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EXCANSION OF THE KINGDOM
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The Conquest of Junagadh s~

. Saurashtre is bounded on the north by the gulf of
Cuteh end on the south and west by the Arabisn Sea., The
gulf of Cumbay forms the eastern boundary of the Peninsula,
and between the gulf of Chtch and Cambay it lies ceontig-
cuous to Gujarat.

From the earliest times the peninsula of Saurashbra
wag impertant and valuable for its commerce. The merchants
from Arabla, Turkey, Norbthern Africa and Soubhwesstern
Europe dirvected their sﬁipa and scguired their wealvh to
be obtained from trade with the Indies.

Politically, Saurashtra had remained independent and
many Rajput rulers ruled over its different paris.

Hence the commercial, political and strabtegicel impe
ortance of Saurashitra gtbtracted the Muslim rulers and they
considered it es a part of Gujarat, without vhich their

territory was incomplete.

. te
Several attempts had been made by the Huelim rularsﬂé-
conquer it, since the time of Mahmud of Ghazna, but they
failed to have any lasting effecth.

After the beginning of independent Sulbanate of
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Gujarat, it became cven more importsnt to the Sulhens.
The country was rich and therefore Sikandar describes
it as "eream of Halwa, Ehandesh =and Gujerat znd compen=
dium of all good sess of the worid, " 1

Ihe Origin of the Ra's of Junagadh i~

The Ra's of Junagadh traced their origin to Krishna
and ao their 'Kula' is known as "Yadukula": They were
betber known as the 'Yadu' kings of the Chudasana dyna~
sty, Formerly their capitel was at Vamamsthali or Venthali,

gituated aboué five miles to the dest of Junagadh,

The word "Junagadh" means the "old fqm;‘*.e;zd the
story of how it derived the name is some what strange.
It is related that between Gimaex bill and Yanthali there
was fomierly a thick Jungle, through which it was nob
possible to penetrate. A wood cutter one day mamnaged o
cut his way thmﬁgh the forest and came to a place vwhere
stone walls and a gate existed. The ruling Ha, béing in-
formed aboub this, called the chroniclers and antiguarian
to identify this place. On the fallure of itve identifi-

cation, the place was known as "Junagadh.”

Hemchandrgoharya, in his Dwayashraya states that
. Ra Greharipu or Yrahsrio I, the fourth king of Chudesama

1se HB =~ TJ’.‘&HSQ (Bv) p‘s’lﬁ@;
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dynasty, built a fort at Junagadh now known as the "Uper
Kot" 2 Ra Grahripu 15 said bo bave died in A.D, 982, This
fort lies in a conmanding positlon near Hhe town of Juna-
gadh and west of Girnap Hills. From its walls the whole
country rowmd it can be seen and in course of time the
~town of Junagadh came to surrouwnd it and in its turn was
surrounded by a strongly fortified wsll, thus wmaking the
gitadel doubly securce.

The story narrated by Sikandar does not contain any
dates but from the evidence aveilsble from the “Iwayash=
raya", it eppears t:ﬁat Ra Grahﬁi_.pu Lounded the cii;édel.
If this story is true either Grehripu discovered sn anci-
ent stronghold or else, sfter he had built the fort, it
was abondoned =mnd afterwards discovered again by a laver

ruler,

Early life of Ra' Mandalika s«

Ra' MenGalika 5, who was %0 be the lazt of the

2« Ipndian Antiqua'f;s iVe pa 74, Bell Wi.;}.berfe‘mg'
History of Kathiawad pps 55«57

3, Prof, Commissariet believes "Mandalika" as an
??ff.’icial title of the Hindu rulers of J unésadh..
It means a fefidatory king. History of Gujarat
Bart 1 ppeses.n
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Chudasamas to hold awsy in Sei. Seurashira, succeeded his
Tathery Ea' Mebipal IV in 451. It is believed that Ra'
¥ahlpal IV ook much care of his educations end when Ra!
Mendelika succeeded to the thione, he was skilled in all

sciences. He was specially proficient in the use of arms.

Before the £all of Junagadh, Ra' Mancalika, hod
a succeasfol military career. Sapgen Wadhel the Rgjput
ruler of Dsaxka, who fhiled t0 send a present on the oce~
asdion of Ka's accesslon, was attacked and defeated by
him,

‘Shortly after this, the Sultan of Gujavat entrusée&
him o check Duda, the Gohel ohief and his wife's kinsman,
who wus troubling the borders of Gujorat. AS a result of
thisy Ra Mendalike killed Dudas -

g@e‘ﬁaptars responsible for the invasiocn of Junagadh -

POLITICAL

Since the times of Ala-Ud-din Khalji different Sul=
tans tried to establish their power over the peninsula.
They succeeded only in eatablishing temporary authority
over it. The Eajput princes, after the departure of the

victorious Sultdn, used to become independent again..

At the rise of independent Sulbanate of Gujarat,
the imporbtant Rajput strongholds remeined hostile and

vnsubdueds fTherefore, Ahmad Shah concentrated his eiforts
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for their reduction both in Saurashira end Gujarat.

The stronsest ruler in ﬁéurashtra was at this time
Ra melﬁé of Junagadp. He had succeeded his brother in
1400 and established himeslf in Venbhalig Zafar Khan
defcated Ra Melag bub gubsequently he regained his capibal
and expelled the Muslim Fhanedar. Besides, in Ahmad
Shah's reign he harboured the fugitive Shah Malik.

