e

- 1

Si1la  :zhrint {from approsaching him. Her early lile 13 Lhal of =&
wamlsrer. MAs ‘h?l fathst woves Trum one place Lo another,
Addreszsinyg vést crowds. Sila fell saslesp on the 381&, "pygainrElh oA
bclat&i and was rarried away Lo womeone’s hose Lo 5loep,a1wuy5 "
different somsone 311 zcarcely mallored which one"  (WSWGTE &5,
Thus. SBila®s sarly chiblheod davs are nol  warm  wilh mobher®y
fondlainyg ov falher's affeclion. She 185 szimply alisnated {from  Lhe

3

feeling of & home, » sense of plane or a bonding wilh any of  Lhe

;

memberz  of her {amily. Her aszocizbion wilh her molher 313 uwon-

t

3

exietanl. She does nol roewmember wanting vr waitlbing her molhoer.

The rubiloe sud pesils crvshed in Lhe moriar, by her father Lo be

n ot her. Afier

e

given To wicd people on HMannii, 1s xbll she b=l e

Hilta's marriage wilh Ramans she feels crusbed 19 the wvioleni

albmosphere of her Wombay Tlal. Her zlienakion From her Fith  aml
£
)

Fin compels her Lo go beck To the magical Manor: ssland  of her

chirldhood home. Deprived of 2 mother, YUila slrugyles TLThrough

<

adolescence wilthoot  Ya Lrue elder sizler or gikl  companions®

.

(WBWGTS  73). She strungnles along wilh anfirmily “a35 a  ciipple

vaathoul rciulcohes.” After hgr falher®s deaih, Deedat’z zon  comes

and  Lalew her wilh hime "o..oub of prty, oul of lusl. oult ar

sudden will for aﬁventure and hecsuse 1L was  anevilahle-married
P

e’ {WBWGETS ?9). This anton witlh Raauan does not  wvonlribote Lo

ter emotional lifn,

19E



Thus, Sita lite previous heroines. HMaya eond Monisha longs
Foar Fu}]'particlpahjoﬁ o Lefe wilh her husband. fAsx she  JMnol

shale off her Lraditional rule of & mobher ond wwfg az Waller®s

heroine Meridian dues, she gels alienated.
A
Si1la nesds a purpose. & meening In her lafe. Ramsn proclaims

that she has no worvie-» 1 his house and her happiesl momory

i

oughl 1o he of her own children or her home. Bul  she hzxz  lhe
happiest m@mories of sbirangers seen for a while inoa parl o She 1<
alignated alzo from her cvhildren. To herd: Ychildren only mean
aﬂ,iety, concern-prscimism. Mol happiness. What olher woimen eall
happiness 1s Juzt-just senlamenialily” (WSWGTS 147). Her childean

are alsten 1o hoy needs and her Tites and dislitos. et

3

retationship wibth her thildren, Si1ta oflen feels =ffronl, neyleri

N )

and Jdistespecl,
¥ il -

3

There was a t:ﬁe when S1la Lhought Thal she cuwld live  and
Lravel alnne-menlally, emubionally with Raman. rShe however
realises  1Lhel she hes 1o slay whole. Elaa‘chu3d nobt “fully male
Raman undet = Lanild her  fymnre Feelings. hence she zulfers

Aalrenalion. Desal beautifully o, preeses B1la’s 1solaloed  zlale
- 7

ueing a metapghors She 1w "only Jil'e the jellyfish woshed wup by

the waver, sbranded Lhore on 1lho sand-bag" {WSKWGETES 1491,

L

Mand~ HKaul 15 acsociological wuleider who as Lired ol %The
society. MNanda Koul's life o » Vice—Chanrellor®=. wi{e wss nol
frec From tanstons. Her d1le 1= Lhal of duly and zaceifice which

she {inally finds oul %o be fole. Hence aflter 1the dealh ol her



hushband  she decides fo selile oL Carignsne n Kﬂaugin where
"unobslirucled maszs of Tight  ond a1¢" abound-: She longs lor some
peo2Ce of mind, 1o be alonr. “Lo hsve Carignano Lo hersell, e n s
when =i1lluess and caxlm were 211 Lhal she wished to  enierbain®

(FOTM 17:.

Desay porlrays Mands Keul®s inner l1ife simullaneously with 2

proekentiods nulward life as Yice~-Chencellor®s wilfe. She Lrirs Yo

~hut coul  zound hy  shuylling  outb  lighit". DOne perceives  tLhe
inbimatitons of her. social alrenalbion in her crowded sooral tife.
In The midst of busy., osccopaed 11fs, Manda hardly had x moment of
gquiel repuss. Mr,‘ﬁaul has 3 liarson wilh PFiss David. AL =~

result, NManda kaul 18 eslranged from her Lhoushand snd remsinsg  a

sounial aubsider. This pruves “the boondesry  silustbion? of
ocnretential philosophy in Jdsspers’concepl which hurls Manda Vaul

down Lhe abyss of social slienaltion.

’

Thuz., 11 Mamda®s pared and reduced 1ife enterz Rala., her

great-granddawightier. She [Teels so shalen by Lhe news of  her

f

#rrival, her  eguanimily and her self-confidence soems Lq have
svppotated belore Ream Lal, the wvool . TnlersLingly enough. Rala 1.
A zlrange child., 1solated hersel{. who wishes {or s30ltude oz
fetven?ly ai: her Mieal-grawlmoliher .. Moanda Raul 18 o té;e sludy ol
the e{fecl: of socital 2lienalron on Indizon Women. She. lile  whal
Monizha wished Lo do, has pared hLer Life v 1ls  mioimum

necessilises  and Jives 2 lovely life. in UHasauli. on the ridge,

away Frow lrtemds and relalbives,

s
.

