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Border less Democracy and Diffusion of  Alternate  
Sexual i t ies: A Synopsis 

Introduction 

Ou r  de moc ra t i c  po l i t i e s  a r e  mov ing  tow ar ds  a  ma tu r ed  s t a t e ,  i n  t he  s ens e  

t ha t  t he r e  i s  a  wi den i ng  o f  ou r  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  de moc ra t i c  i de a l s .  

B u t  s t i l l  ou r  s oc i e ty  i s  r i dd en  wi th  i n s t a nce s  o f  i ne qua l i t i e s  an d  

in j us t i ce .  T hes e  i ne qua l i t i e s  an d  in j us t i ce  f l ow  th r o ugh  d i f f e r en t  r ea lms  

o f  t he  s oc i e ty  an d  a f f e c t  d i f f e r en t  g r ou ps  i n  a  d i f f e r en t  ma nne r .  T he  

va r y ing  co nce r ns  o f  d i f f e r en t  e t hn i c  i de n t i t i e s  do  no t  ov er s hado w ea ch  

o th e r  bu t  s t an d  in  co n t r ad i s t i nc t ion  to  po se  g r e a t e r  ch a l l e nge s  t o  t he  

s t a t e .  T he  ma tu r ed  s t a tu s  o f  t he  s t a t e  be com es  ev ide n t  wh en  i t  t a kes  t he  

r es po ns ib i l i t y  o f  p r o t ec t ing  an d  p r e se r v ing  the  d i s t i n c t  i de n t i t y  an d  

s pa t i a l i t y  o f  d i f f e r en t  e t hn i c  g r ou ps .  T h i s  r o l e  i s  de r ived  ou t  o f  t he  

de moc ra t i c  co ns c iou sn es s  o f  t he  s t a t e  wh ich  in - tu r n  em er ge s  ou t  o f  t he  

p r oc es s  o f  de moc ra t i c  un fo ld ing .  

T he  ch a l l e nge s  o f  i de n t i t y  po l i t i c s  i n  t he  21 s t  ce n tu ry  r a i s e  qu es t ions  

be yond  the  s cop e  o f  r ed i s t r i bu t iv e  j u s t i c e .  T he  co nce r ns  o f  i de n t i t y  

po l i t i c s  no w qu es t ion  the  ve r y  no rm at iv e  f r ame wor k  o f  t he  s oc i e ty .  T he  

co nce r n  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  on e  s uch  a r e a .  M y  s tudy  a i ms  to  

ad dr es s  t h e  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  wh o ,  I  ha ve  a r g ued ,  

s u f f e r  f r om a  s ys t emi c  ou tca s t e  an d  an  ac ad emic  ne g le c t .  T he  po s i t i on  

o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s ,  w i th in  ou r  d i s c our s e ,  i s  ‘ ou t  o f  bo unds ’  an d  

ma rk ed  by  a  co er ce d  inv i s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  i nv i s i b i l i t y  do es  no t  a l l ow the  

co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  t o  be  r a i s e d wi th in  t he  l e g i t ima te  

do main  o f  t he  s oc i a l  d i s c our s e .  T he  in j us t i ce  do ne  to  t he  a l t e r na t e  



 

s exu a l i t i e s  ha ppe ns  a t  an  ex i s t en t i a l  l e ve l  an d  en dan ger s  t he  ve r y  

i de n t i t y  o f  s uch  g r ou ps .  T he  na tu r e  o f  t he  i n j us t i ce  do ne  to  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s ,  an d  the i r  s pa t i a l i t y  wi th in  ou r  d i s c our s e  ma kes  t he i r  ca s e  

un ique ,  an d  thu s  wo r thy  o f  i n t ro sp ec t ion .  

Ho wev er ,  an  en qu i r y  i n t o t he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  ma kes  

i t  ne ce ss a r y  t o  i n t ro sp ec t  t he  na tu r e  o f  t he  co n te mpor a ry  d i s c our s e  i t s e l f .  

T he  ex i s t i ng  d i s c our s e  i s  ba se d  up on  a  he t e r on or mat ive  as s ump t ion ,  

wh ich  d i s c a r ds  as  pa tho lo g ic a l  an y th in g  tha t  do es  no t  ab ide  by  i t s  l og i c .  

T he  he t e r on or mat ive  f r ame wor k  a l so  f o l l o ws  a  l og i c  o f  t he  b in a r y ,  wh ich  

un der s t an ds  ev er y th ing  in  t e rm s  o f  du a l i t y -  go od /ba d ,  ma le / f e male ,  

b l a ck /whi t e  an d  s o  on .  Suc h  f r ame wor k  o f  un der s t an d ing  ign or es  t he  

r an ge  o f  po ss ib i l i t y  an d  p lu r a l i t y  o f  hu man  cu l tu r e .  T h i s  pu t s  t he  wh o le  

d i s c our s e  on  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  un der  a  da r k  a r e a  wh ich  s u f f e r s  a  

s ys t emi c  ne g le c t .  

T he  ca s e  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  a l so  imp or t an t  t o  un der s t an d  

be ca us e  i t  ho lds  t he  ke y  to  an  op en  s oc i e ty .  Wh i l e  i de n t i t i e s  l i k e  ca s t e  

an d  c l as s  a r e  ba se d  on  r ec ogn iza b le  pa r ame te r s  wh er e  t he  i de n t i t y  

be com es  the  i n t e r es t ,  t he  d i s c r i mina t ion  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  

co mple x  as  i t  i s  p r e mis ed  up on  ind iv idu a l  i n t e r es t .  S inc e  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  po r t ra y  an  ind iv idu a l i s t i c  i n t e r es t  a s  t he  ba s i s  f o r  an  i de n t i t y ,  t he  

co nce r ns  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  a r e  r en der e d  

inv i s i b l e .  T he  inv i s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  ab r oga t es  t he  

de moc ra t i c  r i gh t s  o f  t he s e  g r ou ps  i n  s uch  a  ma nne r  t ha t  t he r e  po l i t i c a l  

an d  s oc i a l  ex i s t enc e  i s  a l l owe d  on ly  on  t e rm s  o f  ad her e nce  to  t he  

he t e r on or mat ive  no rm s .  T h i s  i s  wh a t  ma kes  t he  ca s e  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  



 

s exu a l i t i e s  un ique .  T he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  en t a i l  i s s ues  

o f  i nd iv idu a l  r i gh t s  an d  au tono my an d  the  ex t en t  t o  wh ich  the  s oc i e ty  

co u ld  pu t  r e s t r i c t i on  on  the m.  

I t  i s  a l so  imp or t an t  t o  me n t ion  tha t  my  em pha s i s  on  the  co nce r ns  o f  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  do es ,  i n  no  s ens e ,  s ee k  to  un der min e  the  r e l e va nce  

o f  t he  co nce r ns  o f  o th e r  e t hn i c  i de n t i t i e s .  No r  ha ve  I  a t t emp ted  to  

un der min e  the  s ign i f i can ce  o f  t he  o th e r  i s s ues  o f  j u s t i c e .  I n s t ea d ,  i t  ha s  

be en  my  be l i e f  t ha t  t he s e  va r y ing  co nce r ns  o f  j u s t i c e  s t an d  in  

co n t r ad i s t i nc t ion  to  ea ch  o th e r ,  an d do es  no t  f o l l o w a  ze r o - s um ga me.  

An  en qu i r y  i n t o  t he  un der e xp lo r e d  a r e as ,  s uch  as  t ho se  co nce r n ing  the  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s ,  on ly  wo r ks  t o  b r oa de n  the  ov er a l l  s cop e  o f  t he  

de moc ra t i c  pa r ad ig m un der  wh ich  the s e  de l ibe r a t i o ns  t a ke  p l a ce .  T he  

go a l  o f  my  s tudy  i s  t o  un der s t an d  an d  ad dr es s  t he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i n  s uch  a  wa y  tha t  l e ads  t o  a  co nce p t io n  o f  a  

‘ bo rd er l e ss ’  de moc ra cy ,  wh er e i n  t he  i de n t i t y  o f  an  i nd iv idu a l  do es  no t  

be com e a  h in d r anc e  in  t he  de l ibe r a t i v e  p r oc es s .  I n  do ing  s o ,  I  a l so  ho pe  

tha t  t he  co nc l us i ons  I  d r a w th r o ugh  th i s  s tudy  wo u ld  co n t r ibu t e  i n  

ad dr e ss ing  the  co nce r ns  o f  i n j us t i ce  o f  o th e r  i de n t i t y  i s s ues  as  we l l .  

