CHAPTER = III

MO

CERNAL sFFAIRS, BAHADUR GILANI & KHANDESH

SRt

Administrative divisions of the Kinpdom :-

After the conquest of Dwerke and Shankhodhar in
1473, the Sulten divided Gujarat in f£ive separate "Tfhanas"
each undexr bthe charge of "Jhanedar™,

Accefdiagly'Farhab~é1~mulkAwas appointved at the
"Thana® of "Dwarka and Shankhodhar®,’Imsd-ul-Mulk was
pladed in charge of Songadh in Surst District. Qiwem~ul-
Mulk Malik Sarang was in charge of Godhra Thaena in Panch-
mshaly district and "Mghim" in the South was plated undex
Nizam~gl=iiulk. The administration of Ahmedsbad was given
to Kbudawand Khen, the Sultan's brother-in-law, while the
Sulten resided at Mustafabad - Junsgadh.’

Foundation of Mahmudabad :-

From 473 Yo 1482, the Sultan was engaged with the
iﬁteraal affairs. During this pericd he slso founded an~
other city idashmudabad, on the river Vatrak. This he might
have begsn in M479. I seems that the Sultan founded this
ciﬁg'as a defence for Ahmedsbad against the disturbances
of the Rajput Kings of Mahikanthas It came into promine-

1. TF -~ Prans (Briggs) IV, p.62 T2 Trans (Ue) III,
?35 42635264 o '
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nce when Sulbtan Mehmud III in 1537-1553, selected it as

his residence.

Conspiracy of Khudawand Khep s~

The Persian chropiclers write that éfﬁer the caguest
of Junagadh snd Dwarka, Sulfan Mehmud was in the habit of
spending most of his time in Muqtéfaﬁéd. _ After his short
stay in Ahmedsbad, the Sulyan returned to Mustafabad in
the year 885/1480, leaving behind him, his eldest son \
Ahmad Shah there with ELhudawand Khan, his brother-in-law,
in charge. | |

The continuous sbsence of the Sultan Irem the capi-
taly probably led @pud&Wéﬁd Ehan to think of removing his
naster from the thrones Khudawand Khan planned to place
Ahmad Khén on the thronme snd for this he contacted, Réy-i-
Rayans s Rejput noble, but Ray~i=Rayan disclosed the plot
to the Wagjir Imdd-ul-ulk. 2

It is believed thabt Khudawand Khen told Ray-i-Rayan

that he was tired of the Sultdn's incFessent campaigns and

also desired to remove Imhdﬁﬁlnmulk, the ﬁa;ﬁir.B It seens

2« TP - Toxby IV, II pe 395, TA = Trans (De) uh 263264,

Be Bikendar writes Ghat Kbuééﬁaﬁd gpéﬁ was instigated by
some rebelliolle people to place Prince Ahmad on bhrone
GL. NS - Trans (F) ppeO5=tGs
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that & cerbain sedtion of the nobles was really disconte-
ented, with the Suliar's constaxx‘é ﬁﬁmgaigns and  they
were probably led by Khudzwand gﬁaﬁ? It is also likely
that Khudawend Khan was envious of Imadwil-tiulk and Ghe
position he held in the cbsencé of the Sultan from the
capitbal.,

The reason, il chroniclers are H0 be believed, for
including Kay-i-Rayem, the Rajput noble, in the secret
plot was that he was the friend both of Imadwul-dulk @&ms
Khudawand Khehs |

Ray-i~Rayan was falthful to the Sultdn and s he
inf oxmed ;{mé'd-fxl-mn}.k immediébely regarding K_pudgwana
Khen's plans. lmad=Gl-iulk immediately ordered HubaFiz
Khan, the "Eotwal® of the city and giwameal-iiulk Malik
Sarang to remein ready on Remedffan Id, the dsy chosen by
the conspirators for action.