Rata’s 1so0lstbignss lhe resull of a brolen home, 2 drunfard

L C197 \ ‘



falher and 2 mother reanverxﬁg from nervous hreatdown, Har ﬁérly
thildhood hasz  hardoned her into & hard 1afle cors ol solilary
self-suflicriency. Afler her srrival al Carignano whe 38 Iale an
inbruder  in Lhe  Llroanguel world  of  Nands Haul. - In Rat o'
percepliun, her greal grenay s 1ile anoihor pine 1ré?u Mands

N L m—
Kaul and Rala warl oul the moans Lo liselogelrhoech But
{ e

T —— W

(R}

P =Y
fellt 1thal she was doing her hezl al svordiny the othsr bLul {ound
1ib o was nal w0 sunple Lo ezl amd yel appesr noh Lo exist™  (FOTH
4647 5 . Naﬁda haud harhaur%d much spile o hor hearl ogainst Ral o

\
a5 whe arrives 1o Lurn her clam li1fe laut. NRala’s egrasicnce 1s 2

sell sufficrent. EShe 1qnurgs.Nandd Raul -~u c&{ply. 30 Lotally
Lhat 1t msales her bLrealhless. The slderly lady ;eg@rdz Lhe woung
child  wilh sppreheassion snd wonders 2L het Lobhxl reegjeclion, sn0
valtural ., Inziinclive §nd\effarile5a when wompared wilh  her own
planned and wilful rejerbion of Lhe child. Rala s "Lhe Tinished,

perfectad mudel of whal Nanda Haul hersslf wos merely a  lLrave,

flawed g.prrimenl' (FOTM 4/,

Rala®s =zlienalion . unigque sx she zepemns 2 Fresnd by virtus

ul  neval masl 1ng & dgmﬂéd" he ‘sppears Lo have no nesds, aol
unlite her own greasl—grandmolher . Rala traves Lo bo 1??} a)aﬁe
and  Fnllows her own sowseb o fFe o amongst Lhe rodls ad pines of
Fasauls. Dezal deflly brings oul ilhe contraztl  bLetwWeen the
tsolalion of Rats and Thal ol Handw Koauls

1{ Nanda Faul wss & recluse oul of vengeance

for & long Jifoe of duly and ébllgatimn, ha't

arasi-g anddaughler was 2 fecluse Ly wnaluiroe.

Ly inslincl. She had nol  arrived al Lhr o
! .



rondirbion by o ]ang roule of  rojgecltzon  nnd

sact LFPiwo-che wos boroa Lo 1l, simply (FDTM‘QE}“
Gradual?y) NMards Kaul Lends Lo sdmire Rala’:zs wleoolness. The
#lienalinn of Rala sznd her graai-grandmcihm} eann he asciihed  toa
tect  of communicelsion belween Lhe Two and’'n sickbnes of soul due

‘Lo seversl restricliomd swposed ) apon {females 10 Llhe zerisi,
. Saet’
patriarchal  socrety. Hlamda el bas bived A taod o life which

* ¢
di1d nol involve her "self".The house =he Jived 1n was nol  her

v

-

but  thal bof her Vice-~Chamellor hushand®s. Her Life was {full on
Lhe surfsce Lul smpisy al  the covre. This zncoounls lor her ¢elf-

esbrangemsnl and sacial alienalion.

Rala's trauma of bhaliered childhood. on i1he olhier hand.

Blunts Lhe nalive Lhrqu nt her sonul. Thue, Thetr 2lienafion, 14
dug  Io vhoir enclusron aof what 1he§ ne;d most—-the securily  ond
Tulfilment of Inve. Dewar suggesbivaly brangs oul NManda Kaul's
warming up for Rals. which reflects her need f{or Pnfﬂ's
affection. Veiy poigneally  yel Fremly 1he novelisb projecis

Hatla®s wndi{lerence Lo Maomds which 1n turn accenhuaies  hor

desire for Lhe tender bond of love. |

Finally, os Handa®s lillle defercss dizappessr urder  1Lhe
pressure aif Rale’ s human pres-ence. lhers 1% a change in  Mamla® .
altitlude Lowsrds Rola. Raba’s negleclt of  her greal -grandmother

hut bs Nenda. Besides, Ralo disregaids hed own dependenty 2nd

1solabions

wow Waliliimg her wenderinyg smongst Lhe torts

~ -

=sa  BManda HKeul wunderwd f she 20 =z

tealized how snlilary zhe was. She cariaznly

A

[



never asl od nor bolhercd fo ses +f Lhere wore
& lelter Tur hor or news. S9olilude never
. disturbed her. She was Lhe anly child Nands
Kaul had wver Inuewn pieforred LQ 9 land  spard
sind ga ot and.d}sapgear to being loved,
cared an amd made Lhe centre of ,abbenlion
(79800 . Thus, HMNende finds thal fenl 2%,

A
solilude 1¢ natural. d/

Through  her sJeepl@és :}ght Mands Kaul wishes no one Ln coms Lo
Carignanuv. Sinulianenus-1y. sho wizhes Fervenlly “no one Lo go
ailher-ceriainly nol Hola" (FOTM &03. This suggesls o poszible
female bonding which may help Lhem ‘fwghb L dominant malao
discourse allenatzég thom  from the wor'd. This ts éuggeatad
semboliealiy by Rala®s Lighting - nrest fire. Jdostroying Fhw
agbalzcles 1n Lhe path of women lile NManda Enﬁ ila Das.

