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The Cnct&ceue are one o£ cue i’ev; Largo i’acdliec ci 

dicotylscions with clear ecogeographic significance* Cacti are 

native to temperate and tropical regions oi the new v.orla, 

particularly in warm and dry places. The unctuceue consists 

ox 30 to 200 genera idepending on the autnoxj and at least 

1000, perhac s as ;aany as 2C00

Loan ora r, ill lama ii or '.he seal button’, the source oi 

peyote, is a member oi this la ally, xe-ccui buttons contain 

several alkaloids with narcotic properties, reyote is 

extensively used by Indians lor Its nsdiclnaL value. It is 

considered to be a. panacea lor most body ills* Hany Cacti 

arc cultivated as pot plants.

The Cactuceac no mo or a are spiny succulents, heaves are 

aosent except in j-croskia arid j. eres.kiO’.j.siG which possess

v,oody stem and well developed succulent alternate simple leaves. 

Fitters are solitary large and showy, at the areola! or some­

times at the branch tips (i. oreskiaj. i loners are pen act 

or seldom unisexual, regular or somefciuun irregular through 

curvature oi the perianth tube or due to the unequal reflexion

oi' the segments* re pals arc numerous, spirally arranges, showy 

ana petal old, united below to form a perianth tube or

hypanthiuffl, gtauc-ns are numerous, inxtintod in cnnlfriugai



sequence* Anthers arc tetrasporangiate and dl thecal% 
opening by longitudinal slits* Gynoeclu® of 3-tuany carpel© 
united to fora a compound inferior ©vary (in Peroskia the 
flowers are perigynous and ovary is superior) with a single 
style and as many radiating stigmas as carpels (in Perestela 
the carpels are slightly united)* Ovules usually numerous 
with parietal placenta in unilocular ovary (in Pereskia basal 
and the wary partly partitioned)* Ovules are casspyloiropous 
to rarely anatropous, bitegoie and crassinucellar* Fruit is 
indehiscent fleshy baccate, rarely dry or dehiscent*

Briton and Hose (1873) classified the Cactaceae into three 
tribes viz the Pereskieae, Gpuntieae and Cacteae (Cereae)* The 
tribe Pereskieae is characterized by the presence of broad 
flat leaves and stalked, clustered flowers and is devoid of 
glochids. Small terete, early deciduous leaves, sessile 
flowers and gl©chide are Ids© distinguishing characters of 
tribe epuatieae* whereas the tribe cacteae possesses 

rudimentary leave©, sessile flowers, perianth forming a tube 
and glochids*

Thorne (1963) elevated these three tribes to subfamilies, 
the Pereskioideae, Opuntioideae and Cactoideae*

Bentha® and Hooker (1865) recognized only two tribes, 
the Echinocacteae and Gpuntieae, the former contains 9 genera



and the latter with A genera. They included i-ereskla in 

tribe Gpuntieae.

DArfJL«ihr* CHUhIChi-. <GUk

The known chemical data of various Cactaceae taxa is 

presented in the table ~JJ .

The Cactaceae are characterized by the presence oi' a 

peculiar type oi alkaloid raesealine, nophophorine, horaenine 

and annalidine are the other alkaloids reported in this family. 

Apart from alkaloics, various type of flavonolcs located in 

this family are quercetin, kaemplerol, and their variously 

mecnoxylated derivatives. -sitosterol, deoxyvlperiaene, 

macdongathin, peniocrenol, cyclosterol, stenocerol and tuberol 

are the major steroids reported in the Cactaceae.

In the present study, 8 plants belonging to the 5 genera 

have been studied for their chemical markers. The data thus 

obtained, alongwith data irons other disciplines, are used to 

understand the taxonomy and phytogeny of the family at 

vaxious levels.

KaThhlshS Ahl; i’iifliTODC

screening was done with plant materials collected from 

gardens in and around Jaroca. The plant materials were 

properly identifies and deposited in the n-erbarium of the 

botany Department, M.n. University of daroda, India.
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Whole plants (Fhyliodades) were used for analysis 

except for Pereskia erandifolia where the leaves were studied. 
Procedures followed for the extraction* isolation* and 
identification of various chemical markers are the same as those 
described in Chapter 2.

RESULTS

The distribution of flavonoids* phenolic acids* alkaloids* 
Saponins and steroids from members of Cactaceae is presented 
in the table-22 .

All the members screened contained fiavonois. Flavones* 
find glycoilevones were absent in the family.

Various type of flavonols located in this family include 
quercetin* kaempferol and their methoxyiated derivatives. 
Kaempferol* as such* was detected in all members except Oountia 
dell ini. Quercetin was present in Ha tail! aria sps*# Qnuntfe. 
dell ini. Oountia sps. and Pereskia arandifolia. 4**»QKe 
kaempferol was present in Cereus pervianus. Cereus sps. ead 
Pereskia grandifoila. Melocactus sp*i. and Oountia del Ifni fere 
the two species with 3*»0Me quercetin whereas Cereus forbeaii 
was the only member with 4*-0me quercetin. 3'»4*-Di©Me quercetin 

was located In Oountia dellini and Pereskia grandifolla.

Altogether % phenolic acids have been identified in this 
family. Vanillic# and Syringic acids were present in ail the
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MMbers except Cereua peruvlaaus where the later compound 
was absent. p—QH Benzoic acid was present in 3 species, viz* 
Corns forbes&i. cereua Peruvianua and Kelocactua sps. Melilotic 
acid and ferullc acid were present in ceraus oaruvianus.

saponins and steroids were present In all the members 
screened. All the plants gave a positive test for alkaloids. 
None contained proanthocyanidins. tannins, irldoids and 
qulnonec*

DISCUSSION

Flavonols are found to be the only phenolic pigment of 
this family. The uniform distribution of flavonde establishes 
the homogeneity of the family and therefore the tribal and 
subfamiliaL classifications proposed by various workers do 
not get any chemical support. Moreover there is no chemical 
deleneution observed between leafy and leafless Caetaceae 
©embers* However, certain phenolic acids like, p-GH benzoic, 
aelilotic and gentislc were found to confined to the tribe 
Echinocacteae•

Of the two tribes the tribe Opuntieae seems to be more 
primitive due to the presence of higher percentage of 
incidence of quercetin and more varieties of flavonols* The 
morphological characters like woody habit of some of tho 
members of this tribe also support this contention. The tribe 
Hchinocaceteae is a relatively advanced group in this family



Bo

with higher percentage oi incidence o£ kaeiqpferol ( a less 
hydroxyiated compound) and with Xever variety o£ ilavenals*

0


