
Chapter II

SBCOMPAKT BDUCAIIOH IN KAIBA DISgBIQI - ITS SOCIAL BACKGROUND 

IMPRODPCTOHr s
In the pre-British period, there was no formal education 

system in India, as it exists to-day. In those days, Brahmins 
had a tradition of education and other castes except the 
backward castes were used to receive some education, as was 
necessary for practical purposes in social life. Backward castes 
(Dhed, Chamar, Bhangi etc. ) were considered as untouchables 
and were prohibited from receiving any education.

With the beginning of the British rule in India, formal 
education system was started and it gradually developed. 
Secondary and higher education got a special social status 
during the British rule and after the independence of India 
in 1947, the status of secondary and higher education has been 
maintained,as persons employed in governmental and in other 
white-collar jobs have been more respected and for getting such 
jobs, secondary and higher education is essential*

Brhhmins, Baniyas and PatidarS constitute the upper 
castes of Kaira District, In the changed political and social
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situations, for the above upper eastes, during the British^ 
rule and thereafter, it became essential to get secondary 
and higher education to maintain their social status,

like the primary and higher education, secondary 
education has been open for all, irrespective of caste and 
community, and with the independence of India i*e. after 1947, 
Government has taken special interest in expansion of education. 
Though, secondary education is open for all and the students 
of backward castes have been given special scholarships by the 
Government, it is possible that the secondary education, may 
be largely confined to the upper castes, as it has become a 
necessity for them to maintain their higher social status.

In the present chapter, we shall examine the spread of 
secondary education in Kaira District. We shall also observe, 
whether secondary education is mostly confined to the upper 
castes and shall explain the spread of secondary education in 
Kaira District, in the light of social background of this 
district*
Spread of Secondary Education in Kaira District s

The following Table Ho. 1 shows the number of secondary ^ 

schools and High-schools in taiukas of Kaira District and in 
rural and urban areas o£ the tal,ukas of Kaira District.

1. Schools providing education from Y th standard to secondary 
school certificate class (XI th class) or in between them, are 
considered as secondary schools..Among them those schools 
which provide education upto pre-secondary school certificate 
class (X th class) and secondary school certificate class are 
considered as High Schools. lor our purpose, only those 
schools which are eligible for sending students for secondary 
school certificate examination, have been considered as High 
Schools, (Those schools imparting education upto XI th &lass) 
throughout the thesis.

2. Sural and urban areas have been taken as mentioned in the Census 
Report of India 1951 • Accordingly, areas having population <£5,000 and more and having certain urban characteristics are 
taken into urban area. But it should be noted that in the

p.t.o.
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Table Ho. 1 3

Humber of secondary schools and High Schools in Talukas arid m 
rural and urban areas of Kaira District.

SSS=SSS==SS3S:T^Si'ef^essMirf-sihBbfsT^sr-bf^Hlis-sgEeoli
Hame of the 
Taluka

% Rural
#
♦

: Urban
••

: Total
•

•
Rural i

•
9

Urban : Total
••

Anand 10 15 25 5 13 18
Hadiad 7 10 17 4 10 14
Petlad 9 7 16 5 6 11
Borsad 9 4 12 3 4 7
Cambay 3 4 7 2 2 5
Matar 6 1 7“ 5 2 1 3
Thasra 2 2 4 * cm• 2 2
Kapadwan&j 3 4 Z -» 4 4
ffiahemdabad 4 2 6 t - 2 2
Balashinor 1 2 3

«
k6
»9 2 2

KAIRA DISTRICT 54 49 105 i 21 47 69
% in Kaira 

District
(52.5) (47.5) (100) s (31) (69) (100)

She above Table Ho.1 shows that 52.5 % secondary schools 

are situated in the rural area, while the percentage for the 

same in urban area is 47.5* The above table also reveals that 
only 51 % High Schools are located in the rural area, though 

the percentage of secondary schools is higher in it. This 

shows that a very large majority of High Schools are located 

in urban area.
The total population of Kaira District according to

the census report of 1951, 1® i#612,426V There are 58 towns • v
(continued) Census Report, places viz., Hapad^rTalpad,
Atarsumba and Virpur have been included in Urban area, though 
their population is less than 5»000 persons each.
5* Humber of High Schools represents the year 1958-59 and 

the number of secondary schools is based on March 1959 
figures.
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in this district, while the number of Tillages in the district
is 946* 28 % of the total population belongs to urban
residence and 72 % resides in rural area*

Observing Table No.1 in light of the above, we can
say that secondary education and particularly High School
education is very largely confined to the urban area.

inand, Nadi ad, Petlad and Borsad talukas taken together
are popularly known as Oharotar* (Henceforth, we shall use -VKkS 
%ot

the above four talukas taken together) If we examine the 
number of secondary schools and High schools of Oharotar and 
compare them with the remaining part (remaining six talukas) 
of Kaira District, as shown in the following Table No*2*

Table No* 2 1

Number of secondary schools and High Schools in Oharotar and 
in remaining carts of Kaira District ;

Region |No.of Secondary SchoolsjNo, of High Schools 
iRural ; Urban » Total ; ‘ Rural : Urban : Total1

Oharotar 55 2 54 69 17 55 50

Remaining part of
(3m ( 55 %) (67%) (25%) (48*5%)(75*5%

Kaira District 19 15 34 4 14 18
(18.5%) (14.5%) (55% ) (6 %) (20 *5%) (26.5%)

Kaira District 54 49 103 21 47 68
% in Kaira District(52.5%) (47.5%) (100%) (51%) (69% ) (100%)

_ —.——_.
mm— MM* MMMi MM. MM*MMft «*MM)

We find that 67% secondary schools and 73*5 % High 
Schools are located in Oharotar and only 33 % secondary schools 
and 26*5 % High Schools are situated, in the remaining aijc . r, .

1. Figures indicate the year as in Table No* 1
2* Percentage in the bracket indicates percentage to the

total secondary schools and High Schools of Kaira District*
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talukas of Kaira District. Examining percentages of secondary 
schools and. High. Schools in the rural and urban areas of 
Charotar, we find that they are 34 (secondary schools) and 
25 (High Schools) and 33 (secondary schools) and 4-8.5 (High 
Schools) respectively. In case of remaining part of Kaira 
District, we find that in the rural area the percentage of 
secondary schools and High Schools are 18.5 and 6 respectively, 
and in case of urban area percentages of secondary schools 
and High Schools are 14.5 and 20.5 respectively* This shows 
that preportion of secondary schools and High Schools is 
higher in rural and urban areas of Charotar than that of the 
rural and urban areas of the remaining part of Kaira District. 
It is to be noted that even the percentages of secondary 
schools and High Schools in rural area of Charotar are greater 
than those in urban area of the remaining part of Kaira 
District.

If we examine the number of male and female students 
learning in secondary schools situated in rural and urban 
areas of Charotar and remaining part of Kaira District, as 
shown in the following table No.5 :
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Table Ho. 5 *

Boys and Girls learning in Roral/Urbaa area schools of 
Charotar and remaining Part ofKaire District.

