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claims of Godhood

Swamina'rayan - Philosophy and claims of Godhood

The Swaminarayan Sampradaya is a Bhakti Sampradaya which
advocates God within the disciplines of Dharma. Lord Swaminarayan
has propagated a philosophy where He says that God I1s Supreme, ha
a divine form, 15 the all doer and always present on earth. He simply
states that jivas never merge or dissolve into God and neither are the
part of God but always subservient to God. The Jiva, through absolut:
surrender and attachment toward the Guru, attains the realized state
and becomes ehigible to offer pure worship to God.

Sahajanand Swami {Swaminarayan) was a Narayana and Krishna
bhakta considered by his followers to be Narayana Himself, Rama,
Krishna, etc. bemng his avataras. Swaminarayan sampradaya stems
from the Ramanuja sampradaya, which holds Lord Narayana to be
supreme and Krishna to be an avatar.

In his main work called Shikshapatri (108) he writes:

"That 1shvara 1s Shi Krishna who is PraBrahma Bhagwan Purushottam
and our most cherished deity (istadeva). He 1s worthy of being
worshipped by us all {upasya). He 1s the cause of all manifestations
and incarnations.”

Commenting on this verse, Shatanand Muni writes in Arthdipika
{Shikshapatrt Bhashya): “That live (saakshat) God (bhagvan) Krishnz
who is above kshar and akshar, appeared from Bhakt: through Dharn
as Swaminarayan; assumed a human body on the earth like a
dramatist {natta). That Krishna whilst observing the (human) dharme
of an Acharya speaks n third person (parokshavann) but that Krishn:
is none other than Himself."

This verse 1s used to prove his Godhood:[1] 43

Dharmadeva tada murtau, narnarayanatmana Pravrte-pi kalau
Brahman! Bhutvaham samago dvijaha 44 Murishapannrutam praptar
sarshim janakaatmanaha Tato-vita gurubhyoham saddharmam
sthapayannaja

with this translation: *When the asuras who were killed by Myself anc
Arjuna begin to spread wickedness on earth, I will be born in a
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Brahmin family to Dharmadev and Murti from Nar Narayana. [, with
many other rishis, will recerve a shaap (curse) from a Muni to come ¢
the earth to a Samved Brahmun family to protect the religion from ev
gurus and rulers.” (Vasudeva Mahatmya 18.43-44 of Skanda Purana,
Vishnu Khanda)

The complete reference in the Venkatesvara edition of Skanda Puran:
15 2.9.18.43-44 (2.9 1s Vasudeva Mahatmya):

43 dharma-devaat tadaa bhaktaad aham naaraayano munih janisye
kosale dese bhuumau h saamago dvijah 44 muni-saapaan nrtaam
praaptaan rsiims taata tathoddhavam tato 'vitaasurebhyo 'ham sad-
dharmam sthaapayann aja

it 1s mentioned that he will establish sad-dharma; but there is no nar
of a mother (if her name was "Bhakt", then the word bhaktaad cannt
refer to her, because this Is the ablative singular ending of a masculir
noun; for bhakti it would have to be bhaktyaah or bhakteh); Kal_Yu¢
1s not mentioned.

43 "From Dharma-deva, then, fram the devotee, I, Naaraayana-munt
shall take birth on this earth, in the land of Kosala, indeed, as a
braahmana, a singer of the Sama Veda." 44 "O Brahma, when cursec
by a munt, some rsis take birth as human beings, I will protect them
from the demons and I will establish the principles of religion.”

Other related archives

1781, 1830, 1906, Acharya, Apnl 2, Aruna, Brahma, Guarat, Hindu
sects, India, hiva, Kal_Yuga, Kosala, Koshlandraprasadyi Maharaj,
Krishna, Narayana, Pramukh Swami Mahara), Purana, Rama,
Ramanuja, Sama Veda, Shikshapatri, Skanda, Swam;, Uttar Pradesh,
Vasudeva, Vishnu, Yogui Maharal, avataras, bhakta, brahmun, gury,
hereditary succession, ishvara, jivas, mandirs, mantra, murtis,

sampradaya

Adapted from the Wikipedia article "Philosophy an:
claims of Godhood", under the G.N U Free

(2 Docmentation License. Please also see

2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki

The Frez ucyclopedis

More material related to Swaminarayan can be found here:

, Main Page Index of Articles
for related to
Swaminarayan Swaminarayan

« Back
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that time I descend Myself. In order to deliver the pious and to
annihilate the wrong, as well as to reestablish the principles of religion,
I advent Myself age after age."

