CHAPTER =~ X

RELATIONS H1TH TH B PORITUGUESE

introduction i~

In the previous pages, we have discussed the rela=-
tions of Sultdn Mehmud Sh3h end the rortuguese upto 1511.
As stated before, the Portuguese made no vigourous attempt
to £ind a maval base, probably becausé of their engage-
aents in Malabar,. | ‘

The relations of Gujarat with,)_k;ortugueae took a
new direction, after the gppointment of Albuguergue as
Governor and Captain General of Portuguese possessions
in Asia. Duxing his stay in India 1509=1515, he aent
several missions to Gujarat and also received several and
then followed the policy of “Peace ’and understanding
with Gujarat. But the same policy was not followed by
his successors in India. The relations between the Portue
guese in India md the Gujarat Sultins thus fall in three
parts iie. fxom 1512 to 1515 and 1516 vo 1526. The last
ises after 1526 is beyond the compass of this work.

#PART =1

Albuguergue's appointment and his policy in general -
Affonso de Albuquergue, along with his cousin had
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preﬁidusly vislted India in 1503+ He did not do much thenm,
but he leamt much that was useful to him im subseqguent
yearse In 1506, Zom Manoel, the King of ?Qrtuéal, sent
him, as ﬁhe Governor of India from Gujarat to cape Comorin,
in command of four vessels and a cargoe fleet, aﬁder Trige

tao de Cunhae.

Albuguerque reached Cannanore in 1508 and for more
then six months he was treated in o humiliating fashion
by his collegue and Vigervoy in India, de Almeida, Almost
after a year of his arrival in India, Albuguergue took up
his office on November 5, 1509, as Governmor and Captain

G eneral of Portuguese possessions in Asla.,

It seems that Albuguergue, had thres objects in mind
viz. %0 establish Portuguese control over Inﬂién trade,
to break the combinations that Egypt and Venice were en~
gineering, and to place the sea power of Portuguess, on

which all depended, on a firm basis.

Pirst, after asssuming the foica in Inéia, ke put
the k2 administration, suffering from corruption, on a
sound basis. #ith this aﬁcomplish§:§ to place the sea
pover of Fortugual on firm foundations, he lald down the
scheme consisting of a chain of fortress from Aéan o
Malacca, which would be the key stations controlling bthe

Indien ocean. 7Therefore, he eonsidered the possesgion of
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Hormua, Div, Goa, Cannanore, Cochin and Quilon essential.

He began his carceer with three expeditions, against
Hormuz, Oal&éat and Goa, but fz2iled vo captgre’thea in
the beginning because of "the pelitical dispoyalty of the
Pontuguese",1 His sarly failure did not affect the plan
of building a safe commercial meunopoly of Indian trace
through Portuguese superiority in see. He therefore, di~
fierred from his predecessors and followed a different

roelicy to achieve his goal.
Fall of Goa and its effects i-

Albuguerque, after his arrival in India found it
impossible to briné the king of Cali¢ut under his sway,/
likg Rajah of Cochin The defeat of the Dortuguese by
Zamorin of Calicuf. in January 1510, forced him to follow
“the poliey of peace with Zamorin, abandoning the Cochiln
pelicy which froé the time of Dﬁarta Pacheco, the Portu-
guese had accepted as #heir‘own“w 2 Tpis rendered it
necessary to £ind another snd more convenient, base for
naval. operations. Albuguerque, at the instigatlon of the
Hin@u yuler of Vijaynagar attacked Goa, the‘ﬁdil@@éhﬁ
port and captured it in 1510« ’ |

1¢ KMl Pannikar - Malabar and the Porbuguese, pe 72s
2« Kelle Pannikar « Opps Cit ps 77»



The ¢onguest of Coa was an imporbant success forx
Albuquerque. It created a fear complex in the India
coastal rulers, both Hindus and Muslims, forthey found
thet Portuguese intended to remain on the Malsbar coast
as a goveming power. Goa, before it became a Portuguese
possessién was the chief centré for Gujarat commerce in
South. Besides, the conguest of Goa deprived the earliier
centres of trade like Calicut, Cochin and Quilen of their
freedom of commerce for the Fortuguese, as they were sup—
erior in sea, directed the commerce more and more towards
Goa. Hence the centres of trade in south suffered a
gzeaf deal. Secondly, the allies and dependents of For-
tuguese were also recquested to contipue their commerce
through Goa and not mdependenﬁ.y.