ImBd-dl-dulk, pretonded $0 join the conspirators,
On Rapedfian Id, he attended ou Abmad Ehap with his retim
nue for preyers in the "fdgeh" aud returned ss ususly

4. The chroniclers ave silent gboul the position held
by Ray-i~Rayen, a Rajput noble, =mnd so it is Qiffi-
cult to find out a clue of relabionship of this novle
with Emdawand Khan md Imad-nl-Bulk.
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"befooling Khudawand Khan of his agreement with him of
placing Prince shmad on the throne.” ° Khudawand Khen did
not think of aix;y further action because of the presence
of Huhafiz Khan at the court and the sseret prepa:atiana
of v}j.wam»ul*—%&ulk Halik Sarang;-

It may be noteé here that bloodshed was avoided,
probably, because éf ‘Imad—ﬁla&ﬁnlk*s timely sction. Khuda-
wand E;_,haﬁ", possibly £.a:i:led to win over the powerful nobles
and bence failed in his plan. It is Gifficult to underste
end why he should inform Ray~i~Reyan, who could not be
i;ruéﬁea by bim and was more faithful % Imad-ul-Hulk,
Probably ho did so because be did not kunow this Rajput

noble better .6

The Suld an testss she Joy tJ of  the nobleg -

tn being informed of these evenbs by Qaisar Khan,
an officer of his housenold, Sultan Mshmad ostensibly
proceeded towards Abmedsbad. The nobles received‘ hin at
Cambay and requested him o proceed to Ahmodabad, The
Sulfen refused to proceed furthér @d asked the movles

%o allow him o &6 On pilgrimag;e 0o Mescca, sfier sbdicabing

5e TF - Texty IV, IL ppe 395=396, ﬂiaam—dﬁwﬂin states
that Ehudd@wand Khan did nob disclose snything oub
of danger. c¥ PA = Tpans, (DE) ppe 264-26?.

Gse A - Irams, (De) III, pp.&@hf:!@é. W Text, IV,IL
PP o394,
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in favour ¢f his son Ahmed.

At the same bime he declared his firm resoluticn nob
t0 Gouch food or water till they gave their consept Fipi-
shteb states that the Sultan sﬁmmoned all the nobles and
asked them to acoept Bugeffar Shah as their Sulben after
him and insisting on- his desire to proceed on Haj. 7

The neobles requested the Sultan 60 give up his idea
for the btime being, on the ground that the treasury lack-
el sufificient funds for the efpensese This they sald was
posaible only ofter the conouest of Ghmpanex*.a' The . .

Sulvan then sbondoned the idea and proceeded to Ahmedabad.

From lmad-il-Mulk, he also loammt the course of
evenbe during his absense from the capibal. At this
information, the Sulbwn bumiliated the minlster Khudawand
Khan, eivher naming one of his pegions as Khudawand _Eghééﬁ
‘or employing a person in nzeénas;t office of household te
be called by his name, 10 ﬁhis seamg o be rather a

mild punishument for such an offence.¥

This was the second counspirecy of the nobles during
the reign of Sultan Mahmud but differs in its nature and
couseguences from tle eavlier one of 1458, In the first

censplracy, the 5&11_;@?1 was frightened and had fe,w nobles

7o TF - Texty IV,il, Dhs 5%39?.
Bs Ibid =pes 395, T4 - Trans (De) pp#267=271.
10, TF Text, IV, II 1295,
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at his copmand, while ip this event, it seems that moat
of the nobles were with him. ‘

Surprisingly, the Sultan, kuoun for severs punish-
ments did not take stromg action and also he did nobt go
into the details of the eqnspiﬁacs. ¥hy was it so ? Did
he consider this threal a5 less important ? Why did he
seek ihe permission of the nobles for plligrimage to Ne~
cca ? 'D:Z.d he really wish o sbdicate the fhrome in favour

of his son ?