\ R

Clear ‘Light of Day drlineates Riwm's struggles Lo be whole,

wwspzig of her alisnalion. Bhe touw 18 lite olher heroines of

Pesar. wnkelligenl, sensibive ;nd level headed. Mim  remzane
perturbed.  angry., dejected and gingery ihrnughauL Lhe summer
during Tara's  zand Bahul”a'vxszaﬂ Such 2 slale of her wirel 18 due
Lo Raia's irrespons)ble atlilude Loward:s his family. Bim {e@ls
alisnaled asz Rajadeserls hio old «uint Mira ;ud hiie relarded
bruother Baba, Bim"s pursusance af her 5Lud;e§ and her Q.CQJI@ﬁf@
m ar%demtt career obvionszly #lienales her from Tara, Lhe younged
s1gter who 13 inleresled 1n J@wé]ry, f3nery. saris ond  such -
pataphernalia.  Bam wizhes Lo live the vdeals of Joon of fAroc amld

-
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lorance Mighlinygle. The 3aner Tafe of Bim 13 al a higer plane.

.

This obviously paves way [or her ~urial alienatiun.

.

In Lheir 1mmedaate socinl group, EBim 19 3 mis{i11. Bhe connol
s . N
sustain, lile Tara, & firiemdship wille the Misrs agirls. Neilhe

does  she crave and seel . l1be her hrolher Raga, for {familaiariiy

.

or freendshaip, wilth Lhewre rich lanlord Hyder 415 Yahib nr his

voury  plump dauvghlier Beoenacir. Bim emerges #: a3 seld  conscious.
\
congcrentious, commibled ndien waonan, wha 135 an 1nhelligent,
N

zensitive, awsre nf her responsibilitbies Lowards relarded brother

Baba and anvalid MiraMagsy afler the desth of her parents. Her

ties wiith lLier brother Naj)s are sovered hecduse Lhe 1two live

different types of 1Tile.

Er ¢+ @ sogral oulszider, bul wol batler lale Manda Naul o

N

Monisha. She achives 2 couse of wholeness ond fraedom  Trom Lho

v

clutches of  cruzloang, fraditsonnl zocial  oblogstions, a&almosl

‘

cﬂmpu}ﬁ}v9 for a llhindu woman. Lile Si1la, she Lod wanls Lo remain
whole which she achieves. Bim's wholenets of spirii 15 achiesved

through her selfrzpcarch and Lrubthiful  acveplance of  her own
4
. v
Timatations. Afler many vears of Tury sl rezenlmont, Twm laores
Lhe lehbler Ragza had wrillon to bher which she never answers. Antla

Dasar’s porlrayel of Bim 135 mostl alfTirmalive of hee hioroines. She

unequivorally  enbindies ‘a hope ol Indian  women, imbued with
fenminine senszilbalyly. Though, hamperod by oboelscles of oppresgion
and preferentiel loygic n Lhe mels  dominated sociebly. Indisa

i

women  can pave Lheir way through Jdense zent:l domarn  and  rcarve

.

oul » niche for Lheuselves.
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Alice Waller®s women Loo experience alienakion. HMem  and

e . .
Margaret Cng}and Lo Helbie oand Celie, <fl Lhe heroines suffer !

B

heart rending femalo olzenalion. Oelie, 1n her ulter e pluitlatlave
senisl  sel up feels so eslronged Lhal she has no nullel et the
Far hed creativity or 2 means of =2 preszion for  emolional

eriiplions.

Her aliensllon 1% so azxboureling.  Lhel she  reszoris Lo

'

wribiang letlbers Lo none bul God. In her adoledrent doyvs she  has

zeen  poverly snd suffered aliensbion. as her Jelher monleslsd
hor. Celte also wibnessed the predicament o her  molhet " -
ronlinuous  pregnencies. oulminalbing an bhovr  deaths A1l thess

farres alienales  her from the verv sense of being heiselfl. He
only maral cupporl and emolional slrengih lavs 10, her zister

Metlie, Hul she gels alesnaled Crom Lle soolliimy  company ol

-

Meltie. Az Jong 2% Celic hovors over Lhe houss, Hellie 1 cafe.

P00 Celie s married off 1o Albert 1o lend hes four children and

.

farm li1te a mule. . -

’

Celie®s ubler helplewenesgin cruel surroundings is  given
VETL b; hor lebler weiliwg, inthially Lo God and later un  tu
Matise. Jusl as Montsha im Dea=21’s novel Voiceyin the City wrilec
e drary. Celie wribtes lellers Lo God as she 1al$upqr9ted' Frouw
Meltie and from her {Tamiliar social sethos. Her fTewsle perrson 1t
desecreled hy Tha pahélarrhal. we2hisl  wocietal  s=el wup andd
pFactices. One positive aspecl of Waller’s heroine Celis s hér
\bmndzﬁg with SBhug'fvery ;hnm she 1nilbially admirez, }@eia jealous,

ui  in belwesn, and Tinglly proves ratalvtic-to rodeom hee from

zar[ %5, palriachal hondays. If one Inobs ab Wallor ', herotnes onn

r}o

By



Finds that., Celiw s.periences » sense of liberalion, while
cheroines  lile Mertdien aond Mem Copeland slruggle o attain, bul

o not achieve 1.