Gajarab Sultang snd the Portuguese i-

In view of avoiding further conflict with bhe Portu=
guese Sultan Ma@mﬁa Shah after the conguest cf‘ﬁaa; sent
an envoy, to Albuguerque for negotiating a treaty. How=
ever Albuguerque dismissed the ambassaéar‘anﬂ promised Lo
discuss the terms after the completlon of the fortress at
603.5 ‘

3. Danverse F.C. The Fortuguese in India P - I
pps 212-213. '
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ﬁk i
This victory jof Goa, was alse an imporvant factor

for weakening the naval strength of Gujarat. Therefore,
the Sult®n of Gujarat opened negotiations with bhe Por-

tuguese in Indiaas

Bulten WMalmid ShBh died im 1511, This changed the
situation in Gujarat. Muzeffay Shah II, who su&cee&ed
him, ceuld not always control his noblez. Therefore in-
ternally, Gujerat became a house divided in itself. By
this time, the Joint naval action of Gujarat and bgypt
had also broken down. Hence Amir Husdin the cemm¢né9r
of the Egyptian fleet left Gujarat in 1510.

Embassy from Gujarat to Goa, 1312 :-

After two vigoldrous abttempts, Albuguerque captured
the important port of Malacea im 1511s It gave the Pore
tuguese, the control of the apice trade. Thus it struck
the final blow at the fuslim ¢control of the eastern trade.
The trade of Malascea is said by the Portusguese chronicle |
ers, B¢ have been largely in the hands of the merchants‘
from Gujarat. It is stated "Thek king'of Maloces was
making tea&y a8 fast ag wfs possible and that it was the
Gujaratis who were at work day and night upon the forti-
ficaﬁiﬁns of the stockades, for these were the principal
people who could not bear that the Portusuese should geb



a footing in the land eene® ¥ This vietory helped Albue-
guergue in strengbhening his position among the Indian

rulers. Muzaeffar consequently despatehed an embassy ab

Gga, to negotiate with Albuquergue in 1512,

The embassy from Gujarat was received at é@a and
was detained there $ill December 1512, the reasen being
that Albuguerque was awalting definite instructions for
hiss dealings with Gujarat, from Dom Manocel, the king of
Portugal. After the receipt of his orders, Albuquergue
appeinted Tristse de Ga as an ambassador, 40 the ¢ourt
of Sultan Muzaffar ShEh. The Fortuguese envey carried
with hinm some valuablé presents and three writlen inst-
ructions from Albuquerques Piret, he was to demand por-
mission o erect a fortress in Div for the see:r;ty of
the subjectas snd the property of the king of Portugal.
Secondly, the merchaunts of Gujarat were 4o sond their
merchandise to Goa and not o gny other port in Indla,
and iastl,y_, the king of Gujarat was not to recesive any
Rumes or Turks into his kingdom, because of their enmity
with the Fortuguese. > |

The Guiarat envey taken round the argenal ab Goa
and the fortress of Benestarim iw
Before his departure of the envoy for Gujarab, he

4, Commentaries Vols III pp * 92-93.
S IDIQ ppe 244245, ﬁanverse FoCo The ?ertuguese in
India Vﬂl. I’ .251?4
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was taken & round the fort of Goa, which were full of
munitions and materiesl of war and stables containing
horses. Albuquerque, ordered the army to come out in
formation before the envoy, "s0 that he might witness the
might of the Portuguese™, Then the envoy was taken to
the fort of Benastarim which had been taken twoe years
before from Bijapur, to witness the destruction caused by
Portugnese, This was done, as Albuqnérqﬁe wreites "bo cone-
vey the might of the Pértugueée én@ thereby to suggest
the Sultan. not to place too much of confidence in the
ramparts of Div, in case of aréars from the king of Pore
tugal to Aibnqﬁarque to take that place.” 6

