CHAPTER = XIV

A
" AN ANLABIS OF THE SOURCES USED IN THIS THESIS

The source material dﬁ‘the history of Gujarab

used in this thesis may be classified es under :-

(1) The Persian works
(2) 7The non~Persian works

(3) The works of the foreigners

After the disruption of & the Tughulag empire, the
scholars and learned families migrated to Gujarat and
Zefar Khan, the Tughulaq Governor of Gujarat, gave them
shelter. The independent Sultanate of Gularat was estabe
"lished in 810/1407 and with its bekinning sholars from
India and abroad received encouragement. Thus, the history
of Gujarat has been recorded by a number of chroniclers.
Some of the contemporary works have been lost bub we know
'them through the references in the later works.

FPersien works s-

.The Persian bhistorles of Gujarat may be divided
into two classes, viz. contemporary chroniclefs and the

chronicleys compiled after the fall of The Suldanatbe in
980/1573.
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The Persian chroniclefs compiled during the reigns
of SultBns MehmGd Shah I and Musaffar Sheh IT :

Dhamimah=i~Ma 'bhir-i-MahnGd Shahi :-

This is a history of the reign of Sultdn Mahmud
Skih I, written as a supplement to the Ma'thir-i-Nabmad
3hahi of an unspecified author. It is couched in highly
ornate language. It begins with the year 896/1490.

According to the preface it contains 2 Magalas,
(1) On Malmd 8pah (ii) On his contemporaries. The first
Magala begins with the despateh of aﬁ army égainst Bahgm
dur Gilani. This took place in 896/1490. It ends with
the survender of Asir fort by Yusuf ﬁ&f&g ta‘ﬁ%am Humdyin
in 916/1510. This supplehent, though small, throws a
£lood of fresh light on the bhistery of Gujarat, espec-
ially regarding the description of the battle of Chauls
' Persian histories of labter period do not give such a dee
tailed account of this battle. Hence it is an important
source bock for the Portuguese relations of Sulin Hahmud
Shah. |

I have used the coples of this work availsble in
the Department of History, M.3, University of Baroda.

MaYyphir-1i-liatntd Shahi, Tebaqit-i-Nalmid Shabl and
Tarikh~i-Sadr-i~-J8hin sre among the other works written
during the reign of Sultan Mahmid Shahe These works are



not yet identified and also there is a great deal of con-

fusion among the scholars. They have not been used here.

Tapikhei-iuzaffar Shahi =
- . —

This short chronicle deals with the campaign of
Sultdn Mugaffar ShEh II, against Malwa for liberating
Sult@n Maimud Khalji IT of Malwa, from the control of
Medini Rai and his supporters. It begins with the march
of Mugaffar Shah on 4th Dhul QAdd, A.He 923/10th November
1517, and concludes with the departure of Mugaffer Shah
for ﬁapmndébéﬁ on the 583h Safery AJHs 9é4f1st Harchy
1518, after restoring Mabmid Xhaljl to power. It is wris
tten in ormate style and contain more literary value than
historical, It was first edited by Saiyyid Abu Zafar Radvi
Wi bh £airly exhambtive summary in Gujarati. It was later
oh reedited by Dr. Chagtal with summeries in Urdu snd
fnglish. I have used Nadvi's te¥t of this works

Tarikhei=Salatinel-Gujarat i~

Tarikh-i-SalZtin-i-Gujart, written by Salyyid
Yunnaway Bukhlri, is a 22 pagé £ragment I€ is more a sor~
ap book then a hisborical work, rscoréiﬁg information in =&
haphazard fashion. It is valuablé for dates.

The FTersian histories compiled agrzggfthe Yughal period :
Mirgbei=Sikendari - |
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It is important source book for the Sultanate ner~
i0d of Gujarat and it was written during the Mughals,

The mifﬁt*iaSikandari has, since it was written
became valuable history of the,Sulyéns of Gujarat, The
Bah3dur Shihi seems to have besn lost and the later wrie
ters like Nohawandi and 311 ¥uhammed Khin merely summari-
sed Sikandar's work and came to he regarded as the only
historian dealing with Gujarab.

Sikandar's accounts of the eaxly Sultans is sket-
chys Por the history of the Sultans later to Almad Shah,
“he depended on Bahsdur §p§ﬁ§g Thi s part of bhis history is
mere informative and palatable. But it is'really in the
reign of Sultan Mahmid Sh&k IIT and his successor, whers
he is dealing with the immediate past, that Sikendar comes
into his own. His.father and his elder brother were among
the lieutanapts of Saiyyid Mubarsk end Hirdn of Dholka
and he himself witnessed the emtry of Akbar in Gujarat.

