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Chapter 2 

Understanding Democracy and Equality 

 

2.1 Uncovering the Relevance of Democracy 
The  concep tua l  f r amew ork  w i th in  w h ich  I  hope  to  beg in  to  und er s t and  and  

add res s  the  concerns  and  i s s ues  o f  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  a s  men t ioned  in  

the  chap te r  above ,  i s  o f  a  demo cra t i c  na t u r e .  The  21 s t  cen tu ry  i s  c e leb r a ted  

the  age  o f  de mocracy , 1 and  the  founda t i ona l  p r em is e  o f  a  democr acy ,  a s  

r igh t ly  obs e rved  by  Tocquev i l l e ,  l i e s  in  the  idea l s  o f  equa l i ty  and  l ib e r ty .  

H ow ever ,  a  democra t i c  s y s tem  a l s o  s how s  a  t endency  to  f a l l  p r ey  to  

ma jo r i t a r i an i s m  w h ich  then  l eads  to  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  s upp res s ion  o f  the  

mino r i t i e s .  Thus ,  the  de l ibe r a t ions  over  the  na tu r e  o f  demo cracy  con t inue  

unceas ing ly .   

 

When  i t  comes  to  the  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s ,  t h e  va l id i ty  o f  

the  c l a ims  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  can  on ly  be  es t ab l i s hed  by  

under s t and ing  the  na tu r e  o f  democracy .  O nce  i t  i s  e s t ab l i s hed  tha t  the  

exc lu s ion  o f  any  g roup  on  th e  bas i s  o f  th e i r  pe r s ona l  cho ices  i s  un ju s t i f i ed  

f rom a  d emoc ra t i c  pe r s pec t ive ,  w e  open  the  roo m fo r  pub l i c  de l ib e r a t ion  

and  k icks ta r t  the  p roc es s  o f  r e imag in a t io n  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  to  add res s  

the  in ju s t i ces  done  to  the  a l t e rna te  s exu a l i t i e s .  

 

The  ens u ing  d i s cus s ion  on  democr acy  i s  an  ind i s pens ab le  pa r t  o f  my  

r es ea r ch  and  l ays  th e  founda t ion  o f  the  a rgu men ts  I  s ha l l  p ropos e  

th roughou t  my  s tudy .  M y  a rgumen ts  and  f r amew ork  o f  under s t and ing  f ind  

a  n iche  in  the  idea  o f  d emocr acy  due  to  the  fo r ce  o f  log ic  and  r eas on .  The  

p ro jec t  tha t  I  h ave  under taken  i s  no t  pos s ib le  under  a  non - de mocra t i c  

r eg ime ,  a s  i t  w ou ld  tu rn  ou t  to  b e  a  fu t i l e  and  s e l f -de f ea t ing  exe r c i s e .  I t  

mus t  be  no ted  tha t  exc ep t  d emocr acy ,  a l l  po l i t i c a l  a r r ange men ts  a r e  
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neces s a r i ly  p r emis ed  upon  a  log ic  o f  th e  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  the  ind iv idua l  

w i l l  and  d es i r e .  Thus ,  to  f ind  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  r e s o lu t ion  to  the  concerns  

o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  a  non - democra t i c  f r a mew ork  w ou ld  

u l t im a te ly  l ead  to  in ju s t i ce  to  on e  o r  ano the r  s ec t ion .  A  demo cra t i c  

a r r angem en t  i s  th e  on ly  one  w h i ch  a l low s  fo r  an  ongo ing  r econs t i tu t ion  o f  

the  no rm at iv e  f r a mew ork .  S uch  na tu r e  o f  a  d emocra t i c  s y s tem  ca l l s  f o r  a  

s tudy  and  de eper  und er s t and ing  o f  the  d ynamics  b eh ind  i t .  Bu t  th en ,  w ha t  

con t r ibu t es  to  th i s  ongo ing  r e lev ance  o f  democra cy?  

 

D emocracy  ho ld s  th e  cen t r a l  p l ace ,  a mo ng  the  po l i t i ca l  concep t s ,  becaus e  

i t  add r es s es  the  p r i mary  con cerns  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty ,  tha t  i s ,  

e s t ab l i s h ing  a  s oc ie ty  bas ed  on  equa l i ty  and  f r eedom,  and  thus  ju s t i f i e s  i t s  

con t inuan ce .  Tha t  i s  the  r eas on  w hy  ev e n  the  non - democr a t i c  s e t t ings  l ike  

monarchy ,  a r i s toc r a cy ,  s oc ia l i s m  and  e ven  N az i s m  t ry  to  s how cas e  the  

democra t i c  r oo t s  o f  the i r  ex i s t enc e . 2 Th i s  in f a tua t ion  and  a t t e mp t  to  po r t r ay  

the  benevo l en t  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  f r amew ork  has  l ed  to  the  popu la r  

be l i e f  in  de mocra cy  as  the  mos t  des i r ab l e  f o rm o f  human  s oc ie ty . 3 H ow ever ,  

th i s  f ondnes s  f o r  de mocra cy  o f t en  r es u l t s  in  a  t enden cy  o f  an  unex amin ed  

accep tance  o f  the  popu la r  in te rp r e ta t i on  and  under s t and ing .  Th i s  o f t en  

r es u l t s  in  s eve ra l  un in tended  o f f s hoo t s  o f  the  democr a t i c  t r a j ec to ry  w h ich  

become  p rob lem at ic  and  cha l l eng ing .  

 

There  i s  s ome  inna te  qua l i ty  in  th e  con cep t  o f  democra cy  w h ich  makes  i t  

dea r  to  the  ph i lo s oph i ca l  f r a mew orks  o f  d i f f e r en t  gen res .  Whi l e  the  

t e l eo log ic a l  p lan  fo r  th e  pu r s u i t  o f  the  a l l eged ly  ide a l  hu man  s oc ie ty  m igh t  

d i f f e r  f o r  d i f f e r en t  l ines  o f  though t ,  the  idea l  s i tua t ion  fo r  eve ry  s y s tem ic  

theo ry  t ends  tow ards  a  s e l f - d e f ined  and  s e l f - ac tu a l i zed  ind iv idua l / s oc ie ty .  

S ince  th e  ‘ end ’  i s  a  d i s t an t  ide a l ,  w ha t  ma t t e r s  more  in  the  con t emp l a t iv e  

p roces s  i s  the  de l ibe r a t ion  upon  the  ‘means , ’  o r  the  t r a j ec to ry ,  w h ich  i s  

des igned  fo r  th e  ach ieve men t  o f  s uch  end .  Th e  va r i a t ion  in  th e  
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ph i lo s oph ica l  t r ad i t ion  emerges  on  a ccou n t  o f  thes e  m eans .  The  demo cra t i c  

t r ad i t ion  cap tu r es  the  in te r es t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  gen res  o f  ph i lo s opher s  becaus e  

o f  i t s  ab i l i ty  to  a l low  a  r e in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  the  ends  and  m eans .  Th i s  ab i l i ty  

to  adap t  to  the  chang ing  c i r cums t anc es  g ives  de mocra cy  a  con t inu ing  

r e levan ce .  

 

Th i s  v iew  o f  democra cy  as  an  idea l  f o rm  o f  po l i ty  i s  s ha red  by  Tocquev i l l e  

w hen  he  a rgu es  tha t  a  de mocra cy  i s  ‘ equa l ly  f av o r ab le  to  the  p ros per i ty  and  

the  dev e lopm en t  o f  a l l  t he  c l a s s es ,  in to  w h ich  s oc i e ty  i s  d iv id ed . ’ 4 Thus ,  

the  s eg rega t ion  o f  s oc i e ty  on  th e  bas i s  o f  c l a s s ,  cas te  o r  o the r  e thn ic i t i e s  

does  no t  de f ine  the  d emocr a t i c  ide a l s .  D emocracy  i s  bas ed  on  mu tua l  

in te rd ep endence  and  d e l ib e r a t ion  to  pu r s ue  one’ s  ends  in  an  unh indered  

manner .  Th i s  mak es  a  u t i l i t a r i an  g round  fo r  accep t ing  de mocra cy  over  any  

o the r  f o rm o f  s oc i e ty .  

 

D emocracy  i s  a l s o  acc l a im ed  fo r  be ing  accommod a t iv e  and  inc lu s ive .  Thus ,  

in  a  r ap id ly  chang ing  w or ld ,  w i th  f r eque n t  in t e rmix ing  o f  co mmun i t i e s  and  

cu l tu r es ,  a  de mocra cy  a l low s  fo r  a  pea c e fu l  co ex i s t en ce  and  co l l abo ra t ive  

cu l tu r e ,  w h ich  migh t  no t  be  pos s ib l e  i f  t he  s oc ie ty  w ou ld  have  been  bas ed  

upon  r ig id  boundar i es .  Le fo r t  has  cap t u red  th i s  in te rna l  vo la t i l i ty  o f  a  

democra cy  and  c a l l s  i t  an  ‘ emp ty  p lac e ’  w h ich  r es t r i c t s  any  govern men t  o r  

ves ted  in t e r es t  f r om  app rop r i a t ing  the  pow er .  The  in s t i tu t iona l i za t ion  o f  

con tes ta t ion  ens u res  tha t  th e  s t r ugg le  f o r  pow er  r emains  l eg i t ima te  and  

mu tua l ly  ac cep t ed  th rough  ‘p rocedu r es  o f  pe r iod ic a l  r ed i s t r ibu t ions . ’ 5 

 

D emocracy  i s  a  manner  in  w h ich  a  s oc ie ty  i s  o rgan ized  in  s uch  a  w ay  tha t  

equa l i ty  i s  m a in t a ined  and  pow er  i s  dem ys t i f i ed  a s  a  s ha red  r es pons ib i l i ty  

w h ich  canno t  be  app rop r ia t ed  by  any  e l e men t .  S uch  a  s oc i e ty  i s  de f in ed  by  

the  p r inc ip les  and  po l i t i c a l  im agery  o f  th e  mas s es  r a the r  than  th e  r ig id  l aw s ,  

and  thus  m a in t a in s  i t s  adap t ive  n a tu r e  i n  t im es  o f  ch ange .  Th i s  a s pec t  o f  
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democra cy  as  bas ed  on  the  popu la r  ima gery  i s  w e l l  cap tu r ed  by  A nder s on  

th rough  h i s  d es c r ip t ion  o f  the  im ag ined  com m un i t i e s  w h ich  he  des c r ibes  a s  

a  p roduc t  o f  mu tua l  s hap ing  and  in f luen ce . 6  

 

The  appea l  o f  the  de mocra t i c  f r a mew o rk  i s  due  to  i t s  inc lu s iv e  na tu r e .  

Befo re  ven tu r ing  a  d i s cus s ion  on  the  na t u r e  and  pe r s pec t ives  on  democra cy ,  

i t  w ou ld  be  h e lp fu l  to  exp lo r e  th e  conc ep tua l  f ound a t ions  o f  d emocra cy .  

A ga in ,  I  mak e  c lea r  tha t  the  pu rpos e  o f  my  s tudy  i s  to  under s t and  the  

concep t  o f  de mocra cy  s o  a s  to  add re s s  the  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s  w h ich ,  acco rd ing  to  me ,  m i gh t  have  been  neg lec ted  due  to  a  

p r i s mat i c  under s t and ing  o f  democr acy .  

 

Foundational Aspects of democracy 
I t  i s  in t e r es t ing  to  no te  tha t  the  theo re t i ca l  f ound a t ion  o f  a  de mocracy  i s  

de r ived  f ro m a  l ibe r a to ry  v i ew  o f  the  in d iv idua l .  A n  au tonomous  and  f r ee  

ind iv idua l  beco mes  a  d i s t ingu i s h ing  t r a t  o f  a  de mocra cy .  S uch  ind iv idua l  

does  no t  ne ces s a r i ly  inc l ine  tow ar ds  any  s pec i f i c  a s c r ip t ive  iden t i ty .  

Ra the r ,  s uch  f r a mew ork  a l low s  the  ind iv idua l  to  ho ld  s ever a l  id en t i t i e s  and  

a f f i l i a t ions  a t  a  t ime .  Th e  va lue  and  s ign i f i canc e  o f  the  a s c r ip t ive  iden t i t i e s  

change  ac co rd ing  to  t ime  and  con tex t .  The  Communi ta r i ans  l ike  S ande l  

c r i t i c i z e  s uch  emphas i s  upon  the  ind iv i dua l .  H ow ever ,  S ande l  a l s o  d r aw s  

an  in te r es t ing  p ic tu r e  o f  the  ind iv idu a l  u nder  the  l ib e r a l  t r ad i t ion  w h ich  he  

r e f e r s  to  a s  an  unencum ber ed  s e l f  and  de f ines  i t  a s  in  t e rms  o f  an  abs o lu te  

f r eedom  to  mak e  cho ic es  w i thou t  r e s t r a in t s  f r om the  t r ad i t ions  o r  s oc ia l  

conven t ions .  S ande l  ca l l s  s uch  concep t ion  o f  ind iv idua l  a s  ‘ th e  f u l l e s t  

exp res s ion  o f  the  En l igh t enmen t ’ s  ques t  f o r  the  s e l f - de f in ing  sub jec t . ’ 7 

 

S uch  a  democracy  beco mes  an  open  f r amew ork  w h ich  i s  then  g iv en  

mean ings  and  in t e rp r e t a t ions  by  the  s ub jec t iv i ty  o f  i t s  cons t i tuen t s .  

H ow ever ,  s uch  s ub jec t ive  in t e rp r e ta t ion  o f  the  democra t i c  po l i ty  s ha l l  no t  

be  con fus ed  w i th  a  cons ens us .  Th e  s u b jec t ive  under s t and ing  i s  on ly  an  
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ou tcome  o f  the  founda t iona l  p r em is e  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  I t  i s  f r om th i s  

f ounda t iona l  p r e mis e  tha t  a  cu l tu r e  o f  d i ve r s i ty  f low s  th rough  a  de mocra cy .  

Th i s  imp l ies  tha t  a  de mocra t i c  o rd e r  b ecomes  in s t ru men t a l  in  o f f e r ing  a  

f r amew ork  o f  f r eedo m  and  equa l  oppo r t un i t i e s  to  a l l .  D emocr acy ,  in  th i s  

s ens e ,  comes  to  p lay  a  u t i l i t a r i an  pu rpos e 8 i n  f u r the r ing  the  in te r es t s  o f  the  

ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  A ga in ,  s uch  po l i t i c a l  f r amew ork  b ecom es  ak in  to  

w ha t  Lefo r t  iden t i f i e s  a s  an  ‘ emp ty  p l a ce ’  b ec aus e  the r e  a r e  no  inh eren t  

mean ings  o r  va lues  a t t ached . 9 

 

Tocquev i l l e  under s tood  de mocra cy  as  an  ou tcome  o f  the  na tu r a l  p rog r es s ion  

o f  the  hu man  s oc ie ty .  H e  a l s o  be l i ev ed  tha t  w i th  g r e a te r  cooper a t ion  and  

equa l i ty  o f  cond i t ions ,  the  p rog res s ion  tow ards  a  democra t i c  o rde r  w ou ld  

become  inev i t ab le . 10 H ow ever ,  eq ua l i ty  o f  cond i t ions  s ha l l  no t  be  con fus ed  

w i th  the  id ea  o f  an  abs o lu te  equ a l i ty .  Tocquev i l l e  v iew ed  equa l i ty  o f  

cond i t ions  a s  th e  p r im ary  cond i t ion  fo r  a  r ea l i za t ion  o f  a  de mocra cy .  

 

The  conc ep t ion  o f  l ib e r a l  d emocr acy  i s  a l s o  bas ed  on  a  fund amen ta l  idea  o f  

equa l i ty  o f  mora l  w or th  o f  a l l  i nd iv i dua l s .  Th i s  no t ion  s ugges t s  tha t  

ind iv idua l s  can  s t r ive  to  be  un equa l  th r ough  the i r  s he e r  t a l en t  and  e f fo r t ,  

bu t  s uch  inequa l i ty  s ha l l  no t  deg rade  anyone’ s  mora l  w or th .  Th i s  ens u res  

tha t  an  ind iv idua l ,  i r r e s pe c t iv e  o f  on e’ s  acco l ades  and  ach i evem en ts ,  s ha l l  

be  r e s pec ted  equ a l ly  a s  a  human  pe r s on .  Th i s  no t ion  o f  f ounda t iona l  

equa l i t y  cons t i tu t es  one  o f  the  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  the  concep t  o f  

democra cy ,  and  i t  i s  th i s  a s pec t  w here  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  f ind  s o lace  

w h i l e  p ro je c t ing  the i r  c l a i ms .  

 

The  va lue  o f  equa l i ty  s ha res  i t s  van tag e  po in t  w i th  the  va lue  o f  l ibe r ty .  

Wi th in  the  con cep tu a l  f r amew ork  o f  democracy ,  once  th e  ind iv idua l s  a r e  

e s t ab l i s hed  as  equ a l s ,  i t  b e comes  pe r t ine n t  tha t  s uch  ind iv idua l s  a r e  capab le  

to  p r ac t i c e  the i r  vo l i t ion  and  ch o ic e ,  w i thou t  b e ing  coerced .  Th i s  i s  
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pos s ib le  on ly  w hen  th e r e  i s  l ib e r ty  o r  f r eedom.  The  pu rpos e  o f  com ing  

toge the r  to  fo r m a  po l i t i c a l  s oc ie ty  w ou ld  f a i l  un les s  th e  ind iv idua l s  

cons t i tu t ing  s uch  s oc ie ty  a r e  ab le  to  de c ide  f r ee ly  and  exp res s  thems e lv es  

t r u ly .  A ga in ,  th i s  i s  w ha t  d i s t ingu i s hes  a  democra t i c  o rd e r  f r om a  non -

democra t i c  on e .   

 

Toge the r ,  the  p r inc ip les  o f  equa l i ty  an d  l ibe r ty ,  be comes  an  in t e r tw ined  

complex  w i thou t  w h ich  a  de mocra t i c  f r a mew ork  i s  no t  pos s ib le  to  im ag ine .  

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  a s ce r t a in  w h i ch  o f  the  tw o  va lues  has  a  p r io r i ty  ov er  the  

o the r ,  bu t  i t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  a  de mocra t i c  s oc ie ty  canno t  be  es t ab l i s hed  un les s  

bo th -  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty -  a r e  a l r eady  p r es en t .  I t  i s  pos s ib l e  to  a r t i cu l a te  

o the r  p r inc ip les  on  w h ich  democracy  c a n  be  es t ab l i s hed ,  bu t  I  ag r ee  w i th  

Tocquev i l l e ’ s  po s i t ion  tha t  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty  cons t i tu t e  th e  m a in  t ene t s  

o f  a  democracy . 11 A  t rue  f a i th  in  l ibe r ty  a nd  equa l i ty  a l s o  ens u res  tha t  the  

na tu r e  o f  a  demo cracy  r e mains  adap tab l e  and  acco mmoda t ive ,  p r es e rv ing  

th e  ve ry  es s enc e  o f  the  de mocra cy .  

 

Why Democracy is of Value? 
The  under s t and ing  o f  de mocra cy  as  d i s c us s ed  above  b inds  the  concep t  in  a  

s pec i f i c  f o rm th a t  adds  ce r t a in  va lu es  to  i t .  Be low ,  I  d i s cus s  s ome  o f  the  

r eas ons  w hy  democracy  i s  o f  va lue .  

 

F i r s t ,  d emocr acy  t ends  to  c r ea te  an  ega l i ta r ian  s oc ie ty  by  c r ea t ing  equa l i ty  

o f  cond i t ions  among  th e  ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  Tocquev i l l e  s aw  th i s  a s  a  

s ign  o f  the  p rog r es s  tow ards  a  more  ju s t  and  des i r ab le  s oc ie ty .  H ow ever ,  

the  s ign i f i can ce  o f  the  democra t i c  f r a me w ork  l i e s  in  no t  mere ly  es t ab l i s h ing  

the  cond i t ions  o f  equa l i ty ,  bu t  r e in fo rc ing  the  ega l i t a r i an  th ru s t  th rough  

t ime  and  s pa ce .  The  ph i lo s oph ic a l  r eas on ing  o f  s uch  ega l i t a r i an i s m  

germina tes  f r om th e  idea  o f  f ound a t i ona l  equa l i ty  o f  ind iv idu a l s ,  a s  

d i s cus s ed  ea r l i e r  in  th i s  s e c t ion .  The  de  f ac to  r eas on ing ,  on  the  o the r  h and ,  

i s  e s t ab l i s hed  th rough  w ha t  L efo r t  c a l l s  the  uncer ta in ty  o f  a  d emocr a t i c  
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f r amew ork . 12 Th rough  pe r iod ic  ch ange  o f  governmen ts  and  r e fo r m  o f  s t a t e  

mach in e ry ,  a  demo cracy  does  no t  a l low  fo r  c ry s ta l l i z a t ion  o f  pow er  in  the  

hands  o f  a  p a r t i cu la r  g roup .  M oreove r ,  the  p r inc ip les  o f  equa l i ty  and  

f r eedom  imp l ies  th a t  an  ind iv idua l  ho ld s  the  r igh t  to  exp r es s ion  and  d i s s en t .  

The  w ho le  s y s tem  i s  r un  th rough  a  f r amew ork  o f  checks  and  ba lances  w h ich  

keeps  democr acy  in  ba lanc e .  

 

S econd ,  democr acy  as  a  f o r m o f  po l i t i c a l  commun i ty  i s  i n c lu s ive  i n  na tu r e .  

By  inc lu s ive ,  I  do  no t  mean  to  s ay  tha t  a  democra cy  w ou ld  as s imi l a te  even  

the  ou t s id e r / a l i en  ind iv idua l ,  a l though  tha t  i s  a l s o  a  pos s ib i l i ty  i f  s uch  

ind iv idua l  i s  ab le  to  acc ep t  the  w ays  o f  the  po l i t i c a l  com mun i ty .  Wh a t  

inc lu s ive  imp l ies  in  th i s  con tex t  i s  the  a s s imi la t ive  n a tu r e  o f  the  d emocr a t i c  

s oc ie ty  to  a ccep t  d i s s en t  and  d iv e r s e  op in ions  and  in te r es t s .  Tocquev i l l e  

l auded  th i s  a s pec t  o f  the  democr acy  and  c la im ed  tha t  i t  f ac i l i t a t e s  

deve lopm en t  o f  a l l  c l a s s es  and  a l low s  ea ch  g roup  to  vo ic e  i t s  con cerns . 13 

 

H ow ever ,  the  inc lu s ivenes s  o f  a  d emoc racy  i s  gener a l ly  kn i t  w i th in  th e  

overa l l  f ab r i c  o f  the  no rma t ive  codes  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  Thus ,  i t  i s  pos s ib le  

tha t  an  ind iv idu a l ,  o r  a  g roup ,  hav ing  an  a l t e rna t e  s e t  o f  no r mat ive  be l i e f s  

migh t  no t  be  ab le  to  f i t  w i th in  a  pa r t i cu la r  democr a t i c  o rde r .  Th i s  a l l eged  

tu s s le  be tw een  th e  no rmat ive  pe r s pec t iv es  i s  the  a r ea  w here  the  n ew  s oc ia l  

movemen ts  o f  the  con temp ora ry  age  con tes t  and  de l ibe r a te .  

 

Th i rd ly ,  a  d emocra t i c  s y s tem  i s  r es pons ive  and  adap t i ve  i n  na tu r e ,  in  the  

s ens e  tha t  a  de mocra t i c  o rd e r  g row s  w i th  th e  s oc ie ty  and  adap t s  to  th e  

chang ing  t im es  and  con tex t s .  The  a s pec t  o f  r e s pons ivenes s  o f  the  

democra t i c  o rde r  i s  a l s o  r e f l ec ted  in  the  c hang ing  ro le  o f  a  democra t i c  s t a t e ,  

f r om la i s s ez - f a i r e  to  w e l f a r e  s t a t e .  Tocquev i l l e ’ s  i d eas  g ive  a  con f i rma t ion  

o f  th i s  a rgumen t  and  des c r ibe  democ racy  in  t e rms  o f  a  p rog res s ive  

un fo ld ing  o f  the  p as t  and  p r es en t .  
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Fou r th ly ,  a  demo cracy  i s  p robab ly  th e  mos t  admi r ed  s y s tem  o f  po l i t i ca l  

o rgan iza t ion  be caus e  o f  i t s  em power i ng  na tu r e .  Wh a t  d i s t ingu i s hes  a  

democra cy  f rom th e  r e s t  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie t i e s  i s  th e  f ac t  tha t  a  

democra cy  a l low s  i t s  m ember s  to  dec i de  the  p r io r i t i e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  and  

s oc ie ty .  I n  no  o the r  po l i t i ca l  com mun i t y ,  the  mas s es  a r e  g iv en  the  ab i l i ty  

to  dec ide  a s  a  co l l ec t iv i ty .  Th i s  ab i l i ty  ( o r  s overe ign ty )  o f  the  mas s es  i s  

en s u red  th rough  pe r iod ic  r e f e r endum  ( e l ec t ions ) ,  w h ich  a r e  gen era l ly  bas ed  

on  un ive r s a l  adu l t  s u f f r age .  L efo r t  h igh l i gh ted  th i s  a s pe c t  o f  the  d emocr acy  

as  r e s pons ib le  f o r  i t s  s u rv iva l .  H e  h igh l i gh ted  the  f ac t  th a t  th e  ‘uncer t a in ty  

o f  power ’  empow er s  the  mas s es  and  a le r t s  the  u s u rpe r s  o f  pow er . 14 

 

F ina l ly ,  demo cracy  en cou rages  a  hea l th y  g row th  o f  the  pub l i c  s phere  a s  a  

r ea lm  o f  a c t iv e  po l i t i c a l  invo lv emen t  an d  a r t i cu la t ion  o f  pub l i c  op in ion .  I t  

i s  on ly  in  a  d emocra cy  th a t  an  a c t iv e  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  cou ld  f lou r i s h .  A  

democra cy  r es pec t s  the  pub l i c  and  p r iv a te  s paces  o f  the  mas s es ,  and  thus  

ma in t a in s  app rop r i a t e  d i s t inc t ion  be tw e e n  the  pub l i c  and  th e  p r iva te .  

The  idea  o f  de mocra cy  has  been  in  th e  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  s ince  the  t im es  

o f  anc ien t  Gr eec e , 15 and  has  been  c r ea t ive l y  exp lo red  and  evo lved  under  the  

aeg i s  o f  v a r ious  s choo l s  o f  though t .  The  con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  i s  p robab ly  

the  mos t  popu la r  l ine  o f  though t  t ha t  deve lops  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  

an th ropogen i c  o r ig in  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty .  The  con t r ac ta r i an  th inker s  

a t t e mp ted  a  s y s te mic  theo ry  th rough  a  con jec tu r a l  f r ame  o f  h i s to ry .  I t  i s  

a l s o  in te r es t ing  to  no te  tha t  th e  p r im ary  concern  o f  the  con t r ac ta r i an  

th inker s  d id  no t  r e l a t e  to  the  ide a  o f  dem ocracy  pe r  s e , 16 bu t  the  engagem en t  

w i th  the  id ea  i s  c l e a r  f r om th e  ve ry  beg i nn ing .  The  con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  

in t roduced  a  u t i l i t a r i an  exp lan a t ion  to  t he  po l i t i ca l  o rde r  and  under s tood  

the  po l i t i ca l  s phere  a s  a r t i f i c i a l  and  an th ropocen t r i c .  S uch  under s t and ing  

o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  s e t  a  p r e ceden c e  fo r  an  amendab l e  and  adap tab le  

democra t i c  o rd e r .  
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Wh i le  th e  o r ig in  and  na tu r e  o f  the  s oc i e ty  con temp l a ted  by  th e  con t r a c ta r i an  

th inker s  d i f f e r ed  on  s evera l  g rounds ,  t he  bas ic  t ene t s  and  founda t ion a l  

va lues  r e mains ,  more  o r  l e s s ,  th e  s am e .  N ow here  in  the  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  

theo ry  do  w e  f ind  a  log i c  s ugges t ing  t he  im mutab i l i ty  o f  th e  de mocra t i c  

s oc ie ty .  The  d es c r ip t ion  o f  the  s ta te  o f  n a tu r e  appe ar s  no th ing  bu t  a  p ic tu r e  

o f  a  non - demo cra t i c  r eg ime .  The  con t r a c ta r i an  l i t e r a tu r e  o f f e r s  a  de t a i l ed  

d i s cus s ion  on  the  r e as ons  fo r  ma in t a in ing  the  ex i s t enc e  o f  th e  po l i t i c a l  

s oc ie ty .  I n  w ha t  f o l low s ,  I  s ha l l  a t t e mp t  to  d i s cus s  b r i e f ly  th e  f r am ew ork  

o f  under s t and ing  o f  d i f f e r en t  con t r ac ta r i an  th ink er s  and  a t t emp t  to  d r aw  

in f e r enc es  and  obs e rva t ions  fo r  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  ide a  o f  democra cy  

and  i t s  f ounda t iona l  v a lues .  