Name of the 
Region.

s Rut al/Urb an: No. of 
: sBovs

:No. of 
s Girls

s Total
••

Charotar Rural area 4386
Urban area 10381

912
2661

5298
13042

i
(Total) (14767) (61$) 4

A
(3573) (15%) ( 18340) (76$

Remaining part Rural area 972
of Kaira Urban area 3867

65
687

1037
4554-

District; (Total) (4839) (21%) ( 752) ( 3® (5591) (24%)

KURA DISTRICT Rural urban 19606 
areas tagse 
together

4325 23951

% in Kaira 
District « (82%) (18%) (100%;

We find that in this district, 82 % students are

male while the percentage of female students is only 18. This 

shows that both in Charotar send in the remaining part of 

Kaira District, proportion of female students receiving 

secondary education is very low. It should be noted that 

in Charotar the percentage of female students is 15, while 
in the remaining part of Kaira district, it is only 5. 

Further, it can be observed from the above table, that in 

urfean areas of Charotar and the remaining part of Kaira 

District, numbers of male and female students ere higher then 

those of the rural areas1. The above table further shows 
that 76 % students learn in secondary schools situated in

* Figures received from Education Inspector’s Office, Kaira 
. District. The figures were collected by Education Inspector’s 

Office, from Secondary Schools providing education upto Xth 
and XI th standards. e

** Percentage in the bracket indicate per$ent£age to the 
total students of Kaira District.
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Charotar. This shows that secondary education is largely 

confined to Charotar and to males.

The following Table No.4- shows that even in Charotar, 

Anand and Nadiad talukas have higher number of male and 

female students in secondary schools than those of the 

two other talukas (Petlad and Borsad) of Chaco bar.

Table No. 4- *

No. of Boys and Girls learning in Rural/Urban 
area of the talukas of Charotar.

Name of ! .Rural Area I Urban Area♦Rural&Urban agggbiPe(^
Taluka 'Boys:

•
Girls: Total: Boys: Girls: Total: Boys : Girls : Total

Anand 14-72 265 1737 3642 846 4488 5114 1111 6225

Nadiad' 1000 1219 3109 1009 4118 4109 1228 5337

Petlad 1007 260 1267 2148 557 2705 3155 817 3972

Borsad . 9P7, . . 1.68 . 1075, . .1,4-82 ,, ,24-9, , ,1731 2389 , 4-/17 280.6, , ,.

Total 4386 912 5298 10381 2661 13042 14767 ”""3573' 18340

Prom the above Table 4- it can be seen that out of 

18340 students of Charotar, 9223 boy-students (30%) and 

2339 (about 13%) girl students belong to secondary schools 

situated in Anand and Nadiad Talukas of Charotar. The 

table again shows that so far as number of students in 

rural area is concerned, there is no significant difference 

between Anand and Nadiad on one hand and the remaining two 

talukas of Charotar on the other hand. . But, in the case 

of urban area, we find a significant difference, as out of ' 

* Source same as in Table No,3



10.381* * boy students learning in secondary schools As 
situated in urban area of Oharotar, 6751 boy students 
(65 %) and out of 2661 girl students, 1855 (nearly 70 %) 
girl students, belong to schools situated in urban area 
of Anahd and Hadiad talukas. -

There are local and non-lodal: students in secondary 
schools of Kaira district. But the following Table Ho.5 
shows that the number of non-local girl students is 
negligible*

Table ' Ho. 5 *

Local and non-local Boys and Girls learning 
in Secondary schools of Kaira District.

24

Loc al/Hon-loc al: Ho.of Boys s Ho. of Girls t Total

Local
- „ ** c % >

. 16505 
( 62.5 %)

3627
X1.3.5 % ) .

20122
. .( .76 ® . .

Hon—local
».» ( '%), , ,

6155
X .25.2%)

199
X . .8 % ). .

6554 
( 24%)

Total of local 
and non-local. ,
,, ( % )

22640
, ( 85.7 %)

5826
(14.5$)

26466 
( 100 %)

The above table shows that a very large number of
students (76 %) are local but . among them the number of girl
students is very small (13.5%). The above table, again
shows that 24 % students are non-local and among them only
* .Charotar Sarvasangrah. All schools teaching from ?th 

standard to XI feh standard or in between them have been 
taken into consideration.

** rPercentage to the total students of Kaira district.
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.8 % are girl students. This shows that in a district as a 

whole, the proportion of non-local students is small and 

among them the number of girl students is very small*

We have no separate figures of non-local students 
belonging to secondary schools situated in urban area of 

Kaira district, but the following Table Ho.6 reveals that in 

the rural area of Kaira district the number of non-local 

students is, considerable^ .

Table Ho. 6 *

Ho. of local and non-local students at rural 

areas in talukas of Kaira district

Name of Taluka sLocal
• ,•

students:
••
Hon-loeal students .Total of local 8s

;Hon-localstudent
•

: Boys : &i!rls:: Boys Girls : Bovs : Girls

Anand ■
82& 245 644 20 1472 265

Hadiad ' 639 217 , 361 • X. 1000 219
Petlad .627 234 380 , 26 1007 260
Borsad ' .575 162 33,2 6 907 168
Cambay 166 21 307 mm 473 21
Matar 120 30 154 4 274 34
Thasra — . - ■ - - awa -
Kapadwanaj 33 - 25 - 56 -
Hahemdabad 101 . 9 68 1 169 10
Balashinor 4- - - W * • t .

imm' * 'm>J •* V • w '

Total 3087 913 2271 59 5358 977

from the above table, it can be seen.that out of 6335 
students (5353 boys and 977 girls) 2330 students .(2271 boys 

and 59 girls) i.e. about 37 % are non-local and almost all of.
them are boys (non-local girl students are even less than 1 %).

This shows that t hough the number of' non-local. students is- ' ■ ■
* figures received from Education Inspector*s Office, Kaira 

District. The figures were collected by Education Inspector’s 
Office, from secondary schools providing education upto 2 th 
said 21th standards.
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Anand 
Nadiad 
Petlad 
Borsad . 
Cambay
Matar 
Thasra 
Napadwand 

■ Mahemdabad.

considerable in. secondary schools situated in the rural-area, 

proportion of non-local girl-students in these schools is 

negligible. ' 1.

Ihe table.again shows that out of 5358 male students 

2271 are .non-local, while in case of female students out of 

977,' only 59 are non-local. This shows that in case of females, ^ 

secondary education is highly confined to local female students.

Table No. 5 and the above Table No..6 observed together 

will show that the number of non-local students is, more in 

rural area than that of the urban area. (As we have observed 

in Table No.5 that the percentage of non-local students in 

rural and urban areas of Naira district, together is about 24, 

while TalxLe No.6 shows that in-rural area the percentage of 

non-local students is about 37*),

If we examine the social groups composing the secondary 

school students as shown in the following Table No.7 :

Table No. 7 *

- Number of students in talukas of Naira 
district according to social groups.

