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OBILLTY UNDER THE SULTANS AND \
ZHEIR PRINCIPAL NOBLES : 14581526+

Constitution of Nobility i=-

The nobility of Sultan Mubmid Begads consisted
of Rejpuisy Persians, Turks, Abysslnians, Egypbians end
probably a Bussisng tous

Abmad Shah, after the foundation of an independent
Sulbanate of Gujarab, undertook = systemabic reduction of
Rajput c}ﬁ.gftaina and his besk was carried on and comple-
ted by his grandson rﬁa?m'ﬁﬁ Shdh, The ’Ra;jpuisa, who submi~
thed and some of vhom converted were glven ﬁi@hpusﬁa in

the adrpinistratione

Halik Gopl who, bthough a Bralmin himself, was app-
ointed his w.a.z'ir, is an e¢xample of ks unorthodoX policy
of thia Sultin.

Hay-i-BBy3n was o Rajput noble of Sultdn Mahwad
Begadas Detaills aboubt hir are not svailable, The Persian
chroniclers mentioned him only once. Most of the gates
and localities of Ahmedabad are nemed after the nobles
of the SultBEhs of Gujarat. Hence, we might be right in
gssuming thot the Raipur Gate énd the locallty a{i;}oining
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to i% could have been named afber hime

Kalik Ay8z, whe was brought from the slave marked
of Constantinople to Gujsrab, was probébly a8 Russian. The
sorvices that he rendered in keeping away the Portuguese
from the sea-coast of Gujarat, during the reigns of Sule
tar) Mahmid and Muzaffsr SpEh LI were unigue.

Déwarmﬁlwmuik, a pious noble, was of Quraish ori~
gin. He was posted agalingt bthe Rajput Garasias of Ambaran,q
and of the nelghbouring verritories, during the last years

of his life.

HMalik ggfbéﬁ én& Halik Haji Q3lh wexe formerly
slaves and we do not knew about their origin. The Sikan-
dar has referred them as the trusted nobless They were
trusted counsellors of the Sulthn. Sultén Mabmid when in
the beginning of his reign faced Lthe rebellion of some |
novles, these nobles remained logal to him and gulded him
in the right direction o face the rebhllion.

Kbud3wand Zhan was the brother-in-lsw of Sulbzn
¥aliid and so be occupied a vesponsivble positlon among
the nodles of the Sulfan. The Sultdn Gid not like him in

14
the later ysars of his reign because he inltigled an

-

4e Ambarsn is new in Nawapagar in 8agraahzrg,



unsuceesaful conspiracy against him in 1480,

Malik Bohd-ud-din and Darya %pﬁn, were the compa=
nions of the Sultan from his ¢hildhood, They exercised s
good deal of influence durﬁng*nhis'pewiﬁag

The nobles who were the kinsmen of Sulten Mahmud,
held imporbtant post in the kingdom and they ranked the
highest among the noblesgs. The next in opder were the
nobles of Qgpalsh origin and after them Ghe copverited Hajw
puts, for the Bajputs have been ménbioned frequently by
the ¢hroniclers, This is not true for the whole §f Mahmud

Shah's reign.

Mahoid Begada, thougk staunch Huslim, was a consi-
derate Sult@n wherever he found an sble man he gave him
a sultable positioun,. Hence, we could sec %hatﬁﬁoblea, viZae
Mallk Ayaz, Malik S@rang and Malik Gopi, though of diffe=

vent origin, oecupied importsut positiens iv his reiga.

Functions of Nobility :-

Adminiztration was not divided into cilvil and mie-
litary spheres in this sge. The whole kingdom was divided
in units big wd sﬁallg known as“%hanhs“{ It seems that
no major changes wer&{maﬂé in tha'xuﬁgl adwinistration
during the Sultsnate peried. ‘



~

Firishiiah informs us that Sul {fn MahmBd divided
his kingdom into five "Thanas". They were, (a) bwarka
and Sankhodhar, (b) Songhier near abuy (¢) Godhra in
Panchméhals District; (d) Mahim in modemn Bombay, (e)
Atmedabad,? Heve, it is difficult to explain the eXact
meaning of the word "Thana". These divisions, were based
on st?ategical rather than on a&ministraﬁive cqnaidaraﬁions.