Ahmad Shah proceeded to Junagadh, laying the country
wagte s Aﬁ Vanthali Ra Melag opposed him but in vein. Hence
Ra HMelag sought for peace which was agreéd te by the Sule~
tan in Qetober, 1414,

Tris cﬁhpaign1_b3 ne means, secured the peninsula
for Ahmad Shah. It merely provided a protection against
immediate troubles from that side. Therefore, it was more
an assertion of strengbh than an attempt at conguest+ The
Chudasama ruler, once sgaln regained the control over his
land, and his successgors enjoyed the same $ill 1t was
finally subjugated by Sullen Mahmud Shah in 1470,

Baligiousn i-

Besides the roliticasl reasons stated above, the NMuse
1im rulers of Gujarat aleso felt like spreading Islam in
Seurashtrs =and the Rajput rulers were obviously asn impes
diment; »

The atbtack on Junagadh was partly the resullb of the
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influence of Saiygid ﬁpaﬁ % lam of Batwa on Sugﬁén ma@mﬁd
Shah I. The Saint Jalal Bukhari, the father of Saiyyid
Qutbi{:@am, had placed Saiyyid Sikendar b0 spread Islan
in Saurashtra, Mengrol was the seat of his follower. At
the time of the conquest of Junagadh Saiyyid Hukn«é&~dih
or Raju was holding the Zat of Saiyyid Sikendar.,

The Ré of Junagadh was a hurdle in the spreead of
Islam gnd it was reported o the Sultan that the Muslims
were harassed by him. Salyyid Raju of ﬁangrol wrote to
Balyyid spéi E:iam, at Abhmedabad, urging him to persuade
the Sultan to help him in removing this obstacles Saiyyld
Sheh Efiam in bis reply assured him of his blessings in the
cause of the spread of Islam.q Besides its position of
strategical imporbtance, it was the complaint of Balyyid
Raju which might have prom;bed Sul?éﬁ mahmﬁﬁ tic congquex
Junagadh e

This view is supported by the fact that the Salyyids
of Batwa oiten played a majexr role in the political issues

.of these days.s

4, These letters are found oub in original by Saiyyid
abdi Zafar Hodvi. Its photographs with translation
are publisheé.in Arcﬁéologically quarterly Ho.J,5.
Qnatea from Jote HeBe Gujarat no Saﬁ%kritic Itihas
Islam period, p.II, (Guj. Texb) ppe 49193,

5. For more detalls "The relations of Batwa saints with
the Sultan" indyp.— PP+1I5-E04 237247,
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sccording to Sikandar, the idea of atbtuacking Juna-
gadh envered the mind of the Sultan as early as 1460, when
he was on au hunting eXpedition. In the vieinity of Kapaw
dwanj he reviewed his army. Then we are informed, the
sulﬁéﬁ eapressed his desire of founding a new city in the

near fubure ©

Therefore paasibiy the Salyéﬁ might have entertained
the desire to conaguer Junagadh for’longa But before taking
any action against Junagadh, he dealt with mors immediate
problems of censclidating his power in the mainland. After
bhzs he turned hzs abtention towards $anrashtra;

First Bxpedition : f%46? g

In 1467, military preparations for an atback on Ju-
nagadh were begun. Thé 5asu§belli, according to Sikendar,
was thet Ra Mendalik was very proud of his safe position
and wes “so much arrogant that he did not consider himself
any way inferior to that petenbave ($ultan)“7

Aﬂyancin@;frog Ahmedabad, the.8u1§§h encamped near
the £oot of Girnar Hill., Tugbulug ggﬁn, the Prince of
Sind, marched in ahead towards the Aill fort. With great
aifficulty, he managed o reach the Karnsl passés. Ra
Handalika, removeéxRéaput«wumen and. children to the fort

6o 8 - Trans (F) pe 32
7+ WS—~—Trams—Fipe 52 Tlid
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Mahabalah as Junagadh was threatened, Sultan Makmud

as he knew of it abt onte sent a force to hold the pamss.
Thé defenders were fow so 2 small.force seized a grest
many of the Rajput families and the prDViEiQnﬁwB Seeing
this Ra Mandalika made e sally from Uparkot bubt was dri=
ven back. The Sulban's srmy after this initial suceess,
sacked the city, many temples were destroyed and large

amount of plunder was secured.

At this mishap, the Ra, opened negobiations with
the Buljean snd @ peace was agresd upon on the acéept-
ance of the Sultgﬁ*s cverlordship by the Ra én& the pay-
ment of tribute. The Bul?gn returned to the iépikal.

The first expedition thus was not a systemabic
abtempt =2t the comguest of Junagadh. It was an acsertion
of strength and a werning of a thingg to come.

The Second Expedition : 1468 i~

Next in 1468, the Sulten learnt that when Ra Mandaw-
lika went to worship in a temple, s golden umbrella was
held over him head and he wore c¢lothes worked with jJewels
of great value. So the Sultan ordered sn army to proceed
to‘Junagaéh and secure the golden umbrella and other

st e

rayalkuse& by the Ra,

8. M8 - Trans (@) zjegﬁzn
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The Persion chroniclers give different and contrae
dictory explanations for the use of these royal insignlas,
They all agree that the Ra used to put on royal insignias.
out theoy differ about the way in which they were put on
by Ra llandalika.

According to Nizam=-ud-din, the Ra visited the temple
with these sigus, "with pride and haughtiness.”? pirishtah
writes, "The King put on the dress as a kingly routine“?o
Bikendar says "He (Mandalika) visited his idol temple e
in great state aad sp],en&our"..ﬁ

It seems thet the Sulten was seized with kingly jea~
lousy because of the fact aflRa.Mandalika, visiting the
temple in such state snd so Ghought 1t sufficient reason
for his attacke

On being informed of the arrival of the Sulban's
arny with this mission, Ra Mandalikay without any delay,
ﬁanded aover these articles, with a large tribute, The army
then returned Yo Ahmedabad, end for anmtherxbiief perdod,

respite was grented to Junagadh.