Celre sappriences sense, of eraltslion 1a spite  of her
alienationa. ILT L2 a prool of woman’s innale rapacilby tu shruggluoe

and overcome Lhe forces which lhwarl women 1n  socizby. On

™t

vountlies. poccasiong Celie s.pertences  Lhe  raaor gl of

tsolalbion. but Lhe zpivil and moral strenath of Celis-1he woman.

gels bellel of her=elf. The Color Purple 1: chafeclerized hy the
I
sesthetbir  of  the sislerhood of womawnm” whirh provides a0 fogal

prinl to Celie Lu overcome hor alienalion.

1n an age of Pragmenlation of Tamilies b»: Tebe noles. Wallers

Frocbiaaon warnsg Lhe woeyward mon  ang women thati *lamily
relalionships sre sacred® (1732). Tu The Third Life of Grange

Copeland Grange and Browafrebt dewert Lhotr famities Jue Ly
nverwheiming racial opp)ressiont They venl pul thetr Ffrustraltion

ort Lhetr o wives. Ax o resull of Lhis prucese Lhoere 13 Lhe

~

sp1ritual and  phyeical devosialion of Grange ond srownf{ield.
Laler 1n  Lhe novel. Grenge”s regencralion brings forth  hope.
whereas Irownfield gels destroved in Lhis pincess Mem :z 1zolabtion

A}

From DRiownlfield 13 & moving potliravel of female slienation. She

fights sordid poverty =ingle handed, - TMobably 1n Grange':z
realicalbion  “self-rpspacl 3hd Family eclern® a3 Tabke oboerves.,
Yren ke yeained by assuming absolule responsibilily Tor  une’s

acbion 178, We wvan surmi=o Lhal Mem’s 1auloelron gyohs  rerdesmerl

mCelie"s fomale tamsraderie wilbth Shug, Solie and Heltre 1vn The



~

Colar Purple. Waller aszerlz Lhal 3{f blact women are Lo aurvive,

Lthey musi have wmulusl Trust on =sevh olher.

<
i

Meritdian 13 & sensilive heoeroins wht enperiencgs. alien-Dion

right  From har childhood, becsuse her molher {eelzs  Lhal her

children have robbed her of het omernging self and serenily. Thus,

‘
Meridian hes no warmih From her molher . Even wilth her falher,

5 '

pneepl  the =snpervence of [he ec-basy al Lhe mound of Lhe Sereed

Serpenl. Meridian has no licos.
AT SBa.on College. Meradian prresives Lhe docedenl  wvalues.

Such tosirlultions “perpetuate Lhesoe values wadod

e oguises of

Lrasning  ithe wvoung girls Lo Jadvhood. By cepl Anne -Marvion, olher

Fellow students hardly tevoynize Lhe rebellious Ifleridisn®s  sofl
3, N *

spit1iedness. BEven her compassion «nd  &szoucialion wilh

IS

u}aw of
*wild chitd?® ationatbes her from ofhor  ygiris imn the “houor-
house'. Latler on, Fddis wmarvies her bult he thardlv  bolhers 1o

recton her  aspioabions for higher  wndeltectual  or emolionzad

\
ardour. fiz Das feels "In her self-conszctous. seli-smprisonsd

quest For wdentily and Freocdom. Mertdian clhooses Lhe way Lo 'solf
. .

Alregnation® (R8).,

Heridian  pazsezs  Lhrough & lhorny path =23 sghe Lriesz 1o
. . '
overcome . Lhe soci2l and soxul calenories ascribed Lo all  women,

particularly Lhe blacl wowmen. Whon she gels an opporiunyty Lo

sLudy al Bauon College, Meridian Trwes behiiad her son Fundio. The

A

Ckhoughis o and nighlwares =ahboul Pundy breal her mDhLél]yu Haller

graphically describes Mersdian vho feels quilly beeavass she a1l

Lo liva up the standards of molherhood prescreibsd by  her



rommunily. AL Ba.on she {2el:s Lorn becsuss of her apivritual

7

degeneralion. Then we {find Meridian oo the horos of a dilemma.
N , A ,
The *Batllc Faligue” numb:z: hers she Teels guilt Faden and suffers,

from an wbsession Lhal "molherhood 1w on obsblacle Lo a2 women®

i

rmergence 1t her “Lrue felf’, her-sell-preserving denlaly—ain-
tLself., ewws Ju her, her baby. 2s Das neoles, 13 Lhe disbturbing
‘ather? (37%. Thusz., zhe 1% Lolally 2liensled in spiril from  her

sun. parents, and farthless husband.

.

f \\
Though pol2tically aware, socially congcions . Meridian

.

ronfronts rhallengss Lhrnoghy outl her Tife. v The wnd she allain,

personhood. Naller redeems 1he 1z0lalion of Meridiean and Celie Ly

the prezenre afF Lrees. ~lLars, clauwds. sinnes an@ brrds.  When
Meridian Teels ]éneiy, she drows rowforl hy 51t13ng Lbenesth Lhe
mu%;cal Leew, “The SBogourner®, Meridian wimmer ses herself o Lhr
Allanta PMovemenl 1n her second yeaf al Ss,.on Callege. She
participatbas n Lhe mmvemunh; Lhe ‘vuler World®. A order Lo
ageaps  Lhe inner world. Her Varinus  eLpRriencos during Lhe
muvement reveal hetr nner nniverse, Whe feels posbazy. ATrenalion
1o f}ongex torments hoer. She ?eeis » she "was a beloved parlt of
) .