The ¢hroniclers! ansiveré e these questions is that
rhe Sulbtan did all this {0 test the loyalty of his nobless
What was bGhe reason of testing the loyalty of the nobles
ab this time ? Probebly, he might have thought of inva=
ding Chanpener during his stay in Mugtéfabgd, and of teg-
ving the pabicnce of his nobles for furbther engagecments.
Champaner had beem the powerful stronghold of vhe Hajpute
and hence without the co-operation @ma the loaylby of the
nobles, its conquest would have been difficult. The
Sultan got this opportunity =aad therefore he utilised i,

far the success of his further plage

Due bvo political preswmure, the Sultan against his
nature, ordered a very mild punishment 1':6 be given to the
conspirator,” A sbtropg scbion” might have affected "Hhe
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. political balaonce” of the sbate and would have been an
ohstacle in the % v Invosion of Champener®. According _
%o Firishteh Nizam-ul-#ulk, a noble suggested the Sultan &
conquer the fort of Champaner, "from the plunder of which
the eXpenses of the pilpgrimage might be defrayed"aﬂ

Hence this might have forced Sulfm Mahmud to deal lem-
iently with the conspirstors.

BAHADUR GILANI'S PIRACICAL ACTIVITIES ON THE COST OF GUIARAT:

1

Bghadur was ¢ ndtlve of Gilan, a town in Persia and
Joined the service of Bahamani Xingdom under its celebra=-
ted minister Hahmud Gawan. Aftor the assassinabion of
almud Gawan on April 5, 1481, he went into rebellion ag-
ainst his ruler Hahmud Laébka‘ri, Bahadur sod Nahmud Gawan
were the natives of same place in-pdece sd therefore it
is Jikely thabt the death of the lhtter might have been
'considered, by Dahadur as his end his countrymen's insecure
ity in Deccan. Hencey this might have resulted into his

rebellioh .

He cccupired Dabhol and gradually occupled the whole
of EKopkan. With this swcess, he extended his activities
on the coast further to the North, so that the ghips from
the portg towns of Gujarst were acv his z;iem;y and some of

the Sultan's vegdsels were capbured.

11« TF « Trans (Briggs) IV, pe 64



Sikendar tells us that Bahadur sent hls men %o
Cambay with the propoesal of marriage for the daughber
of Malik-ub-Tujjar Dukhéni for himself, Owing to the
opposition of the people of Cambay Bahddur failed in
his plan. As a resulb of this failure, Bahadur, start-
, ed plundering the poris of Gufjarat.‘u

The reagon, advanced by Sikendar, is not suppor=
ted by other Persisn chroniclers and so it is doubtful
whether that was the only reasen for which Bahadur abi-
ackdeus arab Bhippinga The author of ﬁéa’thir—-i—-ﬁabm‘fd

' Shabl, supposed to be the conbenporary of Sultan z&ahmud,
does not mention this reason.$

The depredations of Bahadur én the caaaf of Gujw
afa‘c extended to such an extent that Mahim, near modern
Bombay, was attacked by Bahadur's Abyssinian Officer
Yaqut, with a fleed of twelve ships, sacked and burnt{¥

34 ¥S = Trans (F) pps 7274

#8 Hasthirei-fohmud Shabi (hereafter MUS) Fol. 21-23

(gp TP - Text, IV, II p.399 - writes Babadur attacked
while translator writes Yaqut attacked Mahim. .
(Briges), IV, pp.71=72, other Persian chroniclers
refer to this Abyssinisn general of Bahadur,



9(

The Sultan ook thds atteck on Mahim seriously and
80 to check Bahadur from advancéing further he sent a naw
val unit under Sefdar Ehén and Kamal Ehen towerds dlahim,
The euthor of Madthir-i-Mshmudghahi states that due to
storm ‘bhg: of ficers were separaﬁed from each cthér and the
erefore they could not fight a sbrons enemy at sea, with
the result that both of them were cspbured by Bahadur's

men end Hsken as prisgoners st Debhol

The Sultan on being informed of the reverse medb
his genersls at lMahim, ordered Giwdm-ul-iulk Malik Sarang
obteck Bshadur by land, A fleet of three hundred vessels

‘was glso sent to support the m, Hlalik Sarang on reache
ing Agacshi snd Bassein, appealed to the Sultan t0 secure

. permission t0 him H0 pass through the Gerritory of the
Deccan ruler, so that Bshadur might be forced to submib.