The nobles wera‘appointéd on each of these "Thanas"
and were entrusted with the duty of its;édminisﬁration and
defence. Thus, bobh the administrative and military po-
wers were vested in them,. They maintained thely own for-
ces but before proceeding against eﬂemy'thay had to sesk
the permission of the Suldu. The Sultdn had £ull autho-
rity over their farces\and he prdered them to joln him

with thelr conbtingent, whencver i¢ was needed. -

The nobles in charge of verious “Thanas" had to
follow instructions from the Saltan in matters of admini-

strations “

fhe main c¢ivil foncbion of the nobles, it seens,
was Ho maintain peace and order, to gollect revenne in
their respective territories. Duc to the paucity of his—
torical material, it is not @asaible‘talgive an account

of the other duties of the nobless

2., TF- Trans (é) IV, pe62 TA ~ Trans (Ds) I
DD+ 253=264, e (Do) Tt



Military duties -

- The power of the Sulqané rested in their ﬁilitary
strength. Hence, #hey*paid.grsat attention to it. 7This
was” thelr chief éqncern. Though the army was 5i§ideaein—
%0 ds.:};:erent batches, each under individual nobles,
the over all control remalned with the Sult@n. The sol-
diers under the different nobles, were more 16351 %0
their immediate masters.than to the Sultan. This can be
proved by an instance whick oceurad in the beginning of
Sultan Mabulid's reigu. Some of the nobles revolted aga-
inst the accession of MahmUd, At this tine, the soldiers
under the nchles remained loyal to their immediste masters,

It seens thalt besides their origins, the relative
status of nobles, was also determined by the troops un=-
der their control. Hence in diasputes regarding succession
powerful nobles formed partlies, each sponsoring its own
eandidate, The early difficulties of Sulban Mahmud were

Such Yival oauong T nebles -
the result ofﬁph&s. Whereas, mugaffar Shah II escaped -
these initial difficulties probably betause, no rival

claimant on the throne set himself up.

The nobles had to be yemdy, whenever they were ca-
lled for military service. They also advised the Sultm
én militavy problems. For instance, the nobles advised

Sultan Mehmid to go on the campeign against Chempener
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(1480) and this was accepted by him, Buy the Sulbtan reje-
cted the advise of the nobles to escape from the fors for
his safeby, when gome of the nobles revwolted agalnst him
(1458). Bimilarly, Mugaffar Shah II delayed in sending
reilefs for Nigﬁmeﬁl«mulk, vhen the latbter was attacked
by Rana Sanga of Chilbor, on the advice of the nobles,.
Thus, the wmilitary du&ieé weré‘iqgartaﬂt but how they wee’
re pexformed, largely depended on the personality of the

rulere.

" It took a strong and dominating ruler to keep bthem
in control. We may see this illustrated in the contrast
between the reigans of two rularé viz. SBultén Mépﬁhd Shah
and Sulfdn Muzaffar Phah II. During the reign of Sultan
Malmtid Shah though the ncbles were divided bub they were
nol powerful enough to challenge the aaﬁhariﬁy of the
Sultan. While in the later reign, we find that the Rajpub
nobles, under H{allilk SErang and Malik Gopi, foxméﬁ theixn
own group and Malik Ayssz disobeyed the orders from the
Sultan, when the royal army was at war with the Rana Sanga
of Chitor (1522). i

Apnother instanée, eqnally~importanﬁ may be cited.
Sultan Mugaffar Shih's threc sons, viz. Sikandar Ehan,
Bah?dur\gpan and La?if Ehan, were supported by rival groups
of the nobles.” It seems that the sispute had been solved
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vhen Sikendar Khan was proclaimed as the suceessor, but
later he was assassinated and Bahddur Khan was declared

the Sul *fgﬂ .