Questions and Concerns 

T he  f r ame wor k  o f  un der s t an d ing  an d  the  t r a j ec to r y  t ha t  I  ha ve  pu rs ue d  

in  my  r es ea r ch  tou che s  up on  f ou r  b r oa d  a r e as  an d  co nce r ns :  

F i r s t l y ,  t h r o ugh  a  r ev i s i t  t o  t he  co nce p t s  l i k e  de moc ra cy ,  eq ua l i t y  an d  

l i b e r ty ,  I  ha ve  a t t emp ted  to  un der s t an d the  r ea so ns  t ha t  ac co un t  f o r  t he  

ne g le c t  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  f r om  ou r  d i s c our s e .  T h i s  a t t emp t ,  I  



 

ha ve  r e f e r re d  to  as  a  ‘ f oun da t i ona l  c r i t i que ’  o f  t he  d i s c our s e .  T hr oug h  

th i s  ac t ,  I  ha ve  a t t emp ted  to  h ig h l igh t  t he  l a t en t  he t e r on or mat ive  

as s ump t ion  o f  ou r  d i s c our s e ,  wh ich  ac t s  a s  a  p r i s m to  ou r  op in ion  an d  

un der s t an d ing .  T h i s  ac t i v i t y  be com es  an  ind i sp ens a b le  t oo l  t o  un der s t an d  

the  na tu r e  o f  de moc ra cy  an d  the  i de a l s  t ha t  de f ine  i t .  

Se cond ly ,  I  ha ve  a t t emp ted  to  ca r ve  ou t  a  s phe r e  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  wh ich  

ap pea r s  t o  be  t he  ab ode  o f  pe r so na l  s pac e .  I  ha ve  un der s tood  th i s  

‘ pe rs on a l  s phe r e ’  i n  co n t r ad i s t i nc t ion  to  t he  pu b l i c  an d  p r iv a t e  a s pe c t s  

o f  l i f e .  G i ven  the  en gag eme n t  o f  ou r  co nve n t ion a l  d i s c our s e  wi th  t he  

pu b l i c - p r iv a t e  d i c ho to my,  I  ha ve  a t t emp ted  to  ex p lo r e  an d  ex ca va t e  t he  

a r e a  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  t h r o ugh  a  ‘ t r i c ho tom ous  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  

pu b l i c - p r iv a t e - pe r so na l  s phe r e ’ .  T h i s  f r ame wor k  be com es  in s t r um en ta l  

i n  my  un der s t a nd ing  o f  t he  s pac e  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  as  i t  op ens  up  the  

s oc i e ty  t o  t he  c l a ims  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y .  

T h i r d ly ,  wh i l e  t r y in g  to  un der s t an d  the  na tu r e  o f  t he  ac t i v i sm  o f  t he  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s ,  I  ha ve  r e f e r re d  to  F r as e r ’ s  f r ame wor k  o f  

‘ r ec ogn i t i on - r ed i s t r i bu t i on ’ .  T h i s  i s  an  imp or t an t  r e f e r enc e  i n  my  

f r ame wor k  o f  s tudy  as  i t  ac co rd s  a  be t t e r  an a ly s i s  an d  co n t r as t  t o  t he  

po l i t i c s  o f  i de n t i t y  an d  r ed i s t r i bu t io n in  t he  co n te mpor a ry  t ime s .  

F r as e r ’ s  mod e l  a l so  he lps  t o  co n te mpla t e  t he  d i f f e r en t  t r a j ec to r i es  

po ss ib l e  f o r  d i f f e r en t  co ur s es  o f  ac t i v i sm.  Suc h  ex er c i se  he lps  t o  t r ac k  

the  mod e l  o f  po l i t i c a l  ac t i on  tha t  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  no n- r ed i s t r i bu t iv e  

po l i t i c a l  mov eme n t .  A  wr o ng  t r a j ec to r y  t a ken  by  the  qu eer  mov eme n t  

co u ld  p r ov e  to  be  de t r imen ta l  t o  t he  i n t e r es t  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  



 

T hus ,  i t  i s  imp or t an t  t o  a s s es s  t he  po ss ib i l i t i e s  t ha t  a  pa r t i cu l a r  

t r a j ec to r y  o f  s oc i a l  ac t i on  mig h t  en t a i l .  

L as t l y ,  my  f r ame wor k  o f  un der s t an d  i s  s ugge s t ive  o f  a  ‘ s t r uc t u r a l i s t ’  

po s i t i on  as  I  ha ve  a r g ued  tha t  t he  r o l e  o f  t he  s t a t e  i s  i n s t r um en ta l  i n  

ad dr es s ing  the  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Some  as pe c t s  o f  t h i s  

i de a  ha ve  be en  t a ken  f r om Ha ber m as ’  i de a  o f  a  t e chn ocr a t i c  s t a t e ,  t o  

s ugge s t  t ha t  t he  s t a t e  i n  t he  21 s t  ce n tu ry  ha s  de ve l oped  an  ind epe nde n t  

co ns c i e nce  ba se d  on  i t s  de moc ra t i c  p i l l a r s ,  wh ich  gu ide  i t  t ow ar ds  

de moc ra t i c  en ds .  As  a  r es u l t ,  t he  s t a t e  s t r uc t u r es  be g in  t o  s how  a  

de moc ra t i c  an d  ju s t  a t t i t ud e  t ow ar ds  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  T h i s  

de moc ra t i c  co ns c iou sn es s  p r ov es  t o  be  he lp f u l  t o  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  I  a l so  a r g ue  in  my  s tudy  ab ou t  t he  un fo ld ing  o f  t he  

de moc ra cy  tow ar ds  a  bo rd er l e ss  f o r m wh ich ,  I  be l i ev e ,  i s  ba se d  on  p i l l a r s  

o f  de l ibe r a t i o n  an d  r ec ip r oc i ty .  Suc h  co nce p t io n o f  de moc ra cy  wo u ld  

s how  mor e  f a i t h  i n  t he  i de a l s  r a th e r  t ha n  the  me ans  t o  ac h i ev e  the m.  

T hus ,  de moc ra cy  wo u ld  r ema in  as  a  ‘ f l oa t ing  p l a ce ’  wh er e i n  t he  

p r io r i t i e s  an d  go a l s  wo u ld  be  s e t  t h r o ugh  mut ua l  de l ibe r a t i o n  an d  s e l f -

de f ined  pu rp os es .  

Methodology 

M y r es ea r ch  i s  ba se d  on  an  an a ly t i ca l  r ea d ing  o f  t he  t e x t s  de a l in g  wi th  

ph i los oph i ca l  co nce p t s  l i k e  de moc ra cy ,  l i b e r ty  an d  eq ua l i t y .  Some  

p r om inen t  t h i nker s  wh os e  i de as  I  ha ve  r e f e r re d  to  i n  my  a r g umen t s  

i nc lude -  B u t l e r ,  F r as e r ,  L ef o r t ,  Ha ber m as ,  T ocq uev i l l e  an d  M i l l .  T he  



 

an a ly t i ca l  r ea d ing  o f  t he  t e x t s  ha s  a l l owe d  me  to  ex p lo r e  t he  a r e as  t ha t  

mig h t  ha ve  be en  l e f t  un a t t e nde d  by  s eve r a l  t h i nker s .  

I n  o r de r  t o  s uppo r t  my  a r g umen t s  an d  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  me taph ys i ca l  

co nce p t s ,  I  ha ve  us ed ,  a s  a  p r ima r y  s our c e  o f  r e f e r enc e ,  s eve r a l  r ep or t s  

pu b l i s hed  by  the  go ver nme n t  an d  no n-go ver nme n t  o r ga n iz a t i ons  on  a r e as  

de a l in g  wi th  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  T hes e  r ep or t s  ha ve  be en  pu b l i s hed  by  

r e l i ab l e  s ou r c es  an d  p r ov e  to  be  t he  p r ima r y  s our c e  o f  da t a  an d  s t a t i s t i ca l  

r ec o r d  i n  my  d i s s e r t a t i on .  