On receipt of this request from Malik‘sirang, the
Sultan sent Beiram Kban with & letter, %o the Deccan Tus
lexr, regquesting him 4o belp the army of Gujarat in supp-
ressing the marauder. Acperﬁingly Qé'm Baridi, a minie
gster of Bahamani ruler, led a cQupaigo égainst; Bahadur
Gilani and after protrected operations he was defeated
cepbured and executed, Safdar-dl-Mulk, a ce.\gtive of Baw
hadur, was released and 21l the ships which been selzed

)6 MMS (M) Fol. 21423, .
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by Baha:iur on the coast of Gujarat, were restorsd o
their owners. Safdar-p%i«&ulk sailed from i!&ahr}m for the
north carrying valuable glfts for Suli;asﬁ Mahmud from the
Bahmani ruler Ma%amﬁd Las_,hkarz.

. The piratical activities on the coast of Gujsrabt
wore not unknown to the rulers of Gujarat but Gileni's
incursion to Gujarat ports deserves attention not from

its results bub from the way in which it was put down.

The Sultan of Gujarat sent two of his naval offi-
cors o control the Situation in the sea but they failed
to overpower Bshadur. The Persian chroniclers inform us
that a storm was responsible fer the failure of S:afda""r
I;ha; ond Kamal Khang Ev.én if Yhis argument is sccepted
it doés not explained why the naval unit sent for the
second time to assist the army failed ln the attempt.
The cbroniclers inform us that 1t was only with the help
of the naval force of the Sultan of Deccen thab Bahadur
Gilani submitted. Therefore, this mgtmicg indicates that
however strong the Gujarat army may have been on land, it
was not so on sea. Hers ib deés not mean that the Sule
tans of Gujarat did net care for the protectlon of the
poxrts of Gujarat, They maintéined naval units but not
in sufficient strengbh, ad due to this weakness, the
activities of Bahadur on the gea-coast of Gujarabs could
not be checked,
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This ineident occured sometimes in the yesr 1491
o 1494, but the Sulden failed to learn the lesson from
it regarding the posslbility of danger or invasion by -
seas Afber six years of this event, the Sultans of
Gujarat were helpless against the Portuguese, because of
their weskmesses at sea, though for time baing;, Guj arat
evaded this danger till her greab noble, Melik Ayaz was
alive.

SUCCESSION PROBLEM OF EKHANDESH &

Towards the end of his reign, Sultan Mahmud was
involved in a succession dispute in Khandesh. The Faraw=
qui rul ers of Khandesh had been conne¢ted with ’she Tulers
of Guj ar:at, since the times of Malik Raja Faruqri. Ehan=-
desh almost existed as a subsidiary of Gujarat for - a

long time. These rela‘az.ons then also extended to marrisge
alliances between 'che twc familﬁ.ea.

The relations of Gujarat with the rul ers of Khandew
sh date back to Sultan Ahmad Shah of Gujarat. Ahmad Shah
had to march against Nasir Khen the ambitious ruler of
Ehzandesh, who planned to capture the western paxj’c of
Khandesh £rom his brother Iftikhur Khan, If tLighar Khan
wes driven out end ke sppealed to the Sultan of Gujarat,
foxr heig. He failed to sednre the help offmgmaa Shah.
.Nagir Ehan, with the help of the army of Halwa gaptured

k]
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the fort of Thalner and Iftlkber Khan wes taken a priso-
ner, The joint army then attacked Sultenpur and hence
Ahmad SheB, marched against thém end thus failed their