 

I  beg in  the  d i s cus s ion  w i th  Thomas  H obbes ,  w ho  l ived  the  ho r ro r s  o f  c iv i l  

w ar  and ,  thus ,  acco rded  the  h igh es t  p r io r i ty  to  p r es e rva t ion  o f  l i f e .  

H obbes ian  under s t and ing  o f  po l i t i c s  i s  lo g ica l  and  m ate r i a l i s t i c .  I t  does  no t  

a t t a ch  any  r e levan ce  to  the  ecc les ia s t i c a l  pu rpos es  o r  d iv in e  r igh t s  o f  the  

ru le r s .  H obbes  iden t i f i ed  the  good  and  b ad  as  be ing  r e la t ive  and  s ub jec t ive  

to  an  ind iv idua l .  Th e  p r im ary  fo r ce  gu i d ing  the  ac t ions  o f  an  ind iv idua l ,  

t hus ,  a r e -  s e l f - p r es e rva t ion  and  s e l f - in t e r es t .  

 

A n  in t ro s pec t ion  o f  H obbes ian  ideas  g ives  a  c l ea r  ind i ca t ion  abou t  the  

p r imacy  o f  va lues  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equ a l i ty  a s  d i s cus s ed  ea r l i e r  in  th i s  

s ec t ion .  H obbes ’  b as ic  p r emis e  pu t s  the  ind iv idu a l s  on  an  equa l  p la t fo rm  

and  s ugges t s  the  fo r ce  o f  s e l f - in te r es t  an d  log ic  a s  g r ea te r  than  tha t  o f  o the r  

t i e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty ,  u nder  Hobbes ’  f r amew ork ,  becom es  

an  embod i men t  o f  d emocr a t i c  va lu es .  T he  t r a j ec to ry  t aken  by  H obbes  to  

des c r ibe  th e  genes i s  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  emerges  ou t  o f  a  demo cra t i c  

p r emis e .  H ow ever ,  the  p roces s  cu lmin a t es  in to  an  abs o lu t i s t  s overe ign  due  

to  the  funda men t a l  a s s umpt ions  made  du r ing  the  s oc i a l  con t r ac t .   
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Hobbes ’  d es c r ip t ion  o f  the  s t a t e  o f  na tu r e  i s  da rk  and  d r ead fu l .  H e  v iew ed  

i t  a s  a  cond i t ion  w her e  ‘ th e  l i f e  o f  m an  [ i s ]  s o l i ta r y ,  poor ,  nas t y ,  b r u t i s h ,  

and  s hor t . ’ 17 S uch  con tex t  makes  the  in s t inc t  f o r  s e l f - p r es e rv a t ion  

pa ramoun t  to  th e  dec i s ions  o f  the  ind i v idua l s .  H obbes  r e f e r r ed  to  thes e  

log ica l  in s igh t s  a s  the  mand a tes  o f  the  l aw  o f  na tu r e . 18 The  conven t ions  o f  

the  mod ern  l i f e  a r e  d e r ived  f rom thes e  l aw s  o f  na tu r e  w h ich  mo t iva t e  th e  

ind iv idua l  to  r e s pe c t  o the r s ’  r igh t s  in  an  equa l ly  s a c r ed  m anner .  H ere ,  i t  i s  

in t e r es t ing  to  ponder  w he the r  the  a s pec t s  o f  s e l f - r ea l i z a t ion  and  s e l f -

exp res s ion  w ou ld  a l s o  cons t i tu t e  a  p a r t  o f  s e l f - p r es e rva t ion?  When  s een  in  

t e rms  o f  r ea l i za t ion  o f  the  ind iv idua l i ty ,  i t  appear s  tha t  s e l f - r e a l i za t ion  i s  

an  ina l i enab le  a s pe c t  o f  the  ind iv id ua l i t y  o f  a  pe r s on  and ,  in  th i s  s ens e ,  i t  

becomes  a  s ac r ed  r igh t  o f  an  ind iv idu a l  to  p ro t ec t  and  p r es e rve  on e’ s  

i nd iv idua l i ty .  

 

The  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  i s  bo rn  ou t  o f  the  common  un iv e r s a l  u rg e  fo r  s e l f -

p r es e rva t ion .  U nder  Hobbes ’  f r amew ork ,  the  ind iv idu a l s  en t e r  in to  a  s oc i a l  

con t r ac t  a f t e r  be ing  mo t iva ted  by  the  l a w s  o f  na tu r e .  S uch  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  

i s  neces s a r i ly  a  vo lun t a ry  and  pa r t i c ipa to ry  ac t .  Thus ,  the r e  a r e  no  unequa l s  

in  a  po l i t i c a l  s oc i e ty .  Th e  con t r ac t  b r ing s  in to  ex i s t en ce  th e  s overe ign  w ho  

i s  en t r u s ted  w i th  the  t a s k  to  s a f eguard  t he  s oc ie ty  and  i t s  ind iv idua l s . 19 

 

The  na tu r e  o f  po l i t i c s ,  under  H obbes i an  f r amew ork ,  beco mes  an th ropog en ic  

and  in s t rumen ta l .  Whi le  the  s overe ign  ( s t a t e )  i s  en t ru s ted  w i th  an  un l im i ted  

pow er  and  au tho r i ty  over  th e  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty ,  s uch  pow er  and  au tho r i ty  

a r e  de r iv ed  f rom an  uncond i t iona l  co ns en t  o f  the  gov erned . 20 H obbes  

be l i ev ed  tha t  the  s over e ign  does  no t  h av e  the  r igh t  to  e rod e  the  r igh t  to  l i f e  

o f  any  ind iv idua l .  Wh en  the  r igh t  to  l i f e  i s  r ead  in  a  b roader  pe r s pec t iv e ,  

an  a r r ay  o f  r igh t s  appear s  to  f low  tow ards  the  ind iv idu a l .  Thes e  r igh t s  

convey  a  b roader  mean ing  to  the  t e rm ‘ s e l f -pres e rva t ion ’  and  a cco rds  more  
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mean ing  and  s ubs tanc e  to  the  ind iv idua l  l i f e .  H obbes ian  f r am ew ork  a t t a in s  

a  new  mean ing  and  in s igh t  w hen  the  r igh t  to  l i f e  i s  s tud ied  in  t e rms  o f  r igh t  

to  s e l f - exp res s ion  and  s e l f - r ea l i z a t ion .  When  s tud ied  in  th e  backg round  o f  

the  s ac r edn es s  o f  s uch  r igh t s ,  H obbes ia n  f r amew ork  co mes  to  the  de f ens e  

o f  thos e  mino r i t i e s  w h ich  s t and  to  s uccumb  to  the  opp res s ion  o f  the  

ma jo r i ty .  

 

The  con tex t  in  w h ich  J ohn  Lock e  w r o te  h i s  ce l eb ra ted  t ex t  w as  ve ry  

d i f f e r en t  f r om tha t  o f  H obbes .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  f ind  a  d i f f e r en t  pe r s pec t ive  

in  Locke’ s  w r i t ing .  Locke’ s  a r r ang emen t  i s  more  p eac e fu l  and  o rgan iz ed .  

A n  impor tan t  con ce rn  o f  Locke  w as  to  p ro tec t  th e  pe r s ona l  e s t a t e s  o f  the  

ind iv idua l s .  Thus ,  the  des c r ip t ion  o f  s t a t e  o f  na tu r e ,  in  Lock e ,  a s s umes  an  

es t ab l i s hed  c iv i l  s oc ie ty .  Th e  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  on ly  cons t i tu tes  the  po l i t i ca l  

s oc ie ty  w h ich ,  thus ,  becom es  a  r e s u l t  o f  ‘vo lun t a ry  un ion  and  the  mu tua l  

ag reem en t  o f  men . ’ 21 

 

Locke  acco rd ed  p r i mary  impor t ance  to  the  r igh t  to  p r iva te  p rop er ty ,  and  

p layed  an  i mpor tan t  r o le  in  e l abo ra t ing  the  l abo r  theo ry  o f  va lue .  Lo cke  

cons ide red  the  r ea l i za t ion  o f  f r eedom  an d  equa l i ty  in  be ing  ab l e  to  ma in t a in  

and  en joy  one’ s  endow men ts  w i thou t  an y  ex te rna l  th r e a t .  En joy men t  o f  the  

p roper ty  r igh t s  w as  an  impor tan t  a s pe c t  o f  s e l f - r ea l i za t ion  fo r  Locke .  The  

l aw s  o f  na tu r e  a r e  a  de r iv a t ion  o f  s uch  ideas  on ly  and  advoca ted  tha t  ‘ no  

human  be ing  w as  made  to  be  a  mer e  in s t rumen t  o f  s omeone  e l s e ’ s  

p leasu re . ’ 22 A ga in ,  a  b ro ader  in te rp r e ta t i on  o f  th i s  l ine  o f  though t  l inks  

s e l f - exp res s ion  a s  a  f o rm o f  en joy ing  the  endow men ts  o f  an  ind iv idua l .  

When  an  ind iv idu a l  cou ld  c l a im  in a l i ena b le  r igh t s  in  p r iva t e  p roper ty ,  the  

r igh t s  in  one’ s  body  and  iden t i ty  b e come  th e  mos t  s ac r ed  as pec t  o f  

ind iv idua l i ty .  
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A s  long  as  the  s oc ie ty  ma in ta ined  mu t ua l  r e s pec t  and  goodw i l l  f o r  the  

endow men ts  o f  the  ind iv idu a l s ,  ma t e r i a l  inequa l i ty  w ou ld  no t  imped e  upon  

the  p rog res s  o f  the  s o c ie ty . 23 Th i s  cu l tu r e  o f  mu tua l  r e s pec t  and  goodw i l l  

comes  th rough  r ec ip ro c i ty  and  to le r an ce  w h ich  a r e  in s eparab l e  a s pec t s  o f  

modern  democra cy .  When  thes e  va lu e s  become  an  in teg ra l  pa r t  o f  a  

democra t i c  s oc i e ty ,  th e  need  o f  th e  s ove re ign  ( s t a t e )  i s  on ly  to  en fo rc e  the  

l aw s  and  conven t ions .  

 

The  s t a t e  s e tup ,  under  Locke’ s  f r a mew ork ,  i s  a  ‘ f idu c ia ry ’  a r r ange men t  

w here in  the  s t a t e  ( governm en t )  w orks  a s  an  agen t  o f  th e  peop l e .  Th e  

democra t i c  t r ad i t ions  e mpow er  the  mas s e s  to  change  the  ru le r  ( govern men t )  

i f  t he  l a t t e r  f a i l s  to  pe r fo rm  in  the  fo rmer ’ s  i n t e r es t s . 24 A  r ead ing  o f  s uch  

a r r angem en t  in  the  con t empora ry  ag e  g i ves  a  h in t  tow ards  the  dynamics  o f  

de l ibe r a t iv e  democr acy  w here in  d i f f e r en t  s ec t ions  and  g roups  con tes t  to  ge t  

the i r  d emands  fu l f i l l ed ,  and  o f t en  a t t emp t  to  change  th e  govern men t  in  cas e  

the  i t  f a i l s  to  mee t  the  expec t a t ions . 25 

 

A n  in te r es t ing  po in t  in  Lo ckean  f r am e w ork  i s  the  ro le  o f  n a tu r a l  ju s t i ce  

w h ich  p r eda t es  the  ex i s t ence  o f  the  s t a t e .  Wha t  I  hav e  been  d i s cus s ing  a s  

the  founda t iona l  ide a l s  o f  de mocracy  a r e  no th ing  bu t  thes e  p r inc ip les  o f  

na tu r a l  ju s t i ce .  Th es e  p r inc ip les  ho ld  th e  key  to  p ro tec t  th e  in te r es t s  o f  the  

mino r i t i e s  aga in s t  th e  t r e s pas s es  o f  the  ma jo r i ty .  S uch  p r inc ip l es  o f  na tu r a l  

ju s t i ce  beco me  a  s a f eguard  fo r  the  mino r i t i e s  and  he lp  the m w i th s tand  the  

p r es s u re  f o r  a s s imi la t ion  and  s ubmis s ion . 26 I n  th i s  s ens e ,  Locke’ s  i d eas  

o f f e r  an  en ab l ing  cu l tu r e  to  p ro tec t  th e  ind iv idua l i ty  and  au tonomy  o f  the  

ind iv idua l  w h i l e  a l s o  g iv ing  a  d eg ree  o f  ma l l eab i l i ty  and  adap t ab i l i ty  to  the  

s t a t e .  U n l ik e  Hobbes ’  t a c i t  cons en t ,  Locke’ s  i nd iv idu a l  i s  engaged  in  an  

on - go ing  p roces s  o f  nego t i a t ion  w i th  the  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  the  s oc ie ty .  
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H ow ever ,  Locke  i s  o f t en  s een  as  an  a rden t  advoca te  o f  ma jo r i t a r i an i s m.  

A brams on  has  a l s o  a rgued  tha t ,  t r u s t ing  in  the  r ea s onab lenes s  o f  human  

be ings ,  Locke  s aw  th e  ma jo r i ty  a s  a  f o r ce  fo r  r eas on ,  and  h e  never  fu l ly  

deve loped  a  theo ry  o f  r igh t s  aga in s t  the  ma jo r i ty . 27 Th i s  r ema ins  an  a r e a  o f  

con ten t ion  in  Lock e’ s  f r amew ork  o f  unde r s t and ing  w h ich  has  been  a t t ended  

by  s ubs equen t  s cho la r s .  

  

A mong  the  t r io  o f  c l a s s i ca l  s oc ia l  co n t r ac t a r i an  th inker s ,  Rous s eau  i s  

pe rhaps  the  mos t  r ad ic a l  and  imag ina t i ve  th inker .  H i s  ve r s ion  o f  s oc ia l  

con t r ac t  theo ry  can  b e  s een  as  an  a t t ack  on  modern i ty  and  t echno logy .  H e  

b lamed  th e  s oc ia l  cons c ious nes s  and  advances  o f  t echno logy  as  be ing  

r es pons ib le  f o r  the  inc r eas ing  in equa l i ty  and  v ices  among  the  ind iv idua l s .  

Rous s eau  imag ined  a  s t a t e  o f  na tu r e  a s  ‘ a  s t a t e  o f  p len ty  r a the r  than  

s ca r c i ty . ’  The  na tu r a l  man ,  f o r  Rous s eau ,  l ived  a  s o l i t a ry  and  s e l f - s u f f i c i en t  

l i f e  and  d id  no t  need  the  s oc i a l  e th ics  a s  s e l f - p r es e rva t ion  w as  a l l  t ha t  

ma t t e r ed . 28 

 

Rous s eau  a rgued  tha t  i t  i s  s e l f - lov e  an d  p i ty / s ymp a thy  w h i ch  de f in e  th e  

ma in  ch a rac te r i s t i c s  o f  the  ind iv idua l  in  the  s t a t e  o f  na tu r e .  Thes e  v a lues  

have  been  under s tood  as  pos i t iv e  t ene t s  gu id ing  the  conduc t  o f  the  na tu r a l  

man .  H ow ever ,  Rous s eau  a l s o  be l i ev ed  tha t  thes e  v a lues  hav e  been  

mal ign ed  under  the  in f luen ce  o f  ‘ s oc i a l  and  mora l  prog res s ’  a s  thes e  

become  i mb ibed  w i th  s e l f i s hnes s  in s tead  o f  s e l f - love  and  j ea lous ly  in s tead  

o f  s ympa thy . 29 The  need  fo r  s oc i a l  r e cogn i t ion  and  pub l i c  e s t ee m  fo rces  an  

ind iv idua l  to  a c t  in  w ays  con t r a ry  to  one’ s  cha rac t e r  and  in c l in a t ions .  

Rous s eau  w ou ld  v iew  th i s  a s  a  s ign  o f  d eg rada t ion  o f  human i ty . 30 

 

Rous s eau  r ecogn iz ed  the  c r av ing  fo r  r ec ogn i t ion  and  acc ep tan ce  a mong  the  

ind iv idua l s  and  iden t i f i ed  th e  ex i s t ing  inequa l i ty  and  s ubo rd ina t ion  in  

s oc ie ty  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  ou r  s oc ia l  ex i s t e nce .  S uch  r e ad ing  o f  the  s oc ie ty  
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appear s  to  be  f a r - s igh ted  w hen  r ead  in  the  con tex t  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s  o f  

today .  The  ques t ions  o f  acc ep tanc e  and  r ecogn i t ion  p lay  an  i mpor tan t  r o l e  

in  the  con t empora ry  po l i t i c s ,  and  Rous s eau  t r aced  the  t r a j ec to ry  o f  the  

o r ig in  o f  s uch  p roces s  r igh t  to  h i s  hypo t he t i c a l  s i tu a t ion .  

 

Rous s eau  s ugges t s  tha t  the  on ly  r emed y  to  s uch  s i tua t ion  i s  th rough  th e  

s oc ia l  con t r ac t  w h i ch  appe ar s  to  be  inev i t ab le  in  the  evo lu t ion  o f  the  human  

s oc ie ty .  The  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  i s  s een  a s  the  on ly  hope  to  ma in ta in  the  

in teg r i ty  and  r es pec t  o f  the  ind iv idua l s .  Rous s eau  s ugges t s  to  handover  the  

ind iv idua l  w i l l  t o  the  Gener a l  W i l l  w h ic h  i s  benef i c i a l  to  a l l  and  ac t s  a s  a  

s overe ign  au tho r i ty  w h ich  i s  equ a l ly  d i s t r ibu ted  in  eve ry  m ember .  Th i s  

equa l  s t ake  and  invo lve men t  o f  ind iv idu a l s  mo t iva t e  them ma in ta in  peac e .  

Fo r  Rous s eau ,  th i s  k ind  o f  r e c ip roc i ty  t r ans la te s  in to  an  empow erm en t  to  

the  ind iv idua l s . 31 

 

Rous s eau  f as h ions  the  dev ice  o f  T he  G e ner a l  Wi l l  a s  the  cons c i ence  o f  th e  

s oc ie ty  w h ich  i s  s omehow  ava i l ab l e  to  the  ind iv idua l s .  H ow ever ,  a  more  

log ica l  under s t and ing  o f  the  ide a  o f  g en era l  w i l l  s ugges t  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  

f a l l ing  p r ey  to  ma jo r i t a r i an i s m.  Wh en  con t r as ted  w i th  the  idea  o f  coe rc ed  

inv i s ib i l i ty ,  i t  appe ar s  log i ca l ly  p rud en t  to  a s s ume  tha t  th e  gen era l  w i l l  

becomes  an  e mbod im en t  o f  the  ac cep t e d  no rms  o f  th e  m a jo r i ty .  A no the r  

pa r a l l e l  cou ld  b e  d r aw n  be tw een  th e  con cep t ion  o f  a  Genera l  Wi l l  and  tha t  

o f  an  ‘ imag in ed  commun i ty ’ 32 i n  the  s e ns e  tha t  bo th  u s es  the  popu la r  

imagery  a s  an  inv i s ib le  y e t  d ec i s iv e  in f luenc e  upon  the  mas s es .  Th i s  

Gener a l  W i l l  b ecomes  a  mora l  f o r ce  and  gu ides  the  ac t ions  o f  the  

ind iv idua l s  and  the  s t a t e  a l ike .  H ow eve r ,  s uch  idea  o f  a  gener a l  w i l l  i s  a  

s ens i t ive  on e  a s  i t  d ec id es  abou t  the  f ron t i e r s  o f  ju s t i c e .  S l igh tes t  o f  

omis s ion  o f  in te r es t  cou ld  pos s ib ly  l ead  to  an  ou tc as te  o f  a  g roup  f rom the  

po l i ty  i t s e l f  w h ich  ac tu a l ly  i s  the  cas e  w i th  the  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s .  
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A n  in te r es t ing  t ak e  f rom  the  r ead ing  o f  t he  c l a s s i ca l  con t r a c ta r i an  th inker s  

i s  tha t  i t  i s  pos s ib le  f o r  a  d emocr a t i c  p o l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  to  s l ip  tow ards  an  

au tho r i t a t iv e  o r  ma jo r i t a r i an  s oc ie ty .  Wi thou t  s ign i f i can t ly  chang ing  th e  

under ly ing  p r in c ip l es  and  id ea l s ,  a  demo cracy  cou ld  be  t r ans fo rmed  in to  an  

in s t rumen t  o f  domin a t ion .  H ow ever ,  the  con t r ibu t ion  o f  the  s oc ia l  con t r ac t  

t r ad i t ion ,  in  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  the  modern  under s t and ing  o f  demo cracy ,  l i e s  

in  l ay ing  the  s ign i f i canc e  o f  the  found ing  idea l s  o f  a  democra t i c  r eg im e .  

The  con t r a c ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  uphe ld  th e  fou nda t iona l  equa l i ty  o f  eve ry  

ind iv idua l  and  in  th i s  s ens e  acco rded  an  equa l  r igh t  to  exp res s  and  advoc a te  

f o r  ones e l f .  Every  n a r r a t ive  o f  th e  con t r a c ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  advoca tes  a  be l i e f  

tha t  r e fu s es  th e  t end ency  to  f ix a te  know ledge  and  p r ac t i ces . 33 

 

A n  a t t emp t  to  s umm ar iz e  the  ma jo r  c on t r ibu t ions  o f  the  con t r ac t a r i an  

t r ad i t ion  to  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  idea  o f  democracy  w ou ld  o f f e r  a  f ew  

po in t s .  The  f i r s t ,  and  p robab ly  the  mo s t  impor tan t ,  con t r ibu t ion  o f  the  

con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  r e l a t e s  to  the  id ea  tha t  th e  po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty  i s  an  

a r t i f i c i a l  a r t e f ac t ,  w h i ch  com es  in to  ex i s t enc e  fo r  the  s ake  o f  the  

i nd iv idua l s ’  i n t e r es t s .  Th i s  becomes  an  impor tan t  s t a r t ing  po in t  f o r  the  

d i s cou r s es  on  democracy  bec aus e  i t  l end s  an  an th ropogen ic  ch a rac t e r  to  the  

po l i t i ca l  s o c ie ty .  A no the r  imp l i ca t ion  o f  th i s  an th ropogen ic  cons t i tu t ion  o f  

the  po l i t i c a l  s oc i e ty  i s  tha t  i t  c an  be  r econs t i tu ted  and  r e im ag ined  w i th  

chang ing  t im es  and  n eeds .  Th e  con t r ac t a r i an  t r ad i t ion  s e t s  the  p r ec edence  

fo r  a  f u r the r  un fo ld ing  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  th rough  con temp la t ion  and  

de l ibe r a t ion .  

 

S econd ly ,  th e  s oc i a l  con t r ac t  t r ad i t io n  i s  p r em is ed  upon  the  id ea  o f  

f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  o f  a l l  i nd iv idua l s .  Th i s  w as  a  g r ea t  f ea t  f o r  any  

ph i lo s oph ica l  f r amew ork  be caus e  i t  b r oke  the  t r ad i t ion  o f  d iv in i ty  and  

de te rm in i s m.  Th i s  f ounda t ion a l  equa l i t y  o f  ind iv idua l s  a l s o  imp l ied  th a t  

the  ind iv idua l  w as  f r e e  and  cap ab le  to  change  on e’ s  f a t e .  Th i s  ca me  as  a  
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s ou rce  o f  empow ermen t  and  mo t iv a t ion  to  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  and  gav e  

w ay  to  the  r i s e  o f  n ew  s oc ia l  movemen ts .  

 

Th i rd ly ,  the  con t r ac ta r i an  t r ad i t ion  es t a b l i s hed  a  u t i l i t a r i an  pu rpos e  o f  th e  

s t a t e  ( s overe ign ) .  Thus ,  the  pu rpos e  o f  the  s t a t e  w as  on ly  to  w ork  fo r  the  

be t t e r men t  o f  the  peop l e .  Th i s  be t t e r m en t  w as ,  aga in ,  s ub je c t  to  change  

w i th  t i me  and  con tex t .  Th i s  a s pe c t  f u r th e r  empow er ed  the  demo cra t i c  r oo t s  

a s  i t  a l low ed  the  peop l e  to  de c ide  the  p u rpos e  o f  the  s t a t e .  Th e  cu l tu r e  o f  

de l ibe r a t iv e  de mocracy  e merges  f rom  t h i s  pa r t i c ipa to ry  id ea .  I t  i s  a l s o  

in te r es t ing  to  no te  tha t  th e  con t r a c ta r i a n  th inker s  a l s o  o f f e r  an  ac coun t  o f  

the  s cenar io s  w here  i t  i s  l eg i t im a te  f o r  the  ind iv idu a l s  to  o f f e r  r e s i s t ance  

to  the  s t a t e / s over e ign .  Th i s  has  f a r - r each ing  imp l ica t ions  bec aus e  i t  c r ea tes  

a  l eg i t i ma t e  g round  fo r  the  oppos i t ion  t o  the  s t a t e  i f  i t  f a i l s  to  s e rv e  th e  

in te r es t s  o f  the  mas s es .  I t  i s  th rough  th i s  l eg i t im a te  g round  o f  r e s i s t an ce  

tha t  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  a r e  ab le  to  p r o jec t  the i r  c l a i ms  ag a in s t  the  s t a t e  

w h i le  be ing  p ro tec ted  by  the  l ega l - po l i t i ca l  m eas u res  o f  the  s t a t e  i t s e l f .  

 

A  d i s cus s ion  on  democracy  app ear s  to  r ema in  incomp le t e  w i thou t  a  

r e f e r ence  to  th e  ideas  o f  A braham  Linco l n  and  h i s  con t r ibu t ion  tow ards  the  

end  o f  s l ave ry  in  U S A .  L inco ln  w as  no t  a  conven t iona l  po l i t i ca l  

ph i lo s opher ,  a s  he  r ema ined  d i r ec t ly  inv o lved  in  the  s t a t e  po l i t i c s ,  bu t  h i s  

ideas  s eem to  cap tu r e  the  e s s enc e  o f  dem ocracy  ap t ly .  N o t  on ly  w as  L inco ln  

p r imar i ly  r e s pons ib le  f o r  a  ma jo r  b r eak t h rough  in  the  h i s to ry  o f  democracy  

in  A mer ica ,  he  a l s o  d id  tha t  by  p rov ing  h i s  a l l eg i ance  to ,  w ha t  I  have  be en  

r e f e r r ing  to  a s ,  th e  founda t iona l  p r inc ip les  o f  de mocra cy .  H e  as tu te ly  

r e f e r r ed  to  thes e  founda t iona l  ide a l s  o f  democra cy  to  s uppo r t  h i s  

a rgumen ts .  

 

A no the r  r eas on  fo r  r e f e r r ing  L inco ln  in  my  e f fo r t  to  under s t and  the  

democra t i c  p roc es s es  i s  the  r a t iona l  a pp roach  w h ich  he  adop ted  in  th e  
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cou r s e  o f  h i s  po l i t i c a l  l i f e .  H av ing  the  f i r s thand  exper ienc e  o f  the  po l i t i c a l  

upheava l s  o f  h i s  t ime ,  L inco ln  r emain ed  cau t ious  and  as tu te  enough  to  

avo id  an  ou t r igh t  r e fu ta t ion  o f  the  s o c ia l  p r a c t i ces  o f  h i s  t ime .  Thus ,  

in s t ead  o f  b r ing ing  an  ab rup t  end  to  the  p r ac t i ce  o f  s l ave ry ,  he  choos es  to  

make  a  r e fo rm  th rough  d i f f e r en t  means .  What  a l s o  mak es  the  r e f e r en ce  to  

L inco ln  r e l ev an t  i s  the  con tex t  in  w h ich  L inco ln  found  h ims e l f .  H e  

ques t ioned  th e  p r eva len t  no r ms  o f  h i s  t i me  and  in t ro s pec t ed  the  no r mat ive  

f r amew ork .  H ow ever ,  in s t ead  o f  p ropos ing  an  ou t r igh t  d econs t ruc t ion  o f  

the  ex i s t ing  no rms ,  he  s ough t  to  ev o lve  i t  t h roug h  b roaden ing  and  

r e in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  under s t and ing .  

