
CHAPTER - I?

Five essential conditions of nation building are s

1. Adequate capitalJ

0/
2. Enough goods and services to persuade 

people to contribute the personal effort 
that development requires;

3. Adequate skills for management, administra
tion, production and citizenship;

4. A willingness and ability to curb a rapid 
population increase;

5. A unifying sense of national purpose with 
effective communication between the people 
and their leaders.

- Chester Bowles

(M The Making of a Just Society" }



CHAPTER | FOUR 

*| MBHSABA DISTRICT S A BACKGROUND
* STUDY IN PERSPECTIVE
t#

4.1 Introduction

Though the present investigation seeks to assess the 

impact of the ^anchayati Raj System on primary education, 

its data are drawn from one of the districts of Horth Gujarat, 

Mehsana, which is neither very advanced lior • very backward in a 

number of vital dimensions. The investigator has thought it 

worthwhile to preface the data presentation, analysis and 

interpretation with a brief but meaningful background. This 

background will have variegated matrix, i.e. demographic 

social, cultural, economic, administrative, political and 

educational. The presentation and discussion will be mainly 

education, fend these too, primary education.
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4.2 Location and Physical features

15
Boundaries and Natural Divisions : Mehsana^one of the

19 administrative districts of Gujarat State. It forms a 

part of the North Gujarat region. It lies roughly between 

22° and 24° north ftitude and 70° and 72° east longPitude.

It is hounded to the north and north-west by the Banaskantha 

didtrict a backward district of the State, to the West and
c-

South west by the Rann of Notch, which is also one of the 

most backward districts of the State, and to the south by Dasa- 

da Taluka of the Surendranagar district of Saurashtra region 

and Virmangam, Sanand and Daskoi talukas of Ahmedabad district, 

a very advanced district of the State. The river Sabarmati 

forms the natural boundary of the district in the east, across 

which lies the Sabarkantha district, which,too, is a backward 

district.

Configuration : The district is, for the most part,

a plain sloping from north-east to south-west, the only 

uneven land being in the eastern parts of its Kheralu taluka. 

The eastern portion of the district is rich in vegetation 

but westwards it passes into salt and sandy waste conspicuously 

missing big shady trees. The area of the district is 3»603,5 

sq. miles and its population is 20.92 lakhs. In geographical 

area it covers 4*61 percent of the total area of the State 

and in the State population, the population of the district j 

constitutes 7.48 percent. j
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The important rivers of the district are the Sabarmati, 

the Rupen and the Saraswati, of which only the Sabarmati is 

perennial.

The soil in the district is sandy loam but differs in 

richness and contents in parts of the district. In Yijapur,- 

Visnagar, Xalol and Mehsana talukas j the soil is rich and the 

sub-soil water is also sweet. In parts of Kadi, Kalol, Chansma 

and Harij talukas, the soil is interspersed with medium bl^aek 

soil suitable for cultivation of paddy and cotton. In parts 

of Sami, Patan and Harij talukas the soil is poor and saline 

and the sub-soil water is brackish.

The climate of the district is warm, nevertheless healthy* 

The cold season following monsoon is brisk lasting from 

November to February. Summer is the sea&^of oppressive heat 

and extends from March to June.

The South-west monsoon brings rains to this district. The 

rainy season, with the exception of occasional thunderstorms, 

is confined to the four months from June to the middle of 

September. Monsoon is notoriously irregular in the district.

The western portion of the district near the Rann of Nutch 

receives scanty rainfall even in good years. Moreover, the 

remaining parts of the district are also subjected to 

frequent scarcity. The sub-soil water level in some parts 

is high and irrigation by means of tube—wells, especially in
• ------- FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY-—~~~ •
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Vijapur taluka, relieves the effect of untimely and irregular 

rainfall to some extent.