the universos thotlo she was 1nnocenh evon  as Lo routa/ B

innacent. and umpelluted a5 Lhe firsl walers' (M 119).

fAs menbioned exrlier Morudien’s struggle 25 wibhin heraolld

amnd againel hesterosecual relationshipes. fAo Susan Willis remart s:

wwws The btensioun produced by love and jualouss

~

13 Lhe ground on which Waller eramines soviral

ralegorses  2nd dolines Lhe  proceis  Lhruugh
A\

4



\ whieh HMersdizn evenliually loberales terseld

i male ve.ual Jominalion &Py,

Starmiln Chandigarh bv Hayaniara Sahgel delineales ‘Lhe lives
vf  Ji1l and Merz. Saroy and Indsr wilh Vishal Bubey ac.  Lhe .
protagenist. The mubual relabtionship: which ste ceniral to humao
léfe are  porbrayed grapliicalls by Sshgel. Men  =syd  women  are

caught 1 Lhe wel of wmodein life and saffer from alienation.
F

Barol 132 an eduteted, sensilive womw&t who 1% 2 wocial

publsider. DBy and large, Loudian women, once they gel married nu

%

lTonger remain tndividuals. Saroi’: porbraval provides a prclure

of the smner Jandscaprs of & married woman, «o  a wifg. Hsi

psyvchological And  omotionel  1ife dees not " bloom. lnder, her
4

mshand. develops e.hre—metiial relationship with Mar-s, Jit®-

heauliful, “femlnlng’ wi{e,
\ .

Sahgel porirayvz lwo diqmelrically ovpposiles women charzcliers:s
saroy and Hsra 1o bthe novel. IF Mara 13 = “yallent, oddly
{earlesse oresalure’ (6IC &), Baroy Lts & hom=zly housewifwm,

prepconpiod  with herself. her childrsn, and Lhe house, a2 ' common
* ]
pattern in The 11fe of o Indisn woman. She longs for  a deep,
ot
pas:iionale " relabionship wilh Inder. Bal her wvesrmings {or his

A
aééchlun and underslanding a5 well zs smolional  nurluvrauce g0

unfuliiiloed.

)

Saroy lizs no anlerest in furlhering Inder®s Carcar. et
" & )
precccupalion willhh hersolf unnerves Inder. Such @ trail of

Garpl recalls tMays and Gzulama of Cry, the Peacoct. Inder, an

]

enlerprenuer. hasdly gvor  bobthers Lo Lutid & 28 LaAning

"y
O
-



companionship wilh hos wife. Somclhing which dJogs nol pay
rafburn 1% nol  supenesble Lo his interesh ot ali=ntlion.

percer1ves  ham 2x an embodaimend, of strength sng resolution.

W

0

5,

=

Marc o

it @

many aFf Sahgal¥sy womesn characiers, Mera Lhough noet. an Thadrian,

longs to beeome n part  of Lhe matostreaaw Indiran Boorelyv.

b

Saror has no access Lo Lhe vuler warld. In spile  of

pducalion, Lthere 1¢ noe paslime which mighl  ocoupy &

civalively. 8Bhe 1o more concerned willh her day-Lo-day wmuisle

with "the curioeus concentrabron of hor spiril upon whatdver

her way ' (BIC %&). Comparsd Lo Sarog’s. inﬁer'a 130lation 1=
} difforent nature. Mara, wilhoul ulltering 2 word 'mado
awara (Thal) he was 1solaled, Lhal Lhe dislance belwsen him
any  olher  persun .WS: an Jn{;nllyn.,“ ISIC 4R, Inztesd
gtanbing a full~{lwdged pertoonslity ‘Lo Saro) he considers her

e

“ong kalf of an enterprice  Lhe cvomplaint pariner whok/yke:

ceme

brim

o

r

aml

1d

Q

a

B

f

el

i

over home «nd children and Fuvrihered her husband®s waresor' f851C

557

rechkonim

E]

. ’ yﬁﬂﬁw
conifides on her, be 1L a problom a1 ks ) bLoor iy ouwn senfo

i
I

slionslion. Besides Le "never cared [or Sardi®s fami)

ha

2]

. This adesx nf Loder sugygesls wowAan®s lOw  werlh  in man'®

. Saroa feels 211 Lhe more alisnaled az Inder hardly

r

(51C

i
A3 . 1L, et basic thinbing processes drvffer. 1is resulls
53 . Th 1h b Lhainbavug | 11 F T it

fBarni's alisnalion.

The recurring mobif of 3 Lree. as & Triondly realily,

common in Lhe narrshbives of Waller. Motrizon amd Deear, as

-]

1

1

'

[y

well

s Sahgal. Images {rom nalure rellect Lhe 1owinine senzibilaby of

these wribers and reveadl Lhe howmogeneitty of  Lheoa hervines.



A

s ospile of fTheir beaing from doffersnt culiures. Thus., cerlasin
phenomena  le  cowmonly dirseernible wa the  Fichion of  Jtmilian
Fnglsizh wowmen wribe: seDesos and Sahgal snd blacl Qmorioan women

writersyMori t3on and Waller.

N ~
.

