Preface

Mountstuart Elphinstone who Jolned the British service
in India in 1795, became the Governor of Bombay Presidency
in 1819 and as a Governor, he had jurisdiction over the
modern Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat.
His activities in the area which is now known as Gujarat
form the thrust of the work which is proposed to be done.
The period covered is from 1819 to 1827.

There are several studies which throw light on the acti~
vities of Elphinstone as the Governor of Bombay Presidency.
The secondary data consist mainly of studies made by
Sir. T.E., Colebrook in 1884, J.S. Cotton in 1892, Kenneth
Ballhachet in 1957, R.D. Choksey in 1971 and Miss Verma in
1981. All these studies have not made any direct and signi-
ficant contribution to Elphinstone's role in the develog-
ment of Gujarat. In fact, there is no coherent study of

Elphinstone in Gujarat,

Many changes were brought about during the period of
the administration of Elphinstone. The readings of
Elphinstone suggest that an indepth study in this period
is required to understand properly the process of transi=-
tion taking place in this part of the Presidency. It will
also provide a different perspective on regional variation.
This will help in understanding as to whether chan-es were
due exclusively to local circumstances during this time

or due to personal views of different administrators including
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Elphinstone, It 13 therefoge folt that a study of Elphinotene #
Bcubsy Gujagat rom 1819 %o 1827 with special emphasis ca sccial
and econonic aspects within the political frsme work will be o
wrthwhile ccatributicn,

.Agnin thiu study will have to be done in the colonial and
pre=industrial centext but fn the reforming sct-up fn Mala ag
whole, The mumm énd formg of the British Indisn Scolety,
thi pulls and px;am“ often exerted on British administers fron
hore and elsevhere tao need analysis spd finally Elphinsconets
oental fremework haa t0 be anvlysed 0 undoerstind his wvaxioue
ectivities and behaviour in State and society,

Atx;mg the varicus appects mic‘;e: vhich Elphinstone's activities

could be ptudied under the following headings in this studys,

e Suxvey of Swurces ond & feview of previcus works on Elphinsting.
2e sutabusm«zi of &c.lt.iah pagampuntcy in Gujaxat,

3, Agrerisn and Commercie) achievements,

de Judicial patterns at Crossroads.

Se Cultural mWéﬂm @f Eset and West,

1. Suxvey of deiges and Review of previcus wrks om Elphinstone

This part ia devoted to high lichting the nature of the ta
ixdn ¥ahapasghtre sﬁato spchieves, Boobuy, the Central Librery of
Reyal asistic swi&ty. Borbay, the.ubxazy of Bombay University,
Eationel ixchives of Incia, Lelhi, Peshwa Daftur - aliemstion Cffice
of Pocna, the Libraxics in Barode and /hmecdabacl, For the firxst timg
to study Elphinstane @ lot of Gujaratd works alseo be looksd imto.
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%he work so fer done alsc reviewed here $n this secticn,

2. ab: t tish paraemcun Cujarats

Witil the canencenent of the ninteenth centuzy thers was
no Jjacrease in the tegritorial poneéaim of the Boubay Governmend,
nd censequently no alternation of the system of administration
cccured, Bhurach which wes captured in 1772, hid to be relinquished
In 1779, and was not regainced until 1603, ILuring 1759 surat and
the districts surrcunding it, witnessed the introaucticn of ceztain
changes which lasted until 1800 shen they were supported by sdninie
stxative arrangements based on the codel of the digtrict adminlstide
tim in Bengal, he £insl downfall of the Peabwa In 1018 gove the
Company on encrmous oddition of texzitory, which dnclucded Kheda
apd fhmedabad, In Gujarat, the great accessicn of terxitorics came
with the poace of 1818,

The sessures taken by Elrhinetcne were to enforce order by a
stiong militory forcs to £ix all liabilities anc to @xRCEt securies
from the chief for the piyment of txibute and the cbsexrvance of '
tholx sngegenents in the ﬂm:xqq These mgagmmﬁe Aincluded the
following articlesmy to refex all disputes ¢c the mezchants dnd wo
accept conpensetion for the privilege of levying trinsist duties,

3, fﬁaxm and Commercial Achievementss
W ]

The axperience of the Rust India Company with the Zamincori
tennuzes intsoduced in Bengal £xcm the times of Marrem Hustings, ond
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the lessms drawn from these oxperimenta had alse provoked
viricus controvexse is which were being furdcusly ciscussed
When Gujaret wos conqurred during ninteenth century,

Elphinstone framed the fundsmentel principle of lend revenue
in the Regulatim of 1627, Cn the besis of the Regulaticm the
new lang revenug system 'was Introduced in Gujarat, It m;é cul led
the Tyotwarli systen Of land gevenue collectims, This systen

cshﬁ.tted cartaln special charscteristico,

The transformatico of all chisftasine, g.izassdaxg.‘ Anuindure,
Silnckdoyg bhagdarg end othexr inte *xyots® with proprietoxy rights
on vﬂlag-’ dands over which they previcusly hed only righte to
collect txibutes took vaxdocus tennuriul forve,