The advent of almighty God in the form of Swaminarayan Bhagwan is
forecasted in other ancient Vedic scriptures as well. For example, in

Vasudeva Mahatmya 18.43-44 of Skanda Purana, Vishnu Khanda: History - Deities
Denominations - Literature
43 Beliefs and practices

Dharmadeva tada murtau, narnarayanatmana

Pravrte-pi kalau Brahman! Bhutvaham samago dvyaha Dharma - Artha - Kama - Moksha

Karma - Samsaia - Yoga - Bhakt:

Maya - Puja - Mandir
44

. Seriptures
Munishapannrutam praptam, sarshim janakaatmanaha P
Tato-vita gurubhyoham saddharmam sthapayannaja Vedas - Upanishads - Ramayana
Mahabharata - Bhagavad Gita
"When the asuras who were killed by myself and Arjuna begin to Purana - others
spread wickedness on earth, I will be born in a Brahmin family to Related topics
C e . . .y
Dharmac?ev and Murti from NarNaray ana. J, with many other rishis, Hinduwism by country
will receive a shaap (curse) from a Muni to come on the earth to a Gurus and saints - Reforms
Samved Brahmin family to protect religion from evil.” () Ayurveda - Calendar - Criticism

Festivals - Glossary - Jyotisha
To set an example for devotees, Bhagwan Swaminarayan was a
Narayan and Krishna bhakta. Devotees however realized that he was %; o
Narayan himself, Rama, Krishna, etc being his avataras. R
Swaminarayan Sampraday stems from the Ramanuja sampraday,
which holds Lord Narayan to be supreme and Krishna to be an avatar

In his main work called Shikshapatri (108) he writes:

"Sa Sri Krshnaha Param Brahma Bhagvaan Purushotamaha Upasya Ishtadevo Naha
Sarvaavirbhaav Kaaranam'

That ishvara is Shi Krishna who 1s PraBrahma Bhagwan Purushottam and our most cherished deity
(istadev). He is worthy of being worshipped by us all (upasya) He 1s the cause of all manifestations
and incarnations

As an elaboration to this shlok, Sadguru Shree Shatanand Muni writes in Artha Dipika (Shikshapatri
Bhashya)

"Yaha Saakshaat Bhagvaan Ksharakhara Paraha Krshnaha Sa Eva Svayam Bhaktau Dharmat
Aas, Bhoori Krupaya S¥i Svaminarayancha Maanushyam Bhuvi Neatayannijian
Acharyatvadharme Sthitaha Krshnam Praha Parokshavann Tu Tatonyaha Sosti Yatsa Svayam"'

"That live (saakshat) God (Bhagwan) Krishna who is above kshar and akshar, appeared from Bhakti
through Dharma as Bhagwan Swaminarayan; assumed a human body on the earth like a dramatist
(natta). That Bhagwan Krishna whilst observing the (human) dharmas of an Acharya speaks in third
person (parokshavann) but that Bhagwan Krishna is none other than Himself."

Fundamentals of the Swaminarayan philosoephy T ”

The Basic Principle of Swaminaryan Bhagawan is "'Vishista- T s
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advaita" (qualified non-dualism) propounded by hd
Ramamujacharya.

= Dharma (Religion): Virtuous conduct as defined in the
'Shrutis' and 'Smrutis' (Holy Scriptures) is known as
Dharma.

» Bhakti (Devotion). Supreme love of the soul combined
with the consciousness of the glory of Supreme God is
known as 'Bhakti'.

= Jnana (Enlightenment): Correct awareness about the forms
of the soul, illusion, and God is known as 'Inyana’.

= Vairagya (Renunciation): Detachment fronu all material
possessions and absolute attachment towards God is
known as "Vairagya'.

