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Many a times in life we meet people who don't walk with us for a lifetime. Though they 

guide us in every way and we need to follow the guidelines given by them. This means 

'Guru' is one who doesn't remain with us for the lifetime, though through his vast experience, 

ideas and suggestions guides us towards a successful journey. Just saying ‘Thank You' to 

such a 'Guru’ will be just a formality. 1 will not just say thanks to such a person who has 

inspired me so much but will be grateful to him for lifetime. He has guided me throughout my 

research work. 1 owe him a lot and 1 am obliged to him for my entire life.

I took training in Tabla from Ajaraada Gharana. Under the guidance of the renowned Tabla 

player and my Guru, Late Professor Shri Sudhir Kumar Saxena. I learned Tabla for fifteen 

years.

I am extremely thankful to my guide Prof. (Dr.) Ajay Ashtaputre who encouraged mefor my 

Ph. D. He wholeheartedly led me throughout my research-work. Due to his efforts my 

registration for ‘Ph. D.’ was possible in Faculty of Performing Arts of Maharaja Sayajirao 

University of Baroda.

I had just begun my training under the guidance of renowned artist of Punjab Gharana Pandit 

Shri Yogesh Samasi. Prof. (Dr.) Ajay Ashtaputre suggested me to do research on the topic 

The Playing Style of Punjab Gharana, and on my behalf he took permission from Pandit Shri 

Yogesh Samsi and got my name registered for doing the research under the title “Systematic 

Tabla Playing Tradition of Punjab Gharana”.

In my research work along with Prof. (Dr.) Ajay Ashtaputre, Pandit Shri Yogesh Samsi also 

contributed enthusiastically. He shared each and every piece of information with me that was 

related to Punjab Gharana. He described every minute specialty about the supreme Tabla



player, composer and a teacher Ustad Alla RakhaS aliab. Likewise he shared some of the 

memorable instances about Ustad Zakir Hussain. 1 gathered almost all important information 

about the traditional compositions of Punjab Gharana.

Due to Pandit Yogesh Samsi. I was able to meet Pandit Sushil Kumar Jain of Chandigarh, one 

of the greatest artists of Punjab Gharana. He shared in-depth information about the playing 

style and compositions of Punjab Gharana. He also provided detailed information about the 

History of Tabla of Punjab Gharana. Both of them provided me 'Bandish' those are 

traditional as well as composed by the many Ustad of Punjab Gharana. In this thesis I have 

scripted all these compositions in this thesis. 1 owe a lot to Pandit Shri Yogesh Samasi and 

Pandit Sushil Kumar Jain. It is very difficult for me to describe their support in words. I am 

able to complete my thesis only due to their support and blessings.

Incidentally, there are many Tabla players in Punjab Gharana. However Pandit Yogesh 

Samasi, who were associated with Ustad Allah Rakha Sahab for twenty two years. He 

belonged to Punjab Gharana and was also a disciple of Ustad Allah Rakha Sahab. He 

maintained his topmost position in in Punjab Gharana. It is difficult to describe in words and I 

consider myself very fortunate to acquire in-depth knowledge from a 'Guru- of his caliber.

During my research work I have interviewed many Tabla players. During this process of 

interviews I met some of the disciples Shri Praful Athaley and Shri Hitendra Dikshit who are 

the disciples of Ustad Allah Rakha Sahab. According to their knowledge they very dotingly 

contributed a lot of important information related to the topic. I also interviewed renowned 

Tabla player who possess an excellent command over Tabla playing styles of all the Gharana. 

Shri Swapnil Bhise who helped me for notation of the Bandish. He also shared most 

significance information of some of the specialties about Punjab and traditional ‘Bandislf of 

Punjab Gharana. I have stated most of those facts in my thesis.



Some compositions needed to be scripted for this study. This work was extremely 

complicated. However two of my good friend-Shri Kedar Mukadam and Shri Nandkishor 

Date not only eased my work but also helped me to overcome the difficulties that I faced 

while studying these compositions. Their support has encouraged me to achieve success in 

my endeavor.

Pt. Shri Pushkarraj Shridhar who is great teacher and performer and working as a reader in 

Tabla department of Performing Arts, M.S. University of Baroda, He provided me many 

hidden information about Punjab Gharana and noted traditional bandish of this gharana to me.

Pt. Shri Ravi Nikte who is a great tabla player and “A” grade tabla artist of AIR. He also 

given me some information and guidance about the tradition of Punjab Gharana.

In this study the most essential task was to translate all the chapters in English language. Smt. 

Anjana Banerjee, a music teacher from Navarachana School, Sama, Vadodara and Smt. 

UjwaIa(Khare)Naik helped me to completing the translation work. I sincerely thanks them for 

their support.

Along with this, I also bow down to Almighty God, as without his blessings no work is 

completed successfully. Due to the blessings of Goddess of Saraswati and all my respected 

Guru, I am able to complete my thesis without any hindrances. I bow down to my parents- 

mother Smt. Mohini Bhole father Shri Shrinivas Bhole, and Gurupatni smt. Pragnya Chhaya 

as bestowed tremendous confidence in me and encouraged me to take up this challenge. I am 

also very thankful to my wife-Smt. Dipali Bhole, as she has also contributed a lot in my 

success. I don’t have words to thank these family members who stood as the strongest pillars 

during my research work. I would also like to thank my son Samarth and my daughter Kumari 

Shaankari. During my research work I was unable to give quality time to them. They never



complained about it rather both of them always said with big heart that; “Our father is also 

studying along with us,” 1 am extremely thankful to them too.

I am extremely grateful to the Head of the Department Pandit Ishwarchandra and our Dean 

Prof. (Dr.) Parul Shah who were ever ready to help me to complete my research work. 

Whenever I asked for help the office helped me by providing required official material, I am 

thankful to them too. I am also thank full to librarian of Hansa Mehta Library and our faculty 

library. I am really thankful to the Ph.D. Course Convener Prof. R.G. Kothari as he always 

provide guidance for accurate Research Methodology. I am grateful to Guru Bandhu Shri 

Gaurang Bhavsar who is a reader in Tabla Department of Faculty of Performing Arts, M.S. 

University of Baroda, Shri Rajesh Kelkar, Smt. Meghna Ashtaputre who are lecturer in same 

faculty, Pt. Shri Amod Dandge of Farukhabad Gharana and Shri Nikhil Muley for sharing 

valuable information about my subject.

At the end I would like to mention a special thanks to Shri Ninad Metkar, who is resident of 

Baroda. With his support and hard work I was able to complete my work effortlessly, his 

contribution is praiseworthy and beyond express in words.

I really want to acknowledge everybody who had knowingly and unknowingly contributed a 

lot in completing my thesis.
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