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saiyyids og BAim mid their helahoms

WISH TIB SOLTIS OF, GUJARATC1458-1526)

The Bukhari Saiyyids of Batwa influenced the reli

gious, political and social life of Gujarat, since the 

beginning of the independent Sultanate to its end and 

were influential even during the Mughal age. She saints

of 3atwa probably achieved renown during the time of Shah
\ mm £A lam, the eleventh son of Saiyyid Burban-ud-din • .Being

the guardian of Prince FalQ^han (Mahmud Sliah I)} his 

rjrestige, must, have been at its height and his influence 

unchallenged during the last seventeen years of life, 

which he passed in the reign of Sultan Mahmud.

We have to depend for an account of their role in 

the Sultanate mainly on Mirat-i-Sikandari and %rat-i- 

AhsacUL (Supplt*) Sikandar’s account of their life is 

hardly objective, for he was the disciple and a follower 

of one of the descendants of Saiyyid Shah AJLsnu

_ &jT\
Ancestor;/ and early life of Shah A lam and his 
relations with the Sultans s-n"Jlir 1'.u-ir. .urrnm.-rii. mwurnm.

Saiyyid Shah AjLam was the descendant of Saiyyid 

Jalal Buyjari (1^08-1584) from Bukhara, who settled in 

the Punjab and was buried at Uehh near Shavalpur on the
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banks of Sultlej • He is better known as Makhduia-i-O'aban- 
iyan. According to Sikandar this saint was highly honoured

IXat the court of Delhi, during the reign of Sultan Pirfz 
Shah Tughulaq.^

We are further informed by the same author that the 
Bukhari Saiyyid Makhdim-i-Jahahiyan is regarded as the 
patron saint of the Gujarat dynasty* The story runs that 
Sadhu and Sadharan, the two brothers, were the '‘Tank laj- 
puts1* of Thanesbwar, in South Punjab, they secured the 
favour of Sul tab Pirus Shah Tusyhulaq, by giving their sis
ter in marriage to him during the tenure of prince*

Probably because of the influence of the Bukhari 
Saiyyids, Sadhu and Sadharan took up Islam as their reli
gion* Sadharan received the title of rt&ajih-ul-mulk,f (the 
support of the state) at the royal court. When Pirus Tu-
gbulaq ascended the throne, Kafar Khan and Shams Khan,

- 9the two sons of Wajih-ul-mulk, were promoted to the rank 
of nobles.2

- 3Saint Burhaa-ud-din Quto-i-AJiam i-

He was bo^n in 1338 and was the grand son of Sai- 

yyid JalaL Bukhari. His father died, when he was ten years

1. MS - Trans (P) p*3*
2# MS - Trans (P) pp-3, 27-28.
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old, Shah Baju Qattal , his uncle, taught him for two 

years* In 1400, at the age of twelve he came to Gujarat, 
wi"th his mother and halted at Patan* It is said Muzaff- 

ar Shah X, then the Sultan of Gujarat,on the arrival of the 

iaint, came out to receive him with due honour.

Since then the Bukhari Saiyyid settled in Gujarat 

and their influence gradually increased during the reigns 
of succeeding Sultans, When Sultan Ahmad Shah founded the 

new city of Ab&edabad, he invited Saiyyid Burhsua-ud-din 

to hless the new city.

For some time the Saiyyid resided in Asawal by the 
river side and then shifted to Batwa, south of Ahmedabad, 

given to him by the Sultan, He died on December 10, 1453* 

and left twelve sons and seventeen daughters

-Sai.v.vid Shah AJlam

Shah A lam was the eleventh son of Saiyyid Burhin- 

tfd-dia Qatb-i-.4J.am and was born on the 9th of D£ilq,adah
f— _

817/A.H,/January 16,1415, His mother was Bibi Aainah sur- , 
naned Sultan Khattun, daughter of Karim 0in, a noble of 

Gujarat*

At the age of seventeen, he was initiated into the 

HSufln order "Maghribiah^ and received the !,$ufjL" robe

3* UA - (Suppit,) fi* All & sodon, pp*24~27»



from Shaikh Ahmad IChattu* After the death of his father •»»» » 11 —

in 145>* he became the most influential of the Saiyyids.
_ /■jn

Saiy.vid Shah A lam and his relations with Sultan 
Qutb-ud-dfn a-

S^ah A_J.am became the most prominent of the Sai
yyids and it is believed once as a friend of Sultan Qutb- 
j/d-din Ahmad Shah II (1451-1458) and guardian of Sultan 

