CHAPTER.I. | ’ .
VALLABHA-SAMPRADAYA-TTS (ROWTH
| A _DEVELPURNT, '
. . - _
Introduetoryl

In the History of India the medlaeval period was rich in

religious sctivities.The Vedic age was something belonging to the
times of yore,The creetive period of the Upenisads,of the Epios

of.Eudihlsm -and Jainism,when thing cers propounded and proPagated
whatever theories they thought correct,was just a memory of the

nast, The ortnodox brehmanism of the iipSnsists was. too old to have

its sway upon the Masses aid even the classival sysﬁems like the
Samikhye,Nyaya snd Vaeisesike lost all their freshness end vigor,
The Hinduism-ineluding Buddhism,Jéinsm and Brehmanism,was in a
dire need of invigoration.lts flow was limited and its vison was
canservative,While the ?aﬁdéts‘were engeged in hd%i~5plitting
controverdies,the massges could not understand anything end 1lived

in serene bllssiui ignorsance, The controversies, however, did not .

stop there,The dewelopment of various seens,qwiﬂg alleghéiern to

the popular Gods of the Purfbas slso sdded %o the chaotic eonditions
of the time, The Vedic deties of valour and power lost their
importence with the emergence of new Gode end Goddesses like.
Narsyane aﬁd.éiva,éakti and Gaé?ati.?aisgavjsg and Saivism beceme

nore and more powerful snd competed with sach other for suprewacy.
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The Sakta Secty was also trying to get a fheld of its owm.All

these sects were again divided into vericus sub-sects,The
follwéérs of these sub-secis duairelled with one another an& all
of them looked down upon the fdlowers as well as the deities of

the rival sects,
I this stabe of affuirs faikara came like & powerful whirl-
wind, He tried %o uproot the old centiraversges snd petty theories
snd gave a sound philosophical system o HinduSem, But his- theor-
~-ies proved too high for the people;his reaesoning appeared too
powerfal, The light that was shed by him was 2 blinding flash.He
sgid that Brahman slone is real and everything else is unreal in
the highest sense.All the souls,bhe wide world with all. its
variety,\all our weal snd woe,all that we see and do-everything

is false,There is ko duslismn,” I am God"."I™ am ndf different from
- "GOD". The difference upon which this world subsists are:only
maya end therefore unresl, é§g§kthe God whose form,attributes,
‘virtues and grealness,we have imégiaed,is not real in the highest
sense, We may say that God)has created us, but really spesking we

L
have mededihfim,we Leve fixzed for him a particular form,we have
thought that he has no viees, The personal God is a product

of'ignoranee. Brohmen is just Being, It cen be deseribed only

. negatively because it is beyond the pGWer of ocur speach, ‘



Semkara's teachlng,even though appeallng to reason,wss a,.
powerful flood that drowned all beliefs end practlces Thus while
it was hailed in the highest esteem from some quarters,lt‘was _
vehemently attacké& and severely candemned by others, Naturally
-a human belng Waﬂts a God and he has somethlng of feeling 1n hin
‘besides somethlng of thlnklng. The evaporatlon of the God in the
seorchlng heat of Samkara's loglc was uomewhat too much for.a:
Hindu %0 bear.

There weré'also other forces at work.:As we have alréadywstate&i
.the Systems of Veisnvism and Saivism,the origin of which goes to
a very early period, wereApoﬁularized in ‘the South by fhe,Tamil
saints, Alvars end,ﬁéyanamﬁrs.ﬁhey, especially the former,carried
the masses with them by their teaching of simple and/sineere
devotion depending upén the grace of the highest Lord;l Theirhold
an the messes was very strong. They penetrated deep in to the
~ country and reached the common folk with theif‘easily ﬁnderstand-
-able and even appeeling theories. The mcnisg of Seikara wee
naturally oufright rejected by the\ﬁeople.

Another force,still stronger came from the aliané.ﬁords of
Muslims came from the Northwest and brought with them a new

- - - — - - — e iy S G 2 SR e N e N WD G S M N a aaal

1.For a discussion of the probable dates of Alvars,see

Ehenderker; Veisnavism, Saivism ete. P. 68~ 71.



religion,simpler snd more powerful,end strongly backed with mili tary
strength, The age-old .Hinduism was not only old but was also
conservative end had so many divisions end distractions within
itself that it failed to mite end give a common front to the
mengeing,destroying power that ceme with the Muslims. With Koran
in ape hand and sword in the other,the foreigners came to India.
| They massacred the masses,looted their property and broke their
idols, The Hindu kings were nét weak but they lacked .the, unity
‘th»‘a’c wes required to fight the Muslims. They were so éng;cosseﬂ.
Jin fighting with one snother that they could not give a unite d
front agai%ﬁ’t a comuon foe, Indis ans’not one nationyit was a
lend of petty principalities.All the princes tried to encounter
the mohammedans éingly,whilé others showed callous indifference
end slowly and slowly all of them were defeated.ﬁlé northern
pert of Indis was grsbbed by ﬁhe Muslims first who ’létei on
turned their attention to the South, The spread of Islem in
India is en wforgdbeble chepter in Indien History, full of

" treacheries and treasons, murders and conversions,

This hed a sheping influence o the Indien life snd thoug ht.
People who usedf to live snd work quietly without xxm;mgx
caring for the politieal changes till then,could pot continue

. their way of life ey longer i the, same menner, Hinduism
beceme more end more conservative as the Hindus were enslaved

in g larger number, Islem could not wipe out Hinduism .
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completely in spite of all this but it made Hinduism turn more and
more in;fwar&s.&t‘kﬁée was en sir of cynicism and the common men wanted
something to fall back upon. Here comes devotion—-the Who;e-lleerted
devotion to God, combined with s strong unswerving faith that God
~alone will save them =nd their religion.It can be seid that Hindus
might have given prominence to devotion because of that.While thus
we cen find out the impact of Islam on Hinduism,it may salso be said
that Hinduiem especially the plslloso}zhlcal part of it,had its
influence on Islam.‘?' Whatever may be the opinion rugardlng
influences, it can not be controvértgd that‘the philosophical
absolutistic trend in India;z theories had to change over to the
religious end the theistic side on account of this cantact.