Lil2 Desai1’s heroine:z. Sahyal’s Sarolr Loo ruveals women'sz

changud enpsciatinon o their marriage a3nd Lhesrr drisvinclinatbiom o

srvepl Lhe Juzsl moral code and Lhe resuliant ambivaelence in the

B

abtilude of” Lhe husbamic. Pramiotla Hapﬁr, a ‘nnbled Tadian

sociologial  wriless “There has been & shi{l s 1mporlonce  f{rom

.

solf-saci Ltlfice on parh of Lhe welfe Ln sabisfsrlion on mare Lag
H

x

hut iLhis generales tenéian“ (&7 fne of 1the cavzes of  Lhe
Lensions appeags Ly be an albiiludinal dualstby of the men. Y“The
modern hushand?, rfayve Hapur., "1s e:perigncing & value conflicl as
he  1s  bewng pulled 1o Lwoe oppostle direcliong b; ifmages  and
ogpettéilmna of Lhe tr5d1L1ana3; and The ‘wodern Jafe™" (473,

arngs 1ife with Indesr scows, 7 voud, because he | -lenounces

¢ 5

[R1]

Turog wore oflen Lhao nai fuf her -revelatinon of hor soin
eHpERr1ENcE prLOt £a¢;er mebtLago. OFtlen in thesr daitly ife,
Inder™z  hilarcl houls toriurs Soaroy wibh his harsh volce, o8 311
@;emsi "romohe and dangerous. unpredictable az a  rawhids  whip,
flicted a2l her nerveé" (81C &Y. In sn ullerly 1solaled oisle
Laroid. libte msny é'b]aci heroinedydisiucsed sovlier, prays to God
(as Fecola Breedlove. and Celin dod. Berol  does analyse  Lhis

~Lalbe of mind and f1il§ Lthat "lerror was nol pxlerngl

ratastrnphe. IL woas The Fatlurs of raason' (S8IC 24,

Indgt "z anyer aod tmliflorwnd alblilude paralyces Satul.  She



[

{eels 311 Lhe more alien i ber own home. The husham! wanlke  her

7
Lo =pologiss. hul Soro; dneaﬁronﬁlder hersell Lo be & si0mer.

Inder®s 3n€]9u1b{111y soems Lmpossible Lo penslrote. Though Barol

whnle~hesr bedly and honestly confessed her aflaoie hefurs

marriage,  her  ca1ghlt to Tead a Tull, life gals Torferled., We

discern Lhe drihbulations of Indian wonen Tilke  SBarod 11

pairiarchal sociely. who surrendsr  Lhetr sell-re-psct and
!

diginity 1o Lerms  and  condilbions™  of  patriarchal orider.

Aflterwards loder stands belwoen her snd Lhe “lighl’. 1

N

Sahgel brobes into the tnner Lhnughl proco.s aml Feslinns of

Saroy and revesals Lthe alienabion of lhe hoernine. The zensil mals

dowinated sucioly prevails 1n Storm in Chandigarh a~ one discornw

“

Lhe wrelched innor 1afe of Harol wilh Inder. Her affocks Lo

gnliven  Inder prove Ffulile l1ile “a bivrd againzlt & window pane,

Erapped  1n a fulile frencsy” (BIC %Y. The s1mile vemders wverily

i

to S3i03°%s éespalran alien=>Lion.

Sarol'e only arpiraliun an 1afe 13 Lo be & vwirluous womsan.
but 1L 15 derided by lnder. The tituny of Lherr relalionshhip 1.
Lthat she fries Lo &atzfy”hja Ev&&y thm evon Lthen Inder fanrls 1o
romprehend  her worth as» an arfoclbionale Aamld ae;31tiye wife, Hiw
own o2, Lra mgrlta] selationship even after lhesr marriage dpfs nol
smart  him., He orlen tortures Saruy by éumlnd1ng her  of kel
affair. Moreover. he e, pecls his wife 1o be & viegin ‘be{are
marriage and farbhfal eftier Lue martage. The dtaparity\ Lelweesn

Tnder®s eupectalions of Sarelr and his  behaviour reznlla  in

Baror's total alionation. Finally che leave. (nder.



Sornali wnm Rich Lite Us 1s & budding admivisbrator 1o Lhe

governmenl with o briQlisnt academic record 2nd comms Linonl Lo her

Autly. Throuyh Lhis protagunszl, Sahgal preowents z real puolure ol
Lhe positron of women an modern Indesa. LT 1e her sutess 1n her
caresr which paves Lhe woy for her alienatlion  From colleragnes,

Ler and  one Lima friend and luver Rav: Hachru. She foels

L)

1§

1oolated  From  the mzin shieam of sacisly on acaound nf o her

tdeoaliam during Lhe smergency tegime of 197%.

s ¢ - . -
A pabridotic, commibiced and s1acere offrcer, Sunnli Ranade 1o

Riech bLike Us puaperiences sudden shocl which paralvess  her mind

-

and Body when she gels Lransfer order. She, who performed . her
duly by noel granbiing & licence Lo & wseless Happyolzs drond

faclory- she geis demoled. She bocomes a viwbim of buresucraiic

machinery, where,as Marayan nobas, Y"democorabio sdeals mre only

£

st indesp’ {(EB0Y, Pavy Vacrhru. an O.0nrd educaled officer wlands

+

by Lhe clannish, Jdynasiio successinn. He “would ge b Lhiough’ any
tharade  wilh finezse' (RL 317, lie r@p]ates Sonalil as  the joint
vecrelary 1n Lhe Minzstrw of Indd=irv. Those who peiformed therr

duly simcerely generally gel spelrangsd 1n sach 2 wel -up. Thus,
Gonali's Ffale 15 sealed. She neilLher has a svmpathelic colloague

f
-~

g

nul  an  wdealishic father o Heshay Ranade. an L.C.8. ofMechr, 1

shocl ed Ly Lthe new breed of T.A.8. nfficers who oahdicate Lheir

responssibilaties lowards Lhe people. Thus, Sorali has none  who
i v

can understand her menlal agony and 1zolalion sinee the dealh ol

heor falbhers

: The alionnzss of whal had jusl happened.  1Lhe

madnight  Foodk  al madday. Tor no 1 2ason Iy

‘ ' 210 ] ~



- i

could underszltand. parﬁty%ed' me , until i
realired  Lhal nothing new or shatlering  had
. heappened  afler all. Mo maVign fate hrand

singled me ovl for punizhment. The logic of
Y

June ZHLL had simply cauvght up wth me (RLU

2.