Biphinstone could not help increase the trade of Gujerat
dua to the pelicies swmposed wupon by the Bast Indla Coppany, It
was not, howeves, the pollicy of the Bast Indis Corpiny to foster
Incien Industries, The munufecture of goods declined and the:
people who had exported goods to the merkets of Euzope in ymﬂma
centur les bogan to jmport thern in Incressing guontitlios,

4 Judiciol pacterng ot Cropsroadas

\ & great chonge woes introduced in the pattern of Judiciery
dxring the tennure of the Presidsncy of Blphinstane, &s & brinch
of new administraticn, while it Interlocked with exccutive side
of the stete, it 2lso began to xeform the Gujarati Soclety from
uwithin, Apparontely Elphinstonets objective was not to mehe an
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ow:a;p change in the s&stm (34 juéﬁnxary a8 he wanted to
agoimilate both the systems, traditimel Indisn and Western
Judiclary, This system was ifotroduced by him after < cureful
znirestigatim, It wag to find ocut in a way in Xeeping with the
ethos of Incisn Judicisgy but at the same time to rmodel it ¢

the Wostern pittern of judlciory e order to provice Justice with
social and economic equality both in the flelds of fiuend end
Jouldarye The incogporation of the native judges and putting
them in the frame work of juciciary provided the mnglish
stmindstretion em opportunity to secure the heolp of the
experionce and local headoen who hagd good deal of sxperience and
influomce amolg the notive pecple, Jurther, Elphinstocne®s
sefcrng kept the integrity of the tzaditionsl cobligatiun of “
Justice, that is piachayst, a lowest unit in the judiciory but

a significisnt ane, The judiclary system wag ntroduwed in
Gujorst et the time when the similor attempts were mede in énother
parts of estern India, In this gogard Elphinstone could he zegarded
as a pionecey of the modern jJudiciory aystem of Banbay Fresidency.

C 5« QuASuES) ccnfpentation of Dogt ond Noghs
Elphinstcne had 2lwoys shown respect foxr the Indian Society.
But circunstances impelled hiw to propose and mtiomce changep
inte the structuwre of the Incdlan society, His main tosk wes the
focus cn the pevple shen wes conciliated by policies aiter which
a further step towsxds reforms and Smprovement of the sccial
appects of the pecple weg made, Elphinstme had snpough likgalisn
~of ap;i;zeciating the boat in Xuéian culture apnd the camaez%“t;yn
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enzhosis cn the improvement coming f£rom the whole iIndien Soclety,

Elphinstone ghovwed the. gmﬂéest anniety to adopt evexy prae
Cticable measure to Lmprove upin the existing cystem, Very oiten
he had to conscle his subordinates and others, who in their $ne
tanoive gedl for reform were anxicus €0 pescrt to mere crastic
and affective meapures althcugh v&at he sugguoted were gsoow whot
hssty measures, hen Ivancis Warden advt'aod' a complete prahibie
tion of the Practice of Sati,Elrhinctane opposed the suggestion
on the groamd thit 4t hes 0 far been the proctice of their
Govemment not to interfere dirzectly is the religion of the

couatry wnd the me of which he wis persudded they owed tholr

| stability, BEBlrhinstone scvised werden to see thot the woren wag in
gossesaicn of her fecultics, Elphinstons euthorised capt, Boxnwell
to koep all the finca levied on chiefs for infaaticide oo woll os
for other offences in o fupd to be distriluted to chilcren, He
pemnitted slave trade to & certain axtent. Howsver, Elphinstone
did not coupletely song in the way of the priviliged class of
people who enjoyod beneofito from the slave trade,

Klphinstone 1add the £izn fowmndation of the elementory and
ixazy sducoticmal policy of the province of 'Bemw. Rlébmstma's
oW principle wag that, the ﬁmmt should &uy Indirectily
interfere in the puliciss followed by Imdisn schbols. by means of
conpatitive exaaimalf;ims, cortificaten, scholorehipe, cnd prizes
which were to be menaged hy the &xaining of teichexs eé village

- achocls, English usg ¢o be taught in Euxope, &sough translation cn&
ccoposition in the vernseunlay schools vsze m b@ céati#nsd,
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Theae aetitudm of Elz;hkzé!:ma vwere responsible for the
formition of his noted educaticn minutes, codificetion of lavs
and the employment of Tndicns in the civil service, Elphinstcne
belonged to that set of esrly Brdtish Idian sdministr-tors who
ovinced kues interest in things Indion dnd eduindstiction for

the eazly Hinda civilizaticm, At the seme time he was 3lso
influenced by the utilitarin philosorhy of Benthan ond

J.5. Mil), Himself an englightened mon because of his upbrine
¢ing snd wide learning, he brcught the utilitarisn ides of the
heppiness of the governed to India ag faxr ag hia ; administration
<} 4 Bwbag Pnstéimcy is ccncerncd, His sympathetic approsch
to Mdlens snd to Indian problems ia cbvious in his sdminiatres

tive medsures.