No detailed account, of the representation made by
Gujarat envoy, is given in the aantemporény Portuguese
accounts and in Fersian chroniclers. mherefoxé@ it is not
possible to know much about this embassy. Nevertheless,
Albugueruge's instruwetions to Trisbas de Ga, indicate
the real basis of his policy bowards Gujarat upte his
death in 15154

‘ It can be clearly seen that Albuguerque was prima-
rily interesbed in Div and Gujarat Commerce, So he pressed

for the permission to ereet a fortress at Dive A 'Verbal

6+ Commentaries « III pp. 2484-246, Fi Danverse,
Ope Git ppe 255+2564



threat! of the destruction of the fortifications at Div,
if necessary, also indicates that Albquarqﬁe was mainly
interested in that island.

Albuguergue’s meeting with Melik Ayaz, 1513 -

Aftver digmissing the ;ibaasaéor, Albuquerque gailed
out of Goa on Febnuary’?; 1513, on his Red sea expedition
and reached Aden in Mareh,1513. Aden occupied an 1mpcrb~'
ent position both for commerce mnd pilgrimsge o Mecca
and Madina. Albuguergue after an unsuccessfal atbompt to
capbure it, decided to return to India, and sailed Airec-
tlye o Div, where Halik Ayaz received him and offered him
" and his csptaing the customery presents, Albuguerque with
his fleet, halted for six days, for the repairs of his
boats, which had becemé woxn from constant uses It seeus
that scme discussions took place gbout coneession in Div. ,
Albuquergue appointed Fernao Ma%éin Evsngelho as "Factor®

a George Gorrea as s@qyxener. Leaving behind him a ship
“fgxsbrsgas“ with a quantity of merchandise far sale.
After this he sailed towards the south,

This meeting of Albuqueraue with Malik Ayaz in Div,
is significant. He seems %o have impressed Malik Ayaz by
hls palisy of “no war" with Div ab this times This can be
‘ geen in the light of the angagem&nta and plan of Albuguergue
| Flrst? his main interas; was in capturing Aden and thereby



to close the passage into Red sea and also with this he
wanted to break the alliance botween Hgypt and Venice..
Further with this he could contrel the Indian commerce bew
fore it could reach to Bgypt. Therefore, to take up any

armed actlon against Div appeared te him premature,

Secondly, since the Sul§§n of Gujarat depended more
on Egypt for his naval strengbh this éantact ¢could be cub
off only after the capture of géen* This would aubtomatiw
cally force the Sﬁlﬁan ef Gujarat to accept the "Terms of
peace™. Therefore Albuguergue, in the first instance con=-
tented himself with the permission granted to him by Halik

Ayaz to found a factory at Div.

Albuguerque meets Tristac de Ga in Chaul -~

Albuquerque had to ha;t gt Chaul omn hkis way bo Goa
due to bad weatber. Tristao de Ga by this tiﬁe had reached
'Ghaul@ from Gujarat twe days earlier with the envoys of
Gujarat . He submitted a full rgpart to him on bis mission
to Gujarat.

Tristac's account is very useful %o us for he desc=
ribed the political situation of Gujarat and the atiitude
of the two principal nobles of Gujarat towards bhe Fortue

gueseqs

Tristao reported that he had no cause of complaing



about the attitude of thé~Sul§Eu towards the Fortugnese.
1t seems that Melik Gopi had already gained the favour of
SulBn Mugaffer Sbdh, "The Sultdn had given him a letter
for Malik Gopi, one of the principal meors; of that king-
dom, who showed a keen desire to scrve the king of Portu-
gal®, 4 The proposals of Albuguerque were accepted by
the Sultan except the one of erecting a fortress at Dbiv.
Instead obher sites were offered by the Su1§§n éhich Tri=-
stao declined saying that he bad no subhority to accept
any place other then Div. 8 The Forbuguese proposal for
Div, had been rejected, due to Malik Ayaz whe feared,
"hie exit from Div" in case of such a grant ﬁeing made «
Malik Ay3z brought pressure én Mugaffar‘§§§h, bhrough the
Sultan's favourite queen, Bibi Rani, not to allow the Pors

tuguese to ga;n a foothold in biv.