I  ha ve  a l so  de r ived  the  p r ima r y  da t a  r e l a t i ng  to  t he  a t t i t ud e  o f  t he  pu b l i c  

i n s t i t u t i on s  t ow ar ds  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  t h r o ugh  s eve r a l  

co r re s pond enc es  do ne  un der  t he  R igh t  t o  I n f o r ma t ion  Ac t ,  20 05  ( R TI ) .  

T he  o f f i c i a l  r ep ly  r ec e iv ed  f r om the  va r ious  pu b l i c  i n s t i t u t i on s  ha ve  be en  

us ed  to  s uppo r t  t he  f i nd ing s  an d  obs e r v a t io ns .  

S inc e  an  imp or t an t  pa r t  o f  my  d i s s e r t a t i on  de a l s  wi th  t he  ac t i v i sm in  t he  

f i e l d  o f  c i v i l  s oc i e ty ,  I  ha ve  a l so  un der t a ken  a  d i r e c t  pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  on e  

o f  t he  p r o j ec t s  o f  t he  L aks hy a  T r us t ,  wh er e i n  I  pa r t i c ip a t e d  in  t he  

I ns t ag r am ca mpa ign  an d vo lu n tee r ed  f o r  tw o  mon ths .  I n  t he  pa s t ,  I  ha d  

a l so  vo lun te e r e d  wi th  t he  Na z  Fou nda t ion  ( I nd i a )  T r us t ,  an d  go t  t he  f i r s t -

ha nd  ex per i e nc e  o f  t he  ac t i v i sm by  the  L GB T QI + g r ou ps .  T hes e  

ex per i e nc es  ha ve  r ea l l y  he lpe d  me  un der s t an d  the  ac t i v i sm o f  t he  qu eer  

g r ou ps  an d  s har e  t he  f ee l i ng s  an d  pe r sp ec t ives  o f  t he  co mmuni ty .  

Ov er a l l ,  my  me thodo logy  ha s  r ema ine d  a  ha r mon io us  mix  o f  t he o r e t i ca l  

a s  we l l  a s  p r a c t i c a l  a s pe c t s .  T he  an a ly t i ca l  r ea d ing  o f  t he  t e x t s  an d  

s ec onda r y  da t a  ha s  be en  we l l  s uppo r t ed  t h r o ugh  the  p r ima r y  in f o rm at io n  



 

r ec e iv ed  th r o ugh  the  op t imum u t i l i za t i on  o f  t he  R TI  Ac t  a s  we l l  a s  

t h r o ugh  the  f i r s t - ha nd  ex per i e nc e  o f  t he  qu eer  ac t i v i sm.  

Literature Review 

R evie w o f  l i t e r a tu r e  co mpr i s es  an  imp or t an t  a s pe c t  o f  my  s tudy  an d  he lps  

t o  f o r m a  l og i ca l ly  co her e n t  s uppo r t  t o  my  f r ame  o f  un der s t an d ing .  I  do  

no t  c l a im  to  ha ve  ve n tu r e d  up on  an  a r e a  un touc hed  s o  f a r .  R a the r ,  t he  

t he me  I  ha ve  t r i e d t o  ex p lo r e  i n  my  s tudy  ha s  be en  tho r ough ly  

co n te mpla t ed  up on .  Ho wev er ,  my  s tudy  i s  an  a t t emp t  t o  un der s t an d  the  

po ss ib l e  ga ps  an d  de f i c i t s  wh ich  r ema in  imp or t an t  f o r  ou r  d i s c our s e  as  

we l l  a s  t he  s oc i e ty .  

T he  s ec t ion  on  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  ha s  f oc us ed  on  5  t e x t s  f r om d i f f e r en t  

au tho r s .  E ac h  t e x t  ha s  be en  pu rs ue d  f o r  s pec i f i c  r ea so n  an d  s u i t a b i l i t y  

t o  my  s tudy .  T hes e  t e x t s  co ns t i t u t e  ma jo r  co n t r ibu t ions  i n  t he i r  

r e s pe c t iv e  f i e l ds  an d  ho lds  s ome  de gr ee  o f  au tho r i t y  ov er  wh a t  co mpr i s es  

ou r  co n te mpor a ry  un der s t an d ing .  

T he  f i r s t ,  an d  p r ob ab ly  t he  mos t  p r om inen t ,  t e x t  I  ha ve  pu rs ue d  i s  by  

J ud i th  B u t l e r .  Wh i l e  B u t l e r  ha s  wr i t t en  s eve r a l  t e x t s  on  the  t he me  o f  

ge nde r  s tud i e s ,  ‘ Ge nde r  T r oub l e -  Fe min i s m an d  the  Sub ver s ion  o f  

I de n t i t y ’  r ema ins  t he  mos t  ce l eb r a t e d  on e .  E ven  B u t l e r  ag r ees ,  i n  t he  

P r e f a ce  o f  t he  B ook ,  t ha t  he r  wo r k  ha s  imp or t an t  co n t r ibu t ion  to  t he  

g r ow th  o f  a  qu eer  co ns c iou sn es s  am ong  the  s oc i a l  d i s c our s es .  B u t l e r ’ s  

wo r k  no t  on ly  b r e aks  t he  l og i c  o f  b ip o l a r i t y  i n  ou r  s oc i a l  d i s c our s es  bu t  

a l so  p r ob lema t i z es  t he  co nve n t ion a l  un der s t an d ing  o f  ge nde r  an d  

he t e r on or mat iv i t y .  



 

Se cond ,  an d  eq ua l ly  s ign i f i can t ,  l i t e r a tu r e  I  ha ve  r e f e r re d  in  my  s tudy  i s  

Na ncy  F r as e r ’ s  ‘ J us t i ce  I n t e r r up tus -  C r i t i ca l  R ef l e c t i o ns  on  the  

Pos tSoc ia l i s t  C ond i t i ons ’  wh ich  r ep re s en t s  a  c l as s i c  wo r k  on  

co n te mpor a ry  s oc i a l  mov eme n t s .  T he  an a ly t i ca l  d i s c us s io n  on  the  

d i l emma s  r e l a t e d t o  a  s oc i a l  mov eme n t  he lpe d  me  un der s t an d  the  

co mple x i t i e s  o f  r ec ogn i t i ve  an d  r ed i s t r i bu t iv e  j u s t i c e .  Wh i l e  B u t l e r ’ s  

wo r k  de a l s  wi th  t he  i nd iv idu a l  an d  s oc i a l  no rm at iv e  as pe c t s ;  F r as e r ’ s  

p r ima r y  co nce r n i s  t he  ma cr o  l e ve l  dy namic s  o f  s oc i e ty .  He r  p r op os i t i on  

o f  p lu r a l  pu b l i c  s phe r es ,  i n  t he  f o r m o f  ‘ s uba l t e r n  co un te r pub l i cs ’  o f f e r s  

a  p r om is i ng  va n ta ge  po in t  f o r  an  em er g in g  s oc i a l  mov eme n t .  

T h i r d ,  de moc ra cy  i s  t he  b r oa de r  an d  un der ly i ng  the me  o f  my  s tudy .  T hus ,  

T ocq uev i l l e ’s  ‘ De moc rac y  in  Am er i ca ’  be com es  an  ind i sp ens a b le  pa r t  o f  

my  f r ame wor k .  T he  r ea so n  f o r  s tudy ing  T ocq uev i l l e  be com es  ev en  mor e  

imp or t an t  du e  to  t he  de t a i l ed  d i s c us s io n on  the  ‘ co nd i t i ons  o f  eq ua l i t y ’  

an d  the  f oun da t i ona l  a s pe c t s  o f  de moc ra cy .  