Widd When the infiltration of Muslimswas slowly but strongly
~carried on towards the South,. attempts were also being made in
another direction. Vaisnavism, whibhéterted es popular religim

of the Ssttvatas becsme s powerful and popular faith of the
people. But it was not in the fold of the orthodox Hinduism

kust as was the cese with the Vedantic or nmimensist s-ystem.‘
While it was not a heterodox system like Buddhism or Jainism,

it drew largely from the PurSnas and the Meh@bharata, the —-

paficaratreseaihita and the later end definitely. sectariem
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2. We may not enter into a discassion on the influence or

cozmter-—mfluenee fm which see Ramdg:hrlsmha Dinkar: Senskrtlke
cara adhyayw edhysya II1. |



Upenisads.It viés not evolved, as it were, from the earlier
Upenisads. A number of Vaisna%a Fesryas came forwardgd to graft’
. the branches of Veisnavism au the age-clct Vedlc thee.ualva
acaryas also folloved in their footsteﬁs and tried to connec‘k |

‘Baivisn mth the Vedic litersture.

(11)
Acdryss,

’Saﬁkara's commentery on the Brehmasitras is the esrliest
extent commentary.lé is possible, however,that he might hsve
follawed other commentators whose works arve nob with us.BSeikera
was foliowed by Bh#skara who flourished in about 900 A.D. His
commentery which is knowg as ‘the &haskara—bhaaya' is not a
sectarian work and does not i‘avom elther Safkera's views or
those of Paficaratra Vaisnavas'® 3 He advocates the theory of’
Bhedabheda,upholding equél reality of both unity end plui;ality.
In his theory Bheda is éupé’dhika or due to limitiné ad juncts,
the reality of which is also admitted.Another commentator
Y&davaprakasa propounded in the slebenth century v{;}j.e
j;311-zs:lma'parine‘:itnza.véfla 4 theory of the trensformation of Brahman,
He happeged to be Ramanu,}a’s preceptor for some’cme,. '

' Ramazm,;a was born in the first qusrter of the eleventh
ceﬁtury in Shmperu_mbuﬁm‘ He lived at Conjeevaram in hlsfy%zt

youth, as a student of YadevaprakaSa.He could not however
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3. Radhakrishmen; Indian philosophy Volume II P.670,
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agree to the Advaitic interpretatibns of his feacher, and so

left him., He studied carvefully the prabandhas of the Alvar
saints side by side with the vast ssuskrit philosophical
literature. Yamunacarya,who was impressed by this youth ,
thought of appointing him s his successor to the apostalie
seat at Shreerangem. Uﬁforﬁun&tely;ﬁém&nqja could not see him
_ at the time of his death, As a successor of Yamundcarya,he
lived st Shreepsngem ond toured South India. He also visited
the noted wholy places of orth Ia&ia,eonverfing many persm s
to Vaisnavism.He renounced the world perhaps because he
could not live a happy merried life. 4s a Sannyésin‘he*ﬁhs‘A
very populer among the masses. His important works arve’
Ved Butasara,Ved@n tadipa,Vedarthasangraha,snd the Bhasyas on
Brahmesdtras end the Bheguved GItd, His ‘Sribhasya is s very
brilliant work of mature scholarship,

" Ramdnuja propounded viéiétéd#aitaxar gualified monism,
4s agoinst Satkara,he ¥¥ believes in the reality of the world,
In his opinion the warld end the individual souls are the
gross forms of the non-sentient or acit and the sentient or

eit respectively; and are thus effects of the subtle acit end
¢it, Both cit and acit constitute the body of Brahmsn. The

causal form is Brehmen with the subtle cit and acit while ¥

the effect form is Brahmen with the gross cit and acit,
 Brehman is quelified or vibistas by the cit and a&it;there is

thus oneness between Brshmen on the one hand end the cit and

scit an the ofther on the ground of the body-soul analogy.
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| ---Oneness between the cause and the effect can also be under stod
" as the Brahman with the gross cit and acit is the cause and the
Brahmen with the subtle cit and acit is the effect.\

In this way Rem#&nuja maintained the uliimate reality of ‘the
world and the jivas: In his opinion the Highest Lord Visnu
is endowed with all the virtues and is devoid of all 'i;he vies s,
He csn be realized not by knowledge alone as contended by
“Samkara but by devotion, Remanuja cen be credzted with being
the first Aearya who tried to evohne Vaisnavism and Bhaktmarga
- from the Upehisads,the Bhagaved G—lta and the Vedanta-—-sutras.
- He also holds Visnupur@na in very high esteem,The ‘g}c‘:_gig’q},wmch b
he sdvoocates is however the same as meditation or ‘ﬁi:‘é{éanﬁ
preached in the Vedic literature. It is thus slightla; different
. or modified from the sincere and ardent devotion of the Alwirs
depending upon the grace of God alone, Ram@nuja's System is
 however peculiar in as much a8 it accepts the paudsamtra

theory of vythas,

Rémanuja was followed By Einmbarka son of ;}'agann'étha end
Saresvati, He was a Telugu Brehmin living in a villége called
NimBa, While his desthxis date is uncertain,he is said fo

" have flourished in the latter pert of the eleventh century
after Ramznuja, His Seet is called Sanakasampradaya. His

£

commentery on the Brohmasiitras,called Vedantaparuatasauralh P

is & very small work.His another work S:.ddhantarama,,,
popularly known as DsabaSloki gives the essence of his ---

sysi;em in ten verses, His theory is ecalled I}vait’édyaita or



Bhedabheda; thus admitting both identity and difference. The
worié,the ji;vas and God are different from one another,bﬁﬁ
they can also be called identical in so far as the first two
ere dependent upon God fc;r their exstence.The difficulpy
l;bwever, is that his system has not been well e:éplaix.téd”anﬂ
elaborated, There are two importent points which &es_erv"é’ |
sﬁecial notice.Firstly,N imbarka differs ﬁasieally fram .
Ramanu,)a .m his teaching of the path of devotlon. Ramanu.}a,
in his enthusiasm to find en Upenisadie backing for hzs---
advocaty of Bhaktimarga,makes Bhakti almost sm:.lar to
meditation or contempletion, Nimbsrka,on the other hand,
does not chenge the originsl character of Bhakti and puts
en?hasis more on love and devotion, Secon&ly,'fhe gre;af