Soneli feels bilisr as The vardsalicl of Lhe sociclv imparis more

‘

imporiance Lo Lhuse n poweor. Her wlionalion 1 coempleble as sho
ol only feels heggard bulbl alse delesrmined thalt she will nol
“"rrovel and keg favours and ach il = warm inslead nf & person,

v ARLY E7).Ehe decades thal she has no use of & carser an the

virwmblang  unprofessionatism lthat bowsd and scraped o a  bougs
st
cmeryency’ (RLU 3%). '

N A}

The slienglh of Sahgel®s narralbives 1% 3n the honesly of her

upholding  of The human woi!lh. Sonals feels mﬂftxt$Wéﬁ #fLler  =ho

2

Lalls 1o Ruse from her dosl before she Lids adisu Lo her oflice.

i3]

Later on., her compasstionsls Friend Rose loses her Joefs Lhvough
her step son Dev's hired men becavee of  her  Judgemenis. Thas
Ltiragedy reveals Lhe bibisr Lruth Lheal  women are mercilessly

N
murcdered by  Lheit own rolabivezs This was also  Lhe caze wilh

Sonali®s grﬁaﬁgrandmother 1n 190%. Thus. women ia Jndia are  nob

. v
praiced.  Lhey {fall an easy prev 1o patrizrchal, 5{151 Lrap

w

"

AY
Rose's Jeath hereaves SBonsty mach more than 11 Joos Dev or Mighi,
, . . [ 9
As Bonali and Rose shared tertoarn i1denla, Nose gqives mgning Lo

nhher people’s livas aven aller heor death.

When Hoze fouvls alienaled, Sonall resvues her. Sonals too
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feels relisved al Lhe ernd when Koam™s old fleme Marcella oflforsg
unslinted help and  hope Un Sonals s rtouded  Fulure, ~3he  and
irien, her hushand encoursge Sonall Lo ilale up a research hrulecl
nn sevenleenbh and ecighbeenth century India. The oovel. Rich Lite
Us «closzes on a nole of hops ynﬂlﬁﬁnalx tuo perceives  a belley
future J{dr her aspirabions. Thus- Ankpzte of her alieraiion and

~

sgveral dissppoinbing Paclhors, Ynnali"s sincreraty and  commilment
’ )

nels lezuded. This szsutex us Lhol. however dim bhe Fliclter of

hope  For " Feminine senuwtbiToby may be. 3 beller tomorrow ‘will

ensue ., -

2
With Morrizon's Filale 1n Song of Solomon alienalion lales a

di{ferenl form. Bho Lavu ij?é Sulz <l Pguulon 15 tsulated  bul
loving. ter navel-less belly 13 Lhe symbol of her alicnalion.
Pite Bula, Pileie 15 alzo endowed with 2 unpyue phthtﬁi fFealure.
Her alaienaltion al Lhe physical Jevel {rowm Lhe Lourgeorsz  blacl
voorely 18, 3a‘ “erretl observesy'"the ulbimale cause mf‘ het
tadival, individaslity® (1980 . Ehe wrerls powsr and has an aurs
D?‘ mysbei y.  Thesn alhrchulbes boep her ”}&st»h&te}y wikhin tﬁp

boundat 1tes  of t}e 2labnrately socialired world of Llack peopls®

(808 1507, .

Prlale™s amlial e, perlences of alienpalion ware harrowing.

- . 2
Liule meny & heroinasof Anitle Desal, P:latg/Jn Song of Solomon ha .
ng suwelatniny  relabionshap wibh her molhor. Mer wmolbher disd

.

hefore she *was born”. Tho {irsth 1ntirwate conlscl of  1he ‘thald
¥
after 1ls bLirlth 15 wibth Lhe wmolher . Recpsuse ﬁl]a?e”s mather died

kelore she diew her breath. she could not sveon seo hor Tace. She

drnes nol evon now whaol her name was. Prlabe rawnllocls meamiie s

a2l )



ol  her garly childhood: Molhevlese. {from birilh and heireft of Lhe

N
\

Tovaing falbher since Lwelve, Pilale®s wgony ol sn alisnaled heinng

n »

wmarks desp furerws on her psyvches. ne can well smeyine Falszslie’s

teanlalion 23 she was almasl »n ot phan 10w her adulecscenl days.

i

Az hier name reflecis her heosd strong gyualilies, she Lates

stde Whith troth, Lreal s at't wilh her afleclionsle hiaother Macon

amd abandonz gold nesr lhe cave, Since Lhen., she led 2 zolitary

Tife. Her warly life was Lhoe 1ife of o wandero[ ) wilh panchink

.

Tor gengrnpﬁy, Eocepl for lhree yeras spenl in relative blies  on

Elie astoond aff Virginia. Pirlabe Jived tn solatlson. Due lo  her
*nevel-lossness’  and ‘men’s W3Trrd sdesn aboul 1t, che 13 denicd.