These nobles whe had supjorted the successful cl-
aimghﬁg were rewarded, immediabely after their accession
on the throne, both Malmld Skhah and Mugaffar Shah appoin-
ted those nobles who hed suprorted them. While fhose who
werse oprosed Ho it were cither removed or given minor

roaltions.

- Therefore, from the above discussion 1t is possible
to conclude that the Sulgéas sdninistered their milibary

affairs with vigilance and care.,

The rPrinciral nobles of the Sulkans i~
[

The author of MirBt-i-Sikandari has glven us a
detai:}ed,gccount of the important nobles of Sultan Uahmid.
Their memory is atillypreserved in the names of several
wards snd suburbs of ahmedabaé,'and.also the Deautiful

mosques which thelr piety led them to erect, However 1%

5 (Bomdd) rFrince Sikandar was favoured by Imﬁd»ﬁl«mulk
KhughQadam. Frince BahBdur KbBn was supported by Kbu-
- ¢ - - - - % g .
dawend Magnad A1, T3j Ehen Nappdli and MajlTs-i-

Sami Fath Ebdn Baluch (Prince of Sind)



must not also be forgotien tﬁat the elaborate additions
made by them to the architecture of the capital and to
the environs in general, were also the’reault'af royal pa-

tronage and influence.,

Malik AySz Sultini -

The Portuguese travellers Jao De Barbesa glves an
account.of the carly career of Malik Ayas Sultdni.* It
appears that Malik Ay3z was a Russian. The Turks captured
him and took him to Constantinople and had sold him there
28 slave to a merchant, who traded with Bamascua,,ﬁaiig
and the east. This merchéﬁt brought him “to Suxﬁén Hahmtd.
Malik Ay8z distinguisbhed himself and became important
noble during the reigns of Mahmud Shih and Mugzaffar Shah
II,.

He was a man with valour and skill and proved in=
valuable to hig masters. SBikandar writes that one day duw
ring an expedition against the ruler of Malwa, a hawk fie
ying overhead, let fall it droppings on Mahn@d Shah. This
was taken a2 an evil omen by Aydsy who was close by the
Sultan and so shot it down with an arrow. The Su;?ﬁh was

delighted and granted him freedom on the Spote”’

4, Duarte Barbosa visited Gujarat in A}Dgﬂ515. His work
is an important source book for this book.
5¢ M8 = Trans (F) ppe.82-88. ¢fta ML, Dames ~ The Book



It appears that Malik Ayaz won the favour of Sulbtan Mah-
mud about 1482-1484,. This was the troubled period during
which Sultdn Msheld had to intercept the Malwa army, in
their effort to come bo the aid of Raval Jaysingh of Ch-
ampaner Pavagadb, At this time the Gujarat army attacked
the territory of Raval Jaysingh.

¥alik Aysz as a Governor of Div :-

is a mark of further favour, Malik Ayaz was app-
ointed in charge of the town and island of Div. Further
we find him alse mentioned as the governor of Sorath.
During his office in Div, he by his admirable policiecs
made the town celcbrabed for its trade. ¥ith the result
that he sotn smassed wealth, even after paying a good am-
ount of revenue te the Sul{Zn. As CGovernor of Div, he ex-
- ercised almost a regal sway and did much to fortify and
beautlfy the island. He erected 1ts fort, later on reco-
netructed by the Portuguese when they became the master
of the place. He built a tower in the =sea o0n an under
water rock and from it drew a maessive iron chain ( the
Sankal RKot) across the moubth of the harbour, =0 as to
prevent the Portumuese ships from entering. Malik Ayaz
further constructed a substantial bridge over the narrow

chafnel which separates island from the mainland “Puring

5, (contd.) of Duarbe Barbosa (Hak,506.) I, ppe 130=131 n.