~ difference between the two teachers is,that,while é‘am“amija
. confines himself to Naraysne and his. consorts Laks,m'i‘;Bhﬁ-;-,
and Iile, Nimbarka gives almost #an exclusive promix;:eﬁee
to Krsna and his mistress,Radhd, attended o by thousands

of her female companions,’ 4

Yadhva was ho:m at Kalllanpur in Udipi Taluka of

" South . Kanars dlstmct His father's name was Madhyagehabhaﬁ{:a
‘ end his own name was Vasudeva.In the beginning he was’ a
disciple of one Azmizx Acyutapm&éa who was a follower of
‘Sefkarasbut as it happened in.the case of Ramanuga,ﬁﬂaﬁi'hva

also pafted with his tescherg end prociaimed his own -
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4. Bhanderker: Vaisnavism,Saivism ete.P.93,
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duslistic philosophy, He lived a fairly lang life of 79 years,
He went on ex%ensive tours of India, discussing,debating end

" finelly putting down the theory of laya.He is also known as

. Anandatirthae,Plirneprajia and Madhyamendara,His importent work s
are a commentary on the Brahmasﬁtpas,Anuvyékhye’na,comméntaries
oo the Bhegvad (ita snd the Upanisads,a gloss on the Bhagavata-
purdna,a commentary on the first forty hymns of Rgveda,
Bh‘ératété‘sparyanimaya,and seversl other prakarapas.ia‘yati"rtha's
commen tarjesd on his BrahmasGira-Bhasya and Anuvyskhysna are

very brillient,

Madhva's sysiem is ‘chg sherpest criticism of the system of
Qemkara.He condemns Sapkars end créticises R@manuja.He believes
- in five eternal dis¥inctions,(1)between God ané a Jiva ,
{2)between God eud inanimate objects,(3)between Jivas and

inenimate objects,(4) between one Jiva and another,( S)between
one inanimate object end snother, He is not prepared to admit
mouism in suy case.He thins thet God is ouly the efficient
cause of the universe and not the mat;arial cause,He uﬁholds
the path of devotion and admits the grace of God in attaining
to the state of final liberation.Even though Msdhva .inv_terprets
the Upenisgads end Sutras so as to tesch his damalistio

. doctpines, he relies more 'upon Purznas,He holds the Bhagavata

. Purapa in very highggf estéem,The principdl difference of

‘ Madhva's gsystem from those of Raménuja and Nimbarka is lthat
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unlike fhe former he does unot supﬁort‘the orthodox Péﬁeéraﬁra,:
theorles and doeq not accept the Padha-krsna element whlch is
found S0 promlnent in ‘the system of mlmbarka.

Coming to the last Vaisnavs Aca:ya beforg\Valiabha, ve
are not treading on sure ground.Visnusvamin is said to have
flourished in the thirteenth century. It is stoted that he
has written ccmmaatarles on the authoritative Woxks of the
Vedanta but none of them is extent. Some scholars hwever
have advosated the theory that Vellabha belonged to the
seme school znd only restated his position.Prof.G.H,Bhatt
of Baroda hss considered -this guestion fully. He has showm
thet Viswusvamin ectually taught e dualistic theory and the
alleged conuection between the two does not appemr to be
correct.The learned Professor hgs*also given reasons that

- - M ) 1 be 5
pight have led to the rise of such theories,

¥ou We would also note heré two AcEryas who Beidnged t&
,Saivism snd not Vaiggavism(%rikagtha aliasjﬁilakagtﬁé Llived
in the fourteenth century. He has wfitten a commentéfy on
 the Brebmasfitras end interpreted then in the light of
‘Seivism.He followed, in fact,in the footsteps of Réﬁéﬁuja.v
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5, ef .pProf.G.H.,Bhatt's papers an the subject read at the
7th and 8th sll India Oriental Canferenoe. See Proceedings

of the 4,1.0,C.Vol.VII P.449 ©f & Vol,VIII p.322 ff.
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He attempted o give a systematic reconliation between the
 two traditions,that of the Vedas end that of Baiva Agamas.
He \re;}ec:{:s both the sbsolute inden‘sificatiojz of Sainkara end
the absolute distinctions of Madhva,SH¥Et3%EREE Substituting
Siva end Awbd for Visnu end Laksmi,he generally acceété the
theory of Rémdnuja. That is why hé is often referred to as
a thief of R@m@uuja's doctrifles-REm@hu janatacaurs,
, Another commentator of importende is ﬁri’pati Pandita -

carye,who flourished in ¢.1400 A.D. His Srikarsbhasya is a
velusble work in which he uphoids the thesory of Bhedabheda,
The suthor has commented upcn the S@tras from the Viradeiva

point of view.e
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‘ 6'. Three imports;zt writers postefior to Vaﬂllabhé'(evﬁ‘i'ya
shoﬁld be noted here. Suke who lived in ¢,1550 A.D.
propounded f dhalistic philosophy ; while Vi jiienabhiksu
(¢.1600 A.é;) exglaiﬂed the Sttras in the light of 'thé
Séﬁikhya theories, His sys{;e;m is kaowh asﬁ?ibhagéﬂvaita.

. Lestly ,there is Baladeva (c.1725 A.D.) who taught the
,Acﬁ.ntyabhedéb_hedé. cf.C.Hayava&s&mgo;%rikara Bhagya éf

‘Seipati Penditscsrye Vol.I. Intro. p.221.
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Popular Movements

While on the one hend the Learned Acaryas commented upcn
the authoritetive work in Ssnskrit,snd propounded their own
Systems, ths masses were,hcwéver,le& on the other hand by the
popular saints‘and teachers who carried on their astivities in
regional langusges which eould-be easily understood by all the
people,Their method wss simple and their approach was sincere,
They did not enter into the dialectical feats of scholsrs,They
did not discuss and debsie absolutdsm,monism or duslism,They
just seng the songs in praise of God and through ﬁhesg simple
end heautiful songs they could reach the heert of ¢he common
folk, They threw away the barriers of csstes,They 6paned the
doors of religion to‘any sincere men or womsn who aspired to
£ind out the truth.The path of devotion taught by the Aceryes
wag certeinly {or the benefit of the lower olssses but they
were 100 ;earned,too orthodox and too much engrossed in their
own hair-splitting controversies of isms. A number of saints
have flourished in Norjph India and while some of them actually
esteblished their owvn systems,thbere were others who did not csre

to do that.' Ramanenda,lsnak,Kabir Pipa and Dhena,Sena end

7. For a study of these saints see Chaturvedi;Utteri Bharataki

Sentaparsnparsa,
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Reidas,Miranbai and Padmavati,liamadeva and Narasinha Mehta and
Tukarama—all these and maﬁy more lived and preached their
faith for the uplift of the wellering men snd women of India,
Ré‘ménnanda:was a pioneer in bringing sbout radical reforms.He
did npt care for castes and creeds,he taught in the regional
lengueages;end more than thet he substituted the Redhe-Ersna
worship by the purer form of Sits-Rama worship.He was followed
by Kebir,Tulasidas and many others.