T he  f ou r th  an d  f i f t h  t e x t s  f o r  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew a r e  C ar o l e  Pa t ema n’ s  ‘ T he  

Se xua l  C on t r a c t ’  an d  We ndy  B r own’ s  ‘ T he  M anh ood  an d  Po l i t i c s :  A  

f emi n i s t  r ea d ing  in  Po l i t i ca l  T heo r y ’ .  T he  r ea so n  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  the s e  

t e x t s  f o r  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew r e l a t e s  t o  my  a t t emp t  t o  o f f e r  a  f oun da t i ona l  

c r i t i que  o f  t he  co nve n t ion a l  d i s c our s es .  T he  t r a j ec to r y  o f  t he  t e x t s  by  

Pa t ema n  an d  B r own  f o l lo ws  the  l og i c  o f  t he  f oun da t i ona l  c r i t i que ,  

t ho ugh  f r om a  f emi n i s t  an g le .  I n  t h i s  s ens e ,  t he s e  t e x t s  o f f e r  a  gu idan ce  

to  my  a t t emp t  i n  ex amin ing  the  na tu r e  o f  t he  d i s c our s e .  



 

Wh en  s ee n in  a  b r oa de r  l i g h t ,  t he  t e x t s  t a ken  up  f o r  l i t e r a tu r e r ev i ew 

tou che s  up on  the  b r oa d  the mes  o f  my  s tudy  an d  ju s t i f i e s  my  a t t emp t  t o  

ex p lo r e  t he  na tu r e  o f  i n j us t i ce  do ne  to  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  

Concerns and Structure of  the  study 

M y br oa de r  f r ame  o f  d i s c us s io n  ha s  t ou che d  up on  th r e e  ma jo r  t he mes -  

de moc ra cy /equ a l i t y ,  l i b e r ty  an d  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  T he  s che me o f  

ch ap t e r i za t i on  tha t  I  ha ve  t r i e d  t o  f o l l o w a t t emp t s  t o  bu l t  a  l og i ca l  f l ow 

o f  a r g umen t s  t h r o ugh  the s e  p r ima r y  the me s .  T hus ,  t he  s che ma  o f  

ch ap t e r i za t i on  be g ins  wi th  an  i n t ro duc to r y  op en in g  o f  t he  s tudy  an d  l i n ks  

t he  i n s igh t s  on  de moc ra cy /equ a l i t y ,  l i b e r ty  an d  the  co nce r ns  o f  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s  i n  s uch  a  ma nne r  wh ich  c r e a t e s  a  l og i ca l ly  co her e n t  s t r uc t u r e  

o f  a r g umen t s .   

I n  Se c t ion  1 . 1 ,  I  co mmen ce  wi th  a  s ho r t  i n t ro duc t ion  o f  my  s tudy  an d  

in t ro duc e  the  s pa t i a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  am ids t  ou r  

d i s c our s es .  T h i s  bu i lds  t he  ca s e  f o r  r ea d ing  the  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  T he  d i s c us s io n  on  the  ne ed  to  s tudy  the s e  co nce r ns  i s  

imme dia t e ly  f o l l o wed  by  an  an a ly t i ca l  r ea d ing  o f  t he  na tu r e  o f  t he  

ex i s t i ng  s oc i a l  s c i e nce  d i s c our s e ,  i n  Se c t ion  1 . 2 .  He r e ,  I  ha ve  t r i e d  t o  

un der s t an d  an d  un cove r  t he  l a t en t  he t e r on or mat iv i t y  o f  t he  p r e va i l i ng  

d i s c our s es ,  wh ich  do es  no t  a l l ow  the  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  

t o  be  ad dr es s ed  ap pr opr i a t e l y .  

I n  Se c t ion  1 . 3 ,  I  ha ve  in t ro duc ed  the  i de a  o f  ‘ co er ce d  inv i s i b i l i t y ’  t o  

s ugge s t  t he  un ique  s pa t i a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  wi th  r eg ar d  t o  

ou r  d i s c our s e .  T h i s  s ec t ion  a l so  d i s c us se s  ho w the  s t a t e  mig h t  be  an  



 

imp or t an t  ac to r  i n  ad dr es s ing  the  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  

Se c t ion  1 . 4  d i s c us se s  t he  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  f o r  t he  p r om inen t  t e x t s  u s ed  

f o r  f o r min g  the  a r g umen t s  o f  my  s tudy .  T he  c l os u r e  o f  t he  f i r s t  ch ap te r  

i s  do ne  wi th  Se c t ion  1 . 5 ,  wh ich  s umma r i ze s  t he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  s tudy  

an d  the  s che me  o f  ch ap t e r i za t i on  f o l lo wed .  

T he  Se cond  C hap te r  o f  t he  s tudy  f oc us se s  up on  the  i de a  o f  de moc ra cy  

an d  eq ua l i t y .  I n  C hap te r  2 . 1  “U nco ver in g  the  r e l e va nce  o f  De moc r acy ”  I  

ha ve  t r i e d  t o  un der s t an d  the  ev o lu t i on  o f  t he  i de a  o f  de moc ra cy  th r o ugh  

d i f f e r en t  ag es .  Suc h  an  ex ca va t i on  o f  t he  i de a  o f  de moc ra cy  a l l ows  us  t o  

t r ac e  t he  ev o lu t i on  o f  t he  i de a ,  an d  in f o rm s  the  va lue s  t ha t  a r e  co ns ide r e d  

as  ca r d ina l  t o  i t .  I  ha ve  a l so  t r i ed  t o  s tudy  the  d i f f e r en t  i de as  an d  

un der s t an d ing s  o f  t he  i de a  o f  de moc ra cy ,  i n  o r de r  t o  f i nd  ou t  t he  po ss ib l e  

r ea so ns  an d  f ac to r s  t ha t  mig h t  ha ve  l e d  t o  t he  ou t ca s t e  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  T he  pu rp os e  o f  t he  ch ap t e r  co u ld  be  s umme d  up  as  an  a t t emp t  

t o  un der s t an d  the  p r in c ip l es  up on  wh ich  the  de moc ra t i c  s t r ugg les  a r e  

s a id  t o  be  ba se d ;  an d  un cove r  t he  r ea so ns ,  wi th in  t he  ex i s t i ng  po l i t i c a l  

d i s c our s es ,  t ha t  mig h t  ha ve  l e d  t o  t he  ex c lu s io n  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  T h i s  un cove r ing  o f  t he  r ea so ns  f o r  ex c lu s io n o f  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s  wo u ld  a l so  f o r m  the  f ou nda t iona l  c r i t i que  of  t he  po l i t i c a l  

d i s c our s es .  

Se c t ion  2 . 2  “E qu a l i t y ,  De moc r acy  an d  the  i de a  o f  Pe op le ”  ex pan ds  up on  

the  i de a  o f  eq ua l i t y  as  t he  f oun d ing  p i l l a r  o f  de moc ra cy .  T h i s  s ec t ion  

a l so  d i s c us s es  t he  i de a  o f  t he  ‘ pe op le ’  a s  t he  co ns t i t u t i ve  co mpon en t  o f  

a  de moc ra cy ,  an d  de f ines  t he  ca t eg or y  o f  t he  ‘ pe op le ’  a s  a  dy namic  

e l eme n t  wh ich  un der go es  ch ang e  an d t r an sf o rm at io n .  T hus ,  t he  i de a  o f  



 

eq ua l i t y  i s  p r op os ed  to  be  r ea d  as  a  dy namic  i de a l  wh ich  ca nno t  be  

un der s tood  as  a  s t a t i c  e l eme n t .  T he  a r g umen t s  o f  Se c t ion  2 . 2  a r e  

ma te r i a l i ze d  in  Se c t ion  2 . 3  “E qu a l i t y  as  R ene go t i a t i on ”  wh er e i n  t he  i de a  

o f  eq ua l i t y  i s  d i s c us se d  as  a  f o r m o f  r en ego t i a t i on  be twe en  co n te nd ing  

s e t s  o f  i n t e r es t s  an d  g r ou ps .  T h i s  s ec t ion  p r op os es  t he  i de a  t ha t  eq ua l i t y  

ne ed  no t  be  un der s tood  as  a  s t a t e  o f  ‘ s ame nes s ’ ;  r a th e r ,  eq ua l i t y  i s  a  

co nd i t i on  o f  r en ego t i a t i on  be twe en  eq ua l ly  ca pa b le  ac to r s /g r ou ps  t o  

mol d  the i r  co nd i t i ons .  C hap te r  2  c l os es  wi th an  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  i de a  

o f  d em ocr a cy  an d  eq ua l i t y  as  f r ee - f loa t ing  ide as  t ha t  ca nno t  be  bo und  in  

no rm s  o f  f i x i t y .  