9. TA ~ Tpans (De) III, ppe 250~51.
10 IF - Text, IV, II, pe 538

1My U8 4 Trans (F), Dps SH=55,
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The Third Expedition 3 (1469-1470) i~ .

In 1469~1470, the Sulten agaln led an armg againat
Ra Handalika, with a determingtion of finally'anaiﬁilan
ting this Rajput State. This Gime, the Sulban had no ob-
vious pretext to abtack the Ra.

The Ra on hearing of this, went to meet the Sultan
in his camp. He pointed cut that he had been an obedlent
vassal, and inquired as to why the Sulﬁgn was bent ruin-
ing a dependent who had committed no faults The Sultan
replied that there could be no gfeater,ofﬁence than that
of infidelity' and thmt he should choose between ‘War'
and 'Islan’, if he desired to be spared,

¢
The Zourse of seige =

The Ra then btook refuge to his cliadel Uparkobt.The
fort was well provisioned and had been made ready b0 wi=-
thotand a provracted seige. 4 desperabe fighé took place
outside the Up%pkut, raaulting in heavy losses on both
the sides and %hg Rajputs, finding it difficult to hold
the citadal, retired Lo the hill fortress on the Girnav,
The lost phase of the wer centred round the seige of Gir-~
- nar. ‘The Rajputs attscked from all the sidesy The royal

army was posited in different trenches end placed in
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cherge of sevVeral nobless ﬁl;ém,ﬁpag Féﬁﬁéui} a neble
was killed, when he was abbacked by the Rajput soldiers.
Daring the oo urse of the seige, Ra Wandalika atbtempbed to
make peace with the Sulean vut wae rebuffed. The seige

ended when the provisions in the fort fell short,

the Fopular belief for the fall of Junagadh =

The surrender of this inaccesmible fovtress 15 tra-
ditionally associated with an episode of treason. Ra Man-
dalika is saild bo have had a ainister Vishal or Vithal,
whose wife Mohini was veré beaubiful. It iz believed that
Ra liandalika forcibly took her away. The injured husband,
unable o bake open revenme, planned in sccrel the down-
fall of his masﬁer.qg When the provisiuns fell short
Vishal sent a message to the Sulﬁén that now was the fave
ourable opportunicy to take the fortress by asgault. The
Sultan acted on the advice and before long the Ra submite
tted %o him and swrrendexed the keys of the fortress (De-

cember 4, 1470.) 13

12, Durgess ~ TBrikh=i-Soraliy pe 1174

13« M3 = Trens (B) pp;{184~199g«‘§;%(TEXt)IV, i1, pu}aé
Ross, Sir Dennisen B, An Arabic Hisbory of India-
Fe L, ppe19=27s
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This story cannot easily be disbelieved. There is
some bhistorical significance in it. Ra Mandalika had a
weakness for women as indicated by the descripbions given
in Mandalika Bripa Charltas The author stabes that Ra
Kandalika ook his wives with himself even in the naval

expedition agalnst Sangana Wadhel, the king of Swarka.ﬂa

4 similar story is also told in gn old bardic poenm,
in which also Ra Mandalikas is said to have approached  a
peautiful Charan woman, whose righteous mger at the re-

sult brought destruction to him. 2

It seems that the first two expe&itioﬁé of the Sul-.
tan en Junagadh were political motiveted. In these expe
editianétﬁa was humiliated and his power broken by the
Sultan. The third expediticn to Juﬂagédh was, according

16

to the Persian chronicler, due to the raliglous bias

of the Sultan. Religion was not the only motive which
prompted the Sultan to lnvade Junagadh. Sikander gives
a religious colouring bto the cﬁ@paigﬁ, in owxder to exalb
his pabrons, the Ssiyids of Detwa. The Sult@n hal no

valid reason bo abtback the Ra for the third Gime. Howover,

(Bombay Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan, 1955)
150 Valenkarg HeDeo Opt Git, {3&55
16+ MS - ‘Trans (F),p'{). 54“55&
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it is to be noted that when Ra pleaded’fdr his 1nn¢cenaé;
and faithfulness, the Sultan replied that he was sn “in=
£idel". This apparently.leads us to believe that reli-
gion played a‘&etermiﬁané role in this expedition. It
is very clesr from the'épnversatian between the Sultan
and the Ra, that religlon was used as a means for tﬁa

political end.

Zhe conversion of Ra Mandelika :-

The Persian chroniclers give different versions re-
garding the aonvgfsionﬁct Ra Mandalika to Isiamg AfGex
the fall of Junagadh, the Ra was made a prisoner. iis
life was spared, but at the sacrifice of that which to a
Rajput is deavrer than life itself. AC the command of the

© Sultan, Ra Mendalika accepted Islam,

Eigémrﬁdwdih writes bthat Rae Mandalika was sent %o
Shah Shams-yd-din of Una, and here, he was instructuzdd
in the tenets of Islam., V/ Sikendar writes that Ra Man-
delika was converted affer his arrival at Ahmedabad during
a visibt to the saintly @péﬁ'ﬁ~§bm. This does nob sppear
plausible and is evidently introduced by the hisbtorian to

glorify the Bukhari Saiyyids of Batwg. o

It seems that the Ra's conversion te Islanm was notb

due o influence of Muslium, saints eibher of Una or of

17« A -~ Trans (DB) IIL, ppe 255~255,
18+ M8 - Trans (F), pps 57-58
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. b econis”
Batwa, It was not a voluntary change of faithy we are

told by Sikandar himself that whenever the Ra thought of
Girnar and his past gloxy, he “sighed end wept.qg