225

the reign of Malik Ayasz“, says Sikandar " no Firangi
shii¢ dare enter a port of Gujarat. Now-a=-days hoﬁ a

)
vessel dere leave a port (A611) of Gujasrab withoul a pa-
sg from the Firangis, except perhaps, from SBurat and

then oply by the boldness and gallantry of the crew.”6

H s wealth and liberaliby :—
\V g

- The rersian chrouniclers give many sborles about
his great wealth, He had a thousand water ecarriers on
his establisbment and when on march kept with him a huge
reservoir ef leather which supplied his army, his horses
‘ aﬁé elephants with water. His rebuiners, down to humbl-
est were clothed in valvet and broad cloth and gold
brocade, and his table was supplied with the richest

and rarest dalnties of food from every country.

It is said that when inyreign of Wuzaffar Shah II,
the king summoned Malik Ayaz from Sorath to help hiwm in
the war with Rana Sanga, the liglik-used to invite all the
nobles in the royal camp to dine ab his table. This assu=-

mgtion of superiority caused Jealousy in the uobles.7

6. B3 = Trans (F) ppe B4=85,

7. Malik ay3zds pelitical career has been discussed in
detnil In the sections on "The Portuguesy Relations
and the Bajput Helations of Wugaffar Shah II",



His death 3~

After waging unsuccessful war against Rana Sanga,
Malik Ayaz returned to his Jjagir Uiv, in Saurashtra. He
died at the town of Una, 1n the extreme zouth of Saura~
shtra, in A.H. 928/1522, and he was buried near the tomb

of Samag-ud-din.

ttuhifiz Khan -
) PO

Muhdfiz Khin was originally known es Jam3leud=-din
Muhammad. He is mentioned ss "Fawjdar" ana "kotwal" at
the capital and was on more than one occasion “Amdr* in
charze of Ahmedabad during the Sultan's absence. He was
raised to the office of "wagir" and "N3ib-dl-mulk® in
succeasion to Khuddwand Xhan in 1480 and we £ind him hi-
ghly praised for his qualities. Mubafiz Khan was the gre
and father of HBuspam Xhan, the author of "*l‘é'rikfg——i—
Bahadur @"a’h‘i ¥, which has been extensively used by Sike
andar and i;éji»u‘d—-ﬂabzr for their works on the history

of Gujarat.

DEvar-dl-mulk :-

ngarwﬁl-ﬁaulk was betber Konown as a szint than a
noble during the reign of Sul?‘én Mahn@id Begada. Sikandar
has depicted him, with the support of number of stories,

as a seldier of qguality and a man of plety. These stories
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can hardly be considered reliable by modern culbural
standards.

He was a religious man and therefore after the cone
quest of Saurashtra the Sultds appointed him the "Féujdar"
of Ambarana in Saurashtra (now in Rawanagar) and entrusted
him with thé ﬁork of conversion and sub&ission ef Rajput
"Garasias" of tﬁe nelghbouring district. He was assassi-
nated by a Rajput of "a depraved heart” om the zfil—qﬁda,
13,879 A.H/Harch 21,1475.°5 He was buried in Ambaran,
and gince then be has been vene;ated aé a Saind nﬁder the
_ nsme of Shah Daval. His shrine of Ambaran has become a
centre of pilgrimage and "visited by thousands of people

from every quarter, chiefly from the Deccan and Malwa.“ ?

¥a1ik*$1In KhudSwand Khen 1=

Malik“alin was the brother-in-law of Sultdn and
probably ronked next to the Sultan during the great part
of the reign.

He was, however, the author of a cénSFiraQy tc dew-
throne the Sultan in 1480, Sulfan Mabm@d, at this time,
was out of the capital and Ide»&lamulk,was in charge of
the government in Ahmedabad. By this faithful ncble's

timely action the plan of the consyirétor'was averted.