C hap te r  3  f oc us se s  up on  the  i de a  o f  L ibe r ty ,  an d t r i e s  t o  ex p lo r e  t he  

ex t en t  o f  i nd iv idu a l  l i b e r ty  i n  co n t r as t  t o  t he  c l a ims  o f  t he  s oc i e ty .  

Se c t ion  3 . 1  “E xp lo r ing  the  I dea  o f  L ibe r ty”  ex p lo r e s  s ome  o f  t he  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o ns  an d  un der s t an d ing s  o f  t he  i de a  o f  l i b e r ty ,  an d  t r i e s  t o  

de ve l op  an  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  co nce p t .  T he  p r ima r y  a i m  to  d i s c us s  

l i b e r ty  i s  t o  bu i ld  a  f oun da t i on  o f  un der s t an d ing  to  d i s c us s  t he  de ba t es  

ab ou t  t he  s e l f / o the r  r eg ar d in g  ac t ion s  o f  t he  i nd iv idu a l  an d  ho w f a r  t he  

s oc i e ty  co u ld  pu t  r e s t r i c t i ons  on  s uch  l i b e r ty .  

Se c t ion  3 . 2  “T he  imp er a t i ve  o f  t he  Pub l i c  P r iva t e  Di v ide ”  i s  t he  l og i ca l  

un fo ld ing  o f  t he  d i s c us s io n  on  l i b e r ty  an d  ex p lo r e s  t he  do mains  o f  t h e  

co nve n t ion a l  pu b l i c - p r iv a t e  d i c ho to my.  T h i s  s ec t ion  ex pos es  t he  

mi s und er s t an d ing s  an d  co nf us ions  a t t ac hed  to  t he  na tu r e  o f  t he  p r iv a t e  

s phe r e ,  an d  t r i e s  t o  un cove r  t he  ca us e  o f  s t e r e o typ e  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  T he  t a sk  l e f t  i nc ompl e t e  i n  s ec t ion  3 . 2  i s  t a ken  up  in  Se c t ion  

3 . 3  “T r i c ho to miz in g  the  Di v ide ”  wh er e i n  I  ha ve  t r i e d  t o  r ea d  the  



 

co nve n t ion a l  pu b l i c  p r iv a t e  d i c ho to my as  a  t r i c ho to my o f  ‘ pub l i c -

p r iv a t e -pe r so na l ’  s phe r e .  Suc h  r ev i se d  un der s t an d ing  i s  ca pa b le  o f  

s ec u r ing  a  s phe r e  o f  d ig n i ty  an d  ind iv idu a l i t y  t o  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  

C hap te r  4  t a kes  up  the  t h i rd  t he me  o f  my  s tudy ,  t ha t  i s ,  t he  ca s e  o f  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Se c t ion  4 . 1  “ I n c lus iv e  po l i t i c s  an d  r ea lm o f  l a w”  

i s  a  de sc r ip t i v e  pa r t  t ha t  de a l s  wi th  t he  ou t l i n in g  o f  t he  l e ga l  p r ov i s ions  

i n  I nd i a  co nce r n ing  the  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  T h i s  s ec t ion  a l so  ou t l i ne s  

s ome  ob se r va t i ons  o f  I n t e r na t i ona l  an d  na t iona l  r ep or t s  t ha t  ha ve  ha d  

s ign i f i can t  i n f lu enc e  on  the  f a t e  o f  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i n  I nd i a .  T h i s  

s ec t ion  i s  pa r t i cu l a r ly  imp or t an t  f o r  t he  s tudy  be ca us e  i t  s umma r i ze s  t he  

ch an ges  i n  t he  l e go- po l i t i c a l  f r ame wor k  o f  t he  s t a t e  i n  I nd i a .  

Se c t ion  4 . 2  “S oc ia l  co ns c iou sn es s  an d  ch ang e :  A  ca s e  s tudy  o f  L aks hy a  

T r us t ”  i s  ba se d  on  my  ex per i e nc e  an d  s tudy  o f  t he  L aks hy a  T r us t .  T h i s  

s ec t ion  ex p lo r e s  t he  va r ious  ch ann e l s  t h r o ugh  wh ich  the  c i v i l  s oc i e ty  

o r ga n iz a t io ns ,  l i k e  t he  L aks hy a  T r us t ,  a r e  s p r ea d ing  the  aw ar e nes s  ab ou t  

t he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  I t  a l so  s umma r i ze s  t he  va r ious  

i n i t i a t i ves  t a ken  by  L aks hy a  T r us t  an d  the  imp ac t  o f  t he s e  i n i t i a t i ves .  

Se c t ion  4 . 3  “A s se ss ing  the  imp ac t  o f  po l i t i c a l - s oc i a l  po ss ib i l i t i e s ”  i s  an  

as s es s men t  o f  t he  ch ang es  i n  t he  l e go- po l i t i c a l  f r ame wor k  o f  I nd i a  as  

we l l  a s  t he  e f f o r t s  o f  t he  c i v i l  s oc i e ty  o r ga n iz a t io ns .  T h i s  s ec t ion  t r i e s  

t o  un der s t an d  the  imp ac t  o f  d i f f e r en t  s t r a t e g i e s  ad op te d  in  t he  po l i t i c a l  

an d  s oc i a l  s phe r e ,  an d s ugge s t s  t he  f u tu re  t r a j ec to r y  o f  t he  mov eme n t  o f  

a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  



 

C hap te r  5  i s  t he  co nc l us i on  pa r t  o f  t he  s tudy  wh er e i n I  t r y  t o  s um up  my  

ob se r va t i ons  an d  ma ke  in f e r enc es  on  the  ba s i s  o f  t he m.  I n  Se c t ion  5 . 1 ,  I  

t r y  t o  o f f e r  an  ov er v i e w o f  t he  s tudy  by  r ev i s i t i ng  the  i de as  d i s c us se d  

th r o ugho u t  t he  d i s s e r t a t i on .  T he  pu rp os e  o f  t h i s  r ev i s i t  i s  t o  s umma r i ze  

t he  a r g umen t s  an d  ob se r va t i ons  be f o r e  co ming  up  to  t he  f i na l  

co nc l us i ons .  I n  Se c t ion  5 . 2 ,  I  a t t emp t  t o  o f f e r  t he  f i na l  co nc l us i on  o f  my  

s tudy  an d  o f f e r  i n f e r enc es  ba se d  on  the  a r g umen t s  ma de  th r o ugho u t  t he  

d i s s e r t a t i on .  He r e ,  I  a l so  t r y  t o  o f f e r  a  p r ob ab le  r ed re s s  t o  t he  co nce r ns  

o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  I  a l so  t r y  t o  o f f e r  a  p r ov i s o  t ha t  wo u ld  l e ad  

tow ar ds  a  bo rd er l e ss  de moc ra cy  as  un der s tood  in  my  f r ame wor k  o f  

un der s t an d ing .  An d  wh ich  wo u ld  ad dr es s  t he  co nce r ns  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s  i n  a  v i s ib l e  j u s t  ma nne r .  

