
CONTENTS

PREFACE 01

CRITICAL REVIEW 04

STYLE 24

CHAPTER I HISTORICAL OVERVIEW RETROSPECTIVE
OF SOUTH INDIA 33

INTRODUCTION 33

1.1 ORIGIN OF THE EARLY CHOLA THROUGH
THE SANGAM AND MEDIEVAL * AGE 34

1.2 THE RISE AND EMERGENCE OF THE
CHOLA OF VIJAYALAYA LINE 40

*•

1.3 THE EARLY CHOLA QUEENS 48

1.4 POLITICAL ANNEXATION, MARRIAGE
ALLIANCES, FEUDATORIES AND CULTURAL 
MIGRATIONS , 53

1.5 STATE CRAFT AND ADMINISTRATION 66

REFERENCES 74

CHAPTER II THE SOCIORELIGIOUS BACKGROUND 79

INTRODUCTION 79

II. 1 RELIGIOUS TRENDS THEIR PATTERN
AND DEVELOPMENT 79

II. 2 RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS SECTARIAN 83

EMPHASIS

11.3 THE DEVELOPMENT OF BHAKTI 87

11.4 VARIATIONS AND MANIFESTATION OF
BHAKTI- THE ALVARS 93



II.5 VARIATIONS- AND MANIFESTATION OF
BHAKTI - THE NlYANMARS 97

II.6 SAIVA SIDDHANTA 108

II. 7 VYiVAHARIKA 111

II.8 MYTHOLOGY AND RELIGION 116

REFERENCES 124

CHAPTER III

III. 1

III. 2

III. 3

III. 4

III. 5

III. 6

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE 127

INTRODUCTION 127

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE THROUGH LITERARY 
SOURCES IN SOUTH INDIA 128

THE BASIC CONCEPT OF DR"AVIDA ARCHI
TECTURE ‘ 139

EARLIEST EXAMPLES OF DR*AVIDA ARCHI
TECTURE * 146

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PALLAVA ARCHITECTURE

THE PERIOD OF PALLAVA CAVE TEMPLES 
(580-630 A.D.) (THE MAHENDRA PERIOD _
PHASES : 3) 150

NARASIMHA I ' MAMALLA! PHASE OF 
CAVE TEMPLES 155

HIGHLIGHTS OF PALLAVA ARCHITECTURE 
(CONTD.) 159

REFERENCES 188

CHAPTER IV

IV.1

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY CHOLA 
ARCHITECTURE ** 191

'INTRODUCTION 191

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ADHISTHANA 193

IV.2 THE FIRST TALA (THE WALLS OF THE 
VIMANA) 218



IV.3 THE UPPER TALA (SUPERSTRUCTURE) 262 •

SUMMING UP 278

REFERENCES 284

CHAPTER V TOWARDS EARLY CHOLA SCULPTURE 286
*«

REFERENCES 302

CHAPTER VI SURVEY OF EXTANT SCULPTURE IN THE
EARLY CHOLA PERIOD 303

*•

INTRODUCTION 303

VI. 1 VIJAYALAYA OR PRE-ADITYA I PHASE
(850 A.D.~> 303

VI.2 THE ADITYA OR FIRST PHASE (870-940 A.D.) 311

VI.3 THE SECOND PHASE (940-970 A.D.) 333

VI. 4 THE THIRD OR SEMBIYAN PHASE (969-
985 A.D.) * 342

SUMMING UP 362

REFERENCES 377

CHAPTER VII EARLY CHOLA BRONZES - A FORMAL
ANALYSIS ** - 378

INTRODUCTION 378

VII. 1 MEDIUM AND MATERIAL . 379

VII.2 TEXTS AND TECHNIQUES 381

VII.3 THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY CHOLA
BRONZES ** 385

REFERENCES ' 411

CHAPTER VIII CONCLUSION 412

REFERENCES . 426



GLOSSARY 427

ADDENDA 439

GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 441


