Chgpter II

SECONDARY EDUCATION IN KATRA DISTRICT -~ ITS SOCTAL BACKGROUND
INTRODUCTORY = ‘ '

" In the pre-British period, there was no formal education .
system in India, as it exists to;day. In"thosexdays, Brahming
kad a tradition of eduéation and other castes except the
backward castes were used to receive some education, as was
necessary for brapticai purposée in_social life. Backward castes
(Dhed, Chamsr, Bhangi eﬁc. ) were considered as ,u'ntouchablea
end were prohibited from reéeiv;ng any education.

With the beginning of the British rule in India, formal
educagtion system was started and it gradually devéloped.
Secondary and higher education gdt a special social stabus )
during the British rule and after the independence of India
in 1947, the status of secondary and higher education has been
maintained,as persons employed in governmental and in other
white-collar jobs)have been more respected and ﬁdr getting such
jobs, secondary and higher education is essential.

BrEhmins, Baniyas and Patidard constitute the upper
. castes of Kairs Distﬁict. In the changed political and social
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situatipné,_for the dbd%e.uppervpastes, during the British#
rule and thereafter, it bécame”essenﬁigl to‘get secondaXy
and highef education to mgintainAtbair social status.

Like the primary and higper‘éducation, secondary
education has been open. for all,'irrespective of caste and
. community, and with the independence of Indla i.e. after 1947,
Government has taken special interest in expansion of education.
Though, secondany education is open for all and the students
of backward castes have‘been given special scholarships by the
Government, it is possible that the secondany education, may
be largely confined to the upper castes, as it has become a
» necessity’ﬁor " them tozmgintain their higher social status.

In the present chqgter{ we shall examine the spread of
secondary~edﬁcation‘in1ﬁaira District, we shall also observe,
whether secondary education is QQStly confined to the upper
6ast§s and shall explain the spread of secondary education in
. Kalra District, in ﬁhe light 6:vsocial background of this

district. N 4 _
Spread of of Secondary Bducation in Kairg District :

‘ The following Tdble No. 1 shows the number of secondany 1
" schools and High-schools in talukas of Kalra District and in
rursl 2 and urban areas of tne“talukas of Kaiva métrict.

1e Schools providing education from V th standard to seconiary
school certificate class (XI th class) or in between them, are
whioh provide odearion upbe pro-Be6osdary sobest sevpificate
class %X th class) and secondary school certificate class are
considered as High Schools. For our purpose, only those
schools which are eligible for sending students for secondsry
school certificate examination, have been considered g8 High

School.s, (Those schools 1mpart1ng education upto XI th #lass)
throughout the thesis.

2. Rural and urbsn areas have been taken as mentioned in the Census
Report of India 1951, Accordingly, areas having populabtion ¢
5,000 -and more and having certain urban characteristics are
taken into urban area. But it should be noted that in the

Pot.OO
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Table No. 1 >

Bumber of secondary schools and High Schools in Talukasand in
rurgl and urbgn greas of Kagirg District.

A it A . B U SO St S U ] e D
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Name of the 3

Tgl ukg :

Anand . 5 :
Nadiad 7 10 17 : 4 10 14
Petlad 9. 7 6 5 6 M
Borsad 9 4 3 3 3 4 4
Cambay 3 4 7 s 2 3 5
Matar 6 1 7- . % 2 1 3
Thasra . 2 2 4 ;- 2 2
Kapadwangj 3 4 AR 4 4
Mahemdabad 4 2 6 3 -~ 2 2
Balashinor 1 2. 3 : - 2 2
KAIRA DISTRICT 54 49 103 : 24 49 68
% in'Kaira (52,5) (47.5) (100) : (31) (69) (100)
.. District . i , , .
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he above Table No.q shows that 52.5 % secondary schools
~are sibtunated in the rural area, while the percentage for the
same in urban area 1s 47;,5. The above table also reveals that
only 31'% High Schools are located in the rural area, though
th;a pereénvtage‘ of secondary schools is higher in it. This
shows that a very large majority of High}Schocls are located
in urban area. |

The total population of Kaira District according to
the census report of 1951, is *1,%12‘,’428‘0' There are 58 towns - -
-(‘c;ngi;u;d; ae;s;s-R;p;r;,apia:eg ;i;.: };T.a;aa,-; T;l;aa, ~~~~~ -

- Abtarsumba and Virpur huve been included in Urban area, though
their population is less than 5,000 persons each,

3« TNumber of High Schools represents the year 1958-~59 and
;g; number of secondary schools is based on March 1959
urese. .
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:Ln tb.is district, while the number of villages in tb.e district
is 946«, 28 % of the total populatz.on belongs to urban
pesidence and 72 % resides in rural area.

Observing Tgble No.1 in light pf the gbove, we can
sey that secondary education and particularly High School
education is very largely confined to the urban area.

Anand, Nediad, Petlad and Borsad talukas taken together
are popularly known as Charotar. (Henceforth, we shall use this
the gbove four talukas taken togetiher)l If we examine the
numb er of secoﬁdery schools and High éehoolsxof Charotar and
compai-e them with the remainim par‘t: (remaining six talukas)

of Kaira District, as shown in the rollowing Table No.2s
. 1

Table No. 2

Region .‘éliro.of Secondary Schools'l\ro. of Hirrh Schools
_:Rupal ; Urban : Total : Rural : Urban ; Tobal -
Charotar N :

3, M 69 17 33 50
| GAm= (33 % (678 (25%)  (48.5%)(73.5%
Remaining part of ' -
Kaira District 19 15 24 4 4 -~ 18
(18.5%) (14.5%) (33%) (6% (20.5%)(26.5%
Xaira District 54 49 103 21 47 68
% in Kaira District(52.5%) (47.5%) (100%) (31%) (6% ) (100%)

A T TS o0 00 g D s -y —.

s - - e ] e
s .

We £ind that 67% secondary schools and 73.5 % High
Schools are located in Charotar and only 33 % secondary s chools
and 26,5 % High Schools’ are situated in the remain:.ng six r

.-u-—.-‘-mw...‘-ua.mﬂm”-ﬂm-ﬂmqmﬂma—-“-mmﬂ

1. Figures indicate the year as in Table No. 1

2. Percentage in the bracket indicates percentage to the :
total secondary schools and High Schools of Kaira District.
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talukas of Ksira District. Ebcémining percentages of secondary
schools and High ‘Schodls‘in thei éural and urban areas of
Charotsr, we £ind that tﬁe;r are 34 (secondary schools) and

35 (High Schools) and 33 (secondsry schools)and 48,5 (High
Schools) respectively. In case of remaining part of Kaira
District, we f£ind that in the mral area;the percentage of
secondary schools and High Schools are 18.5 and 6 respectively,
and in gase‘ of, urban area pérce’ntages of secondary gch,ools
and High Schools are 14.5 and m.s'respécyively. This shows
that proportion of secondary schools and ﬁigh Schools :L‘s' |
higher in rural and urban areas of Charotar than that of the
rural and urban areas of the rémaining pva.rt, of Kaira District,
It is to be poted that even the percentages of éepondary ‘
échoolé and High Schools in rural area of Charotar are greater
than those in urﬁan area of the remaining part of Kaira
District. 1 - "

If we examine the number of male and femsle students
leaxniné; in secondary schools situated in rural and urban
areas of Charotar and remaining part of Kaira District, as .
showﬁ in the following "l':able No.3 “
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Table No. 3 *

Bo Girls learnin ’:Lnr.Rur b e schoola of
arotar and AL DADE —\. D8 . Yo
Name of the :Rural/Urban:No. of :No. of : Total
Region, 3 :Boys :Giris ¢
Charotar - Bural area 4386 92 5208
Urban area 10381 _ 2661 13042

a  (Total)  (WIEN(E1M*E  (3573)(15H)  ( 18340)(76%
Remaining part Rursl area 972 - ‘