Avard of titles apd Jagirs Lo the Chudaganma
Ruler and hig family -

Ea Mendalika, after his conversion to Islam,, rece-
ived the title of Kheh Jghan, Ra Mandelika's femily re-
ceived the title of }:‘ia:i; Zadahs and hls sa Bhupatsingh

was given Jegir of ﬁaaﬁasara - Chovisi near Mengrol .20

szagéxdh rénagae& Mustaﬁgbéd gnd its dmoortsnce henceforth:

After the conguest of Junegadh, the Sultan beaut:i.-v
fied it and renamed it Mustafabad. - His religious szeal
led bhin to make it a new capital from which to propagate
the tenets of Islam in the whole peninsula. He, therefore,
invitéﬁ Saiyyids and men learned in the doctrines of the

faith from the meinlsnd sud settled them in Eﬁu&tafabadqaq

19, M8 =~ Trans (F) pp.57=59 and Trans {(8), pp.189, 190,
1935 and n. . ‘

20. According to the aubthor of Teriih-i-tSorath (Burgess)
the dynasty of the Ra was allowed to continuye for
another century as tributory jasirvdars at Junagadh,
under the control of the gbvernor or Thanedars of
Sorath appointed by the Gujsrat Sultans. p«131. :

27, US - Trans (P) [ps58~59 alse—(2)—ppsid9t=i92. A fPc4)

P11 - 112
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During his reign Mugﬁaﬁabéd became a mint town snd coins
struck here beay the name, "Mustafabad”,

{

1t was hepceforth the headquarter of the deputy for
Sorath both for Rhzissh lands and for receiving tributes
from subsidiary chiefs of the peninsula.

The conguest of Junagadh was one of the most import~-
ant events of this reigne. ' !

First, the fortifications on Girmar hill were very
strong and almost impraegnable, Various abiempts had been
made by the Rajput and Huslim rulers of Gujarab to conguer
these lends bub without success. Therefore, it is not small
credit to conquer such a well protected fort at a time whén
the weapons of the war were limited. IV was also a notable
feat to reduce such a powerful Rajput family.

Besides, Sulten Mabmud Sheh selected this place as
his second eapitale« Por the administrative efficlency of
the peninsula, this was a proper choice of the Sultan.

A deputy was sppointed to remain at this headquarter.
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SACK OF KUVA &=

Af$er the conquest of Jﬁnasadhg Khalil %&éﬁ (later
ﬁuzaffér §§§h II) was pleced as the depuby in Sorath and
during his rule he had an occasion o march against Kuva,
in the north-cast of the peninsula, when its Jhala ruler
Veghoji rebelled against the newly founded aubhority. The
two armies meb near Saldpur, siX miles north of Dhranga—
dra end g serious engagement took place, in which the
royal forces were defeated. Khalil Ehan then asked for
help from his fabher, who advancing with a large force
baseiged Kuva.

VaghoJi resisted Vasliantly but his provisions were
exhausted, which made him lead a desperate laﬁf abtack
from the fort. In this Vaghoji was killed, Kuva was
sacked and seized from that date it ceased to be the Jhala
Copital. 2° The Sultén established a militory "Thana" at
’this‘placeg’

Its fate qreate& a great impression smong the Jhalas
so much s0 thet not only was that place gb@ndoned as a
capital, but an impression "Kuvawno-Bher" (i.e. the cata~
strophe of Kuva) became proverbial among them for any

great misfortunes This eXpression still continues.

22» The Jhalas were f£irst settled abt Pabali in the N.E.
of the peninsula, but their capiital changed succ—
essively to Mendal, Kuva and Halvad uwntil in 1730
Dhrangadrs was built, -
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It is believed that Vaghoji. died with his seven sons
in this cabastrophe and the eighth son Rajodharji founded
}Iélavad in 1408, which became the caplitsl of the Thalas 22

CUICH AND SIND (1472~1473)

The Revolt of Sumara ond Sodhas of Cutch :~

From the confused and meagre aéceunt avallable, it
appears that in 7472, the twWo tribes Sodha end Sumara of
Cutch, caused troubles on the borders of Gujarat, Sultan
Mahmud Shah, who was in Mustaf@bad at this bime was info-
roed sbout these disturbance and hence he marched against
them, The Sodhas and Sumaras were expert archers and were
nusbering more than the Sulban's army.

. Mahiud easily defeated them inepite of their super~
ior numbers and as the tribesmen followed Islam without
any proper knowledge of their faith so oF Sulten's orders,
the leading men of each tribe were sent to Junagadh, to be
there instructed in the doctrines of their falth,

Relicyes the Jan Nisau-ud-din f£rom trouble i-

From Cutch, the Sulten crossing the Runn marched
against the Baluchl and Jat tribes of Sind. These Baluchls
were in revolt sgainst Jam NiZamend-din, the m}alrer, of
Sind and the grend father of Sultan Mshmud from his movher's

_25. Bombay Gazetteer, ViII, Eathiamx; PP 2223
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side. They were 40,000 in number but fled at the Sultan's
approach and their camp was glven up to plundep. Before
he retived fran'Sind, Mahmud received gifts and a lether
of thanks £ram the Jam, He then returned bo MustafZbad.