 

L inco ln  r ecogn i zed  th e  f ac t  tha t  chang e  i s  na tu r a l ,  and  d id  no t  p ropos e  a  

r ig id  adher ence  to  the  o ld  t r ad i t ions .  S evera l  o f  h i s  s peech es  a l s o  h in t  

tow ards  the  idea  o f  r e l a t iv i ty  o f  t r u t h  w h ich  w as  o f t en  advoca ted  by  

th inker s  l ike  G andh i . 34 H i s  add res s  a t  the  Cooper  In s t i tu te  on  Feb ru ary  27 ,  

1860  h igh l igh t s  th i s  pos i t ion :  

 

“ I f  ou r  p r inc ip le ,  pu t  in  p r ac t i ce ,  w ou l d  w rong  you r  s ec t ion  fo r  the  

benef i t  o f  ou r s ,  o r  f o r  any  o the r  ob j ec t ,  t hen  ou r  p r inc ip le ,  and  w e  w i th  

i t ,  a r e  s e c t ion a l ,  and  a r e  ju s t ly  oppos ed  and  denounced  as  s uch .  M ee t  

u s ,  then ,  on  the  ques t ion  o f  w he the r  ou r  p r inc ip le ,  pu t  in  p r a c t i ce ,  

w ou ld  w rong  you r  s ec t ion ;  and  s o  mee t  u s  a s  i f  i t  w ere  pos s ib le  tha t  

s ometh ing  may  be  s a id  on  ou r  s id e .  D o  you  accep t  th e  cha l l eng e?  N o!  

Then  you  r e a l ly  be l i eve  tha t  th e  p r inc ip le  w h i ch  “ou r  f a the r s  w ho  

f r amed  the  governm en t  under  w h ich  w e  l i ve”  t hough t  s o  c l ea r ly  r igh t  

a s  to  adop t  i t ,  and  indo r s e  i t  aga in  and  a ga in ,  upon  the i r  o f f i c i a l  oa th s ,  

i s  in  f ac t  s o  c l ea r ly  w rong  as  to  demand  you r  condemna t ion  w i thou t  a  

momen t ’ s  cons id e ra t ion . ” 35 

 



18 | P a g e  
 
 

U nl ike  s ome ,  L inco ln  does  no t  v iew  the  pub l i c  op in ion  as  a  s ing l e  o rgan ic  

r ep res en ta t ion  o f  a  s oc ie ty .  Ra th e r ,  he  a ccep t ed  the  pos s ib i l i ty  tha t  pub l i c  

op in ion  migh t  be  d i f f e r en t  f o r  d i f f e r en t  g roups .  Th i s  idea  ga ined  g r av i ty  in  

the  pos t - 20 t h  cen tu ry  w hen  s cho la r s  l i ke  Fras e r  advoca ted  th e  idea  o f  

p lu r a l i ty  o f  pub l i c  s pheres . 36 A no the r  in s tance  w here  L inco ln  c an  be  s een  

emphas iz ing  upon  the  r e l a t iv i ty  o f  t r u th  i s  du r ing  h i s  add res s  a t  S an i t a ry  

Fa i r  a t  Ba l t i more  on  A pr i l  18 ,  1864 ,  w here  he  w as  hea rd  u s ing  the  

me tapho r ica l  l anguag e  to  pas s  h i s  ide as  to  the  pub l i c :  

 

“The  s hepherd  d r ives  the  w o l f  f r o m the  sheep ’ s  t h roa t ,  f o r  w h ich  the  

s heep  thanks  the  s hepherd  a s  h i s  l ibe r a t o r ,  w h i l e  the  w o l f  denounces  

h im fo r  the  s a me  a c t ,  a s  th e  des t royer  o f  l ibe r ty ,  e s pe c ia l ly  a s  th e  s heep  

w as  a  b la ck  on e .  P la in ly ,  the  s heep  and  t he  w o l f  a r e  no t  ag r eed  upon  a  

de f in i t ion  o f  the  w ord  l ib e r ty ;  and  p r ec i s e ly  the  s ame  d i f f e r en ce  

p r eva i l s  today  among  u s  human  c r e a tu r es ,  even  in  the  N or th ,  and  a l l  

p ro f es s ing  to  love  l ib e r ty .  H enc e ,  w e  beho ld  the  p roces s  by  w h ich  

thous ands  a r e  da i ly  pas s ing  f rom und er  t he  yoke  o f  bondag e  ha i l ed  by  

s ome  as  the  advan ce  o f  l ibe r ty ,  and  bew ai led  by  o th e r s  a s  the  

des t ruc t ion  o f  a l l  l i be r ty . ” 37 

 

Thus ,  Linco ln ’ s  po s i t ion  w i th  r ega rd  to  the  p las t i c i ty  o f  the  s oc i a l  be l i e f s  

and  p r ac t i c es  r emained  c lea r .  H e  be l i eved  tha t  the  peop le  hav e  an  

ina l i enab l e  r igh t  to  r e s i s t  a  govern men t  tha t  does  no t  w ork  fo r  the  w e l f a r e  

o f  the  peop le . 38 The  p ic tu r e  o f  the  s oc ie ty ,  a cco rd ing  to  Lin co ln ’ s  

under s t and ing ,  i s  bas ed  upon  the  p r eva i l ing  pub l i c  op in ion .  H e  a l s o  

r ecogn iz ed  th e  f a c t  tha t  w hoever  a f f e c t s  the  pub l i c  op in ion  ho ld s  a  g r e a t  

in f luenc e  over  the  governm en t . 39 I n  th i s  s ens e ,  and  fo r  th i s  r eas on ,  L inco ln  

i s  s een  a s  an  in s p i r a t ion  fo r  th e  s uba l t e r n  g roups  and  mino r i t i e s .  
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S o ,  w ha t  s hou ld  be  th e  me an ing  o f  d emocra cy  ac co rd ing  to  Lin co ln ’ s  

under s t and ing?  Linco ln ’ s  under s t and ing  o f  democracy  i s  p r em is ed  upon  the  

cen t r a l i ty  o f  th e  f ounda t iona l  p r inc ip le s  o f -  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty .  L in co ln  

a f f i rmed  th i s  du r ing  s evera l  o f  h i s  s pee ches  and  w r i t ings ,  and  a l s o  w h i le  

ha i l ing  the  D ec la r a t ion  o f  I ndepend ence :   

 

“Dec la r a t ion  o f  I nd ependen ce  s ays :  W e  ho ld  thes e  t r u th s  to  be  s e l f -

ev iden t :  Tha t  a l l  m en  a r e  c r e a ted  equa l ;  tha t  they  a r e  endow ed  by  the i r  

C rea to r  w i th  ce r t a in  ina l i en ab le  r igh t s ;  tha t  a mong  thes e  a r e  l i f e ,  

l i be r ty  and  th e  pu r s u i t  o f  happ ines s .  Tha t  to  s ecu re  th es e  r igh t s ,  

governmen ts  a r e  in s t i tu ted  among  men ,  d e r iv ing  the i r  ju s t  pow er s  f r om 

the  cons en t  o f  the  governed . ” 40 

 

I t  i s  the  p r imacy  o f  thes e  founda t ion a l  p r inc ip l es  tha t  l ead  to  a  s oc ia l  and  

po l i t i ca l  l i f e .  Linco ln ’ s  f a i th  in  thes e  founda t iona l  p r in c ip l es  fu r the r  

he lped  h im g e t  c l a r i ty  o f  v i s ion  to  s e e  the  in ju s t i ce  in  the  p r ac t i ce  o f  

s l ave ry .  L in co ln  a l s o  r ecogn i zed  th e  t e ndency  w here in  a  f r ag i l e  m ino r i ty  

migh t  s uccumb  to  the  s oc ie ta l  p r es s u res  and  ag ree  to  g ive  aw ay  i t s  ow n  

r igh t s .  Th i s  ab i l i ty  to  r ecogn i ze  a  conc ea led  p r ac t i ce  o f  in ju s t i ce  enab l ed  

h im to  ven tu re  a  p roces s  o f  r e fo rm  fo r  the  emanc ip a t ion  o f  the  dow n t rodd en .  

D ur ing  h i s  s peech  a t  P e r i a ,  I l l ino i s  on  O c tober  16 ,  1854 ,  L in co ln  c l ea r ly  

s t a t ed  h i s  be l i e f  and  adheren ce  to  the  fo unda t iona l  va lu es  and  s a id :  

 

 “My  f a i th  in  the  p ropos i t ion  tha t  e ach  man  s hou ld  do  p r ec i s e ly  a s  he  

p leas es  w i th  a l l  w h i ch  i s  ex c lu s ive ly  h i s  ow n  l i e s  a t  the  found a t ion  o f  

the  s ens e  o f  ju s t i ce  the r e  i s  in  me .  I  ex t end  th e  p r in c ip l e  to  

commun i t i e s  o f  m en  as  w e l l  a s  to  i nd iv i dua l s . ” 41  

 

H av ing  es tab l i s hed  h i s  a l l eg iance  fo r  the  p r in c ip l e  o f  l ib e r ty ,  L inco ln  

a f f i rmed  h im  conv i c t ion  fo r  equ a l i ty  th r ough  a  s imp le ,  y e t  ind i s pens ab l e ,  
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t e s t .  Th i s  a rgum en t  pu t s  f o r th  th e  r e co gn i t ion  o f  a  f ound a t iona l  va lue  o f  

equa l i ty  in  L inco ln ’ s  b e l i e f :  

 

“…  w he the r  a  N eg ro  i s  no t  o r  i s  a  man .  I f  he  i s  no t  a  man ,  in  tha t  cas e  

he  w ho  i s  a  man  may  as  a  ma t t e r  o f  s e l f - governmen t  do  ju s t  w ha t  he  

p leas es  w i th  h im.  Bu t  i f  the  N eg ro  i s  a  man ,  i s  i t  no t  to  tha t  ex t en t  a  

to ta l  des t ru c t ion  o f  s e l f - gov ernmen t  to  s ay  tha t  h e  too  s ha l l  no t  govern  

h ims e l f ?  When  the  w h i te  man  governs  h ims e l f ,  t ha t  i s  s e l f - governmen t ;  

bu t  w hen  he  governs  h i ms e l f  and  a l s o  governs  ano the r  m an ,  tha t  i s  

more  th an  s e l f - gov ernmen t— t ha t  i s  des p o t i s m.  I f  the  N eg ro  i s  a  man ,  

w hy  then  my  anc ien t  f a i th  t each es  me  th a t  “a l l  men  a r e  c r ea ted  equa l , ”  

and  tha t  the r e  can  be  no  mora l  r igh t  i n  connec t ion  w i th  one  man’s  

mak ing  a  s l ave  o f  ano the r . ” 42  

 

Th i s ,  t o  my  b e l i e f ,  be comes  a  t e s t am e n t  to  Linco ln ’ s  under s t and ing  o f  

democra cy .  Whi le  d i f f e r en t  p e r s ons  migh t  hav e  d i f f e r en t  v iew s  and  

ag reem en t  on  a  pa r t i cu l a r  i s s ue ,  w hen  i t  comes  to  th e  eva lua t ion  o f  a  

democra t i c  o rde r ,  on e  i s  s imp ly  an  equa l  o r  no t .  There  s hou ld  no t ,  o r  r a the r  

canno t ,  be  qu a l i f i ca t ions  a t t ach ed  to  a  per son ’ s  ab i l i ty  to  govern  ones e l f .  

I f  an  in d iv idu a l  o r  a  pe r s on  i s  no t  ab le  to  ( o r  no t  a l low ed  to )  exp res s  ones e l f  

a s  an  equa l  memb er  o f  the  s oc ie ty ,  then  s uch  pe r s on  i s  no t  an  equa l  memb er  

o f  the  s oc ie ty  a t  a l l .  

 

The  penu l t ima te  goa l  o f  Linco ln ’ s  po l i t i c s  w as  p robab ly  des c r ibed  by  h im  

in  h i s  s peech  a t  Ch ic ago  on  J u ly  10 ,  185 8  w hen  he  s a id :   

 

“…  a l l  men  a r e  c r ea ted  equa l ,  l e t  i t  b e  a s  nea r ly  r e ached  as  w e  c an .  I f  

w e  canno t  g ive  f r eedom  to  ev e ry  c r ea tu r e ,  l e t  u s  do  no th ing  tha t  w i l l  

impos e  s l ave ry  upon  any  o the r  c rea tu r e…  l e t  u s  d i s c a rd  a l l  t h i s  

qu ib b l ing  abou t  th i s  man  and  the  o th e r  m an ,  th i s  r ace  and  tha t  r ace  and  



21 | P a g e  
 
 

t he  o the r  r a ce  be ing  in f e r io r ,  and  the r e f o re  they  mus t  be  p laced  in  an  

in f e r io r  pos i t ion .  L e t  u s  d i s c a rd  a l l  t h es e  th ings ,  and  un i t e  a s  one  

peop le  th roughou t  th i s  l and ,  un t i l  w e  s ha l l  onc e  more  s t and  up  

dec la r ing  tha t  a l l  men  a r e  c r e a ted  equa l . ” 43 

 

M y  under s tand ing  o f  a  f ounda t iona l  in ju s t i ce  goes  w e l l  w i th  L inco ln ’ s  

i d eas .  L in co ln  d id  no t  b l ame  a  pa r t i cu la r  pe r s on  o r  g roup  fo r  i mpos ing  

s l ave ry  in  A mer i ca .  I n s tead ,  he  r eas oned  tha t  i t  w as  an  ou tcom e  o f  an  un ju s t  

beg inn ing ,  w h i ch  es tab l i s hed  a  s oc ia l  b e l i e f  in  c e r t a in  r eg ions ,  pu t t ing  a  

ce r t a in  s ec t ion  und er  the  ca tego ry  o f  mis f i t  me mber s  o f  s oc ie ty .  Thus ,  

L inco ln  s aw  the  b eg inn ing  o f  s uch  r e la t ions  a s  bas ed  in  v io l ence  and  

s ubo rd ina t ion .  O nce  th e  found ing  log i c  o f  the  s oc ie ty  i s  e s t ab l i s hed ,  the  

s ubs equen t  s t r uc tu r es  s t a r t  t o  adap t  to  th i s  f ound ing  log ic .  I n  th i s  w ay ,  

in ju s t i c e  and  s ubo rd ina t ion  be come  a  pa r t  o f  the  ‘no rmal ’  and  s e t s  a  

p r eceden ce  w h ich  i s  f o l low ed  in  an  und i s pu ted  manner . 44  

 

L inco ln  a l s o  r ecogn ized  th e  f ac t  th a t  on ce  s uch  p r ecedenc e  i s  e s t ab l i s hed ,  

i t  beco mes  d i f f i cu l t  t o  chang e  the  no r mat iv e  o rde r  o f  th e  s oc ie ty .  The  

ind iv idua l s  beg in  to  fo l low  the  es t ab l i s hed  t r ad i t ions  r e l ig ious ly ,  and  

a t t e mp ts  to  chang e  o r  qu es t ion  the  va l id i ty  o f  s uch  t r ad i t ions  a r e  t aken  

s e r ious ly . 45 Gradua l ly ,  the  s oc ia l  p r a c t i ce s  ge t  c ry s ta l l i z ed  and  merge  in to  

the  fo rm al  s t r u c tu r es  o f  the  po l i ty .  O nce  th i s  t ak es  p la ce ,  i t  b ecom es  

exponen t i a l ly  d i f f i cu l t  t o  change  the  n o rmat iv e  o rde r .  I n te r es t ing ly ,  the  

s ame  p roces s  appear s  to  have  t aken  p lac e  in  cas e  o f  bo th -  the  s l aves  a s  w e l l  

a s  the  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s .   

 

A n  in te r es t ing  po in t  mad e  by  L inco ln  in  s evera l  o f  h i s  s peeches  and  

w r i t ings  i s  the  a t t ack  on  th e  b ipo la r i ty  w h ich  s hapes  ou r  pe r s pec t iv e .  I n  h i s  

c ru s ade  aga in s t  s l ave ry ,  L in co ln  m ade  i t  c l ea r  th a t  hav ing  to  d i s ca rd  s l av e ry  

does  no t  imp ly  a  fo r c ed  in te r min g l ing  o f  the  d i f f e r en t  r aces .  I n  Lin co ln ’ s  
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w ords :  “Now  I  p ro tes t  aga in s t  th e  coun t e r f e i t  l og ic  w h i ch  conc ludes  tha t ,  

becaus e  I  do  no t  w an t  a  b lack  w om an  fo r  a  s l ave ,  I  mus t  n eces s a r i ly  w an t  

he r  f o r  a  w i f e .  I  need  no t  have  he r  f o r  e i the r .  I  can  ju s t  l e ave  he r  a lone .  I n  

s ome  r es pec t s ,  s he  ce r t a in ly  i s  no t  my  equa l ;  bu t  in  he r  na tu r a l  r igh t  to  ea t  

the  b r ead  s he  ea rns  w i th  he r  ow n  hands  wi thou t  a s k ing  l eav e  o f  anyone  e l s e ,  

s he  i s  my  equa l ,  and  the  equa l  o f  a l l  o th e r s . ” 46 

  

H ere ,  i t  i s  w or th  no t ing  tha t  L inco ln  do es  no t  advoca te  f o r  the  manda to ry  

in te rm ing l ing  o f  the  d i f f e r en t  g roups ,  b u t  he  does  h igh l igh t  h i s  adher ence  

to  the  founda t iona l  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty  o f  each  be ing ,  on  th e  bas i s  o f  w h ich  

he  p ropos ed  to  abo l i s h  s l av e ry  fo r  good .  S uch  r ead ing  o f  L in co ln  g ives  an  

impres s ion  tha t  th e  bes t  r ou te  to  e f f ec t  a  change  in  the  p r eva i l ing  no rm at iv e  

f r amew ork  o f  the  s oc ie ty  i s  th rough  a  r e v i s i t  and ,  i f  n eces s a ry ,  r ev i s ion  o f  

the  co r e  va lu es  and  mean ings  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  L inco ln  p roves  to  b e  an  

exce l l en t  cas e  in  th i s  r e s pec t .  H i s  s t r a t egy  to  r emov e  s l av e ry  w as  no t  

des po t i c  and  r emain ed ,  more  o r  l e s s ,  a ccommod a t iv e . 47 I n s t ead  o f  d i r ec t  

con f ron ta t ions  and  des t ru c t ion  o f  the  e x i s t ing  no rm at ive  o rde r s ,  L inco ln  

e f f ec t ed  a  chang e  in  th e  mann er  o f  a  con t inuum.  

 

A mong  the  mos t  r eve red  w orks  on  de mocracy ,  in  the  modern  t i mes ,  i s  

Tocquev i l l e ’ s .  To cquev i l l e  des c r ibes  d emocra cy ,  no t  a s  a  s t ag e  hav ing  

de f in i t e  cha r ac t e r i s t i c s ,  bu t  a s  a  mu tab le  no t ion ,  w h ich  r es ponds  to  th e  

eve r - chang ing  needs  o f  the  s oc ie ty  and  adap t s  i t s e l f  a cco rd ing ly .  S uch  an  

under s t and ing  o f  the  concep t  i s  incong r uen t  w i th  any  dogm at i c  be l i e f ,  and  

na tu r a l ly  becom es  conduc ive  to  chang i ng  t imes .  Th i s  a l s o  exp la in s  w hy  

mos t  o f  the  s oc ia l  movem en ts  f ind  b i r t h  in  democra t i c  s oc ie t i e s .  I n  the  

l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  above ,  I  hav e  s umm ar ized  the  v iew s ,  a rgu men ts  and  

con t r ibu t ions  o f  Tocquev i l l e .   
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A n  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n k e r  w h o s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  d e m o c r a c y  o u g h t  

t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  i s  J o h n  S t u a r t  M i l l .  I n  Mi l l ’ s  w o r d s :   

 

“ I f  a l l  m ank ind  m inus  one ,  wer e o f  one  op in ion ,  and  on ly  one  

per s on  wer e  o f  the  con t r ar y  op in ion ,  m ank ind  wou ld  be  no  

m or e  ju s t i f i e d  in  s i l enc ing  tha t  one  per s on ,  than  he ,  i f  he  had  

t he  power ,  wou ld  be  ju s t i f i ed  in  s i l enc in g  m ank ind .” 48 

 

M i l l  i s  ce l eb ra ted  a s  one  o f  the  champ io ns  o f  l ibe r ty  and  ind iv idu a l i ty .  H is  

con t r ibu t ion  in  de f in ing ,  w ha t  i s  o f t en  r e f e r r ed  to  a s ,  the  ‘ s e l f - r eg a rd i ng ’  

and  ‘o the r s - r eg a rd ing ’  ac t ions  app ear s  t o  have  g iven  a  pus h  to  the  pub l i c -

p r iva te  d eba t e  in  the  modern  t im es .  I t  i s  in  M i l l  tha t  w e  f ind  a  cohes iv e  

de fens e  o f  ind iv idu a l i ty .  M i l l  r ecogn i zes  the  f ac t  tha t  ou r  no rm at iv e  

f r amew ork  as  w e l l  a s  the  d i s cou r s es  migh t  be  do ing  w rong  by  fo r c ing  an  

ind iv idua l  to  ab ide  by  va lues  tha t  a r e  unaccep tab l e  to  one’ s  i nd iv idua l i ty .  

Mil l ’ s  under s t and ing  o f  the  hu man  s oc i e ty  i s  bas ed  upon  h i s  be l i e f  in  th e  

va lues  o f  ind iv idua l i s m.  S oc i e ty ,  a s  an  a gg rega t ion  o f  ind iv idu a l s ,  does  no t  

have  the  r igh t  to  s i l en ce  s uch  ind iv idua l s  in to  abs o lu te  s ubmis s ion .  K a t eb  

has  des c r ibed  Mil l ’ s  d e f ens e  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  a s  a  t r ibu t e  to  human  d ign i ty . 49 

Th i s  a s pec t  o f  ind iv idua l i ty  and  d ign i t y  makes  M i l l  a  key  f igu r e  fo r  the  

s uba l t e rn  g roups .   

 

A  r ead ing  o f  M i l l  en ab les  u s  to  s ee  t he  g r av i ty  o f  the  in ju s t i ce  to  the  

ind iv idua l i ty  o f  g roups  tha t  a r e  o f t en  s ubo rd ina ted  and  neg lec ted  by  the  

ma ins t r e am.  Th e  mer e  r e fu s a l  to  con s ide r  the  s e l f - r ega rd ing  in t e r es t s  

t r ans la t e s  in to  a  g r ave  ac t  o f  den i a l  o f  i nd iv idua l i ty .  Th i s  i l l - t r e a tm en t  i s  

more  s evere  and  dehu man i z ing  a t  the  s oc ia l  l ev e l  and  t r ans cends  the  fo rm al  

po l i t i ca l  s t r uc tu r es .  M i l l  c ap tu red  th i s  t y r ann ica l  po t en t i a l  o f  th e  s oc i e ty  

w e l l  and  a rgu ed  tha t  the  manner  in  w h ic h  s oc ie ty  en fo r ces  s ubo rd ina t ion  i s  

ines capab le  and  ens l av ing .  M ore  th an  the  p ro te c t ion  aga in s t  po l i t i ca l  
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i ncu r s ions ,  the r e  i s  a  ne ed  to  ch eck  th e  domina t ion  o f  s oc ia l  no rms  w h ich  

s i l ence  each  ind iv idua l  in to  s ubo rd ina t i on  and  s l ave ry . 50 

 

M i l l  v i ew ed  th e  hu man  n a tu r e  a s  dyna mi c  and  o rg an ic ,  in  the  s ens e  th a t  i t  

i s  capab le  to  g row  and  evo lve  in  r e s pon s e  to  i t s  s u r round ings . 51 I t  i s  on ly  

w hen  an  ind iv idua l  i s  s e t  f r ee  to  de f in e  one’ s  ow n  des t iny  tha t  a  s oc ie ty  

cou ld  t r u ly  be  democr a t i c .  H ow ever ,  M i l l  r em ained  cau t ious  enough  to  s ee  

the  ne ed  fo r  r e s t r a in s  upon  ind iv idua l s  f rom medd l ing  in  the  w ay  o f  o th e r s .  

A  majo r  concern  o f  M i l l  i s  to  b r ing  to  ba lanc e  th e  in f luenc e  th a t  s oc ie ty  

exe rc i s es  upon  the  f r ee  w i l l  o f  th e  ind i v idua l .  Fo r  th i s  r e as on ,  M i l l  even  

p ropos ed  “an  i n t e l l ig en t  dev i a t ion  f rom cus tom…  [ th an ]  a  s imp ly  

mechan ica l  adhes ion  to  i t . ” 52 Thus ,  the  democr a t i c  pa r ad igm  o f  M i l l  

becomes  ak in  to  an  emp ty  p lac e  w h ich  i s  to  be  de f in ed  and  r ed e f ined  by  the  

peop le .  M i l l  s how ed  an  uncond i t ion a l  be l i e f  in  the  r igh t  to  exp res s  and  

be l i ev e  and  comp ared  the  ac t  o f  s i l enc in g  an  op in ion  to  tha t  o f  r obb ing  the  

human  r ac e .  Mil l ’ s  w o rds  in  th i s  r eg a rd  a r e  w or th  r eca l l ing :   

 

“…  t h e  p e c u l i a r  e v i l  o f  s i l e n c i n g  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a n  o p i n i o n  i s ,  

t h a t  i t  i s  r o b b i n g  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e…  I f  t h e  o p i n i o n  i s  r i g h t ,  t h e y  

a r e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  e x c h a n g i n g  e r r o r  f o r  t r u t h :  i f  

w r o n g ,  t h e y  l o s e ,  w h a t  i s  a l m o s t  a s  g r e a t  a  b e n e f i t ,  t h e  c l e a r e r  

p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  l i v e l i e r  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t r u t h ,  p r o d u c e d  b y  i t s  

c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  e r r o r…  W e  c a n  n e v e r  b e  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  o p i n i o n  w e  

a r e  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  s t i f l e  i s  a  f a l s e  o p i n i o n ;  a n d  i f  w e  w e r e  s u r e ,  

s t i f l i n g  i t  w o u l d  b e  a n  e v i l  s t i l l…  T o  r e f u s e  a  h e a r i n g  t o  a n  

o p i n i o n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  f a l s e ,  i s  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  

t h e i r  c e r t a i n t y  i s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a s  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y .  A l l  

s i l e n c i n g  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  a n  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  i n f a l l i b i l i t y . ” 53  
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This  be l i e f  in  the  f a l l ib i l i ty  o f  the  ex i s t ing  know ledge  and  be l i e f s  i s  w ha t  

ma in t a in s  democr acy  as  l ive ly  and  dyna mic .  I t  i s  th i s  evo lu t ionary  v iew  o f  

s oc ie ty  th a t  k eeps  the  hop es  fo r  adap ta t ion  and  ch ange  a l ive .  A nd  s uch  a  

v iew  o f  the  human  s oc ie ty  pav es  the  w ay  fo r  an  adap tab le  s oc i a l  d i s cou r s e .   

 

A  majo r  con t r ibu t ion  o f  M i l l  t o  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es  have  be en  s een  in  

the  fo rm o f  the  har m  pr inc ip l e ,  w h ich  s eg rega tes  the  do main  o f  a c t ions  

w h ich  a r e  un res t r a in ed  by  the  s oc i e ty  f ro m thos e  w h ich  can  l eg i t ima te ly  be  

r e s t r a in ed  fo r  the  s ake  o f  common  g ood .  The  w ho le  log ic  o f  s e t t ing  

r es t r a in t s  upon  the  a c t s  o f  an  ind iv idu a l  i s  bas ed  upon  a  s i mp le  r eas on ing  

tha t  none  s hou ld  be  a l low ed  to  h inder  the  f r eedom  o f  o the r s .  The  pos s ib i l i ty  

o f  a  s oc i a l  coe rc ion  s hou ld  b e  ju s t i f i e d  th ro ugh  a  l a rg e r  co mmon  good .  

Whi le  the  con cep tu a l i za t ion  o f  the  h a rm p r inc ip l e  appe ar s  to  be  mor e  a s  an  

excep t ion ,  i t  t ak es  a  s ign i f i can t  s pace  w i th in  th e  s oc ia l  s pac e  o f  Mil l ’ s  

t h eo r iz ing .  Giv en  the  in t r i ca te  s oc io - p o l i t i ca l  r e l a t ions  p r es en t  in  any  

s oc ie ty ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  f ind  in s tan ces  w here  the  ac t  o f  an  ind iv idua l  i s  

pu re ly  s e l f - concern ing .  H ow ever ,  my  d i s cus s ion  on  t r i cho tom iza t ion  o f  

pub l i c  p r iv a te  d iv ide  w ou ld  a t t emp t  to  f i nd  s uch  a r eas  o f  s e l f - conc ern .  

 

The  men t ion  o f  the  ha rm p r inc ip l e  ho ld s  s ign i f i cance  fo r  d r aw ing  a  

f r amew ork  o f  a  to le r an t  and  ac comm oda t ive  de mocra t i c  s oc i e ty .  Th e  

concep t ion  o f  a  demo cracy  w i thou t  i mag ing  the  ha r m p r in c ip l e  i s  no t  

pos s ib le .  I t  i s  an  e l emen t  w h ich  a l s o  g ives  s uppo r t  to  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  

w h ich  s t rugg le  to  f ind  a  fu l c rum  to  ju s t i f y  the i r  c l a i ms .  