plan of capburing Sultanpur. 16

The peace was concluded
in which Nasir Khen of Khandesh "acknowledged Ahmad Shah
a8 overloard. N&sir Ehan was given his title now with
the grace of Ahmad Sheh and as a special case, also allo=
wed to use the red umbrellsa aud‘canagyg though subordinate

so Gajarat? 17 |

Since thls sgreement in 1418, the Faruqui rulers of
Khandesh were regularly paying their tribute to Gujarat.
In 1498 or 1499, Mahmld Begeda had to move against‘1yail
Rhan IIy one of the most powerful rulers of Khamdesh, when
he omitted to send the usual tribute. Thig ruler died in
1501 end was suwsceeded by his brother Déﬁd gpahvand his
inglorious reigo ended in 1508. 8

16¢ TF - Trans (Briggs) IV, P. 292,
19. Misra B8.C. Rise of HMuelim power in Gujarat (4sia)
1963, ppe 176=178.

18. DAEd Khan mismemaged the sdmwinistration of Khandesh.
The period of seven years was very,burdansome fox
the people. MMS Hikamat Bey Lib. MS3. Fola 127=130.
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Daud Khin was succeeded by his son Ghizenl Khén. He was
poisoned by Malik gisém~dh~d§nrafﬁer two days of his

accessian.qg’

Ghizani Khdn, had no male issue o succeed him and
80 a section of the nobles hesded by Nizam Shah favoured
the claims of ‘Alam Khan.® 4% the same time ‘T dil Khmn
the son of Husain and grandson of Nésir Ehan by the[dg;gﬁfggf
Lhsor of Mahmld ShEh of Gujerab, thenm in Thalner, advanced
éiaim on the thropme of Fhandesh. BSultan Nabmid, finding
EKhendesh was sbout to be involved in succession dispute
thought of interfering in favour of his grauésan,ngdil

Ehén. Hence he advanced tawar&s Khandesh, 21

On reaching Asirgaﬁh' the Sultan's army oécupied it
without any opposition. At Burhanpur, Nizém Shah of ahm-
adnagar, appealed to the neighbeuring rulers foxr help, bub
he was checked by‘gi;il KbSn efid Rumi Khén. Nizam Shah
retreated to Amalner where he-ﬁas Jjoined by‘ﬁgmaé Ehan,

a noble of Khandesh. Both Nizam Shah snd Ahmad Khén started

19. TF - frans (Briggs) IV, p.302.
20« It is no where explained whope seﬁ‘@L}am‘ggﬁn or on
. what grounds kis ¢laim to the thropne rested, CGf. 1F -
Tr. (ﬁ) IV, }}05059‘
21, sccording to the author of MA ACHIR-I-MAHMDD SHAHI |
the Sultan was requested by the people of Khandesh
to Lake over its administration. MES, MSS Fol.131.
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raveging, were again repulsed with many of his allies were
killed,

After these successes, the Gujarat army captured
Burhanpuns Heretéjail Ehan, was proclaimed as ruler of
o
Khandesh and Khutb was read in the name of Sultdh Whhmia,22

A noble Malik Lidan Ehalji, "the lord of nobles of

this counbry", revolted md ¢apbured Asir but submitted
on the advance of Gujarat army. The oppositicn thus wes
put down and the rebel leaders who subnitted were pardoned
and honoured with presents end tiﬁles.‘§i§i1 Ehdn was
accepted a8 their ruler by the notles of Khandesh and
Sulban Mahmud canferred upon him the title of ﬁf;am Humayun

“211 Rhon 111 *.,2°  ohe mew ruler cemented bis alliance
with Gujarat by marrying a dsugbter of Sultdn #ahudd's son
rrince Khalll Khan, =¥

22, 1bid Fol, 152+167.

23, S - Pole 168-1724

24, Rose, Sir E. Dennison - An Arabic bistory of Gujarat,
I, pps 51y 55457 TP = Trans (Briggs) IV, pe304.
Haig CH. I, ILL, ppe 315=314s