According to the report of the Fact Finding Committee 

appointed hy the Government of Bombay in 1958-60, Vi japur, 

Visnagar, Kheralu, Kadi and Northern parts of Kalol Talukas 

were better so far as land and irrigation facilities were 

concerned. Between 1948-58 no village under Vijapur taluka 

was declared scarcity area, though a few villages of Kheralu 

and Visnagar talukas were adversely affected. The progress 

of agriculture, in the opinion of the Committee is not solely 

dependent on average rainfall bta.4 on timely monsoon and sub

soil water as well. Although the villages of Kadi, Kalol,

Mehsana, Visnagar and Kheralu talukas, have an an average 

comparatively more rainfall than other parts of the district, 

they also were found to be under the effect of scarcity during 

the survey of the Committee. Its ill effects were, howewey, 

minimised due to fertile soil and sufficiency of sub-soil 

water which made irrigation on a large scale possible and j

enabled raising of crops like tabacco, cotton and cumin. j
According to the information collected from official sources 

and the Census Report of 1971 the area of forest in the district 

is found to be 17.30 |q. miles, out of which 12.38 dq. miles 

are reserved forests and the remaining 4.92 sq. miles are 

unclassed forests. »

-----------FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY——
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TABLE ; 4-1 : Comparative Vital Statistics of Gujarat 
State and Mehsana District (1971)

Dimension Gujarat State :Mehsana Dis- 
: trict.

1. Population , : Male 13.8 1.07
(in Million) : Female 12.9 1.02
(a) General : Total: 26.7 2.09

(h) Urban -
Rural Population Rural: 19.2 1.7
(in millions) Urban; 0.75 0.039

(c) Decennial increase
in population (1961-1971) + 29.39 + 28.14

(d) Density of population 136 232
(e) Percentage of Urban Population 28.08 18.58
(f) Sex-ratio", (population of

women per every 1000 male) 934 958

2® Literacy (percentage); Male : 46.11 49.77
Female: 24.75 27.46
Total: 35. 38.44 6^

3. Workers(economically) Male: 51.24 48.85
Female: 10.26 6.70
Total: 3445 ®sZl

4.a)Farmers(percentage) 43.12 45.39
b)Farm labourers(percentage) 22.48 24.31
c)Other workers(percentage) 34.40 30.30

5. Populationn of Harmjans
to the total State population.
(percentage) 6.84 8.96

6. Total Population of
Tribal to the state
(percentage) 13.99 0.44

7. Villages:(a) Habitations 18,275 1,084
(b) Hon-habitations 422 11

Total: 18,gg7 1.095
216 23

Source s Gujarat Through Maps, University Granth Nirman
—  U^D~ PSYCHOLOGY. —— ^ ——-
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The district has the population of Hindus, to the extent
qje.

of 92.52 percent. Around 97'percent of people^Gujarati. It 

enjoys a fairly good production of food stuff, in Bajari, 

Jawar, and wheat. The farmed land begins to increase in area 

as one moves away from city to the interior. Some comparative 

vital statistics of Gujarat State and Mehsana district are 

compiled in table 4.1 which gives a fairly meaningful picture 

of the district in various dimensions in the potal perspective 

of Gujarat State,.

Such is the brief picture of Mehsana District in geogra

phical and demographic dimensions.

4“
The district has a total^l,o84 habitations. Of them only 

56 habitations have primary health centres. Only 13. habita

tions have hospital facilities and only 3 have child-welfare 

centres. Per 100 sq.km, the Vijapur taluka has the most 

medical service facilities, and the least is in the Sami 

Taluka. The talukas having medical facilities, next to the 

Vijapur taluka are Kalol, Mehsana, Visnagar and Siddhpur in 

descending order.

There is not much electrification of rural areas in the 

district. It has taken place only in 25.4 percent of the 

villages. In the talukas of Sami, Harij, Patan and Kheralu, 

the number of villages having electricity is small, whereas 

the number is comparatively better in Mehsana, Visnagar,

...................... . ......... -FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY———;----- - —~-------
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Vijapur and Kalol Taluk as- The number of villages having 

electricity gets decreased as the distance from the neighbouring- 

city goes on increasing. Around 38 percent of villages situated 

within a distance of 5 km., 35.44 percent of villages in the 

distance range of 6-10 kms., 28.02 percent in the distance 

range of 11-15 km., 11.11 percent in the distance range of 

16t25 kms., 11.57 percent in the distance of 26-50 kms. have 

been electrified, but villages that are beyond 50 kms., from 

cities do not have electricity.

3h the Mehsana District, pakka- durable roads are provided 

for only 321 or 29.12 percent villages. As the distance of a 

village from a city gets increasing, the facilities for durable 

and permanent roadways get! decreasing. Only 35*17 percent of 

villages in the district have pek^a roads within a distance 

range of 5 km. from a city,that the percentage of villages !

enjoying this essential facility goes on decreasing is see® 

from the following figures from Census 1971.

TABLE
Ranse from city Area Having Pakka Road
Facilities.