Marne of TalukasAdvan-sinter- s Back-: ‘Muslims:Others: Total
s-ced, : mediate: ward s^ian * * !

TOTAL 14979 3051 892 246 705 372 20245
: : - - - :_______________ • .(M -

* Figures were collected by the writer, from all. High Schools 
. (Except girb.High Schools 4 in number) of Naira district in 

the year 1954-55* '
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We find that out of 20245 students, 14979 students 
(i.e. about 74 % students) belong to advanced castes, faking, 

advanced intermediate and backward castes as Hindus, vre find 
that 18922 students (i.e. about 93*5 % students) are Hindus*

- . Total population of Kaira district is 1612426 persons^,

and out of them 1430536 are Hindus (i.e. about 88*7 %). But 

in the secondary education their proportion is higher, as 
about 93*5 %' students are Hindus. This shows that secondary 

education is largely confined to Hindus and there too, among 
the advanced castes. As, Brah&ins, Baniyas and Patidars 

constitute advanced castes in the case of Kaira district, 
we can say that secondary education in Kaira district, is 

chiefly, confined to those three castes.
Number of students under the present inquiry, according 

to caste also confirms the above statement. 580 students 
belonging to pre-S.S.C. (Xth) and S.S.O. (Hth) classes of 

the High Schools of Kaira district and selected by alphabetical 
order of castes are socially composed as under, as shown in 
Table No. 8.

Table No. 8
Social composition of students of the present inquiry

BrahminsBaniya:Patidar:BaraiyasMuslims®aS:kw.ardJArtisanj Oth j Total 
I • 5 j i * Harigan! sers *

90 84 250 22 19 35. 55 24 580
(15*5%)(14.5%) ( 43 %) (4%) ( 3*3%) ( 6 %) (9.6%) (4.1?S)(100%)

The,above table shows that 73 % students belong to 
Brahmin, Baniya and Patidar castes and among them the proportion 
of Patidars is the highest (43 %).- '

In Kaira district, nearly 60 % population belongs to
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Barajya- caste. But the above table No.8 shows that out of 

580 students, only 24 students (only 4 %) belong to Bariya 

caste. This shows that Baraiyas is the most backward group 

in taking to secondary school education. The above tabled 

also shows that in. comparison to Brahmins and Baniyas, the 

number of Patidar students is far greater. But it should be 

noted that the, population of Patidar in Eaira district is 

nearly 2 lakhs whereas that of Brahmins and Baniyas is far 

less. The population of Baniyas and Brahmin to-gether would 

be less, than 1. lakhe

General observations based on the tables (Table No,1 to 8) 

we examined t

The tables we examined show the following in general 

as regards the spread, of secondary education in Kaira district.

(1) The number of secondary schools and students is much 

higher in Charotar (Anand, Nadiad, Petlad and Borsad talukas) 

than in the remaining six talukas of Kaira district.

(2) Considering the rural and urban population of Kaira 

district, we can say that proportionately secondary schools 

are more in urban than in rural area, and in case of High 

Schools, there is a much more concentration in urban area.

(5) , Secondary schools located in rural area are more in

number in Charotar, than in rural area.of the remaining part 

of Eaira district.

(4) The number of girl-students taking secondary education 

is very low and there too, in rural area, the proportion is 

much lower as compared to boy-students.

(5) About 76 % students are local. Proportion of .non-local 

students is, more in secondary schools situated in rural area.

Most of the girl-students are local, the number of non-local gi*i 

students being very small*



(6) A very large majority of the students (93»5$) are 

Hindus. But among Hindus secondary education is highly confined 

to advanced castes viz. Brahmins, Baniyas and Patidars.

(7) Baraiyas is the most-backward caste, so far as taking 

of secondary education is concerned.

The above statements, in brief, sh'ow/£ that secondary 

education in Kaira district, ^is highly concentrated in 

Gharotar and in urban area, further, they show that secondary 

education in' this district is chiefly confined to upper caste 

Hindus (Brahmins, Baniyas and Patidars) -and males. Hence, our 

previous assumption (mentioned in the beginning of this 

Chapter) that, secondary education in this district may be 

chiefly confined to Brahmins, Baniyas and Patidars is belie 

confirmed.

Why is there concentration of secondary education in 

urban-area and in Gharotar ? Why is secondary education 

chiefly confined to the upper castes,' though it is open to 

all castes and communities ? How is it that secondary 

education is very largely confined to males ?

Education system Is, a part of the social system and 

we shall now show how the above facts are explained by the 

social set up.

Soc ial set up of Kaira district : *

Social surrounding is related to the physical 

.background of the region. Hence let us examine some physical 

aspects of Kaira district, first,..

* A good deal'of information about, physical and social 
. surroundings of Kaira district are based on Gharotar 

, Sarvasangraha.
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location, Temperature and Rainfall :

Eaira district is situated in the state of Gujarat,
It is in the middle of this state between 22°7* to 23°18* H. 

and 72°15’ to 73037' E. It is bounded on the last and 

South by the river Mahi, On the West, the river Sabarmati 
firms the boundary from Matar taluk a onward,

The district is situated in the temperate zone. Hence, 

proportion of heat and cold, on the whole is suitable. So 

far as climate is concerned, the year can be divided into 

three seasons. From Hewember to February, there is winter, 

from March to June, it is summer and from July to October, 

it is monsoon. The. popular notion that the climate of this 
districtf is conducive to health, isj&ght in this way. The 

average temperature of the year in this district is

82’, but in winter it goes down as 60*. or even 43* and in 

summer, it goes as high as 100’ to 116f , Hence, too much 

heat and cold are also experienced in this district. From 

the point of view of agriculture, on the whole, the climate 

is suitable to fibod-grains and cash crops like tobacco, 

cotton, oil-seeds, lemon-plants and vegetables.

In this district, generally the rainfull is between 
30^ to 4©M. But this is vary uncertain,* During the last 9 

years, the highest record is of 76”, while the lowest is of 

8", This shows a good deal of uncertainty of rainfall in the 

district.

In order to meet with vagaries of rain, a number of 

wells have been constructed .in different talukas. of this,

# Oharotar Sarvasangraha
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district. Water pumps run by oil engines and electric motor 

pumps, have been installed on wells for irrigation purpose#

But this sort of lift irrigation is mainly in .Charotar. In 

some pants of Matar and Mahemdabad talukas, Mesbvo-Canal water . 

is used for paddy cultivation. In Thasra and Kapadwanaj 

talukas, where cotton is the main cash-crop, vagaries of 

rainfall are less harmful.

Soil structure and crons ;

The district has mainly an alluvial soil, composed of 
deposition of rivers Mahi, Shedhi, Ileshvo and TFatrak. Major 

part of the land of Kaira district, is of Goradu type which 

is rich in fertility. There is also middle black soil in 

the district. This sort of land is suitable for wheat and 

paddy. Black soil of Thasra and Kapadwanaj talukas is good 

for cotton cultivation. Goradu type soil of Kaira district 

has a good water sucking capacity, and is free from harmful 

elements of soil. Both, for food grains and cash crops, 

this type of dietsiet soil is best suited. Kaira district, 

therefore, was well known in the Bombay State for its fertile 

Goradu soil.

