CilaPTel - 1Ll
SOCLAL STRUCTURE

Bhils constitute the mejor element of the population
in the highlends, where they normally occupy large trects
solely by themselves, Xven in such regions, where there sre
other iribzl or nen-tribal groups in the neighbourhood, the
inter-group contacts generslly tend to be limited snd super-

ficisl, 28 each group tends to move within its own orbit,

Yet in $§e one sense, this part of Liwmkheda taluka
might be described as a borderlend of the Bhil country, If
a line were to be drawn from Thampur to Kanjeta, in the

south, rorgaaumber—a? Kolis (a congeries of tribes found in

Testern India) are found in large numbers to the west of
this line, while the Phils sre found more to the east, In
the border land ere found s number of villages, containing
both Folis snd Bhils in large numbera, Incidentally the
country inhsbited by the Kolis to the north and west of
Ratanmal is traditionally known as Barah (from which the
people are referred to as Bariya Kolis) while to the esst,
stretching almost upto Jhabue, the territory is identified
ag Suval, To the south of the Ratsnmal again, live the
Neika ~'2 small, primitive tribal group settled in a nerrow
strip of territory slong the southern slopes of the Pavagarh-
Hetanmal spur, traditionally kmown as Naiktappe. Another

narrow strip of terrilory cutting east from the Retarmal
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right across the Bhil tracts igte Wadhya Bharat is inhabited
by the Rethia (or the Ratavi), To the east and north of
Ratanmal live considerable number of Bhilesla - a group with a
semi-tribel ststus, The Patlias - another group of mixed
tribal snd Rajput descent are found in only two villages of
Limkheds and are concentrated in the neighbouring talukas of
Dohad and Alirajpur (Jhabua District). Thus within a rediue
of asbout 20 miles, Phils in this srea are in conisct with &
number of tribal clomenls, Further, due to certain historieal
circumstances considered garlier, the Bhils have been forced to
come into sigmificant and exténsive contect with a number of
tribal groups and with some Hindu castes - such as the Hajput
end Bania, who have exercised a considerably strong held on

their economic and political life,

Huch of this part of Rewakantha was cut up into
numerous 'agency' states and estates ruled over by kajput
princes and their jagirvders (feudal land holdere). liost of
them cleim & Séjput descent today. However, local traditions
point in wany ceses, to tribal origins of these ra%ing houses,
For instance, I have it on very reliable authoritym that tae
rulers of Paria and the now extinct houses of Relammehel were
of a Bariya-¥oli extraction, Lven today the cousing of the
lagt Thakuf“of Ratonmehal (he died without a heir -and the
estete was wold by the British te the neighbouring siate of
Baria) live st Konjeta snd are Bariye. So teo are the Thakurs
of indarpurs and of Taramksch - both clsiming to be kinsmen

of the present rilers of Bariya, There were ay many as ten
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Bhilels houses under Britishfguarante@ and many others under
the guarantee of the Dhar and other native statos.g Principal
BEhilale houses are of Bhangarh, Selani and Mandhate, whers
the ruler ig sddreused as Bhilsls %aa.é ‘There must have
been 2 large number of inter-group wmarrizges in the carly
days of Bajpub-Bhil contact, When Col.Tod wrote in 18 |
Rajputs were still teking food from the Ujls Bhils (1it,
Bhils of pure tr%bal descent) znd =ll castes were taking
water from them, IiL is elso likely that 2 large number of
the ruling heuses of this evrea, which were originslly of
the Bhils, or of mized Rejput-Bhil descent graduslly mane:.ed
to reise themselves upto a Rejout status by devious ways,
Sufficient evidence iz available to indicate that some
Bards, (Charsnss or Phats who wore the hereditary genealogists
of Bojouts) were often bought over or intimidated into
fabricating genealogies linking up these powarigl houges
with en obecure branch of 2 well-known dynaaty. Then they
would graduelly force some of their wesker Rajput neighbours
into sccepting them as Eajputs; first through establishing
cémm&nsal and then kinship ties, Little definite evidence
is aveilable to vs, But it is now elearly indicated thel a
large part of the ares wes being vruled by rulers of khil

