Acknowledgement

I thank Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund for the scholarship to do my field trip in
Bangladesh.

I am greatly indebted to Professor Shivaji K. Panikkar, the supervisor of my research at
Ph.d level to give me enough space and time to grow.

I thank Dr. Annapurna Garimella for her inputs and providing intellectual challenges in
recent years. | was fortunate to get Professor Parul Dave Mukherjee as a teacher in *Art-
Historical Methodology and Critical Studies’ course and Dr. Anindita Mukhopadhyay for
introducing ‘colonial law’. G. Subbaiah and Jayaram Poduval are always remembered for
their classes on temple architectures.

I am obliged to Professor Deepak Kannal and Dr. Sanjoy Mallik for their advices.

I thank my students whose innocent questions in the classes on ‘History of Sculpture in
Pre-modern India’ initiated the preliminary debate in my thesis.

Mukunda De, photographer, from Burdwan was a coincedence. | thank him not only for
photography, but for page layout of the images, drawings maps and plans in Photoshop,
moreover bearing my incompetence in basic digital technology. Ketul is a savior at the
last moment

In Bangladesh the interactions with Dr.A.K. M. Golam Rabbani, assistant professor, Md.
Kabirul Hasan, assistant librarian, Asiatic society of Bangladesh, Md. Abdus Salam,
library peon, Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, Md. Abdul Awal Miah, Administrator
Office, Asiatic society of Bangladesh. Murtaza Bhai, Rajesh and Papri helped me to be
focus in my research methodology.

I also thank to the staffs of Udaychand Library, Burdwan University Library of Burdwan,
Municipality Office Archive, Asiatic Society of Calcutta, Asiatic Society of Bangladesh,
Library of Bangladesh Museum, the Directorate of Archaeology, State Archaeological
Museum, West Bengal (WB) and Centre for Archaeological Studies and Training
(CAST), Eastern India and the University of Hyderabad for helping me to locate the
resources.

Adbul Mannan hafesz of Jumma masjid, Mohammad Safik, muttuwalli and Maran
Abdul Bari Molla, sebayit of Pir Baharam, Hasan Ansari, sebayit of Bonmasjid, Sheikh
Manik , Rafik and Jarina bibi , Khakkar Shah dargah, Dulal Das ( dhuli) and Nepal
Bhattacharya , Sarbamangala mandir, Sankar Chakraborty of Kankaleswari temple, and
Tapan Kumar Roy, Govinda Dham, Pranab Chand Mahatap, and all the local authors ,



the staffs of Natun Chiti, news paper and the residents of the town for giving the
information, notes, letters, texts, intérviews, photographs and time which formed the core
my research. Most of all Thakurananda Pal was a live map for me in Burdwan.

I also thank Dr. Gautam Sengupta, Directorate of Archaeology and Museums, West
Bengal, Mr. P. K. Mitra, Keeper of State Archaeological Museum, West Bengal, Mr.
Shiharan Nandi, Cameraman-cum-Darkroom Assistant, State Archaeological Museum,
West Bengal and Ms. Sutapa Roy, Research Assistant , CAST for their interviews '

I am obliged to Jolls and Santhosh Sakhinala for proof reading, editing and correcting the
errors of text. I know still numbers of errors are left in the thesis to pinpoint, those are
mine.

I extend my gratitude to Rita, Rakhi, Suman, Kuntal, Shamsundar, Sajal, Srinivas,
Muktinath, Jhumpa, Arun, Dada, Baromama, Garima, Jathu, and Nivi to lend their energy,
helping hands and boosting me.

Without Malini and Ma, I doubt whether I could submit my thesis or not. Hope Baba ’
could wait few years to see my thesis.



Religious Structure in Identity Formation in Medieval Bengal from 1605 — 1757

Case study of Burdwan Town