The sccount given by the Persian Chroniclers is
very meagre and ccofus¢d one end therefore it is Aiffioculs
to evaluate. Judging from ite narrvation by the Persian
authors, it is likely that this event had practically no
political importance in the history of this bime. &F

The Conguest of Dwarka and Sankhodhar -

Duarka is situated in f.he NsWe commer of Saurashtras
- It is a place of pllgrimege and its history soes as far
back as the Mehebharats It is dedicated bo Lord Krishna.
Shankhodhar formed a part of the territory of Raja Bhim
at tpa’ﬁ tine, There is a temple here dedicated ‘f:a Semkhw
na?ayan, a férm of Loxd Vﬂ.shmi, the Hindy deity and here
oo the Hindus go for pilgrimages - "

 Causes of invasion s~

It is said that one Maulans Mabasmmsad ﬁa&ng?,andi, in

24, T = Text, I, I, pe 397, 45 ~ Px.(F) ppe 59-60.
" TA Tr. III pps 257-259, Ross An Arabic Hisbory
of Gujarat — I, ped2s | )
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the gervice of Bahmani Bultan of Deccan, weas afber his

revirement) was on his way to Semarqand,| His ship was
wrecked due to bad weather ncar the eoaét of Dwarka. The
piraﬁes of Dwarka robbed Maulana.ﬁuhé&mgﬁ of his,praperﬁy
end women. So he came Go the Gourt of %ultéh Mahmad Shah
I in a destitube cundliion and urged hi§ to move for the
recover of his loss, The Sultan assure% him of Justice

and dacideﬁ to invade the territvory of Bhim. a5
|

Host of the Fersian histezians 8Pcept this incident
a8 the only cause of Bultan mahmud*s invasicn on D#arka
end Senkhodhar. '.Ehey do not take into can..a.dex'aticn some
of the other factors viz. rsiibioua, geagraphical and
eommaraial, which alse led o this invaaicn:

I
t

In the first place these two plag?s wexre important
pilgrimage centres viglted by Hindus frém all over the
countrys This relisious importasnce might have tempted
the religious minded Sﬂltan o Gstablwsh his control over
this land.

i
|
|
'

) Besides, it slso seems that the ruler of this land.

sheltersd the pirates and probably shared in their gains.
This would have affected the commerce and ses-borme trade

25¢ TF - Text IV, II pp.ﬁ&-.%%.
M5 - Tvaas, (BY, pps 195+197s
T4 - Trans (DB) :m: Ppe 260-262
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of Gujarat. Thus when the Bulten received this complaint,
he decided to.make an end of this trc;ble.ae

w
The course of the War i~

With these considerations in mind, the Sultan mar-
ched towérds Dwarka, from Mustafabad ~ Junagadhe On hear-
ing of the Eul@éh’s’aémival, Raja Bbim fled to Shenkhow
dhar, which was betber protectsd. The Sulté;'s army Sa-
cked the city of Dwarka and’&emalisheﬁ‘the holy temples.
dith the spoils of the principal temples a mosgue was
erectedes It ie believed thay the Sultan's army collected
é’large booty during their sack of the city.

The Sultan then followed with his army towards
Shankhodhar, where the Rajputs had taken shelber. It wss
difficuls for the royal sromy o cross the sea and hence
they bad Go encamp uear the Sea=coast 4ill the boats were
prepared. The blace, where the army encomped, was known as

Armnrsh, opposite %o Shankhodhar, Here the soldiers were

26. It is interesting to nobe here that the piratical
aQtivitiés on this port confinued till the first
haif of the 19th Century. Col. Walker the political

agent in Okhamandal bebween 1815 - 1830, to improve
the condition of the people of this area employed

b )
tiese pirates in Military service. The pirabes were
égﬁﬂiigyaghews and it was their braditional C*‘“&U
< »
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much troubled by snakes, @nd it is sald that within the
royal enclosure itself number of them were killed in one
ﬂi@hﬁ& 2?

The Sulten collected the ships in the neighbouring
port and atiacked the fort of Shankbodher. The Rajpuls
soldiery fought bravely till their provision in the fort
lasted. They had then to surrender to the Sulten. Raja
Bhinm escaped from the fort bub sccording Lo ckironiclers

G
" he was captbured by the ro LMY »

X#aula'hg Muhammad's family and property was restored
tc him. Dwarka aud Shankhodpar were aubjugated completely
and I?arhat-xiluﬁmli: ‘Malik Tug_‘_hé'n was appointed its Govere
nors. 'The Suliga'i cane back to Junagadh in Cctober, 1473.

The Pate of Raja Bhim &=

The Rajput King was taken as capbive to ﬁugﬁ&&béan
Junagadh, ond then sent to Muhafiz Eian, Ghe Governox of
Ahmedsbads The Governor insulted and humiliated the Raj=
. put chief by dragging him in collar snd chains, round the
ciby and he was execubed. The limbs of his body were ex=

nibited on the main gabtes of the city.o>

27+ T - Dexts IV,II, 19393, TA = Trans (D3) III, Dp.260v—
2671 U3 = Trans ~ (F) pp.&1=62+ ALl these wrlters
give fantastical figure of the snskes which were
kilied in ¢ one night by the seldiers.

28, IF = Dext, IV, II pe30%, U5 — Trens (¥) ppe52-63
TA - Trans pp261-262.
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The treatment meted out %o Rajn Bhim by Sulban
%&a@i—ad S;:aDh was not in any way new in bthe mediseval his-
(re 3 0 | Host of the rulers used these practices bowards
their prominsnt who fell in their hards. Besides, it was
necessary for Sulten Mahmud t‘giag, to make the 'imz;ertan‘i?
route of commerce for Persian gulf free from the pirates.
Hence keeping this view in mind, the Sulisn was justilied
in conquering Dwarka, but his behaviour towards Bﬁim was
harsh and cruel. Politicsel necessity in asny way does not

justify needless cxruelby.

