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CHAPTSR VIII
A RESUNE

So fér‘as spread of secondary education in Kaira
" district is coneernéd'we could observe that it 84 highly
confined to Charotar (Anand, Nadlad, Petlaa and Borsad
‘talukas) and. to the upper castes v1z., Brahmlns, Baniyas
and Patidars. We saw that this pattern of secondary
educatzon 1n Kaira dlstrzct is not an accldent but some
factors of the soclal_surroundlng are re3ponslb1e for
v.‘:the same. Befter_soil‘structﬁré éndﬁirrigation facilities.
tand better rallway and road transport raclli ies afforded
to the ‘Charotar area nigher ecanamlc oPDortunlﬁies which ‘
t0ld upon the hab1tatlon as we saw that density of populatlion
| per square mlle and the number of towns is much higher in
nCharotar than in other parts of thls dlstrlct. As a resuly,
the number ot apper castes people 1s more in Charotar than
in the remalnzng part of the dlstrlct, though in total
populatlon of Charotar they are nnmerlcally 1n a minoribty
:and in the total populatlon of the dlstrict, thezr number

Vls even smaller. '

s
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As 0 % of the populatlon of thls district con31sts
of Hlndus, the tradltlonal ‘social structure of a Hindu society
centred round the caste system has governed the spread of
secondary educatlon in #hls dlstrlot. Brahmlns, Baniyas and
Patidars are the uppe:-castés Hindus of this letrlct who
have been enjoying higher social status since long.
| During the British rule, formal educatlon systen got
a soclal status and after the independence of India in 1947,
its soclal status has much 1ncreased as the avenues for
governmental and other whlte collar jobs have increased. In
tne changed polluical and soclal situations, it became a
necessity for the upper castes to maintain their higher
soclal status. Thus, tbe demand for secondany education has .

malnly grown among the upper castes, as. thay cannot do

" without it, if tney want t0 maintain their superior socisl

“status. At the same txme, people of‘these upper castes
" have been largely . able to satlsfy this demand, as they

: are economlcally better ofi 1n ccmparison to the rest of
the populatlon becanse a 1arge number of them belong to
Charatar and econamlcally advantageous occupations are
malnly conflned to these unper castes,

8o far as the growth of secondany educatlon and some
‘asPects of the school system.V1z., types of schools,
managements, currlculum etc., are concerned, we observed
tthat polmtzcal and economlcal factors have lgrgely shaped
’l.ﬂthem. Begmnlng of secondary education in this disgtrict,
as in other parts of the countny owes to Britlsh‘ruler's

edncatlonal policy and tne currlculum was anranged accordlng
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to éhé needé oé the Britisb.r&lers; As the British rulers
made a pollcy to refrain from runnlnm secondary schools

vdlreculy, the vrowth and development of secondary education
‘depended upon, malnly the efforts of the people and the
upper castes tqpk tne ‘lead. Seaanq.world war changed bthe
"ecoédﬁié conditién ofﬂbhe district és“a whole and particularly
- that of Ghé.I'Ot;ar, fOr'the beﬁter, which fécilitated the
~growhh of secondany educatlon. After the indepmndence i.e.
after 1947, the llberal pollcy of the Government towards
educatlon provmded‘momentum o the develqpment of secondary
educatlon. With the changg 1n_Government, there is a change
in ourriculumAand'aﬁtention has been given to vocational
education. Though political and economical factors have
.thus worked upon. the secondary educatlon, 1t is significant
to note that caste aystem has played an 1mportant role.
. From the. beglnnlng, upper castes bave taken a lead in
establlshlng and runnlng secondany schools. Almogt agll
' the managements are composed of upper castes and among tham
a large majority is thagt of Patldanswho are numerlcally
'gréatér than the otnsr:twaugper_casﬁes and economically

also ‘they are generally better off ﬁnAn the ‘other two

- . upper castes, In the appomntment of . teachers very often

1likes and dlsllkes of these upper castes wcrk.

- But our main obgect J® behind the 1nqu1ry is .to
- bbSéfve the ngh School students. Our observation af them
80 far as the:r caste is concerned, reveals that a very large

‘number of them belongs to the three upper castes v1z.,

- Brahm:.ns Baniyas and m?at’na\avs

It has been observed that’ along with caste, rural-urban
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habltatlon, educatzon and occapatlons of the guardians are
also 51gn1xlcant determlnax&s the gtudent's entrance to
the secqndany educabtion. A large majority qf the popukation
(72%§'is resiéent ot rural area, but iﬁ the compositiqn of
High School students ppe‘bercenﬁage of the students
belonging to rufalwareavis 44, A large majority of Ghe
population ié illitefgte, but the number of students whose
: guérdiansyare illiteraté is‘very small. About 71 % population
"in this district is dependent upon agriculbure, but in
our inguiry it has been found that only 34.2% students
‘ belong to this occqpational.gfoup:

 In observing the age of the students.ﬁe Tfound that
a very lafgé‘majority of the students belong to 1é £0 18
yeé:cs of ag‘é. It has been founa that average age of the
students belonglng to the upper castes ls nofably lower
than those of +he sociglly backward groups viz. Baraiyas
Harijans and other bekkward castes. In observing the civil
gondition of tpe students, we could see that caste has
played its role, Though not éignifiéant in upper castes
but nobable in case of Baraiyas, Harijans and other backward
castes. Observing some socipgraphic features of the
studenté under the inqﬁiry, we found that guardian's
education is higher in upper castes than in case of the
)r'est of the students. Whétever‘meagre higher esducabion
is tﬁere émong the gréndfathers, it is solely confined to
the upper casbes. |
A ObserV1ng the studnntin the family, we: fmund that a