or Foli extraction,

Coming back to our wain argument, the Bhils assemed to
have come into conflict with the Rajputs, whe subjected
them, often with treachery as much as with sheer might,
Then with a view to consolidate their suthoritv and to keep

a better econtrel over the tribal people, trusted followers
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were‘placad?in strategic villages »s5 Jegirdars sund
Ankadidars, Thev were 4o pay certain taxes to the gaverrmment

et

and no questions wern asked as to the ways and meens adopted
by them to exbract theze taxss from their tenants, The
people who were placed in such positions of power were
“mostly Rejpubts (Thekurs), Bhilsla end in such sreess, swnere
the r&ling fomily =as traditionslly aseocisted with them -
the Kolis, Bven todsy we find these non-bnils living among
the Bhils snd holding speciel grants from the local Imlers,

They form a very influential power group,

fnd snother group which has entered the Bhil country
and eslablished itself in a secure position is that of the
traders - mostly the Gujarati Rania end Puslim troders,
They reside in the smeveral small tewns in this srca, But
they operate through e retwerk of asles end purchase depots
esteblighed in the most interior villages, Here they buy
snd sell grods at s lorge margin of profit, lend money st
s high rate of interest (50-B0% compoundsble, often in cach
gquarter), snd by e complicated syetem of sdvance payments
(on harvest end lebour), they had acquigad a stranglebold

on the economic resources of the Bhilsg,

Thus in this area, we find the Bhils in gsignificant
end close contact with (1) certein power groups consisting
mainly of Kajputs, Benias snd Muslim traders snd (2) with a
few other tribal groups, some of whom stand also in

d & r &- * .
vositions of authority, -, 8t any rate, influence their life
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to 2 considerable extent, Pecaume of the several inter-
vening Tretors, inter-group relations in the ar?a are likely
to be more complicaled than elsewhsre, vhore the Bhils live
by themselves,

11

e may now turn to a conciderstion of the inler-group
relations in the area, end the type of edjusiments thet
have been adopted by the several groups in their relation

to each other,

Considersble differcnues may be noted smong the
several groups in their dress, menners, food habits, an<
in their general way of life, Gome of them, the Patliea
for instence, are skilled cultivetors who have almost
attained the status of a Hindu peasant caste, Some others
(like the Dhenaka or Naika) are sc poor end primitive that
even the Bhils mock at them, A generally accepted social
hiersrchy governing inter-group reletions, has come to be
evolved during the course ef centurics of contact with esch
other, Among other things, ranking secems to be bssed
principally upon the type of enimal food acceptable to the
several groups, In this order, the Prtlia come at the top
followed in due ovder by the others with the Naika ot the

very voltom of the scale,

(1) Pellis may eatb only geat's meail and the mest of
certain geme animals such as the ﬁeer.
(2}  Bhilals, Rethia and the Koli {‘ave a gimilar stotus

with reference to the Bhil and the Patliz), - maoy eat the
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flesh of goats and game animsls such 23 the wild boar,
n)

eschew the domestic fowl, probsbly because it ceta hunan

deer, etc, The Bhilale of the badl jst (purer strm

[

ordure.,

(3)  vhile, sat the flesh of buffale on certain ceremonial
occasions only, Mest wild gane are acceplable to them,

(4}  Rewsl, presenis no considerable divergence from tha
Bhil in his £a0d nsbits and way of life, Probably the lower
statue is & comsequence of ais functional role as s prieat
and a barber to the Bhils =nd Xolis.

(5) Thengka, diffors but little frem the Bhil and hawal
in his food habite, But hs i3 very poor, shiftless and
coneiderably dirtier in his way of life,