it geems that after the concquoest of Dwavrka, the pi-
raticgl setivities ceased on this coast becouse we do not

come accross sny such serious act of piracys

The Conquest of Champafier s«

afver Gen years of peace, Sultan Mahmud attacked

Champaner, the last of the lmporiunt Rejput strongholds
in Gujarat. Mehmud Shsh ab this time followed his prede-
cessor's policy of subjugebing Rajout states gradually,
The earlier plen of subjugating the three po&vérful Rajput
States viz. Ideyr, Champaner and Junsgadhk made by Akmad [
Shah was not successful till Mehmud Sheh I. Ahmad Shah
had established his conbxol over these sbtabtes but he did
not deatroy them. The 'tzask; af aﬁnaxing; Junagedh and
Champéner was performed by Mehmud Shah after his grand-
father, though he could not invade Champaner till 1482.
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Champaner, was ruled by Rajputs, with their seat in
the impragnable hill fortress of Pavagadh. 29 Ahmad Shah
_atbempted to reduce it,; bubt he failed o do sos '

xBesidss being a Rajput stronghold, Champaner was
"also sbratigically important for the Sultans of Guaaréu.
It is situated on the north-east border of Gujarat and
since the relations of the Sultans of Gujarat and the
Sultens of Malwa wers strained; it was important for them

to secure Chanmpaner against Malwa.

Famine in Gujarat : 1482 :

Mabmdd Shah aware of the political and strategical
importance of Champaner, wanted a csuse to invade it and
thie he got in 1482, '

From the available sccounts we £ind that the Sulban
invaded Champaner at the %ime of famine that occured in
Gujarat in 1482, It caused severe loss of life in Gujarat

29, Different explanations are given for the derivation
of the name of Pavagadhs In the old inscriptions
it is mnentioned as “Pavak-gadh™ or the fire hill.,
The variant form "Pavagadh" or the castle of winds
used by Vr. A.K. Forbes is not accepted by the
Bcholars.
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and greater part of its territor& was affected. 0 Bikane
dar states;"@here was no rain in whole of Gujarab excepd
in the territory of Ghampaner."ﬁq Bé%ing his account on
this reference the aubhor in the Bombay Gazetbeer writes.
“There was partial famive in Gujarat but Champaner had no
searcity of food.” 32 Therefore Champaner was the place,
which atbcited raids in search of food, Halik Asad, the
- Goveruor of the Sul¥an at Moramli or Rasalabad, -2 raided
the villages of Champaher for supplies. Rayal Jagysingh
or Pabtal Raval the Rajpub ruleﬁ of Champaney drove him
out and captured some of the royal horses and elephants.

This wes the pretext, the Buliim nesded and he arre
ived at Barcds with his army. Raval Jaysingh on hesring
this, sent an euvoy for the psaceful pettlement of the
d spute. The Bultan's only reply to the envoy wae, "Except
the Sword and dagger, no other mnessage, shall pass between

you and ne’ >4

Baval Jaysingh, thersugony Hook refuge to his mouns

506 TF ~ Text ~ IV, IX pe 396,

39, 88 - WL 65m06

32. Bos Gazs Vole Iy Po I, DPecdb=247

%%+ Rasulabad 18 near Barodas

34w TF = Lext, iV, II e 396 85 ~ Tramas (F) pp.65~66
TA - Trens (D) IIL, p; +271=273.



i1

tein fortresa to defead it tc the last. According to Fipi-
shtah, Raval Jaysingh had a pitehed battle with the army
of Sult3n under Malik Asad snd in that £ight Raval Jay=
singh was defeated sad driven into the fortresa.55

The Har =

The roysl army encamped nesr Keckaria, ab a little
distance from Halol, towards Baroda. Saiyyld Badia Algus
gory was appointed as the guard of the road asnd was Orgd-
ered to bring in the provisione. One day the Rajpubt sole
diers slew a body of the royal tropps and seized the nro-
¥isions Iroie the Ssiyyidﬂ5ﬁ This was the only success
gained by the Rejputs, during the course of the War, After
this incident, the Sulpéh'ordered the eleborate trenéhas
or "covered ways™ to be extended from his camp to the '
bage of fortress. This ianvestment, with meny vicissitudes,
lasted for over twenty months. buring thhs seige the
Sultan continued to plunder the counstry of Raval, "so that
there remain no town, no villsge, ne house of which the
money wWas not taken into tvhe royal treasury the clothes
and stulfs into thé‘royal storehouses, the beasts into
the royal stables, and the ¢orn into the royal granneries
and Kitchen.® 57

i

55¢ TW = Texbt, IV,Tpe397+ CHI = Vole IIZ, pps309=311
354 TA ~ Trans, (De) IIT,; pps 271, 273, '
3?@ GHI - L1 Pe 5’3@5
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Raval Jaysingh seeks the help of the Sulten of Malwa :-

Raval Jaysingh found it difficult to resist the pow=
erful army of the Sultan. S0 he sent his minisbter Dunger-
singh Suri to Sultan Ghiysth-ud-din of Malwa for the mili-
tary assistancc. The ministeyr on reaching Mendu, offered
one lgkh of silver btankas for every day's march that the
Malwa rul.er would make from Mandu to Ohampaner.58 Sultan
Ghiyabh-ad~din accepbed the terms bub on resching Nalcha,

' a town, a few miles from Mandu, decided to cahcel  Ghe

expedition and returned to his capital..
= |
The historians, viz. Sikandar, Nizan-ud-din and Fi-

rightsh, state that ab Nalcha Sulian Ghyath-ud-din was
reproached for his decision of helping 3n infidel against
a Muslim, by learned mem and nobles and therefore he deci-
ded to go back to hia'cépital rather thaﬁ to march any
further .59 This is only partially true for these writers
havé ignored certain other dmportant factors leading to
the returmn.