. From the point of view of soil, structure, the district 

can be divided into three parts (1) Mai, (2) Charotar and 

(3) Bhal. Major portion of Kapadwanaj and Thasra talukas 

consist of Mai. Mai has a rich black soil. But until 1920, 

most of the land in Kapadwanaj and Thasra talukas, remained 

uncultivated, ifterwards, as it was learnt that the land could 

be used for the cultivation of cotton, special attention has 

been focussed in that direction.
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Proper Gharotar consists of four talukas viz. Anand, 

Uadi ad, Petlad and Borsad. proportion of Goradu type of 

land is much more in Charotar than in the remaining part, of 

Kaira district. But even in Gharotar, the soil of Anand and 

Borsad talukas is richer in fertility ( on account of the 

higher deposition of the river Mahi ) than that of Hadiad 

and Petlad talukas. It is to he noted that about 95 % land 

of Gharotar is,of Goradu type, rich in fertility. Main 

cash crop of Gharotar is. tobacco, which is suitable only to 

Goradu'type of soil. Most of. the tobacco cultivation of Kaira 

district is cohcentrated in Gharotar. In comparison to other 

part of Kaira district, as there is better irrigation 

facility, various types of vegetables and plantations of 

lemon, banns, etc. are also found in certain places of 

Gharotar. Hence Gharotar is better placed in agriculture, on 

account of better soil structure and irrigation facilities.

The land of Mahemdabad taluka is not so fertile as 

that of Gharotar. Soil of this taluka is mainly composed of 

mud of the rivers Yatrak and Meshvo., which are very small. 

Though mad or part of the soil of this taluka consists of 

Goradu type, yet it is much less fertile than that of 

Gharotar. Pood-grains is the chief crop of this taluka*

■ Cambay and'Matar talukas can be named, as Bhal region. 

Bhal has a speciality for wheat cultivation. Some part of 

Matar taluka, is known as Daskoshi, which is very much 

suitable for paddy. -The soil of Cambay taluka is much low in 

fertility. Though waters of Kaira district rivers reach the 

sea by passing .through boundaries of this taluka, the soil 

is not sufficiently fertile, as the fertile mud of the rivers 

has been deposited elsewhere in the district. Moreover, mador
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part of this taluka is situated on a downward level. During 

monsoon, it is difficult to cultivate this soil. But this 

land has a good water storing capacity. Hence, this soil is 

highly suitable for wheat. Some land of this taluka has 

remained as waste-land, as there is varying proportion of 

Khar in the soil structure of this taluka. On account of 

the above, there is very little scope of cash crops in Cambay 

taluka. Khar element is also found in considerable amount 

in the middle biacksoil of Matar taluk a* Some portion of 

the land of Matar talula is also low in fertility. Hence, 

in Matar taluka also, there is less scope of eash crops like 

tobacco, as we find in Charotar.

The land of Balashinor taluka is stony. In mador 

portion of this taluka, thought the river Mahi has made the 

land fertile, yet there is no prop®? development of the 

alluvial soil of this taluka.

The above, in brief, shows that on the whole climate, 

rainfall and soil-structure of Kaira district are suitable 

for agriculture. But Charotar is in a superior position, so 

far as agriculture is concerned, than the remaining part of, 

Kaira district, as it has rich Goradu type of land suitable 

to food-grains and cash crops.

Railway :

The contact of this district with other parts of 

Bombay State and India is mainly through Bombay-Abmedabad 

railway line of the Western railways, which runs approximately 

through the middle of the district. The first railway station 

on the mainline is Yasad and the last one is Kanid. The 

distance between the two railway stations is JS miles. On 

the msa«at4»e, Anand and Uadi ad are main junctions. At Anand,
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there are railway lines for Anand-Vadtal; Anand-Csmbay and 
Anand-Godhra. Heme the interior of Anand, Petlad, Borsad, 
Cambay and Thasra talukas Keep their contact of the Bombay- 
Ahmedabad. line through Anand. At Nadiad, there are trains 
for HAdiad-Kapadwanaj and Nadiad-Petlad lines. lor the 
interior of Nadi ad, Matar, Kapadwanad* Mahemdabad and Petlad 
talukas, Nadiad is a convenient centre for main line. Umreth, 
Ode, Bbaled, Dak or, Thasra, Boriavi, Anand, Nadi ad, Mahudha, 
Pid, ¥aso, Petlad, Soditra, Dharmad, Ear, Borsad, Anklav, 
Bhadran, Cambay, Par spur, Mahemdabad, Kapadwanad, Adas and 
Kathlal towns are situated on railway lines. Except Adas, 
in all towns situated on the railway stations, there are 
High Schools. This shows that railway has also, played an 
indirect part in the growth of. secondary education in towns 
and majority of such towns are located in Charotar. Having 
thus observed the physical surrounding of Kaira district, 
we shall now examine some aspects of economic and social 
life of the psople of this district.
Economic and social life of the people :

India is mainly an agricultural country. During 
British rule, industrial development of the country was not 
encouraged, Hence, agriculture has become a means of 
subsistence for most of the population of India. In the 
same way, Kaira district mainly depends upon agriculture, 

.Moreover, as we have seen, climate, rainfall and soil- 
structure of this district,. are well suitable for agriculture. 
The peasantry- of this district on the whole, is industrious 
and hardworking. The physical surrounding has made the 
district more prosperous in comparison with most other 
districts of Gujarat,,-
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In Bombay State (naira district was a part of 

Bombay State until 1st May I960) 66 % of the population is 

dependent upon agriculture. In Kaira district, out of the 

total population of 1612426, 1146651 depend upon agriculture. 

This shows that nearly 71 % of the population of this district 

is dependent upon agriculture. Hence, majority of the 

population live in villages.

The following Table Ho.9 shows urban and rural 

population of this district.