Mahmud Shah I, this saint enjoyed unchallenged power• In 

his account of Sui t sin qutb-ud-din*s reign, Bikandar com

bines the facts of history with the popular traditions 

of the political .influence and the supernatural powers of 
SSrh£Ijam. He writes that the Sultan at the very outset 

of his reign| faced the formidable task of defending his 
kingdom against the Invasion of Mahmud JUaalji I, the Sul

tan of Malwa * The Sultan of Malwa marched as far as Kaoa- 
* #
dwanj and here a battle was fought between the armies of 

Gujarat and Malwa# During the course of fight the Gujarat 

army lost one of its wings though the victory lay with 
Sultan ^utb-iid-din Shah (Mareb/Aprll 1451)# In this batt
le Saiy&id Shab^T lam favoured Sultan Q.utb-ud-din Shah 

—- •
with a sword, with which the Sultab fought the battle 
and at last won it* ^
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This tradition is important for it indicates the 
_ £ —deep interest of Shah Alam and the Bukhari Saiy$&ds on 

maintaining the Muaaffar Shah! dynasty and. to establish 
their Influence over the Sultan *

Marriage of Sai.vvid ShairAlams-

ffe leara from Sikandar that shortly after c*ti>- 
- dk-aln came to the throne the relations between the Sul
tan and the saint Shah* Alam, once very ejjrdially became

strained. This was partly due to the marriage of Saiyyid 
_ t,~Shah Alam with the daughter of Jam of Thatta, and the 

events which followed it. Hence a reference to it may be 
made here.

The Jam of Thatta had two daughters Bib! Mirk! and 
Bib! Mughali, of which the latter was said to be more be
autiful and it had been proposed to give Bib! Mughali in 
marriage to Saiyyid Sbah^Alam# The other was to be married 

to Sultan Muhammad Shah* The Sultan* however, managed to 
secure Bib! Mughali and Bib! Mirki was married to Shah 
*Alanu

- L— ■Shah Alam did not like this marriage and so he com
plained to his father who told him that he would marry 
both the sisters."*

5* Bajjey - Gujarat p. 156 MS - Trans, (f) pp. 26-53*
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Designs against Path Khan and Sai.v,vld SKah^Alam #-

Whether it was due to the prophecy or otherwise
the fact remains that after the death of Sultan Muhammad

• •
SJsah, Bibi Mughali with her son lath Khan (later Mahmud 
Shah I) sought the shelter of Shah^Alam* After’ this event 
Shah^liam became an object of the Sultan *s (Qutb-ifd-din) 

ill-concealed animosity* Later when after the death of 
her sister Bibi Mirki, Bibi Mughali married Shah4Iiam, 

this animosity increased# It seems that the Sultan feared 
this alliance between Mughali and Shah*Siam and considered 

it as a threat to his own self especially as Path Khan 
had equal claims to the throne of Gujarat#

Impelled by this fear, he demanded Path Kiian to 
be surread^ to him. $he saint replied that the young man 
had for fear of his life, sought refuge with the dftrW- 

shes, and it would ill become him to give him up to the 
Sultan *

Polled in this attempt, he made other attempts to 
secure Path Khan, by employing spies and by once sending 
his wife Kupmanoari to the saint’s house. But the saint 
is said to have protected Path Khan by his supernatural 
powers• It is needless to go into the details of these 
stories * For Sikandar has maationed them to exalt the 
Bukhari Saiyyids and their supernatural powers, and thus
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have little historical value*

Baud Shah and Shah^Alam s-
'*-—■»-»..mn'm.nmnfmmmmmwmmmmmmm

«JL _Baud Shah, who came on the throne after the death 
of Sultan Qjatb-u’d-dic Ahmad SHah II, was deposed from the

throne by the nobles after a reign of hardly a month* The
Xreason advanced by the Persian chroniclers that Baud Shah 

was an incapable ruler and had no good qualities* So Ma
lik Sh4 ban and his party engineered a revolution against
him and with the consent of Shah4Siam, they declared Path

6Khan as the Sultan of Gujarat.

Viewing the political activities of ShahCAlam
| «* „since the reign of Qutb-ud-din Ahmad Shah II and the* sa-

• * *—*

ints favour to Path E|ian, it seems likely that Shlh^Xlara
«0umight have initiated the conspiracy which unseated Baud 

Shah, through his followers, Malik Sh4bln and his party•

The fact that Shah A lam could foil the Sultan —■ «■»" *
of the day indicates his power in Gujarat*

Mahmud Shah I and Shah Alaa s~

Shah4Ilam lived for the first seventeen years of 

Sultan Mahmud Shah*s reign* It is believed that during 
these seventeen years, the saint had great influence over

$• MS - Trans. (P) pp* s ,5.1-53 - ‘38?-** Tspsns (“Brig§i> 3ST«
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the Sultan and dominated the political and religious life

of Gujarat. It is possible to infer from the stray ins-
6—tanees available that Shah Alarn used his influence to 

spread Islam in Gujarat. fhe Junagadh of Sultan Mah
mud Shah was partly the result of the influence of the 

saint.