{F)  ¥Naike, iz very poor and destitute in this part o
the country, with a vory low standard of life, Host animsl
flesh is sccepteble to him, including beef, He io alleged
to eat even the cargases of these snimals. fnimals are
killed for mest ~ But in the village,beef ig moetly carcase
beef, He is regarded =as defiled, bacsuse of certain very

dirty practices such ag eating of ecarczse weat, drinking

toddy in and out of season snd a tolal disregard of personal
hygiene, ete,

There are certoein general rules governing inter-group
relation in this ares, For inslence, cooked foocd may not be

aecepled from = person belonging to a group of » lower status
However, certrin types of food in which no water hrs been
uged for cosking and water which has been vrovght specielly

for the guests in 2 new pet from the gpring, are -
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acceptable, Further no toboo sttaches te the several rew
ingredients of cooking end. fruita, Bul under no circumgisnces
is the food cooked on the femily hearth may be acceptable io
a person of higher group. Such food has to be prepared out-
side the house, on sn improvised hearth of three stones
(pingala). An exception te this rule is made on certain
ritusl occasions when a msn has to accept a portion of the
sacrificisl meat offered to him by personsg even of a lower
gtatus group, Further, e person may not enter the inner
spertments of a house of a higher group man and vice verse,

¥either may they use the cots in easch other's houses,

Each group is strictly endogemous, Inter-group
merrisges sometimes occur, But such unions invelving a woman
of » highér group are resented and invariably the couple are
forcibly sepaorated, In a few cases that were reporied to me,
the man was severely beaten up, lUnions invelving a higher
group men snd lower group woman are tolerated, but result
in the expulsion of the man, He is foreced to restrict all
his social vrelations with the kinsmen of his mate only,

Even their children arg%}ooked upon 28 belonging to the group
of the mother, For instsnce, in Pipere, a Patlis fell in
love with a Uhsnake woman snd much sgainet the wishes of

hig kinsmen merried her, A¢ a result, he was forced to lesve
his houge in the Patglia sector of the village, and build
himself » hut near the homestond of his father-in-lew, His
Patlia wife and children were sepsrated from him. After

some years, when the ill-feelings roused by his action, hed

subaided and cordial relations were sgoin established betreen



him and his kinsmen, he would often call on them, But always
- he had to sit just outaide the hut and on the floor. ie would
not be asked to share s pipe of tobacco nor permitted to
drink water from the same gourd they drenk from.i=em, Food
would be dropped and water poured, from sloof inte his

cupped hands, se that the vessels might not he defiled by

his contact, ¥ven his wife end childven would treat him as

an untoucheble,

However, this excommumicstion and loss of member ship
gseems to be g,conseéﬁence, not so much of his sexusl
relations with the lower ceste womsn, but of his sceceptence
of food cocked by her, and living with her in the same hut,
It is the commensality and coresidence with a person of lower
group that iz objected to, Inierugroup relations in this and
the neighbouring regione have always been marked by e certain
hypergemy (this questioh will be discussed in deteil later
in this chepter), without social sanctions being brought to
bear upon the participants, Contact with a person of a lowsr
status is itself not defiling, I have often noticed a Haike
lgbourer working shoulder to shoulder with a Bhilals land:
holder in ¥athiwara, In Pipergota,?Bhil is having a Dhanaki
concubine for a number of years, But he does not live with
her, He seccepts no food from her, So nis purity is un-
affected and he remains a wember of the Bhil society, (Quite
a few Bhilrle land holders heve Naika woman ag their

such yelations et
concubines and "in Farif, between the Xoli Thekurs end

Inkadidars snd Bhil women,
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Only the WNaika is kept at a2 distance, Rven this distauce
seémg to be more due to his dirty appesrance snd abhored
practices, such as the sating of dead animals, It is further
alleged by certain Ehiis that the Naike does not hesitate even

to keep the unclesnsed hideof an animel in the roof of his hul,

.There are a few multi-group villages in the Limkhede
taluka and in Kathiwara. Normally in such villeges, each
group tends to live nway froin the others as far as possible,
The homesteads belonging to a group tend to be situated close
together end far removed {rom thosa of the other groups. for
instence, in the village Pipero, (se#sketch mep opposite)