 

H ow ever ,  the r e  a l s o  ex i s t  an  as pe c t  o f  Mil l ’ s  i d e as  w h ich  r a i s es  ques t ions  

over  Mil l ’ s  i n t en t ions  and  pu t s  in  p lace  a  ju s t i f i c a t ion  fo r  des po t i s m.  M i l l  

c l a i med  tha t  des po t i s m  i s  a  l eg i t ima te  m ode  o f  governmen t  in  d ea l ing  w i th  

ba rba r i ans ,  p rov ided  th e  end  to  the i r  i mpover i s hmen t ,  and  the  me ans  a r e  

ju s t i f i ed  by  ac tua l ly  e f f ec t ing  tha t  e nd . 54 Though  he  advoca ted  s uch  
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des po t i c  r u l e  on  the  p r e tex t  o f  a  b ene vo len t  a im o f  improv emen t  o f  the  

backw ard ,  ques t ions  a r e  r a i s ed  upon  th e  ve ry  under s t and ing  o f  the  t e rm  

backw ard  in  th i s  con t ex t .  Wh en  th e  conc erns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  a r e  

v iew ed  th rough  s uch  a rgu men t ,  i t  appe ar s  to  be  a  s e l f - de f ea t ing  exe rc i s e .  

 

The  p ro j ec t  o f  t r ac ing  th e  gen es i s  o f  a  de mocra t i c  o rde r  ou t  o f  the  

co l l e c t iv i ty  o f  a tom ized  ind iv idua l s  i s  w e l l  a r t i cu la t ed  th rough  the  

t r a j e c to ry  pu r s ued  by  M i l l .  I t  i s  the  con s i s t en t  adh erence  to  the  p r in c ip l es  

o f  l ibe r ty  and  au tonomy  tha t  upho lds  the  s anc t i ty  o f  the  d emocr a t i c  

p roces s es .  A brams on  ap t ly  exp la in s  th i s  a s :  ‘ the  end  o f  a  f r ee  s oc ie ty  i s  

p r ec i s e ly  to  s uppo r t  the  h ab i t s  th a t  make  i t  pos s ib le  f o r  d iv e r s i ty ,  

d i f f e r enc e ,  and  p lu r a l i s m  to  f lou r i s h  in  p la ce  o f  ho mogen i za t ion  and  

con fo rmi ty . ’ 55  

 

A n  under s t and ing  o f  th e  de mocra t i c  t r a d i t ion  th rough  Mi l l ’ s  p e r s p e c t iv e  

no t  on ly  l eg i t imi zes  the  con t end ing  c la i ms  o f  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  w i th in  

the  s oc i e ty  bu t  a l s o  a l low s  the m to  con tes t  w i th  equa l  d ign i ty  and  r igh t .  

Mil l ’ s  w r i t ings  r ecogn i ze  th e  overa r ch i ng  in f luenc e  the  m a jo r i ty  have  on  

the  mino r i ty  g roups  and  the  devas ta t ing  i mpac t  i t  migh t  have  on  th e  s oc ie ty  

in  genera l .  H e  h igh l igh ted  the  t end enc y  tow ards  ma jo r i t a r i an i s m  in  the  

s oc ie ty  w here in  th e  no rms  o f  the  ma jo r i ty  a r e  t ak en  as  the  t r u th  and  the  

mino r i t i e s  a r e  fo r c ib ly  s ubo rd ina ted . 56 I n  th i s  w ay ,  des po t i c  r u les  a r e  o f t en  

d i s gu i s ed  a s  democr ac i es .  

 

M odern  under s t and ing  o f  the  conc ep t  o f  democracy  i s  mu l t i - f ace ted  and  

r ecogn iz es  the  p lu r a l i ty  o f  g roups  and  i nd iv idua l s .  Wh i le  the  p r ima  f ac i e  

be l i e f  in  the  p r inc ip les  o f  l ib e r ty  and  eq ua l i ty  has  r e mained  und e te r r e d ,  the  

modern  under s t and ing  h as  fu r the r  r e in fo rced  th e  f a i th  in  th e  founda t iona l  

p r inc ip l es  o f  democracy  by  ques t ion ing  the  va l id i ty  o f  un ive r s a l  t r u th s .  

Thus ,  democr acy ,  in  i t s  modern  ava ta r  becomes  a  p l as t i c  r ea l m  w h ich  i s  
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def ined  w i th in  the  con tex t  o f  t im e  and  s pace .  Th i s  v iew ,  w hen  imag ined  in  

t e rms  o f  chang ing  p la ces ,  be comes ,  w h a t  L efo r t  r e f e r s  to  a s ,  an  ‘ emp ty  

p lace , ’ 57 w h ich  i s  to  be  de f ined  by  i t s  cons t i tuen t s  and  o the r  s t akeho lde r s . 58 

S uch  a  v iew  o f  demo cracy  m akes  i t  adap tab le  and  inc lu s ive .  

 

M y  d i s cus s ion  on the  under s t and ing  o f  democracy  in  the  con t empora ry  

t imes  i s  p r i mar i ly  b as ed  upon  the  id e as  o f  Lefo r t  and  Fras e r  f o r  the  

ingenu i ty  o f  th e i r  id eas  and  the  avenue s  they  open  fo r  f u r the r ing  o f  th e  

p ro jec t  o f  democr a t i za t ion .  H ow ever ,  the  r e f e r enc e  to  thes e  tw o  th inker s  

a lone  s ha l l  be ,  in  no  s ens e ,  cons t rued  as  a  l imi ta t ion  o f  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  

under s t and ing  o f  de mocra cy .  G iven  th e  adap t iv e  na tu r e  o f  ou r  s oc ie ty ,  the  

t a s k  o f  in te rp r e t a t ion  o f  s uch  concep t s  i s  a  never - end ing  p roces s .  M y 

pu rpos e  w i th  th i s  d i s cus s ion  i s  no t  to  s e t  l im i t s  to  the  under s t and ing  o f  

democra cy  bu t  to  g r as p  i t s  na tu r e  and  co ncep tua l  p r em is e .   

 

Le fo r t  g ives  an  in te r es t ing ,  and  pe rhaps  ap t ,  exp lana t ion  o f  a  democra t i c  

s oc ie ty .  H e  v iew s  democra cy  as  bas ed  on  uncer t a in ty  and  cha ra c te r i zed  by  

‘ an  emp ty  p l ace . ’  D emo crac i es  a r e  uncer t a in  bec aus e  no  s pec i f i c  g roup  can  

l ay  pe rpe tua l  c l a ims  o f  au tho r i ty  ov er  i t .  I t  i s  a l s o  unc er t a in  bec aus e  the r e  

a r e  no  l a s t  c l a ims  to  pow er  and  know ledge .  Thes e  f ac to r s  l ead  to ,  w ha t  

Lefo r t  c l a ims  as ,  ‘d i s s o lu t ion  o f  th e  mar ker s  o f  ce r t a in ty . ’  Le fo r t  des c r ibes  

a  democr a t i c  f r amew ork  as :  

 

“…th i s  app ara tu s  p r even t s  governm en ts  f r om app rop r i a t ing  pow er  fo r  

the i r  ow n  ends ,  f r om inco rpo ra t ing  i t  i n t o  thems e lves .  The  ex e rc i s e  o f  

pow er  i s  s ub jec t  to  the  p roc edu res  o f  pe r iod ic a l  r ed i s t r ibu t ions .  I t  

r ep res en t s  th e  ou tco me  o f  a  con t ro l l ed  con tes t  w i th  pe r manen t  r u les .  

Th i s  phenomenon  imp l ies  an  in s t i tu t iona l i za t ion  o f  con f l i c t .  The  locus  

o f  pow er  i s  an  emp ty  p l ace ,  i t  c anno t  b e  occup i ed  -  i t  i s  s uch  th a t  no  

ind iv idua l  and  no  g roup  can  b e  cons ubs tan t i a l  w i th  i t  -  and  i t  c anno t  
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be  r ep res en ted .  O n ly  the  m echan i s ms  o f  the  exe rc i s e  o f  pow er  a r e  

v i s ib le ,  o r  on ly  th e  men ,  the  mere  mor ta l s ,  w ho  ho ld  po l i t i c a l  

au tho r i ty . ” 59 

 

H ere ,  a  con t r as t  cou ld  be  es t ab l i s hed  b e tw een  th e  id ea  o f  e mp ty  p lac e  and  

tha t  o f  ‘ imag in ed  communi t i e s . ’ 60 Wh i le  A nder s on  s ugges t s  tha t  a  po l i t i c a l  

commun i ty  a ch iev es  i t s  un ique  na tu r e  due  to  i t s  s pec i f i c i t i e s ,  Le fo r t  

appear s  to  a rgue  tha t  democr acy  t ends  to  make  the  s pec i f i c  me mor ies  o f  the  

s oc ie ty  b lu r r ed .  I  be l i eve  th a t  the  fo r m t ha t  de mocra cy  has  acqu i r ed  in  th e  

21 s t  cen tu ry  i s  bas ed  o n  the  combin a t ion  o f  bo th -  an  un cer t a in ty  a t  the  l eve l  

o f  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  pow er  and  an  ac t ive  po l i t i ca l  i magery  o f  the  w ays  o f  

nego t i a t ion  among  the  d i f f e r en t  g roups .  I n  do ing  s o ,  the  pub l i c  s phere  i t s e l f  

i s  s haped  in  a  dyna mic  mann er .  L e fo r t  r ecogn iz es  th i s  f ac t  and  a rgues  tha t  

the  l ibe r a l  s t a t e  i s  in  a  s imu l tan eous  p r oces s  o f  s hap ing  and  be ing  s haped  

by  the  c iv i l  s oc i e ty . 61 Le fo r t  f u r the r  exp la i ned  th i s  mod i f i ed  na tu r e  o f  pow er  

in  a  demo cra t i c  s e tup  as :  

 

“The  po l i t i c a l  o r ig ina l i ty  o f  democracy…  i s  s igna le d  by  a  doub le  

phenomenon :  a  pow er  w h ich  i s  hen cefo r t h  invo lved  in  a  cons t an t  s ea r ch  

fo r  a  bas i s  becaus e  l aw  and  know ledge  a r e  no  longer  e mbod ied  in  the  

pe r s on  o r  pe r s ons  w ho  exerc i s e  i t ,  and  a  s oc ie ty  w h ich  ac cep t s  

con f l i c t ing  op in ions  and  deba t es  over  r ig h t s  becaus e  the  marker s  w h i ch  

once  a l low ed  p eop le  to  s i tua t e  th ems e lv e s  in  r e l a t ion  to  on e  ano the r  in  

a  de t e rmin a te  mann er  have  d i s appe ared .  Th i s  doub l e  pheno menon  i s  

i t s e l f  a  s ign  o f  a  s i mp le  mu t a t ion :  pow e r  mus t  now  w in  i t s  l eg i t ima cy  

w i thou t  beco ming  d ivo rced  f ro m co mpe t i t ion  be tw een  pa r t i e s ,  i f  no t  

by  f ind ing  a  bas i s  in  op in ion .  N ow  compet i t ion  s t ems  f rom,  s u s ta in s  o r  

even  s t imu la t es  the  ex e rc i s e  o f  c iv i l  l i be r t i e s . ” 62 

 



29 | P a g e  
 
 

Lefo r t  t r i e s  to  a rgues  th a t  th e  concep t io n  o f  ‘ t r u th ’  h as  becom e  con t es ted  

in  the  co n tempor a ry  age  due  to  the  l ibe r a t ion  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  s t r uc tu r es  and  

ep i s t em ic  cad res  f r om ves ted  cen t e r s .  Th i s  has  g iven  the  oppo r tun i ty  f o r  

any  con tend ing  s ec t ion  f ro m the  s oc i e ty  to  r e in te rp r e t  th e  va l id i ty  o f  ou r  

l aw s ,  cu s toms ,  co mmon  pe rcep t ions  and  ep i s t em ic  he r i t age .  The  

con tempor a ry  p roces s es  o f  democracy  s eem to  be  mov ing  tow ards  a  s t age  

w here in  any  ep i s t e mic  c l a i m  and  as s e r t ion  needs  to  con tes t  i t s  va l id i ty  

be fo re  be ing  a ccep ted  a s  va l id .  Th i s  l eg a cy ,  I  be l i ev e ,  i s  a  con t inu ing  t r end  

f rom Lin co ln ,  M i l l  and  Gandh i ,  and  r i gh t ly  upho lds  the  s anc t i ty  o f  th e  

democra t i c  p r inc ip les  w e l l  a s  th e  ep i s t e mic  d i s cou r s es .   

 

A no the r  a t t r ibu te  tha t  the  con t empora ry  democra t i c  pa r ad igm  has  acqu i r ed  

i s  the  c r ea t ion  o f  a  vacuu m  o f  pow er ,  to  w h ich  no  g roup  o r  ind iv idu a l  can  

make  an  e t e rna l  c l a im.  Th i s  vacuu m  i s  e s t ab l i s hed  in s t i tu t ion a l ly  th rough  

pe r iod ic  e l ec t ions ,  and  in  the  c iv i l  s oc ie ty  th rough  a  f r ee  and  inc lu s iv e  

env i ronmen t  f o r  a l l  i n t e r es t  g roups .  Th e  s ame  s e t  o f  r igh t s  a s c r ibed  to  eve ry  

be ing  ens u res  tha t  a  s y s tem  o f  ch ecks  and  ba lan ces  i s  pu t  in  e f f ec t ,  en s u r ing  

a  de l ib e r a t ive  and  r e c ip roc a l  s y s tem  o f  s oc ia l  o rd e r . 63 

 

S uch  a  s i tua t ion  p r es en t s  a  pa r adox i ca l  f r on t  w here in  the  pub l i c  s pher e  i s  

s e t  open  and  a cces s ib l e  to  eve ry  memb er  o f  the  s oc i e ty  ye t  no  g roup  o r  

ind iv idua l  i s  a l low ed  to  l ay  c l a i ms  upon  t he  pos i t ion  o f  ep i s t em ic  au tho r i ty .  

Le fo r t  exp la in ed  s uch  con cep t ion  o f  pub l i c  s phere  a s -  ‘ a  s pac e  w h ich  i s  s o  

cons t i tu t ed  tha t  eve ryon e  i s  encou raged  t o  s peak  and  to  l i s t en  w i thou t  be ing  

s ub jec t  to  the  au tho r i ty  o f  ano the r .  Th i s  s pace ,  w h ich  i s  a lw ays  

inde te r mina te ,  has  the  v i r tu e  o f  be long in g  to  no  one ,  o f  be ing  l a rge  enough  

to  accom moda t e  on ly  thos e  w ho  r ecogn i ze  one  ano the r  w i th in  i t  and  w ho  

g ive  i t  a  me an ing ,  and  o f  a l low ing  the  q ues t ion ing  o f  r igh t  to  sp read . ’ 64 
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The  mor e  r e cen t  deve lopmen ts  in  the  ev o lu t ion  o f  the  po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s es  

po in t  tow ards  a  th ru s t  aw ay  f rom the  g r and  theo r ies  and  mor e  tow ards  the  

pa r t i cu la r i s t i c  a r e as  o r  mic ro  s y s tems . 65 There  s eems  to  be  an  unden iab l e  

accep tance  o f  the  d emocra t i c  o rde r  a t  th e  na t iona l  a s  w e l l  a s  the  

in te rna t iona l  l eve l .  Fukuyama  has  o bs e rved  th i s  acc ep tan ce  o f  th e  

democra t i c  f r amew ork  and  c la i med  tha t  t he  a s cend ence  o f  demo cracy  marks  

the  cu l mina t ion  w h i ch ,  he  r eads  a s ,  ‘ t he  end  o f  h i s to ry ’  o f  mank ind ’ s  

i d eo log i ca l  evo lu t ion . 66 

 

O n  s imi la r  l ines ,  Fr as e r  has  des c r ibed  t he  con tempor a ry  po l i t i ca l  s cenar io  

a s  a  ‘pos t - s oc ia l i s t  e ra ’  w h ich  i s  cha rac te r i zed  by  an  abs ence  o f  any  

c r ed ib l e  p rog res s ive  a l t e rna t e  v i s ion  o f  the  p r es en t  and  a  r i s e  o f  iden t i ty  

po l i t i c s . 67 S he  v i ew s  the  r i s e  o f  th e  id en t i t y  po l i t i c s  a s  on e  o f  th e  p rom inen t  

f ea tu r es  o f  th e  con t empora ry  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e  and  obs e rves  the  p r es en ce  

o f  a  s uba l t e r n  coun ter pub l i c s  a s  an  a l t e rna te  a r en a  fo r  the  s ubo rd ina ted  

g roups .  Thes e  s uba l t e rn  coun te rpub l i c s  a r e  a r enas  w here  me mber s  inven t  

and  c i r cu la t e  th e i r  coun te r - d i s cou r s es  w h ich ,  in  tu rn ,  pe rm i t s  th em to  

fo rmu la t e  oppos i t iona l  in t e rp r e ta t ions  o f  the i r  iden t i t i e s ,  i n t e r es t s  and  

needs . 68 S uch  s che me  t r ans fo rms  the  d em ocra t i c  f r a mew ork  in to  a  s i t e  o f  

con tes ta t ion  be tw e en  d i f f e r en t  g roups ,  each  be ing  equ a l ly  c apab l e  and  

compe t en t  to  a f f e c t  the  d ec i s ions .  I  ha ve  in  the  l i t e r a tu r e  r ev i ew  above  

d i s cus s ed  the  a rgum en ts  o f  Fr as e r  in  de t a i l .   

 

The  und i s pu ted  accep tanc e  o f  the  d emocr a t i c  p a r ad ig m  a l s o  i mp l ies  th a t  th e  

a t t en t ion  o f  the  ac adem ic i ans  i s  now  sh i f t ing  tow ards  mic ro  s i t e s  o f  the  

democra t i c  p la in s .  The  ming l ing  o f  the  un ive r s a l  idea l s  o f  de mocra cy  w i th  

the  po l i t i ca l  r ea l i t i e s  o f  the  loca l  o rde r s  imp l ies  th a t  the  h i th e r to  

s ubo rd ina ted  and  s ub juga ted  g roups  a r e  now  aw are  o f  the i r  demo cra t i c  

r igh t s  and  en t i t l e men ts .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s e ve ra l  g roups  have  found  a  r e fuge  

under  the  de mocra t i c  idea l s  w h i l e  p ro j e c t ing  th e i r  c l a i ms  fo r  equa l i ty  and  
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j u s t i ce .  Fukuy ama  l inks  th i s  a c t iv i s m  to  the  un ive r s a l i s m  and  fo rma l i ty  o f  

p roces s es  w h ich  cha rac te r i zes  the  ru le  o f  l aw  in  l ib e r a l  d emocra c ies . 69 

 

Thes e  as s e r t ions  and  ac t iv i s m  em erge  f r om the  ve ry  founda t iona l  ide as  o f  

democra cy .  S ande l  s ugges t s  tha t  th i s  a s s e r t ion  o f  r igh t s  and  en t i t l e men ts  

emerges  f ro m the  l ib e r a l  t r ad i t ion  o f  a cc o rd ing  p r io r i ty  to  r igh t  over  good .  

A n  ind iv idua l  canno t  be  s ac r i f i ced  fo r  th e  s ake  o f  genera l  good .  S imi la r ly ,  

the  concep t ion  o f  any  idea l  canno t  be  b as ed  on  a  pa r t i cu l a r  in te rp r e ta t ion  

o f  the  ends . 70 Th i s  p r io r i t i z a t ion  o f  the  m eans  over  the  ends  he lp s  to  b r ing  

the  nec es s a ry  pos i t ion  o f  m uta t i s  m u tand i s  i n  ou r  democr a t i c  t r ad i t ion .   

 

Whi le  adher ing  to  my  f a i th  in  founda t io na l  p r inc ip les ,  I  f u r th e r  c l a im  tha t  

to  r e f e r  to  the  v a r ious  in te rp r e ta t ions  o f  democr acy  as  ‘mis in te rp re ta t ion ’  

i s  no t  po l i t i ca l  o r  ph i lo s oph ica l ly  app rop r ia t e .  A  more  app rop r ia t e  t e rm  fo r  

s uch  d i f f e r en t  in te rp r e ta t ions  w ou ld  be  ‘democra t i c  dev i a t ions ’  a s  i t  

cap tu r es  the  s p r ead  o f  in t e rp r e t a t ions  o r ig ina t ing  f rom the  founda t iona l  

va lues  o f  an  idea .  S uch  va r i a t ions  in  the  in te rp r e ta t ion  migh t  be  on  accoun t  

o f  va r i a t ions  in  the  me ans  and  ends  s ough t ,  and  o f t en  r es u l t  i n  d i f f e r en t  

t e l eo log ic a l  pa th s  o f  democra t i c  un fo ld i ng .  

 

A s  a rgued  in  the  beg inn ing  o f  th i s  cha p te r ,  t h e  r eas on  fo r  r ev i s i t ing  the  

mean ing  o f  democr acy  i s  to  a t t a in  c l a r i t y  abou t  i t s  idea l s  and  s cope .  S uch  

under s t and ing  i s  i mpor tan t  be caus e  an  unexa mined  un fo ld ing  o f  a  

democra cy  cou ld  l ead  tow ard  s ever a l  non - democra t i c  ends .  To cquev i l l e  

d i s cus s ed  s uch  pos s ib i l i t i e s  du r ing  h i s  ana ly s i s  o f  th e  A mer ican  

democra cy . 71 The  un fo r tuna t e  pa r t  o f  a  d emocra cy  tu rn ing  in to  a  d es po t i c  

o rde r  i s  tha t  the  s ub jec t s  r em ain  una w are  abou t  the  in ju s t i ce  f low ing  

th rough  the  s y s tem.  Wh en  peop le  a r e  eq ua l ly  s ubo rd ina ted  and  s ub juga ted ,  

the r e  r e mains  no  r ea l i za t ion  abou t  the  e r o s ion  o f  eq ua l i ty  and  l ib e r ty  f ro m  

po l i t i ca l - s oc ia l  l i f e .  Th i s  i s  the  s i tua t ion  f aced  by  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s .  
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The  id ea  o f  d emocr acy ,  a s  conven t iona l l y  under s tood ,  i s  p r emis ed  upon  an  

as s umpt ion  tha t  the  ind iv idu a l s  f o rmi ng  a  democr a t i c  s oc ie ty  have  a  

common  be l i e f  s y s tem and  s imi la r  s e t  o f  no rmat ive  cod es .  Th i s  makes  i t  

eas ie r  to  f i t  t h e  d i f f e r en t  g roups  under  a  common  demo cra t i c  o rde r .  S uch  

f r amew ork  becom es  po l i t i ca l ly  and  no rmat iv e ly  coher en t  a s  d i f f e r en ces  in  

pe r s pec t iv es  and  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  d i s s en t  a r e  s ide l ined .  H ow ever ,  the  

p rob lem  b eg ins  to  em erge  w hen  th e  r ea l i z a t ion  o f  in ju s t i ce  and  

s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  s ome  g roups  t akes  place .  The  on ly  s o lu t ion  to  thes e  

emerg ing  cha l l enges ,  then ,  i s  to  r ev i s i t  ou r  d i s cou r s es  and  exam ine  th e  

in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  s t r uc tu r es  and  p r ac t i ces .  

 

A s  s oon  as  an  ind iv idua l  ( o r  a  g roup )  i s  ques t ioned  and  r id i cu led  fo r  one’ s  

j udgemen ts  and  pe r s pec t ives ,  the  s oc ie t y  in f r inges  f rom th a t  pe r s on ,  th e  

r igh t  to  be  equa l  and  f r ee .  S uch  a  d emo cra t i c  o rde r  i s  c apab le  o f  m ak ing  

the  ind iv idua l s  i t s  cap t ive .  Fo r  s omeon e  l ike  M i l l ,  t h i s  t r ans la te s  to  the  

b igges t  in ju s t i ce  aga in s t  human i ty  and  robs  s uch  ind iv idua l /g roup  o f  one’ s  

humannes s . 72
 

The  p rob le m  i s  ac cen tu a ted  w hen  the  con t r as t ing  va lues  o f  d i f f e r en t  g roups  

become  an tagon i s t i c  to  e ach  o the r .  W i t h in  the  s oc ia l  and  cu l tu r a l  r ea lm,  

w h i le  i t  i s  pos s ib le  f o r  d i f f e r en t  s e t s  o f  ideas  to  s t ay  in  pea ce fu l  co -

ex i s t enc e ;  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  f o r  oppos ing  s e t s  o f  ideas  to  do  s o .  Thus ,  th e  no t ion  

o f  democra cy  s eems  to  be  f r a med  a rou nd  a  s imi la r  s e t  o f  ideas  w hen  i t  

comes  to  the  conc ep t ions  o f  s oc ie ty  and  cu l tu r e .  S ever a l  c r i t i ca l  th eo r i s t s  

have  a l s o  op ined  th a t  the  dom inan t  v i ew  o f  a  s oc ie ty  ho ld s  the  po ten t i a l  to  

s ubo rd ina te  and  v ic t im ize  the  a l t e rna t iv e  pe r s pec t ives .  S uch  a  f r am ew ork  

o f t en  l e ads  to  in s t i tu t ion a l i za t ion  o f  the  p r ac t i ces  o f  in ju s t i ce  don e  to  th e  

mino r i t i e s .  
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A  s ub jec t  l ike  demo cracy  i s  s o  vas t  th a t  i t  i s  p r ac t i ca l ly  impos s ib le  to  

under s t and  and  d i s cus s  i t s  mu l t i f a r ious  d imens ions .  The  un fo ld ing  o f  th e  

democra t i c  t r ad i t ions  needs  to  b e  s een  a s  a  con t inuum.  H ow ever ,  a  r ev i s i t  

t o  the  bas ic  t ene t s  o f  demo cracy  i s  ne ces s a ry  in  o rde r  to  adhere  to  i t s  

f ound ing  idea l s  w h i l e  mov ing  on  the  evo lu t ion ary  t r a j ec to ry .  Th e  ve ry  

es s ence  o f  de mocra cy  l i e s  in  f r ee  and  equa l  ind iv idu a l s  w ho  a r e  equa l ly  

capab l e  to  pu r s ue  the i r  ind iv idu a l  a nd  common  ends  in  a  mu tua l ly  

compa t ib le  manner .  The  log ica l  f r am e w ork  o f  the  s oc ia l  o rde r  w h ich  

emerges  ou t  o f  s uch  under s t and ing  i s  neces s a r i ly  amendab l e  and  

accom moda t ive  o f  ch ange .  U nder  s uch  a r r angem en t ,  no  pa r t i cu la r  s e t  o f  

no rmat iv e  va lues  a r e  ab l e  to  l ay  c l a im  over  the  b roader  s oc ia l  mora l i ty .  

S uch  an  under s t and ing  o f  demo cracy  a l l ow s  fo r  a  peace fu l  co - ex i s t enc e  o f  

d i f f e r en t  g roups  and  ind iv idu a l s ,  w i th  mu l t ip l e  s e t  o f  no rmat iv e  f r amew orks  

ex i s t ing  tog e the r . 73 

 

A  s oc ie ty ,  bas ed  on  s uch  ide a l s  and  p r inc ip l es ,  does  no t  p r a c t i ce  any  

s t e r eo type  and  b i as .  Ra the r ,  de mocracy  becomes  a  p lac e  o f  cohab i t a t ion ,  

and  an  env i ronm en t  o f  mu tua l  nu r tu r ing .  Thus ,  th e  con cep t  o f  de mocra cy  

r e ta in s  i t s  t im e les s nes s  s o  long  i t  m a in t a in s  i t s  d i s t anc e  f rom ex c lu s ionary  

no rmat iv e  f r a mew orks  w h i le  ma in ta in ing  s t r i c t  adheren ce  to  i t s  

f ounda t iona l  ide a l s .  Th i s  ch ange  in  a  concep t ion  o f  ‘ good ’  a s  a  p lu r a l  

pos s ib i l i ty  i s  w ha t  d i s t ingu i s hes  th e  con tempora ry  d emocra cy .  

 

Fr as e r  h as  under s tood  s uch  conc ep t ion  o f  democr acy  in  t e rms  o f  a  ‘ r ad i ca l  

democra cy ’  w h ich  i s  ch a rac t e r i z ed  a s  a  r ub r i c  f o r  med i a t ing  va r ious  

s t rugg les  over  ‘mu l t ip le  i n t e r s ec t ing  d i f f e r ences . ’  S uch  r ad ic a l i zed  po l i ty  

a l low s  fo r  b roader  po l i t i ca l  a l l i anc es  and  a l s o  a r r es t s  th e  ‘ba lk an iz ing  

t endenc ies  o f  iden t i ty  po l i t i c s . ’  Th e  no t i on  o f  p lu r a l  pub l i c  s pher es  emerges  

in  s uch  democr a t i c  f r amew ork  and  in i t i a t e s  the  p roces s  o f  co l l abo ra t ion  fo r  
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r ede f in ing  and  s hap ing  the  gov ern ing  no rms  o f  the  s oc ie ty . 74 The  r es u l t an t  

image  o f  the  de mocr acy  b ecom es  more  r ad ica l i z ed  and  inc lu s ive .  