Distance range from P.C. of villages
a city in having pakka roads

0-5 km. 35.17
6 -10 km. 31.65

11 -15 km. 22.84
16 -25 km. 18.39
26 -50 km. 11.57b
beyond 50 km. Nil.

-FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY-



M S, UNTVFRSTTY OF THRODA

11%

After the broad over-view of Mehsana District, an attempt 

will now be made to touch upon some important dimensions of 

the district which have a vital bearing on the administration 

and development of education providing details which would 

help in a comprehensive understanding of the determinant 

factors of the working of the Panchayati Raj in general and 

of development of primary education in particular. In this 

connection, the following facets or dimensions of ^hsana 

District are proposed to be dealt with in subsequent sections:

(a) Population : Trends and other Dimension};

(b) Administrative Units.

4.3 The Demographic Dimensions:
Population Trends

In the Mehsana District, the population has been

steadily increasing. The percentage of increase in district

population ha SI-'been particularly noteworthy since 1951. The

trend; of increase in district population is shown in the

following decennial statistics :

TABLE : 4-3? Trends in Population Growth in the 
Mehsana District. (1901 ~ 1971)

Year Population in lakh . Decennial ! 
population

1901 8.34 • • • *

1911 8.31 - 0.37
1921 8.99 + 8.32
1931 9.94 +10,64
1941 11.27 +13.38
1951 13.46 - +19.08
1961 16.33 +21.63
1971 „ , t „ 20.992 +28.14—FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY—
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It will be seen that in the district the increasing 

trends in population have been in evidence after 1911* They 

have been particularly noticeable after 1951*

-...... - ■ ■■ — M. S, ITNiVfcR'HTY OF BA?iOnA’=-—

In 1971, the urban population was 3.89 lakhs as against 

the rural population of 17.03 lakhs. Thus, the proportion of 

urban population and rural population in the district is 

18.58 : 81.42. The population density in urban areas is per 

sq.km. 1,507 as against the density of only 194 in rural areas. 

Earlier researches by Professor D.m. Desai, J.P. Naik and 

others point out that it is easier fo provide facilities for 

primary education and ensure its development in urban areas 

than in rural areas.

In the matter of density of population in rural areas ■ 

the position of the Mehsana District in eomparisGon to other 

districts of Gujarat is shown in the following table.

TABLE : 4-4 : Population Density in Rural Areas in the 
Mehsana District in ComparisOon to other 
Districts of Gujarat State (1971)

District Population Sensity.Rank! Population .Rank 
iRural Areas) Density

(Urban. Areas)____

1. Gandhinagar 298 1 424 18

2. Eheda 284 2 1490 9

3. Valsad 229 3 2368 5

4. Mehsana 194 4 1507 8

contd...
FACULTY Or EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY.
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Table 4:4 contd.,,

1 2 3 4 5

5. Panchamahals 188 5 1832 7
6. Yadodara 181 6 3318 3
7. Surat 156 7 4616 1
8. Sabarkantha 149 8 745 14
9. ihemdabad 117 9 4327 2

10. Junagadh 116 10 922 12
11. Amreli 105 11 564 17
12. Bharueh 102 12 1949 6

13. Banaskantha 91 13 767 13
14. Rajkot 91 14 2636 4
15. Bhavnagar 89 15 1181 lo
16. Surendranagar 61 16 000 19
1,7. Dang 56 17 632 15

18* Jamnagar 52 18 930 11
19. Kutch 14 19 600 16

It will be seen from the above statistics that in rural 

population density, the Mehsana District occupies the fourth 

rank. This shows that in the matter of getting children from 

rural areas, the district is comparatively better placed 

than the other 15 districts of the State. In urban population 

density, its rank is comparatively lower - it is the eight 

out of the possible nineteen. In urban areas, the District 

can have sufficient number of children to fill its primary 

schools.

———-----—FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY—--------- -—---------------— ~~
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The district has 8.96 percent of its population belongng 

to the scheduled castes. In this, the district ranks fifth 

in the State. The district does not have significant size of 

tribal population - it has only 44 thousands in all of tribal 

population. Therefore, the district does not face much problem 

of providing primary education to tribal children.

4.4 The Social Dimension

The bulk of the population can be said to belong to the 

high-caste social groups, from the inquiries made by the 

investigator and from the documentry evidences that he could 

collect he found that nearly 19 lakhs out of the total 

district population of 20.62 lakhs belonged to the high caste 

Hindus such as Brahmins, Banias, Jains, Patidars and others.