“partnerhip o mertizge. confessional Priendship  aml  rommunal

religron' (808 149).
) B
Thus, Pilale undergoes Lhe trauma of alienmalinn. Ii 1s ihe

shiear sbrengbth nfF  her character by which sl OVEFrCOmE=

alrenation. She gueztions hevrzel! sboul Lhe wilnl needs  and

necessities of  Irveing and Teading « sebislaclory 1ife. As  an
aulrome of her inguiry snd strugaole, she ripens wilh COMPA 5100

for Lroubled people’ (8085 150, !

Jadine 1n Tar Baby 1s haunled by & sense of slisnslion since

Lhe %Time she sees the Alrican woman in coanarv-wellow robe 1 s
shoppLag  cenbre  1n Peris. To over rome by feaiing ol heingt
“lonely  and ?nauhhsnlat". shw rgirﬁata o l=lte'des l&  chevalier.
Ohviousliy, Jadine®s alienalion ts dus Lo hor being seversd  from

hey people, her {amily - Ondaine snd Sydney. Further her  thinling

*
te annither cause of het bonyg eztronged bovause,  "Kanadine  and

\

[

R
-t
W

3



Sydney matllered & lol to Ler butl whal they Lhoughi d1d not'™ (TE

41y. QOverlly. Jadine declares Lhal ohe loves Omlinss bher  oand.
and }Sydnuys fier uncle. bul she haidly altarhes any  significancs
o Lheir 3doslz, principlie. ULhoughis nry thetr way af Lile. Thus,
her »Lrlearhment 1o Ondine and Sydney 15 2 weani Lo an end.  Shs
ferls alisnalbed hﬂz3u5ﬂ~:hn\ambkafeq whito vaiuesn Stz Joe~  nol
reyara  her black heartage movre precious Lhan her Lisining as 3
fazhion mwiel 1n Paris And her supel Ficaal  surcess  an Lho
fwziness world. Whensver "Jadaine Lhint s of her uncle and aunb, she
hardly balhers Lo value Lheir Ikemeadous ﬁﬁf?léJLE for her suba.,

s -

. ; e ;
thm her wisil/, bo Lhe sxland, Jadine proposes Lo live togelher

ol

4 ' '
lite a famly at last. She will acvepl 2 sinall assiynmont in New
¥Yort. Such @ proposilion smdcls of vainglory. Becsuse her unrle

and  aunl? Y"&miled generously. bul Lhetir eyns malde her now  Lhey
1

ware happy Lo play store wilh her- bul nothing would pull  Lhem

away from Lhe 3jobs they had for Lhitly yuar, or more'” (TR 41«

- .

Thio zhows Joadine s sommiiment -nd hear.alienalion  squarely.

Morpover, lite other heroines of Morriszon, Jadine Loo lLiazs  losi

her mother sorly wo Life. Labker an, she Losez heo Pabther ss wells

4y

Aflter the =2ge of Lwelve she has been living wilh her  sunt 2nd
uncle. Sltudsying n %rahce, staying nul of Lhe humely almo-phere

Iédzne never e periences o seneoe of place. Plaoslossness 18 5
defining fealure of har rha{ﬁétgln It 45 bhis roobless w».o1zloncoe
of Jadine which disbwsbs hoer when ahe sncouniers “Lhal woman®s
woman—Lhat moblher 7/ s1aler /4 shes Lhel unphotographablse  beaulty”

(TR 39). Jadine dees nol Peel leazs alienaled even when she runs

away 1o lzle de ls Chevaliur., .
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\\ ~
“he 18 =0 slienated from her nsative rulivre 1hal the blac
aLranger—Smnmunderapa%dq B d1]lomme. He treepsy 1nta Jadine s
room avery night and Lriegs Lo breabhe (nto her "The am@&l of  Llar
and 1ls shiay tanzasienty'be{ar@ he cropl wway .. ATEB 102, Bul
Jadine wezs =3 Loo temoved From het oraiqinal propst Liss. Morrizon
~ymbolically uses 1lar as a proéeriy which 1vine Lhiinges  n Lha
griginal  OFrican [oll ta?q. Stmeltarly. Son koo waiks  Jadoer Lo
repossess  LYhis  precious quélity of 1ar by overooming har

alienatron  Lhrowgh =tlawning onsness wilh her Toth amd Tin amd

her African heririage.

Tar Baby 13 & sludy 1n alrenation of 2 Wezlornised hblach
woman—in her valuee, aukA}aDI and her woay of lalz. DParily Lhe

Ltagoedy  ensues  due Lo Lhoughtlsss Folluwing  aml amibslion ot

white, male values. HMorrison discorn. LThe hidedsus oulocome of such

a& blind fullowing and cre-ales an = yuisile epiphony in Tar Baby.

rewnstaling Lhe Liach valuss and heritayge.

In the Lody of black dmerscan finbion and Indisn Engliszsh
Facbion wribthén Ly women, crucial 1osues lilte femals alisnolbion

and  oppression 3re mivrorod, ond artisbically deall with. One

hear s  amd feels the chords of an oircheslralion Ltoo deep Lo bo

\

v .
vocsliced. LLill ithe women novelizts, under Lhe sludy have spgraved

untgue filiyree 1o liferary genre o Lthetr own ranht.

The nenl  chaplear 15 3n allempl 1o sludy Lhe: VESIOn QT

cralt whieh embody  Lhen unzquelgens:biltLyz Bolbk  Lhe blacl

- 1
famerican and Indiean English novelisls.
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