8. MA = (Suppl,) N. Ali & Sedon, pe 47.
. MA =~ (Sﬂppl,y) Ali & Bedon, pe 48,
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The Sultan punished the conspirators but pardoned the
Maliky saying, "If I pu Malik 41In bo death or exile him
from the counbry, where in Gujarat can I find a man like
him." 10 |

He was a man of elogquence and he was conversant
with may languages. He was exXpert in archery and at the
game‘of Chaugsn (Polo). He is accredited for introducing
the seeds of Kharbuzab (melon) and the saplings of the
fig and of %hé solid bémboérfrcm'Vijaynagar and Deccan in
Gujarat. He was buried in Alimpur {now Dana Limdaﬂ@?

adjoining his mosqne.11

dalik STrang giwAn-dl-mulk

He and his brother Mulle, were originally Rajputs
and taken as captives by Sultan Mahmud Shah, who conver-
ted them to Islam.

He won the favour of Sultan NMahuud Shah and obtain-
ed the tities of Mngyaiis-ﬁlumnlk and inémngifmalk from
bim. It is said that Malik Sarang was bold in his eXpress-
ion and the Bultan permitvted him o eoXpress any truth,
even if it was bibtter.'® His services to the Sultan in

10. B35 =« Trans (¥) ps 87 MA ~ (Suppl.) N. 41i & Sedon
pel4 Beyley = Gujarat pps 286«287.

11« M8 ~ Trans (F) pre 86-87.

“i?- M8 -« Trans (F) ;p, 56-87
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at the time of the conspiracy of ggaa§wan& Khan in 1480
and in the final storming of the fort of Pavagadh in 1484,
brought him into prominange.

During the reign of Sul?én Muzaffar Shah II, the
nobles of Hindu origin formed a party under his leadership.

During this reign he also became turbulent.

‘ He became the gbvernpr of Ahmedabad in 1520 and
administered it strongly. After the death of Malik Ayaz,
‘Div beegme a trouble spot and therefare,Sultan‘ﬁahadur
" Shah gppointed bhim in c¢herge of Div, inrﬂsas, |

The date of his death is unknown and probably he
died an o0ld man soon after‘1528. He founded the locality
- of Barangpur in dhmedsbad, probably during his governship
of the capital in the time of Sulten Muzaffar Shah II.

Malik sn?ban 2

He was one of the principal nobles at the Gujarat
court since the reign of Sultan Mabmud and was receipzent
of the titles of Imad-ulmmulk and Malik~u3~bharq (Lord
of the East)s '

Malik Tuhf3h-i-Sultdni, his father, was in the ser-
vice of SulyZn Ahmad Shah and he received the title of
Raj~dlemalk in 1415. On the request of the king of Sirohi,
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LE5

0

. he was sent against Rana Kumbha of Chitor, during the
- X ). T ’
reign of Sul?an Qy@b~ud~&in where he wasa defcated with

heavy losses,

In the beginning of the réign of Sultan Mabmid,
the Halik was appointed in the office of "wagfrg. He was
a successful administrator and the people were happy un<
der him. As Sikandar gbtates "Neither in east or in vest

was a "wa?ir" 1ike him".13

It seems that after 1461 he went into retirement.
He lzid g large garden atvached with hié name "Ba§p~i~
shtbEn” in Rakhyal and & “Raudsh® inside it. The royal
“Firman"” in the marble slab ingide the "Haudah" exhibit
the text with slight éariatians_ It records the graant of
8iX “ploughs” of land in prosperity to Melik SH*ban and
his decendants by Sultdn Qutb-ud-din Abmad Shah,™

Mallk Gopl s-

Malik Gopi, a noble, deserves special mention fopr
his career indicates, that Hindus were not debarred from
zek riainé to some of the highest poats in the Sultanate.
- It is, however , from the Portuguese and some of the tra=-

vellers accountg, rather than from Persian chroniclers,

134 S = Trans (F) ppe S6=87.
14. Eplgraphica Indo-Moslemica (1921-22) 17 »45.



that we are able to gather the details abéut the career

and family of this remarkable man.

It is believed that he was a native of Buret, and
the historical traditions in the local histories of this
city in Urdu and Gujarati indicate that Surat was not a
place of importance until the fourteenth century. The
prosperiby of that ¢ity dates from the time of HMallk Gopi
at the end of that century. His name is given as Gopi-
nath or Gopinaik.