» Maya (Illusion): It is considered 'Tri-Gunatmika' i e. :

illusion prevails in all three qualities viz Satva, Rajas and Shree NarNarayan Dev-
Tamas; To be possessed by Maya is to be caught in Embraced & Installed by
darkness; God is the Lord of Maya who acts as the power " Bhagwan Shree Swaminarayan
of God; It breeds ego n one for his body and for the Himself in The world's first
relatives of the body. Swaminarayan Temple -

= Mukti - Moksha: Loving worship of God. Kalupur, Ahmedabad

= Atman (Self): Recognition of the dtman, after which one
experiences a transcendental bliss, is achieved through
bhakti-yoga as outlined in the Bhagavad Git3, according to the teachings of Lord
Swaminarayan. It is the source of energy and is the real knower; It pervades the entire body
and is the essence that differentiates matter and life; in character it is inseparable,
impenetrable, indestructible and immortal.

= Paramitman (The Supreme Soul): It is omnipresent within the souls, just as soul is present in
the body; it is independent and is the one whom rewards the fala (fruits) to the souls. It is the
source of infinite material universes and the First Cause. It has no prior causes, and is the
inherent cause of all effects (i.e. law of causality or the Hindu concept of karma). S.
Radhakrishnan, a renowned Hindu scholar, writes "The Supreme is described as a kavi, a poet,
an artist, a maker or creator, not a mere imitator...even as art reveals man's wealth of life, so
does the world reveal the immensity of God's life," (p. 86, The Principal Upanishads). That
Paramitman to have manifested is Bhagwan Swaminarayan according to his followers.

Bhagwan Swaminarayan's Succession

Prior to his death, Bhagwan Swaminarayan decided to establish
a line of acharyas, or preceptors as his spiritual successors.

(Williams 1982:61-97).12}

He established two gadis (seats) — one in Ahmedabad (Shree
Nar-Narayan Dev) and one in Vadtal (Shree Laxmi-Narayan
Dev) — on Tuesday, November 21, 1825 CE (Kartik Sud 11
Samvat 1882, Ekadashi). Bhagwan Swaminarayan then
appointed an acharya to each of these two gadis to pass on his
message to others and to preserve his fellowship,
Swaminarayan Sampraday. These acharyas came from his
immediatc family; he formally adopted a son from each of his
two brothers, Rampratap and Ichcharam, and appointed them to
the office of acharya. Ayodhyaprasad, son of his elder brother
Rampratap, was appointed Acharya of Ahmedabad Gadi, and
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Philosophy

Lord Swaminarayan's philosophy, known as Navya Vishishiadvaiia (Neo-
qualfied non-dualism), upholds the existence of the five efernal realties, namely
Jiva, Ishwar, Maya, Brahman and Parabrahman

Jiva (Soul) 15 senfient (chartanya), subtle and is the knower (fnata) and enjoyer
(bhokta) of things He is immutable, unpierceable, ndivisible and eternal Jivas
are infinite in number and bound by vasana (impressions and desires from past
buths and present birth) according to their karmas

ishwars franscend Jiva Each Ishwar i1s a conscrous spintual being, possessing
excellence involved in the creation, sustenance and destruction of the universe
They also are infinite in number and bound by Maya Parabrahman 1s the inner
Rufer and Controller (antaryamin) of both Jiva and Ishwar Just as the gross,
subtie and causal are the three bodies of Jiva, similarly, Virat, Sutratma and
Avyakrut are the three bodies of Ishwar

Maya or Prakruti 1s tngunatmika - consisting of the three gunas - sattva, rajas
and tamas Its nature 1s of ignorance and darkness, and Is also the instrument -
shaktr of Parabrahman It 1s non-sentient pnmordial matter out of which the
whole umiverse is evolved. Difficult to transcend, it 1s the cause of attachment of
the Jivas and Ishwars to their bodjes and bodlly relations ,

Brahman, also known as Akshar, is the highest eternal reality beyond which
stands only Purushottam or Parabrahman Akshar as - personal (sakar) 1s the
choicest devotee, eternally in the service of Lord Purushottam, in the highest
abode This same Akshar, also serves Lord Purushottam as His infinitely
effulgent abode (Dham), wherein Lord Purushottam and innumerable released
souls reside It 1s the same Akshar who, as infinite, homogeneous, all-pervading,
sentient - space (Chidakash) pervades within and without an infinite number of
universes and every element thereof And, it 1s the same Akshar, who in the form
of the Param Ekantik Sadhu, perenmally mamfests on earth fo redeem the
seekers of moksha Akshar is also the medium who embodies Lord Purushottam
fully in his person