- 65 1037
of Kairs Urban area | 3867 - 687 4554
District  (motal) ~  (4839)(21%) (75( 38 (559 (289
KATRA DISTRICT Rural urban 19606 4325 23931
. areas LTREEE
together. ‘
% in Kaira o
District w o . (82%) . (18%) (100%

We £ind +that in this district, 82 % students are
male while the percentage qf female students is only 18. This
shows that both in Charotar and in the remaining part of
Kalra District, propprf;ion of female s‘t:ud_ent:é receiving
secondaxy education is very low. It should be noted that
in Charotar the percentage of female si:udenf';s‘ is 15, while
in the renaining part of Kaira ‘distr:ic‘t, ii;“is.‘only B
Further, it can be observed from the above ’cﬁble, that in
urBan areas of Charotar and the rémainihg part of Kaira |
District, numbers of male and female students are higher than
those of the rural areas. The sbove table further shows
that '7'6 % students learn in secondary échools situated in

R ER WE OB Ge B N G5 MM e MR WG B P R e Ge R S W WS B M M W W W W e e e oW

* Figures received from Education Inspector's 0ffice, Kaira

. District. The figures were collected by Education Inspector's
Office, from Secondary Schools providing education upto Xth
and XI th standards. C.

*+ Percentage in the bracket indicabe perdentpgage to the

.. total students of Kaira District. '

#



Charotar. This shows that secondary educabion is largely
confined to Charobar and to males:

‘Thé following Table No.4 shows'thgt even in Charotar,
Anand and Nadiad btalukas have higher number of male and

female students in secondary schocls than those of the

two other talukas (Petlﬁd'and Borsad) of Chgrobar.

Table No. 4 *

No. of Boys and Girls learning in Rural/Urban
area of the talukas of Charobar.

Name of
Taluka

f Rurgl Area i yUrban Are : Ruralslrban a@@ﬁgingd
;Boys: Girls:Total: Boys: Girls: ‘},‘otal'f Boys :Girls : Total

&nand
Nadiad
Petlad

Borsgad

AN72 265 4737 36h2  BAG A4S S1M 111 6225
1000 218 1219 3109 1009 4418 4109 1228 5337
1007 260 1267 28 557 2705 3155 817 3972
907, 168 1075 . AMB2 . 249 A73A 2389 417 2806

4386 012 5008 10381 0661 13042 14767 - 3573 18340

From the above Table 4 it can be seen that out of
18340 students of Charotar, 9223 boy-students (50%) and
2339 (about 13%) girl students belong to secondary schools

.. situated in Anand and Nadiad Talukas of Charotar. The

table again shows that so far as number of students in

rural area is concerned, there is no significant difference

‘between Anand and Nadiad on one hand and the remaining two

talukas of Charotar on the pphat- hand. . But, in the case

of urban area, we find a sigBificant difference, as out of -

* Source same as in Table No.3



10381, boy studexnts 1earning in secondary scnools &8
Asmtuated in urban area of Charotar, 6751 boy students
(65 %) and out of 2661 girl students, 1855 (nearly 70 %)
r.glrl sﬁudents, belong to schools szﬁuated in urban area
' of Anand and Nadié.a'taiukas; - ‘

~ There are local and non-lodal students in secondary
scnools of Kaira dlstrlct. But the following Table No.5
shows that the number of non—local e.;ul students is

vnegllglble. ’
Table N005 * -

. Local - ggd non-locgl qus ggd Girls leggning
in Secondggz schools OfﬁKg&gg Districk.

_I.ocaLl/Non-loéa‘.i: No.of Boys : No. of Girls : - Total

Local | 16505 Uz 0132
o (%) ( 62.5'%0 (ﬂ3-5 %) .. L7 % .
vNOpglécgl umﬂ- «:6135 o 199 o 5354
OB ( 23-2 %D L.,8%). .  C %) .
Toﬁalﬂof'lédal = e L
and“nongloca;x,, ‘22640 . - - 3826 26466

o (%) (87 %H  (W3%) . (1009

) .. The abqveatabié gh0wé thaf a’very large number of
,s'md.ehts (76 %) are local but among them bhe number of girl
students is veny small (13 5 %). The abcve table, again

o shows that 24 % studerits are non—local and among them only

-———-—-—-‘-——t—-..-.——-m————-u——-m.-‘-o—-w

* Charobar Sarvasangrah. All schools teaching from Vth
. standard to XI Bh standard or in between them have been
:taken 1nto consxderatlon.

e Percentage to the total students of Kaira dlstrict.



‘.)8 %‘are-giri students. ‘This shows that in'a dist:eiét as a
whole, the pmportlon of non—local students im small and
among them the number of v':,rl students is very small.

We have no separate f:.gures of non-local students
’belonglng to secondary schools s:.tuated in urban ares of
Kan.'a dz.strict;, but the follow:.ng Table No.G reveals that in
the rural area of Kaira dlstr;c.ctv the number of ‘non-local

students is considerables -
- . Dable No.6 % '
No. of locgl and non-local students at rural
areas in talukas of Kaira disti'ict l

- ToGal of Local &
‘Name of 'l‘aluka Local ‘students:Non-local Students'ﬂcn localstudent

. '

: Bgys : Girls:: Boys Girls : Boys s Giris

 Anana - | 82p  2u5  esr . .20 #72 265
Nadiad - " 639 . 247 .. 361 3% . 4000 219
 Petlad . 627 234 380 .. 26 1007 260
' Borsad < . .575 162 332 . 6 %7 168
Cambay 66 21 307 - 493 21
Matar . 120 30 5% 4 274 34
Thasra - - - ' - A - -
'Kapadwanaj - 3@ - 25 - . 56 -
Mahendabad 101 9 68 1 169 10
Belashinor C e A | i T A
Total 3087 918 2271 59 5388 977

From the above table, it can be sdeeﬁlthat out of g355
.students (5358 boys and 977 gizjl-{'s): 2550 students ‘(2271 boys
and 59 girls) i.e. about 37 % a.‘r‘é non-local and alrﬁost &l of
‘them are boys (non-local girl students are even less than 1 %).

' This shows that though the number of non-local students ig o

»n‘-uwwauum—a-—————ﬂ——--‘-nu . e e sm e o

* Flgures received from Education Inspector's O:Eiz.ce, Kaira

- District. The figures were collected by Educabtion Inspector's
Qffice, from secondary schcols provs.dmg educatlon npto X th
and XIth stan&ards.
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considerable in secondany sohools 51tuated in the rural-area,
proportlon ‘of non—local glrl—students in these schools is
negllvlble. |
The table, agaln shows that out of 5358 male students

2271 are non—local, Whlle in case of female students oub of
97?, only 59 are non—local. Thls shows that in case of females,
'secondany educatlon is hlchly conflned to local female students{
| Table No.5 and tbe above Table No.s observed together
will show that the number of non—local students is more in
rurel area than that of the urban area. (As we have observed
 in Table No.5 that the percentage 0f non-local students in
rural and urban areas of Kairg - dlstrmct together 15 about 24,
while Table’ No 6 shows that in- rural area the percentage of
non—local students is about 57 ) o “

- If we examine the SOGlal groups com9031ng the secondary

‘school students as shown in the fOllOWlng Table No.7

Table 0.7 *

Number of students in taldkas of Kglrg
distrlct accordlng to social " Sroups.