20 homestesds of the Patlias form a large cluster in the
norihern sector, while the Foli homesteads are concentraied

in the western seetor, ‘lhe other homesteads -~ numbering albout
40 end belonging to the Bhilam are scattered about in the
eastern and southern sector of the village, The DThansakes

heve. only 3 homestesads on the eastern sector ~ somewhat
removed from the Bhils, This paticern is followsd in Kathiwers
villages also, except for the Haika labourers, who live on ine

oubskirts of the Bhilsls landlord they are attached te,

“ne impcrtent‘consequenee of such 2 pattern is that
while the interaction within each group is convidersatly
aceentuated, inter-group relations generally tend to be in-
frequent and superficial, Except for certain specific
purposes the seversl groups rarely come together, inspite of

their living in the seme villsge,
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It is desirsble to have more detrailed information about
the geveral groups themselves, before proceeding further with

the analyeis of inter-group relations in the area,

Patlis who come at the very top of the sscial hierarcuy
are & amall group of people number 15,000 and found mostly in
eastern Penchmehal talukas of Dohsd and Limkheds end in the
adjoining regions of Jhebua District, Most traditions
relating to their antecedents give them & mixed Bhil-kejrut
sncestry, One tradition spesks of them =2s descendenls of
those Rojputs who were driven to seek refuge in the Vindhyes
from the armies of Alsuddin (1303 A.D,). Due to an acute
shortage of women and probebly.alse attracted by the remark-
ably handsome Bhil women of this area, many Reajputs
established sexual relations with these women, There were two
groups of people ~ those whe éere&y established sexusl
relaetions with Fhil women, and those who merried them, The
latter groun of Hajputs wareAeutc&stéd and were known as the
yatlis - or impure, This deregalory term stuck as the name
of all such people and their descendants, who in course of
time, assumed an independent status of endogemous tribe with
12 main clens and many subeclans, Their tribel affinities
and associations seam te have been sufficiently dominant to
induce them to a similar way of life in the jungles, Gradusal-
1y the neme vatlies zeems to nsve been trensformed into
Patlia, their present name, These people ~ algo known as

Enil-Patlia have s higher status to all the other tribael
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elements in the region because of their Rajput affirities,

Anotner treditien mentioned by Sri C.S.Venkatacher,
to be widely prevalent in the Centrsl Provinces, associates
these people with the Parsmsr elsn Rajputs of Abu hills, who
were forced 1o wigrate to Pawagerh hills in Gujerat by scute
famines, Here they steyed till about the end of 16th Century
vhen the rash and improper sdvances made by their leader
Prithvisingh (Pattai Rawal) to the goddess Kalike, broughi on
a curse from the offended goddess, They were egein forced to
leave P@ﬁagarh:due to femines snd wars with the “uslims, Cne
section of this clan migisted to Nalwal in Dohad toluke,
There, some of them aaengave been forced by hunger, to kill

end eat the flesh of roz (nilgai, bos elephag irsgocslemus).

They lost their caste in consequence end were driven out by
their compenions to the jung%es, where they setiled merrying
Tt

from among the loeal Bhils,

It is perhaps significant that even today these people
are referred to as Bhil-Patlia ~ mesning s people who broks

awsy from their fold over to the Bhils,

Whatever their antecedents be; they are today e comunity
of skilled cultivatsrs, They have generally large holdings
of lend which they utilime to moximm edventage by having
recourse to the most modern technigues of cultivation avail-
able to them, In the Limkheds tsluke, they are found only in
two villeges and inecidentelly both these villagss hed two or

three wells each in 19573, surprising in these paris, whers

EY
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wells are regerded as unuecessary extravagsnce, Practicelly
every homestend Hed its own bullock cart, used for a varioty
of purposes, reuging from bringing harvest frow the fields, 1o
hire out to the timber merchsnts during the logging seeson,
Generally well to do, they hsve simable herds of cavile and

drsught animsls (26-40 heads), live in fairly well built hute
of magonyry and timber and dress wore like the peasants of

the Gujarat plains, They gensrally keep abreast of what is
heppening in the outer world, Patliz have elac -come under
the influence of sscred hindu missions in the oren to a far
grester extent then the others, There are about 200 adu%}g/