Some Concluding remarks 

T her e  a r e  f ou r  ma jo r  a r g umen t s  t ha t  I  ha ve  t r i e d  t o  es t a b l i s h  t h r o ugh ou t  

my  s tudy .  T he  in f e r enc es ,  o r  co nc l us i ons ,  a r e  d r a wn  on  the  ba s i s  o f  t he s e  

a r g umen t s .  I  ha ve  t r i e d  t o  b r in g tog e the r  t he  t h r e e  t he mes  o f  my  s tudy  

on  on e  pa th ,  an d  pa in t  t he  p i c tu r e  o f  my  un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  i s s ues  

co nce r n ing  the  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Ne ed l es s  t o  me n t ion  tha t ,  t he  

p r ob lem a t  ha nd  do es  no t  ha ve  a  de f in i t e  s o lu t i on ,  an d  thu s  an y  a r g umen t  

i s ,  bu t  on e  o f  t he  s eve r a l  po ss ib l e  s o lu t i ons .  T hes e  a r g umen t s  wo u ld  he lp  

t o  co r re c t  t he  i ne qua l i t i e s ,  e s pe c i a l l y  i n  a  s oc i e ty  l i k e  I nd i a ,  wh er e  s uch  

in s t a nce s  f l ow  th r o ugh  ev er y  s t r uc t u r e  an d  t r y  t o  l i n k  i t  w i th  bo rd er l e ss  

de moc ra cy .  T he  ma in  po in t  t ha t  ne eds  ou r  a t t en t ion  i s  t he  en d  o f  t he  

s ub ju ga t i on  an d  s uppr e s s io n  o f  i nd iv idu a l s ,  i n  t he  na me  o f  t r ad i t i on  an d  



 

p r id e .  T he  ide a  o f  a  bo rd er l e ss  de moc ra cy  i s  no t  t o  ex t en d the  bo rd er s  

o f  t he  s t a t e ,  bu t  t o  d i s s ipa t e  t he  on es  t ha t  c r e a t e  un equa l  s t a tu se s  

be twe en  ind iv idu a l s .  

T he  f i r s t  a r g umen t ,  o r  co nc l us i on ,  t ha t  I  ha ve  d r a wn  f r om the  d i s c us s io n  

i s  r eg ar d in g the  na tu r e  o f  t he  co nve n t ion a l  s oc i a l  s c i e nce  d i s c our s e ,  

wh ich  s how s he t e r on or mat ive  i nc l ina t ion ,  t o  t he  ex t en t  t ha t  i t  l e ads  t o  a  

s ys t emi c  ou tca s t e  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  T h i s  s ys t emi c  ou tca s t e  

ap pea r s  i n  t he  f o r m o f  ‘ co er ce d  inv i s i b i l i t y ’  an d  wo r ks  t o  s ub ju ga t e  t he  

a l t e r na t e  l i f e s ty l es  wh i l e  a l so  r e i n f o r c in g  the  p r e su mpt ion s  o f  

he t e r on or mat iv i t y .  T hus ,  a  r ev i s i t  t o  t he  f oun da t i ona l  i de as  o f  ou r  

d i s c our s e  i s  r eq u i r ed  in  o r de r  t o  r ev a l id a t e  ou r  un der s t an d ing  an d  

es t a b l i s h  t he  r e l e va nce  o f  s uch  co nce p t s .  

T he  s ec ond  a r g umen t ,  o r  co nc l us i on ,  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  an a ly t i ca l  

un der s t an d ing  o f  a s pe c t s  o f  l i f e  a s -  ‘ pub l i c - p r iv a t e - pe r so na l ’  s phe r es .  

T h i s  t r i c ho to miza t ion  o f  t he  as pe c t s  o f  l i f e  i s  ne ce ss a r y  i n  o r de r  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  an  au tono mous  s phe r e  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y ,  wh ich  i s  o th e r wi s e  

s u f f oca t ed  an d  ne ga t ed  by  the  s oc i a l  no rm s .  T he  co nve n t ion a l  

un der s t an d ing  o f  t he  pu b l i c - p r iv a t e  d i c ho to my i s  l im i t ed  i n  t he  s ens e  

t ha t  i t  de a l s  wi th  on ly  t he  s oc i o- po l i t i c a l  a s pe c t s  o f  i nd iv idu a l  l i f e ,  an d  

l e ave s  t he  as pe c t s  o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  un a t t e nde d .  Suc h  un a t t e nde d  do main  

o f  i nd iv idu a l i t y  be com es  an  ea s y p r e y  to  t he  ag gr an d iz i ng  do main  o f  

s oc i a l  no rm s .  

T he  th i rd  a r g umen t ,  o r  co nc l us i on ,  t a lks  ab ou t  t he  s t r a t e gy  pu rs ue d  by  

the  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  f o r  ad dr es s ing  the i r  co nce r ns .  G i ven  the  un ique  



 

s pa t i a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s ,  a  co nve n t ion a l  s t r a t e gy  o f  

c l a imin g  r ed i s t r i bu t iv e  j u s t i c e  mig h t  be  un su i t ab l e  f o r  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  S inc e  t he  ba s i c  p r e mis e  o f  t he  co nce r ns  o f  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s  l i e s  i n  t he  r ec ogn i t i ve  as pe c t s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  i t  i s  mor e  p l a us ib l e  

t o  r ema in  f oc us ed  on  s uch  as pe c t s .  T he  d i s t i n c t  s pa t i a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s  a l so  ma kes  t he i r  s t r ugg le  un ique  an d  r i dd l ed .  

Fou r t h ly ,  t he  s t a t e  p l a ys  an  imp or t an t  r o l e  i n  ad dr es s ing  the  co nce r ns  o f  

t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s .  Wi th  t he  f a i r l y  ma tu r e  ex per i e nc e  o f  

de moc ra cy ,  t he r e  ha s  em er ge d  a  de g r ee  o f  co ns c iou sn es s  on  the  pa r t  o f  

t he  s t a t e  i t s e l f ,  wh ich  f l ow s  th r o ugh  i t s  s t r uc t u r es  an d  be l i e f s .  T h i s  

au tono mous  co ns c iou sn es s  ha ppe ns  t o  s uppo r t  t he  de moc ra t i c  co nce r ns  

o f  d i f f e r en t  g r ou ps .  T hus ,  wh i l e  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  s oc i a l  g r ou ps  mig h t  be  

ag a in s t  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s ,  i t  be com es  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t he  s t a t e  

s t r uc t u r es  t o  de ny  the  va l id  de moc ra t i c  c l a ims  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  

s exu a l i t i e s .  T hus ,  e i t he r  wi l l i ng l y o r  un wi l l i n g ly ,  t he  ‘ ou t  o f  bo und’  

s pa t i a l i t y  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  ch ang ed  an d  the y  a r e  

ac co mmoda ted  in t o t he  de moc ra t i c  f o ld  o f  t he  po l i t y .  T h i s  po l i t i c a l  

ac co mmoda t ion  he lps  t he  mov eme n t  o f  t he  a l t e r na t e  s exu a l i t i e s  t o  

ad van ce  f u r the r  i n  o th e r  s phe r es  o f  de moc ra cy .  
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h t t p s : / / w w w . d e c c a n c h r o n i c l e . c o m / n a t i o n / c u r r e n t - a f f a i r s / 1 3 0 7 1 8 / n o - r i c e -
m a g g i e - n o n - v e g - f o r - l u n c h - s c h o o l - t o - s t u d e n t s . h t m l  

E l e f t h e r i a d i s ,  K .  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .  A n t i - i d e n t i t y ,  P o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  Q u e e r  
C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  F u t u r e  D i r e c t i o n s .  I n  Q u e e r  F e s t i v a l s  ( p p .  1 6 7 – 1 7 9 ) .  
A m s t e r d a m  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  h t t p s : / / w w w . j s t o r . o r g / s t a b l e / j . c t v 5 n p h 4 3 . 1 0  

F o u c a u l t ,  M .  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  S e x u a l i t y  V o l u m e  1 :  A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  ( R .  
H u r l e y ,  T r a n s . ) .  P a n t h e o n  B o o k s .  

F r a s e r ,  N .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  R e t h i n k i n g  t h e  P u b l i c  S p h e r e :  A  C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
C r i t i q u e  o f  A c t u a l l y  E x i s t i n g  D e m o c r a c y .  S o c i a l  T e x t ,  2 5 / 2 6 ,  5 6 – 8 0 .  

F r a s e r ,  N .  ( 1 9 9 7 ) .  J u s t i c e  I n t e r r u p t u s -  C r i t i c a l  R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  
P o s t S o c i a l i s t  C o n d i t i o n s .  R o u t l e d g e .  

F u k u y a m a ,  F .  ( 2 0 1 2 ) .  T h e  E n d  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  t h e  L a s t  M a n .  P e n g u i n e .  