Parabrahman or Purushottam, /s the Supreme Realty He possesses an
infinite number of kalyankan (redemptive) attnbutes He transcends Jiva. Ishwar,
Maya and Brahman, and 1s immanent in them, they being absolutely dependent
on Him. He is the cause, controller, sustainer, redeemer, the support of all and
dispenser of the fruits of all karmas He alone is indepsndent
A
He is also the mdwelling spirit, antaryamun, of the other four realifies. He s
eternally full of divine bliss and has eternally a divine form, shaped like a human
being Nothing transcends Parabrahman He is the goal for meditational worship
- of upasana, by all, including Aksharbrahman He 1s one and unparalleled and 1s
commonly known as Paramatma, Param-Purush, Parameshwar, Puma
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Purushottam and Narayan
Concept of Moksha

Lord Swamunarayan elaborates moksha or final emancipation, known as Atyantik
Mukt in the Sampradaya, i the following manner

Jiva is bound by avidya-karma (Maya) This 1s ignorance, a delusion of the Jiva
Therefore, n order to be rid of this ignorance, the Jiva has to develop
Atmamishtha - the knowiedge that he 1s not the body, but Atma

But to transcend Maya, thus type of mere (samanya) Atmamshtha is not enough

A higher (vishesh) Atmanishtha needs to be realised - m which the Atma .

identifies itself with Aksharbrahman to become Akshar-rup - like Akshar This 1s
known as true Jnan and true Atmanishtha

The liberated soul, Akshar mukia then becomes eligible fo worship
Parabrahman - the Lord Purushottam, i Akshardham This 1s in consonance
with the Taitlinya Upamishad

Brahmawvid apnoli Param 1 e One who knows Brahiman attains Parabrahman
‘Attaining' Parabrahman does not mean merging i Him, as water merges with
water, or light info light The servitor - Master relationship - Swami-sevak bhava,
always prevails The individuality of the sevak - the mukta always remains

To become Akshar-rup, the Jiva has fo associate with the Satpurush who s the
manifest form of Aksharbrahman, the hiving embodiment of Ekantik Dharma,
known alsg oc Bhapewate Dheorme n the Shrmad Bhagwatam Only then does
the gateway of moksha open for the Jiva when he associates with the
Satpurush

In the Swaminarayan Sampradaya, its founder, Lord Swamnarayan is
worshipped as Parabrahman (Purushottam). the Supreme Realty, while
Gunatitanand Swami, His ideal Bhakia, i1s worshipped as Aksharbrahman
Aksharbrahman occupies the same place which Shr Laxmi and Radha occupy
in the Vaishnav schools of Vedanta Therefore in spife of being a form of pure
Vaishnavism, it is popufarly known as Akshar Purushottam Swarminarayan
Sampradaya, and its philosophy 1s best described as Neo-Vishishtadvatta

After incarnating on earth, Parabrahman Lord Swaminarayan, manifests
continucusly through the Gunalt Swu, the Parsm EXentik Sadhu, the lwving

embodiment of Aksharbrahman

EAN

Today, His Supreme Divine Holiness Pramukh Swami Mahara), and His~ )

Supreme Divine Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj is the current manifest form of
Aksharbrahman
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It reveals the divine philosophy and personality of Lord Swaminarayan through His own words and
teachings compiled in a sacred scripture - The Vachanamrut

Personallty of Lord Swaminarayan:

It is presented as a senes of golden lotuses with glass etchings Just as Lord
. Rama reveals himself in the Ramayana and Lord Knshna reveals himself in the

The presentation is divided into four sections Few selections have been given
here.

He says, "Like a lion seizes a goat, | seize the mind; while others cannot even see

the mind " His confrol over the mind was not momentary, but lifelong and eternal

Not acquired or atfained, but always there

o0 He reveals, "From the day of My birth to this day, never has even a single evil
thought of wealth or women ever crossed My rund, neither in My dream nor

waking state "

Lord Swaminarayan's vision of Atman:

His vision of the Atman was total and sternal, He reveals, "From the beginning |
have had the direct vision of the Atman Even now, | see the Atman In ail my
activities, My vision of the Atman is not forgotten, not even for a frachon of a
moment.”