Table Ho. 9 *

Rural and IJrban population in talu&as of Kaira District

Hame of Taluna : Rural 
s Population

: Urban
: Population

: Total
••

Anand 1,27,540 1,24,025 2,51,365

Hadiad 1,46,858 99,612 2,46,470

Petlad 1,50,091 63,742 1,93,833

Borsad 1,84,510 35,424 2,19,934

Cambay 89,445 44,871 1,34,316

Matar 72,309 5,283 77,592

Mahemdabad 92,747 17,336 1,09,953
Thasra 1,05,093 16,776 1,21,869

Kapadwanaj 1,45,899 31,529 1,77,428

Balashinor 62,599 17,067 79,666
Total 11,56,891 4,55,535 16,12,426

(72 %) (28 %) (100 %)

The above table shows that in all talunas of Kaira

district, the number of rural population is higher. In this

* Census Hand-boot: of Kaira District, \^S2>



36

Anand
Nadi ad
Petlad
Borsad
Cambay •
Matar
Thasra
Kapadwanaj
Mahemdabad
Balashinor

260.0 
241.0
183.2
232.4
398.6
222.7 
251.9
379.8
193.4
201.2

Kaira District 2,564.2

district as a whole, 72 % of the total population resides in 

rural area, while only. 28 % population is "Resident of urban 

area, in Anand and Madiad taluk as, the number of urban popular! 

tion is higher than that of the remaining talukas of this 

district. In Thasra, Kapadwanad, Matar and Mahemdabad, the 
number oj| urban population is comparatively low. It should be 

noted that, though urban population is higher in Anand and 

Nadiad talukas in comparison to other talukas, yet excepting 

Anand and Nadiad towns, population residing in other towns of 

these talukas is. chiefly devoted to agriculture. Anand and 

Nadiad are the two main railway junctions situated on the 

Bombay-Ahmedabad railway line, passing from the middle of this 

district. Hence Anand and Nadiad have flourished as trading 

centres. Since back, there have been transport facilities in 

many parts of Charotar than in most other parts of this district.

In addition to better scope of agriculture in Charotar, as we 

previously seen, better transport facilities of this area might 

have also told upon the habitation of the population.

If we examine the following Table No. 10,

Table No.10 *

Density of population in talukas of Kaira district

n.P rn„i ,lV : Area Sq.:No. of ; No.of : Total :"density per
Name o laluka, m^ies ,.towns iVillagesiPonulatiom So. Mile

* Charotar Sarvasangraha.
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rô

O
V

M
-J

* 
vQ

-P
V

n 
v
£>

V
0-

n
3_

\-O
 -F

v
D

V
>I

 c
n-

i
cn

 v
O

-p
? c

o
m

ji
 

vo
 co

-f
e v

>j
cn

cj
i r

o 
cn

cn
cn

 o
ov

oi
vo

 cn
 4

?v
>i

O
vn

v
o

~o
^m

d
 c

o 
O

vo
-v

iv
o 

cn
C

O
V

Jl
'O

l 
Q

oV
jl O

'*

K
M

JM
A

K
N

C
U r- C

M K
\0*J C

M

cn ro C
DO
'* -s
. ro *• IV
> cncnvn co



37

We find that out of 2,564.2 Sq. miles of this district, 

Charotar consists of 916.6 Sq. miles i.e. about 35.5 % of 

the total area, of this -district. But so far as population is 

concerned, we find from the above table that out- of the 

16,12,426 population of this district,, 9,11,602 i.e. 58.5% 

population resides in Charotar. The table further shows that 

density of population is, maah higher in Charotar than in other 

part of this district. In Cambay and Matar talukas, density 

of population per Sq.mile is very low.

. ,The above table also shows that out of '38 towns of 

this district, 26 (i.e. about 67 %) towns are located in 

Charotar only. Again, it can be seen from the table that# in 

Cambay and Kapadwanaj talufcas, number of villages is higher. 

Looking to population, we find from the above table, that the 

proportion of .villages is less in Charotar than that of the 

remaining part of this district. It is significant to note 

that though the number of villages is higher in Cambay and 

Kapadwanaj talukas, majority of, these villages are below 

population of 1000 persons, which can be observed from the 

following Table No.11

• — Table No. 11, *

Types of villages in talukas of Kaira district

Wofflo nf ffai niro! 5000 to: 2000toj Name of Taluka|i00Q0> .5000 :;1000to: 
;2000 :

;500 to:
: 1000 :

Below : 
500 :

Total
villages

Anand mmmm 28 22 12 4 . 66
Nadi ad 2 24 29 27 15 95
Petlad 2 18 33 19 6 78
Boraad --2-‘ 36 32 .19 4 93
Cambay — 8 23 25 W 103
Matar - — 8 20 21 32 81
Thasra 1 15 24 25 29 94
Kapadwanaj 1 16 36 36 74 163
Mahemdabad - 14 : 17 21 23 75
Balashinor - 5 .. 12 27 54 98
Kaira district. . 8

* nhoT>rttaT» SoTOafianffl
172

Paha
248 , 232 286 946
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The above table shows that most of the villages ( 6 

out of 8) having a population between 5000 to 10000 persons 

are in Charotar. Again, if can be seen from this table that 

the number of villages having a population between 2000 to 

5000 persons are more in Charotar than in other talukas of 

this district <102 out of 172 villages). In Cambay, Kapadwana j 

and Balashinor talukas, number of villages below the 

population of 500, is higher. Thus, it can be'examined from 

this table, that proportion of bigger villages is greater in 

Charotar than in other part of this district. We have 

previously observed that Charotar is better placed in 

agriculture, on account of better type of soil and irrigation 

facility, than remaining part of this district, on account 

of it, proportion of bigger villages is greater in Charotar.

For the growth of secondary education, towns and 

big villages are more favourable, because there it is easier 

(mere particularly in towns) to get sufficient number of 

students to run secondary schools. The following table No. 12 

shows that the number of big towns is like the number of big 

villages, also greater in Charotar.

(For Table No. 12 please see next page )
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fable No® 12 *

Size of fowns in different talukas of Kaira District

Name of :Popula:No.:Popula:No.:PopulatNo. :Popula:No. :Below tNo.
falukas stion :of :tion :of :tion :of :tion :of :5>000 : of

: above :tow:20,000:tow:10,000:tow:5,000 :tow: :tow
:50,000:-ns: - :-ns: - :-ns: to :-ns: :-ns
: : :50*000: :20.000: :10,000: : t

Anand - - Anand 1

Nadi ad Nadiad 1 •* "•

Petlad - - Petlad 1

Borsad - - Borsad 1

Cambay — Cambay 1
Matar - - _ . -

fhasra - - mm mm

Kapadwanao - — Kapadwa»1
-naj

Mahemdhbad - - - _

Balashinor - - - -

Kaira district 1 5

Umreth 5 Bhalej 8 - -
Ode, , Chikhodra 
Earamsad ■ Sarsa

Sam arkha 
. Adas,
Vadod
Napa
Boriavi

Chaklash.i1 Mahudha 3 Napad 1
Taso 
Pid

So^itra 1 Nar, 5 -
, DharmaO

Mahal av
- - Bhadran 2 -

Anklav
- farapur 1
— Matar 1 -

Dakor 1 fhasra 1
- Kathlal 1 Yirpur 2

Antarsumba
- Kaira 2 - -

Mahemdabad
Balashinorl -

7 22 3

We have previously observed that out of 38 towns of 

Kaira district, 26 are situated in Charotar. fhe above 

fable No. 12 shows that the number of towns having population 

of 50,000 persons is only one in the district and that is 

in Charotar. fhe number of towns having population between 

20 to 50 thousand are 5 in the district and out of them 3 are 

in Charotar. fowns having population between 10 to 20 

thousand persons are 7 in the district and of them 5 are

* Census Handbook of k«*W<s eAi'stvicf^



in Charotar. There are 22 towns in this district, which, 

have population between 5 thousand to 10 thousand, and out 

of them 16 are located in Charotar. 3 Towns of this district 

have population belov? 5000 and 1 of them is situated in 

CharotaT. from the above table, thus it can be^seen that 

not only the number of towns is higher in Charotar but the 

number of big towns is also greater in Charotar than those 

of the remaining part of this district. Thus Oharotar is 

more favourable for the growth of secondary education.