This indicates that at this timé Malik Ay3z had
fallen from the favounbf Hugaffar Shahe It alac suggests
that the rivalry between the twé great nobles viz. Malik
Gopi and Malik Ay3Z, had also inereased. Malik Gopi and
his supporbters, as could be seen had largely influenced
the Sult8n, in his atbitude towards the Portuguese. It

7+« Comnentaries IV. ppe 5U=€0,

8+ Commentaries IV « pp. 59«60,
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is also diffiault%ta understand the friendly attitude of
Halik Gopl towards the Portuguese. This might have been
the result of Malik Gopi's rfvalry with Malik Ay3z.

Albuguerque and the envoy of Gujerat i«

The gﬁbassader of Gujarat delivered his credenti-
als to Albuguergue and sought his permissieon to send a |
trading company of Gujaratis to Halacca, he alse asked for
a Bafe conduct foy Gujarat ships, navigating towards the
ports. On behalf of his master he complained the capture
of "Meri" o Gujarat ship‘by the Portuguese in the time of
pea&e. Albuquerque an his part stated his desire of eat-
ablishing a "perpetual friendship" with Gujarat but Getl=
ared that "the injury caused to Gujarat ship or soldiers
due to Gujarat's alliasnce with Malacea end Hormuz by fave
ouring them with arms and soldiers, when the Pértuguese

were at war with them." 10

g, Ibid

10. Commentaries = IV pps 59-60, Danverse F.C, The
Portusuese in India -~ Vol. I pps 276-277. The
autbor writes that Albuquergue defended his stand
B0 as not to break off relations with bim i.e.
Gujarat Sultans ' |

\
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The envoy was taken from Chaul to Goa, where the
vessel "Meri", the Gujarat ship held by the Portuguese was
handed over to him. Albuguerque enbtrusted him a letbter for
Malil Geopl, in which he thanked him for rendering valuable
service to him and aasufed him of som$ substanﬁial reward
for the same abt the time of his deparbure from Goa to
Gujarat.

' Ferano ivengelbo's information regerding political
gituation at DAV 3= o

Perano Evengelho, whom Albuguergue appointed as face
wr at Div in 1513, was also charged with the duty of
reporting on the political situation in Gujarat, especi-
ally as he was asked to wabch Malik Ayaz in addition to
his other duties as factor. Albuguerque receivéd reports
from the factor at Cannanore, of the arrival of the repre-
sentative of Qﬁ@i pf Caireo, with presents for the énlyéne
of Gujarat and Bijspure The representative srged <these
rulés with blessings "to war upon the Christians”.  The
Portuguese factor also warned vhe Captain Gepneral that
Shaikh of Aden was trying all the possible means to collect

the force for resisting the Portuguese a%tack.qq

- Albuguerque desnzbches an ewbassy to Gujaratb, 4514 -
Albuguergue, on receiving the news declded o

11. Ibid pps 7577
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despateh an embassy Ho Gujavrats It seems thab Albugquerque
decided this step, as he did not like to be involved in
war with Gujarat, while engaged against Aden. Therefore,
he selected Diogo Pernandes de Bejay his flag captain in
Red sea and James Taxeira, as envoys to the ﬁaurf of Bule
tan Muzaffar Sheh. The envoys were instructed to discuss

with the Sultin the propcsals, sent before,

Before the Bmbassy sebt out on their voyage, Pero

12 soquainted with the Gujarat lane

Quienada and Ganpatim,
suage, were sent in advance, to seok the safe conduct from

the Sulban, for the envoys snd their retinue.