Pirsty the historians have failed o appreciate the
importance of sn incident which took plaée sinmul taneously

8. ME = Trans (F) ppe 66-67«

59 M3 = Trans (F) pps 66-67
TF « Text IV, II pe 397.
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with the Malwa Sultgﬁ's acceptance of the offer of the(Raja
of Champaner, #shmud Shah advanced towards Dohad, leaving
the seige of Chsmpaner - Pavagadb in charge of his nobles,
to check Sultan Ghiyath-Gd-din. This might have caused
Sulten Ggiyéﬁp~hdﬁdih, o retreat because by this time

Sultan ahmad Sbah had won a high reputution in the £ield.*”

fecondly, if we trace the relation of Gujarat with

M=alwa we find that religious considerations were relatively
of less importance in their dealings with the Rajpubt kings.
The Rajput rulers of Idar, Champaner, Jalawar and Naded
had earlier sought the help of Hoshang Sheh Ghorl of Malwa
against Ahmad gpéﬁ of Gujsrabt on that occasion the Halwa
rulevhad come as far «s Modasa bub on the arrival of Sul-
tan shmad Sheh, he had retired to his capital, )

Again when Sulton Muhamiiad Shafl had maxched against
Gangadas, the Rajs of Champaner in #449, Sul?éb %a@mﬁd
Khaljil of Malwa came to Ghe help of the ruler ¢f Champener
and because of. this help, the Sulten of Gujarat had to

retreat.,42

i

A\

40, Barlier the author has referred the intervention of
Sultan Mehmud Shah in Deccan, when Mahmud Ehalji the
ruler of Malwa invaded it, The late Sultan Yshmud

Khalji had to retreat because he could not resist the
povwerkul army of Gujarat, ‘

41, TF = Trans = IV ppe 32=33

{2 Ibid' FDo 55“‘560 . 4
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These incidents indicate that the relations of Hulwa
with Gujarat in their mutual dealings with the Rajput ra-
lers were based more on political considerations than on
religlous, Therefore}ia can be doubted if it was only on
the deeree of the Ulama that made the Sultan of Malwa

retreat.

Then, why did the Molwa Sultan call on the religious
people and nobkes at Nalcha te make a repréaentation to
bimself on a sbep that he had already btaken to help bthe
Raja of Champeamer ? It appears that Ghiyabh-3d-din was not
too keenfto eéngage his more pwex powerful neighbour in a
war and therefore he seized this pretext to evade a task
he had rather too hastily incurred. We have'te bear in
mind that Sultan Mahmdd march to the border of Gujerat,
might have forced him to revise his earlier decision to
come to the help of the Raja of Champaner.

Storming of the Fort :-

After great difficulvies, the trenches or "covered
‘ga;a" were completeds Unsuccessful atbempts were made by
/the royal army to conquer the fort in‘tha abgence of the
Sultan. Mahmud Shah aﬁ hearing the retreat of the Malwa
ruler, returned from Dehad and caused a mosgque to be built
in his camp as a token of his firm resolve not to desist

from the seige until he had btaken the fortress.
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Then Sulten, however met with little success. About
this time, he was informed that a body of the Rajpub so=
ldiers used to leave the fort secretly every morning to
- perform their sblutionss On Wov. 21, 1484, the Sultan
ordexed Qﬁwébﬁﬁi«Mulk Malik Sarang, to be ready with the
army at day break foxr the atback on the fort. As usual
the Ra3§ut soldiexs 1&3& the fort. Immediastely the sole
diers of the Sulten overpowered the guards and rushed in.
By. this time, Melik Ayds Sulténi, also entered the fort
through western wall where a breach had been effechted by
a guny and secured the mein gate. A grim fight took place
between vhe Rajputs and soldiers of llalik Aj;bq The Raj=
pubs sustained a great loss in thié battle.

The gé:fermancerf Jaghay :-.

The Rajputs had to rebtire to the palace euclosure
and there they prepared for the awful wites of the Jouhar,
After this fearful ceremony they opened the main gates of
the palecée, =nd seven hundred Rajput soldiers fell apon
the reyal army. The royal army suffered a heavy loss in
the last fight. 7The war against Chesmpaner has lasted for
a year and nine month before the fort fell.

Raval Jaysingh and his fomily their treatment at
$he hands of Gthe SULEAR i~ ‘

!

Raval Jaysihgh and his mimiste:'ﬂuﬁgersingh were

seriously wounded during the fight, bub were captured alive
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and were placed in the charge of Mubafisz Khan for treat-
mente Their wounds took five months to heal. Op their
recovering, they were brought before the Sultan. The
sﬁltgg'asked them to choose between Islam and Qeath. They
refuaed té accept Islame The Sulban sumuoned the Uldha;
and askeé then to give their cpinion for the "punishment"
of these "infidels". They passed a judgment for their ex-
egcution. Pabai Raval's head was truck off snd exposed on
the gibbeb as was the custom then. Dungersingh, at the
tine of his eXeccution, suatiched a sword from bthe soldiex
and killed one of the Sultan's relatives Shaykhen-bin-
Kabir, but was himself killed» This took place in G48$,

The two daughters of Raval Jaysingh were admitved to
the Bultan's bharem, sad his young son was handed over to
a noble Saif-ul=-Mulk to be converted and educated in the
Muslim faithe. This prince played an imporbant part dure
ing the reign of Muzaffar Shah II, under the title of

Nizem-0l-Mulk and became the Amir of Idar.¥”

The Yopular beliefs regarding the fall of Champaner i-

Forbes's Rasmala, supplies us with interesting ine-

formation regarding the fall of Champaner - Pavagadh.

