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Chapter V

THE KALAMBANDHI AND SURVEY RECORDS OF RADHVANAJ

L: The Survey of 1616 and Ite Records

Ond:.of the first things. Bannewall dld after the appoint-
ment of village accountants was the imitiation of a survey of
villages in m#diad pargana. He reported to the Collector soon
after the survey: 9..... an_ individual and saparate settlement
with each cultzvator becane necessary, to ascertain the true
amount of his enjoyments and the rent he was equitable bound to
contribute. The rental. of the ryot being ascertained and com-
pleteé; the next step was to atfain a corﬁeat‘account of the
lands actually in his possession: For the purpose a survey was
undartaken,leach field numbered, ité\name4 with that of its
confines, the quantity of land it was rated at, or estimated
to contain, together with: the name of its. proprietor or cul~
tivator, were all rec.:t:»:n:-deul.”C The area of land was not measured
but estimated. It was, as Barnewall statad; 'survey inspection’®
of land and not ‘survey measurement;fG?The villagers tried to
oppose and interrupt the survey, but "from the influences of
BEuropean agency bn the spot, such a sﬁipit a8 well as the im-
prudent exercise of the power by the natives employed, was
gradually and temporarily overcome and restrained, and in the
course of six months the inspection of the lends in the geréunggg
was completed.f @2

The land registers prepared by the villge aécountants
under Barnewall's supervision were each called Talati-no Namoono.

I have however not yet found a single land register in the record
offices } have so far visited,
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Barnewall also tried to establish the grounds on which
a peasant was partially or fully exempted from paying revenue.
KBach peasant was asked either to furnish a deed or. to execute
a penalty bond to prove his rights. Barnewall wrote in his
report to the Collector, "From the extent of the alienated
lands in this district, tﬁa patient éxamination and entry of
the deeds, requisite to establish the title to the enjoyment:
of the produce of such~£ennres in the Tullatee's dufter, is a
work of considerable labour to accomplish, E%ery practic-
able attention is, however, being given to this object, and
‘the register is in a very forward state, and by due diligencse
will be completed in the whole of the.ensuing,yaar;?gyl have

not yet found any register mentioned in this statemént.

II: Kalamban&hl Reeords

Another record, which perhaps began to be prepared
during Baénewall's survey, was called Kalambandhi, It was a
record, under different heads, of the details of social
organization in particular (kalam = pen, article, clausse,
item, head, heading). While the other two records:were
records. of land, revenue and tenure, the Kalambandhi was

a racord of rules, regulations, customns and usages.

The Kalambandhi. books were revised from time to time,
somethnes at an . interval of one year and sometimes more
than ons year. In a revised béok, a few new kalams would
be added, a few would be dropped, add. in the case of a few
others there would be changes in the details recorded under
the seme kalam. In any one year, however, the Kalambandhi
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books of al; the villages were supposed to be written according
to the same general pattern. JActually I have found a manusl
containing instructions to be followed in preparing a Kelam-
bandhi book. This does not however mean that the Kalambandhi
of each village included all the kalgms mentioned in the manual.
Unfortunately the earliest Kalambandhis seem to have been lost.
Among the Kalambandhis found in the record offices-in Kaira

District at the present time, the earliest series belongs to the

year 1819-20.

I have not been able to find the earliest Kalambandhi of
Radhvanaj. Its earliest aveilable Kalambandhi is dated Samvat
1879, A.D.1823-24. It starts with Kalam No.5 and ends with

Kalam No.23. The niﬁeteen Kalams are as follows:

Kalam;5=’ A table showing, for the current and the .previous
year, the total area of cultivated and uncultivated land under
eachqtenuret the total amount of revenue assessed, realised and
lost from land under each tenure, the total amount of income

to the Government from other sources, the differences between
the two years, and the reasons for the differences. -

Kalam 6: A table showing the names of various village officials
. and servants, and. their emoluments in cash and kind.

Kalam 7: A statement about the gross and met amounts of revenue
realised from the village in the current and the previous.year,
the name of the revenue contractor, and other details about the
contract. ’

Kalam 8: Revenue rates for each tenure of land and for each
caste. '

Kalam 9: Rules governing Wanta and Talpad tenures and their
sub~tenures.

Kalam 10: A statement about the history, area, cultivation,



61

etc. of the Wanta lands in the village, and the names of lead~-
ing Wanta-holders.

Kalam 11: A table showing the area of cultivated and uncultivat-
ed land of each soil-type amnd tenure, snd the assessed, realised
and lost revenus from lends of each category.

Kalam 12: Rules governing services provided by important artisan
and servicing castes in. the village.

Kalam 15: Names of receivers of giras gllowanceé,.names of their
native villages, and the amount of giras allowance received by
each.

Kalam 14: A Table showing, for the current and the previous
year, the expenses incurred by the Government.for the village
comnunity, snd a statement explaining the reasons for the
differences between the two years.