The ¥nvogs in Sures, Mareh 45, 1514 i

The embassy with many Indians reacbed Surat on March
15, 1514 Porc Quismade or Ganpatim were not present when
they arrived there and therefore Bas?ur-gpﬁﬁ, the governor
at Surat, was coatacted to allow the Portuguese to dicem=
bark at Surat. Dastur Eban, becsuse of his illness sent
Miyababl, the drother of Malik Gopl, to receive the Fortu-

gaese embassy, according to the instructions from the

12. Commentaries IV ppe 95~94 Correa in the "Lendas®
calls this Hindu "Chatin” and Castenhada, "Anagaptu"

and"Ganpatu®.



191

. Sultan. The Governor, then honoured them with the silken

dresses .«

The ambassadors were lodged at Malik Gopi's house
and during tleir stay at Surat MiySpbabE looked after thems
Pero Quiemado, after some time brought the news that "Haw
lik Gopi was ouv of the court and out of the favour with
the king”. At this time Dastur Khaén, also inqpiied as to
when they proposed to start for the capital to meet the
Sultan,. The envoys found themselves in awkward situation,
for they had been instructed to take any decision after
\¢onaulting Malik Gopi. They repiied to Dastur Ehan tGhat
since the Sultdn was engaged against Rajputs and since
Albuguerque Rad ordered them to be back in Goa beforelra~
ins, S0 they plapned to retura to Gog and come back‘a@ain
the following year, Dastur Khan was too shrewd for such
arguments and‘sanﬁ a message with ﬁiyﬁpbébﬁ that as the
Sulvan had favoured them with a wsafe gonduct and so it
W@uléfgb ingult Ho him if the& turned backs besides he
himself would be in trouble in case they left, for he had
no power to allow them to r@ﬁu@n to Goas The envoys, the-
éefore, changed their plans and prepared to leave for

Champaner « 2

15, Gommentarics IV pps 95-96.
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The Ambassadors in Champaner and Ahmedabad =

‘i‘i;e Portugese embassy left Surat on March 28, 15W,
accompanied by Hiyay Kamﬁlwdhsdih, the captain of the Guj~
arat troop and thirty attendontvs. The party reached Cha=
mpaner on April 4, 15%. They were received and enter-
tained by Malik Gopi, who was ab this time ju Champaner.
Diogo Fernandez delivered Albuquerque's letter '80 hims The
cmbassy halted tkere for a day and at night Malik Gopi in-
vited them for a dipner. Diogo Fernandez discussed with
him the problem of the fortificabtions at Div. Malik Gopi
t0ld them that he saw no chances of any eccncession ab Div,
for Malik Ayaz had won over tﬁﬁ Sultan and prepared him for
"the policy of resistdnee”. It was folt that such concesse-
ions would be deterzimental t;c: the seeurity of Gujarat. L
Malik Gopl. added that for thls purpose Malik Ayar, after
the departure of Tristao de Ga, had strongly fortified Div

against the Portuguesc. 12

With this background of the situation in Gujarat,
the envoys left fer Abmedsbad (Medoval) to mget the Sulw
. tan. NeXt day, the Sult@n gave them audiance. Presents wore
exthéngéd ?etween the twe and Albuquerque's léﬁﬁar was haﬁ~
ded over fo the Bul@énﬂ ~In this letber the Portuguese

Viceroy offered the whole of Portuguese fleet for any

14+ Danverse FuCe Ope Cibe pe 204,
15, Ibid
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16 The lebter was

service that the Sulban may require.
forvarded Yo Khudfwand Khan (Sedama Khen), the wazir and

they were directed to him to discuss 18 contents with him.

At wa?ir‘s rogidence; at a dinner to which they had
been invited, they discussed the proposals made by Albu=
quergue. The wazir offered them a site at Bakar, which
Diogo deelined to accept and argeed that Bakar was unsui-
table gince they required a strong fortress to guard men
and properity of the Porbuguese agalnst ‘evil elements'.
He added that such injuries were inflicted on them at
Calicut, Quilon and Halacca which would have been avoided,
if they had fortresses at these places, and peace and
friendship with the Indian powers would not have been
broken. Dlogo further argued that by ali:}wing then to
erect a fortress at v, the Sultan would serve his own
inberest. Div, wonld certainly yield him larger revenue
because of increased trade by qutusuaée establishaentg.
Lastly, bhe warned the wazir, that the request made for
the fortress at Uiv was with a view to mainbain "true"”
friendship with the king of Gujarat. Khudawand Khan,
assured them that he would refer the mabter with those

conditions to the Sultana '’

