ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

I am grateful to many distinguished people and institutions that have helped and

supported me during the journey of my research.

I would like to express my deep appreciation and gratitude to Prof. Sachin C. Ketkar,
who is more than just a friend, philosopher, and guide to me. His unwavering support during
my research journey, along with his kindness, consideration, patience, motivation,
determination, and vast knowledge, deserves my utmost respect and thanks. I am truly grateful
for his invaluable consent to be my mentor and for inspiring me to choose such an important
topic. From the very beginning, Prof. Ketkar has enlightened me with his profound insights
into research and guided me through the intricacies of this subject. He has been an exceptional
mentor and advisor throughout my doctoral studies, exceeding all my expectations. Our
research collaboration began in 2018 when I was pursuing my M.A., and I consider myself
incredibly fortunate that he played a pivotal role in nurturing the academic in me. I cannot
imagine a better research guide than him, and he has become my role model. If [ am able to

even remotely embody his academic prowess, [ would consider it a blessing from above.

In addition to the immeasurable support from my mentor, I want to extend my deepest
gratitude to Prof. Hitesh D. Raviya, the Head of the Department of English and Vice-Dean of
the Faculty of Arts. I am truly grateful for the vital institutional support he has provided me
throughout my research journey. His genuine assistance and guidance in both academic and

administrative matters have had a profound and lasting impact on me.



Prof. Raviya's unwavering generosity and selflessness have been nothing short of
remarkable. His willingness to go above and beyond to aid and support me has been
instrumental in my ability to navigate challenges and maintain a healthy balance between my
work and research commitments. I hold him in the highest regard for his dedication and

unwavering commitment to my academic growth and success.

I am deeply grateful for the significant role Prof. Raviya has played in shaping my
academic journey. His support and guidance have been invaluable, and I will forever carry the
lessons I have learned from him. The impact he has had on my life will not be forgotten, and I
am truly fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with such an exceptional and caring
individual.I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to Prof. K. Krishnan, the former
Dean, and Prof. Adhya Saxena, the current Dean, of the Faculty of Arts at The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda. Their logistical support, scholarly advice, and invaluable
suggestions have been instrumental in the success of my research. I would also like to extend
my sincere thanks to the members of the then Departmental Research Committee, namely Prof.
Sudha P. Pandya, Prof. Sachin C. Ketkar, Dr. Hitesh D. Raviya, Prof. Deeptha Achar, Dr. Neeti
Singh, and Dr. Aditi Vahia. Their approval of my research proposal and the opportunity to
participate in the rigorous research program are greatly appreciated. Without their precious

time and academic support, this research would not have been possible.

I am deeply grateful to the teachers of the Department of English, Faculty of Arts, at
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda for their valuable suggestions, encouragement,
and optimism. In particular, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Dr. Bela Desai and

Ms. Utpala Mehta for their constant motivation and warmth throughout this journey.

Vi



I want to express my sincere appreciation to Ms. Pallavi Patel and Mr. Ramesh Vaghela,
the non-teaching staff members of the Department of English, for their continuous and warm
support. Their assistance has been invaluable throughout my academic journey. Additionally, I
would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the staff members at the university head office for
their patience, kindness, consideration, and unwavering support. Their contributions have been

indispensable, and I am truly grateful for their assistance.

Furthermore, I am deeply thankful to the Shrimati Hansa Mehta Library at The
Mabharaja Sayajirao University and JSTOR for their provision of timely academic resources.
These resources have been immensely beneficial to my research, expanding my knowledge and

enhancing the quality of my work.

I would also like to express my gratitude to my fellow researchers and friends: Mr.
Pronoy Singha, Mr. Kirti Vitthani, Mr. Shailendra Mishra, Mr. Jitendra Singh, Dr. Dhiren
Parmar, Bageshree Trivedi, Aashish Gadhavi, Sabbir Galariya, and Janak Parmar. Our
stimulating discussions and shared experiences over the past few years have been truly

enjoyable.

I am deeply grateful to my parents, Mr. Bhimabhai Chhuchhar and Mrs. Daxaben
Chhuchhar for their unwavering support throughout my PhD journey. Their love,
encouragement, and belief in my abilities have been a constant source of strength and

motivation. They have been my pillars of support, providing me with a nurturing environment

vii



and the freedom to pursue my academic aspirations. I am forever grateful for their unwavering
faith in me and their constant encouragement to pursue excellence. Their guidance and moral
support have shaped me into the person I am today. I am truly blessed to have such loving and
supportive parents, and I cannot thank them enough for being my source of strength and

inspiration throughout my PhD journey.

I am deeply grateful to my supportive and understanding brother. His kindness and
encouragement have been invaluable to me throughout my academic journey. His presence has
given me strength, and I am forever thankful for his unwavering support. I am also grateful to

my fiancée, Avani, for her constant understanding and caring.

I extend sincere apologies to those, whom I might have missed to acknowledge.

- Chhuchhar Ajay Bhimabhai

viii



