
Acknowledgement 

i 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I am deeply humbled and honored to express my heartfelt appreciation to all those who have been 

an integral part of my academic journey and have contributed to the successful completion of my 

doctoral thesis. 

First and foremost, I would like to acknowledge the grace of the Almighty, who has been my 

guiding force throughout this journey. Without his blessings, I would not have been able to 

persevere through the challenges and reach this milestone in my academic career. 

I am obligated to express my thanks and appreciation to my esteemed guide, Prof. Anjali Karolia 

from the Department of Clothing and Textiles, The M S University for her unwavering support, 

encouragement, and invaluable guidance that have been the bedrock of my research. Her expertise 

and insights have played an instrumental role in shaping my research work and have helped me 

achieve my academic goals. 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge my co-guide Prof. Devarshi Gajjar for her 

support and guidance throughout my research journey. I am truly fortunate to have had the 

opportunity to work under her mentorship and guidance. Her willingness to share her lab space, 

chemicals, and resources with me has been invaluable in facilitating my research. Without her 

guidance and support, this research would not have been possible, and I am forever grateful for 

her contributions to my academic and personal growth.  

I am also grateful to Prof. Krutika Sawant and Ph.D. scholar Parth Thakkar for providing me with 

lab space, support, guidance, and access to instruments for preparing nanoparticles at the Faculty 

of Pharmacy, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. 

The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda has been a significant part of my academic journey, 

and I am grateful for the Doctoral Fellowship for two years that they provided, which enabled me 

to pursue my research and complete my thesis. I am also thankful to the Shastri Indo Canadian 

Institute for providing me a Scholarship for six months and the MITACS for providing MITACS 

Accelerate Scholarship for 1.3 years, which gave me the opportunity to work at the University of 

Alberta, Canada, and gain experience working internationally.  



Acknowledgement 

ii 

 

I would like to express my profound gratitude to Dr. Patricia Dolez for her constant support 

throughout my scholarships in Canada, and her team, including Dr. Paulina De La Mata and Ph.D. 

scholars Laura, Saiful, and Elham, for providing their support, guidance, lab space, chemicals, and 

training for conducting SEM-EDX analysis. I am also grateful to Dr. Boyd More and Dr. Priyanka 

Mittapelly from the Agricultural and Forestry Department of the University of Alberta for 

providing the larvae insects, their lab space, and support for the insect repellency test conducted 

under the study. 

The Ph.D. team of my co-guide Devarshi Gajjar, including Swati, Siddhi D, Hiral, Siddhi, 

Siddhesh, and Gayatri have been an immense source of inspiration and support during my research 

work. Their assistance, guidance, and training in the microbiology lab protocols have been 

invaluable. 

I would like to acknowledge and express my gratitude to my senior teachers and office staff- 

Nishantbhai, Davebhai, Naineshbhai, Pratikbhai, Sachinbhai, Ila ben, Kapila ben, and Santosh bhai 

from the Department of Clothing and Textiles for their cooperation, and assistance during my 

research work. A special mention to Dr. Falguni Patel, and my juniors Jyoti, Kanika, and Kriti for 

their help . 

Throughout my journey, my family and friends have been the cornerstone of my success. Their 

unwavering support, encouragement, and love have been invaluable to me, and I cannot express 

my gratitude enough. I owe a debt of gratitude to my parents, Atul and Kanchan, my late 

grandfather, Navneet and my grandmother Hemlata whose constant support and belief in me have 

been a source of strength during difficult times. My sisters, Anjali and Tanvi, have always been 

there for me, providing much-needed emotional support and encouragement. I am also grateful to 

my close friends, Mohit, Surya, Neha, Rohit, Jhanvi, Alehandra, Barry, and Kevin who have 

cheered me on every step of the way, even when the going got tough. Their unwavering support, 

patience, and faith in me have kept me motivated and focused on my goals. I cannot thank them 

enough for being my backbone throughout this journey. 

In closing, I want to express my gratitude to myself for having the courage and determination to 

push through the challenging moments of this journey. Despite the obstacles and setbacks, I 



Acknowledgement 

iii 

 

remained steadfast in my pursuit of this goal, and I am proud of myself for not giving up. I am 

grateful for the strength and resilience I have developed along the way. I have learned that with 

self-belief, hard work, and perseverance, anything is achievable, and I am thankful for the lessons 

learned through this journey. 

This achievement is not just mine, but also of all those who have been a part of my journey, and I 

am forever grateful for their support and guidance. 

 

 

Ankita Shroff 