Its population of the Harijans was found to be around 1.88 lakhs 

and other low castes around, 10,000. Socially, the advanced 

talukas are Yishanagar, Siddhapur and Vijapur, the backward 

talukas are Sami, and Harij and the remaining talukas can be 

grouped under the category of medium. The Same classification 

of talukas also holds true in the economic dimension of the 

district. Yijapur, Yishnagar, and Siddhpur, in the same order 

are economically the leading talukas and Sami and Ilarij are 

at the bottom in the economic ladder of the district. Even 

educationally the*same grouping holds true - Yishnagar (46.20 

percent), Yiajpur (44.14 percent} and Siddhapur (43.83 percent-} 

are the advanced talukas, Harij (22.50 percent and Sami(15.77
.  . FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY———~
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percent) are the backward districts. The figures given in the 

brackets indicate the literacy percentages. All other, talukas 

fall within the 'medium' or 'intermediate' group, their 

literacy percentages range from 31.76 for Kheralu faluka to 

42.53. per cent for Mehsana taluka.

4.5 The Economic Dimension

Economically the district appears to be of the average 

tj^pe, neither rich nor poor, but more leaning towards 'poor' 

category in rural areas. In habitations with a population range 

of 50,000 to 99,999, the annual per capita income is Rs.36.84, 

of which Rs.16.20 come from cess and taxation. In the habitation 

slab of 20,000 to 49,999 population, the annual per capita 

income shows only a slight decrease - the percapita income is 

Rs.35.32 with Rs.12.87 resulting from cess and taxation. In 

the third group of habitations where the population range is 

10,000 to 19,999, 'the per capita annual income falls down 

considerably - it is only Rs.20.91 with Rs. 9.43 having been 

contributed by income from cess and taxation.

It will be seen that the per capita income goes on sliding 

down as the population gets decreasing, it is comparatively 

higher in well populated urban areas and lower in rural habita

tions under the Panchayat Administration.

------------- ------- -------- FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY
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In the lowest population slab - one of 19,999 to 10,000 

the annual pe^capita income is Rs.20.91 as against the annual 

per'capita expenditure of 8s. 9.96. This shows that as the 

population range goes on decreasing, the per capita expenditure 

on essential and welfare services also goes on decreasing.

In economically productive work, the economically active 

~.i population in the Mehsana District seems to be largely 

drawn to agriculture. Therefore, the district can be said 

to be having agriculture economy. Among the economically 

population of the district, the following categorisation 

is _illuminat;ing.

TABLE : 4-5: Economically Active Population of the
Mehsana District Category-wise.

Economic Activity:

1

Total:
2

Male

3

: Female
4

: Percen
tage of 
workers

Workers 590,620 522,052 68,568 100.oo
1. Farmers 26$,069 253,221 14,848 45.39

le Farm labourer 143,615 102,428 41,187 24.32

3. Cattle rearing, 
Forest, Fisl^ries, 
Garden-agriculture—------------ —w

etc. 10,840 9,882 958 1.83

4* Minerals and
Mining. 2,317 2,100 217 0.39

5. (a) Cottage indus-
tries 20,185 18,530 1,655 3.42

(b) Production 
other than

33,340 31,883 1,457
eontd.

5.64
• •

cottage indus
tries.
——FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY-
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Table 4.5 contd...

1 2 3 4 5

Construction 7,018 6,462 556 1.19

Trade and commerce 16,033 15,790 243 2.71

Transport and 
Communication 16, 033 15,790 243 2.71

Other services 46,986 41,530 5,456 7.96

Non-workers 15ol,848 546,539 955,309 • • •

It will be seen that nearly 5 out of every 4 economically 

active persons are engaged in agricultural economy and only 

1 person is engaged in either industrial, trade and commerce 

and other non-agricultural economic productive activities.

In the district there are 13,300 industrial organisations 

including cottage industries. In these organizations the 

number of persons engaged are aroufad 41000. There are only 

18 industry groups, some of them are shown below.

TABLE : 4.6: Main Industry Groups in the Mehsana District

Sr.No. Main Industry Groups Total Insti
tutions .