inother pointg which is worthy of nofe is that these =~
teachers did not ceré for the political changes in' India, .
iho ruled India was not for them %o see end think.Whosver - _
edored the thrones of Delhi end other capitals,they went on with
their own teaching mmindful of the ruling powers.People hed
rather religious consciousness than the political consciousness,
Thé'y were used to thé guppressive power of Pgidslixﬁ rulers,
Gradually there arose a tendency to find out the common points
between Islam end Hinduism end to effect -a compromise between
the two. Guru Nsnak,Kabir snd other saints turned their efforts
in tinat éirection.

The most important movemexxt,e:autémp@*eﬂéﬂuﬂ with that of
Vollabha was thet of Ceitenya in Bengal.The original name of
Caitenya was Viévenbhara Mira.His fether was Jogenngtha and
his mother Secl Devi.ie hed oue elder brother nemed Vikvardpa ,
who was sfterwsrds. kncwn asg I‘Eityénem’:a.Caitanya was born in

1485 A.D. He married at firet with one LeksnT Devi and after
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her death merried snother. He began his mission of life at the
age -of "23, when he returned from Gaya after moking offerings
to the manés.?ie denounced the ritualism- af— Brabmins,did not .
a&mt the dzstmctlcns of castes and preached feith in God.
. alone and love for Hm. He Wandered from place to plaee smging
sangs in praise of Krsna- end Radha, In 1510 A.D.he beceme
‘sn ascetic and did his work with a missionary zeal.ﬁfter-—-—, A
i:ravelling ‘tlﬁ:-ough ‘various ‘parts of India he returned to |
Puri and lived there for the last eighteen jears of his life,
He died in 1533 A.D. During his travels in India he had
many rdiscfiples aﬁd had Adisputations with meny scholers,
_Chitenya,Nityenanda aud Advwitmmmmdz Advaitanande.ave called
' . Prabhus in the school of, Caitenya.Caitanya's pupils Rupa . - |
and Ssnataﬁa were brillientd wri%ers‘ but, the Prabhus.
themselves left no 1mportant compositio, While Caitanya
mamly preached mrdeuu and. sincere devonm to Hari, his
A Vedantic ‘uheory ag ex;plamed by his followers is very. much :
Axifim akin to that of Nimbarka, ‘
We may also take notice of one mportant movement which
comes just after Vallabhscarys. -:n;a Ha1'1vamsa who was bom
in 1530(or '1553)A.D. founded -the R&dhavallabhiya .

Seiipradaya which teaches "mﬁdhufyabhéva in Bhakti.s.

8. For a study of this sect,see Vijwendra Snataka:
" R?idh’évallabh?g/a Sampradzye~-Siddhants eur Sshitya.
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Vallabhacarya,

Vellabhgedrya's fanily belonged to the Bﬁéradvﬁja Gotﬁa

of the Taittiriya Bakh® of the Black Yajurveds. It was a
Vellenztiya RBrehmin fanmily of Andhré.One of the ancéstqrs of
Vellabha,nemed Yajﬂ%néréya@a Bhatta was a wellknown Vaisnava,
One Gengpeti Bhatta was the author of. a book called
Sarvatantranigraha,end his son Bslem Bhatta wrote Bhaktldlpa.
Balam Bhatta had two sons,laksmana Bhatta abd Janzrdana .
Lak§maga Bhatta married Yaliamagdra daughter of Suéarmégﬁe
livgd in Benaras,moving about in the Society of great scholars
of the timg.Once & rumour sbout the Muslim invasion of Benaras
was sSpread and Hindus left the eity.Lakgmagé Bhatta stearted
Sonth-ward. In the ccurse bf this journey VWallandgarn gave
bikth to Vallabha in Samvat 1535(or Semvat 1529 accordiﬂg

to some followers 7 of the sehool) in Campardnya near ka:chur.
The fam1ly returned/bandras because the rumour of musllm.
invasion was arcng. Vallabha was the fourth child of his N
narents the others being Remaxrsna ba?asvatl Sabhedra aﬂd
Kebava,ifter his Upesnaysna in one eightn year,Vellabha begen
his stadies under Visnucitta. Hé was s very brilliant student
and msstered various SZstras in aAvefy short time.In 1490 A D.
Laksnena Bhatte unfortunately passed eway end the family hal
to retumnéﬁ"home in Sonthern India,when Vallabha was only

elevenf,
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Vallabha's journey Southward was like phe pilgrimage of
a Brehmac&rin He came t0 Vijayanagara in asbout 1493-1494 AD,

At that time there was a prolanged debate g01dg on between the
_followers of Samkara and the Vaisnavas led by Vya*atlrtha,
follower of Madhva under the petronsge of the great king
Krsnadevarsya.When the former were on the point of;winhingl

. Vallabha could mansge to go to the royal court with the help
of one of ﬁis relstives.lle reinforced the side of the
Vaisnavas,esnd after a long controversy defeated the opponents
and propounded his Brahmevdda.He was theu declared as the
gratest teacher andﬂwés honoured with Kanakabhigeka,' the
golden annointing.'Vallabha'8gl followers have given very .
-much importente to this évent,as a glorious vietory of his

. scholarship and power of &ebating.?he historicity of it can,
bowever,be easily questicned ,ss Krensdeva ceme to the throne
.of Vijayanagara in 1509 A,D.,whereas the Kenak@bhiseka is
said to have faken place in. 1493-1494 A.D. It is likely theb
the event might have token place later and not when Vallebha

first went to Vijayansgara.