 

G a n d h i ,  M .  K .  ( 1 9 0 9 ) .  H i n d  S w a r a j  o r  I n d i a n  H o m e  R u l e .  N a v j i v a n  P u b l i s h i n g  
H o u s e .  h t t p s : / / w w w . m k g a n d h i . o r g / e b k s / h i n d _ s w a r a j . p d f  

G i d d e n s ,  A .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  C o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  M o d e r n i t y .  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s .  

T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  I n d i a ,  ( 1 9 5 0 ) .  h t t p s : / / l e g i s l a t i v e . g o v . i n / c o n s t i t u t i o n - o f -
i n d i a  

T r a n s g e n d e r  P e r s o n s  ( P r o t e c t i o n  o f  R i g h t s )  A c t  2 0 1 9 ,  P u b .  L .  N o .  N O .  4 0  O F  
2 0 1 9 ,  1  ( 2 0 1 9 ) .  

G u n d o g a n ,  E .  ( 2 0 0 8 ) .  J  J  R o u s s e a u  a n d  t h e  T h o e r y  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  W i l l :  A n  
I n t r o d u c t i o n .  I L I R I A  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  M a g a z i n e ,  1 6 7 – 1 8 7 .  

G u p t a ,  D .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  T h e  D o m e s t i c a t e d  P u b l i c :  T r a d i t i o n ,  M o d e r n i t y  a n d  t h e  
P u b l i c / P r i v a t e  D i v i d e .  I n  G .  M a h a j a n  &  H .  R e i f e l d  ( E d s . ) ,  T h e  P u b l i c  a n d  t h e  
P r i v a t e :  I s s u e s  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  S a g e .  

G u p t a ,  N .  K .  ( 2 0 2 1 a ) .  A  r i d d l e d  r e s t i t u t i o n :  T h e  I n d i a n  J o u r n e y  f r o m  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a n s g e n d e r  t o w a r d s  L G B T Q I .  S e x u a l i t y ,  G e n d e r  a n d  
P o l i c y .  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 0 2 / s g p 2 . 1 2 0 4 2  

G u p t a ,  N .  K .  ( 2 0 2 1 b ) .  O u t  o f  B o u n d s :  T h e  i d e a  o f  C o e r c e d  i n v i s i b i l i t y  a n d  
A l t e r n a t e  S e x u a l i t i e s .  S e x u a l i t y ,  G e n d e r  a n d  P o l i c y .  
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 0 2 / s g p 2 . 1 2 0 3 9  

G u t m a n n ,  A . ,  &  T h o m s o n ,  D .  ( 2 0 0 4 ) .  W h y  D e l i b e r a t i v e  D e m o c r a c y ?  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

H a b e r m a s ,  J .  ( 1 9 7 4 ) .  T h e  P u b l i c  S p h e r e :  A n  E n c y c l o p e d i a  A r t i c l e  ( 1 9 6 4 )  ( S .  
L e n n o x  &  F .  L e n n o x ,  T r a n s . ) .  N e w  G e r m a n  C r i t i q u e ,  3 ,  4 9 – 5 5 .  

H a l l ,  D .  E .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  Q u e e r  T h e o r i e s .  P a l g r a v e  M a c m i l l a n .  

H e l d ,  D .  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  P a r t  2 :  C r i t i c a l  T h e o r y  H a b e r m a s .  I n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C r i t i c a l  
T h e o r y :  H o r k h e i m e r  t o  H a b e r m a s .  P o l i t y  P r e s s .  

H e y w o o d ,  A .  ( 2 0 0 4 ) .  P o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y :  A n  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  P a l g r a v e  M a c m i l l a n .  

I L G A .  ( 2 0 2 0 a ) .  C u r b i n g  D e c e p t i o n :  A  w o r l d  s u r v e y  o n  l e g a l  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  s o -
c a l l e d  #c o n v e r s i o n  t h e r a p i e s ”  ( p p .  1 – 1 3 0 ) .  I L G A .  

I L G A .  ( 2 0 2 0 b ) .  T r a n s  L e g a l  M a p p i n g  R e p o r t  2 0 1 9 :  R e c o g n i t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
l a w  ( I L G A  W o r l d ) .  I L G A .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  J u r i s t s  ( I C J ) .  ( 2 0 0 6 ) .  T h e  Y o g y a k a r t a  
P r i n c i p l e s -  P r i n c i p l e s  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  L a w  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  S e x u a l  O r i t e n t a t i o n  a n d  G e n d e r  I d e n t i t y  ( p p .  1 – 3 8 ) .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  J u r i s t s  ( I C J ) .  ( 2 0 1 7 ) .  T h e  Y o g y a k a r t a  P r i n c i p l e s  
P l u s  1 0 — A d d i t i o n a l  P r i n c i p l e s  a n d  S t a t e  O b l i g a t i o n  o n  t h e  A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H u m a n  R i g h t s  L a w  i n  R e l a t i o n  t o  S e x u a l  O r i e n t a t i o n ,  G e n d e r  
E x p r e s s i o n  a n d  S e x  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  C o m p l e m e n t  t h e  Y o g y a k a r t a  
P r i n c i p l e s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  J u r i s t s  ( I C J ) .  

J a g g a r ,  A .  ( 2 0 0 8 ) .  J u s t  M e t h o d s :  A n  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  f e m i n i s t  r e a d e r .  
P a r a d i g m  P u b l i s h e r s .  



 

J a g o s e ,  A .  ( 1 9 9 6 ) .  Q u e e r  T h e o r y -  A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n .  N e w  Y o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s .  

J o s e p h ,  S .  ( 1 9 9 6 ) .  G a y  a n d  L e s b i a n  M o v e m e n t  i n  I n d i a .  E c o n o m i c  a n d  
P o l i t i c a l  W e e k l y ,  3 1 ( 3 3 ) ,  2 2 2 8 – 2 2 3 3 .  

J o s e p h ,  S .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  C r e a t i n g  a  P u b l i c :  R e i n v e n t i n g  D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  I n  
G .  M a h a j a n  &  H .  R e i f e l d  ( E d s . ) ,  T h e  P u b l i c  a n d  t h e  P r i v a t e :  I s s u e s  o f  
D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  S a g e .  

K u p e r ,  A .  ( 2 0 0 4 ) .  D e m o c r a c y  B e y o n d  B o r d e r s :  J u s t i c e  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  
G l o b a l  I n s t i t u t i o n s .  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

K y m l i c k a ,  W .  ( 1 9 9 5 ) .  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  C i t i z e n s h i p :  A  L i b e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  m i n o r i t y  
r i g h t s .  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

L e f o r t ,  C .  ( 1 9 8 8 ) .  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r y  ( D .  M a c e y ,  T r a n s . ) .  P o l i t y  
P r e s s .  

L i ,  D .  H . ,  R a w a t ,  S . ,  R h o t o n ,  J . ,  P a t a n k a r ,  P . ,  E k s t r a n d ,  M .  L . ,  R o s s e r ,  B .  R .  
S . ,  &  W i l k e r s o n ,  J .  M .  ( 2 0 1 7 ) .  H a r a s s m e n t  a n d  V i o l e n c e  A m o n g  M e n  W h o  
H a v e  S e x  w i t h  M e n  ( M S M )  a n d H i j r a s  A f t e r  R e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  I n d i a !s  
#S o d o m y  L a w . ”  S e x  R e s  S o c  P o l i c y ,  1 4 ,  3 2 4 – 3 3 0 .  
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 0 7 / s 1 3 1 7 8 - 0 1 6 - 0 2 7 0 - 9  

M a d a n ,  T .  N .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  O f  t h e  S o c i a l  C a t e g o r i e s  #P r i v a t e ”  a n d  #P u b l i c ” :  
C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t .  I n  G .  M a h a j a n  &  H .  R e i f e l d  ( E d s . ) ,  T h e  
P u b l i c  a n d  t h e  P r i v a t e :  I s s u e s  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  S a g e .  

M a h a j a n ,  G . ,  &  R e i f e l d ,  H .  ( E d s . ) .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  T h e  P u b l i c  a n d  P r i v a t e :  I s s u e s  o f  
D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  S a g e .  

