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_ éhe figuree of.speech enjgyee gniqﬁe‘place‘in‘language .
;}_as well‘as iiteratufel. Man‘ie S satisfied by givingue»‘
plaln aecount of what is seen, heard or exper1enced by hlm
i So, from tlme 1mmemorlel he has been fond of expre551ng hls
ildeas in a flguratlve and embelllshed langua It can be’
,presumed that the pronable reason for the orlgln and develoP;
ment of such an ornate form of language lles in thls fondness

for such language ‘on the part of man.(;f

W ¢ Ly s

Along w1th the knowledge of the hlstory of llterature
'  a study of the development of the concept of the flguree of
5peech or Alankaras 1s also qulte 1nterest1ng2. These flgures
. of speech make a llterary work equlpped w1th charmlng beauty .
.:whlch at once arrests the attentlon of a reader. It 1s also '
~ seen that a writer prefers to use them for maklng hlS work
_attractlve and 1mpre351ve.;Among these flgures of speech, some
are qulte b351c and fundamental. A 31m11e 1s sueh a flgure of .
"Speech. If we look to the development of the Alankaras 1n the
‘Indlan llterature, 1t w1ll be qulte ea51ly understood that ‘

S0 many other alankaras whlch are oased on the 31m11ar1ty

«between the two thlngs 1ntended to be descrlbed have evolved

1. Vlde p.l. 1“' ";f “: - 7%,; ; - -
’ 2._cf Note No 2 .on p 4.» '7*5‘ftft',.~'f“<~ !_ﬁ[w e



out of a simile.

Now, this figure 6f_spee¢h has a special significance
and importance in a literary work. Due to its elésticity
and a wide range of reference as far as phe standards of
comparison are concerned, it gives a lot of information,
besides being a literary piece of beauty and art. It gives.
a sort of é picture of ﬁhe things which it describes and as
a sum~total of all such similes, we can visualise a sort of
a picture of the society and age ¢o which a particular work
belongs. If the work is really important, the information

given by the similes is really valusble.

‘ In fhe literature of the world, some works have proved
themselves to be of supreme importance and they enjo& a unigue
position due to their intrinsic merits and literary “m'-:au’sy.’~
Their study, done from ény engle gives wonderful results.

The world Ean Yeally be proud of the works of the master
creators who have presented the fruits of their genius to the
people at large. Thus the works of valmiki, Vy8sa, Homer,

~ Dente, Virgil, Kélidééa, Shakespeare and Tagore can be
considered as our international possessions..

e It is this importance and unique place enjoyed by
these works, thét has led the seeckers of knowledge to under-

take their study.

V&lmiki's Ram3yana is considered as a Mah@kdvya par
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excéllance, as far as the Indian 1itefature is eohéerneq
Being a llterary work, 1% 1s fully endowea with beauty and.
charm, lee other poets, Valmlkl has used many figures of -
speech. But hlS use of the similes is really qulte strking
and noteworthy. Hls work- 1s an epic and as such he had an
‘ample scope to use this Alankara. :

A/stu&y 6f:the'similes employed by Valmiki may yield
some good and important results. Such a study on the other
*Great Epic of India’ - viz. MahBbharata, has 5een5alr§ady
done by schoglars like Prof. E.W.Hopkins and others. Frof.‘
S.N.Gajendragadkar of,thé Wilson College, Bémbay has done a
'valuzble work on the 'Si%}les iﬁ the Mahébhﬁrata'.»A similar
study ddng with regaré'to the other epic namely the Ramayana
may also be a welcome attémpf; as it aad not beeﬁ unde{;ﬁaken

upt:z.lﬂnow.

-

-

_ Some\work’on the imagery of the REu&yana had been
" done by Prof. K.A.Subrahimanya Iyer of the Lucknow university
Yet = stua& of tha-siiilg&in the Ramayana, considering all
their implications and ofher aspects like literary beauty,
range of reference, theif being a source of information and

_ such other points mlght be Worégﬂggging. I chose. to undertake
such. an 1nvest1gatzon of the smmlles in the Ramayana to be

. guite 1nﬁerest1ng. So I have collected all such similes which

have literary merits and -beauty and tried to give a 1iterary

and critical appreciaﬁion of them. The information yielded by

4
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these similes provetho be'imoortant from the cultural aﬁd
social -points of v1ew, and 80 a chapter has been devoted for
discussing the cultuxal and SOClal condltloqs prevalent in
the age of the Ramayaqa and reflected in the<31m11es. The
Rémayaqa, being an epic,. has iﬁflqenced the aufhors belénging
fq the classicél'period of the Senskrit literature. So a étudy
of such. influence résuit;ng in parallelism of ideas,timagery
énd-expréssidn_has also been giyén‘in thé presept work. The
‘simileS*in the ﬁémgjéna yield somé inforiation regarding the
‘author also, ‘and 80 a separate ohapter about the. author, ‘his
personallty, h1s fleld of obserVatlon, hls knowledve etc., has
also been 1ncluded in my work. There are yet some important
" problems regardlng the eplc - llke its date, 1ts .genuine )
: portlons and 1nterpolat10ns etec. But as they seemed to be be~
. yondthe scoPe of my subaect I have not touched them H yet I
nave trled to show the bearlné of the 31m11es on such problems.
I have 31mply tried to glve a stuoy of the 31mlles propur, 1n )
'the Ramayana &nd while . proceedlng wmth my pronlem I have
:trled to concentrate my attentlon on the s1m11es and thelr
study from various aspects. Durlng the whole course .of my
- study, the- 51m11es 1n thls eplc have vlven me an 1naescrlbable
joy and I present thls work as a trloute to the great persona—
llty and matchless genlﬁg of the AdlkaVl. As the text of the
‘Crltlcal Bdltlon of the Ramayana whlch is belng puhllshed by

the Orlental Instltute, Baroda is not completed ‘I have chosen

,the edltlon of “the Valmlkl-Ramayana, publlshed by the Pandlt
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Pustakalaya of Banaras. So the references to the Ramayana are
accordlng to thls edltlon of the baré-text of the Ramayana.
Slmllarly the references to the Mahabharata are according

to the edition of the bare text of the Mahzbharata publlshed

by the Gltapress of Gorakhpur. g T .

I feel, it is my first and foremost éuiy tofexpreéé
a deep and heart-felt sense’of’gratitude,.reversence,and
indebtedness to my venerable Guru, Prof G.H.Bhatt., M.A.
I also thank Principal C.C. Shah M. Sc., Sheth P.T. Arts and

s

Science College, Godhra, for helping me in procuring some rare

books useful for mj work and for showing a deép and selfless

~

inteyest in my work right from the time when I first came

into his contact.:

-

1Zastly, I should never forget to thank all‘those
scholars, friends and relatives, including my wife, Afruna,
- who' have hélped ﬁe in all péssible‘ways fgr bringing my work
Fo its completion. My ;hdgbtedness to them cannot be described

K

) .
by mere words.
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Godhra. . . - -’ M.M.Pathak.