He began w98 a rich trader and his‘sueceaé in busi-
ness attracted meny merchants to Burxat, from nearby pla=-
ces, especially from Rander. He founded one of the sub-
urbs in the town ¢alled Gopipura after him and enlarged
2 pond later knowﬁ as Gopi Talav, 15 making it the chief
beauty spot of the citye Sul?éﬁ Mugaffar Shah II, pleased

15, P. Della Valle, the Italian traveller took note of
this in 1623, "Travels of in India", Ed. E. Grey Hgk
Socs I, ppe 34=35.

Thevenot - Iravels into Indies, Trans, lLovell (Lon-
don) 1687p. 25 (1666) The embaésy of Sir Thomas Roe.
Ed. W. Poster (HekeSocs) I, pe 112 (1615) J4s De
.Manéelse (1e38) Voysges and Travels into the HBast
Indies - Trans J. Davies (Ieondon) 1662, p;‘ay!
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~ at his successes in making Surat flourishing town, enti
tled him as "Malik" and his wife as "Rani", Mallk Gopi's
wife founded a ward known as "Rani Chakla" end built

8 regerveir known as the "Rani Talav's 16

In the court of Ahmedsbad, he befriended Malik S3-
rengs Sikandar tells us that he end Malik Sarang conducted
everything in a high handed manner and that the entire
government of the country was in their hands. It secems
that either in the last years of ﬁa@mﬁa‘Begaﬁa‘s reign or
in the beginning of Sultdn Muzaffar Shih's reign, he was
sppointed in the office of "wazZir® and remsined so, for
the first two or three years of the latter's reign. A%
his interceasion, the life of Rao Bhim, was spared by the
Sultan. '

The Portuguese historians infom us that Malik
Gopi befriended them and advanced their case against Maw
lik Ay8z. The Portugnese embassy despatched by Albuguerque
to the court of Sultdn Muzaffar, landed f£irst to Surat,
with the hope of gaining seme instructions from Malik
Gopi. Dastur Ehdn, the Governor of the town, informed
them that Melik Gopi was “out of king's favour". Duarte

15+(Contd.) Commissariat M.S. Mandelso's travels in
¥Ye India (Oxford 1931) Te Xl
16, Bom. Gaz. 11, Surat and Broach pp. 70-91.
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Barbosa, a traveller who visited Gujarat in 1515, descri-
bed Lim as a "grest friend of the Porﬁuguese“.q? Hence it
is clear that Malik Gopi must have been in power for two
or bthree years in the begipning of Sul?én Mugaffar's TE=
ipgn, for the historians do notv refer o him such position

during bthe reign of Sal?ﬁn mﬁgmﬁd Begada.

Death of Malik Gopi =

Malilk Gepi is said to hdave bDeen executed by the
oxders of Sultin Mugaffsr SEh between 15M4=1515, © It is
likely that he was put to death gome time early in 1515,
for Barbosa at the time of his visit to Surab states "IHi-
therto a heathen named Milocoxin (ﬂalileOPi) held sway
and governed here, who the king of cambaﬁ ordered 4o be .
slained on account of the evil reports -he received about

him' ki 19

It is c¢lear that when the Portuguese landed in Suxat

in 1514, they were instructed to gee Malilk Copi by Albu—~

17 . Barbosa had no chance of seeing falik Gopi, for at
this time he had been executed at the Sultan's orders.
of « ¥.Le Dames ~ Book of Duarse Barbosa (Hak.Soc.)

PD #1480~ 150,
18, M5 - Trans (¥F) pe 94-95.
19+ lels Dames - Book of Darte Barbosa (I) pp. 149-150.



querque, Duarte Barbosa an officer in the service of the
Pcbtugueae in India, 8id not see him during his’visit of
Gujarat in 1515, Malik Gopi vherefore must have died after
the arwival of the Portugwuese embassy in Gujarat in 5514
and before the vigil ofqﬂuarte Barbosa in 1515. Mo accca;
nt of Malik Gopi is available aftor the Portuguese embassy |

either in bhe Gommentaries or in the history of De Barros.