16+ Commentaries = IV, T Q7=08
17. Commentaries = 1V, pp. 100-~102.
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Three days latter, Khudawand Khang returned with
thé{Salﬁén‘s reply in which a site for a fortress was off=-
ered at any of the following places viz. Broach, Surat,
Mahim, Dumas or Bakar. '© Diogo Fernmsndez replied that
he bad no authority to accept any site other than Div.

Khud3wand Khan eontinued the talks with the envoy
though the demand foxr Div had been turned down. He ingu-
ired about the atiitude of the Portuguese fHowards the mo=-
vement of the Gujarat ships to Aden and the straits of
the Red sea provided they sarry no spices. Diogo replied
that since they were ab war with these countries, so it
would not be advisable for Gujarat ships to proceed to
"those paris, for "Grue" friendship "must hold friends of
friends for and enimies of friends for enimiesﬁqg gpudﬁ%
wand Khan specially informed the envoy that the matber
regarding Div werg in the hands of HMalik Ayaz asnd he was
unable to discuss 1t any further, before the Sulbtan. The
envoy ‘then suggested to the wagir, t@at-ﬂuj&rab should be
content to trade with Halacca, Pegu, Mertham, Bengal and
Hormuz, all of which were allied with the king of Fortu=
‘gal, @ithqut seeking to visit Bed sea and Adengag

18. Ibid
19+ Commentaries IV - 100-107.
20. Ibid
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It seems that after his failure to secure site at
Div, Diogo tried other means o isclate Malik AyRz. He
found that even the Sultan had to take into consideration
the strong views of this noble regarding Div and so had
offered other sites to the Portusuese for their purpose.
To undermine the Halik's influence, the Portuguese envoy
suggested as stated above that the commerce of Gularatb
should be directed towards the places who were friendly
to the Portuguese. Thereby a control over th? Gujarat.
commerce could be established even when the fortress at
Piv was not secured. Another object was obviously to
benelit the Fortuguese by giving them a monopoly of Guj-
arat trade. Malik Aydsz clesrly allowed no conc@ésions for
the Fortuguese in Div in view of its commewcial-strategle
inportante. Therefore,, if Gujarat commerce wag concen—
trated in Portuguése ports and the way to Red séa ¢losed
then in that case Div would lose its importance. Thus
this suggestion was a subtle means of widermining Malik

Ay3z and the imporsance of Div.

--Phe embassy, after their short stay in Ahmedabad

left for Surat, with a despateh for Albuquerque and an
escort to accompany them. They were furnished with valu-

able presents,21 for Albuguerque and the king of Portugal

24. These presents are enumerated in the "Commentaries®

o .
There is)story about "genda®™ or “"Reilmoceros", which



196

by the Sultdn, They regched Surat on May 8,154, but could
not leave for Goa till Sepuember 15, 1514, due to bad

weather.

{}?ter the arrival of embassy in Goa, Albugnerqpe
wrote a letter to the king Manoel of Portugal in Octoblr
1514, explaining the situstion in Gujarat snd his policy
towards Div. The letbter itself is of ilnterest for it cle-
arly shows Albuguerque's main interest was in Div and not

in Gujarat. The letter is as follows -

"after the érrival of the envoys from Gujarst, four
guards from Malik 4y3z2 came to Goa. These four men were
commgnded by 51aI ‘41T (Cidiali) who is & bad character
and who knowing our language, is able $o pick up informa=-
tion, which I had rather the Moors kuew nothing about. I
an of opinion that Malik Ayaz (A%) will either surrender
the fevenues of Div to your nmajesty or grant us permiw
ssion to erect fortress bhere, Malik Aydz sent me the
‘acuomyanying Jewel, which is a royal sceptrie of India. 1

accepted it as a good omen on account of its shape.” 22

21, {contd.) was given by Sulbdn Muzaffar Shah to the
king of Portugual. The animal died after sometime
in Lisbén. Cf . Commentaries — IV pps 104=105.