Having total expenence of the Atman Lord Swannarayan perfectly possessed the
most divine virtues. Yet, He remained free of any pride of the achievement.
Revealing this, He says. “Within Me | possess deep detachment from the world,
but | am not proud of it. The righteousness that | possess, and the knowledge that
' am Brahman', even this does not weigh upon My conscience "
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Lord Swammarayan s concept of Paramatman: 17\’

is the Atman the Ulimate Reality? No Beyond Atman is Paramatman
Paramatman Is the all-doer, One and Umique

Lord Swaminarayan says, "God 1s sakar - forever with a form God 1s full of diviruty,
) free from all evil and the reservoir of all biiss He is extremely radiant, extremely
pleasant, exiremely glorious and divine The Lord’s divine abode Akshardham is
conscious and dvine light And the God residing at the center of the hght i1s Me |
am Paramatman, the God Supreme "

Lord Swaminarayan's promise to remain Ever Present:

Assuring that He is ever-present on the earth, the Lord declares “The samnt who
possesses countless holy virtues, God resides in his heart And such a Saint i1s the
Sawor of infinite souls " Even today, through the spintual succession of
3 Brahmaswarup Saints, many are experiencing the dwvine presence of Lord
Swaminarayan. In this succession of Saints are. Akshar Brahma Gunatitanand
Swami, Bhagaly Mahara), Shastryi Mahara;, Yogy Mahara), and presently,
Pramukh Swami Maharay Through them, the mind s purified, the Atma is cleansed
and God-Realization is atfained

Philosophy of Lord Swaminarayan:

&5 Vishishtadvalt, viz Neo Qualified Non-Duahsm it holds that Jiva, Ishwar,
s Maya, Brahman and Parabrahman are the five fundamental and eternal

goal to be pursued under the gmdance of the Sadhu who is in constant rapport
with God the manifest form of Aksharbrahman. The divine expenence of this highest state 1s
possible, here and now, in one's embodied state of worldly existence

The Vachanamrut:

v Sampraday It 1s an anthology of discourses delivered by Lord Swaminarayan
*d He preached i Guarali and His four disciple-sadhus, Gopalanand,
45 Muktanand, Nityanand and Shukanand, faithfully recorded and compiled them,
A Tnrough simpie aiscourses, the Lord shed I/ght on every domain of spirituality
1 He laid great emphasis on spintual experience based on phiosophical
understanding With infallible logic, He presented onginal solutions to the most
infiicate and abstruse metaphysical problems.

The Vachanamrut preaches a synthesis of Samkhya, Yoga, Vedant and Pancharafra and advocates
personalistic theism. It shows the pathway to God as nothing short of a unique spintual effort - of an
undivided supreme devotion to God The endeavor is, however, rooted in righteousness, nght
knowledge and detachment, under the guidance of the Sadhu who is in constant rapport with God.
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Books

Range from original scriptures, philosophical texts, spiritual
biographies, to interesting volumes for teenagers and youths, as well
as simple texts for children (available in Gujarati, English, Hindi,
Sanskrit and other languages).

English Publications: Gujarati Publications:
Bhagwan Swaminarayan Life sketches and biographies
Gunatitanand Swami Bhagwan Swanunarayan
Yogiy Mahara) Yogi Maharaj

Pramukh Swami Maharaj Pramukh Swami Maharg;
Pramukh Swami Mahara; Kids Collection

Social and Cultural Values introductory Booklets
Satsang Examination Series Devotional Songs & Verses
Kids Collection Soctal Challenges of Today
Miscellaneous Satsang Exam Series
Hindi Publications Other Literature

Books in Sanskrit, Marathi, Bengali,
Kannada, Tamil

* Alphabetical List of Books.
English Publications

Bhagwan Swaminarayan

Bhagwan Swaminarayan Life & Work
Gems from Shikshapatri

Ghanshyam Charitra

Impression Part-1

Life and Philosophy of Lord Swaminarayan
Lord Swarmnarayan, An Introduction
Nilkanth Chantra

Nitkanth Varni

Sahajanand Chanira
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