According to Bikandar, Malik Gopil was a man found
of pleasures, of dancing girls and entorvainments. He
had a large seragléio and held dancing pavties at his ree=
sidence frequently. One day Abmsd gﬁﬁn; a near relation:
of the Sultan, disguised bimself as a torch-bearer and’

" entered Malik Gopi's house to see a beaubiful dancing
girl. Malik Gopi's servanits recognised him and beat him
so severely vhat he died the next day. The Sultan was enw
raged at this ineident end ordered Gopi's house to be
plundered and Gopi was brought before the Sultén@ Goypl
pleaded for his 1life, but the Sultan ordered, him to be
put to death, declaring that "many Muslims had suffered
through his sctions”s °C pietro Della Velle in his "Ira-
vels" and John Ogilby in his "asia" have menbtioned that
¥alik Gopi's daughter at Surat was reduced 40 a position

of great poverbty and misery.gq

20, HG - Trans {F) p.éé, Rcsé - Ah‘arabic history of
Gujarat, L, ppe 116=117.

21. Travels of Pietro Della Valle in India, Ed. by Gray



The fate, HMalik Gopi had to meet, was probsbly
due to the jealousy of other nobles and the parvow reli-
glous outlook of the Sultan. The power and prestige en-~
joyed by ﬁalik»ﬁeyi, besides his ostentabtious, seenms fo
have been arcused the Jjealousy of Muslinm roblés in the
Gujarat capital. ‘

Yersian ehronicler indicates that he and Malik
SBrang shaved the administration of the cspitals The Te-
marks with which Sikandar reports Lhat the Sultda too
have made, when Gopi's execublon, were "many Muslims

bad suffexed~€hroush his sctions™, Therefore, it seems
‘that the immediate events alone were not the only causes

for Halik Gopi's execution.

Khush Qadam the Tmad~gl-Mullk te

Bultadn fiahmUd Begada's prominent nobles, viz.
Malik Ay3z, Malil Gopi end Malik SBrang also played an
important pa¥t in Sultan Muzaffar Shah's reign. Another
noble Ehush &adam caﬁeAinto prominence during tﬁe latter.
reigne. '

According to Sikandar, he Joined the service of

21. (contd.) (Hak.300.) pp+33=~34 JoBn Opilby, Asia p.211.



Sultan tuzaffar Sh8h, as a purchased slave of Bibi Rani.
§§31~aﬁ~®35§r in bhis Arabic hisbory®” says ihat 3ibi BHani
was the foster mother of Khugh wadem and that the latber
won the favour of the Sultén because of this and of his

good leoks.aa

Ehugh Qadam distinguished himpelf at the time of
Hugaffar Shih's accession and during the seige of Mandu
in 1520, be gained the title of Mukhelis KhWan. He was also
known s Halik-us-Sharq, in addition to his title LnEd-Gi~
%ulkoaa During the seige of Handu he was entrusted with
a section of army of "Sari" gate of Mandu forts He had a
 force of 2,000 men, composed of 5,00 Abyssinlans, 500
drabs and 1,000 archers, probadbly Bhils.2¢ He scaled the
walls of the fort and led way into it. He may have inidti-
gted the messacre of the Rajyubs, that followed., This su=
cecess hrought hinm into prominence.

This, however, proved a short lived for iaomediately
after the death of Muzaffar Shah, he was executed by the

- e
orders of Bah3dur Shah,=”

22. H5 = Trans (F) 131=133, Ross = in Avablc hisboxry
of Gujorat = I, pe134%.

23, Wadvi ~ lugaffar SpAML (Gud.Text 1942) pp.11,20,22

24, Ibid pp. 26=27 and Fn.

25. Ross - An Argbic hisvory of Gujarat 1, peidd.



