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‘Chapter 05

Contribution of Adi Sankardcarya
(with Special reference to the Sarva-siddhinta-sangraha)

Adi Sankaracarya 8™ centaury AD (discussed in Ch 01) has
promulgated the spiritual understanding that shapes the spirits of
India’s perennial philosophy. The pearls of wisdom contained in
various Upanisadas and at the base of the Indian tradition were
wreathed together, making a garland of beautiful flowers. He paved
the way for total integration of Vedanta with what is true in various
systems of Thought then prevalent in India with his works like
Vivekacudamani, Upadesa-sahasri, Sarva-vedanta-siddhanta-sara-
sarigraha and Sarva-siddhanta-sarigraha (the present thesis. He was
the systematizer of the Absolute Monism (Fa@T8d).

Adi Sankaracarya’s life, date and works are discussed in the 1%
chapter where both the external and internal evidence are supplied.
Authorship and the date of Sarva-siddhanta-sarigraha (= SSS) are
also discussed with the help of external as well as internal evidence.
The discussion of reconstruction of the verses shows the need of the
present study of the SSS. It follows a brief introduction to the Savra-
dar$ana-sangraha(= SDS) of Sayana-Madhava. After that an outline
of 11 systems of the SSS (with the first chapter of the Introductory)
is presented along. with the outline of 16 systems of the SDS. The
chapter ends with the general observations marked on the study of
the present text.

189



Chapter 05

The detailed study of the present text SSS as well as the
authorship have been presented along with Adi Sankaracarya’s style
of presentation, employment of statements, phrases and words, etc.
The style of the SSS is compared with the style revealed in other
treatises authored by Adi Sankardcarya. The conclusion is arrived at
that the SSS is also authored by him.

Adi Sankaracarya’s style of synthesizing the different points of
doctrines is observed in many places. Under SSS 12/29 the sheaths
of the Self are taken as the Self itself as e.g. (1) According to the
Lokayatas the Self is the body (made up of food).' (2) According to
Arhatas (i.e. SHs) the Self is the 9” (consisting of life).” (3) The

Self is Manomaya according to those who follow the material
principle ego (3TESTIHaTE!).* (4) According to the Bauddhas the Self

is the fo9™ (consisting of consciousness).” (5) According to Vaidikas
the Self is the 1= (consisting of bliss).® (i) SSS 12/31 refers to
some believers in the Vedas (shfaq afdet SRR) must be referring to
the IF<HAISHMNE, (Fo Fo 3/2/2%R), because there is long
discussion in the Sankarabhasya with the word, ‘3TeAM=HA:’. (ii)

The self is Anandamaya according to some Vaidikas (SSS 12/31ab)
(may be 9IQUIYW M, the author of S&YHAs). (6) The Self is
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untouched by the quality of being the agent and other qualities
(Fwnfel¥gs: ) according to Adi Sarikardcarya.

The 2™ chapter presents the verse-wise summary of 11 systems of
philosophy discussed in SSS. It also discusses the arrangement of the
doctrines starting from the Lokayata (CH 02) till the last chapter 12
on the Vedanta. It expresses the ideology of Adi Sarikaracarya that
this work viz. Sarva-siddhanta-sangraha presents the doctrines of the
intellectuals starting from the lowest (CH 02 on ®IRId) rising

gradually to the highest or to the highly intellectual doctrine of the
Vedanta. The same ideology is adopted by Madhavacarya, the author
of Savra-dar§ana-sarigraha. The verse-wise summary also gives
important readings and textual observations in the footnotes thereof.
At the end of the chapter the general observations related to the text
SSS are given.

The literary style of Adi Sankardcarya is discussed in the 3™
chapter. The discussion is carried out under 09 heads such as, (01)
Well known order of 06 Systems, (02) Direct involvement (bold
style), (03) Succeeding refuting the preceding, (04) Arguments and
Solutions, etc. Further it becomes clear that the presentation of the
four Buddhist doctrines in one chapter, the two Mimamsas in two
and the doctrines of Vedavyasa and the Vedanta also in two separate
chapters.

A brief comparative study of the SSS and the SDS is discussed,
followed by the presentation of atheist (ATR<®) and theist (3TaH)

systems presented by Adi Sankardcarya in the SSS. The entirety of
the system of philosophy is discussed under 06 topics such as, (01)
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The world (7)), (02) The means of proof (YHWMM), (03) The
absolute goal or destination (af: /qfe:), etc.