Sikandar has made his work valuable by the numerous
stories anecdotes and sidelights. Therefore, while reading
his historical narrative, the realistic plcture of the

age emerges before uss

Mir3b-i-Sikandari has been translated bobh into .

English and Gujsrati, The Egglish trakslations of Faridi
3 ~* a ‘

and Baley have been freguently used in this work. Both
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these authors are generally faithful to the original
Persian text,

Sikandar in the beginning hss declared the aim of
writing the Qirat. He writes, " $o remove the misconcew
ptions current regarding the Sal?ﬁns §£ Gujarat". This
| aim bgs not been observed throughout:. As one reads his

work however, one gets a feeling that this waé not the
sole purpose; Sikandar meant alsce b0 exalt his patrons,
the Bukhfri Saiyylds of Batwa and their successors in
Dholks,. Por instance Suli{sn Yahwmad Shah I was brought up
by §§§h‘§1am, the BukbBri Saeiyyid, from his carly agoe.
The auﬁhar took this opprortuniiy and cited number of in-
stances to show the spiritual power of the Salyyid, Sie
milarly, vhe problem of the strain relations of Sultdn
" Mugaffar Shan II with Salyyid Shah Shailhjid seams to
be a great concern of Sikandar, Therefore, he informs us
that Hadrat Q§§b~i£§13m appeared in a dream to both and
brought sbout an undsrstanding. H{%re voodlikkandar has
exalted the Bukhari Saiyyid. -

Tabaqdt~i=ikbari t=

Written during the reign of AKbar, this celebrated
work has justly won a name for itself, For gazelteer like

factuality and correctness, ib is difficult to surpass



Khw3jah NigAm-ud-din the author of Tabaght-Nizam-dd-din
has consulted almost all the avallable bhistories for
the regional histories, sspecially bthese of Gujarat,
Yalwa and Bahamani kingdoms.

The Tabagdt has been translated in English with
full notes by B«De. The translation is accurate and relias
ble:

ﬁi?am~3a~aih is conservétive writer and without
propey scruting of the fact he would prefer to omit a
fact.

Tarikhei-Pipishtoh $=

tnother famous history of luhammad Qdgim Firishteh
which be called Gulgan=-i-Ibrihiml, Pkis is also commonly
known' as Tarikh-i~Firightah. This was composed during the
later Mughal era.

Firightoh utiliced the some maberial as his prede-
cessors but his work is specislly important for the affe
airs in Deccan, because he wrote in Deccan. The revolt
of BehZdur Gildni of Babmeni kingdom and his ineursion
on the sea-coast of Gujarat has been described accruately
and in detail by him, Sinllsyly, reliable information,
regarding the expeddition of the Sult@n of Malwa on the
Hizamshshi kingdom of Deccan, is given by hinm,
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At other places, where he followed the standard
bigtories available to him} Firightab is a first rate
authority, sometimes more detalled than Ei?ém«&&ndin«
Sometimes when he is writing of his own, his imagination

carries him into error.

4 word for the translaﬁian of this Persian toxt
will not be improper here. Briggs'! translation of Firi~’
ghtah inte English is absolubtely unreliable as at places
he has ranged far out of bhe ext. So to avold misappro=-
rriation, I have mainly depended on the original Persian
text.

An Arabic history of Gujarab =

An Arabic history of Gujsrat is written by Zafars-
dl-valih bi HMuzaffar Wa alidh of ﬁb@aﬁl—lah Muhgmmad bin
“Umar al-ialtki, al-asafi‘Ulugh KWoni, better kuown as Haji-
dd-dabiz. He used the same sources as Sikandar and diseo=-
vered Mirat when his work waé nearly complete., Sir E,

Dennison Ross haz editved it with an inbtroductory note .

Uther Pergisn VWorks ie

¥or the history of &the Sulﬁanate,‘tha other works
like Abqél Fazal's Akbar Nama an&‘ﬁin~1~ﬁkbaf§ and ﬂaha«

wandi's Ma'athir-i<Rabim are not important sources of

¢

information. The'1in is however very valuable for topograe
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phical and statistical data, the earliest available for\

this age.s

Finally the 18th Century saw another great history

of Mughal Gujarat,‘Ali Hubemmad Kbn's Mirdb-i-Abmadl,

‘R Muhammad's work for the age of the Sultans is a con=
densation of Sikandag‘s‘, out he, however gives some adde
iticnal facts aboub revenue end land administration. The
suppleaent o Hiﬁﬁb~i~ﬁ§madi ig only translated into
Enpdish by Nawab’Zli and Seddon, in the Gaekwar Oriental
Serles, James Bird has translated a part of it as "Sta-
tistical and political history of Gujarat™,