Kalam 15: A tabls of population census showing, for each caste,
the total number of househol@a, the total population, the number
of men end women of four age-groups, and the total number of
ploughs kept by the members of the caste.

Kalam 16: A statement regarding unauthorigzed occupants of land.

Kelam 17: The name and the conditions of work of the village
Pasi, the tracker of foot prints of thievéds.

Kalam 18: A sketch map of the village-site, showlng wards and
streets, and a statement of its ‘boundaries.

Kalam 19:. A brief statement concerning bride-price, dowry,
expenses at weddingzand mortuary ceremonies, remarriage of
widows and divorced women, rules of inheritante, etc. for
each caste in the villages.

Kalam 20: Accounts end vouchers. (This is only the heading
of the Kalam, The accounts and vouchers were not a part of
the Kalambahdhi book).

Kalam 21: Names of persons holding land under Wanta tenures,
the area of land held by each, and the amount of assessed,
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realbsed amd }ost revenus from each's land.

Ealam 22: Names of receivers of religious allownéces, names of
their native places, and the asmount of each's allowance, -

Kalam 25 : Names of receivers of;kothaii—santh allowances,
names of their native places, and the amount of each's allow-
anceo .

It is noteworthy that seferal Kalams iﬁ this . Kalambandhi
book provided data about two years, 1822-23 and 1823-24. The
next availsble kalambandhi book of Radhvanaj is dated Samvat
1882, A.D.1825-26. It begins with Kalam 8, ends wiﬁh Kalam 22,
end ex_cl{;des Kalams 16 and 21. Out of the thirteen Kalams,
the Kalams 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17 and 18 correspond very'
closely to the Kalams 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, and 17
respectively of the Kalambandhi of 1824, but the information
given under the former is less detailed than thé information
‘givén,under the latter; Among the remaining four Kalanms, the
Kalems 20 and 22 did not apply to Radhvanaj, and therefore
-~ only the headings were mentioned. The Kalam 12 was concerned
with the area of land of various physical types and with the
crops grown in the village, and the Kalam,ﬁ9 with the’boundap

ries of the administrative village.

Besides the Kalambandhi books. for évﬁry<individual
village, we also find books based on the classification of
Kalambandhi béoks of all the villages in a pargana.. Each
book of this kind contains the transcription of information
recorded. under a single gg;géfin the\Kalgmbandhi books of
all the villages in a p 5 a in a single year. Each of
these books provides a comparatlva view of a single aspect

of vxllase life for all the villages in a p g a in a single
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year. We get, for instance, the information about the artisan
and servicing cas?éagin all the villages of a Eargana‘collected
in a sinéle book. .Similarly we: get the censuses of all,thg
villages tabulated in a single book. For any one year there
afe as many books as there are kalams iecordedﬂin the Kalam-
bandhi books of that year. If the. Kalambandhi book of an
individual village is missing, one can easily reconstruct it

on the basis of these classified books.

Although I have not found the Kalambandhi booek of
‘Radhvanaj for 1826-27, I have found' the transeriptiéps of
Kalams 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 18, in the classified
books of that year. Out of -the nine Kalems, the Kalems 6, 9,
10, 11, 13, 14 & 18 correspond verylclosely,to.tha Kalams 6,
8, 9, 10, 12, 13 & 17 respectively of the book of 1823=24,
éﬁd the Kalam 12 éorrasponds very closely to the Kalam 12 of
the book of 1825=26. The information.given under the Kalams
of this year is more detailed than the information given
under the corresponding Kalems. of the previous. years. The
Kalam 15, new for the book of 1826-27, deals with the revenue

history of the village from the time of the Gaekwad rule’to
| the year of the book. = '

I11: The Survey of 1825 and 1ts Records .

N ‘Barnewalljs»survey; as already mentioned, egtimgted and
not measured the area of land. A more accurate survey was
therefore initiated in Kaira District in 1820. It was a part
of what was called Revenuexaﬁd Topographical Syrwey of Gujaras,
carried out under the geﬁeral sﬁperintendencexof,Gaptain

Cruikshenk, with his headquarters at Broach. The Nadiad
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pargana was surveyed in 1825 by Ceptain Uvans, assisted by
Lieutenant Keys. They surveyed Radhvanaj in May 1825 with the

help. of several Gujarati assistants.