She two letters of Saiyyid Haju of Mangrol, who 

was assigned the duty of the spread of Islam in Saurash- 
tra, have been brought to light by Prof# Madvi • 'Ihese le
tters* as the author has identified., were addressed to

^ c-Saiyyid Ghah Alaa and in them he lodged a complain agai
nst Ha Mandalika of Junagadh, to whom Saiyyid Haju con
sidered ag obstacle in his tasted therefore, it is clear 

that, some of the wars waged by Sultan Mahmud Shah against

Kajput, esx.*ecialiy against Junagadh, were possibly due
8to the influence of Shah Alam.

Bis Death s-

Shah4riam died on Jumda II 20, AfH./0ctober 21, 

1475, and left behind him five sons and four daughters•
One of the sons was Shah Bhikan, whose mother was Bibi 
ilirki, appears to have died in boyhood.^ the saint still

7. Quoted from Jote R*B, Cultural history of Gujarat - 
£• II (Guj.) (Islam lug) - P* 491,

8. Cf, "The conquest of Junagadh**.
9* MA - (Supplt) Ed, N. All & Sedon, pp, 3>»57*
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commands, along vulth his father (Saiyyid) Burhan ud-dln)
and Shaikh. Ahmad Kbattu, the pious reverance of the Mus-
lima of Gujarat and his name is permanently linked with

_ c—the village of Shah Ala®, situated to the south of Aha-
— 6—edabad, and its monuments, Shah Alam received the sufis- 

tic robe from Shaikh Ahmed Khattu and since then his de
scendants came to be known as "S0a}d.ab Saiyyids” to di

stinguish them from those of his brothers who were called 
Qutbi^h Saiyyids#

Shah Shalkh.liu and Sultan Muaaffar Shah 11 s-

It seems that after the death of Gatyyld ^Jaah^Alam, 

relations of the Sultans of Gujarat with the saints of 
Batwa were not cordial, 'fhey were strained during the re
ign of Sultan Muaaffar Shah.

5 — _. Saiyyid Jalal ud-din SJjah Shaikhjiu was the fourth 
son of Saiyyid Mahmud and nephew of Saiyyid Sph Alam.
He was born at Asawal in the year 855 A.H./1484. Shah 
S^aikhjitf received sufistic knowledge from his uncle Shah 
Alai. He was an heir to his grand father’s jagir in Bafcwa

Sultan Muaaffar, as reported by the Persian chro
nicler, respected the learned men but he did not like 
saints and dervishes. On the occasion of Muaaffar Shah’s

. ur -1

10. Ibid.
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accession, Shah Shaikhjiu though unwilling, was forced by 

his desciples, to go to Champ3x1 or to congratulate the now 
Sultan, The Saiyyid was welcomed by the courtiers and the

Sultan was informed of his arrival. The Sultan, who was
* *

in the adjoining room, passed a remark^ that the saint 

was unfavourable to his father* He wanted to see what he 
had brought for him* Shah Sjjaikhjiu, by chance over heard 

that remark, and without congratulating the Sultan, he
left Champaner for Batwa. The Sultan also did not care

§

for the saint and while passing from Batwa he recited the 
ati4a( on his horse back and went to Ahmedabad. w

The relations between the two continued to be 
strained, inspite of the effort of the nobles to bring 
them together. Finally as Sikandar reports it was the 

patron saint ^utb-i-Alam, who appeared in a dream to both 
and brought about an understanding* It seems that this *fes 
4t story save*the face of one of chem who sought the ini
tiative in patching up the quarrel. .

A may quote here another instance connected with 

the succession dispute between Sikandar Bhan and Bahadur 

Khan the two sons of Sultan Muaaffar Shah. In this conn
ection the Sul tab sought the blessings of Shah Sfciailshjlu

14> MS - (Beane (#•)



in favour of Slkandar Khan* but; the saint through mis
take blessed Bahadur Khan as the Sultan*d successor.

# '

what ever may he the reason for this mistake of the sa
int but the fact remains that the saint by this time had 
gained a powerful influence in the politics of Gujarat 
and so the Sultan sought his favour for Sikandar Khan*

Shah ShaikhjitT died in i.H* 931/1524 at the ag© 

of nearly seventy six years*