The non-Persisn histories i-

- Besides the Bardic accounts of Gujarat utilised by
Kinlock Forbes in his Has-lale, come Sanskrit works have
been brought to light. They are Gangadhar Pratap Vilas,

The Raj Vinod and the Wandellika Nripa Charitas
Rag iialg &=

Alesandar Kinlock Forbes was principally interested
in the btales of the Rejput valour and hfroism and there-
fore he is sympathetic towards them. The work is mainly
based on the informatlon of bards and so we have b0 be

cautious in using it. This however givés us the othex



side of the story. For instancg the Ras Mala has enlisted
‘the Rajput beroes, who lost their llves in defending
Cham@aner.’@he Persien historians are curdously silent
about the camquest of Ranpur by a gensral of Sultan Mahmud
but only through Ras Mala we koow of this vietory of the
Sultan's army. Thils 1% ie a valuable source of information
- for the Rajout relations of the Sultans. I have used‘the
Cxford edition 9£ Ras Malé-

Handalike Nripa Charita t-

It 1s a Sonskyit peom dedicated to Handalika, the
last Rajput rulsr of Junagadh, The poet in it hag descri-
bed the valour and virtues of Raja Mandalika. The work is
an euelogy but iv helps us in understanding the early car-.

cer of Raja Mandalika and bhis character.

N\

It has been edibed by Prof. Heds Valenkar of Bhapy-
tiys Vidya Bhavan, Bombay Bsomd Publishid w IS mluwaro Jowrwal o
lﬂﬁ.

Forelpners® Accounts i-

Among the foreigners! account§ the works of Ludvico
di Varthema, a Bolognese traveller and Duarte Barbosa, &
Fortuguese official in India have been referred to in
the preparation of this thesis. Botk these foreigners
visited Gujarat in 1503-06 and 1515 respectivelys Their
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informaticns are first bandtherefore important,

Ve get details of the economic and soclal condie
tions of mediaeval Gujarat, from their writings. Thus,
their accounts f£111 in important gap in the history of

Gujarat.

Both these works have been edited and translated
into IEnglish and are published by the Haklwyat Socieby.

COMMENTARIES of Affonse de Albuguergue is another
notable work for the period in veviow, It is valuable for
tracing the relationships between the Porbuguese and the
Sultans of Gujarat. Since the Persian kigtorians are si-
lent cbout the Porbuguese activitiles in Gujerat and so
we have to depend on this work to understand this aspect
of our study. COMMENTARIES as a source book, then has
groat value. The letbters which Albuguergue wrote to his
maste%; the king of FPortugesl and to Malik Gopl are of a
special interest to uss The embassy which was despatched
from Goa %o Cujerat and the instructions given to its
leader clearly indicate the aim and interest of the Por-
tugusée\in Gujarat. Hence this work ss a cotemporaxry

source book is ind¢spensable for this peried in rveview.

R8s Whiteway and F.C. Denverse have written the
histories of the Porbtuguese in India and these as the

general works have been fully utiliseéd here.
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Other important works s-
A brief account of other lmportant sources used

nmay also be pade

Rajastban end Gujarat came into close contact and
therefci*e the history of the former had an immediate be—
a_ying on the latter. The study of the history of Rsja-
sthan is essential for understanding the relations of
Rajasthan with Malwa and Idar. It was in Malwa and Idar,
Rajasthan and Gujarat, took the opposite side. Therefore,
for the balanced evaluation of the e;ven"t;s,‘ it is necessary
to examine the other side of the story, that is Rajputs.
- Hence with thig view in mind, I hsve consulted Tod's the
vAnnals snd Antiquities of Rajasthan® and Pandlt G.H.
G;}ha;s several volumes on "History of Rajasthan".

Tod's, &nnals and Antiquitles of Rajasthan, a pi-~
oneer work in Rajput history,; 16 an important and some-
times an indispensaeble work of reference.

Pte Ojha has written the history of every major
state in Rajasthan. His work is balanced and writhen par-
ticularly with a high deal of resesrch material, The
Persisn historians have given distorted informations about
Rona Senga's character and personality bubt Pt. Ojha’s
informations are useful for the impartial Judgment of this

preb lems



Jote ¥atnemanirso Bhimrac has done greab service
to Gularat by writing numerous wolumes on the his%sry
of Gujarat in Gujarath Besides bis histories of Cambay
and shmedabad, vhe four volumes on the Cultural history
of CGujarat, particularly part II asnd III are useful for

this study.

. A
Mr. Jote's works are compdllitions than the real
research works. The author haz very liittle o say of his
own. Hence these works have been used as vexb books than

the works of rzefersncea

Tnese are Ghe major works wubilised in this work.
The obher works, mot incladed in this amky analysis

have been cited in foot notes snd included in bibliograw-