Hame of TalukasAdvan-:Intér- :Backe: gggi‘_gngmuslimsmthees: Total

‘ , t-ced.” :mediate:ward ‘tian - - ] :
Anand T BE00 . 868 203 97 197 24 5989
Nadiad 3206 581 165 72 81 . 9 4
Petlad . 2844 284 195 5 - 33 4 3365
- Borsad . 80 439 104 40 79 3 2145
Cambay . - 638 181 51 —— 66 101 1037
. Matar 1% 72 32 11 9. 3 317
" Thasra 533 100 -5 1 .19 . - 658
Kapadwanj- . 1068 . 330 68 o154 161 1782
‘Mahemdabad. = 420 196 - 69 - 19. - 67 67 838
TOTAL ' 14979 3051 892 (2%2) 705 372 20245

* Figures were collected by the erter, from all High Schools
. (Bxcept girk High Schools 4 ln number) oijaira dlstrlct in
the year 4954“550



e find that oﬁtvgf:ZOéQE studenﬁé, 149?9 students
(i.q.iépogt " % studénté),belong)tb advanced castes. Taking,
.advanced ihterﬁediate and'backward castes. as Hindus,-we find
»that 18922 students (1.e. about 95.5 % students) are Hindus.

‘ Total populatlon of Ka;ra dlstrlct is 1612426 personsﬁ
and out of them. 1430556 are H:Lndus (i.e. about 88 7 %) . But

in the secondany educatlon their pronortlon is higher, as

about 93.5 % . students are Hz.ndus. This shows that secondary

educatlon 1s largely conflned to Hlndus and there too, among
the adVanced castes. Asy Brabmzns, Banxyas and Patidars
‘ constltute a&vanced castes 1n the case ef Ka;ra district,

f~ we can say that secondary eduaatlon 1nuKa;ra d;strich, is
 chiefly. ccnflned to those ‘three castes. _

: Nnmber of students under the present 1nqu1ry, accordlng
L to caste also confxrms the above statement. 580 . students »

- belcnglng to pre—s S.C. (Xth) and S.S.C. (XIth) classes of
:,the ngh Scnools of Ka;ra district and selected by alphabetlcal
'”order of castes are soclally composed as under, as shown in
;‘iable No. 8. ‘ , ‘

| i ( Table No. .8 |

Soc1a1 comnosmtlon of “students of the present inquiry

Brahmln'Banlya:Patldar'Baralya:Musllm.Bagkward'Artisan'Oth s Total
’ S T : ‘ : - $ Harijan: ! .eI'S:
Qe+ . 250 ° 22 19 35 56 2% 580

(45'5%3(44.‘5%)‘( 43 %) (4- %) - ( 3.3%) ( 6%) (9.6%) (%44 1%) (100%)

The above table shows that 73 % students belong to
‘ Brahmln, Banxya and Patidar castes and among them the proportlon
of Patldars is the hlghest (43 7) ‘ » o

| In Kglrg.dlSurlct, nearxy460 g popuiatiogvbelongs‘to



Baragya caste. Bubt the above table No.8 shows tlhat out of

\ 580-stud§nﬁs,‘only 24 students (only 4,%0 belong to Bariya
caste. This shows that Baraiyaé is the most backward group
in taking'to secondary school educafion. The above tableA
~also shﬁws that in comparison to“Brahmins and Baniyas, the
numbar of Patidar students is far greater. But if should be
noted that the ponulatlon of Patidar in Kairg distrlct is
neagrly 2 lakhs whereas that of Brahmins and 3an:yas is far
lass. The poPulation df‘Bgniyaé and Bréhmin to-gether would
be less than 1. lakh, A |

General observatlons based on the tgbles (Table No.1 to 8)
we exanined :

" The tablesvié examined show the following in general
as regards thé'spreadiof secondary education in Kaira district.
(1) The number of Seéondary schools and students is much
higher in Gﬁafptar (Anand, Nédiad, Petlad and Borsad talukas)
than in the remaining six talukas of Kaira district.
(2) Considering the rural and urban population of Kaira
- district, we can sgy that proPortionétely éecondany schools
sre more in urban than in.rurai»area,Aand in caée of High
Schools, there is a much more ééncentration in urban area.
3 . Sécondézy schools located in :ural area are more in
number in Charotar, thanﬂin purai areaiof the remaining part
’of'Kalra district. ' 1 \
C R The number of glrl-studen+s taking secondary education
is very low and there too, in rural ares, the proporb;qn is
nuch lower as compared to boy—students. ‘
(5) ' About 76 % students are local. Proportion of non-local
students 1sxmore in secondary schools situated in rural area.
Most of the girl-studénts are local, the number of nohnlocal gifm

students being very small,



(gb ‘ A'Very 1arge maaorlty of the students (93.5%) are
Hindus. But amonw Hlndus secondany educatlon is hlmhly confined
to- advanced castes Viz. Brahmlns, Baniyas and Patldars.
an Baraxyas 1s the most backward caste, so far as Taking
‘ of secondany educatlon is- concerned. E
The above statements, in brlef, showﬁ tbat secondary
education 1n‘Ka1ra dlstrlct, yls hlgbly concentrated in ’>
Charotar and in urban area. FurthMr they show that seoondazy
educatlon in thls dlstrict is chlefly confined to upper caste
-Hlndus (Brahmlns, Ban;yas and Patldars) and males. Hence, our
'prevxous assumptlon (mentloned in- the beginnlnv of this
.Ohapter):tbat,secondany educatlon<1n tgls district mgy be -
‘ chiefiy‘éonfiﬁea té,Brahmins, Baniyas and Patidars is hede.
i'con_lrmed., | ' : | |

Wﬁy is there conoentratlon of secondary educatlon in

‘. urban-area and. in charotar ‘e Wny is secondary educatlon

- aspects of:Kalra dlstr;ct first,

chiefly confined to the upper castes, though 1t 1s open to
all castes and communltles ? How is it that secondamy
educatlon is very larwexy GOﬂLlned 0 'males ?

ﬁducatlon system :Ls a part of the soc:.al systenm and
we shall now show how the above faﬁts ‘are explalned by the
soc:.al set up. )

" Social set up of Ka;ra dlstrlct *

Social sarroundlng ls related to tbe physmcal

;background of the reglon. Hence let us examlne sonme physmcal

* A good deal of 1nformat10n abouu phy51ca1 and social
surroundings of Kaira district are based on Gbarotar
Sarvasangraha. S
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Location, Temperature gnd Rainfall :

Kairg district is situated in the state of Gujarab.
It is in the middle of this state between 22°7' to 23°18t W.
and 72615"to 73057} E; It is bounged on the HEast and
South by the river Mahi. On the West, the river Sabarmgti
fbrns #he boundsry from Mabtar taluka onward.

| The district is situated in the temperate zone. Hence,

propértion of heat and cold, on the whole is sulbtable. So
far as climate'is concerned, the year ¢an be divided into
three seasons. From November to February, there is winter;
from March to June, it is summer and from July to Oc¢tober,
it is moné§on. The.gopular notion that the climate of this
distriet, is conducive t0 health, iékight in this way. The
average’femperature és—éé of thg year in this»district is
82, but in winter ithgoes down as éO( or even 43 gnd in
gummer, it goes as high as 100' %o 11%’ . Hence, too nmuch
heat and cold are also experieﬁced in this district. From
the point of view of agriculture, on the whole, the climatbe
is suitable to fhédpgrains'and cash crops like tobacco,
cotton, oll-seeds, lemon-plants and vegetables.

In this district, generally the rainfull is between
30q to 46“. But this is very uncertain.* During the last 9
years, the highest record is of 7%", while the lowest is of
8", Ihnis shows a good deal of uncerbtainty of rainfall in the
district,. o

In order to meet with vagaries of rain, a number of

‘wells hgve been constructed in different talukas of this

* Charobar Sarvasaangraha
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district. Water pumps run by oil enginés and electric motor
pumps, ﬁave‘been insﬁalied on‘wells Tfor irrigation purpose.