No. of 
Product ion-workers

1. Textiles 1,470 13,961
2. Drinks, Tobacco and To.bacco

products. 810 8,122
3. Pood products 1,960 4,839
4. ¥ood and Products from wood

including furniture, 1,331 3,553
5. Production from cloth 2,579 3*533
6. Other production industries 1,034 2,544
^.-Producti©n,T0fonojMme^tfealAgb.ods/CHc8^v_t»^«_-™™«™2x2&9,.
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4.6 The Political Dimension

Districts in Gujarat can be said to have picked up 
political tempo in the last two general elections. Prom the 
last general election of 1971, the hew Congress party under 
the political leadership of Smt. Indira Gandhi has come out 
as the leading and most vigorous political party in the 
district. However, in some talukas the hold of the Old 
Congress Party under the leadership of Shri Morarjibhai Desai 
has been in political dominance. The third big political party 
in India, Viz., the Jan Sangh has its hold only in one taluka. 
The table below shows the political party on the ticket of 
which the members in the State Legislative Assembly got 
elected in the last election.

TABLE : 4.7 : Political Parties represented in Gu.larat 
State Legislative Assembly from the Mehsana District. (December 1973)

Sr .ho. Constituency Party
1. Kalol Hew Congress
2. Kadi Few Congress
3. Jotana Old Congress
4. Mehsana Few Congress
5. Mansa Old Congress
6. Vijapur Few Congress
7. Visnagar Old Congress
8. Kheralu Few Congress
9. Iftijha New Congress

10. Siddhpur Md Congress
% Pat an Few Congress

12. Chanasma Jan Sangh
13. Sami Few Congress

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY.
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It may be noted that both the members elected to the Indian 

Parliament J[ the loksabha) were elected on the ticket of the 

New Congress Party. The relative strengths of the political 

parties in Gujarat as well as in Mehsana District in the 

dissolved Gujarat Legislative Assembly are shown below :

TABLE : 4.8: Relative Strength of Political Parties 
in Gujarat and Mehsana District.(1973)

Sr .No.: Party Mehsana
percentage

Gujarat State ilegi 
lative Assembly 

percentage.

1. Congress (New) 62 83

2. Congress (old) 31 15

3. Jan Sangh 7 2

Total : 100 100

4.7 The Literacy Dimension

In the matter of literacy, the district stands slightly 

higher than the State as a whole with its literacy of 38.86 

percent. The literacy figures have b.een..slowly but-st'e.adily 

increasing. The percentages of literacy were!i>3ninGL‘1951» 

33.88 in 1961, and 38.86 in 1971. Literacy figures have been 

increasing but rather slowly. In literacy percentage, the 

Yisnagar Taluka tops the list and the Sami Taluka stands 

the lowest on the ladder. In urba>i areas of the district, the 

literacy figures are 52.16 percent as against the figures of

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY.
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35*82 percent in rural areas. There is a wide gap between 

male literacy and female literacy in the district - the 

literacy percentage for male is 49.77 percent, for female it 

is only 27.46 percent. The male and female literacy figures 

show similar wide gap in urban and rural areas. In urban 

areas, male and female literacy percentages are respectively 

62.20 percent and 41.54 percent respectively and In rural 

areas they are 46.88 percent and 24.35 percent respectively, 

lower female literacy percentages are likely to affect more 

adversely the enrolment and retention of girls in primary 

education.

4.8 The Administrative Units Dimension

In Gujarat State, as in most other States in the Country, a 

district is a major unit of administration. A district is 

further divided into talukas. A taluka consists of a number 

of villages or habitations.

The Mehsana District, as stated earlier, is one of the 

total 19 districts of the State. In the matter of area, it 

ranks seventh among the districts, the biggest district being 

Kutch (45,612 sq.km.) and the smallest being Gandhinagar (649 

sq.km.) The average size of a district in Gujarat State is 

10,841.2 sq.km. Mehsana, with its area of 9,027 sq.km, 

is a little, smaller than the average size of a district in 

Gujarat State. The average size of population of a district

FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY.
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±n Gujarat State is around 14.45 lakhs. The Mehsana district 

is bigger in population than the average, as it has a total 

population of 20.92 lakhs. In population the district ranks 

third next to Ahemdabad district (29.10)lakhs. and Kheda 

District (24.51 lakhs).

The sub-administrative unit in a district is a taluka.