After this,Vallabha was approached by Vydsatirtha end
othefé'énd requested by them to leed the Hadhva Ghurch, 1
Vallabh&.howave?'deolined and started on a pilgrimage.le is"
said fo have gone on pilgrimage thrice.As a pilgrim hé o

. yisited rany hol'y pleces snd shrines,discussed sad taught
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his doctrimes to meny and gathered a large foliowing.éfm
the second round of piiérzmage he married one dahalaksml 1n
about 1560 A. D which is tae year of the foumaatlan of the
shrine of Swigova Sri Govardhamanathagl. Once at about’ the
seme time when Vallidbha iﬁwas in Gokala on the elevanth
day of the bright half of the month of Spavana,he recelveﬂ
at mldalght the commaad of God to lnlﬁlate the neonle in
“the new path that the God revealed to hin, vnfortunately
we do not know the 3ear of this event. ' |
| After his third round of pilgrimage Vailabna uettlei
down at Beneras end then shifted his head quarters to Adel,
a small villege not far from Allshabad.lle stayed theréffmr<
about twava V§ars end wrote importvent works, After settling
dowr he built up his bdmpradayg and nub it au g firm footlng.
Meny dlsc;ples ceme %o him at Adel.ﬁls meetlnas with
Caitanya are worthy of note.The recards of these meetzng#
ate preserved by the follmfer omiboth,but the descriptims
ere biassed and colourful. The meatingé hust have, however,
been very importent end cordial, though the relatioms of
their followers were sﬁmined.

When Vallabba was returning from Puri he received a
call from Ged,but as his commentary on the Bhagavata was
gtill %o be coﬁplete&,he did not leave the world.He hastaieﬁ
to complete the work{ but his seribe MZdhava Bhatta

Kad}fmirin died having been shot - by sn srrow.He was again
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“qelled by éod before he ‘eould complets this work, This time

the call was too p‘cmerful. He thereupon decided to renounce
the world and informed his mother and wife about his decision,

One Nadhavendrapuri who was & follower of Madhva initiated
him as a Sennyasin. (Accordiag to some he was initiated by
oné I\i'éréyagandré Yati.)He then went- to Benaras snd at the
Henuman Ghat entered the holy whkver Ganges and disappeéred
for ever.It is said that a bright flash sppesred at that spot
end he went to heaven in the presence of meny s@ectators.
This happened on the 3rd dasy of the bright half of the month
of jsadha in V.S.1587 corresponding to 1531 A.D.

Vallabha was a grest writer.He #f{ is said to have written
eightyfour werks but the number is more legendary then resl
“corresponding as it is to the number of discipies and shrines
of the system.The most importent work of Vallébha is his "=

- A@ubhésya,whieh remeined @ncomplete and which was ic ompleted
by his son Vitthaleba,Similarly he is said to have writben

a comentary on the PuUrvenimdnsd Sitras of J aiminiiOnly a
fregment of this hes come down to us.He hes also written the
Purvamimansa Karikas,His commentery Subodhini on Bhagavata
fur'éi;a is only on the first three books,on the tenth book _
end five -Adhysyas of the eleventh book of the Puréna.He is -

- said }o heve written Siuksmatikd on the s@e work but it is
not extant, Oue of his very impqy‘qant work is the
QattvadTpmibendha in three chapters, snd a commentery an it,

The commentery is,however,found cnly on the first fwo chapter s
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snd a portion of the t}}irm The most popular works of
Vellabha are ,however, his sixteen tracts or Sodabagranthzh,
which expound his religious teachings,Here also the Pusti-
-pravaha-Merf{yada-Grantha is not complete.He wrote other
emall works aleo like Patravalesbens,ln all he is said -$0 have

written thirty books, sll in Senskrit.

(V).

Vitthalenstha and his descendants, '

Vallabhe had two sons, Gopinatha and Vitthalan@tha,
Gopingtha was born in V.5.1567.He was a sincere'devotee'of
God,and Egis said %o have decided to take his food only sfter
reading the BbBgavata Purans.As this took a long ‘time,‘i'allabhal
gave him Purusotiema-Nsma-Jehasra, This could be reed in o
shorter time.hie diad et an early age.He wrote two works
S@dhensdipikd snd Sevividhi. He hed e son named Purusottems,

who slso died very youug.-

Vitthale$a was junior to Gopindtha by five years.He was

born et Carenata nesr illahabed in V.S5.1572.It is said that
he was given to worldly playfulness end resiled from that

mood after being remox:estra%ed by Damodarsdasa,a well known
Vaisaava.It is also said that he was sent by his father to
, sﬁu&f vider Nadhave Serasvati bubt instead of attending %o-
his studies,he just devoted himself to the study of Bhigavba -

Purana. After _éﬂgfgath of @opingtha and his son,Vii:?haié’sa



became the recognised repfesentative Vof his father, anc'l

he planned various tours with the sole purpose of proya@t ing
the theughts end 'orantwes of the Sampmda,,ra He, vmltna
Gujerat for about six tmes,durmg the period. between V.S
1600 end V.S.1688.He visited Jagsnnathspuri in V.S,1616,
N "Afﬁgar‘_that he seems to heve stayed st Adel,from where he
moved to Bandhegadh,After staying there for a couple of
months,he went to Gadha,which was ruled over by the ---
famous queen Durgdvati.He. e.ould foresee that the independmt
Hindu Kingdom of Durgévgﬁ was perhapis not going o last
long.He left his residence at ,Gédha and went to Mablﬁura
end lived there in the 'Seven houses'(S&t-ghara),built for.
hin by Ikurgamtl.ﬁowever,he preferred the quiet smaller
place of Gokule to the eity of Methura.In V.5.1629 he made
. Gokula his pe:;:'manent residence. He carried on his literay
end othev sctivities ef this.place. He seems to have had.
very happy meetings with Akbar,end became the reg 1plent of
the Royal Firmens. He hed also connectiomswith Raja |
Todermel end Birbel.He ousted the followers of Csitenye
from the worship of $bT NathejI,taking adventage of thess

connections,

His i‘amly-llfe was_ quite happy.He marrled ane )

o Rakmml ,daughter of Vlévanatha Bhatta and Bhavam. Ee haé

gix sons and four daaghters by her.H:L seventh son



22

Chanabysma was born of his second wife Padmivati, Two

- daughters of Gﬂplﬂatha,Lak$ml snd Satyabhdma also lived
with him. Tg§ In spite of bearing the burden of such a
lorge family,he pessed his time in devoticn to the Lord
Krsna;EeAlived anairly loﬁg life of seveuty years snd
died in V,5.1642 on the seventh day of the dark half of
the mﬂnth of Magha,.