Charotar, as we have previously observed, has alluvial 

soil and better irrigation facility* Hence, people of 

Charotar are comparatively better off. Moreover, a 

considerable number of persons, particularly Patidars, have 

settled in East Africa for business and service. Not only 

most of the tobacco cultivation of this district is 

concentrated in Charotar, but most of the businessmen dealing 

in tobacco also belong to Charotar. The number of persons 

who reside in various business centres of India, like 

Bombay, Calcutta, Nagpur etc., is much higher in Charotar, 

than that of the remaining part who have settled outside 

India, maintain lively contact with their native place as 

their residence in foreign countries is for economic purpose 

only. They pass their retired life in their native place, 

and most of them fe^ve their native places in Charotar. The 

above factors, thus have added to the prosperity of 

Charotar. Moreover, the number of upper castes (Brahmins, 

Baniyas and Patidars) aae is much higher in Charotar, than 

that of the remaining part of this district. Hence, the 

desire for secondary education has grown considerably in 

Charotar and it is in better position to afford it.
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. Getting donations for running secondary schools and 

for erecting school buildings, is not so difficult in 

Charotar, as in other parts of this district. Better off 

peasants, businessmen dealing in tobacco and persons living 

in Africa, whose native place is in Charotar, have given good 

donation for running secondary schools. During last 10 

years many secondary schools in urban ana rural area of 

Charotar "have developed into High Schools, with decent 

school-buildings because of such donations.

Excluding Gharotar, Eapadwanaj and Thasra talukas are 

in comparison, economically better than the rest of the 

talukas of this district, as they are good for cash crops 

like cotton and oil seeds. But the social surrounding of 

these talukas has told upon the growth of secondary education 

in these talukas.

: In Kapadwanad taluka there are 163 villages, out of 

which 74- are having population of less than 500 perosns each, 

leading persons of these villages, in many cases, belong to 

different parts of Kaira district or of GudaTat. They# 

have settled as big land-holders after 1920, for cultivation 

of cotton. We have previously seen that the laud of this 

taluka was considered as waste-1attd until 1920. It was 

therefore easy to occupy of this land for cultivation. Some 

intelligent and adventurous peasants, mostly Patidars 

belonging to the villages like Ear, Sarsa, Khambholad etc., 

of Kaira district and from some cotton growing villages of 

Baroda dnd Broafik.districts, have migrated there. But they 

have not made their residence permanent in Kapadwanad taluka. 

Their attachment is towards their native place. Hence, their?



contribution towards the development of this taluka in

social and cultural affairs is little. This is one of the

reasons for less development of secondary education in

Kapadwanad taluk a. In Thasra taluka also, the number of

outsiders is significant. They have no special interest

for social and cultural development of this taluka, as we

have seen in the case of Kapadwanad taluka. Moreover, most

of the population in this taluka consists of Baraiyas,

Muslims aid backward caste people. They lack the desire

for secondary education as we find in the case of upper
aij#

castes. Hence this taluka is^lagging behind in s econdary 

education.

, The social surrounding thus explain the greater degree 

of secondary education in Chanotar, than in remaining 

part of this district. , *

Secondary education chiefly confined to the upper caste 
Hindus in Kaira district and the social set up :

We have previously observed in this Chapter that about 

90 % population of Kaira district is Hindu. Hence, social 

life if this district is mainly that of Hindu community. In 

the Hindu community, caste system has played an important 

part in fixing the status and occupation of an individual in 

society, During the pre-British days and a considerable 

period thereafter:, the caste system was very rigid. Formerlly, 

it was only through caste,, that an individual’s approach to 

wider society was possible. During the pre-British period, 

Brahmins enjoyed higher social status by birth and they had 

a tradition for learning. Baniyas indulged mostly in 

business and in money-lending. Their occupation thus 

necessitated some education. Baniyas were classed among
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among upper castes. Patidars, in this district, had been 

agriculturists holding good amount of land. Baraiyas "who 

constitute about 60 % of the population, had been mainly 

tenants, petty land-holders and landless agriculture 

labourers. Thus in the caste ladder, after Brahmins and 

Baniyas, Patidars enjoyed higher social status in this 

district.

But. with the advent of British rule in India» the 

traditional higher social status of the upper castes was 

put in trouble. Persons employed in position of powers 

that is in governmental jobs were highly respected. Before 

the, British rule, lower castes had no chance for admini­

strative jobs. But during the British rule, governmental 

jobs were made open to all irrespective of caste and creed. 

The requisite for such jobs was secondary and in some higher 

jobs, higher education. English knowing persons were needed 

by the Britishers for helping them in administration in 

India. Hence gradually formal education system was started 

by them and persons receiving this education had a chance 

of getting position of power and consequently Higher social 

status. Thus, for the upper castes, education became a 

necessity in order to maintain their higher social status.

During the later part of British rule and after 

the independence of India in 19^7, there have been rapid 

changes in occupational structure. There has been a 

tendency to respect more those persons engaged in white- 

collar Dobs and for getting such jobs secondary and higher 

education is essential. Education has been made open .to 

all castes and creeds and with the independence of India,
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gov eminent takes special interest in backward castes by

giving sch.olarsh.ips to the students belonging to these
(

castes, in order to promote education among them. After the 

independence of India, scope for white collar jobs has been 

increased on account of economic planning and industrial 

development of the country. In these circumstances, upper 

castes cannot do without education,' if they want to maintain 

their social status. Hence, in the people of the upper 

castes, urge for secondary education is intense. Again, so 

far as Kaira district is concerned, economically, they are, 

in general, better off. than the rest of the population.

Hence they are in a position to afford secondary and higher 

education. Moreover, Oharotar has provided them more 

favourable economic and social situation, for the development 

of secondary education, which we have previously observed 

in this chapter.

About'-89 ^ population of Kaira district, consists of 

Hindus and the remaining population consists of Muslims and 

Indian Christians, the number of others (only 1017 persons) 

being negligible, in case of secondary education the 

percentage of Hindus is 93.5, as we have observed previously 

in Table N0i7. This shows that Hindus are comparatively 

advanced in secondary education than.Muslims and Indian 

Christians. Tbe population of Indian Christians, in this 
district is 39091 (About 2.3% of the "total population). But 

in secondary education their proportion is lower, as we 

have observed in Table Ho.7 that about 82 % students are 

Indian Christians. Indian Christians in this district are 

mostly persons of Backward castes such as Dhed, Charnar, and



45

Bhangi who have been converted into Christians. Though they 

have been classified as separate class by the. Government, 

yet excepting religion, there is no notable difference 

between them and the people of backward castes. On account 

of contact with Christian missionaries, there is some change 

in the outlook of Indian Christians, but it seems that the 

change has not so much penetrated as to create a demand for 

secondary education among them.