Bub this sort of 1if® ;rrigatioh is mainly in,Cﬁgrotar. In
some parts of Matar and lMahemdabad talukas, Meébvo;canal water .
is used for paddy culfivation. In Thasra and Kapadwanaj
taiukas, where cotton is the’ﬁéin cashgérop, vagaries of
raintall are less harmful.

Soil structure and crovs :

The district has mainly an alluvial soil, composed of
- depoéiﬁicn of ‘rivers Mahi, Shedhi, Meshvo and Vatrak. Major
lpart qﬂ the land of Kaira disﬁpict, is of Goradu type which
"is vich in fertility. There is also middle black soil in
the district. This sort of land is suibable for wheat and
paddy. Black soil of Thaéra and,iapadwanaj talukas is good
for cotton cultiﬁétion. Goradu type soll of Kairag district
has a good water sucking capacity, and is free from harmful
elements of soil. Both, for £ood grainsrand cash crops,
this type of éistf;§$ soil is best suiﬁed. Kairaydistrict,
therefore, was well known in'the Bombay Stabe for its fertile
Goradu soil. - , _ |

From the point of view of soil structure, the district
can be dividéd into three parts (1) Mal, (2) Charotar and
(3 Bngi. MYajor pprtion-of Kapadwana] and Thasra talukas
consist of Mal. HMal has a rich black soil. But until 1920,
most of the land in Kapa&wané.j and Thasra talukas, remained
uncultivated. Afterwardél as it was learnt that the land could
be used for the cultivabtion ef‘cotton, special attention has

been focussed in that direction.
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Proper Charotar consists of four. talukas vzz. Anand,
Nadlad, Petlad and Borsad. Proportlon of Goradu type of
land 1s muc h mor° 1n Charotar than in the remalnlng part of
’,Kalra dlstrlct. But even in Oharotar, the sozl of Anand and
‘ Barsad talukas 1s rlcher in fertlllqy ( on account of the
hlgber deposition of the river Mahi ) than bhat of Nadiad
. and Petlad talukas. It is to be noted that about 95 % land -
‘ﬂ‘ef Gheretar ie‘of,Goradu‘type,_rich in fertlllﬁy. Main
cash crop of Charotar is. tobacco, which ié-sui?able only to
g Garadu“%ype of sdii Most of'ﬁhe'tbbecco'oultivation of Kaira
" aistrict is concentrated in Chsrotar. In comparison o other
‘part of:Kalra dlstrlct, as there is better irrigation
facility, various types of vegetables and plantatlons of
lemon,’ %2%%2?”§%c; are also found 1n certaln places of
. Charotar. Hence Gharotar is better placed in agriculture, on
'account of better soil structure and 1rr1gatlon facilities,
. The land of Mapemdabad taluka is not so fertile as
‘that of Charobar. Soil of this' taluka is mainly composed of
mud of the rivérS‘Vaﬁnak éna Meshﬁa, which are very small,
‘Though major part: of the soil of this bsluka consists of
* Goradu type,ijet it 'is much less fertile than that of
| Charofar; Fooé—grains is the chief crop of ﬁhis taluka.
Cambay -and’ Matar talukas can be named as Bhgl reglon.
y Bnal has' a speclallty for wheat cultivabion., Some part of
Matar taluka, is known as DaSkosb;, Whlch 15'very much
'sultable for paddy. The s011 of Oambay taluka is much low in .
fertlllty. Though waters of Kaira dlstrlct rmvers reach the
sea by passzng tbrough'boundar:es of thls taluka, the soil
is not suffzclently fert1le, as the fertlle mud of the rivers

has,been dep051ted elsewhere 1n\theAdlstrlct. Moreover, major



33

part of this taluka is situated on a downward level. During
mongoon, it is difficult %o cultivate this soil. Bub this
‘lend has a. good waber storing capacity. Hence, this soll is
hiéﬁly‘suitable for wheat. Some land of this taluka has
remained as waste-land, as there is varying proportion of
Khar in the soil structure of this taluka. On account of
the aéove, there is very little scope of cash crops in Cambay
taluka. Khar element is also found in considerable amount

in the middle blacksoil of Matar taluka. Some portion of

the land of Matar taluka is also low in‘fertiiity. Hence,

in Matar taluka also, there is less scope of eash crops like
qtobacco, as we find in Chgrotar.

The land of Balashihor‘taluﬁa is stony. In mgjor
‘portion of this.taiuka, though= the river Mshi has made the
3._and fertile, j’et there is no proper Qevelopment of the
alluvial soil of this taluka.

The above, in brief, shows t@at on thel whole climate,
rainfsll and soil-structure of Kaira district are suitable
for agriculture. Bqt'Charbtar is in a(superior position, so
far as agriculture is concerned, than the remaining part of
"Kailra district, as it has rich Goradu type of land suitgble
to food-grains and cash crops.

Railway : ‘ ‘

. The contact of this district with other parts of
Bombay State and Indiag is mainly through Bombgy-Ahmedabad
railwsy iine of the Western iailways, which runs gpproximately
through the middle of the district. The first railwsy stabtion
on the mainline is Vasad and the last one is Kanij. The
distance between the two railway stations ié 36 miles, On

the meamtime, Anand and Nadiad are main junctions. At Anand,
moun - \ime



34

tbere are railway Lines for Anandévadtal" Anénd—éambay and
Anand-(‘rodhra. Hence the interior of Anand, Petlad, Borsad,
Cambay and Thasra taluxas Keep thelr contact of the Bombay-
| _Ahmedabad 11ne tbrough Anand. At Nadiad, there are trains
for NadladéKapadwanaa and madiadéPetlad 11nes. For thg
. interior of Nadlad):Matar, Kapadwabay, Mahemdgbad'and.?etlad
talukas, Nadiad is a comnvenient ¢entre for main line. Umreth,
Ode, Bhale], Pakof;GQhasrg, Bdriavi, Ahand, Nadiad, Mahudha,
Pij, Vaso, Petlad, Sojitra, Dharmaj, Nér, Borsad, Anklav,
Bb.adi'aﬁ, Cémbay, Tar‘apﬁr, M‘aﬁemélabad; Kapadwanaj, Adas and
- Kathiél towns are situgted an railﬁay lines. Except Adas,
in all towns 31tuated -on the railway statlons, there are
ngh Schools. Thls shows that ralxway has alse played an
1ndlrect part‘ 1n the growth of secondary education in towns
' and maaorlty of sucb ‘toms are 1ocated in Chgrotar. Having
E thus,dbserved the phys&cal surpound;ng.of Kaira district,
we shall now .exsmine some~éspects of economic and socisl
life of the pmople of bhis district, _
Economic and social 1ifé of the Qe@ié :

India'is maiﬁly an agriculturgl country. During

. British rule, 1ndustr1a1 development of the country was not
;encouraged, Hence, agrzculture has become a means of
sub51stence for most of ‘the populatlon of Indla.- In the

same way, Kalra distrlct malnly depends upon agrlcuiture.

.:Moreover, as we have seen, climate ralnfall and soil-

structure of ‘this dlstract, are weli Sultable for agriculture.
’ The peasantzy of this. district on the whole, 1s industrious
and nardworklng. Tne phy31ca1 su:rnundzng has made the

' district more prosperous in comparlson with.most other

dlstrlcts of buaarat.
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In Bombay State (Kalra district was a part of-
Bombay Btate until 4st May 1960) 66 % of the population is
dependent upon agriculture. In Kaira district, out of the
total popuiation of 4612426, 1146651 depend upon agriculture.
This shows that nearly 71 % of the populabtion of this district
is dependent upon agriculture. Hence, majofity of the
population live in villages.

The following Table No.9 shows urban and rural
population of this disfrict.