While Vallabha propounded a new theory and estsblished
a sgstem baded upon it,it was left for Vitthaleba to put
that school on a sound footing.He'was a man of genius and
knew how to propegate his beliefs and practices, He started
all the practices of the Sampradaya and gave.ii an artisti
touch with his fine semse. He was an artist,painter, and

singaer. He incorporated that art in the service of the .

Lord,The worshiyp wss carrisd on in houses with separate‘
rooms for bath and bed snd dinner rather then big temples,
He infused llfe in 7 eliéian.

As & wrlter, Vitthaleks's cuntrlbutlon to the Suddha-

dvaita is great, There were ,however, certain difficulties
which he had to face at the ouuoeu. A famxly guarrel cropped

up between himself and his szsternln-law,the widow of
Gopingtha. As a result of this,the widow went away with
whetever menuscripts of Vallabha's works she could get,
Meny of the works were thus lost,aud some of those that
conld be found were incomplete. Viﬁ@héleéa made it his
mission to complete them, A part of the comwentary on

Tattvedipanibandha.lIl,and the latter part of the
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AnubhZsya are from his pen. Further, he added many pessages
also in the body of his father's works. Besides these he
hasr eom;gose& g0 meny stories comméntarias and shorter trscts.
The most important of his works ic the ~'\.:7:;.!:id;gaz1meggy‘§ia.na.3'0

We have slready noticed thst Vikhale$a had a lerge famly,
ALl his seven sons were sincere devotees and good scholers .,
51l of them tried in their individual én& eclie;'ztive cepecity
to propsgate théir feith which was then having a large
following in the Western regions of the country. Vithaleth
distributed his seven imagés of the Lord Krsua among his
seven sous,

(tokulan@tha, the fourth son of Vilthaleba,was ‘shé‘ most
promiuvent of all of the seven sons. Fe was born in V.S.
1605. He is famous far the fight that he gave to Gidripa
who, becanse of his cordial relations with Jehangir counld
succesefully mansge to _prohibit the us;e of the Tulasi-string
which is one of the outwsrd marks of the g‘%zgtimﬁrgi'ya
Vaisnavas, Gokulan@tha saw Jehangir personally,convineed
him of the Voispava position,and gov the ban removed. He
hes written seme commentaries in Semskrit on the sixteen
tracts,the Subodhin ete. He has also written stories of
84,and 252 Vaisuaves in the Vraj# diale_pt.i‘hough not nuch

of en suthor,Gokuln®&ths was well-versed in various A&stres,
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10.For a list of his forty eight works;see V,(.Shah:
Pustimargsazn Pelicaso Varsa:p.239.
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and is seid fo have successfully carried on his eontroversy

with €idrdps. His contribution %o the Suddksdvsita lies in
the propagetion and regulation of the Saﬁpradéya,ﬁe is
honoured as the third great man of the Sadpradaya, [le dial

in V,5,1697 ot the age of 89,

Kelysnarays, boon in V,S5,.1625 wes the son of
Govindaraya, the second son of Vitthaleba. He has commented
upon the sixteen iracts and has also éoﬁposed some Kirtanas.
He had two sous,Harirfys end Gopebvara. Herirfya, who livwed
8 fairly'long life of about 120 years,was born in V.5,168.
After Gokulenstha, he beceme a very important personality

in the Sampradsdys, Deing @ sincere devotee himself, he has
written 5o many small works in Senskrit,discussing and
deeiding verious problems of thé Sumpraddya. The most
importent of his works are,however, the letters that he
wrote to his brother GopeSvara,who found cqns@iation in
them when he lest hie wife. These letiers known as---
Bikespatres ere written in simple langusge and are cepable
of appealing to the mssses, They have been transiated into
Gujarati and Vrej snd are often read in the religious
meetings of the Vaishnaves eveﬁ to-day, He. had many
students whom he taugh® the principles and prectices of his

school,

Besides the teachers noteld sbove,there were several
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others who steyed at various plaéés\and contributed to the
Suddhadvaite literature.0f these the immediate predecessors
of ?uq%ottama were Pitsmbara,Vrajerifya and Krsnacendra.iie
shall however refer to them in the next chspter, as their

relation with Purusottama is very close,

(vI).
Spread of Vallabha-Samprad8ya in Cujarat,

- As Purusottama, the subject of our thesis,lived and
worked in Surat, it would be proper to 4dd a few lines in the

introductory chapter,regsrding the religious conditions of
the provinee of Cujarat, vefore snd during his occupation of
the pojntfical chair at Surst, |

The charming and fertile land of fujarat with its
natural besuty of rivers and plenes hss been for ever the
reéipienﬁ of various ideas,religious and others. Gujarat
claims to have bean the holy land of Lord Krsna and the
Vadsves. TheRudradamen inseripbion of Girmar is the £idgst
historical record of the existence of Vaisgggism in Gujerat,
One Cakrgpslite is said to have built a teﬁple of Cakradharg
Krens in 456 4.1, In 526 A.D.there flourished in Vallabha,
a king Dhé?asens who called himself Parancs Bhééavata.?oet
Jégha,{8th century)peys homsge to Hari in fhe first verse
of his Sibupalavedna, The inscription at Dhemedacha,dated
1074 A.D.begins with!Omaeno Bhegavate Vasudeviys! end

praises the Var@hs-incarnation., Hemacendrs,(1088-1172 A.D).
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refers to the existence of the Vaiggava tewple in Patana,
in his Dvysérsyakdvya. The prevelance of Vsisuavism has also
been referred to by Somedvera{e 1220 £,0.)in his ¥irfikeumudl
and Surathotsava, Rajaéekara in his Caturvimdatiprabandhe
refers to the building ‘of the temple of Virsnaraysna by
Viradhaval(1233-1238 A,D.).One Nrsimharanya Muni wrote a work
called "Visnubhakhi Candfodaya™ in' 1413 A.D.The inscription
on the RevetT Kunde of Girner,dated 1417 A,D.begins with the
praise of DEmodars who steals butter.Veghsla Mogiasimha(1499AJ3
is said to have protected the hosts of ﬁhe Bhapavatas, The

king who reigned in Baroda in 1811. A,D.was a devotee of

Govind%11°Far.ﬁhe centuries the current of the: Kmema-cult-
always came %o Gujarat‘and was receivéd there faithfully and
enthusiastically,the more so because Dvaraka ceme t0 be known

as the holy sest of Lord Krsna.This had its effect upon the
regional literature of Cujarat. A very powerful influence was
welded by Gitegovinds of Jayadewiie may note here the ﬂ
examples of Mayanachanda of Madana(V.S,lﬁOO)snd. the Phagu poen °
of ¥atarsi(1495 A.D.) ,Vasantavilé'Sa.Gi"tagovind was sctually

translated into Gujarati in 1600 V.S.1%"