 

Wi th  no  g roup  l e f t  t o  c l a im  th e  r igh t  to  d ic ta t e  th e  no rma t ive  s t ru c tu r e  o f  

the  s oc i e ty ,  the  de mocra t i c  o rde r  be com es  an  o rgan i c  s t r uc tu r e  compos ed  

o f  p lu r a l  ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  The  ov era l l  cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  s uch  s y s tem  

r emains  s ub je c t  to  r e in t e rp r e t a t ion  w i th  t ime  and  s pa ce .  Th i s  becom es  c lo s e  

to  the  des c r ip t ion  o f  demo cracy  as  an  ‘ emp ty  p l ace . ’ 75 The  ve ry  no t ion  o f  

an  emp ty  p l ace  s ugges t s  an  abs ence  o f  a s s umpt ions .  Th i s  ide a  g iv es  

adap tab i l i ty  and  am endab i l i ty  to  the  id ea  o f  demo cracy .  By  

in s t i tu t iona l i z ing  con f l i c t  and  co mpe t i t ion ,  a  d emocra cy  i s  ab le  to  

encou rage  eve ry  g roup  to  p a r t i c ipa te  in  t he  p roces s  o f  de l ib e r a t ion  w i thou t  

f ixa t ing  upon  th e  ends  to  be  pu r s ued . 76 The  ro le  o f  the  found a t iona l  ide a l s ,  

i n  th i s  con tex t ,  beco mes  pa r amoun t  a s  i t  s e t s  the  ru l es  o f  th e  gam e  and  

ens u res  tha t  a l l  pa r t i c ipan t s  a r e  t r ea ted  equa l ly .  

 

S uch  under s t and ing  o f  de mocra cy  and  p o l i t i c s  a l s o  f ac i l i t a t e s  an  improved  

p roces s  o f  s oc ia l  r eeng ine e r ing  bec aus e  i t  does  no t  d i s ca rd  any  g roup  on  

the  bas i s  o f  d i f f e r en ces .  Ra th e r ,  d i f f e r en ces  a r e  u s ed  to  r ed e f ine  the  m eans  

and  ends  o f  the  s y s tem.  Fr as e r  has  don e  an  in s igh t fu l  d i s cus s ion  on  th i s  

p roces s  o f  s oc ia l  eng in ee r ing  th rough  he r  ana ly s i s  o f  po l i t i c s  o f  r e cogn i t ion  

and  po l i t i c s  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ion . 77 

 

H av ing  d i s cus s ed  the  founda t iona l  va lues  o f  de mocra cy  and  w ha t  

cons t i tu t es  a  d emocra t i c  o rde r ,  i t  i s  ind i s pens ab le  to  r e tu rn  to  my  p r im ary  

pu rpos e ,  tha t  i s ,  t o  loc a te  the  p l ace  and  l eg i t i macy  o f  c l a ims  o f  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  w i th in  the  b roader  pa r ad ig m o f  the  democra t i c  o rde r .  M y  

a t t e mp t  to  uncover  the  me an ing  and  r e levan ce  o f  democracy  m igh t  be  

l imi ted  in  s cop e  bu t  i t  app ear s  to  have  d one  ju s t i ce  in  e s t ab l i s h ing  th e  f ac t  

tha t  d emocr acy  i s  more  abou t  i t s  f oun da t iona l  p r in c ip l es  o f  l ibe r ty  and  
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equa l i ty .  The  end  o f  a  de mocra t i c  o rde r  does  no t  l i e  in  ach ieve men t  o f  an  

ega l i t a r i an  s oc ie ty  o r  ma t e r i a l  w e l lbe i ng .  Ra the r ,  the  r ea l i za t ion  o f  the  

democra t i c  id ea l  l i e s  in  the  adheren ce  to  the  p r inc ip les  o f  equa l i ty  and  

l ibe r ty  i t s e l f ,  and  a l low ing  the  ind iv i dua l s  and  g roups  to  pu r s ue  the i r  

un ique  and  s e l f - d e f ined  ends  w i thou t  un accep tab l e  h ind ranc es .  

 

The  c as e  o f  a l t e rna t e  s exua l i t i e s  i s  no t  p r em is ed  upon  the  as s e r t ion  o f  

r ed i s t r ibu t ion  o f  r e s ou rces  a lone .  The  main  p r emis e  o f  the  caus e  o f  

a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  i s  the  mere  ac cep tan ce  o f  the i r  l i f e s ty le  and  

pe r s pec t iv e ,  and  the i r  inc lu s ion  in  the  democra t i c  p roces s es  on  an  equa l  

f oo t ing  and  w i thou t  hav ing  r equ i r ed  to  s ide l in e  the i r  s e l f - id en t i ty .  

 

A  ca r e fu l  obs e rva t ion  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es  r evea l s  tha t  the r e  ex i s t  an  

under ly ing  cu r r en t  o f  homophob ia  and  he te ro s ex i s m  tha t  ac t s  a s  a  p r i s m  fo r  

ou r  con temp l a t ion  and  ep i s t e mo log ica l  he r i t ag e .  S uch  p r i s mat i c  

under s t and ing  po r t r ays  th e  he te rono rm at ive  f r a mew ork  as  the  ‘no rmal ’  and  

p ro jec t s  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  a s  ‘ abno rmal ’ ,  i f  no t  pa tho log i ca l  

a l toge the r .  Th i s  f a l l a cy  s t ands  a t  the  v e ry  foun ta inhead  o f  ou r  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s es  and  channe l i zes  th e  t r a j ec to r y  tha t  ou r  d i s cou r s es  fo l low .  

 

The  i s s ues  concern ing  the  a l t e rna te  s e xua l i t i e s  have  a  d i r ec t  connec t ion  

w i th  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  conc ep t  o f  democra cy .  S o  long  ou r  d i s cou r s es  

w ou ld  con t inue  w i th  the  homophob ic  p r e s umpt ions  in  the  con temp la t ion  o f  

po l i t i ca l  ph i lo s ophy ,  the  f ron t i e r s  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es  w ou ld  r emain  s hunned  

fo r  s ome  g roups .  I t  i s  on ly  w hen  w e  ex amin e  the  ex i s t ing  b ias  in  ou r  

d i s cou r s es  tha t  the r e  w ou ld  b e  a  p os s ib i l i ty  f o r  the  neg l ec t ed  and  

s ubo rd ina ted  g roups  to  en te r  th e  democr a t i c  p l anes  a s  equa l s .  Th i s  p roces s  

o f  open ing  up  o f  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  d e mocracy  can  con t inue  end les s ly  a s  

human  s oc ie ty  evo lves .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  e s t ab l i s h  any  p r ec i s e  end  to  w h ich  
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democra cy  evo lves ,  bu t  th e  key  to  ma in ta in ing  the  p lanes  o f  ou r  d emocr a t i c  

o rde r  ju s t  i s  to  adh ere  to  the  founda t iona l  va lues  th a t  de f ines  a  de mocra cy .  
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2.2 Equality, Democracy and the idea of the ‘people’ 
 

I f  democr acy  w as  to  be  id en t i f i ed  w i th  o n ly  one  v a lue ,  i t  w ou ld  b e  a rgu ab ly  

f a i r  to  m ark  equa l i ty  a s  an  ap t  cand ida t e . 78 The  d i s cus s ion  in  the  p r ev ious  

chap te r  d r aw s  a  b r i e f  f r amew ork  to  a rgue  tha t  the  democr a t i c  o rde r  i s  

neces s a r i ly  p r e mis ed  upon  the  idea l s  o f  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty .  Whi le  th e  tw o  

idea l s  o f  l ibe r ty  and  equa l i ty  s ee ms  to  b a lanc e  and  comp lem en t  e ach  o th e r ,  

s ev e ra l  s cho la r s  have  t aken  a  s t and  to  s ugges t  tha t  a  s oc ie ty  evo lves  on  a  

democra t i c  p a t t e rn  on ly  a f t e r  a t t a in i ng  s ome  p r e - r equ i s i t e  l eve l  o f  

equa l i ty . 79 H ow ever ,  a  l eg i t i ma t e  cu r io s i t y  emerg es  a t  th i s  po in t  r eg a rd ing  

the  me an ing  and  ex ten t  o f  s uch  equa l i ty .  A ls o ,  genu ine  ques t ions  a r i s e  

r ega rd ing  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  more  com prehens ive  and  s ubs tan t i a l  no t ion  

o f  equa l i ty  under  a  non - de mocra t i c  r eg i me .  

 

The  t e r r a in  o f  equa l i ty  i s  a  mu l t i f a r ious  one ,  hav ing  d eep  conn ec t ions  w i th  

the  ph i lo s oph ica l  and  mate r i a l  con cern s .  Thes e  mu l t i f a r ious  d imens ions  

appear  to  b e  s imp l e  and  co mplex  a t  th e  s ame  t i me .  I t  i s  s imp le  b ecaus e  no  

democra t i c  o rde r  can  b e  ev e r  imag ine d  w i thou t  hav ing  equa l i ty  a t  i t s  

f ounda t ion .  Equa l i ty ,  i n  th i s  s ens e ,  beco mes  an  as pec t  w h i ch  i s  o f t en  t ak en -

fo r - g r an ted  und er  th e  de mocra t i c  f r am ew ork .  O n  the  o the r  hand ,  i t  i s  

complex  be caus e  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  d e f ine  and  me as u re  ph i lo s oph ic a l  

cons t ruc t s  and  a rgu men ts  tha t  g ive  m a t t e r  to  th e  conc ep t  o f  equ a l i ty .  Th e  

t a s k  o f  the  d i s cou r s es ,  in  th i s  con tex t ,  i s  to  in t e rp r e t  and  exa mine  the  

e f f i ca cy  and  ac cep tab i l i ty  o f  s uch  in te rp r e ta t ions  and  under s t and ings ,  w h i l e  

t e s t ing  e ach  hypo th es i s  aga in s t  the  o the r s .  

 

A  d i s cus s ion  on equa l i ty  i s  ind i s pens a b le  f o r  my  r es ea r ch .  The  i s s ue  o f  

equa l i ty  r a i s es  a  nu mber  o f  ques t ions :  w he the r  equ a l i ty  imp l ies  equ a l i ty  o f  

ou tcomes  o r  equa l i ty  o f  cond i t ions ?  Wh ethe r  equa l i ty  in  th e  e conomi c  o r  

po l i t i ca l  s pher e  i s  s u f f i c i en t  to  add r es s  the  conc erns  o f  ju s t i ce?  Whe the r  
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t he  concerns  o f  equa l i ty  l eg i t i ma t e ly  th r ow  open  the  ga tes  o f  the  pe r s ona l  

a s pec t s  o f  th e  i nd iv idua l ’ s  l i f e  to  the  pu b l i c?  A nd ,  w he the r  i t  i s  pos s ib le  to  

man ipu l a te  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  equ a l i t y  in  s uch  a  w ay  s o  a s  to  obs cu re  

ou r  v i s ion?  M any  o f  thes e  ques t ions  ha ve  been  d i s cus s ed  e labo ra te ly  by  

s evera l  p romin en t  th inke r s  w h i le  d r aw ing  the i r  ph i lo s oph ica l  accoun t s .  

H ow ever ,  I  s ha l l  a t t emp t  to  d i s cus s  thes e  ques t ions  w i th  an  a i m  to  

under s t and  the  w ays  th rough  w h ich  the  concerns  o f  the  dep r ived  and  

s ubo rd ina ted  g roups  cou ld  be  add res s ed .  I  do  no t  c l a i m  tha t  s uch  exerc i s e  

has  never  b een  a t t e mp ted  ea r l i e r .  I n  f a c t ,  s cho la r s  l ike  P a tem an  and  Brow n  

have  t r i ed  to  t ake  on  s uch  cha l l enges  a nd  o f f e r ed  an  a l t e rn a te  r ead ing  o f  

the  d i s cou r s e . 80 I n  w ha t  i s  abou t  to  fo l low ,  I  s ha l l  a t t emp t  to  d i s cus s  the  

mean ing  and  s cope  o f  equa l i ty  f o r  the  s o c ie ty  and  the  ind iv idu a l .  

 

The  under s t and ing  o f  th e  con cep t  o f  equ a l i ty  has  r e main ed  ever - o rgan i c ,  in  

the  s ens e  tha t  i t  has  adap ted  and  evo lve d  w i th  the  s oc ie ty .  Whi le  the r e  a r e  

s ec t ions  w h ich  cons ide r  equa l i ty  a s  a  p r e r equ i s i t e  f o r  the  e s t ab l i s hm e n t  o f  

a  demo cra t i c  o rd e r ;  the r e  a r e  a l s o  th in ker s  w ho  cons ide r  equa l i ty  a s  an  

ou tcome  o f  de mocra t i z a t ion . 81 I n  f ac t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ma in ta in  a  f i rm  

pos i t ion  w hen  i t  comes  to  the  under s t an d ing  o f  equa l i ty  be caus e  ou r  be l i e f  

s eems  to  h ave  o s c i l l a t ed  w i th  t i me  f ro m  one  pos i t ion  to  ano the r ,  and  th i s  

change  in  the  under s t and ing  o f  the  concep t  has  in f luenc ed  the  w ay  ou r  

democra t i c  idea l  i s  v i s ua l i zed  in  any  s pe c i f i c  con tex t .  

 

The  na tu r e  o f  equ a l i ty  has  a lw ays  main ta ined  an  e l emen t  o f  p rov i s iona l i ty 82 

w h ich  ma in t a in s  i t s  cha rac te r  a s  a r cha i c  a s  w e l l  a s  con temporaneous .  I t  i s  

a r cha i c  becaus e  ev e ry  r eas on ing  beh ind  the  c l a ims  o f  equa l i ty  i s  bas ed  in  

founda t iona l  t e r ms ,  w h ich  i s  d e r ived  f rom a  h i s to r i ca l  o r  ph i lo s oph ica l  

pas t .  Ra th e r  than  d e l ib e r a t ing  over  the  l eg i t i miz ing  fo r c e  beh ind  equa l i ty ,  

the r e  i s  a  t end ency  tow ards  an  unques t io ned  accep tanc e  o f  the  r e l evanc e  o f  

equa l i ty  a s  a  f ound ing  idea l  o f  ou r  pub l i c  d i s cou r s e . 83 O n the  o the r  hand ,  
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t he  d i s cou r s e  on  equa l i ty  b ecomes  con tempor aneous  becaus e  eve ry  

under s t an d ing  o f  equa l i ty  has  to  be  in d i s pens ab ly  con t ex tua l i z ed .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  t he  und er s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  t en ds  to  va ry  w i th  t i me  and  s pa ce .   

 

A l s o ,  the  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  canno t  be  a t t emp t ed  in  vacuum.  

Equa l i ty ,  a s  a  ho l low  and  i s o la ted  no t io n ,  migh t  no t  b e  o f  s pec i f i c  in te r es t  

to  the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s es .  I t  i s  on ly  w hen  equa l i ty  i s  under s tood  as  an  id ea l -  

w he the r  de f in i t e  o r  con t inu ing -  th a t  i t  ga in s  s oc ia l  cogn i t ion  and  r e levan ce .  

A bs o lu te  and  a r i thme t ic  equa l i ty  does  no t  impres s  upon  the  a t t en t ion  o f  the  

s oc ia l  s c i en t i s t s .  Thus ,  my  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  r e mains  equ ipped  w i th  

a  pu rpos e  o f  ame l io r a t ion  o f  s ometh ing  tha t  i s  un ju s t  o r  s upp res s ed .  S uch  

de l ibe r a t ion  upon  the  under s t and ing  o f  va lues  i s  w ha t  makes  the  d i s c ip l ine  

r e l evan t .  S hk la r  has  ba cked  th e  be l i e f  t ha t  equa l i ty  i s  no t  s ometh ing  tha t  

can  be  as p i r ed  in  t e r ms  o f  abs o lu te  va l ue .  We  need  to  be  jud i c ious  w h i le  

mak ing  c la i ms  fo r  equa l i ty  in  d i f f e r en t  t imes  and  con tex t s . 84 

 

I  w ou ld  a l s o  l ike  to  po in t  he r e  th a t  s uch  ame l io r a t ive  under s t and ing  o f  th e  

concep t  o f  equa l i ty  i s  a l s o  th e  r eas on  tha t  s oc i e ty  i s  ab le  to  pe rp e tua te  

inequa l i ty .  I t  appe ar s  l ike  a  pa r adox  b u t  i t  p r es en t s  an  in te r es t ing  and  

ines capab le  r ea l i ty  o f  the  po l i t i c a l  p r oces s es .  S oc ia l  s c i ences  have  to ,  

ines capab ly ,  dea l  w i th  va lues  and  judg e men ts .  Thes e  judgem en ts  o f t en  l ead  

to  d i f f e r en t i a t ion  in  s oc i e ty  w h ich  fu r the r  g ive  r i s e  to  in equa l i ty  in  s oc ie ty .  

Tocquev i l l e  has  d i s cus s ed  the  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  an  equa l ly  s upp res s ed  c las s  o f  

peop le  l iv ing  und er  a  common  d es po t .  H ow ever ,  s uch  s oc ie ty  co u ld  no t  be  

s een  as  democra t i c . 85 A l s o ,  s uch  cond i t ion  o f  equa l  s upp res s ion  i s  no t  

des i r ab le  a s  i t  i s  bas ed  upon  s ub juga t io n  and  opp res s ion .  The  p r es ence  o f  

equa l i ty  i s  to  be  obs e rved  and  iden t i f i e d  in  cond i t ions  w h ich  a l low s  f r ee  

exp res s ion  and  deve lopmen t .  
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Equa l i ty  be a r s  qua l i t i e s  ak in  to  de m ocracy  and  th i s  makes  the  tw o  

in t r i c a te ly  in t e r tw ined .  A  va l id  pa r a l l e l  becomes  ev iden t  b e tw een  equa l i ty  

and  demo cracy  w hen  th e  tw o  a r e  r ead  i n  t e rms  o f  th e i r  ends .  Gu tman  and  

Thoms on  has  d i s cus s ed  the  pu rpos e  o f  hav ing  equa l i ty  and  democr acy  as  to  

p rov ide  the  mos t  ju s t i f i ab le  conc ep t ion  f o r  dea l ing  w i th  mor a l  d i s ag re emen t  

in  po l i t i c s .  The  channe l s  f o r  do ing  s o  a r e -  co l l e c t ive  de c i s ion ,  de l ibe r a t ion  

and  r ec ip ro c i ty . 86 Thus ,  w h i l e  equa l i ty  mi gh t  ex i s t  w i thou t  d emocr acy ,  th e  

conver s e  i s  no t  pos s ib le .  

 

I  have  a l r e ady  m ade  c le a r  my  v i ew  tha t  ab s o lu te  equa l i ty  do es  no t  impr es s  

the  conc erns  o f  a  s oc ia l  r e s ea r ch er .  E qua l i ty  i s  nec es s a r i ly  a  r e l a t ion a l  

concep t  a s  one  cou ld  be  cons ide r ed  a s  e qua l  ( o r  unequa l )  on ly  in  r e l a t ion  

to  ano the r .  Thus ,  any  d i s cus s ion  on  equ a l i ty  t akes  p la ce  in  ce r t a in  con tex t .  

Th i s  a rgum en t  can  be  eas i ly  va l ida ted  by  t ak ing  th e  ex ampl e  o f  a  loca l i z ed  

mino r i ty  g roup  ( l ik e  a  M us l im  com muni ty  in  a  H indu  majo r i ty  s oc ie ty ,  o r  

v ice  ve r s a )  w h ich  m igh t  exp res s  con cerns  over  unequa l  t r ea t men t  on  

r e l ig ious  l ines  due  to  i t s  s pec i f i c  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  con tex t .  The  s ame  g roup ,  

i f  p l aced  in  the  con t r a ry  s e t t ing ,  migh t  no t  f ee l  d i s c r imin a ted ,  bu t  migh t  

exper ien ce  unequa l  t r ea tmen t  on  d i f f e r e n t  pa r ame te r s . 87 Thus ,  the  idea  and  

exp res s ion  o f  equa l i ty  r e mains  a  lo ca l i z ed  and  r e l a t ion a l  ide a .   

 

I  a l s o  be l i ev e  tha t  beyond  the  i s s ues  o f  equa l i ty  and  d i s c r i mina t ion  l i e s  

ano the r  a s pe c t  o f  the  deb a te  w h ich  i s  f eeb le  in  app ea l  bu t  s eve r e  in  

imp l i ca t ion .  Th i s  a s pec t  o f  inequa l i ty  r e l a t e s  to  the  s y s temi c  neg l ec t  o f  

s pec i f i c  g roups  o r  ide as  w h ich  a r e  pus h ed  ou t s ide  the  pu rv iew  o f  po l i t i ca l  

con temp la t ion . 88 Th i s  happens  a t  bo th  theo re t i c a l  l ev e l  a s  w e l l  a s  ma t e r i a l  

l eve l ,  and  o f t en  l eave  i t s  v ic t im  in  a  s u f foca t ing  pos i t ion .  H ow ever ,  s uch  

in s tances  o f  inequa l i ty  a r e  o f t en  neg le c ted  in  ac adem ic  d i s cus s ions  and  

de l ibe r a t ions ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h i ch  th e  inequa l i ty  and  in ju s t i ce  f aced  by  

s uch  g roups  a r e  o f t en  s e en  as  f a l l ing  b ey ond  the  concerns  o f  ju s t i ce .  I  have  
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t r i ed  to  und er s t and  s uch  in ju s t i c e  in  t e r ms  o f  a  log ic  o f  ‘ ou t  o f  bounds ’  and  

a  ‘ coe rced  i nv i s ib i l i ty . ’ 89 

 

Wi th  the  s ee ming ly  un iv e r s a l  acc ep tan ce  o f  democracy  as  the  fo rm o f  s oc ia l  

a r r angem en t , 90 t h e  f a i th  in  equa l i ty  h as  be come  a  t aken - fo r - g r an t ed  a f f a i r . 91 

The  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es  s eem to  have  a c cep ted  th e  va l id i ty  o f  the  num er ic  

equa l i ty  o f  a l l  human  be ings . 92 Th i s  move  tow ards  the  numer ic  equa l i ty  o f  

a l l  be ings  beca me  ev iden t  du r ing  th e  va r ious  democr a t i c  r evo lu t ions  in  

Eu rope  and  A mer i ca  and  aga in  du r in g  the  an t i - s l ave ry  movem en t  in  

A mer ica . 93 The  f ru i t ion  o f  the  id ea  o f  numer ic  equ a l i ty  w i th in  s oc ie ty  

s eemed  to  h ave  compl e ted  w i th  the  acc ep tance  o f  popu la r  d emocra cy  ( adu l t  

s u f f r age ) ,  though  in  va ry ing  s hades .  H ow ever ,  th i s  be l i e f  i n  the  e f f i cacy  o f  

a  quan t i t a t ive  equ a l i ty  beg an  to  w i th e r  aw ay  w i th  th e  r ea l i z a t ion  tha t  i t  

o f t en  l ed  to  an  over - a r ch ing  au tho r i ty  o f  the  m a jo r i ty  over  the  m ino r i ty  

w h ich  o f t en  l ed  to  s upp res s ive  a c t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he r e  em erged  a  b e l i e f  tha t  

s uch  agg rega t iv e  concep t ions  a r e  f l aw ed  and  s uppo r t ive  o f  the  p r inc ip le  o f  

m igh t  i s  r igh t .  Gu tm an  and  Tho mps on  has  op ined  tha t  s uch  con cep t ions  on ly  

he lp  r e in fo r ce  th e  ex i s t ing  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  pow er  in  s oc ie ty ,  w h ich  m ay  o r  

may  no t  be  ju s t . 94 I t  w as  s oon  r ea l i ze d  tha t  the  numer ic  equa l i ty  o f  

ind iv idua l s  i s  on ly  one  o f  the  a s pec t s  w h ich  ne eds  to  be  compl emen ted  w i th  

equa l i ty  o f  a  mor e  s ubs tan t iv e  na tu r e .  

 

Thus ,  began  ano the r  ma jo r  chu rn ing  w i th in  the  d i s cou r s es  to  add res s  the  

emerg ing  conc erns  o f  th e  m ino r i t i e s .  The  con te mp la t ion  on  equa l i ty  

depar t ed  f rom i t s  o r ig in a l  pos i t ion  o f  co un t ing  heads  to  f ind  a  be t t e r  abode  

in  the  fo rm  o f  a  mor e  s ubs tan t iv e  un der s t and ing  o f  th e  equa l i ty .  The  

de l ibe r a t ions  l ed  to  dev e lopm en t  o f  d i f f e r en t  l ines  o f  a rgumen t ,  ea ch  

advanc ing  d i f f e r en t  pa th s  to  pu r s ue  the  mos t  des i r ab le  f o rm o f  equa l i ty .  

H ow ever ,  f o r  the  s ake  o f  an a ly t i ca l  co mpar i s on  and  be t t e r  under s t and ing ,  

thes e  d i f f e r en t  pa thw ays  may  be  r ead  under  tw o  b road  ( and  over l app ing )  
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gen res  o f  equa l i ty -  p rocedu ra l  and  s ubs tan t ive -  w h ich  s e t  the  cou r s e  fo r  the  

fu r the r  de l ib e r a t ion  a t  va r ious  l ev e l s .  Thes e  gen res  a r e  no t  mu tu a l ly  

exc lu s ive  and  o f t en  s ha re  com mon  a r e a s .  H ow ever ,  the  d i f f e r ences  have  

been  d i s cus s ed  by  va r ious  s cho la r s  in  t e rms  o f  the  t e l eo log i ca l  exp l ana t ions  

and  means - ends  d i ch o tomy . 95 

 

Foundational Equality 
The  ide a  o f  f ounda t iona l  equ a l i ty  l i e s  a t  the  hea r t  o f  th e  con t empora ry  

po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s e . 96 I t  s how s  a  s ac r ed  r es pec t  f o r  the  human  l i f e  in  any  

fo rm and  thus  r e s e rves  s ome  bas i c  r igh t s  f o r  eve ry  ind iv idua l ,  i r r e s pec t ive  

o f  one’ s  s oc io - po l i t i co - econom ic  loc a t i on .  I t  i s  on ly  th rough  the  p r emis e  

o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  o f  ind iv idua l s  t ha t  the  id ea  o f  a  f r ee  s oc ie ty  cou ld  

emana te .  The  p ic tu r e  o f  the  l ibe r a l  s oc ie ty ,  a s  ou t l ined  by  S ande l  in  h i s  

c r i t iqu e  o f  the  unencumb ered  s e l f , 97 i s  po s s ib le  on ly  aga in s t  th e  backd rop  

o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty .  

 

The  ide a  o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  i s  an  ou tcome  o f  con te mp la t ion  u s ed  to  

l eg i t imi ze  the  w ho l e  pa r ad igm  o f  a  dem ocracy .  I t  r e fu tes  any  be l i e f  in  th e  

d iv ine  s t a tu s  o f  any  ind iv idu a l /g roup  a nd  p laces  eve ry  ind iv idua l  a t  an  

equa l  mora l  p la t fo rm.  The  idea  migh t  ap pear  to  be  a  pa r t  o f  the  ‘ con je c tu r a l  

h i s to ry ’  c r ea t ed  by  th e  c l a s s i c  l ib e r a l s , 98 bu t  i t  s e rves  th e  pu rpos e  o f  a  

me tapho r ica l  dev i s e 99 t o  v i s ua l i ze  the  m ora l  equa l i ty  o f  ind iv idua l s .  The  

founda t iona l  equa l i ty ,  i n  f ac t ,  l i nes  up  the  ind iv idua l s  beh ind  a  common  

s ta r t ing  l ine ,  f r o m w here  the  ind iv idua l s  a r e  s e t  f r e e  to  pu r s ue  the i r  bes t  

po ten t i a l s .  Gu t man  and  Thomps on  no te  t ha t  ‘ the  f ounda t iona l  p r inc ip les  o f  

l ibe r a l  ega l i t a r i an  th eo r ie s  a r e  a t  odds  w i th  the  a im  o f  bo th  m ax im iz ing  

s oc ia l  w e l f a r e  and  p ro tec t ing  eve ry  i nd iv idua l ’ s  f r eedo m  f rom  

i n t e r f e r ence . ’ 100 Thus ,  the  p r es ence  o f  a  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  pe r mea tes  

th rough  every  be ing  as  a  m in im al  cond i t ion  o f  s oc ia l  l i f e .  Whi l e  i t  m igh t  

no t  be  pos s ib le  to  pu r s ue  p ro jec t s  o f  r ad ica l  r e fo rms  th rough  in s i s t enc e  on  

founda t iona l  equa l i ty  a lone ,  i t  i s  ind eed  the  cas e  tha t  a  mi c ros cop ic  l ap s e  
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o f  founda t iona l  equa l i ty  to  an  ind iv idu a l  o r  g roup  s ounds  a  c r i s i s  f o r  the  

s oc ie ty .   