224 F.C. Danverse ~ The Portuguese in Ipdia P -I ,p.307.
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Albuguerque did not stay 1ung_in~Inﬁia for king
Dom Manoel recalled him and appointed Lopo Soares de

Albergaria as his successor.

PART 1T

P A At wi S A PNy

Albuguerque was succeeded by Lepo Soares Alberyga-
ria. He sttempted to carry out Albuguergue's plan in Red
sea, but did not t:ke up the question of Div.

Yiogo Lopes de Sequaire, his succescor appointed in
15184 re-opened this question for he had been sent with
the instructions of erecting a fort at Div, because in
Portuguese eyes, so long as it conbtinued to be in ﬁuslim

hands, the Turks could always find a footing in~india;

Towards the end of 1520, Diogo lopes arrived before
Uivy on his return journey from Hormuz, with an intention
of taking town by iurp#iae, But Malik Ayaz was oo guard
and he frustrated this move in such a determined manner
that Diogo Lopes had sail away without making any movements.
Ayaz vealised the danger snd he sent Sidl‘A1i, the one
eyed eavoy, whe had done'goad seyvice before, Lo follow

the Fortuguese Governor to his caplital« His reporis

25 Whiteway R.S5. @hs.ﬁise of Portuguese power in India
Ppe 191=192,
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revealed the Fortuguese plans and Malik Ayasz strengbhened
the fortifications of Div, and the mouth of harbour was .

also secured by a ehain.23

Dicgo Lopses de Sequeria continued the effort but
failing to achieve his objects. by negotiations, he deter-
mined %o use force. He appeared before v sgain on Febru-
aryv9, 1521, with a fleet of forbty-eight vessels, but
found the place so strongly fortified and garrisoned
that on the advice of hls war council; ke gave up the in=-
tention of abtbacking it and afer landing an envoy for the
Sultan, sailed on to Hormuz. DLiloge Fermandez de Beja
was also left behind at Div, with few véssels,‘ostensibly
to take away the Portuguese factor when ﬁis work was fi-
nished« This act was interpreted as hostile one and Guj=
arat ships unéef‘ﬁggé Mubanmad went out againat the Por-
tuguese. De Beja had, therefore, to escape from Div éq&

reached Hormuz ten aaﬁs after the Governor.,aé}

Renewal of atbeck on Div 3 1521 i~

The ¥ortuguese Governor, on his return journey
tried other plsn namely, to build a fortress in Mugzaffe
arabad or JE#hrabéd, twenty miles from Div, and thence
to piunder the coast. He discgssad the plan with his

24. Whiteway ReSe Ope olbe ppe 191-192 cof. Danwerse
F.C. OD» CitGe \ ‘
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captaina, but Ealik Ayaz's agent came to knéw of 1t and
reporbted it to him. Diogo ?eréan&ea proceeded in advance
with “four gelleons to prevent any ships from entering
the port and he captured some that made the aﬁtampt“.
#alik Ayaz too atbacked and damaged the Portujuese vessw
els, compelling them to withdraw.

 Diogo Lopes, cap%uréd gome of the Muslims ou his
way to Div from Hormuz and divided them in the vessels of
his fleet. Cne of the ships of the Governor carried stores
and munitions. The Muslinm eéﬁtives in that ship prefia
eﬁ%ng death to slavery set fire to ship, with the result
that the magazine exploded and the veasel was blqwn‘ny.
After this calamity, Diogo Lopes had to leave Div and he

proceeded to Chauls

Diogo after his failure in Div, opened negotiations
- o
with @xhan Nizam Skih, the Sulpan of Ahmgdnagar, for
erecting a fortress in Chaul. le was successful in his

endavour and secured the required permission.