' Table No. 9 *

Rursl and Urban population in talukas of Kaira District

Neme of Taluka : Rural ¢ Urban : Total
: Populgtion : Population :
Anand 1,27,340 . 1, 24,025 2,51,365
Nadiad 1,46,858 99,612 2,46,470
Petlad ) 1530,091 63, 742 1,93,833
Borsad , 1 84,510 35,424 2,19,934
Cambay 89,445 . 4, 874 153,316
Matar 72,509 5,283 774592
Mahemdabad 92,747 17,206 1,09,953
Thasra 1,05,093 - 16,776 1521, 869
Kapadwanaj 1,45,899 31,529 1,77,428
Balashinor | 52,599 17,057 79,665
Uotel | 11,56,891  £,55,535  16,12,426
(72 %) (28 %) (100 %)

The gbove table shows thgt in gll talukas of Kairg

district, the number of rural population is ﬁigher. In this
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* Census Hand-book of Kairs D:.str:_ct, 1953
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district as a whole, 72 % of the total population resides in
rﬁral area, while only 28 % population is #esident of urban
area. In Anand and Nadiad btalukas, the number of urban populasl
tion is higher than that of the remalning talukas of this
district. In Thasra, Kapadwanaj, Matar and Mahemdabad, the
numb er o%-urban population is comparatively low.v It should be
noted that, though urban populabtion is higher in Anand and
Nadiad talukas in comparison to other balukas, yet excepbing
Anand and Nadiad towns, populaﬁion residing in obther towns of
these falukas is,cbiéfly devobted to agriculbure. Angnd and
Nadiad are the two main railway'junctions situated on the
Bombgy~Ahmedabad railwsy line, passing from the middle of this
district. Hence Anand and Nadiad have flourished as trading

' centres. Since back,~there have been transport facilities in
many parts of Charotar then in most other parts of this district.

In addition to better scope of agriculture in Charotar, as we

i previously seen, better transport facilities of this area might

\nave also t0ld upon the ‘habitation of the population.

If we examine the <following Table No.10,

Tgble N0.40 *

Density of population in tglukgs of Kagira districht

. iArea S5qg. :No, Of : NO.of : 1Total :Density per

Nane of Taluka%;gi}es sbowng svillages:Population: Sg. Mile
Anand - 260,0 13 66 2551, 365 967
Nadiad 241.0 5 95 2,46,470 1,023
Petlad 183, 2 5 78 159%,833 1,058
Borsad 232.4 3 93 2,19, 934 M6
Cambay . 398.6 2 - 103 1, 34, 316 937
Matar L 222,7 1 - 81 774592 248
Thasra ' 251+ 9 2 o 1,21,869 LA
Kapadwanag 379.8 3 163 1977428 467
. Mahendabad 193.4 2 75 1909,953 . 569
Bal gshinor 201.2 2 98 79,666 396
Kaira District 2,564.2 38 . 46 16,12, 426 629

 * Charotar Sarvasangraha.
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-We £ind that out of 2 564.2 Sq. mlles of this district,:

Charotar consmsts of 916 6 Sq. miles i.e. about 35,5 % of
the total area,pf this-d;strlc#. But so fap as populgtion is
concerned;‘wehfind‘ffém‘the'ébbvé table that out of the
16,12',#26'p,opﬁj,1a§ion of this district,, 9,141,602 i.e. 58.5%
popuiation resgides in'Charoﬁar. The téble fufther shows that
A'densiﬁy Bf pbﬁulgtioﬁ is muah highsr‘in Oharotar‘than in other
pért of this district. In Oambay and.Matar talukas, dens&ty
of poPulatlon per Sq. mmle 1s very 1ow.

 .The above table also shows that out of ‘38 towns of
tbls dlstrlct, 26 (1.e. about 67 %) towns. ‘are located in
‘Charotar only. Again, 1t can be seen from the table thatZ in
Cambay and Kapadwanaa talukas, number of villages is higher,
Lodklng t0o p0pulat10n, we f£ind from the above table, that the
proportlon of , villages is 1ass in Charotar than that of the
. remaining part of this dlstrlct It is slgniflcant to note
that though the ‘number of villages is highgr_in Cambay a nd

Kapadwanaj téldkas, majority of these villages are below

- ,p0pulatlon OL 1000 persons, whlch can be observed from the

follow1ng Teble No.11
Table No. M1 *

gzges of v1llages in tg;ukas of Kglra dlstrlct

5000 to: 200050°1000to 500 to Below : Total
Nao of Talukaj 70000, $5000 :2000 :1000 : 500 ; villames
~ Apand | — 28 22 12 4 66
Nadiad 2 24 29 27 15 - 95
Petlad 2 18 . 33 19 6 - 78
Borgad - 2 . 36 22 .19 4 g3
" Camb gy - 8 23 25 &7 103
Matar - - 8 20" 21~ 32 81
Thasra 1 15 24 25 29 o4
Kapadwana] 1 16 - %6 36 4 163
Mahemdabad - “w 17 21 . 23 75
"Balashinor - 5. 12 27 54 98
Kaira district . 8 172 248 232 286 F6

* Charotar Sarvasangraha
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| The above table shows that most of the villages ( 6
out of 8) having a populabtion between 5000 to 10000 persons
are in Charotar. Again, if can be seen from this table thab
the number of villages having é population between 2000 %o
5000 persons are more in Charobar than in other talukas of
this district (102 out of 172 villages). In Cambay, Kapadwara j
and Bglashinor talukas, number of villages below the
population of 500, is higher. Thus, it can be examined from
this table, that proportion of bigger villages is greater in
Charotar thanr in other part of this district. We have
previously observed that Charotar is better placed in
agriculture,‘on account of better type‘of soil and irrigabtion
facility, than remaining part of bthis district, on account
of it, proportion of bigger villages is greater in Chsrotar.

' For the growth of secondary education, towns and
big villages are more favouragble, because there it is easier
(more parbicularly in towns) to get sufficient number of
students to run secondény schools. The following table No.12
shows that the number of big towns is like the number of big

villages, also greater in Charotar.

-(For Tgble No.12 please see next page )
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‘, Table No. 12 *

Size of Towns in different talukas of Kaira District

Name of  :Popula:No.:PopulasNo.:Popula:No,:Popula:sNo.:Below  :No.
Talukas stion :of :Hion :of :tion :0f stionm sof 25,000 s of

s above :tow:20,000: tows10,000: tows 5,000 :tow: s Gow
350,000 -ns: =  :=ns: - :=ng: to :=ns: ¢ =18
: : : 50,000 s 20,000; £ 10,0003 : :
Anand . = - Anand ‘1 Umreth 3 Bhalej 8 = -
Ode, . Chikhodra
Karamsad - Sarsa
Samarkhs
. Adas,
Vadod
Napg
Boriavi
Nadiad Nadiad 1. - -  Chaklashifq Mahudha 3 Napad 1
Vaso
_ , : Pij
Petlad - - Petlad 1 Sojitra 1 Nar, 3 - -
, ‘ - Dharmaj
. . Mahelav
Borsad - - Borsad 1 - - Bhadran 2 - -
Anklgv
Cambay - - Cambay 1 - - Tarapur 1 - -
Matar : - - - = - ~— Mabar 1 - -
Thasra - - - - Dakor 1 Thasra 1 - -
Kapadwana] - - Kapadwar - - Kathlal 1 Virpur 2
-naj Antarsumba
Mahemdhbad -~ - - - - - Kaira 2 —~ -
Mahemdabad
‘Balashinor - - - -~ Bglgshinor1 - - - -
Kaira district 1 5 7 22 3