 

S o ,  w ha t  pu rpos e  does  the  idea  o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  s e rve?  The  idea  o f  

f ounda t iona l  equ a l i ty  s e rves  to  b ind  the  s oc ie ty  tog e the r  by  upho ld ing  the  

p r inc ip l es  o f  neu t r a l i ty ,  mu tu a l  r e s pec t  and  r ec ip roc i ty .  I t s  r o le  i s  s imi la r  

to  tha t  o f  the  idea  o f  the  d iv ine  pow er  fo r  any  r e l ig ious  g roup .  A  log ica l  

co ro l l a ry  o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  s ugg es t s  the  p r inc ip le -  ‘ do  un to  o th e r s  

a s  you  w ou ld  have  don e  to  you ’ -  w h i ch  rough ly  t r ans l a te s  to  r ec ip ro c i ty .  

Wi thou t  s uch  p r emis e ,  a  s oc ia l  l i f e  w ou ld  no t  be  pos s ib le .  Gu tman  and  

Thomps on  has  iden t i f i ed  r ec ip ro c i ty  a s  an  impor tan t  a s pec t  o f  the  

democra t i c  s oc ie t i e s  and  id en t i f i ed  i t  w i th  pub l i c i ty ,  ac coun tab i l i ty ,  bas i c  

l ibe r ty ,  b as ic  oppo r tun i ty ,  and  f a i r  opp o r tun i ty  w h ich ,  they  b e l i eve ,  a r e  

neces s a ry  fo r  the  mu tua l  ju s t i f i ca t io n  o f  l aw s . 101 S imi la r ly ,  Dah l ’ s  

under s t and ing  o f  ‘ in t r in s i c  equa l i ty ’  appear s  to  r e f e r  to  the  idea  o f  

f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty .  I t  s ugges t s  tha t  t he  mora l  judge men t  and  cap ab i l i ty  

o f  each  ind iv idua l  i s  to  be  equa l ly  w e ig h ted .  N one  cou ld  make  a  c l a im  fo r  

mora l  s uper io r i ty  over  the  o the r . 102 

 

H ow ever ,  an  impor tan t  a s pec t  o f  the  idea  o f  f ounda t iona l  equ a l i ty  i s  tha t  i t  

i s  r e s t r i c t iv e  w h i le  be ing  enco mpas s ing  a t  the  s ame  t i me .  I t  i s  encomp as s ing  

becaus e  eve ry  ind iv idua l  i s  s een  a s  be ing  founda t iona l ly  equa l ,  i r r e s pec t ive  

o f  one’ s  mu l t i f a r ious  con tex t .  H ere ,  i t  i s  in t e r es t ing  to  no te  how  th e  ide a  

o f  f ounda t iona l  equ a l i ty  has  expanded  over  the  pe r iod  o f  t i me  to  inc lude  

w ho le  o f  the  hum an  r ace .  N o t  a  long  t im e  back ,  s uch  founda t iona l  equa l i ty  

w as  p r ac t i c a l ly  den ied  to  the  s l av es  and  w omen  w ho  w ere  d i s en f r anch i s ed  

and  s ubo rd ina ted . 103 I t  w ou ld  no t  be  w rong  to  s ugges t  tha t  th e  mean ing  o f  

f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty ,  though  advoca ted  and  d i s cus s ed  by  the  c l a s s i c  l ibe r a l  

th inker s ,  has  ac tua l ly  been  p rog res s ing  tow ards  a  b roader  and  inc lu s ive  

ho r izon .  I n  th i s  s ens e ,  the  idea  o f  f ound a t iona l  equa l i ty  con t inues  to  ho ld  
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i t s  r e l evan ce  in  the  con t empora ry  ag e .  Whenever  th e r e  i s  a  r e a l i za t ion  o f  

inc r eas ing  s upp res s ion  and  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  a  g roup ,  the  i s s ue  o f  

f ounda t iona l  equa l i ty  i s  r a i s ed .  Th e  cas e  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  p r es en t s  a  

s imi la r  c as e ,  and  l eg i t im a te ly  makes  a  r e f e r ence  to  th e  founda t ion a l  

equa l i ty  to  bas e  the i r  c l a i ms .  

 

I  r e f e r r ed  to  th e  id ea  o f  f ounda t iona l  eq ua l i ty  a s  r e s t r i c t ive  be caus e  o f  i t s  

p rocedu ra l  cha ra c te r .  The  idea  l ibe r a l ly  a l low s  the  ind iv idua l s  to  pu r s ue  

the i r  s e l f - de f ined  goa l s  and  s t r iv e  tow a rds  one’ s  b es t  po ten t i a l .  Thus ,  the  

idea  l i mi t s  i t s e l f  to  the  s t a r t ing  pos i t ion  i t s e l f .  S uch  under s t and ing  igno r es  

the  ro le  o f  the  cu l tu r a l  o r  h i s to r i ca l  baggage  an  ind iv idu a l /g roup  m igh t  

ca r ry .  Thus ,  th e  conc erns  o f  the  d i s a dvan taged  migh t  no t  be  p roper ly  

add res s ed  by  m ere ly  iden t i fy ing  th em  as  mora l ly  equa l  be ings .  Th i s  

r emain ed  one  o f  th e  foc a l  po in t s  o f  c r i t ique  o f  the  ide a  o f  f ound a t ion a l  

equa l i ty  w h ich  l ed  to  fu r th e r  con t emp l a t ion  over  the  id ea  o f  equ a l i ty . 104 

H ow ever ,  A rnes on  p rov ides  an  in te r es t in g  coun te r - a rgum en t  and  c la i ms  tha t  

the  idea  o f  f ound a t ion a l  equa l i ty  p rov ide s  a  neces s a ry  hope  and  con f idence  

to  s uch  g roups  w ho  a r e  o the rw is e  d e n ied  the  b as ic  hum an  r igh t s  and  

r es pec t . 105 

 

Equality of Opportunity 
The  con temp l a t ions  ov er  th e  ide a  o f  f ou nda t iona l  equa l i ty  evo lv ed  tow ards  

the  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty .  T he  p r emis e  tha t  a l l  i nd iv idu a l s  a r e  

equa l ly  endow ed  w i th  the  r igh t  to  a ch ie ve  the i r  bes t  po ten t i a l  ne ces s i t a t e s  

the  cond i t ion  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tu n i ty .  Be i t z  h as  h igh l igh ted  the  

impor tan ce  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  and  r e f e r r ed  to  i t  a s  a  k ind  o f  

“po l i t i ca l  or thodoxy…  a s  i t  has  s ee med  t o  exp res s  s o  obv ious  a  t r u th  a s  no t  

to  r equ i r e  s y s tem at ic  defens e . ” 106 I t  i s  th i s  ca rd in a l  pos i t ion  o f  the  idea  o f  

equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  th a t  i t  appear s  to  be  th e  c en t r a l  a s pe c t  o f  any  

f r amew ork  o f  ju s t i ce .  Raw ls ,  f o r  in s t an ce ,  bas ed  h i s  th eo ry  o f  ju s t i ce  on  

the  founda t ions  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  f o r  a l l . 107  
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The  con temp la t ion  over  the  idea  o f  equ a l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  i s  in t r i ca te ly  

and  inexo rab ly  l inked  to  the  g r ea t  me t aph ys ica l  cons t ru c t s  on  ju s t i ce .  Thes e  

l inks  beco me  v i s ib le  in  the  f r a mew orks  g iven  by  th ink er s  l ik e  Raw ls  and  

S en . 108 A n  e labo ra te  w ork  on  the  id ea  o f  j u s t i ce  has  a lw ays  p roved  to  b e  a  

monumen t a l  p ie ce  fo r  the  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  a s  w e l l .  D ue  to  th i s  

in te r conn ec t ion ,  any  d i s cus s ion  on  eq ua l i ty  t ends  to  log ic a l ly  un fo ld  

tow ards  the  them e  o f  ju s t i c e .  H ow ever ,  I  w ou ld  l imi t  th e  s t r e t ch  o f  my  

d i s cus s ion  to  th e  i s s ues  con cern ing  equa l i ty  and  demo cracy .  Th i s  i s  

becaus e ,  f r om the  pe r s pec t ive  o f  my  s tudy ,  my  immed i a te  pu rpos e  i s  

r e s t r i c t ed  to  the  exa mina t ion  o f  the  founda t iona l  ideas  tha t  f o rm the  bas i s  

o f  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  ju s t i ce .  I t  i s  an  impor tan t  exe r c i s e  becaus e  the  

pa r ad igm  s e t  by  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  founda t iona l  va lues  i s  w ha t  

de f ines  ou r  und er s t and ing  o f  ju s t i ce .  T hus ,  my  im med i a te  conc ern  w ou ld  

be  l imi ted  to  an  enqu i ry  upon  fundamen ta l  concep t s  l ike  equa l i ty ,  l ib e r ty  

and  democr acy  in  o rde r  to  be t t e r  under s t and  the  p r e r equ i s i t e s  o f  ju s t i ce .   

 

H ow ever ,  in  r ea l  l i f e ,  t he  conc erns  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  beco me  

s i tua t ion a l .  Wh i le  the  con cerns  fo r  equ a l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  migh t  r equ i r e  

inac t ion  in  s ome  cas es ,  i t  migh t  r equ i r e  s pec ia l  p rov i s ions  in  o the r s .  Thus ,  

the  concern  fo r  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  and  equa l  t r ea tmen t  migh t  move  in  

d i f f e r en t  d i r e c t ions . 109 A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  r ead  the  id ea  o f  equa l i ty  

o f  oppo r tun i ty  a s  hav ing  a  con cre te  me an ing  and  t e rms . 110 Wha t  app ear  f r om  

thes e  a rgu men ts  i s  s ugges t ive  o f  th e  i dea  th a t ,  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty ,  

r a the r  th an  be ing  a  cond i t ion  o f  s oc ia l  s e tup ,  i s  an  idea l  tha t  pu t s  up f ron t  

the  p rov i s o  tha t  con tend ing  in te r es t s  s hou ld  no t  be  ha mpered  in  the i r  

a t t e mp t  to  ach ieve  the i r  s e l f - d e f ined  goa l s .  The  impor t ance  o f  the  p r in c ip l e  

o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  ho ld s  bo th  f o r  the  peop l e  a s  w e l l  a s  the  s t a t e  

mach in e ry . 111 I n t e r es t ing ly ,  the  under s t an d ing  o f  the  p r in c ip l e  o f  equa l i ty  

o f  oppo r tun i ty  has  beco me  a  pa r t  o f  th e  pub l i c  deb a te ,  l a rge ly  due  to  i t s  
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ro le  in  d e te r min ing  the  p r io r i t i e s  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  ju s t i ce .  Thus ,  th i s  

concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  has  be come  on e  o f  i t s  mos t  dynam ic  as pe c t s .  

 

Equality of Outcome 
The  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tu n i ty  c r ea ted  a  p la t fo rm  f rom w h ich  

a  ju s t  and  o rg an iz ed  s oc i a l  l i f e  cou ld  in a ugu ra te .  H ow ever ,  the  a t t en t ion  o f  

the  th inker s  w as  aga in  c augh t  by  a  mor e  s ubs tan t i a l  concern  tow ard s  the  

ends  tha t  s uch  concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  w a s  s eek ing .  S e r ious  ponder ing  abou t  

the  ve ry  pu rpos e  o f  hav ing  equa l i ty  a s  o ne  o f  the  found ing  p r in c ip l es  o f  a  

democra cy  r evea led  th a t  i f  s oc ie ty  w as  l e f t  a l l  by  i t s  ow n ,  the r e  w ou ld  b e  

a  s eg rega t ion  be tw e en  pow er fu l  and  the  pow er les s , 112 w h ich  w ou ld  

u l t im a te ly  de f ea t  the  w ho le  p ro je c t  o f  democra t i za t ion .  Thus ,  a s  an  

a l t e rn a te  rou te  to  ach i eve  th e  a s p i r a t io ns  o f  a  democra cy ,  th e r e  beg an  a  

con temp la t ion  over  th e  need  fo r  ‘ equ a l i t y  o f  ou tcome’ .  

 

Equa l i ty  o f  ou tcom e  ma in ta in s  a  t e l eo log ica l  l ink  w i th  the  equa l i ty  o f  

oppo r tun i ty  a s  the  fo rm er  i s  no t  pos s ib le  w i thou t  ens u r ing  th e  l a t e r . 113 

H ow ever ,  i t  r e mains  c l ea r  a t  the  ou t s e t  tha t  to  c r e a te  an  abs o lu te  equ a l i ty  

i s  no t  the  p enu l t ima te  a im  o f  any  de moc ra t i c  p ro je c t .  Equ a l i ty  o f  ou t come  

i s  more  l inked  to  the  conc ep t ion  o f  eq ua l i ty  a s  f a i rnes s  a s  i t  a l low s  the  

peop le  to  pu r s ue  the i r  s e l f - de f ined  go a l s  w i thou t  be ing  ha mpered  by  th e i r  

s oc io - po l i t i ca l  env i ron men t . 114 

 

Equa l i ty  o f  ou tco me ,  l ike  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty ,  i s  s i tua t iona l  and  

r e la t iona l .  M any  s cho la r s  t r y  to  r ead  i t  i n  t e rms  o f  ‘bes t  r e s u l t  t heo ry ’  a s  

i t  a s p i r es  to  ach i eve  th e  bes t  pos s ib le  ou tcomes  fo r  th e  peop l e .  I n  do ing  s o ,  

th inker s  o f t en  t r y  to  co me  up  w i th  a  p a r t i cu la r  con cep t ion  o f  w e l f a r e  o r  

‘ good ’ . 115 The  concep t ion  o f  bes t  r e s u l t  t heo ry  cap tu r es  the  ide a  o f  good  

f rom a  s pec i f i c  in te rp r e ta t ion  and  t r i e s  to  pu r s ue  s uch  goa l .  S uch  

concep t ion  en ta i l s  d i s cus s ions  over  w ha t  cons t i tu t es  the  good  and  how  to  

d i s t r ibu te  i t  equ a l ly . 116 
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H ow ever ,  the  pu rpos e  o f  equa l i ty  o f  ou t come  does  no t  s ugges t  an  abs o lu t e  

equa l i ty  o f  ends .  Ra the r ,  i t  h as  an  emanc ipa to ry  bas i s  to  i t  w h ich  s ugges t s  

tha t  any  ind iv idu a l  s hou ld  no t  be  incap ac i t a t ed  due  to  one’ s  po s i t ion  w i th in  

the  s oc ie ty .  S en  has  des c r ibed  th i s  in  t e r ms  o f  capab i l i t i e s  and  a rgued  tha t ,  

t he  ab i l i ty  to  conver t  incom es  in to  oppo r tun i t i e s  i s  a f f ec t ed  by  a  

mu l t ip l i c i ty  o f  ind iv idua l  and  s oc i a l  d i f f e r ences  tha t  mean  s ome  p eop le  w i l l  

need  more  than  o the r s  to  ach iev e  th e  s ame  r ang e  o f  c apab i l i t i e s . 117 Thus ,  

equa l i ty  o f  ou tco me  s hou ld  no t  b e  mis un der s tood  as  abs o lu te  equa l i ty .  

 

Procedural Equality 
A n  as tu te  and  conc i s e  w ay  to  des c r ibe  the  idea  o f  p rocedu ra l  equa l i ty  w ou ld  

be  to  s ay  tha t  f a i r  means  p roduc e  f a i r  ends .  A s  the  t e rm i t s e l f  s ugges t s ,  

p roced u ra l  equa l i ty  i mp l i es  f a i rnes s  o f  means  to  pu r s ue  the  ends  o f  l i f e .  

C las s ic  l ibe r a l  th ink er s  adher ed  to  th i s  i dea  in  d i f f e r en t  f o rms  and  ava ta r s ,  

and  be l i ev ed  tha t  i f  t he  ind iv idua l s  a r e  l e f t  f r ee  and  un fe t t e r ed ,  th ey  w ou ld  

be  ab l e  to  ach ieve  the i r  bes t  po ten t i a l . 118 H ow ever ,  the  p r imary  conc ern  o f  

the  ea r ly  l ib e r a l  th inker s  w as  l ibe r ty ,  a nd  no t  equa l i ty .  Equ a l i ty  r ema ined  

more  l ike  an  as s umed  cond i t ion  o f  l i f e  in  the  s oc i e ty ,  and  as  long  as  the  

ind iv idua l  w i tnes s ed  the  cond i t ions  o f  ce ter i s  par ibus  i n  t e rms  o f  ex te rna l  

con t ro l ,  t he  l ib e r a l s  w ere  con t en t  w i th  s oc io - po l i t i c a l  a r r ange men ts  o f  the  

s oc ie ty .  The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  s e rved  as  the  founda t ion a l  bas e  to  th e  l ib e r a l  

ideo logy ,  and  th i s  gave  w ay  to  the  idea  o f  f ounda t iona l  equa l i t y .  Th e  ide a  

o f  f ounda t ion a l  equa l i ty  r e main ed  p r es en t  a s  the  backd rop  on  w h ich  the  

l ibe r a l  s cho la r s  d r ew  the i r  po l i t i c a l  i ma gery .  

 

A n  in te r es t ing  as pec t  o f  the  p rocedu r a l  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  i s  tha t  i t  

des c r ibes  the  s oc ia l  o rgan iza t ion  on  l im i ted  pa ram ete r s  and  ana ly zes  a  f ew  

d imens ions  o f  s oc i a l  r e l a t ions h ip s  a t  a  t i me .  I n  o th e r  w ords ,  i t  under s t ands  

the  s oc i e ty  th rough  a  l en s  o f  ce t er i s  p ar ibus  and  t r i e s  to  b r ing  ba l ance  

among  d i f f e r en t  ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  A n  impor tan t  imp l ic a t ion  o f  s uch  
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f r amew ork  o f  und er s t and ing  i s  tha t  i t  a l low s  the  oppo r tun i ty  to  a s p i r e  f o r  

unequa l  pos i t ions ,  p rov ided  the  p roc ed u res  a r e  r igh t  and  ju s t i f i ed . 119 The  

pa rad igm  o f  p rocedu r a l  equa l i ty  appear s  to  hav e  un fo ld ed  f rom a  be l i e f  in  

founda t iona l  equa l i ty  tow ards  equa l i ty  o f  oppo r tun i ty  and  ou tcom e .  

 

Substantive Equality 
P rocedu ra l  equ a l i ty  fo l low s  a  t e l eo lo g ica l  app roach  tha t  r ev iew s  the  

pu rpos e  o f  equa l i ty  in  t e rms  o f  the  p roce s s  o r  means  th rough  w h ich  equa l i ty  

i s  e s t ab l i s hed .  H ow ever ,  a  ma jo r  ob je c t ion  o f  the  c r i t i c s  c l a i ms  tha t  s uch  

under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  o f t en  l e aves  t he  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  

s upp res s ion .  S uch  in ju s t i c e  appe ar s  to  t a ke  p lac e  a t  p la ces  w h ich  app ear  to  

f a l l  ou t s ide  the  no r mat ive  t e r r a in  o f  the  p r eva i l ing  log ic . 120 The  pa rad igm  

o f  s ubs tan t ive  equa l i ty  deve loped  in  c on t r ad i s t in c t ion  to  the  p ro cedu ra l  

t r ad i t ion .  The  t r ad i t ion  o f  s ubs tan t ive  eq ua l i ty  focus ed  on  the  i s s ues  w h ich  

mat t e r  f o r  the  ind iv idu a l s  and  cons ide re d  the  mu l t i - d im ens iona l  a s pec t s  o f  

inequa l i ty  and  in ju s t i ce .  Fo r  th i s  r eas o n ,  a  s ubs tan t ive  und er s t and ing  o f  

equa l i ty  beca me  more  in te r es t ing  to  the  s uba l t e rn  g roups  and  the  c r i t i ca l  

s choo l .  

 

Gu tm an  and  Thoms on  v iew s  s ubs tan t iv e  equa l i ty  a s  an  impor t an t  p a r t  o f  

de l ibe r a t iv e  democr acy  and  c l a ims  th a t  i t  o f f e r s  the  adequa te  r eas on ing  fo r  

bu i ld ing  be t t e r  t e rms  o f  coopera t ion  am ong  g roups  and  ind iv idua l s .  They  

a l s o  h igh l igh t  th e  f ac t  tha t  w h i l e  a  p ro cedu ra l  und er s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  

migh t  l ead  tow ards  un ju s t  ou tcom es  fo r  ce r t a in  g roups ,  s uch  s i tu a t ions  a r e  

add res s ed  under  a  s ubs tan t ive  under s t an d ing  o f  equa l i ty . 121 Th i s  r ev i s ion  in  

the  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  has  an  im por tan t  i mp l i ca t ion  fo r  the  p roc es s  

o f  democr a t i za t ion  a s  i t  mak es  ou r  p roces s  mor e  in c lu s ive  and  

pa r t i c ipa to ry .  W i th  g r ea te r  invo lv emen t  o f  d i f f e r en t  g roups ,  the r e  i s  a  

chu rn ing  o f  the  no r ma t ive  s t ru c tu r e  o f  t he  s oc ie ty  w h ich  u l t im a te ly  r e s u l t s  

in  a  ‘ r ad ic a l  democr acy ’ 122 w here in  t he  t e r ms  o f  engagem en t  a r e  

inc r eas ing ly  de f in ed  by  the  ‘peop le ’  t h e ms e lves .  
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I  r e tu rn  to  my  emph as i s  on  the  foun da t iona l  a s pe c t s  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s es  and  a r gue  tha t  the  bas i s  o f  the  s ubs tan t ive  under s t and ing  o f  

equa l i ty  l i e s  in  th i s  r ev i s i t  t o  the  found a t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  ou r  d i s cou r s es .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th i s  r ev i s i t ,  s eve ra l  neg l ec ted  a r e as  em erge  to  the  fo r e ,  w h ich  

r a i s e  l eg i t i ma t e  conc erns  o f  equa l i ty  an d  ju s t i ce .  I n  w ha t  f o l low s ,  I  have  

t r i ed  to  d i s cus s  the  a s pec t s  o f  s ubs tan t i ve  equa l i ty  in  t e rms  o f  tw o  b ro ad ,  

bu t  d i s t inc t ,  goa l s -  tha t  i s -  equa l i ty  a s  s amenes s  and  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r ence .  

Thes e  va r i an t s  o f  equa l i ty  r ep res en t  the  tw o  r es pons es  tha t  a l l eged ly  ho ld  

the  po ten t i a l  f o r  add r es s ing  the  con cerns  o f  equa l i ty .  The  p r imary  

d i s t inc t ion  among  the  tw o  ve r s ions  o f  equa l i ty  d i s cus s ed  he reunder  i s  in  

t e rms  o f  the  t r ea tmen t  o f  the  d i f f e r enc es  be tw een  g roups .  

 

Equality as Sameness 
The  no t ion  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  s a menes s  s oun ds  s imp l i s t i c  and  s e l f - exp l ana to ry ,  

bu t  a  deeper  enqu i ry  in fo rms  th a t  th e  s ubs tan t ive  bas e  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  

s amenes s  i s  mu l t i f a r ious  and  compl ica t ed .  Wha t  d i s t ingu i s hes  th i s  

concep t ion  f rom o the r  p rocedu ra l  v iew s  o f  equa l i ty  i s  the  concern  tow ar ds  

the  ac tua l  ou tco me  r a the r  than  th e  t e l eo l og ica l  means .  Thus ,  the  advoca tes  

o f  equa l i ty  a s  s amenes s  w ou ld  a rgue  fo r  unequa l  d i s t r ibu t ions  to  ach ieve  

equa l  ends .  S uch  under s t and ing  c a r e  m ore  fo r  the  r e s o lu t ion  o f  in ju s t i c e  

w h ich  migh t  pu t  s ome  ind iv idua l s  and  g r oups  in to  d i s advan t aged  pos i t ions .  

Thus ,  s uch  pa rad igm  a t t e mp ts  to  e s t a b l i s h  equa l i ty  by  f ac i l i t a t ing  an  

unequa l  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  r e s ou rces ,  r igh t s  o r  r ecogn i t ions .  B e i t z  r e f e r s  to  

s uch  s e t t ing  a s  “a  s y s tem o f  r ep res en t a t ion  [ tha t ]  migh t  s imu l tan eous ly  

t r ea t  p eop le  equa l ly  and  unequa l ly . ” 123 

 

A n  in te r es t ing  c as e  s tudy  fo r  und er s t and ing  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  s am enes s  can  be  

obs e rved  th rough  th e  evo lu t ion  o f  the  f emin i s t  s choo l  o f  though t .  J agg ar  

des c r ibed  the  na tu r e  o f  the  ea r ly  f emin i s t  w orks  a s  bas ed  upon  a  p ro jec t  o f  

inc lu s ion  and  ba l ance ,  w i th  a t t e mp ts  to  p ro jec t  the  imag e  o f  w omen  as  equa l  
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t o  men .  H ow ever ,  s uch  po r t r aya l  and  co mpar i s on  w ere  s oon  ques t ion ed  and  

r ev i s ed . 124 The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  o f  s am enes s  w as  under s tood  in  l i t e r a l  

s ens e  by  the  ea r ly  f em in i s t  g roups .  A c c o rd ing ly ,  th e  a ch ieve men ts  o f  the  

f emin i s t  g roups  w ere  ev a lua ted  in  t e rm s  o f  acqu i r ing  a  s e t  o f  r igh t s  th a t  

w as  a l r eady  pos s es s ed  by  men .  A  s i mi l a r  cas e  cou ld  be  found  in  the  ea r ly  

an t i - s l av e ry  movemen ts ,  p rominen t ly  l ed  by  L inco ln  in  the  N or th  A mer ica .  

The  conc ep t ion  o f  equa l i ty ,  du r ing  the  an t i - s l av e ry  move men t ,  w as  b as ed  

on  abo l i t ion  o f  th e  p r ac t i ce  o f  s l av e ry  and  g r an t  o f  s i mi l a r ,  i f  no t  equa l ,  

r igh t  to  th e  b la ck  s l aves . 125 

 

A  deeper  in t ro s pec t ion  o f  the  und er s t an d ing  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  s am enes s  g ives  

the  idea  tha t  w h i l e  the  in ten t  o f  hav ing  t he  s ame  s e t  o f  r igh t s  f o r  a l l  migh t  

be  a  nob le  on e ,  th e  t r ans la t ion  o f  s uch  r ig h t s  and  f r e edom  b ecom es  a  s ub j ec t  

o f  in te rp r e ta t ion  by  the  m a jo r i ty .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  idea  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

s amenes s  beco mes  an  in s t rum en t  to  fu r t he r  the  im agery  o f  the  domin an t  o r  

ma jo r i ty  g roup  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  Wh en  s een  in  the  backg round  o f  

he te rono rm at iv i ty  and  s uch  in s tan ces  o f  f ounda t ion a l  in ju s t i ces ,  the  go a l  

o f  equa l i ty  o f  s amen es s  f a l l s  s ho r t  o f  ac h iev ing  i t s  pu rpos e .  

 

Equality as difference 
The  concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r e nce  appear s  to  be  d ia met r i ca l ly  

oppos i t e  to  the  concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  s amenes s .  The  tw o  v iew s  t ak e  a  

d i f f e r en t  app ro ach  tow ards  the  s ame  en d  o f  c r ea t ing  a  ju s t  and  en ab l ing  

cond i t ion .  H ow ever ,  th e  fundamen ta l  d i s t inc t ion  be tw e en  the  tw o  

app roaches  i s  tha t  w h i l e  th e  under s t and i ng  o f  equa l i ty  a s  s am enes s  pu r s ues  

the  s ame  s e t  o f  ends  and  me ans  fo r  a l l ,  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r ence  p r es uppos es  

tha t  an  impor tan t  a s pec t  be ing  f r ee  and  equa l  i s  to  be  ab le  to  a s s e r t  on e’ s  

b e l i e f  and  pe r s pec t ive  in  an  unh indered  manner .  Th e  log ic  b eh ind  th e  ide a  

o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r ence  i s  de r ived  f ro m  the  f ac t  tha t  s oc ie ty  compr i s es  o f  

s eve ra l  f r e e  ind iv idua l s  w ho  a r e  un ique  i n  the i r  ab i l i ty  to  pu r s ue  the i r  s e l f -

de f ined  ends . 126 N one  has  the  r igh t  to  d ec la r e  an  id en t i ty  a s  un ju s t  o r  
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une th ic a l  on  w h ims ic a l  g rounds .  Th i s  log ic  a l s o  fo rms  the  fund amen ta l  

p r emis e  o f  th e  modern  d emocra cy .  