It seems that the move of ﬁicgo in the bterritory of
Ahmadnagar was simed against the commerce of Gujarat which
would f§rce the Sultan of Gujarat to accede 0 the Fortu=
guese demand for Div, Gonsequsotly. Thinking that it
would affect the trade of Div and increase the Fortuguese

power, Malik Ayaz resolved to'preveﬁt it. So he sent a
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flotilla of Pifty ships under‘ﬁgya Mubammad and ;n,t£e
battle that followed, the dujarat navy was successful as
the Portuguese lost their former Xuxy Lhakx SSpye® anbaw
ssador tc Gujarat court de Beja, during the Pfight. The
expedition 4&id a congiderable amount of damage to the
Fortuguese till the battle ended.2”  Halik dyaz bad to
retire from Chaul because of the arrival of the‘)reinfarc-

enent under lLom Louis_.aé

. Malik Ayaz had died in 1582 and thus the first phase
of the Porbuzuese relations with the Sultan of Gujarat

ended,

Aysz the Governor of BPiv -

1% was a long duel pearly quarter'of a century oeb~
ween Gujarat Sultans snd Pcrtué:uese power on Gthe wesbtern
coast, but on the whole Guiarat Sulidns succeeded in keep-
ing the rortugusse off their coast. The main architect for
this suecess was Malik AyBz. Bven after his death the rore
tuguese; 4id not succeed in erecting a fortress at Div.
Only in 4535, 1e@ during ‘cﬁe reigﬁ of Sultan Bahddur
Shah end when the Sultanate was in lts decline, that they

secured their objeetive.

25. Whiteway ReSeofRs Cive pre 194~195.
26+ Danverse F.C, Ops Git. ppe 352-353.
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Malik Ayaz and hig policy i-

The policy followed by Malik Agaz during the govern—
orship of Albuguerque neecds to be apﬁraised. Barlier he |
had followed the bold policy of abbacking the Fortuguese.
During 1509-1515, with Albuguerque in India, he attempted
"indirect resist%hce" mainly for. two reasons. First, after
the £all of Goa, Albuguergue's prestige rose high and co-
mmanded respect from Ipdian rulers. Malik Ayaz felt hime
self weaker in comparison to the Portuguese and did not
think it advisable to btake an offensive, against them. The
Gujarate envoy during his visit to Goa,vhad seen the stre
eagbh of the’?ertuguese. Therefore immediately after the
envoy's return, he used gll possible means to defend Div,

in ¢case of a Porbtuguese attack,

“

Albuguerque, also felt that be could not take Div
by direct atback and though Aden and Div were vital bo
his projected control of the Arabisn sea, he abtempted

to secure Div by negotlatlons.

Hence Albuquerque's policy gave Malik Ayam enough
time for conselidating the heady strong defensive, buk-
work of Div. Malik Gopl, whom the Portuguese kﬁew as
their "best friend" informed the Fortuguese embassy in
1514, that they had lost the opportunity of gehieving
their object for iMalik AyAsz had strongly fortified Div

-

and has gained the Sultsn's favour. Albuquerque during
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his stay‘in Div, had an opportunity to examine its Porti-
fications.

It seems that Albuquerque gave up the hopes of

- storming Div, in face of such defences and so asked for
Tortuguese factory in Div and this was granted by Malik
Ayag. ‘

Albuguergue, after reaching G&a, aént an embassy
to the Gujarat Sultan; inspite of the information he re-
ceived from the factor at Div, sbout the hostile attitude
of Malik Aydz. ’

Malik Ayaz followed the correct policy of "resise
taﬁce" during 1515-1521. This palicy nelyed him in fule
fillipg his objective of keeping the Portuguese out of
Div, when some of the pobles did not favour bhim.'This, we
£ind, when Khudfwend Khdn, said bo de Beja that the site
for fortification at Div could not be @fante&Ato them for
1t belonged to HMalik Ay3z. |

Malik Ayaz's timely pdlicy regarding Div helped the
Gujarat Sultans in keeping the sea coast of Gujarat free
from Portuguese. Undoubbedly, this was the most valuable
servica,renderéﬁ by Malik Ay&z‘to G%Farag, when ite bhe
nobles were divided and the Sultanpfailed to decide on a

decisive policy.
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