11. Cujarati Sshitya Bk.V:Madhyakalano Sshityspravéha:
Ed.KoM‘Munshi pp0309‘3110
12. Ibid,pp.313-15.
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0f the HSemyradfyas,esteblished by the Vaisnavs ﬁbﬁryaé
of the South, that of KEmBanjr Ssems 0 have had its Swey
over -the pecple of Cngarst Tor sone tire,The Ffollowers
for of Ramgozio sre found in Cojered eveh to~-aay. Shri,
Wunshi says that there is reason to believe thst the Xhijeada

9
fondir Sesmpreddya of | Jauresttrs s a branch of the sames

%aah#qp end hinbaria coald not exercise any influence in
Gujerat., The worship of Rans yrownunued by Rswsnanda, 0? %ne
‘Sri'Samprqd 5a‘seemu to have hed its influence iu Cujerst to
a very groat dehLeefin the fiftecath end sixtesnth centuries.
Te well~knecwn poet Bhulens,end Wiz Bon Viguudree were
devotees of RBpe. One Witha Vaisnave of Telaja wrote a trect
on the cherszcteristics of Veispzvas in V,S.1587.Ksbir,the
femous disciple of Rawsnsnds, had some hold on the lower
strete of the Pujersti society in the seventeanth centmmn
Poet VaGCﬂardJu wee & follover of Xebir,Dady Dayela, wes

horn in Ahmedabed in V,C.1801 end war inifiated in the fold

b

of Kubir, by Ksuul{or fud len) . He left phuzedabed of the

age of oiphiewn =nd esvablished il“ SQaJ at Nhr&nt,'nwdr
Lo 1Y e Vol il ™ Ve £ ¥ r.'§ f \ 3 "' 4 PP 1 }‘@
e, Ane U E‘WU"'L‘&UFJ dﬂ.ai} & neld many (;.: .I..O JETS AL \'r".,} BrHG,

A1) these end msuy other sects  and movemente ceme to,
arat, Howesver, the lruenss pwcalsri%v of the Pa?égis and,
itheé teschers of the Pustimdrgs ousted them from the field.

The ﬁo 1% important vreligion,nob sect or movement théﬁ‘

BN ] . . . . o
held its sway over (ujarst {or ceaturies end which commpnds
13,1 iala.h 321}
(ITbid.ep.323-4). ’
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a large following even to-day is Jainism. It became the

royel faith of Gujaraet when Kumirpils Solanki sccepted it ab
the instance of his teucher Hemacendra.With its rigorous
emphasis on non-violence and good conduct,it could very easily
appeal to the characierisiically soft and tender nature of
the mercentile comwunity of Gujsrat.lt could not,however,stend
the test of time an§ longer, aud meny Jains came over to the
Pustindrge, when it was intreduced by Vallabha and his son,
The resson for thie ie not far to seek. While Jainism was dd
snd worn out, the new faith was fresh and young; egain the |
Pustimdrga did not close the doors of happy end prosperous
life while Jainism was rigorous end rigid., If may also be
aducd that there is ne God in Jeinism,which is an ethical
religion,whereas Vsllabha taught of an eternally playful
Krsua, The sppeal to the masses of this playful sportive Gol

waes naturelly very deep.

The most importent point, whick we should note,is the
political upheavals and esnerchy in the country, The lasi
Hindu king of Gujsrat-Karena Vaghelo wes defeated by '
Allsuddin Knilji in 1297 4.0, For hundred years efter that,
Gujsrat.was ruled by the Subes appointed by the Sultans of
Uelhi, The invasion of Taimur Leng however shook the very
foaﬁdation of the Delhi Bwpire and so the Subas took

advantoge of the wealmess of the Central Government, They
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were tempted by the circumetences %o become independent kings,
Zafer Khen procleimed his independence and established the
reign of the Sultepet in Gujeret in 1407 4.D. The kingdon
saw illustrious kings like Ahmedshah and Mohammed(pOPulafly
known as Begado),but the Sulianat could not retain its .

. ; yeaty . =13 AP
power sgainst pkbar, It was ¢a thelgéfhfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁr 15?%(that
(ujarat beceme a Province of the Moghul @mpire. The rebellion
of Huzaffsrkhsn proved sbortive and once again Ahmedaba&
became the sest of the Moghul Viceroys. From an independent
country, Gujarat turned into & Province of the loghul Bmpirg,
The nericd, immediately following this sm.exation, was that
of peace and prosperity. The Viceroyalty ﬁf Wir Aziz,Koka,
Shali Jehan and Dare Shikoh added %o the sécurity and
prosPeriﬁy of the people, snd even %though there have been
occassional incidents like the pl&ndering of Surat by Malik
Ambar in 1603 A.D.and the leuds during the reign of
Jursngzeb &8 Vioeroy;kﬁ?%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁh;E%%the picture on the whole
is decisively bright, It wes in this ege that Vallabhe-
Safpredfyae spread in Gujerat and its neighbouring aress,

Vallabhééérya in his travels visited Gujarat very often
end moved at verious places, He is ssid %o hsve visited Suret,
Broach, Morbi, Navensgsr,Khambhalia, Pindter,Dekor, Dvarké,

