ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am greatly indebted to Dr. G. Prathapasenan, Reader,
Department of Botany, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,
~Baroda for his valuable guldance and constant encouragement

throughout the period of this investigation.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Prof.A.R.Mehta,
former Head, Department of Botany, and Prof. 2.D.Sabnis,
Head, Department of Botany, Maharaja Sayajirao University of

Baroda, Baroda for providing necessary facilities and help.

I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude
to Prof, N, Ravi, Department of Botany, Sree Narayana College,
Quilon, Kerala for his constant encouragement and keen interest

in my work,

I am thankful to Prof.R.P.Bhatt and Dr.P.N.Bhatt for

their help and good wishes extended to me.

I would like to acknowledge with gratitude the help
rendered by Dr. Mayur Baxi, Department of Microbiology, The
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Baroda for G.C.

-analysis.

I take this opportunity to express my deep sense‘of
gratitude tc my parents for their constant'enCOUFagemént and

- financial assistance given to me.



The help rendered by my colleagues and friends

during the ooursé of this work is greatly appreciated.

Finally I place on record my thanks to Mrs.R.Titus

for the neat typing of the thesis. "

SHAH, T.