We hgve previously observed that out of 38 towns of

Kaira district, 26 are situgted in Charotar. The above
Table No.412 shows that the number of towns having population
of _50,000 pérsons is only one in the district and that is

in Charotar. The number of towns having populabion between
20 to 50 thousand are 5 in the district and out of them 3 are
in Charotar. Towns naving‘;pOpulatioz‘n between 10 to 20

thousand persons are 7 in the district and of them 5 are

* Census Handbook of kaiva distyict 1983,
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in Chgrotar. There gre 22 towns in this disbtrict, which
have population between 5 thousand to 10 thousand, and outb
of them 16 are located in Chérotar. % Towns of this district
have‘population below 5000 and 1 of thém is situabted in
Charotar. From the above table, thus it can be.seen that
not only thelnumber of towns 1s higher in Charotar but the
number of big towns is also greater in Chgrotar than those
of 5he remaining part of this district. Thus Charobtar is
more favourgble for the growth of secondaryheducatiom;
Charotar, as we have previously observed, has alhuvial
soil and better irrigation facility. Hence, people of
Charotar are comparatively better off. Moreover, a
considerable number of persons, particularly Pgtidars, have
settled in East Africa for business and service. Not only
most of the tobacco culbivation of this district is
concentrated in Charotar, bub most of the businessmen dealing
in tobacco also belong to Charotar. The number of persons
who reside in various business centres of Indig, like
Bombgy, Calcubtta, Nagpur etc., is much higher in Charotar,
than that of the remaining part who have settled outside
India, mainbain lively contact with their native place as
their residence in foreign countries is for economic purpose
only. They pass their retired life in their native place,
and most of them Bhave their native places in Charotar. The
above factors, thus nave\added to the prosperity of
Charotar. Moreover, the number of upper castes (Brahmins,
Baniyas and,Patidars) wmye ig much higher in Charobar, than
that of the remaining part of this disbtrict. Hence, The
desire for secondary education'has grown considerably in

Charotar and ' it is in bebter positioun to gfford it.



41

. Getting doéatiéns for running secondary schools gnd
for erecting school buildings, is not so difficult in
Charobtar, as in other parts of +this district. Better off
peaéants, businessmen degling in tobaéco and persons living
in Atrica, whose native place is in Chgrotar, have givgn good
donation for :unning geccndary‘schools. During last 10
years many secondary schools in urban and rural area of
Charotar have developed inbo High Schools, with decent
school-buildings because of such donat;ons.

Bxcluding Charotar, Kapadwanaj and Thasra talukas are
in cbmparison, economically better than the rest of the
talukas of this district, as they are good for cash crops
like cotton and oil seeds. But the social surrounding of
these talukas has told upon the growth of secondsry education
in these Galukas.

1In Kapadwang] taluka +there are 1&3 villages, out of
which 74 are having populgbtion of less than SOO perosns eache.
Leading persons of these villages, in mény cases, belong %o
different parts of Kaira district or of Gujarat. They#
have setltled as big land-holders after 1920, for cultivabion
of cobton. We have previously seen that the land of this
taluka was considered as waste~land until 1920. It was
- therefore easy to occupy of tﬁis land for cultivabtion. Some
intelligént and adventufous éeasants, mostly Patidars
"belonging to the villages like Nar, Sarsa, Khambholaj etcs ,

Y Kalra district and from some cotton growing villages of
Baroda dnd Broaghdistricts, hgve mnigrated there., But they
have not made their residence permanent in.Kapgdwénaj taluka.

Their attachment is towards their native place. Hence, their
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contribﬁtion towé?ds_the development 5? this taluka in
socisl and cultural affairs is little. This ig one of the
féaspns‘for less deveibpmént*of secéndany edgqation in
‘»Kabadwanajktaluka. In Thasra taluka also, the number of
ouﬁsiders is gignificant. They have no special interest
for social and cultural development of this taluka, as we
have seen in the case of Kapadwanaj téluka. Moreover, most
of the poéulation in this taluka consists of Baraiyas,
Musliﬁs and backwafd'caste peoplé: They lack the desire -
for.Sebondary education as we find in the case of upper
casbes. Hence thés taluka 3.sq|;faggmg behlnd in s econdary
educatlon. ‘

’ . The socigl surrounding tbus explaln the greater degree
of secondary education in Charotar, than in remalnlng

Part of th:.s district. o

Secondarv educatlon chiefly- conflned to the upper caste
Hindus in Kaira district and the social set up ¢

' We have previously observed in this @hapter that about

© Q0 %:popdlatioh of Kairsa disfricﬁ is Hindu. Hence, social
life Bf this district is mminly that of Hindu community. In
the Hindu community, caste system has played en important

-part in‘fixing the‘sﬁatus and occupation of an individual in
socieﬁy; During the,pre-British'da§s and a considerable
period tﬁereafter@ the caéte.system WéS~very rigid. Formerlly,
it was only bthrough caste, that an>individqal's approach to
wider society was'possible; During the pre-British period,
Brahmins en joyed higher socisl status by birth and they had
a tradition for learning. Baniyas indulged mostly in |

: Abusinessién& in money—iending. Their occupation thus

necessitated some educgbion. Baniyas were classed among
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among upper casbtes. Patidars, in this district, had been
agriculturists holding good amount of land. Baralyas who
constitube about go % of the population, had been mainly
tenants, petty land-holders and landless agriculture

~ labourers. Thus in the caste ladder, after Brahmins and
Baniyas, Patidars enjoyed nigher social status in this
district.

But. with the advent of Rribtish rule in India, the
traditional higher sociszl stabus of the upper castes was
put in trouble., Persons employed in position of powers
that is in governmentsl jobs were highly respected. Before
the British rule, lower castes had no chance for admini-
strative jobs. But during the British rule, governmental
jobs were made open to’gll irrespective of caste and creed.
The requisite for such Jjobs was secondary and in some higher
Jobs, higher education. 4English knowing persons were needed
bylthe Britishers for helping them in administraﬁion in
India. Hence gradually formal education system was started
by them and persons receiving this education had a chance
of getting position of power and consequently nigher sockal
status. Thus, for the upper castes, education became a
~ necessity in order to maintsin their higher social status.

During the later part of Briftish rule and after
the independence of India in 1947, there have been rapid
chanées in occupstional structure. There has been a
tendency Lo respect more those persons engsged in white-
collar Jobs and for getting such jobs secondary and higher
education is essential. Educaticn has been made open:to

all castes and creeds and with the independence of India,
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governmeht takes sPecial interest in béckward éastes by
glving scho.{.arshlps to tb.e students belonglng o these
castes, in order to pramote educatlon among them. After the
independence of Indla; scope for whlte,collar jobs has been
increased on accbdnt‘of econbmic'plannihg‘and industrial
development 0f the céuntry. Vin these circumsténces, upper
castes cannot do without‘ education,:if they want to maintain
their socisal statqs;‘ Hence, in the people of the upper
castes, urge for secondary education is intense. Again, S0
'fa; as Kaira district is ooncernéd; economically, they are,
in ggnepal, better‘off<ﬁhan the rest of the population.
Hence -they are in a pééition;ﬁp‘afférd secondary and higher
educaﬁion.‘ MOre¢éér, Charotar haé‘provided them more
favourable economic and éocié; situation, for the development
of secondary education,>which we have brevibusly observed
in this chapter. = . '

About”89‘%.pd@dlation of Kaira distﬁiét, consists of
Hindus and the remainibg populagtion consists of Muslims and
Indian thistians, the number of others (only 4017 persons)
being negligible.*‘fn‘éasé oﬁ'seoondany educabion the
' pérce'ntage, of 'ﬁipdus‘is 93.5, as {ve ‘have obsé;ved previously
in Table No.7. This'éhows that Hindus are comparatively
_ advanced in secondary educatlon than Muglims and Indlan
Chrlstlans. The populatlon of Lndlan Chrlstlans, in this
aistrict is 39091 (4bout 2. 3% of the tobal populabion). Bub
in secondary education their proportion is iower, as we
have observed in’Taﬁle No.7 that about 82 % étudents are
- Indian Christians. Iﬁdian Christians‘in this district are

mostly persons of Backward castes such as Dhed, Chamar, and



. Bhangi who have been converted into christians. Though they
have been classified as separabte class by the Government,
yet excepting religion, there ig no notable difference
between them and the people of backward castes. On account
of contact with christimn missionaries, there is some change
in the outlook of Indiasn christians, but it seems that the
change has not so much pénetrated as to create a demand for
secondary education among them.