Junagadh,Prebhes, Codhre, liaroda and many other vilisges ad

cities, The visite asre recorded in the litereture of the

o]
0
2

woipreddya. The propegation of the Ssfprad@ys in Gujerst,

however,goes to the credit of ViithaleSa, who visited
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Cujarat six times: (1)He came to Gujarat from Adel in V.S.iﬁ)é
(2)He repested his visit from Adel in V,S5.1613(3)In V.5.168,
he ceme from Gedha (4)From Wathurs he came to Gujerat in
V.5.1623(5) and from Coknla in V.S.1631(6)Iastly,he came to
pay homage tc Dvérgkédhiéa in V.S.;.LGEB. 1% sppears 1‘3}1:3“;3 ke
exercised his influ;ance over Gujarat for nesrly forty years,
The visitsof Vitthaleba to Gujarat were incidentsl %o his
visits fo the holy shrine =t Dvarka, Vslisbha himself
vigited Dverka thrice and iﬁstélled the image of Dvarskanitha
&t Bet Dvarka. Fertunately, however,Vitthaleba couid get
enthusisstic snd sincere asscciates who were devoted to him
and who were working for the propagation and expsnsion of the
Sampraddya. Vitthaleba initiated one Nagdif Bhatta, s
Sethodars WNagsr brehmin,who was en infhuential officer

of the Government in Godhra. LiEgajT Bhstta was sn intelligent
pupil, who asked meny questions to VittheleSa and got their
answers, He not only eccompanied Vitthale$a during his trawls
in Gujarét but even himself went %o idel for peying homage to
hig preceptor.Rhailg Kotheri of Asarva, near' thmedabad, was
another devotee. His Son-ip-law ‘GOpéladé@?@}Zs dumb got the E
powers of speech by chewing the tetel-lsaf offered by
Vi'i;!?halééa. This GOp?iidﬁsa ig the author of Wavadkhysna, a
pcpulax; Véigl}ava poem which is responsible for the most tender
lfeelinés,with which the leharsjse are locked upon in Gujarat,

iihenever, Vitthalebs visited BhAild Kothdri, meay people



came t0 See him and embraced his faith, In Cambay also
there was one Jivd Parekh who contributed much to the rapid
spresd of Valspavism in Gujarst. The wave of Veisnsvism, tlus
begun  in Qujsral, went on for years that came and many

people belonging to various sects accepted this faith,

The peace and prosperity, whieh the Province enjoyed
under the Moghul rule, was largely instrumental in setting
a particular standard of life., This naturally led to a very
“heapey life full of luxucies and comforts, lue fall in the
moral stendard slowly crept in and there were voices of
protest raised sgeinst this from verious quarters,The most
prominent émcng them ic the poet-sgint Akho,(c.1615-1674 AD).
Populer works of devotion end purenic tales were,however,
written and sung, The most important of those poete was
Premanenda, (¢.1636-1734, A,D),who was followed by Banala

‘Bhatta(c.1700 2.D)They were contemporaries of Purusobtama,

The age of peace and glory of Gujsrat,ended in the reigp

of Aurenézéb when +he great Shivaji plunﬁered'Surat,an&
Gujsrat became a secene of a hundréd feuds and fichts,
Heligious and social life was in peril and though prospercus
and weslthy, the cities of Eujéraﬁ'were'nbt very’qﬁié%.
Surat, wsm the head quarfgrs of Purusobtama, was no

exception to this,



32

Surat enjoyed a unicue place not only in Gujarat but in the
whole of India., Iis wealth aud progperity iay iu its being on the
Bank of the river Tepti. Vinaysvijasysgenivera, who flourished
in the leter part of the seventeenth and the esrlier part of
the eighteenth century has written a poem Indudata, g@hin whizﬁ
he hefl given & beautiful desoription of Surst. He compares the
Tapti with the river in the heaven. He says:

A?otaéregi§arieayami§5t Pirevelled vimanz

iajjad vendarekaveravadhinggarair nagaribhih;

Svadusvacchasphatikerucirémbhobharair uttarangsd

TapT tatra trayati tetind Svergegaugdnukdram. (v.87.)
It hed a beautiful garden full of various kinde of flowers,
Vinayavijaya sayss

Dipt& puspair aviraladald mandall cempakan@m

Tgtrodysne tuléyati phalair lakgita‘pallavaié ca;

Lidgaérenin aﬁasryasgqim hemaghantavalidham

Citrsir guochsir vividhebharanair menditem vastraihandsih,

Udysngndin nagarem abhitsh sentelir bh5ti nang

Vrksair lsksair vividhasuménahsamviténéﬁ latanam;

Kridad dempstyucita-kedalimendirair balakemam

Gohail kridabhavenssarasidirghikavipikabhih, (v.91-2),
Surat had a str03g1§ built fort full of all ﬁypes of weapons:
Durge bhargojjvalavepur ihotkendheras cendrabals-

Dembh&t saudhacchadir upagito mauktikacchatrataliy
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Nandyentrapreharanadharo yuddhasajjograbastrah

Ksatrasyaisa sraysti sugansu dhairysgarvodihurasye. (V,94), -
There waé a mint also in Surat, which is aptly desecribed ﬁy 3
Vinaysvijaye:

Rilpyasvarnaprakaraghatanaprotthitais taikabsls
Gerbhodbhitapratiravebateis taratarais tekdraih;

natra kfvapi prabhavitun elem dustadaurgatyabhitah

Pﬁtah ksaudre hyupsbemevidhau mantresfrastakarah.( V.98),
TheﬂprosPerity end pelf of Surat wes dus to its being one #
of the prominent centres of business in Indis.lerchants of
Sufat entered into business trausactions with businessmen
steying in distant places in India and sbrosd. Ships sailed
in end out of Surst to Africa,Iran,China,Jspen,Arabia and
'Turkﬁy. Surat hed many market-places like Kanpith,baﬂapith,
lachhalipith, etc,where various commodities brought from
outside were sold., Every year some twenty to forty thousand
persons ceme to Surat with a large number of caraveus, The
inhabitantsbf Surat were rich and their life was éoiourfql.
Inspite of éll this they were not very happy.They were
aIWays:worrie&‘about the protection of their wealth that
‘they aéeumulate&:with tact and foil. After Shivaji's attack
they were alwsys afraid of such onslaughts. The Subas of Surat

also extracted money from them for paying their dues to the

- Moghul Emperors ‘of Delhi, Even then there was freedom of
religion and the Hindus were not subjected to harassment

simply because they werve hindus,