M e n o n ,  N .  ( 2 0 1 2 ) .  S e e i n g  L i k e  a  F e m i n i s t .  P e n g u i n e .  

M i l l ,  J .  S .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  R e t h i n k i n g  t h e  W e s t e r n  T r a d i t i o n :  O n  L i b e r t y :  J o h n  S t u a r t  
M i l l  ( D .  B r o m w i c h  &  G .  K a t e b ,  E d s . ) .  Y a l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

M i n i s t r y  o f  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  a n d  E m p o w e r m e n t ,  G o I .  ( 2 0 1 4 ) .  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  
E x p e r t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  T r a n s g e n d e r  p e r s o n s .  

M n o o k i n ,  R .  H .  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  T h e  P u b l i c / P r i v a t e  D i c h o t o m y :  P o l i t i c a l  
D i s a g r e e m e n t  a n d  A c a d e m i c  R e p u d i a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a  L a w  
R e v i e w ,  1 3 0 ( 6 ) ,  1 4 2 9 – 1 4 4 0 .  

M u l e ,  N .  J .  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .  H U M A N  R I G H T S  Q U E S T I O N E D :  A  Q u e e r  P e r s p e c t i v e .  
C a n a d i a n  S o c i a l  W o r k  R e v i e w ,  3 5 ( 1 ) ,  1 3 9 – 1 4 6 .  

N A C O .  ( 2 0 2 0 ) .  N A C O  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  2 0 1 8 - 1 9  ( p p .  4 4 9 – 5 1 3 ) .  N a t i o n a l  A I D S  
C o n t r o l  O r g a n i z a t i o n .  
h t t p s : / / m a i n . m o h f w . g o v . i n / s i t e s / d e f a u l t / f i l e s / 2 4 % 2 0 C h a p t e r % 2 0 4 9 6 A N 2 0 1 8
- 1 9 . p d f  

N A L S A  J u d g e m e n t ,  5  S C C .  4 3 8  W r i t  P e t i t i o n  ( C I V I L )  N o .  4 0 0  o f  2 0 1 2  1  
( 2 0 1 4 ) .  

N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c i a l  D e f e n c e .  ( 2 0 2 0 ) .  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  G a r i m a  G r e h :  
S h e l t e r  h o m e  f o r  T r a n s g e n d e r  p e r s o n s  ( p p .  1 – 2 0 ) .  M i n i s t r y  o f  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  



 

a n d  E m p o w e r m e n t .  
h t t p s : / / t r a n s g e n d e r . d o s j e . g o v . i n / d o c s / G a r i m a G r e h G u i d l e i n e s . p d f  

N a v t e j  S i n g h  J o h a r  V s  U n i o n  o f  I n d i a ,  W r i t  P e i t i o n  ( C r i m i n a l )  N o .  7 6  o f  2 0 1 6  
4 9 5  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .  
h t t p s : / / m a i n . s c i . g o v . i n / s u p r e m e c o u r t / 2 0 1 6 / 1 4 9 6 1 / 1 4 9 6 1 _ 2 0 1 6 _ J u d g e m e n t _
0 6 - S e p - 2 0 1 8 . p d f  

N a z  F o u n d a t i o n  v s  G o v e r n m e n t  O f  N c t  O f  D e l h i ,  ( 2 0 0 9 ) .  

N u s s b a u m ,  M .  C . ,  &  S i h v o l a ,  J .  ( E d s . ) .  ( 2 0 0 2 ) .  T h e  S l e e p  o f  R e a s o n :  E r o t i c  
E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  E t h i c  i n  A n c i e n t  G r e e c e  a n d  R o m e .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C h i c a g o  P r e s s .  

O m v e d t ,  G .  ( 2 0 0 3 ) .  T h e  S t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a n d t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  s p h e r e .  I n  G .  M a h a j a n  &  H .  R e i f e l d  ( E d s . ) ,  T h e  P u b l i c  a n d  t h e  P r i v a t e :  
I s s u e s  o f  D e m o c r a t i c  C i t i z e n s h i p .  S a g e .  

P a k a l u k ,  M .  ( 2 0 0 5 ) .  A r i s t o t l e !s  N i c h o m a c e a n  E t h i c s :  A n  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

P a t e m a n ,  C .  ( 1 9 8 8 ) .  T h e  S e x u a l  C o n t r a c t .  S t a n d a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

P h i l l i p s ,  A .  ( 2 0 0 4 ) .  D e f e n d i n g  E q u a l i t y  o f  O u t c o m e .  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  
P h i l o s o p h y ,  1 2 ( 1 ) ,  1 – 1 9 .  

P I B  D e l h i .  ( 2 0 2 0 ,  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ) .  S h r i  T h a a w a r c h a n d  G e h l o t  E - L a u n c h e s  
$N a t i o n a l  P o r t a l  f o r  T r a n s g e n d e r  P e r s o n s " !a n d  E - I n a u g u r a t e s  G a r i m a  G r e h :  A  
S h e l t e r  H o m e  f o r  T r a n s g e n d e r  P e r s o n s  i n  G u j a r a t .  P I B .  
h t t p s : / / p i b . g o v . i n / P r e s s R e l e a s e I f r a m e P a g e . a s p x ? P R I D = 1 6 7 5 6 2 9  

R a w l s ,  J .  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  A  T h e o r y  o f  J u s t i c e  ( O r i g i n a l  E d i t i o n ) .  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s .  

R a w l s ,  J .  ( 1 9 9 3 ) .  P o l i t i c a l  L i b e r a l i s m .  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

R e n a n ,  E .  ( 1 8 8 2 ) .  W h a t  i s  a  N a t i o n ?  ( E .  R u n d e l l ,  E d . ) .  

R i g h t s  o f  t r a n s g e n d e r  p e r s o n s  –  C h a n g e s  i n  b a n k  f o r m s / a p p l i c a t i o n s  e t c . ,  
P u b .  L .  N o .  D B R . N o . L e g . B C . 9 1 / 0 9 . 0 7 . 0 0 5 / 2 0 1 4 - 1 5 ,  
D B R . N o . L e g . B C . 9 1 / 0 9 . 0 7 . 0 0 5 / 2 0 1 4 - 1 5  R B I / 2 0 1 4 - 1 5 / 5 7 2  ( 2 0 1 5 ) .  
h t t p s : / / r b i d o c s . r b i . o r g . i n / r d o c s / N o t i f i c a t i o n / P D F s / N T 5 7 2 4 1 E 8 D 4 D 0 9 B C E 4 8 5
3 9 6 2 5 4 E 0 3 0 2 B 6 B E 4 1 . P D F  

R o b e r t s o n ,  R .  ( 1 9 9 4 ) .  G l o b a l i s a t i o n  o r  G l o c a l i s a t i o n ?  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  1 ( 1 ) ,  3 3 – 5 2 .  

R o p e r ,  J .  ( 1 9 8 9 ) .  P a r t  O n e :  I n t r o d u c t i o n .  I n  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  i t s  c r i t i c s :  
A n g l o - A m e r i c a n  D e m o c r a t i c  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  ( p p .  1 – 2 2 ) .  U n w i n  
H y m e n .  

R o u t l e d g e .  ( 2 0 0 8 ) .  R o u t l e d g e  P h i l o s o p h y  G u i d e b o o k  t o  H o b b e s  a n d  
L e v i a t h a n  ( G .  N e w e y ,  E d . ) .  R o u t l e d g e .  

S a n d e l ,  M .  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  T h e  P r o c e d u r a l  R e p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  U n e n c u m b e r e d  S e l f .  
P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r y ,  1 2 ( 1 ) ,  8 1 – 9 6 .  



 

S c h o l t e ,  J .  A .  ( 2 0 0 5 ) .  G l o b a l i z a t i o n :  A  C r i t i c a l  I n t r o d u c t i o n  ( 2 n d  e d . ) .  
P a l g r a v e  M a c m i l l a n .  

S e b a s t i a n ,  J .  ( 2 0 1 8 ) .  T h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  u n n a t u r a l  i n t e r c o u r s e :  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  
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