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The eminence of the two Sultans, Mahmud Shah I
and Muzaffar Shah II, in Gujarat and other parts of
%estern India draws the attention of a student  and
prompts him to attempt a close study of these two ru-
lers, It is with this .view that thls thesis has been

written.

Ahmad Shah, the founder of the independent Sul-
ganate of Gujarat, laid the foundations on which the
later edifice was bto rise, The msin architect of
this edifice was his grandson Mabmud Sh3h, popularly

known as "Begado".

MahmGd $h3h ruled over Gujarat for more than fie
£ty three years. Nost of the years of his reign are
marked by military engagements. It would be proper to
say that the task which Abmad Shih begen by subduing

the Rajput chieftains was completed by Mahmtd Shih.

Phree powerful states, namely ldar, Champaner and
Jdunagandh seriously c¢hallenged the stability of the Sul-
vanste. Abmad 3hah could not bring these states under

his effective control snd even during his 1life they



defied him and resurmed independence after his death.

Bahmud Shih reduced and annexed these Rajput
states, Junagadh, Champaner, Dwarka and Ranpur. These
-Btates were politically and strategically important,
without which a stable gcvefnment in Gujerat was pro-
etically iupossibles The reduction of Junagadhr and
Chanpaner was not an easy task; therefore in this the-
sis the military cQupaigns of Sultan Mabutd 8hdh, in

the above context have been studied with card.

\ Persian chroniclers speak of Sui?ﬁn Mayméﬁ's g0~
vernreent as stable and well-organised one. In  this
thesks an attenmpt has beoen made to study the reasons
for this stability and the conclusion reached that the
Sulten esteblished his unchallenged hold over the land
by forcing Rajput chieftains to accept his overlord-
ship. 7This was the most important success of the

Sultan.

A careful attempt has also beenphere to study the
"intevr-state'" relations of the sge. The relavions of
Gujarat with a neighbouring states changed from tHime
%o time and depended on the geographical fadtors and
their relative strength as eXpressed in the " balance
of power ". The relations of Malwa With Gujarat rulers

from itg beginning, were strained and they continued to



be so during the perdod of this study.

Khandesh sexved as a buffer zone betwsen Gujarat,
| Malwa and the Bghamani Kingdoms It sided often &ibh one
against the other. With Rajasthan étates, particularly
Hewar and Marwar, Malwa and‘Gujarat.had shifting alllance
also, based on the consideration that the powerful party
should not be allowed to become dominant.

The controversial legends about SultZn Mahmud have
been interpreted with the help of the fresh material
namely, "Dhamimfh-i-Mahmid Sh3hi". Algo the traditional
beliefs of the followers of Imam Shih of Pirana, as
found in their literature, have been sketched and inte-

rpreted.

The assessment of the reign of Sultan Maémﬁd has
been studied with the care it needs. The Sultan is gl-
ven dus credit for creating a political order which gsve
a sultable place to the Rajputs and rewarded ability
wherever it was found. Among his nobles were Rajputs,
Persians, Turks, Abyssians, Egyptiaﬁa and probably a
Russian too. One of his nobles, Malik Gopi, acted as
an intermediary when the Portﬁguese enbassy sent by
Affonse de Albuquerque, the viceroy at Goa,'arrived in
Gujarat. The 3ulten followed a religious policy, which
on the wholey; was balances His dealings with Rajputs



were the result mainly of political necessity and are
not to be seen in the context of religion.

Sultan Nehmid foundedsnew capitsl ab Champanex
and called it Ma?mudaﬁad. This capital was seep in its
glory by the Portuguese traveller, Barbosa, who gives a
glowing description of it. He founded thelnew éillages
and populated old ones. He helped in reconstructing and
repairing of old and falling hauges He laid out gardens
and encouraged cultivation. This aspect of the reign
of the Sulbtan has besn brought out in this thesis,

Sultdn Mahmiid was succeeded by his son Ehalil
gpén. entitled Mugaffar Shah, known to historians as the

"Halin'" or "FPious" or "Clement'.

His reign of fifteen 36&»3 haélbgén studied in
three aspects viz. "Ralatiomavwith Raapqts",‘“ﬁelations
with Malwa" and "Relatlons with the Portuguese™. Wwhile
analysing the events and the policies that he adopted,it
is felt that he was a mild natured and in certain regpe
ects, a wesk ruler. He failed to consolidate the kingw
dom which his father has bequeathed to him and therefore
¢ould not ccﬁtribute to 1t substantially.

In the succession dispute in ldar, he did not act
with judgpent and initiative and depended on the advice



¢f his nobles. His nebility had by this time become aff-
e¢ted by rival factions.