The population of Muslims in Kaira district is 

1,41,782 (about 8.7 % of the total, population).But Table 

lo.7 shows that only 3.5 % students learning in secondary 

schools, belong to that community. Unlike advanced-castes, 

Hindus, there is no tradition for education among Muslims. 

Moreover, they are backward in social and economic spheres.

It is to be noted that though the proportion of urban 

population is comparatively more in Muslims and Indian 

Christians, than that of Hindus, still in secondary education, 

Hindus are more forward. The following Table Ho. 15 shows 

rural and urban population of K&ira district, belonging to 

different communities.

Table Ho. 13 *

Rural/Urban population of Kaira district according to
religious communities

Rural/Urban area: Hindu , :
• ' * * *

Muslim : Indian
:Christians

: Others
••

Rural area 10,62,435 66,922 27,524 212
Urban area 3,68,103 74,860 11,767 805

kaira district 14,30,556 1,41,782 59,091 1,017

Srom the above table 10 .15, it can be seen that among

Hindus about 25 % are urban-dwellers. The above Table 
*~GeHius~linHUo(
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further shows that in Muslims more than 50 %, in Indian 

Christians nearly 30 % and in others nearly 80 % are urban 

dwellers.
It is interesting to note that in all the towns except 

Samarmha and Adas, there are secondary schools. In both 

Samarkha and Adas, more than 80 to 90 % population consists 

of BaTaiyas. In social affairs, they are the leading persons 

In the above two towns population of advanced caste Hindus 

is very .negligible and they have very little voice in local 

social matters. It is estimated that about 60 % population 

of the district consists of Baraiyas. But in secondary 

education their percentage is not more than %
Baraiyas are socially and economically backward. As 

we have previously seen, 71 % of the population depends upon 

agriculture. Patidars and Baraiyas are the agriculturists 

in this region. Patidars, whose population is less than 15 % 

are the owners of 60 to 70 % cultivable land of the district. 

Baraiyas, whose population is 60 % are the owners of not 

more than 20 % land. Most of the Baraiyas, are small land 

-holders or landless labourers. In some cases, they are 

small tenant-cultivators. On account of the paucity of 

means, their agricultural production is very low? in comparison 

to that of Patidars.

As most of the Baraiyas are landless labourers or 

petty land-holders, they have no means for providing 

secondary education to their children. Rarely ary person 

of this community is engaged in white collar job, or In 
enlightened profession. Ho person of this group has settled 

in Africa, as advance-class Hindus, mainly Patidars,
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Excepting few' toms, most of the persons of this community
\

are in rural area. The demand for secondary education, 

hence, has not grown among them. The desire for secondary 

education, thusy.is highly lacking in this community.

Moreover, their moral valuations have remained 

different. Brahmins have inherited the tradition for 

education. Baniyas and Patidars have formed this tradition 

knowing the present currents and their better economic 

status has paved way for it. In -case of Baraiyas the 

tradition for valour is found in its most unhealthy form. 

Sometime back, in Mahi-kantha villages, persons indulging 

in robbery were socially respected by parsons of this 

community. Robbery, theft, murder and such harmful anti­

social activities are mostly undertaken by these people, 

though now there is a considerable improvement. In a number 

of villages, mainly consisted of the people of this caste, 

there were not seven primary schools a few years back. The 

percentage of illiteracy would be the highest in this 

community. All these factors have played adversely upon 

the demand for secondary education in. this ecmmunity.

Again, Baraiyas dwell in small tillages. Even in 

towns like Ohaklashi and Samarkha, where their population 

is considerably much, they dwell in farms. This provides 

difficulty to their children to get even primary education* 

Before the compulsory primary education was introduced, most 

of the children of Baraiyas, did not attend even primary 

schools.

Eext to Baraiyas, Patidar is an important caste in 

this district. As previously seen their population in the
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district is about 2 lakhs of people. From the standpoint 

of economic progress, now they stand forward in the district. 

They are the leading cultivators and almost all businessmen 

in the district and outside the district in India, dealing 

in Bidi-tobacco belong to this caste. Many adventerous 

persons of this caste have settled in South and Bast Africa, 

Aden, Burma, Bizi etc. for business and service. In some 

villages and particularly in Gharotar, the local leadership 

is enjoyed by them. As economically the caste is better 

off, most of the donation towards the High schools is given 

by the people of this caste and in places wherein this 

caste predominates though the people of this caste are found 

in all the talukas of the district, their number is far more 

in Charotar. It is also to be noted that most of the 

people of this caste who have gone for business and service, 

hail from Charotar. one of the significant reasons behind 

Gharotar*s advancement in secondary education, is the 

generous donations given by these persons.

At the time of a betrothal, education of a boy is

now highly taken into consideration in upper castes. That
is why in upper caffes even dull students are forcibly sent

to the school until their marriage. Among patidars of this

region, there is a dowry system. A student learning in a

college can fetch a good amount of dowry. This is also one

of the considerations behind providing secondary and higher

education to the boys belonging to this caste.

Occupation of the neonle and secondary education in KaiBa 
district :

The total population of Kaira district is 16.12 lakhs
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■of people.. ■ This population depending upon several occupations 

can be classified as under.as shown in the fable No.14.

Table No* 14 *

Occupation of the population

Name of Occupation
'."Population depen : % of the popu- 
°dent upon it slation depending 
I (lakhs of people)*

agriculture :• 11.47 ■ 71
i) Mainly tilling' their, 

own land
ii) Mainly tenant cultivators
iii) Land-less agriculture 

labourers
iv)Non-cultivating-landlords 

depending upon agriculture

NON-AGRICULTURE : 4.65
i) Productive occupations 

other than agriculture
ii) Trade & Commerce .
ill) Transport
iv) Miscellaneous 

occupations and services

'7.89 49
1.94 12

1.08 6.6

.56 5.4

29

1.48 ■ 9.2
.97 6.0
. 16 1.0

2.04 12.8

The'above table-No. 14 shows that 71 % of the 

population is dependent .upon agriculture. Out of them 49% 

are agriculturists mainljc tilling their own land. 5.4 % 

are landlords who themselves do not cultivate but depend

upon agriculture income. We have previously seen in this 

chapter that agriculture is performed chiefly by Patidars 

and Baraiyas, in Naira district. " We have also observed 

that about 60 to 70% of the cultivable land is possessed by 

Patidars, though their population is .small .(about 2 lakhs) 

than that of Baraiyas-(about 9 lakhs). This shows that a 

very large majority of agriculturists dependent mainly, upon 

* Charotar Sarvasangraha
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their own land is Patidars. k very large majority of

agriculture lardless labourers and cultivators mainly
/

1 't

tenants consist of Baraiyas,

The above table lo.14 again shows that 29 % 

population depends upon non-agriculture occupations, trade 

and commercei transport, services and miscellaneous 

occupations. It is not possible to find out the percentage 

of upper castes depending upon the above. But general 

observation of this district shows that a very large majority 

of persons dealing in tr$de and commerce and engaged in 

gainful occupations and white collar jobs consist of the 

upper castes.