45« P& = Trans (Ue) III, ppe275-276. 8BS - Trans (F)
DD« 67-68, Ross E« An Arabic History of Gujarat-I
pPRed7=32.
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This account also gives us ﬁhe dorrect date of the
fall of Pavagadh. ‘The date given in the bardie account
is "the third day of Paush in the Samvat year 1541" énd
this ggrees very nearly with the final storming of the
hill fortress, 28 given by vhe Firishtah, December 21,
wan, ¥

It is popularly believed that goddess Kali once
doined in Navratra Garba dance in Pavagadh. At this time
Raja Patal Raval not knowing her divine character cast

lascivious/ glances at the Goddess and asked her to marry

him. On this; the angry God&ssé eurséd the Raja and this
led to his downfall. It is further said that the six ime
portant and brave Rajput Rejas lost their lives in defenw
ding the fortress.: 5

According to the bardic information, Raisingh, the
eldest of the three sons of bthe Haval Jaysingh ¥ had died
in his father's life time. His ¢lde¥ son Prithviraj es-
caped from Chaupener and settled ab Hamp, a small village
on the banks of Narmada and founded the state of Chhota
udaipur, while Dungarji, the younger son of Baisingh, was

. the founder of the State of Devagadh Baria.

Tthe End of the War G

Since the beginning of the independent Sulbanate

44, FPorbes K. Hasmala (Oxford) I, pﬁ. 356358,
45, Ibid. '
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Gujarat was constahtly, threatened by the possibility of
invasion by the Sultans of Malwa. This conquest secured
the eastern frontier egainst these attscks from Malwa,
Secauae Champener held a key position between Gujarat and
Halwas ‘

Sulyan Mahmud selected this town for the capital of
Gujerat and rvenamed it Muhsumadebad. The Sultan beautified
it with gardens, frult trees, and Sandal wood ﬁrees. It is
said that the Sandal wood trees were found in such abun~
dance that their timber was used to build the houses.¥®

The Conquest of Ragour =

The Persian Chroniclers are silent about Sultan
wagmad's conaquest of Heanpur, a Rejpul principality, near
Phandhukss. Only the Resmala sccount based mainly on bar-
dic informabion, refers to this campagign againgt Rajput
king of Ranpure

It is sald that Renjl the Gohel Chief of Ranpur
and the Bulﬁéﬂ hal married the daughters of the king of
Marware One day both the sisbers came together in their
father's house. The Sultan's wife pressed her sister
Gohel's wife. to dine with her, which she declined say~
ing that she was unworthy of doing so, for her elder

sister was the wife of the $u1$an of Gujarat, whereas

4G5« NS -~ Trans (F) Phe 68"590
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she was only the wife of a petty lendlord, W@hen pressed,
the younger sister disclosed the true “reasan, namely that
she would be defiled by sating with the gueen, who wag

married to a Muslim. 47

At this reply of "Thakorani", the Sultan's wife.fe-
1t insulted and determined to avenge it by having her sig-
ter brought to the court and o make her dine in her

COMpany «

The Sultan's wife persuaded her husband %o call
Ranji snd his wife ot shmedabad. At the Sultsn's request
Hanji and his wife came $0 Ahmedabad but Ranji had learnt
of the real intentions, of the Sultan for this invitation
from his wife. S0 he came alone o vislit the Sultan at
his palaces The Sultan once again reminded the Gohel
chief o bring his wife to the palace, The Gohel chief
- refused to do so and immediately returned with his wife
%o Ranpur. |

Another resson given in the Rasmala for the fall of
Ranpur is as under which is probably the immediate cguse
for the attacks It is said ;ixat an old Uohammadan woman
with hexr son, halted ai Banpuxy while on her way to Mecca.
Early bext morpning the boy c¢alled the "adhan" or summons

to prayers. The Bxﬁgmns at this prophesised the fall of

-

47, Torves K» Ope Citie I ppe 344=347.
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Ranpur gt the hand of "Malechha', Ranji put the boy to
deathy paying no attention to his. mother's protest. The

Bultan was appealed vo for justice by the old woman S8,

The Attack i~

Bul tan Mahmud oxrdeyed hig pephew Bhandari Khan to
march sgainst Ranji. Ranji, on hearing the march of the
royal army, btook his position near Dhandhuka. After a
sharp babtle, the Rajpur arny retreated to the gates of
Ranpur and Ranji, the Rajput, ordered that if royal ba=
nner was seen going down, then it should be taken as a
signal to perxform "Jauhar™s It ie sald that the Rgjpub
Flag bearer set 1t down o0 drink wabter and on this the
"Jauhar? was performed; The Gohel chi:e's Renji also fell
in the battle and the Rajput fort was taken by the Sultan.

The Ranpur prineipality was given %o Parmsr Haluji,
the nephew of Gohel and chief of Mali, as a prige for his
conversion to Islam. 49

For this event we have to rely solely on the infore
mation supplied by Forbes in the Rosmsla. The description
itself is incomplete and therefore, raises doubis.

First, Persian chroniclers do not mention this event

48. Forbes K« Ops Cit, Dppe 344347
49. BDom. Gaze IV, Ds 352,
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ef contemporary sourcs like Méfagglﬁ—i~ma$ﬁaﬁ SHAHI also
has not mentioned this. The Persian hi&tcrians liked

record such suceess, but are silent regardlnb this event.

This can be explaine& on the following grounds 3

It is clearly mentioned that the Sulban ordered his
nephew Bhandari Xhan to march asgainet the Rajpub chief of
Renpur, therefore it is likely that the Persian historisns

might hot have treated it ss5 an important event.

Seccnﬁlé it is very difficult to f£ix a date for this
campalgns Lt is possible to plaﬂe this eventbatween Sule
| tan Mahmud's ¢onqueat of Champaner and Bahaéur Gileni's ;
revolt on the sea~coast of Gujsrat, i.6. betweén 1482 to
1492, because it is belleved that Halyji Parmar, the
Moli chief came ong the throne of Rempur at thia'time.5°

R YY XY EXEE Y

50« Forbes K. 6PPQ‘CihQ Ly Ppe 44347 Bome Gaz. IV,
Phae 352""353 .