He invaded Malwa, apparently, %0 save Sult@n Mahatd
Ehalji from beceming a pawn in the hands of Medini Rai
and his Rajput army, but again he did not show any acumen
in dealing with this problem. The polnt at issue, if the
Persisn chroniclers are to be believed, was viewed mainly
in its religlous aspects« The Sultan did not take suffici-
ent note of the political power of the Rajpubs, both in
Rajasthan and Malwa. The army which he sent to Chitor aga-

inst Rana Sanga, returned witheut any material gain,

Mugaffar Shab by nature is said to have been a gen-
$ie person, religioualy inclined and punctilious in bhis
religious dutles. Many stories are told sbout these qua=
lities of the Sultan, Iwo jmportant events nay be citeé
'here to illustrate his policles; viz. Hestoration of
Mahmud end the tragic end of Malik Gopi's life,

, The Persian historians have overlooked the fact
that the bllly nature of Malwa tableland was an important
factor which made Huzaffar Shih restore Sultan Mabmid
§Qalji to his throne of Malwa. Thus the generosity of
the Sultan was not the resuly of religious affinity alone

but also due to other consideration,



Secondly, Malik Gopi was behoaded at the orders
of the Sulg&n appéreatiy‘en the excuse of religlous diff-
erencess Here too, the wealth of Malik Gopi and his power
were probably factor which led %o his destruction. Never~
theless, in both these events, the religlous factor has

also to be taken into account.

These incidents neoessérily lead us to doubt the
generosity and kindness of Sultan Mugaffar Shah. Was he
generous or kind to all his subject or only tome section
of the peorle, the Sgnni fuslims 7?7 The stories donnected
with his generosity apd kindness refléct religious bias
of his chronielefa, though it cannot be denied that %ith~
in his limitations he attempted to be = beneficent ruler.
His mild nature weakened the kingdom which his father
(3ultEn Makm@d) had built. The “"seeds of decline" were
sown during his reign and aftexr the assassingtian of

Sikandar, te era of decline began in Gujarab.

The relations of these two Sul tans with the Portu—
suese have beepn stuldied wibh care and a fresh source na-
mely, "Dhavimdh-i~-UabmGd Shahi" has been used for this

PUTDOSE «

The sea-borne trade was one of the important sour—
ces of revenue for the Sultsns of Gujarat. During the

last years of Sultdn lahm@d's reign, this trade was
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threatened by phe Poréugusse, who were then rising as
vowerful force ip the Arsbian Sea. With the help of
Malik Ayaz, Sultdn Mepmid constructed a strong navy ba-
sed at Div. This fleet was successful iIr keeping the

Portugnese away from the sea-coast of Gujarat.

In 1508, the Bgyptian fleet and the navy of Guj-
‘ arat, together defeated the Fortugusse fleet at Chaul .
This was a signal victory and marked the climaX of Sul-
§§n Magmﬁdﬁs rolgn, '

Inspite of the victory at Chaul, the Sult@ns of
Gujarat did not sweeed in melotaining a navy wkich would
continue to hold its own against the Porbuguese. In this
thesis it has been suggested that it was the personality
of Hplik Aydz, which kept the Portuguese away from Guj-
arat coastb. Afté: h;m, the navy was not given the att=
ention it needed. Sultdn Malmld though a powsrful Sul-
tan and bis sugcessors, thus failed to perceive that
contipued attention to the navy alove could defend Guj-

arat from the Portuguese.

‘During the reign of SuliBn Muzaffar Shah, the
"diplamétic“ relations botween the two were establishedw
Albuquerque, the Portuguese viceroy at Goa wanted to come

to an understanding with Gujarat to fulfil his major ainm,
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viz. to establish Portuguese dominmmce aver-the Arabian
seas Hence envoys were exchanged between Gujarat and
Goa., After the‘departure of Albuquerque (1515) from
India, successive Portugueése Governors atbtempted to se-
cure Div by assault but they failed o long as Muzaffar
Sheh ruled. The successful resistance in Div was, however,
not the result of the policy of the Sultans It was st~
Tong resistance of Malik Ayaz, which folled the Portugu-—
ese in their attempts.

Another chapter deals with the "Relatlons of the
Sulténs with.the Seiyyids of Batwa", The Bukhdri Sei-
yyids claimed tc be the spritual mentors of the Sultins.
They alse had a powerful hold on the Muslim mind. Thus
they were also politically powerfcl and something of a
balance between Abmedabad and Batwa came into existence,
Baiyyid §p§h‘31am, as a protector and guardian of Sule.
éﬁn Mabmid was then most powerful pessonality.

The relavions of Nugaffar Shah WithAﬁyﬁh-ani§p31§,
gmh"@lam‘s successor, were streined but the S,ui{ﬁn had
to seek the support of the salntd in the nominabion of
bis successor,., Thiz shows the political influence of
the Saiyyids of Babtwa.

This thesis is mainly concerned with the political
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end administrative aspects of the hi story of Sultanate
of CGujarat, during this period (14§3 to 1526), In pre=
paring this bthesis, I have consulbed the contemporary
Porsian histories so far unused and also the obher well
known Persian and Arabic works. The Raaﬁut and the Pow

rtuguese sources have also béen utilised with care.

This thesis marke an advance on earlier studies

" on these aspects of the histoxry of Gujarat in particular
and the history of India in goneral . Gareful attention
hos been given to the utilisation of fresh material and
to the interpretation of the cumulative data thus secu-
red. On the whole, therefore, :i.t is believed that it is
a worth while contribution to the existing state of
knowledge on this subjects |
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