The population of Muslims in Kaira district is
1,441,782 (about 8.7 % pf the total population).But Table
Eo.? shows that only 3.5 % students learning in secondary
schools, belong tc'that communiﬁy. Unlike advanced-castes,
Hindus, there is‘no'tradition fof education among Muslins.
Moreover, they are backwgrd in socigl and economic spheres.,
It is to be noted that though the propértioﬁ of urban

population is comparatively more in Muslims and Indign
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chrisﬁiaﬁé, than that of Hindus, still in secondary educstion,

Hindus are more forward. The following Table No.1% shows
rural and urban population of Kaira district, belonging to
different communities.

( Table No. 13 *
Rural/Urban population of Xaira district according to

' religious communities

Rural/Urban area: Hindu : Muslim :Indian : Gthers
: $ ;Christians ¢

Rural ares 10,62,4%3 66,922 27,321 212

Urban area 3,68,103 74,860 - 11,767 805

Kaira district 14,30,5%6 1,441,782 39,091 1,017

Eroﬁ the above table N0.13, it can be seen that among

Hindus about 25 % are urban-dweliers. The gbove Table
* Census HandbooOgk
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further shows that in Muslims more than 50 %, in Indian
Chrigtians nearly %0 % .and in others nearly 80 % are urban
dwellers. ‘

It is interesting to note thabt in all the towns except
Samarkha and Adas, there are secondary schoolg. In botb
Samarikha and Adas, more than 80 to 90 % population consists
of Baraiyas. In social affairs, they are the leading persons
In the above btwo towns populabion of advanced caste Hindus
is very negligible and they have very 1ittie'voice in local
socigl matters. It is estimated that about éo % population
of the district consists of Baraiyas. Bub in secondary
educabion their percentage is not more than 5.

Baraiyas are sociglly and economically backward. As
we have previously seen, 71 % of the population depends upon
agriculture. Patidars and Baraiyas are the aggriculturists
in this region. Patidars, whose population is less than 15 %
are the owners of 60 to 70 % cultivable Land of the district.
Baralyas, whose population is 60 % are the owners of not
more than 20 % land. Most of‘ﬁhe Bargiyas,lare small land
-holders or landless labourers., In some cases, they are
small tenant-cgltivaﬁars. On account of The paucity of
means, their agricultural production is very low in comparison
to that of Patiders. '

AS most of the Baraiyas are landless labourers or
petty land-holders, they have no means for providing
secondary education To their childfen. Rargly any person
of this community is engaged in white collar Jjob, or in
enlightened profession. No person of this group has settled

in Africa, as advance-class Hindus, mginly Pabidars.
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Exceﬁting few towns, most of the persons of ?his ¢ onmunEty
aré in rural area. The demand for secondanyieducation,
. hence, has not grown among %them. The desire for secondary
education, thusj,is highly lacking in this community.

Moreoﬁer,'their moral valuations have remained
different. Brahmiﬁs have inherited the tradition for
education. Baniyas and Pabtidars have formed this tradition
knowing the présent curﬁents and their better economic
status hgs paved way for it. In-casé of Baralyas the
tradition for valour is found in its most unhealthy form.
Sometime back, in Mahi-kantha villages, pérsons indulging
in robbery were‘socially respected by persons of this
community . Robﬁery, theft, murder and such harmful anti-
soclal activibies are mostly undertsken by these people,
though now there is a considerable improvement., In a number
of villages, mainly consisted_of the people of this caste,
there were not geven primary schools a’few years back. The
percentage of illiteraéy would be the highest in this
comnunity., All these factors have played adversely upon
the demanq fdr secondary education in this community.

Again, Baraiyas dwell in small willages. Hven in
towng like Chaklashi and Samarikha, whgre their population
is coﬁsiderably much, they dwell in fgrms. This provides
diffiédlty to thelr .children to get even primary education,
Before the compulsory primsry education was intvoduced, most
of the children of Baraiyas, did not attend even primary
schools. |

Next to Baralyas, Patidar is an important caste in

this distriect. As previously seen their population in the



district is about 2 lskhs of péople. From the standpoint
of economic progress, now they stand forward in the district.
They are the leading cultivators and almost all businessmen
in the district and outside the district in India, dealing
in Bidi-tiobacco belong to this caste. Many adventerous
persons of thiS'caste have sebttled in South and East Africa,
Aden, Burma, Fizi etc. for business and service. In some
villages and particularly in Charotar, the local leadership
is enjoyed by bthem. As economically bthe caste is betber
off, most of the donation towards the High schools is giﬁen
by the people of this caste and in places wherein this
caste predominates though the people of this caste gre found
in all the talukas of the district, their number is far more
in Charotaer. It is also to be noted that most of the
peopig‘of this caste who have gone far business and service,
hail from Charobtar. One of the significant reasons behind
Charotar's advancement in secondary education, is the
generous donations given by these persons.

At the time 0f a betrothsal, education of g boy is
now highly taken into comnsiderabtion in upper castes. That
is why in upper cases even dull students are forcibly sent
%o the school unbil their marriage. Among pabtidars of this
region, there is a—dowry system. 4 student learning in a
collége can fetch a2 good agmount of dowry. This is also oée
of The conéﬁéerationé behind providing secondasry and higher

education to the boys belonging to this caste.

Occupgtion of the peonle and secondary education in Kaima
district

The totalrpqpulation of Kaira district is 16.12 lakhs
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of péoplet' This population depending wpon,SeVéral Qccupations
can be classified as undér.aé,shown in the Table No. .
" Table No. 14 *

Ocoupation of the éopula%ion'

¥ ame of Occupation _Population depen : % of The popu-~

°dent upon it :1lation depending
- ‘(1akhs of people):
AG&ICUL”UR& s : M&7 71
i) Mainly tilling their S .
OWI] land 70 89 - 4‘9
1i) Mainly tenant cultivators 1. M 12
111)Land—less agriculture S - -
labourers 1.08 6.6
iv)Non-cultivating landlords Lo ‘
depending upon agriculture «56 y 2l
NON-AGRICULTURE : - 4,65 29
i) Productive occupgtions
other than agriculture 1.48 - 9.2
ii) Trade & Commerce . . : <97 : 6.0
iii) Transport ' .16 ‘ 1.0
iv) Miscellaneous S .
occupations and services 2,04 ‘ 12.8

The above table No.14 shows thatAVj % of the

_ population is‘depenéent,qpon agriculture. Out of them 49%
are agriculturists mainly tilling their own land. 3.4 %
are landlords who themselves do not culbtivate bub depend
upon agriculﬁare incomé. 'We have previously‘seen in this
chapﬁer'thét agriculture is perfcrméd qhiefly by Patidars
and éaraiyas,lin Kaira diétrict.' Wie have also observed
bhat about 60 ;6 70% of the cultivable land is possessed by
Patidars, though Gheir population is small (aboﬁt 2 lgkhs)
than that of i%araiyas-(abou% 9 lakhs). This shows that a
very large ma;;orlvy of agrlcultur:.s’cs dependent mainly  upon

- um ww e wm e e mm e i W s W W et SR W W - e B RS e et e i e B v e ox

. * Charotar’ Sarvasangraha
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their own land is Patidars. A very large majoribty of
agriculture landless labourers’and cultivabors mainly
tenants consist of Baraiyas. 3