 

Wi th  the  un fo ld ing  o f  the  demo cra t i c  t r ad i t ion ,  th e r e  began  a t t e mp ts  to  

r ev i s i t  and  r e in t e rp r e t  th e  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  d i s cou r s es .  

S uch  de l ibe r a t ions  r a i s ed  aw aren es s  and  in te r es t  abou t  s eve r a l  a r eas  o f  

inequa l i ty  and  in ju s t i ce .  The  in s tanc es  o f  s uch  de l ibe r a t ions  cou ld  b e  found  

in  s evera l  f emin i s t  w r i t ings  w h ich  in t ro s pec t  the  na tu r e  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  

d i s cou r s e  to  f ind  a r e as  w h ich  add  to  th e  s ubo rd ina t ion  o f  w omen . 127 Th i s  

r ea l i za t ion  o f  th e  p r eva i l ing  inequa l i t i e s  in s p i r ed  th e  ph i lo s opher s  to  v i ew  

the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  g r e a te r  equ a l i ty  and  f r eedom  in  ‘d i f f e r ence ’  r a the r  than  

‘ s imi la r i ty ’ .  The  inc r eas ing  in t e r es t  in  the  va lue  o f  ‘ ind iv idu a l i ty ’  added  

to  the  appea l  o f  the  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r ence .  Th e  ce l eb ra t ion  o f  the  

‘d i f f e r ences ’  a l s o  encou rag ed  th e  h i th e r to  s ubo rd ina ted  g roups  to  r a i s e  

the i r  con cerns . 128 Th i s  under s t and ing  fu r the r  r ad i ca l i zed  the  d emocr a t i c  

p roces s es  a s  g r ea te r  nu mber  o f  s t ak eh o lde r s  a r e  p r es en t  f o r  d emocra t i c  

de l ibe r a t ions .  A ls o ,  s uch  demo cra t i c  de l ibe r a t ion  t ak es  p lac e  in  a  mu tu a l ly  

s ha red ,  r a the r  than  i mpos ed ,  env i ronm en t .   

 

The  mean in g  o f  equa l i ty ,  thus ,  e s cap es  the  boundar ies  s e t  by  the  no rm at iv e  

under s t and ing  o f  the  domin an t  g roup  a nd  acqu i r es  a  more  con t ex tua l i zed  

na tu r e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th i s ,  t he  concep t  o f  equa l i ty  be comes  more  complex  

and  mu l t i - d i mens iona l .  S cho la r s  l ike ,  Bu t l e r  and  P a teman ,  hav e  r e cogn iz ed  

the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  s eve r e  inequa l i ty  i n  s oc ie ty ,  des p i t e  h av ing  fo rma l  

equa l i ty  a t  po l i t i ca l  f r on t i e r s .  Bu t l e r  i l lu s t r a t e s  tha t  th e  f emin in e  gender  i s  

s t i l l  s ubo rd in a ted  and  s upp res s ed  in  s uch  a  mann er  tha t  i t  r e - es t ab l i s hes  the  

homophob ic  exp res s ions  o f  the  pa t r i a r c ha l  o rde r ,  the r eby  r e in fo rc ing  the  

ex i s t ing  fo rms  o f  h ie r a r chy  and  exc lu s ion . 129 The  conven t iona l  

under s t and ing  o f  s oc ie ty  r e mains  a  cap t ive  o f  the  log ic  o f  b ipo l a r i ty  and  

thus  adheres  to  th e  no rms  o f  he t e rono r mat iv i ty .  The  t r ad i t ion  o f  equa l i ty  
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as  d i f f e r ence  em erges  a s  a  r evo l t  aga in s t  th i s  un ive r s a l i s t i c  t enden cy  and  

opens  up  the  ga t es  o f  de l ib e r a t ion .  

 

The  r i s e  o f  th e  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r en ce  m ade  th e  t a s k  o f  

s t a t e s men  d i f f i cu l t .  The  r es o lu t ion  to  the  concerns  o f  thos e  w ho  

exper ien ced  neg lec t  and  cu l tu r a l  abho r r ence  f ro m th e  s oc ie ty  cou ld  no t  be  

found  w i th in  the  s che mes  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  ju s t i c e .  The  con cerns  r i s ing  f rom  

thes e  l in es  l ed  to  th e  g row th  o f  a  pa r ad i gm  tha t  w as  new  to  th e  champ ions  

o f  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  ju s t i ce .  Fr as e r  has  o f f e r ed  an  in s igh t fu l  d i s cus s ion  o f  the  

s t r a t eg i es  w h ich  migh t  s e rve  the  cas e  o f  thos e  a f f ec t ed  by  th i s  h i the r to  

unknow n  in ju s t i ce .  S he  v iew s  the  po l i t i c s  o f  d i f f e r ence  a s  happen ing  on  

l ines  o f  r ac e ,  e thn ic i t i e s ,  na t iona l i ty ,  g e nder  and  s exua l i ty .  S he  c la i ms  tha t  

the  po l i t i c s  o f  d i f f e r en ce  r equ i r es  the  s t r a t egy  o f  r e cogn i t ive  ju s t i c e  r a th e r  

than  the  r ed i s t r ibu t ive  one .  The  pu rpos e  o f  the  r ecogn i t ive  ju s t i ce  canno t  

be  pu r s ued  th rough  goa l s  o f  ma te r i a l  e qua l i ty .  I n s te ad ,  Fr as e r  s u gges t s  a  

t r ans fo rmat ive  r emedy  w h ich  p r im ar i ly  s eeks  to  b r eak  the  domina t ion  o f  

the  p r eva i l ing  no rma t ive  f r amew ork  an d  cher i s h  th e  neg lec ted  l i f e s ty l es .  

S he  a l s o  d i s cus s es  the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  ‘Suba l t e rn  Coun te rpub l i c s ’  a s  an  

a l t e rn a te  a r ena  o f  the  s ubo rd in a ted  g ro up ,  w here  member s  o f  s uch  g roup  

inven t  and  c i r cu la t e  coun te r - d i s cou r s e  w h ich  in  tu rn  pe rmi t  them to  

fo rmu la t e  oppos i t iona l  in t e rp r e ta t ions  o f  the i r  iden t i t i e s ,  i n t e r es t s  and  

needs .  Thus ,  Fr as e r  conc ep tua l i zes  mu l t ip l i c i ty  o f  pub l i c  s pheres  w h ich  

ho ld s  the  po ten t i a l  to  b road en  the  ho r izo ns  o f  democracy . 130 

 

A no the r  a r ea  o f  app l i ca t ion  w here  t he  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

d i f f e r enc e  f inds  u s e  i s  the  pub l i c - p r iv a te  d iv ide .  Whi le  the  pub l i c  and  

p r iva te  s phere  o f  l i f e  has  been  s een  as  mu tua l ly  ex c lu s iv e ,  th e  con te mpora ry  

under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  f r ee ly  exp lo r es  the  domain  o f  p r iva t e  s phere  to  

f ind  and  r evea l  the  caus a t ion  fo r  s ubo rd ina t ion  and  s upp res s ion  o f  ce r t a in  

g roups . 131 The  inequa l i ty  o f  the  p r iva te  s phere  t akes  a  s eve re  f o rm in  the  
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pub l i c  s phere .  Thus ,  the  inequ a l i t i e s  tha t  a r e  o f t en  h idden  w i th in  the  p r iva te  

s phere  needs  to  be  h igh l igh ted  and  exa mined  in  o rde r  to  neu t r a l i ze  the i r  

adver s e  imp ac t s  in  the  s oc ia l  l i f e .  

The  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r en ce ,  in  s ho r t ,  ce leb ra tes  un iquenes s  

o f  pe r s pec t ives ,  be l i e f s  and  l ived  exp er ie nces  o f  the  ind iv idua l s  and  g roups .  

Thus ,  in s t ead  o f  i r on ing  ou t  o f  d i s s imi la r i t i e s  among  d i f f e r en t  g roups ,  s uch  

under s t and ing  s uppo r t s  h igh l igh t ing  t he  d i f f e r en ces  th a t  de f ine  any  

ind iv idua l  o r  g roup .  Whi l e  s ome  mi gh t  v iew  the  c e leb r a t ion  o f  th e  

d i f f e r enc es  a s  l ead ing  tow ards  c ry s ta l l i z a t ion  o f  iden t i t i e s ,  t he  conc ep t ion  

o f  equa l i ty  a s  d i f f e r ence  t r i e s  to  b r ea k  the  concep t ion  o f  ‘no rma l ’  a s  

f ab r i ca ted  by  the  dominan t  no rma t ive  f r a mew ork .  The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

d i f f e r enc e ,  in  th i s  s ens e ,  i s  bas ed  upon  co - hab i t a t ion  o f  mu l t ip l e  s e t s  o f  

no rmat iv e  f r am ew orks  w i th in  the  s oc i e ty .  
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2.3 Equality as ‘Renegotiation’ 
 

M y  d i s cus s ion  in  the  p r ev ious  s ec t ion  d oes  no t  qua l i fy  a s  a  co mprehens iv e  

r ead ing  o f  th e  conc ep t  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  i t  i s  too  co mplex  a  conc ep t  to  b e  

under s tood  in  s uch  a  b r i e f  s pan .  N ever t he les s ,  a  p r e l im inary  d i s cus s ion  o f  

the  d ive r s e  und er s t and ings  o f  th e  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  g ives  a  f a i r  v i ew  tha t  ou r  

under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  s t ands  f a r  f r om the  ide a l .  O ne  th ing  tha t  has  

become  c lea r  in  the  e a r l i e r  d i s cus s ion  i s  tha t  the  concep t ion  o f  equa l i ty  i s  

r e l a t iona l  and  con tex tu a l ,  and  tha t  i t  m igh t  no t  be  p l aus ib le  to  pu r s ue  an  

idea l - type  cond i t ion  o f  equa l i ty  in  s oc ie ty .  I n  w ha t  f o l low s ,  I  w i l l  a t t e mp t  

to  a rgue  tha t  equa l i ty  i s  a  dynam ic  con cep t  w h ich  changes  i t s  s hape  and  

fo rm fo r  d i f f e r en t  ind iv idu a l s  o r  g roups .  I  s ha l l  a l s o  t r y  to  a rgu e  tha t  s in ce  

the  s oc ie ty  i s  co mpos ed  o f  eve r - chang ing  g roups  o f  ind iv idua l s ,  w ho  engage  

and  d i s engag e  to  s hape  the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  democr a t i c  s oc i e ty ,  the  no t ion  o f  

equa l i ty ,  i n  s uch  c i r cums t ance ,  r e s t s  in  a  s t a t e  o f  f lux . 132 Thus ,  my  

a rgumen ts  w ou ld  t r y  to  e s t ab l i s h  a  log i ca l  l inkage  be tw een  th i s  dynami c  

under s t and ing  o f  th e  idea  o f  the  ‘peop le ’  and  th e  no t ion  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  

‘ r enego t i a t ion ’ .  Th i s  log ica l  conne c t ion  u l t i ma te ly  f i t s  comfo r t ab ly  w i th  

the  no t ion  o f  a  bo rde r l e s s  de mocra cy ,  o r  democr acy  s e en  as  an  ‘ emp ty  

p lace . ’ 133 

 

The  im med i a te  r ep e rcus s ion  o f  v iew ing  d emocra cy  as  an  emp ty  p la ce  i s  tha t  

the  mean ing  and  s cope  o f  d i f f e r en t  p r inc ip les  and  va lues  becom e  s ub jec t  to  

r e - in te rp r e ta t ion  and  r e - con t es ta t ion .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  equa l i ty ,  i n  the  21 s t  

cen tu ry ,  acqu i r es  a  nego t i ab le  cha r ac t e r ,  w here in  the  u rgency  and  s cope  o f  

equa l i ty  beco mes  a  s i t e  o f  nego t i a t ion  i t s e l f .  Th i s  chang e ,  ac co rd ing  to  me ,  

marks  a  pecu l i a r  deve lop men t  in  th e  ev o lu t ion  o f  the  d i s cou r s es  becaus e  

the  founda t iona l  va lues  o f  the  s oc ie t y  i t s e l f  a r e  r ender ed  s ub je c t  to  

r ev i s ion .  A  s imi la r  l ine  o f  a rgumen t  cou ld  be  found  in  the  w orks  o f  Lefo r t  
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and  Fr as e r  w ho  advo ca t e  a  p lu r a l  pub l i c  s phere ,  capab le  o f  r ev i s ing  the  

na tu r e  o f  s oc i e ty . 134 

 

Befo re  ven tu r ing  on to  the  a rgu men ts ,  I  have  p ropos ed  above ,  i t  w ou ld  be  

p ruden t  to  d i s cus s  the  r e as ons  a s  to  w hy  the r e  i s  a  ne ed  to  r ev i s e  ou r  

under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  in  the  con te mpora ry  s cena r io .  Thus ,  I  t ake  a  

paus e  to  exp lo re  the  pos s ib l e  s ho r tco mi ngs  o r  l im i ta t ions  o f  th e  ex i s t ing  

v iew s  on  equa l i ty .  

 

M y  d i s cus s ion  on  the  tw o  pa rad igms  o f  equa l i ty  po in t s  tow ards  a  p a r a l l e l  

under s t and ing  o f  ju s t i ce  in  t e rms  o f  r ed i s t r ibu t ion  and  r ecogn i t ion .  Fr as e r  

has  done  a  de ta i l ed  examin a t ion  o f  th i s  f r amew ork  o f  ju s t i ce . 135 

I n te r es t ing ly ,  th i s  exam ina t ion  o f  f r amew orks  o f  ju s t i ce  a l s o  he lp s  in  

under s t and ing  the  concerns  o f  p rocedu ra l  and  s ubs tan t iv e  equ a l i ty .  Th e  

caus a l  l inks  be tw een  equa l i ty  and  ju s t i ce  appear  w hen  the  p r ac t i ca l  a s pec t s  

o f  the  tw o  a r e  s tud ied  in  d e ta i l .  

 

A s  s imp le  a s  i t  s ounds ,  the  idea  o f  equ a l i ty  tu rn s  co mplex  and  cha l l eng ing  

w hen  the  de t a i l s  o f  w ha t  cons t i tu tes  e qua l i ty  a r e  pu r s ued .  Th e  i s s ue  o f  

equa l i ty  a s  a  f ounda t iona l  a s pec t  o f  democra t i c  d i s cou r s e  pu t s  under  

in te r roga t ion  ou r  under s t and ing  and  be l i e f .  I t  becom es  fu r th e r  c ru c ia l  w hen  

the  concerns  o f  the  h i the r to  neg lec ted  an d  s ubo rd ina ted  s ec t ions  a r e  r a i s ed  

th rough  democra t i c  channe l s .  S uch  ch a l l enges  may  appe ar  to  be  a  con cern  

o f  the  po l i cy - maker s  o r  a  s ub j ec t  o f  ju r i s p rudence  bu t  in  a c tua l i ty  i t  

becomes  a  t e s t  f o r  ou r  d i s cou r s e  and  d emocra t i c  r a t iona le .  Th e  ex i s t ing  

d i s cou r s e  on  equa l i ty  and  democr acy  s om et im es  f a i l s  to  add res s  thes e  i s s ues  

in  an  app rop r ia t e  m anner .  Gu t man  an d  Thomps on  hav e  iden t i f i ed  th i s  

s ho r tcoming  o f  ou r  conven t iona l  d i s cou r s es  and  h igh l igh ted  i t s  t endency  to  

r e fu te  the  e merg ing  c la i ms  o f  equa l i ty  a s  con t r ad ic to ry  to  the  demo cra t i c  
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l og ic  and  to  eu log i ze  no t ions  and  ideas  tha t  go  aga in s t  the  found a t i on a l  

idea l s  o f  a  d emocra cy . 136 

 

The  b roaden ing  o f  the  mean ing  o f  equa l i t y  w ou ld  r equ i r e  much  de l ibe r a t ion .  

A  pos s ib le  r ep ly  i s  o f t en  p roduced  in  t e rms  o f  p ropos a l  o f  a  new  s ub - type 

o f  the  idea l . 137 Bu t  s uch  ex erc i s e  migh t  p r ove  to  b e  an  end l es s  t a s k ,  g iven  

the  eve r - exp and ing  and  in t r i ca t e  s t r uc tu r e  o f  human  s oc ie ty .  Fu r the r ,  s uch  

ac t iv i ty  m igh t  end  up  w i thou t  any  s ubs tan t i a l  r e s u l t ,  l e s t  the  founda t iona l  

concerns  a r e  adh ered  to .  A  more  p ruden t  t a s k ,  in s t ead ,  i s  to  look  back  a t  

the  found ing  va lues  tha t  de f in e  the  f r amew ork  o f  ou r  under s t and ing .  To  

a f f ec t  a  r e l evan t  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  i s  more  o f  a  h e rmen eu t i c  t a s k ,  

a s  i t  b r ings  toge th e r  d ive r s e  and  abs t r ac t  concerns  w h ich  a r e  to  be  adap ted  

to  the  po l i t i ca l  and  h i s to r i ca l  c i r cums t a nce . 138 

 

The  cen t r a l i ty  o f  the  idea l s  l ike  equa l i t y  and  l ib e r ty  i s  ma in ta in ed  due  to  

the  omni - r e levan t  pos i t ion  o f  s uch  v a lu es .  Wi th  ch ang ing  t i mes ,  a  r ev i s i t  

t o  ou r  found a t ion a l  v a lues  ens u res  th a t  t he  under s t and ing  o f  s uch  va lues  i s  

r e l evan t  and  pos i t iv e .  Th i s  con t ex tua l i zed  under s t and ing  o f  an  idea l  i s  

be t t e r  exp l a ined  by  Bu t l e r  w ho  v iew s  ou r  be l i e f s  and  ideas  a s  a  f ac to r  o f  

ou r  no rmat ive  f r a mew ork .  Th i s  no rma t iv e  f r am ew ork ,  c l a ims  Bu t l e r ,  l eads  

the  ind iv idua l  to  th ink  tha t  the  s y s tem o f  be l i e f s  i s  r a t iona l  and  n a tu r a l . 139 

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  ou r  v i s ion  and  pe r s pec t ive  b ecome  cap t ive  o f  the  log ic  o f  s uch  

no rmat iv e  f r amew ork  and  w e  f a i l  t o  obs e rve  any  ju s t i ce  happ en ing  ou t s ide  

the  f ron t i e r s  o f  ou r  no rmat ive  under s t an d ing .  

 

Th inker s  l ike  D ah l  have  a l s o  ag reed  th a t  the  dominan t  s t r uc tu r es  o r  g roups  

o f  the  s oc ie ty  hav e  a  t endency  to  r e in fo rce  th e i r  pos i t ions  by  u s ing  

ph i lo s ophy  as  w e l l  a s  pow er .  D ah l  goes  to  the  ex ten t  o f  s ay ing  tha t  

‘ph i lo sopher s  a l s o  con t r ibu te  to  the  de f e ns e  o f  e l i t e  ru le . ’ 140 H ow ever ,  s uch  

no rmat iv e  f r amew ork  i s  no t  unamendab l e .  The  pub l i c  i magery  i s  s ub jec t  to  
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change  w i th  t ime  and  c i r cu ms tanc e .  Bu t  a  cons c ious  and  pe r s i s t en t  e f fo r t  

i s  needed  to  aw ak en  the  s oc i e ty  a s  w e l l  a s  the  d i s cou r s e  to  the  ex i s t en ce  o f  

en t i t i e s  beyond  the  no rm at ive ly  de f in e d  w or ld .  S uch  amb i t ious  t a s k  has  

been  ca r r i ed  on  s evera l  occ as ions  in  the  h i s to ry , 141 and  my  a t t emp t  does  no t  

t r y  to  do  the  impos s ib le .  

 

I n s tead  o f  p ropos ing  a  new  p arad ig m  o r  s t r uc tu r e ,  my  a t t e mp t  i s  to  c r ea te  

a  r ea l i za t ion  w i th in  the  ex i s t ing  d i s cou r s e  o f  the  p r es ence  an d  pos s ib i l i ty  

o f  ‘neg le c t ’ .  I  choos e  the  t e r m ‘n eg le c t ’  f o r  s ome  s pec i f i c  r eas ons .  Wh i le  

the  ev id en t  c as es  o f  inequa l i ty  a r e  thos e  mark ed  by  b ias  and  

s ubo rd ina t ion , 142 t h e r e  i s  a lw ays  a  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  cas es  w her e in  the  ex i s t ing  

no rmat iv e  s t ruc tu r es  does  no t  even  con s ide r  the  ex i s t enc e  o f  en t i t i e s  o r  

g roups  f ac ing  in equa l i ty  due  to  s uch  neg lec t .  Whi l e  s uch  a t t i tude  m igh t  no t  

l ead  to  d i r ec t  a t t a cks ,  the  deg ree  o f  in ju s t i ce  acco rd ed  on  accoun t  o f  s uch  

neg lec t  t r ans la te s  in to  a  c r i s i s  o f  human i ty .  Th e  cas e  o f  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s ,  w h ich  I  hav e  t aken  up ,  i s  one  s uch  in s tanc e .  

 

A  majo r  cha l l enge  to  the  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty ,  thus ,  i s  the  t end ency  

to  c ry s ta l l i z e  i t s  mean ing  w h ich  s u f f oca tes  i t s  r e l a t iona l  a s pec t .  The  

r e l a t iona l  and  con tex tu a l  mean ing  o f  eq ua l i t y ,  a s  I  hav e  been  d i s cus s ing ,  

imp l i e s  tha t  the  idea  o f  equ a l i ty  c an no t  be  con te mp la ted  in  t e rms  o f  

ind iv idua l s  w ho  a r e  an  ‘unencumbered  s e l f ’ . 143 The  ro le  o f  equa l i ty  comes  

in to  p lay  du r ing  th e  dynam ics  o f  in te r - pe r s ona l  and  in te r - g roup  

r e la t ions h ip s .  D ur in g  s uch  in t e rp lay  o f  r eas on ,  i t  i s  c ruc ia l  th a t  th e  bo rde r s  

a r e  kep t  open  in  o rde r  to  a l low  fo r  the  r ev i s ion  o f  the  under s t and ings .  

A mids t  the  t enden cy  to  c ry s ta l l i z e  ou r  under s t and ing  o f  the  found a t ion a l  

va lues ,  w e  t end  to  lo s e  the  ve ry  m ean ing  o f  s uch  fou nda t iona l  va lue  i t s e l f .  

A ny  a t t emp t  to  de f in e  equa l i ty  in  t e r ms  o f  a  ce r t a in  pa r ad igm  t ends  to  b ind  

the  ve ry  de f in i t ion  o f  the  con cep t  i t s e l f .  
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The Idea of ‘People’ 
The  idea  o f  peop l e  p lays  an  impor t an t  r o le  in  the  conc ep tua l i z a t ion  o f  the  

concep t  o f  equa l i ty .  The  no t ion  o f  th e  pe op le  has  tw o  as pec t s  p e r t a in ing  to  

my  d i s cus s ion .  O ne  r e la t e s  to  the  no t i on  o f  peop le  a s  a  co l l e c t iv i ty  o f  

ind iv idua l s ,  i r r e s pe c t iv e  o f  the i r  e thn ic  o r  po l i t i ca l  a f f i l i a t ion .  Th i s  v iew  

def ines  the  peop le  in  t e rms  o f  equa l  h uman  ind iv idua l s ,  ea ch  hav ing  an  

equa l  f ounda t iona l  human  va lue .  I t  i s  th i s  inna te  found a t ion a l  equa l i ty  o f  

ind iv idua l s  w h ich  acco rds  the  r igh t  to  th e  opp res s ed  to  r a i s e  vo ice  aga in s t  

the  opp res s o r .  The  ph i lo s oph ica l  t r ad i t ion  has  o f t en  t a lk ed  abou t  th i s  

inhe ren t  f ounda t iona l  r igh t  o f  ev e ry  ind i v idua l .  Th i s  f ounda t iona l  a s pe c t  o f  

equa l i ty  i s  th e  p r i mary  mov ing  fo r ce  b eh ind  any  vo ice  o f  d i s s en t  in  the  

po l i t i ca l  s oc ie ty .  

 

S econd  as pec t  o f  th e  under s t and ing  o f  ‘p eop le ’  r e l a t e s  to  the  s oc io - po l i t i ca l  

con tex t .  The  s oc i a l  m i l i eu  o f  an  ind iv id ua l  i s  in s c r ib ed  w i th in  a  no rm at iv e  

f r amew ork  w h ich  i s  l a rg e ly  de f ined  by  t he  dominan t  g roups  o f  the  s oc ie ty .  

O ur  be l i e f s  and  p r e f e r enc es  a r e  gen e ra l ly  s hap ed  by  thes e  no rma t ive  

cons t ruc t s . 144 H ow ever ,  w i th  th e  g r adu a l  un fo ld ing  o f  th e  p roc es s  o f  

democra t i z a t ion ,  th e  s t r ongho ld  o f  t he  no rmat iv e  f r amew ork  o f  the  

dominan t  g roup  h as  been  cha l l eng ed  by ,  w ha t  Fras e r  r e f e r  to  a s ,  th e  

‘ s uba l t e rn  coun te rpub l i c s ’ 145 w h ich  pos e  a  cha l l enge  to  the  l eg i t im acy  o f  

the  ex i s t ing  no rma t ive  s t ruc tu r e s  o f  the  s oc ie ty ,  and  o f f e r  a  b r eak th rough  

f rom the  s t ru c tu r es  tha t  appear s  to  pe rp e tua t e  inequ a l i ty  on to  o the r s .  Th e  

no t ion  o f  peop le ,  in  th i s  con tex t ,  t akes  th e  fo rm o f  con tend ing  pe r s pec t iv es ,  

each  hav ing  i t s  ow n  no rmat ive  f r am e w ork .  The  overa l l  r e s u l t  o f  the  

con tes ta t ion  o f  d i f f e r en t  g roups  o f  in te r es t s  p r es en t s  i t s e l f  in  t e r ms  o f  a  

r ad ica l i z ed  ve r s ion  o f  po l i t i c s  w h ich  r emains  in  a  s t a t e  o f  f lux .  S uch  

r ev i s ion  does  no t  s top  w i th  p a r t i cu la r  po l i t i ca l  even t  bu t  f low s  th rough  the  

democra t i c  l i f e  o f  a  po l i ty .  Renan  under s tood  th i s  r ev i s ionary  ch a rac te r  o f  

a  po l i ty  and  r e f e r r ed  to  a  na t ion - s t a t e  a s  bas ed  on  a  ‘da i ly  p leb i s c i t e . ’ 146 
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I n  the  21 s t  cen tu ry ,  w hen  the  d i f f e r en t  g roups  a r e  empow ered  enough  to  

r a i s e  th e i r  concerns ,  the  cons c ien ce  o f  th e  s oc ie ty  be comes  a  ka le idos cop ic  

r ea l i ty .  The  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty ,  w i th  r e f e r ence  to  the  o rgan ic  im age  o f  the  

‘peop le ’ ,  b ecom es  dynam ic  and  r ev i s i onary .  I t  i s  th i s  cha r ac t e r  o f  the  

s oc ie ty  th a t  a cco rds  a  bo rde r l e s s  cha rac t e r i s t i c  to  the  d emocra cy  as  w e l l .  

 

Equality as ‘renegotiation’ 
H av ing  a rgued  tha t  the  conc ep t  o f  equa l i ty  canno t  be  s tud ied  in  t e r m  o f  a  

c ry s ta l l i zed  no t ion ,  I  now  come  to  d i s cu s s  w ha t  equa l i ty  a s  ‘ r en ego t i a t ion ’  

means .  H ow ever ,  be fo re  do ing  tha t  i t  i s  p ruden t  to  r eca l l  the  r eas on  w hy  

equa l i ty  s hou ld  be  open  to  r enego t i a t ion .  I  have  t r i ed  to  d i s cus s  the  con cep t  

o f  democr acy  as  a  bo rde r l e s s  en t i ty ,  o r  a n  ‘ emp ty  p l ace , ’ 147 w h ich  i s  s ub je c t  

to  cons tan t  r ev i s ion .  Th i s  conc ep t ion  o f  a  bo rde r l e s s  de mocracy  can  b e  

r ea l i zed  w hen  the  peop le  inh ab i t ing  th i s  po l i t i ca l  s pac e  a r e  open  to  change .   