The résults of the survey were written down in Gujarati
in bulky books called Jarif-no Qhopdo (= Survey Book), and such
a book f£6r Radhvanaj is found in the record office in Matar.
The major part of this book, as that of the Survey Book of any
other village, is what I will call the Land Registem. The"
survey data. about each ﬁield is tabulated in eleven.columns
as follows: (1) number of the field, (2) number of the.field
in Talati-no Namoono, (3) area of Qha field according to the
survey, (&) area according. to Talati-no Namoono, (5) .name, of
the field and the numbers or names of the fields. on its
boundaries,'(é) type of s0il and the area of the field in
round number; (7) name of' the owner, (8) whether cultivated
by the owner himéelf or by a tenant, and the tenant's name,
if cultivated by a tenant, (9) whether dultivated eé\not during
the survey year, and if culﬁifated; the.crogs grown and the
yield‘of each crop, (10) trees on the field, (11) remarks
about irrigation, the usual yield of crops,.ownership disputes,

etc.

The second major part of the Burvay‘ﬁook:is what I will
call the .Census Register. The census data about each house~
‘hold is tabulated im fifteen columns with the following heads:
1) serial number of the household, (2) name of the head of the
- household, (3) houses and hgés, (4) meh, (5) women, (6).servants
and slaves, (7) total number of persons, (8) bullocks and male
calves, (9) cows and female calves, (10) feﬁale'buffaloes and

calves, (1l1) horses and colts, (12) goats and sheeps, (13) carts
. .
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and carriages, (14) ploughs, (15) pukks wells in good condition.
The names of thé heads of houéeholds are listed accord_ing‘to
caste and religious group, and a table at the end of the Regis-
ter shows the totals of the various columns %or each caste and
religioua'gronp, and another table éhows the classification of

houses and huts according to building materials,

In addition to the Land Register and the Census Reéister,’
there are the following eleven statements and tables very

similar to the Kalams of the Kelambandhi books:

(1) a table’showing the number of births, deaths and marriages
during five years preceding the survey year.

(2) A 1list of wells, showing for each well, the name of the

-  owner, whether the well was built with bricks and whether
equipped with irrigation devices, an estimate of the amount
of water in the well, and an sstimate of the cost of repair
and/or constructing irrigation devices.

(3) A table showing the total area of cultivated and uncultivat-
ed land of each soil-type, the total area of cultivated and
uncultivated land under each tenure, the amount of assessed,

., realised and lost revenue from sach category of land, and
the amount of income from taxes and cesses other than land
revenus. ‘ -

(4) A statement of;rﬁles, including the rates of revenue, for
different land tenures,

(5) A stetement of the rates of taxes and cesses other than
" . lend tax, and of hereditary dues and fines.

(6)~A statement of the sources of miscellaneous income to the
government, such as income from trees and manure, and from
licences for selling opium. '

(7) A balance-sheet of village accounts.
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(8) A table of current prices of various grains.

(9) A brief account of the revenue administration of the
villege, year by year, from the date the village came
under British admimistration o the survey year.

(10) A statement regarding the boundafy disputes between
villages settled by the surveyors.

(11) Statements about the survey itself, such as, the names
of the members of the survey staff, their wages, other
expenses of the survey, and the method of land measure-
ment.

In addition to preparing the Survey Book in Gujarati,
the'survqyors also wrote remarks in English about every
village. I saw two bulky voluﬁes&of §uch remarks amoag the
archives in the Bombay Secretariat Record Officéé? The‘remarks
refer to the general economic condition of the village, the
general nature of agriculture, thé condition of wells, bunds
and canals, a history of ﬁhe village, immigration and emigration,
boundary disputes between villages, headmanship disputes, and
the charactgr and social status'of the headman, big lgndlords
and other village leaders. I did not howevér find thé volume’

containing remarks about Radhvanaj.

Captain Cruikshank wrote general reports on the differ-
ent parganas of the District on. the basis of the above-mentioned
remarks on villages. mhg reports on a few pargangs are publish-
ed in two volumes, Selegtions from the Records of the Government
of Bombay, No.X and XI., The unpublished reports are found

eamong the archives in the Bombay secretariat Record Orfice.C? ,

Cruikshank mentions in his reports that the surveyors

prepared a map of aahh‘viilage, and of each pargana on the
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basis of village maps. Bishop Heber, who visited Gujarat while
the survey was going on, had seen these maps and commented on
their accuracygg Gefernor ﬁalcolm also thought highly of them$?}
I have, however, not yet been aple to locate these maps in any
record office. I have therefore reconstructed a map of Radh-
vanaj (see Map _ ) by collabting. the 1825 Land Register with

the lafer land reéisters and maps. I have given an idea of
the later records in my general paper ?Early Nineteenth Century
. Village Records in Gujarat." (¥

iv: To Recapitulate
I bhave the Census and the Land Raéisters of 1825, the

Kalambandhi books of 1823-24, 1825-26 and 1826-27, and state-‘
ments and tables for 1824-.25 comparable to the Kalams of the
Kalambandhi books. As the Kalambandhi of 1823~24 provides
considerable data about the preceding year, I havg‘an atmost
unbroken series of data about'Raﬁhvanaj for five years from:
1822~23 to 1826-27. -In addition, these records provide some
data about the previous years goimg back to 1802-03.