The close study of the SSS makes one to clear that (i) Adi
Sankaracarya presents the tenets of each one of the doctrines
(discussed in the SSS) with full justice. (ii) He does not pay attention
to the accepted and customary ideas (taken by each of the systems),
on the contrary he includes in his kevalddvaita Doctrine by way of
silent perusal (Y&-TH(d:). (iii) Most of the apparent objectionable

views of the systems are though refuted in the voice of the
succeeding system, he has refuted the rest of the objectionable ideas
of all other systems in the chapter twelve on the Vedanta. (iv) His
style in the Sarfrakamimamsabhasya on the Brahmasiitras presents
the tenets of each of the systems and refuts them in the same place of
the discussion on hand (in the sequence adopted by
Badarayanavyasd), on the contrary here (in the SSS) Adi
Sankaracarya adopts a little bit of different style of refutation and
that is problematic tenets of the preceding one making that last i.e.
the Vedanta as the best one and one accepted by all.

It is concluded that the SSS is one of the preliminary texts
authored by Adi Sankaracarya for the new comers to his school of
philosophy as presented with the simple, easy and concise style
along with the simple yet effective language with least compounds.

The SSS is an Introductory text for the beginners of the system of
philosophy especially the doctrine of Absolute Monism (HaaIsa)

while the SDS aims at the scholarly presentation of all the advanced
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readers, perhaps an utmost useful text to be exercised in the scholarly
assemblies (Srremef-aw).

Saddarsananirnya a small remarkable treatise of Merutunga Suri
(1347-1415 AD) concisely gives the cruze of the 06 systems of
Philosophy viz. Buddhism, Mimamsa, Sanikhya, Naiyayika,
Vaisesika and Jainism. Among these, Mimamsa stands for both
Karmakanda as well as Jnﬁnakaﬁda and Samkhya forms both
Nirisvarasamkhya as well as Sesvarasanmkhya (i.e. Yoga). He terms
them Saddar§anas AstikadarSanas,” because they deal with the
existence of the soul, meritorious deeds, sins and salvation etc. He
presents some tenets of the 05 systems and refutes them. To come to
the conclusion of his work, wherein he has quoted the verses of the
Mahabharata, Markandeyapurana and Yajnavalkyasmyti, his efforts
to elucidate the concepts like non-violence, true Brahmanahood,
guru, etc. This bespeaks his versatile genius and respect for the
scriptures of other sects. It may also suggest that Merutunga Stri is
inclined to show that the tenets of Jainism are supported by the Sruti
and Smyti. It also proves that the doctrines are not generally
complete in themselves. There are all possibilities of lacunae, but at
the same time the Truth is one without second and the path of
realization needs to be trodden with the pure knowledge, pure action
and pure character. This shows that the famous Jain scholar has
contributed not only to the Indian philosophy but the scholars of
Idology, who are interested in his works, which projects social,
literary and spiritual development the time.
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The final and the most important point of the study of the Sarva-
siddhanta-sangraha is to prove its worth and extreme necessity of its
study in the present times. The times contemporary of Adi
Sankaracarya was, as all know, was full of religious, social and
spiritual chaos, rather chaotic darkness and for this reason only he
composed this work to well equip his newly entrants, though
afterwards his disciples worked so hard and enthusiastically that
even the common folk had the awareness of the religion and
spirituality. The Indian mind, so to say, was in full bloom of
understanding the religion and the phﬂosophy since his time to the
time of St Vallabhacarya (1500 AD).

There are instances that show how much sincerely and faithfully
the followers like Sadananda (1560 AD) have followed Adi

Sankardcarya. (1) The word 1fd@m (SSS 12/38) can be well
compared with - 31eIRIg:.®

Adi Sarkara in his Adhyasabhasya in the Brahmasiitras employs
the term Adhyadsa as a synonym of Adhyaropa and defines it as, the
superimposition is nothing but the apparent recognition of something
previously observed in some other thing. Superimposition means the
cognition of something on some other thing. This idea can be
compared with the Vivekactidamani (140ab), “One who is
overpowered by ignorance mistakes a thing for what it is not. It is
the absence of discrimination that causes one to mistake a snake for
a rope.”
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Now in the modern days and for the future generations to come,
this work viz. Sarva-siddhanta-sanigraha is of prime importance to
the modern Indian mind unaware of our great traditional heritage of
religion, philosophy and culture. The study of the work will surely

enhance the knowledge of the folk in general and of the scholars in
particular. |
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