The details about the 11 talukas of the Mehsana District, j

as revealed in Census of Gujarat 1971, are given in Table 4.2 j
In terms of the average area (820.6 sq.km.) for a taluka , 

five talukas, viz., Mehsana (791.4 sq. km), Siddhapur (670.9 

sq.km.), Visnagar (488 sq.km.), Kalol (487.2 sq.km.) and |

Harij (407 sq.km.) are smaller than the average size of the 

taluka in the district. Only in three talukas, (Eheralu,

Datan and Vijapur) the number of habitations exceeds the 

figure of a hundred. In this respect Kalol, Yisnagar and 

Harij are smaller talukas. Excepting the Sami Taluka each 

taluka has one or two cities situated therein, indicating i

thereby that there is predominant rural population in each 

taluka. The large size of rural population in each taluka 

poses a greater problem in expansion and development of 

primary education. Difficulties regarding establishement of 

primary schools equipping them with furniture, staffing them 

with good teachers, and especially women teachers, providing j 

student Welfare services and maintenance of quality of school j
--------- ---------- ----„FACUI;ry OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY-—-• -----
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instruction at a satisfactory level always are more baffling 

and challenging in rural areas' than in urban areas. The 

density of population is also an important factor in the 

development of primary education. From this point of view, 

the talukas of Sami, Harij, Ohanasma, Kadi and Kheralm are not 

so well placed as are the talukas of Siddhapur, Kalol, Vijapur, 

and Mehsana talukas.

The Patman, Mehsana, Kalol and Siddhapur talukas have a 

comparatively higher percenthge of -urban population than the 

other seven talukas of the district. This can be seen from 

Table 4.3

4.9 Some Facilities in the district
that have Implications for Education :

Education does not just develop in isolation and vacuum. 

Certain physical facilities help its development and increase 

its pace. In such facilities are included health services, 

electricity, ahd transport.

■FACULTY OF EDUCATION AMD PSYCHOLOGY-
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TABLE :4.10 : Population of Urban Areas in the 
Mehsana District (l97lT ~

(Figures in percentages)

Urban Area Population Percentage of
urban population 
to the total 
District Population.

Total J8#;,g75; <■ ItP.oo

Mehsana 51,713 13.3o

Kadi 28,332 7.29

Chanasma 14,398 3.7o

Harij ll,o73 2.85

Pat an 64,519 16.59

Siddhpur 41,55# I0.63

Unza 27,179 6.99

Kheralu 13,881 3.57

Vadnagar 19,329 4.97

Visnagar 34,863 J.96

Vij apur 15,571 4.00

Mansa 16,362 4.21

ICalol 5o,321 12.94

4.1o. The Educational Dimension

Progress of Primary Education in the *%hsaaa District 

Inn i960, when the State of Uujarat was constituted from 

the composite bilingual Bombay State, there were \% szj primary 

schools in the district with an enrolment of 4^47 ^Khs

-FACULTY OP EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY-
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children in classes I to 17 and £*3 1^5 in Class V to VII.

Since then, the primary education has made significant headway. 
In 19c9, 99.30 percent of the total habitations in the district 
had primary school facilities in their own areas. The 1971 
Census reported primary school facilities (Class I to VII) 
in almost all villages. Table 4. 11 below throws more light 

on this.

T&BLB : 4.11 : Primary School Facilities in Villages
in the Hehsana DistrictC'Taluka-wise.)

(1971)

Sr.No.
Taluka

No. of villa
ges having pri
mary school 
facilities.

No. of pri
mary schools 
(Classes I-VII)

1. Vijapur lo5 129
2. Kadi lo9 111
3. Kalol o7 (0

4. Patan 129 139
5. Mehsana lo9 122
0. Siddhpur 81 85
7. Harij 38 38
9* Sami 92 95
9. Kheralu 136 141

lo. Chanasma lo7 12o
11. Visnahar 59 80

Total:l,o32 1,1*0

The table reveals that l,o32 villages have among them 
1,130 schools, showing thereby that each one of these 
villages has at least one primary school and some bigge'/
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villages have'even more than one. There are not many talukas 

that have sohool-less villages. This can he seen from table 

4.12 given below :

TABLE : 4.12 ; Distribution of School-less villages 
Taluka wise in the Mehsana District

Sr.No. Taluka Number of No. of unhabita-
school-less ted villages, 
villages.

1. Mahesana
2. Sadi
3. Sfaanasma
4. Sami
5. Harij 
c. -^atan
7. Siddhapur
8. Kheralu
9. Visnagar

10. Yijapur
11. Kalol

8
ty-
5
1
8
1

31

1
1

Total: bO

1

9

1

11

Thus, there are only 71 villages that do not have primary 

schools. Of these 11 are unhabitated.