The above taple No.14 again shows fhaf 29 %
population depends upon non-agriculture occupations, trade
and commefce; transport, services and miscellaneous
occuvations., It is not possible to f£ind out The perceutage
of upper castes depending upon the gboves But general
observabtion of this dlstrlct shows that a very large majority
of persons dealing in trgdé and commerce and engaged in
gainful occupations and white collar jobs congist of the
upper castes, | ’

| It seems that secondary education and occupation of
the people has relaﬁionship,,as our present inguiry shows
that out of 546 students wbo mentioned the occupation of
their guardlans, only 186 (i.e. 34.2 %) belong to
agrlculture. Thus, it shows that though the population
dependent upon agriculture is 71 % in matter of secondany
eduoafion, their percentége is less.) Here, it should be
noted that a very large majority Baraiyasmare petty
land=~holders, tenant cultivators and landless agriculturagl
labourers who are socigzglly and economically backward.
On account of the above number of  students coming from
agriculturists is relabtively small, though the number of
Patider étudents whose guardianstoccupgtion is agriculture,
is high. ‘

Populgbion dependent upon non-agriculbtural
occupations, transport, commerce and services is 29 %, as
observed in the Table No.14, but 65.8 % students (360 out
of 546 students) belong to these groups.
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people has relationship. But here also cas eagt@psrin,

) Thte , P
b "\ WOk % /~.

because in gainful occupgbions and servzces;xg vﬁpy large

mavorlty of persons are found belonglng to uyper\caé%éé.\/'?
Social background thus shows how secondsry educabion

is very largely confined to the upper castes, though it

is open to all, "irregpective of caste and creed.

Secondary education ig mainly confined to males in
Kaira district :

' Wie observed how secondary education is ¢ hiefly
confined to Gharotar and upper caste Hindus. Now the
following will explain how éecondaﬁy education is very
‘largely confined to males only. |

The population of males and females, in this district
is 8,43,250 and 7,69, 176 respectlvely. ‘Thls shows that
‘population of males is higher than that of females. DButb
there is no significant difference.  We hgve observed in
Table No.3 that out of 23,931 secondary school students;
only 4,325 are girl students among whom only 977 belong to
rural area. This shows that secondary education among
girls is very low. In the’higher education ib is even
lower, as there afe 3,64% persons in thié district
possesszng Unxver51ty Degrees and only 1/9 th¢ of them
are women, _

Though, Co-education is common in the secondary
schools of this district, it has nob come into force with
a view to realiée benefits of se@mndéry education to girls.
In the upper éastes, now the educabion of girl is also
teken into considergtion at the time of marriage settlement.

This has made parents to send their daughters to secondary
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séhools. But the number of girl students varies from
place.to place. It is interesting to note that in some
advanéed villages of Charotar viz., I\Tadiad‘, Dharmayj,
Bhadran, Nar, Karamsad etc., which have their own group
so far as marriage among Patidars is concerned, number
of girl students is higher:

‘Among upper castes also, higher education to girls
has been considered as more of &he a‘luxury %han a
Aneéessity, The argument is ever raiséd as to futilivy
of education to0 girls. A girl hgs to ﬁind the kitchen
- and to do household work in her futqre life, it is s0
argued. It may be that social factors and particularly
marriage settlement have more or less canpelled parents
of upper casbes to send Their daughters to secondary
schools., .

We have previously seen that 72 % population of
this district is rural and in the secondary schools
located in rurgl area, the number of non-locgl students
is considergble. Bubt the scope of girls as non-local
students is little in such schools, because parents are
afraid o sénd their daughters to schools which are not
'situated at the place of Their dwelling, because of
socigl norms, .

One of the reasons why there is low percentage
of secondary education in females, may be Hthe orbthodox
nabure of parents, mainly of mothers. The percentagef
of illiteracy is muc h higher in females than in malese.
Again in rural area, theypr0portiéh is greater. The

illiteracy of parents might have mafle them orthodox in
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: matter of giv:.ng seconda,ry educ:ata.on to gxrls.

If we e:x:am:x.ne the follow:.ng Table 1@0.15, sbowmo'
the. peroentage of l:.tera’ce males and females in Kalra
d:.stra.c‘b. S _— | N
Table N0.15 *

Percentgge o:f:’ 11tergt and 1111terate ma}.es
and femgles in rural and urban area.Kalra digtrict

_ ‘tRﬁx:’gl)Urbaﬁ j:' % of l:t.ter«a.% of’ 1111-% of ~ :% of ill-

. i-—ate males sberate :sliteraté:iterate

LS . 2 males :Pfemgles :females
‘Ru‘:,‘:-a;"ér‘éa" S e 2. -88
Ifﬁbahar‘ea: R 1 4 - 29 . 7
Kaira Dlstrict "40’32 S 59 68 16, 85 83.15

: We flnd that 110eracy 1s less in tHe district as
a whole and partioularly among females, as 83.15% of them
are. 1111terate.k In rural area, the percentages of
) 11berate males and females are less.l In the rural area,
only 12 ﬂ females are 11terate. “hus the 11_1ueracy of
the parents and nartlcularly of mother may be one of the
reasons for 1ower number of glrl students in secondary
‘schools.~> - : ~;.‘ 'ﬂu
' .‘ How secondary and degree educatlon is caleily
‘conllned to males and urban area,,can be observed from

 the follow:.ng Table No. 16. (Please see next page )

- * Oﬁa?otar“jsar%as'apgrahé.. :
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The above Table No.ﬂé shows that a very large
number of degree holders are males, r_esid:ing in urban
area. This applies to matriculates also as only 29 % of
them reside .in villages and a very large mgjority of
matriculates are males. Out of 118 agriculture graduates,
only 5 reside in villages. 1In case of doctors, 77 % of
them live in towns. This shows that villages get little
benéfi“s of the services of degree holders. How women
are backward in higher gvenues of life is also evident

from the sbove Table No0,16.
* W ® % %* ok ' * %

OQur observations, in this Chapter, thus show
that there is a particular patern of‘ secondary educabion
systen iﬁ Kalra district. This pattern unfolds that
secondary educablion is more concentrated in Charotar and
Urban area, than in remaining part of this district and
rurgl area. Agsin, 1t shows that secondary educabion
is highly confined to the three upper castes viz. Brahmins,
Baniyas and Patidars, though it is open to all.

In this Chapter, we have seen that tkile above pattern
of secondary education system is not an accident, but at
the back of it there is a particular type of social sgstem;'

Kalra district is maiﬁly canposed of Hindus and
caste systenm f:éom the distant past has been governing the
socigl life of a Hindu Socleby. at the time when secondary
education was introduced in this district, the three upper

castes viz., Brahnins, Baniyas and Patidars enjoyed higher



social status. During the later part of British rule and
particulariy after ‘independehbe'z of Ihdia, there have been
such‘ohénges in social valuations paﬁticuia;ly in social
status that the upper‘éastgs cannoﬁ’éfford to neglect
4 secondary educabion, =
Better soil structure, irrigation facility and

crop ‘system have placed Charotar in a better economic
positionf Mbrecver,ibgtter transport facilities helped
this area iﬁ developing business. . But these gains have
beentchiefly attained by %be uppef céstgs. 'Hence people
of this group d'eve‘10ped the‘d,emand for seooncigry e ducation
énd %éa at the same:time, chiefly4they have been in the
position to afford it. In the remaining part of Kaira
,districﬁ, demand for secondary edacatibn in-thg upper
dastes night be inténse,‘but they are not so fortunate
té'affofd it; as théupeoﬁle 5f Chgrotar, as they are not
séﬂqconomically~placed. _ ‘

‘ This shows tﬁat though secondary educétion has been
made opeﬁ to all, thei traditional social structure has

‘acted as a sieve in its spread.