It seems that secondary education and occupation of 

the people has relationship,,as our present inquiry shows 

that out of 5^6 students who mentioned the occupation of 

their guardians, only 186 (i.e. 34.2 '%) belong to 

agriculture. Thus, it shows that though the population 

dependent upon agriculture is 71 % in matter of secondary 

education, their percentage is less. Here, it should be 

noted that a very large majority Baraiyas are petty 

land-holders, tenant cultivators and landless agricultural 

labourers who are socially and economically backward.

On account of the above number of students coming from 

agriculturists is relatively small, though the number of 

Patidar students whose guardians'occupation is agriculture, 

is high.

Population dependent upon non-agricultural 

occupations, transport, commerce and services is 29 %, as 

observed in the fable Ifo.i4, but 65.8 % students (3®) out 

of 546 students) belong to these groups.
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Thus secondary education and' occupation/ ,-Vl V
people has relationship. But here also casle^!st%a-'inr--:y 5 

because in gainful occupations and services, ^ifcery large/' 
majority of persons are found belonging- to uppeif-.castes.-

Social background thus shows how secondary education

is very largely, confined to the upper castes, though it

is open to all, irrespective of caste and creed.

Secondary education is mainly confined to males in 
Hair a district :

We observed how secondary education is chiefly 

confined to Gharotar and upper caste Hindus. How the 

following will explain how secondary education is very 

largely confined to males only.

The population of males and females, in this district 

is 8,43,250 and 7,69,176 respectively. This shows that 

population of males is higher than that of females. But 

there is no significant difference. , We have observed in 

Table Ho.3 that out of 23,931 secondary school students, 

only 4,325 are girl students among whom only 977 belong to 

rural area. This shows that secondary education among 

girls is very low. In the higher education it is even 

lower, as there are 3,646 persons in this district 

possessing University Degrees and only 1/9 thj£ of them 

are women, •
Though, Oo-education is common in the secondary 

schools of this district, it has not come into force with 

a view to realise benefits of sec©ndary education to girls. 

In the.upper castes, now the education of girl is also 

taken into'consideration at the time of marriage settlement. 

This has made parents to send their daughters to secondary
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schools. But the number of girl students varies from 

place,to place. It is interesting to note that in some 

advanced villages of Gharotar viz., Nadi ad, Dharmao, 

Bhadran, Nar, Karamsad etc., which have their own group 

so far as marriage among Patidars is concerned, number 

of girl students is higher.

Among upper castes also, higher education to girls 

has been considered as more of %-he a luxury than a 

necessity. Ihe argument is ever raised as to futility 

of education to girls. A girl has to mind the kitchen 

and to do household work in her future life, it is so 

argued. It may be that social factors and particularly 

marriage settlement have more or less compelled parents 

of upper castes to send their daughters to secondary 

schools.

We have previously seen that 72 % population of 

this district is rural and in the secondary schools 

located in rural area, the number of non-local students 

is considerable. But the scope of girls as non-local 

students is little in such schools, because parents are 

afraid to send their daughters to schools which are not 

situated at the place of their dwelling, because of 

social norms.

One of the reasons, wby there is low percentage 

of secondary education in females, may be the orthodox 

nature of parents, mainly of mothers, (The percentage^ 

of illiteracy is much higher in females than in males. 

Again in rural area, the proportion is greater, The 

illiteracy of parents might have maie them orthodox in
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matter of giving secondary-’education to girls.

-If we examine the following, fable Ho. 15, 'showing 

the. percentage of literate males and. females in Kaira 

district. •.

* V ' - fableiHo. 15 * ' ' ' .
Percentage of literate and illiterate males
and females- in rural and urban area.Kaira district

bIWoi ATYiHan : ’ J% of litera:%. of' illi:% of - x% of ill- 
Kurai/uroan males iterate illiterate literate

. i ,i males ifemales :females

Rural area ' 3.6 64 12 ' ..... 88

Urban-area *' .. .54 - 46 ‘ ' 29 71

Kaira District 40.32 59.68 16.85 ' 83.15

; We; find that literacy is less in the district as 

a whole-and particularly, among females,- as 85*15% of them 

are Illiterate. In rural area, the percentages of 

literate-males and females are less.' In the rural area, 

only 12 %'females are -literate. Thus the illiteracy of 

the'parent’s.'‘and particularly-of .mother may be one of the 

reasons for; lower number of girl: students in secondary 

schools. ' .... .

How secondary and degree education is chiefly 

cdnf ined’to/males .and- urban area, can be observed from 

the following fablb Ho. 16.. (Please see next page ) ., (

* Charotar Sarvasangraha..
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Tte above Table Ho.16 shows that a very large 

number of degree holders are. males, residing in urban 

area. This applies to matriculates also as only 29 % of 

them reside in villages and a very large majority of 

matriculates are males. Out of 118 agriculture graduates, 

only 5 reside in-villages. In case of doctors, 77 % of 

them live in towns. This shows that villages get little 

benefit of the services of degree holders. How women 

are backward in higher avenues of life is also evident 

from the above Table Ho. 16.

** ** * * **

Our observations, in this Chapter, thus show 

that there is a particular pattern of secondary education 

system in Kaira district.. This pattern unfolds that 

secondary education is more concentrated in Charotar and 

Urban area, than in remaining part of this district and 

rural area. Again, it shows that secondary education 

is highly confined to the three upper castes viz. Brahmins, 

Saniyas and Patidars, though it is open to all.

In this Chapter, we have seen that the above pattern 

of secondary education system is not an accident, but at 

the back of it there is a particular type of social system.

Kaira district is mainly composed of Hindus and 

caste system from the distant past has been governing the 

social life of a Hindu Society. At the time when secondary 

education was introduced in this district, the three upper 

castes viz., Brahmins, Baniyas and Patidars enjoyed higher
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social status. During the later part of British rule and 

particularly after independence of India, there have Been 

such changes in social valuations particularly in social 

status that the upper castes cannot'afford to neglect 

secondary education.

Better soil structure, irrigation facility and 

crop system have placed CharotaT in a Better economic 

position. Moreover, Better transport facilities helped 

this-area in developing Business. But these gains have 

Been chiefly attained by the upper castes. Hence people 

of this group developed the demand for secondary e due at ion 

and %ha at the same time, chiefly they have Been in the 

position to afford it. In the remaining part of Kaira 

. district, demand for secondary education in- the upper 

castes might be intense, But they are not so fortunate 

to afford it, as the people of Charotar, as they are not 

so,economically placed.

This shows that though secondary education has been 

made open to all, the traditional social structure has 

. acted as a sieve in its spread.
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