‘ large numbe magjority of the students partlclpate in the
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work around home. But the nabure of the work that they do,
has a significant relationéhip with the occupation of the
family. Most of the students do the work volunbarilyA and
without finding it irksome. Again they do it not out of the
fear of conssquences but with a sense of duby to help the
family and out of the feeling for the family. Further, a
large majority of the students write that they like their
homes. The above reveal abttachment of. the students btof
their family. Students have a relstion of love with btheir
gusrdiané and they can speak as freely with them as with
other members of the family. We can thﬁs see that so far
a8 lnterpersonal relationsbip of the student with the Head
of‘the family is concerned, it is not authoritapian,

Our dbservation‘ofythe (study) quality of the studenbs
showed that in the upper castes the percentage of good
students is more than the same, With the rest of the cagtes
exca?t Harijans and other backward castes students. In the
seme way perced tage of backward students is comparatively
very less in the uppe? castes than among the rest of the
castes except Habijans and other backwérd castes. 1In
Harijans and other backwgrd castes students, an addibtional
factor of 1losing gﬁvernment freeship might have made the
students work which might have told onn the quality of the
studéﬁts.

Along with caste, the quality of the student is
related o a certain extent to Lthe rural-urban residence,
education and occupation of the gaarﬁian and the econonic

condition of the family;
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A large majority of bths students like Gheir native \
place and most of the students who dislike their native place
have a disliking mainly for lack of civic amenities and
adverse social atmosphere in their nabtive place. Though a
congsiderable majority of the students like a village life,
vyet while the question of dwelling is ¢oncerned,fthe number
.1s not so high. It is significant to note that nearly one-
fourth of the students have shown their preference for both
village and city. It was observed that in big towas (towns
having a population of 20,000 and more) the preference of
the sbtudents for dwélling in city is high while in the rursl
area, the preference for dwelling in village is high. It
could be observed that those who preferred dwelling in a
city, would like to dwell in big cities like Bombay and
Abmedgbad. '

Under the impact of education, Narge number of
students have moved away from the traditional norms of
thinking and behaviour and have acquired a new pattern, which
they think as advanced than that of their parents. In ruragl
area, the proportion of the students thinking that they are
\/adVances. in culture than their parents is greater than in

the urban area. This difference in ideology mgy bring
disorganigation in family by challenging parental authority
in future. But it may not affect the family seriously, as
the studentds attachment to his family is strong.

A large majoribty of the students like the occupations
of their guardians. 3But in actual practice a large number
of them would like to follpw business, service or enlightened

professions. Comparing the guardian's occupation rtd the
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ocquétion_thaf the étu&ept~wou1d like to follow, we £ind
thet there. ié a tendency amﬁng the students belonging to
those occupations wha.ch have low soc:.al status and which
are economlcally not advantageous, to sw1tch over from
these occupations of their glardians to those which have
hlgher socidl and economic status possibilities. However,
caste and rural—urban residence ‘of the students are redated
wlth t he student's ch01ce of ‘the occupation.

" As regards future plan of the student after passing
: the secondary scbool certlflcate axamlnatlon, a large
.aumber of students 1ntend to study further. For getting
p031tlons -of power and econammc and socigl status, ééaeatiaa
‘aa& seadxl sﬁa@as, educatlon upto S.8.C. Bxamination is
now nct enougb._ It may be due to this that a large number
" of students want to prosecute further study. Bubt it has
beeg.dbsgrved that the number of students ;ntending to
étgdy«furtﬁer after passing S.8.C. ‘Examination is
significantlyfﬁigher‘in the case of upper castes in compari-
son to the students of thez:est of the castes. Ohoice of
course that the student intends to follow after S.S.C. has
rekation wlth the quallty of the student.‘-ﬁowever, the
genarai trend of choice is towards-those Iines which have
good econom:c and ‘social- status posszblllties.

A 1arge number of students feel that educatlon has

helped them in maklng 1nte11ectual development and in
“formz.ng good virtues. Thig shows how the student values
thé present‘education.; Sone students are crlblclsed by
parents ‘and’ others, malnly when tbey find the students wealk

progress in. his study.‘ The present'educatlon is eriticised



by the parents, bub the nunber is very small. Tbat the
stuaent is malnly crlthlSed when he shows weak progress
in his study, shows the importance of educatn,on valued by
*the parents.

AS Tegards cinema-hsbit of the students, we found
that most of the students do visit cihemanhouseé, but only
- few of them are clnema-addlct. Most of the students go to
cinema=houses occaszonally and.rarely. Frequency of visibt
- to a cinema~house is related to the.qualiﬁy of the student
and his rural—urban resmdence.

~ Though, it has been' observed tnat the students do
not form fast friendship consciously,Keeplng caste in mind,
yet it has béen found that the students have a very large
number @f ' friends belonging to the same caste or to caste
“which is equal or higher in 'status of the student's caste.
A trend to form frigndship'in the same caste has been found
in all the castes. This shows the students!' caste -

commensuglity in their intimate socilal relationships.

- * *k ’ "k -

In brief, we can say that traditional soéial
structure has acteéd aé a sieve in the spread of secondary
educgtion in Kaira district.' Along with political and
economical factors the traditional social structure is
" largely responsible in mouiding the secondsry school system

that grew and exists in this district. ‘
our observations of the studeﬁt who is an inbegral

part of the education system, in respect of his personal
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features, and in respect of some aspects of his behaviour

and ideoiogy have revealed that caste, rural-urban

,/
habitation, education of the guardian and his occupglion

have more or less significant relation with them.
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