EMENT®

The popularity,enjoyed by the Pustimargiye Vaisnevism in

Cujerat ond other parts of Western India,naturslly stisrgts

the sttention of a student to attempt a complete study of the

doetrines of this particulsr school of the Vedfntae,Vallsbha is
however very brief in his writing,to the gxtent that it is
difficult to understand his works without the help of 2
comrentory His son‘Vit@halenEtha, though a man of genius and
ability,sppeers t0 have been concerned with the pfomagatian of
the Sampradsys more then a thorough explanation of the theories
propomnded by his father.Looking to the long line of the
(osvEmis who followed them,one can see thal Purugsottama was
~ﬁﬁé most prolific writer in the school, He gave us voluminous
works in a feirly large number and essayed to explain the
fundamentéls of the philosophy of his school.After Purugottama
many works,critiéél end explanatory,were written by the
followers .of the school,but before him, the Acaryas of the
Samprad&ya like GokulenZtha snd Harirsya were more or less

" eoncerned with the teaching and propegation of the path of
devotion to the masses.Thus Purugottamé occupies s unigue
plece in the history of the Sampraddys.If one stﬁdies the

werks of Purusotbtama,then alone one can fully unlerstand the



Suddhddvaite.If again some light is thrown on the life end

times of Purusottems,it will be very helpful from the point of
view of the history of the Sampradsys as a whole. Hence the
thesis, "Purusottamji- A Study."

To a student of history,mediseval India presents a very
hazy picture full of thousand figures.There was a large number
of saints end teachers end penditds belonging to vaerious schools
of thought¥some established their own schools also. There were
also meny Princes snd Kings. A halo of myths and legends was .
woven round the usmes of great teachers snd scholasrs.This being
the position,it is very difficult to give an eXect accomt of
tke life of eny teac@er.Purugbttamais no exception to this,
Purusottama’s life is described by Shri. M.T,Telivale in an
article in the Pustibhaktisudh®. Vol.V.No.3 and by Shri. H.0.
Shestri in his Hindi Introduction to the avat@ravadavall end
in a Gujerati work,'Purugottamji‘ﬁahéréjanun caritra’. I
exemined these sources in the light of whatever other informaticn
I could gather from verious other sources and I have fried to
give as much ioformation as bossible,with a view to be as pear
to the truth as I could, I have élso recorded ae many traditions

as 1 came to know,

Mother difficulty was in securing his works, Thanks

’



“however, to the help end guidence of my teacher Prof. ¢.H.
"Bhatt snd the co-operation of Ris Holiness Shri, VraJratnalaljl
maha”ag and Shri. C.H.Shastri of Surat, that 1 could secure
most of his works Purasontama is said to have written so much
that ome cen never be definite as to the sxact number of

HOTKS written by him. The lisks given by Shri. Telivals and

* Shri. H.O,Shastri may or may not be conclosive, Some of the
works, listed there, could ot be found by me. Some works sre

~ sgain said to have been fethered upon others by himself.l had
therefore to satisfy myself with as meny as works as I could get.
Some of  them had to be examined from the point of view of
authorship slso.I had also to besr in mind the traditionel
view-point regerding some of them. I.should also meke i%,
clear thet I did not examine the works from the taxtusl point
of view. As Puru@otﬁsmé 58 a veeent author, the question of
interf?qfétions end sll that does not arise to a very sreat
extent, \

I studied the work?bf purugottama from three points of

view as follows: -

As I found Purusottama to be & very good argumentator in

the Sampraddya ,I tried to obudy his Vadepaddhati. His method



~

of carefuily analpsing the theories of his own SGhool,compéiing
them with those of other schools and critieising the latter,
is worthy of a critical study.

Secondly Purusotteme is mainly an interpretor. 1t is
therefore necesssry to see how he interpreted the works,he has
comnented upon. The fedryas of verious schools of the Vedanta

raised theirJSystems of thought on thé bvesis of the ?rasthénas
viz.the Srutis,the Gité,the Brehmastitras aud the Bhagavata
Purdnad, the last being included in the list by Vellabha. It is
thus a topic of study as to how the Jedryes have interpreted

the Prastﬁéhas. In the Thesis I have tried to exemine some of
the interpretation of Vallabha in the light of what Purusottema

has said with regerd to them. Here ofcourse I have mainly

discucsed the interpretations of the Srutis end the S@tras,

Thirdly Purusottama 18 a very capab;e exponent of the

. Suddhsdvaita system of philosophy.Vallsbha's theories have been
explained in various works. Thus for instence Prin.S,N,Dasgupta
has devoted one chapter to it in his'History of Indien
Philosophy' Vol.IV.In Gujareti, perheps the best explanation

of the Suddh@dvaite theories is given by Prof.M,G,Shastri in

hiS'éuddhédvaitarSiddhéhta4?radipa'. I have however followed



Purusottama's emposition of the 'Suddhadvaita and have tried

to show where his enslysis leads us, after comparing the

doctrines of this school with those of Samkara and Ramanujs

and others also whenever necessary.

At the end I have tried to give en evaldation of Purusottama
especially his plece in the Sempradsya and in the history of
Indian thought.ihst did Purusottams think of the conditions
prevailing in the Ssmpradaya étkthat time?What did he do for
it?How was he understood end spprecisted by others?How could
he influenge the Semﬁradéya?'gll these ques@ians, I have tried
~ to answer on the basis of his works aud the hearsays asbout

him,

The life end works of Purusottama have not been studied
s0 fer, end thus the Thesis contains my hnmble contribution

to the knowledge of Sarskrit Literature and Philosophy,