The  m ean ing  o f  equ a l i ty ,  a c t ing  a s  a  b r idge  be tw een  the  ‘p eop le ’  and  

democra cy ,  be comes  s ub j ec t  to  r e in te rp r e ta t ion ,  g iv en  the  n a tu r e  o f  th e  tw o  

ends .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  concep tua l i ze  the  under s t and ing  o f  equa l i ty  in  

concre t e  t e rms ,  a s  i t  w ou ld ,  then ,  con t r a d ic t  the  ma l l eab le  ch a rac te r  o f  ou r  

democra t i c  s pace .  The  concep t  o f  equa l i ty  p lays  an  impor tan t  r o le  in  a  

democra t i c  s oc i e ty  bec aus e  the  id ea  o f  peop le  s upp lem en ts  the  v i ew  o f  

democra cy  as  f r e e - f loa t ing  o r  a s  an  ‘ emp ty  p l a ce . ’ 148 S uch  under s t and ing  o f  

equa l i ty  e s t ab l i s hes  a  caus a l  l inkag e  be tw een  equa l i ty  a s  a  f ounda t ion a l  

va lue  o f  a  d emocra t i c  cu l tu r e  and  th e  fo rmal  de mocra t i c  s e tup .  

 

H ow ever ,  a  c l a r i ty  on  the  under s t and in g  o f  the  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  a  

democra cy  i s  u rgen t ly  r equ i r ed  b ecaus e  the  de mocra t i c  s oc i e t i e s  have  a  

t endency  to  in c l in e  tow ards  the  domi nan t  g roups ,  and  the r eby  becom e  

s ubs tan t ive ly  un - de mocra t i c .  Thus ,  i t  i s  no t  neces s a ry  tha t  a  democracy  

w ou ld  a lw ays  move  tow ards  the  goa l  o f  ach iev ing  the  idea l  o f  equa l i ty  and  

l ibe r ty .  The  me taphys ic a l  f r am ew orks  o f  s eve ra l  th ink er s  l ike -  A r i s to t l e  

and  M i l l ,  have  adm i red  the  de mocra t i c  s y s tems  bu t  s t i l l  ended  up  s uppo r t ing  
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a  non - democra t i c  a r r ange men ts . 149 S imi la r ly ,  Tocquev i l l e  had  r ecogn i zed  

the  pos s ib i l i ty  o f  a  de mocra t i c  s oc i e ty  t u rn ing  in to  a  des po t i c  one ,  i f  t he  

va lue  o f  equa l i ty  i s  no t  ens u red  a t  hea r t  and  in  s ubs tance . 150 I n  o rde r  to  

p r even t  s uch  t r ans fo rm at ion  o f  a  demo cr a cy  in to  a  non - demo cra t i c  r eg ime ,  

Be i t z  s ugges t s  tha t  th e  po l i t i ca l  con t emp la t ion  on  equ a l i ty  s ha l l  dw e l l  upon  

the  a r e as  w h ich  f a c i l i t a t e  and  enc ou rage  equa l i ty  th rough  equ a l  

pa r t i c ipa t ion  and  s t a tu s  in  th e  pub l i c  s pa ces . 151 S e t t ing  r ig id  goa l s  o r  id ea l s  

w ou ld  p rove  to  be  a  s e l f - de f ea t ing  exe rc i s e  a s  the  na tu r e  and  s cope  o f  

democra t i c  idea l s  ch ange  w i th  t im e  and  con tex t .  

 

Equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  a l s o  s e rves  th e  pu rpos e  o f  a  democr a t i c  s oc ie ty  

by  in s u la t ing  the  cu r r en t s  o f  dom ina t i on .  Gu tm an  and  Thomps on  hav e  

h igh l igh t ed  a  t enden cy  o f  ou r  s ens e  o f  j u s t i ce  be ing  b l inded  by  the  pow er  

o f  the  dominan t  f r am ew ork . 152 S uch  s i tua t ion  l eads  to  a  po in t  w here  even  

the  s oc ia l  d i s cou r s e  beg in s  to  ju s t i f y  the  unequa l  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  pow er  and  

p r iv i l eg es .  D ah l  has  h igh l igh te d  th i s  t endency  in  a  d emocr a t i c  s oc ie ty  

w here  the  dominan t  pe r s pec t ive  s t a r t s  to  appear  a s  the  on ly  t r u th . 153 I  have  

pu r s ued  th i s  l ine  o f  a rgu men t  w h i le  d i s cus s ing  th e  c as e  o f  coe rc ed  

inv i s ib i l i ty  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  H ow ever ,  a  r ecou r s e  to  s uch  s i tua t ion  

cou ld  be  found  on ly  th rough  r e f e r e nce  to  the  ide a  o f  equa l i ty  a s  

r enego t i a t ion .  By  r em ain ing  in s u la t ed  f rom the  in f lu ence  o f  any  pa r t i cu l a r  

no rmat iv e  f r am ew ork ,  the  no t ion  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  b ecom es  an  

empow er ing  too l  in  the  hands  o f  the  op p r es s ed  to  r a i s e  the i r  vo i ces .  The  

cond i t ions  o f  equ a l i ty  a l low  a  d emo cracy  to  a l low  the  mu l t i f a r ious  

con tes t ing  c la ims  to  con tes t  on  t e rms  o f  r ec ip roc i ty  and  mu tua l - r es pec t .  

 

The  under s t and ing  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  a  r eneg o t i ab l e  concep t  does  no t  t ak e  aw ay  

i t s  no r ma t ive  bas e .  R a the r ,  i t  f r ees  th e  pe r c ep t ion  o f  equ a l i ty  f r om  the  

l imi ta t ions  o f  a  pa r t i cu la r  no r mat ive  f r amew ork .  Thus ,  w h i l e  s eek ing  the  

goa l s  o f  equa l i ty  in  t e rms  o f  p roced u ra l  and  s ubs tan t ive  as pec t s ,  an  
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under s tand ing  o f  equa l i ty  a s  a  n ego t i ab le  concep t  mak e  i t  s ub je c t  to  

de l ibe r a t iv e  con t es ta t ion  in  a  he a l thy  and  acco mmoda t ive  mann er .  The  

ques t ions  and  doub t s  r ega rd ing  the  e mphas i s  on  ‘ r e -nego t i ab i l i ty ’  o f  

equa l i ty  be comes  add r es s ed  w hen  th e  mu l t i - e thn ic  n a tu r e  o f  modern  

democra cy  i s  cons ide red .  S uch  empha s i s  b r eaks  the  dominan t  pos i t ion  

en joyed  by  a  s pec i f i c  g roup /pe r s pe c t iv e  and  p laces  a l l  con tes t ing  s ec t ions  

on  an  equa l  f oo t ing .  Thus ,  the  no t ion  o f  equa l i ty  a s  r en ego t i a t ion  beco mes  

cen t r a l  to  the  con tempor a ry  under s t and ing  o f  demo cracy ,  w he the r  a s  an  

‘ emp ty  p l ace ’ 154,  o r  in  t e rms  o f  ‘ r ad ica l  democr acy , ’ 155 o r  a s  a  ‘da i ly  

p leb i s c i t e . ’ 156 

 

The  21 s t  c en tu ry  has  be en  ha i l ed  a s  th e  age  o f  demo cracy . 157 Th i s  a l l eged  

un ive r s a l  acc ep tan ce  o f  democra cy  a l s o  ha rb inger s  an  accep tan ce  o f  i t s  

f ound ing  idea l s  o f -  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty .  H ow ever ,  the  de l ibe r a t ions  over  

the  mean ing  and  s cope  o f  demo cracy  co n t inue  to  i mpres s  the  a t t en t ion  o f  

the  s cho la r s  due  to  the  d i f f e r ence s  over  the  under s t and ing  and  

in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  i t s  f ound ing  va lues .  Equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  i s  an  

empow er ing  too l  f o r  the  neg l ec ted  s ec t io ns  w ho  a r e  now  ab le  to  vo ice  the i r  

concerns  w i th in  the  d emocr a t i c  s pace .  Th i s  r enew ed  con f idenc e  no t  on ly  

encou rages  the  h i th e r to  s ubo rd ina ted  g roups  to  come  fo rw ard ,  bu t  a l s o  

g ives  a  s ens e  o f  d ign i ty  to  thos e  w ho  ha v e  been  neg lec ted .  

 

Th i s  r enew ed  p e r s pec t iv e  tow ards  th e  va lue  o f  equa l i ty  and  democr acy  

s ugges t s  a  log ic  o f  ‘ equa l i ty  a s  an  i n t e r es t ’  o f  the  p r es en t  demo cra t i c  

g roups .  Th i s  log ic  s ugges t s  tha t  the  v a lue  o f  equa l i ty  bes tow s  a  s e t  o f  

capab i l i t i e s  and  r igh t s  w h ich  be com e  in s t rumen ta l  in  mod ern  day  

democra c ies .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  s eve ra l  o f  th e  con te mpora ry  s oc ia l  movem en ts  

r a i s e  demands  fo r  an  equa l  s ta tu s  r a the r  than  an  equa l i z ed  pos i t ion . 158 Th i s  

a rgumen t  d r aw s  a  pa r a l l e l  w i th  Fr as e r ’ s  ana ly s i s  o f  th e  po l i t i c s  o f  

r ecogn i t ion  and  r ed i s t r ibu t ion 159 and  a l s o  bu i ld s  a  r e f e r ence  w i th  Sen’ s  
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capab i l i ty  app roach . 160 Th i s  concern  tow ar ds  ‘ equa l i ty  a s  an  i n t e r es t ’  o f t en  

p roduces  f r i c t ion  w i th  the  more  r ed i s t r ibu t iv e  s t r a t egy  w h ich  po r t r ays  

‘ in te r es t  a s  equa l i ty . ’  

 

The  r enew ed  focus  on  equ a l i ty  a s  r e - neg o t i ab i l i ty  cou ld  g ive  s e c t ions  l ike  

a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  an  ab i l i t y  to  a s s e r t  th e i r  c l a ims  fo r  equa l i ty  and  

d ign i ty .  Wi th  the  pow er  to  r enego t i a t e  the i r  c l a i ms  and  concerns ,  s uch  

neg lec ted  s ec t ions  a r e  ab l e  to  m ake  th ems e lves  v i s ib le  to  th e  d i s cou r s e  

w h ich  o the rw is e  d en ies  the i r  p r es ence .  Gu tm an  and  Thomps on  hav e  s een  

th i s  a s  an  ac t  o f  co l l ec t ive  mor a l  de l ibe r a t ion  w h ich  p laces  pa r t i cu l a r  

concerns  amids t  th e  po l i t i ca l  a r ena  o f  th e  s oc ie ty . 161 S uch  a  s oc ie ty  ens u res  

tha t  no  ind iv idua l  o r  g roup  has  to  r e luc t an t ly  acc ep t  a  d ec i s ion  tha t  f o r c es  

one  to  l iv e  in  s e l f - d en ia l  o r  s e l f - ha t r ed . 162  

 

The  c la i ms  o f  ach iev ing  the  des i r ed  equa l i ty  under  the  conven t iona l  mod e l s  

o f  democracy  ( majo r i t a r i an i s m)  f a i l  t o  ens u re  the  p ro te c t ion  o f  th e  

mino r i t i e s  and  o th e r  vu ln e rab le  g roups  a s  i t  bo r row s  exces s ive ly  f rom th e  

majo r i t a r i an  no rmat ive  codes .  Thus ,  the  pe r cep t ion  o f  a  ‘ good  man’ ,  ‘ good  

woman’  and  a  ‘ good  c i t i z en ’  i s  co lo r ed  by  the  under ly ing  no rma t ive  

in te rp r e ta t ions . 163 U nder  s uch  s e t t ing ,  t he  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s  f ind  i t  

d i f f i cu l t  t o  ma in ta in  th e i r  s e l f - pe r c ep t i ons  f r ee ly .  Th i s  i s  no t  to  s uppo r t  

thos e  hav ing  ma levo l en t  a t t i tude  tow ard s  o the r s , 164 bu t  an  over a r ch ing  s e t  

o f  no rmat ive  ru l es  appe ar  to  s t and  t a l l e r  than  th e  l ev ia than 165 t h a t  p ro tec t s  

ou r  s oc ie ty .  U nder  s uch  cond i t ions ,  i t  i s  no t  an  eas y  t a s k  to  in t roduc e  a  

change ,  l e t  a lone  a  ch ange  in  the  no rmat i ve  s t ruc tu r e .  A s  D ah l  has  obs e rved  

tha t  ‘ the  ob s tac l es  to  po l i t i c a l  equa l i ty  have  a lw ays  and  everyw here  been  

fo rmidab l e…  A  ga in  tha t  i s  eno r mous  f rom a  h i s to r i c a l  pe r s pec t ive  may  

s eem modes t  w hen  meas u red  ag a in s t  id e a l  s t andards . ’ 166 
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A  f r amew ork  tha t  s e t s  r ig id  no r mat ive  q ua l i f i ca t ions  and  ou tc as tes  o the r s  

becomes  a  s u f foca t ing  exp er ien ce  fo r  thos e  w hos e  l i f e - cho ices  a r e  

s t e r eo typed ,  neg l ec t ed  and  exc luded  f ro m the  t e r r i to ry  o f  mora l i ty .  Be i t z  

r e f e r  to  s uch  s e c t ions  o f  exc lud ed  pe r s ons  a s  ‘ s oc ia l ly  dead ’  H e  fu r the r  

des c r ibes  the  s i tu a t ion  w hen  th e  pub l i c  po l i c i e s  and  conven t ions  r e f l ec t  an  

inc l in a t ion  tow ards  a  s pec i f i c  no rmat i ve  code  w h i ch  t end  to  g iv e  an  

impres s ion  o f  b e ing  ex c luded  and  s hu nned  to  s om e  mino r i ty  g roups . 167 

U nder  s uch  c i r cums tan ces ,  the  no r mat iv e  be l i e f s  a cqu i r e  a  po l i t i c a l  pow er  

and  becom e  a  s ou rce  o f  co e rc ion .  

 

N o  in te rp r e ta t ion  o f  equ a l i ty ,  o r  any  o t he r  va lu e ,  cou ld  mak e  up  fo r  s uch  

exc lu s ion  and  n eg le c t .  The  on ly  r e s p i t e  i s  ava i l ab le  w hen  the  v e ry  

under s t and ing  o f  the  f ounda t iona l  va lu e s  i s  pu t  under  the  l ens ,  and  equa l  

oppo r tun i ty  i s  g iven  to  eve ry  s e c t ion  o f  t he  s oc ie ty  to  de f in e  and  r e in te rp re t  

the  no rmat ive  f r amew ork .  Be i t z  has  iden t i f i ed  th i s  r ev i s ionary  cha ra c te r  o f  

democra cy  as  i t s  de f in ing  f ea tu r e  and  c la i med  tha t  no  pub l i c  in s t i tu t ion  

s hou ld  r e in fo rce  any  pa r t i cu la r  no t ion  o r  pe r s pec t iv e . 168 

 

The Case of Alternate sexualities 
The  p r im ary  s ub jec t  o f  my  s tudy  i s  th e  c oncerns  o f  the  a l t e rn a te  s exu a l i t i e s  

w i th in  a  democra t i c  s t r uc tu r e .  Thus ,  i t  becomes  an  ines cap ab le  pa r t  o f  my  

r es ea r ch  to  d i s cus s  my  a rgum en ts  in  l ig h t  o f  th e  con cerns  o f  the  a l t e rna t e  

s exua l i t i e s .  I  hav e  a rgued  in  th e  p r eced ing  p ages  th a t  th e  a l t e rna te  

s exua l i t i e s  cons t i tu te  one  o f  the  ma in  v i c t ims  o f  neg l ec t  and  ou t cas te .  Th i s  

i s  p rominen t ly  du e  to  the  deep ly  en t r e nched  no rm at iv e  s t ruc tu r es  w h ich  

s t and  to  r e fu te  th e  ve ry  ex i s t en ce  o f  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s .  When  the  

no rmat iv e  f r a mew ork  o f  the  s oc i e ty  i s  ba s ed  on  a  b i - po la r  under s t and ing  o f  

gender ,  i t  b ecom es  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ba rga in  fo r  equa l i ty  f r om w i th in  the  

ju r i s d ic t ion  o f  s uch  no rmat ive  s t ruc tu r e .  S uch  s ys tem leaves  on ly  tw o  

cho ices  to  thos e  w ho  a r e  unab l e  to  f i t - in :  e i the r  s u r r end er  to  the  no rma t ive  

ju r i s p rudence  and  f i t - in to  the  b ipo la r  ca tego r iz a t ion ;  o r ,  l i ve  in  a  s t a t e  o f  
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s e l f - ha t r ed  and  s oc ia l  abho r r en ce .  E i the r  o f  the  s i tua t ion  do es  no t  qua l i fy  

a s  a  r e s pec t fu l  o r  ju s t  cond i t ion .  

 

The  p rob lem  w i th  fo l low ing  the  t r ad i t io na l  concep t ions  o f  equa l i ty  i s  tha t  

i t  i s  bas ed  on  the  p r emis e  o f  con fo rmi ty  to  in s t i tu t ions  and  s oc ia l  

p r ac t i ces . 169 A s  a  r e s u l t ,  a l l  t he  p rov i s o  o f  equa l i ty  and  l ibe r ty  be comes  

cond i t ion a l  upon  the  ind iv idua l  adhere nce  to  the  no rm at iv e  codes  o f  the  

s oc ie ty .  S uch  a r r angem en t ,  w hen  checke d  fo r  l ap s es  o f  ju s t i ce ,  f a i l s  to  f ind  

any  f au l t  i n  hav ing  neg l ec t ed  thos e  w ho  f a l l  ou t s ide  th e  t e r r i to ry  s e t  by  the  

no rmat iv e  codes .  Thus ,  the  i s s ue  o f  in ju s t i ce  beco mes  an  i s s ue  o f  iden t i ty  

i t s e l f .  

 

The  fo rma l  s e tup  o f  demo cracy  a l lo w s  the  numer ic  equ a l i ty  o f  a l l  

i nd iv idua l s .  Thus ,  w h i l e  the  a l t e rna te  s e xua l i t i e s  a r e  ab le  to  r eg i s t e r  the i r  

mor ta l  p r es ence  a s  a  gender le s s - numer ic  body , 170 t h e i r  p r es enc e  a t  the  

no rmat iv e  g rounds  o f  de l ibe r a t ion  i s  m a de  inv i s ib le .  The  idea  o f  equa l i ty  

a s  r enego t i a t ion  does  no t  in t roduc e  s ome th ing  r ad i ca l ,  a s  s i mi la r  f r amew ork  

o f  under s t and ing  cou ld  be  iden t i f i ed  in  i deas  l ike  ‘ r ad i ca l  democra cy ’ 171 o r  

democra cy  as  an  ‘ emp ty  p lac e . ’ 172 M y  a rgumen ts  s eek  to  h igh l igh t  th e  ro l e  

o f  de l ibe r a t io n  in  the  po l i t i ca l  a s  w e l l  a s  pe r s ona l  s phere  s o  tha t  the  

ca tego ry  o f  des i r ab le  and  ju s t  migh t  be  f r eed  o f  no rmat iv e  r e s t r i c t ions .  

M oreover ,  s uch  d e l ib e r a t ions  and  con te mp la t ions  a r e  no t  a  one - t ime  ac t ,  

bu t  an  ongo ing  ex erc i s e  and  char ac t e r i s t i c  o f  a  de mocra cy .  I n t roduc t ion  o f  

s uch  de l ibe r a t ive  a s pe c t s  in  the  under s t and ing  o f  ou r  democra t i c  idea l s  

e s t ab l i s h  the  l ega cy  o f  ‘ equa l i ty  a s  an  i n t e r es t ’  w h ich  gu ides  th e  fu r th e r  

con temp la t ion  by  r em ind ing  o f  ou r  foun d ing  idea l s .   

 

The  t r ue  d emocr a t i c  r igh t s  o f  th e  a l t e rn a te  s exua l i t i e s  l i e  in  be ing  ab l e  to  

a s s e r t  the i r  iden t i ty  and  l i f e s ty le .  Equa l i ty  f o r  th e  a l t e rna te  s exua l i t i e s ,  a s  

f o r  o the r  neg le c ted  g roups ,  does  no t  l i e  in  f ind ing  a  p la ce  w i th in  the  
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ex i s t ing  pa r ad igm  o f  va lues ,  bu t  in  r e de f in ing  th e  founda t ion a l  va lues  

i t s e l f .  I t  i s  a l s o  t r ue  th a t  s uch  r e - und e r s t and ing  i s  no t  pos s ib l e  th rough  

decons t ruc t ion  o f  th e  ex i s t ing  s t ruc tu r es .  Ra the r ,  I  b e l i eve  tha t  a  r ev i s ion  

in  the  under s t and ing  o f  th e  founda t ion a l  p r inc ip l es  o f  democracy  i s  pos s ib le  

on ly  th rough  de l ib e r a t ive  e f fo r t s  a t  s eve ra l  l eve l s  s imu l taneous ly .  I t  w ou ld  

be  inco r r ec t  to  b e l i eve  tha t  the  conc e p t ion  o f  the  s oc ie ty  i s  s om eth ing  

unamendab le .  H a l l  hav e  a rgued  tha t  ‘ “h i s to ry”  i s  a lw ays  an  a r t i f i c i a l  

cons t ruc t ,  one  tha t  dep ends  upon  numerous  ac t s  o f  in te r p r e t a t ion ,  

exc lu s ion ,  and  in fo rmat ion  s hap ing  th a t  r e f l ec t  inev i t ab ly  and  inde l ib ly  the  

be l i e f s  and  b i as es  o f  the  h i s to r i an  o r  c r i t i c . ’ 173 The  pu rpos e  o f  a  de l ibe r a t ive  

democra cy  i s  to  a l low  an  equa l  opp o r tun i ty  to  d i f f e r en t  g roups  and  

iden t i t i e s  to  p a r t i c i pa te  in  the  p roc es s  o f  de f in ing  th e i r  no rm at iv e  codes  

and  ends .  

 

Equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  imp l ies  an  ong o ing  p roces s  to  r ev i s i t  and  r ed e f ine  

the  founda t iona l  a s pec t s  o f  equ a l i ty  w h ic h  then  s e t  the  cou r s e  o f  demo cra t i c  

goa l s .  U n l ike  the  id ea  o f  equa l i ty  o f  ou tcome  o r  oppo r tun i ty ,  the  ide a  o f  

equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  l e t s  the  p eop l e  dec ide  abou t  the  cond i t ions  th a t  

qua l i f y  th em to  be  ca l l ed  a s  equa l .  Th i s  i s  an  impor tan t  and  much  n eeded  

in te rven t ion  in  the  concep tua l i za t ion  o f  equ a l i ty  a s  i t  b r eaks  the  

r e s t r i c t ions  s e t  by  the  no rmat ive  f r am e w ork  and  a l low s  the  un fo ld ing  o f  

democra cy  on  a  bo rd e r l e s s  bas i s .  Equa l i ty  a s  r enego t i a t ion  t r ans f e r s  th e  

ya rds t i ck  o f  meas u r ing  th e  deg ree  o f  eq ua l i ty  p r es en t  in  s oc ie ty  f rom the  

no rmat iv e  under s t and ing  o f  the  s oc ie ty  and  en t ru s t s  i t  w i th  the  g roups  and 

pa r t i c ipan t s  w ho  con tes t  and  de l ib e r a t e  t o  pu r s ue  the  bes t  pos s ib le  r e s u l t s .  

 

 
 

1 The line of argument supporting this belief can be found in several contemporary scholars. See Francis Fukuyama, 
The End of History and the Last Man (Penguine, 2012); Nancy Fraser, Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the 
PostSocialist Conditions (New York: Routledge, 1997). 
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2 Such democratizing ends could be in the form of beliefs such as: ‘the king serves the people’, ‘aristocracy is a 
government of the best talents’, ‘socialism is a political setting that takes care of the society as a whole’, or 
‘Nazism as the regime of a particular sect of people’; all these ideas are based upon a common belief that the 
respective political framework seek to attain betterment of the people/citizen; 
3 Emphasis might be added to the choice of democracy as an ideal form of human society, and not merely an ideal 
form of government. Democracy is more than merely a form of government, and the true spirit of democracy is 
realized when a society lives by democratic principles. 
4 Alex De Tocqueville, Democracy in America, Wordsworth Edition, 1998, 92. 
5 Claude Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory, trans. David Macey (London: Polity Press, 1988), 17. 
6 Anderson uses the term nationalism instead of political community, but his understanding refers to the idea of 
the political community itself. Though Anderson’s writing does not talk about democracy per se, the arguments 
and understanding of the idea of imagined community point towards the conceptual idea of democracy only. For 
more details on the ideas see Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of 
Nationalism (New York: Verso, 2006). 
7 Michael Sandel, “The Procedural Republic and the Unencumbered Self,” Political Theory 12, no. 1 (1984): 87. 
8 The usage of the term ‘utilitarian’ has not been done in the sense of utilitarianism as the doctrine, but in a more 
literal sense of something owing its existence to the meaningful purpose served by it. Here utilitarian purpose 
implies the practical need of having the democratic setup to achieve the similar goals of the members of the 
society. 
9 Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory. 
10 Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 215. 
11 Tocqueville, 203. 
12 Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory, 19. 
13 Tocqueville, Democracy in America, 92. 
14 Lefort, Democracy and Political Theory, 19. 
15 It might be difficult to say that the democratic order of Ancient Greece was even close to the modern conception 
of democracy. However, a reference is still given to Ancient Greece because of the system of state polity based on 
(high-qualification) citizenship.  
16 In fact, the Social Contract theory as given by Hobbes and Locke appears to be creating an authoritative or 
autocratic form of government, all in the name of democracy. see Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of 
Western Political Thought. 
17 Routledge Guidebook to Hobbes; pp 51; emphasis added; 
18 Abramson summaries the laws of nature as: “Hobbes derives the first law of nature from the fear of death in the 
state of nature. He derives the second law from the first: I should be willing to surrender my natural right to wage 
war against you, to the extent that you are reciprocally willing to surrender your natural right to wage war against 
me. This mutual disarming, this mutual surrender of natural liberty is in each person’s self-interest… a third law of 
nature: “that men performe their Covenants made. Once we give our word, we are” bound by it; we are obliged to 
keep our promises regardless of consequences.”  Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of Western Political 
Thought, 185–86. 
19 Abramson, 186. 
20 The consent to the sovereign to rule over the society is Tacit in nature, through the very act of social contract. 
The manifestation of periodic elections is only an instrument to replace the bodies manning the organizational 
structure of the sovereign. It does not replace the sovereign as such, and thus the sovereign continues to exist 
after the hypothetical social contract. See Abramson, 191. 
21 Richard Ashcraft, “Locke’s Political Philosophy,” in The Cambridge Comapnion to Locke, ed. Vere Chappell 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 241. 
22 Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of Western Political Thought, 201. 
23 Abramson, 205. 
24 Abramson, 208–10. 
25 See Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thomson, Why Deliberative Democracy? (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2004). 
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26 Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of Western Political Thought, 214. 
27 Abramson; pp 218; 
28 Abramson, Minerva’s Owl: The Tradition of Western Political Thought, 229–30. 
29 Abramson, 232–33. 
30 Abramson, 237–38. 
31 Abramson, 246. 
32 Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism. 
33 Locke argued that “To claim that certain principles are innate is to claim that there is no need for further thought 
about the matters they cover; and this in turn is an excellent tactic for anyone who wants certain principles taken 
on authority, without inquiry.” See Cambridge Companion, “Locke’s Moral Philosophy,” in The Cambridge 
Companion to Locke, ed. Vere Chappell (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), 202. 
34 I am not trying to establishing a parallel between Lincoln and Gandhi at the moment. The reference to Gandhi 
has been made only in the context of the idea of relativism. See M K Gandhi, Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule 
(Ahmedabad: Navjivan Publishing House, 1909), https://www.mkgandhi.org/ebks/hind_swaraj.pdf. 
35 This is one of the popular speeches of Lincoln and shows his ideas in a precise manner. Stern described it as ‘a 
keystone in the edifice of his writings and his attitudes towards the lifelong struggle in which he was engaged.’ 
Philip Van Doren Stern, ed., The Life and Writings of Abraham Lincoln (New York: The Modern Library, 2000), 561–
62. 
36 Fraser, Justice Interruptus- Critical Reflections on the PostSocialist Conditions. 
37 Stern, The Life and Writings of Abraham Lincoln, 773–74. 
38 This is from Lincoln’s speech on the Mexican War, in the US House of Representatives on January 12, 1848; 
Stern, 308. 
39 This was during the speech at a Republican Banquet in Chicago on December 10, 1856; Stern, 408. 
40 During the speech at Peria, Illinois on October 16, 1854; Stern, 364. 
41 Stern, 362.  
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