ST ATEMENT No. 1.

-

-HOW THE PRES&NT WORK TENDS TO THE GWNERAL EDVANCEMENT OF
KNOWLEDGE.
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The Ramayana has been famous as a Mahakavya. . It is an

‘ outstanding llterary work reconnlsed as such and it has its
important place in the literature of the world. Its influence
on the Indian literature and common people of India is too
obvious to be described. Several text editipns-of the epic
originalij.composed by,Vélmzki have been brought out and-
much has been written as a resuit of studies done from various
asPects.lA study of its imagery has also been done in some
respects. Still a complete stady of a particular\figufe of
Speech employed by the author of the Ramayana is not under-’
taken as yet. It belnﬂ a llterary work, the author has used
Avarlous‘AlankaraS in it. But his use of the similes is quite
prominent and striking. A‘comﬁlete work*onffhe similes in/

the Ramaysna had not been done. Thus it is an untrodden path
and nothing:has been done systematically and scientifically.

A good deal éf'information can be derived from\the similes
;hlch have almost spread over the whole of the eplc and which
have made the work of the Adikavi a real masternplece of
llterary beauty and art. Hence the study of the 31m11es in the
iRamayana - one of the landmarks in the history of Indian
literature, which dlscusses all the points connected with them
from different perspectives and which also gives a clear
picture .of the literary arf‘and7which\expléits fully-all the

information yielded by these similes, is presented here as an

i



‘ZAhumbleicontfieution tdzthe study of Aﬁeieninindian litefafure,

In thls werk I have trled to trace the orlgln and

>development of the flguratlve uee of language. I have shown
%:the development of the 51m11es and thelr 1mportance as far

. as the éanskrlt llterature is concerned. A eomplete llterary-

e and crltlcal a@preelatlon of the 51m11es 1n the Ramayana has

-been glven in thls work. I have also taken all the ev1dences .
giving 1nformatlon regardlng the soc1al-and eultural condltlons
as- reflecteé in-the s1m11ee of thls eplc. A comparatlve study
' of the 81m11es in ‘the- Ramayana as well as. the Mahabharata has
also ‘been’ glven 1n thls work T have also trled to show the
extent of . the 1nfluence of the elmlles of the Ramayana on the
authors belonblng to . the period of the cla681oal Sanskrlt :
.11terature- -and have dlecuesed the parallel passages. Moreover
I have glven all the 1nformat10n whlch coula be had from my
,study, relylng on the ev1dences furnlshed by the 31m11es whloh
:9are scattered from tne beglnlnw to the. end of thls lonp ep10.
.. On. perusal of the syﬁop31s submltted by me- the readers Wlll
,be able to have a olear 1dea of the subaect~matter of the
' the81s whlch presenus a complete and systematlc study on the
31m11es 1n the Ramayana. ' ‘ A h

‘ It is. in thls way that my humble work tends to’ the

ftgeneral aGVaneement of knowledae.,

M.M.PATHAK.



STATEMENT NO. 2.

SOURCES, INDEBTEDNESS & ORIGINALITY

In the preparation of the present work, I fully
drew upon all the aveilsble printed literature in meny
lenguages. Acknowledgement has been made .at’ several places
ht

" and a complete bibliography of the works consulted, has

also been attaehed.

I have made an exhai%tive and complete collection of

- the 31m11es in the Ramayana, and have slso gathered an equal

‘ number of smmlles from the Nahabharata. I have trled to present
the study of the 51mlles 1n the’ Ramayana from Varlous aspects

and have also glven separately a comparatlve study of the
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evzdences c%lled from both the eplcs.
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' I have made an extensive use of the libraries of the
4V P. Mahav1dyalaya and Saréar Vallabhbhai Vldyaplth Vallabh-
' Vldyanagar, Oriental Instltute‘and Shrimati Hansa Mehta
'UﬁiVersify Library, Baroda, and‘Sheth*P.T.Arts and Science
‘College, Godhra. Thus I have géthéred'the material from all

gvailsble sources and made use of 1% in the present work.

M.M.PATHAK,

Ve