FACULTY Of EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY.
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TABLE : 4.15 : Provision of a Primary and a Secondary 
School Per 1000 of population.

Sr.Mo. City Pera every loop population
High school:Sank; Primary Rank.

school.

1. Chanasma o.2o8 12 o.2o8 5
2. Harij o.o9o 3 0.I80 4
3. Kadi 0.141 7 0.282 7
4. Kalol o.o99 4 0.358 lo
5. Kheralu o.o72 1 0.144 2

0. Mehsana o.o77 2 o.l55 3
7. Mansa 0.244 13 o.489 13
8. Patan 0.139 b 0.217 b
9. Siddhapur 0.145 9 o.29o 8

lo. Unza o.llo 5 o.4o5 12

11. Yadnagar 0.155 lo 0.362 11

12. Vijapur 0.193 11 0.128 1

13. Yisnagar 0.143 8 0.31b 9

Average 0.13* o.21%

In the district as a whole, there is a primary school 

per 273 persons in every looo persons of the population. The 

talukas of the district can he arranged in provision of 

primary school facilities as below in a defending order 

from better provided to the lesser provided one. (l) Yijapur, 

(2) Kheralu, (3) Mehsana,(4^ ^arij, (5) Chanasma, (b) Patan, 

(7) Ladi, (8} Siddhapur, (9) Yishnagar, (lo) Kalol, (11) 

Yadnagar, (12) Uhza, and (13) Mansa.

-  —.FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY—— ...———
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4.11 Gonelusion

It will thus he seen that ■ ... Mehsana is economically 

and educationally a medium level district. Politically it is 

dominated hy the Mew Congress Party headed by Smt. Indira 

Gandhi but it has opposition from the Old Congress Tarty which 

helps in keeping the wheel of democracy moving. Socially, it 

has more dominance of the upper castes, particularly the 

Brahmins and f’atidars. Its economy is predominantly agricultu

ral but industrially it shows signs of development. The annual 

per capita income is sliding towards low, but in Indian villages 

the per capita income has been, over decades, low and inadequate 

The district has only 18.58 percent of its total population 

residing in urban areas. About 77 percent of the total i,o81 

villages in the district have S.T. Bus transport facilities, 

which can be considered, by Indian Standards, fairly good.

The literacy figures of the district have been steadily going 

up. But, even then, 6 out of every lo persons living in the 

district are illiterate;;

The Mehsana District seems to have made appreciable 

progress in the sphere of lower primary education. In 19t>9»it 

was reported to have 99.3o percent of its habitations having 

primary school facilities either in the habitation itself or 

within one mile walking distance from the residence of the 

child, ©f the age-group b-11. The percentage of enrolment of j
* I



M. S, UNIVERSITY OF BABODA ... ......

24 2

girls in lower primary schools was to the extent of e>3»8 

percent. This was rather on a lower scale than b of the 19 

districts of the State and even lower than the State average 

which was 64. o percent in 19b9. The wastage for girls between 

1963-64 and 1968-69 was ^reported to be as high as 71.2 percent. 

But in the State as a whole the rate of wastage in the case 

of enrolled girls in classes I to 17 was as high as 71.1 percent,. 

In 197o, the percentages of wastage , for boys and girls in 

lower primary schools were 4o.74 and 57.35 respectively and 

in upper primary school classes, the percentages for boys and 

girls were 62.68/;:: and 63.9o percent respectively.

The teacher-pupil ratio in lower primary schools in the 

district was 1:40 which was higher than 7 of the total 19 

districts of the State.

The district had, in 1969, 87.6 percent of its total 

6,5o2 teachers trained. The State mean for trained primary 

teachers was 87.8. It had a better standing in respect of trai

ned primary teachers than nearly half the number of districts 

in the State. The Perspective Plan of Gujarat:1974-1984 had 

stipulated that in the Mehsana District the additional 

enrolment of childrencof 6—lo age group in primary school 

classes I-IV would be o.99 lakh/ and in the age-group 11-13 

it would also be to the tune of o,99 lakh/.

i
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This is briefly the profile of the Mehsana District 

with some significant dimensions spelt out and described.

It is expected that this background picture of the district 

would be helpful in understanding the Panchayati &aj insti

tutions in the district and particularly their impact on 

primary education in the district.

—.............. M, S. UNIVERSITY OF BARODA-———
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