Pgtliag in s11 the Limkheds tnluke, Yebt, as meny 25 about

150 of them sre converts to either the Rsmadasi, habirpentni
or Guru Covind seecta, Its significence is well realized, when
we note that all thege three sects demand a total abiiinonece
from liguor, snd eschews non-vegetarian food, Incident=lly

a conaiderable number of Patliszs in this region have been
actively associated with the several reformist missions such
os the Bhil Seve Mandali of Dohsd, Two Patlia gentlemen
reoresent Limkheda tsluka in the District Development Hoard
and ot the Board of Directors of the Dhamur Forest
Lebourers® Co-operative Society and other loecal orgenirstions,
A few are teachers in Local Boerd Schools and o few others

are working as clerks in Boria and in Dohed,

Unlike the Pablia, the ¥oll are found in considerable
numbers specially in the western part of Ligkheds taluka,
They represont a large congeries of fribes scattered along

the western coast of India from RBombay to Broacn. In Thana



and Surat Districts, they are a partly fishing end partly
agricultural community, and have almost altained the status
of a Hindu caste, Bubt in Panchwahals they are a fribal people
differing but little from the Bhils in dress, menmnors, and
genersl way of life, The local traditions account for their
presence in these reglons, by explaining that they cazme in
the wake of the encestors of the present ruling houses of
Barive sud other estaotes in the arsa, the latter claim to be
Rajputs tﬁd?%' But the local traditions give them & Koli
axtractinn,“This ig supported by the fact thatl most of the
Thakurdari =nd the Ankadi rights in these states sre held by
Bariya Kolis, Some of them even claim kinship with the
Rulers of Boris and the Thakursg of Ratamal, It is serid that
these people were stationed in far off villages for better
supervision over the tribal people, At one time the Koli
sscendency éxteﬂded all aver the Limkheds tzluks - even to
the Batammal, The right of conducting the ennual sacrifice to
the Hatneshwar lishadev on the Ratamnmal, rightly the preroga-
tive of the tadavig of Bhuwara and Alindra had been usurped
by the koli chief of Pipergota, However, I =m told the Bhils
seiged the opportunity offered by an implied insult to the
Ruler of Ratanmshal proferved by the ¥oli chief of Piporgota
and slew the latter, driving sway at the same time all the
¥olis from the Retammal hill itself., Even the then Thekur of
Retamalel was soslermed at this feroecity of the Bhils, that
he immediately shifted his permanent, residence from Dhuwera
on Retanmal to Fanjeta below the hill, %ven to this day,

however, the right to officiate as the priest at the mels of
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Ratneshwar ¥chadev on the Retanmel, still rests wit% the
deseendanta of the former Holi chief of Pipergota.lm

Today, the ¥oli are emerging gradually in these perts
as an enterprising ée%munity. Shrewd snd indugtrious, they
mansge to get s good harvest from thelr lands inspite of treir
crude methods end inefficient lools of cultivation, ¥ith a
keen. apprecistion of themodern money economy, they utilise
most of the available rescurces to this end and invest their
ezrnings either in land or catlle if svailable, or in
ernaments of silver and gold, Most of them possess bulleck
carts ond put them to a variely of use in their fields and
elsevhere, Even ﬁﬁ'thase years wnen they have bumper
hervests, Kolis rarely sit back to enjoy the fruits of thelr
labour, FAvery vesr during the logging senson, they go with
their oarts as far out ms Chota Udsipur, transporting logs,
menufacturing charcoal,; logging and engeging in a veriety of
other occypations, In recent times, 2 few of them have alee
sterted edvcating their sons and & few heve sent thair hoys
even to Boarding Schools at Raria and Godhre for vocational
training. Some are working as clerks in the Paria and other
Yor#at Labour (ooperstive Socielties and the seversl Ssles
ond Purchase Unions at Baria end Godhra, A few have even
gterted exploitation of the timber resources of the forests
of Barias, Dhanpur and Ssgiala, in partnership with ihe

Vohra and Fanis itraders,

Both Bhilale and Rathia are foumd mostly to the sast
of Ratanmal, There is but one Bhilsla family in the whole of

Limkheda taluks end even that is of recent migration. Like



the Patlia, the bhilala too have traditions of = mixed
Rajput descent i,e, descended from the offspring of Rajputs
and their Bhil concubines, In such other cases, where
nregnency resulted, the kinsmen of the women were given
gifts of land snd money toéerds the upbringing of the child-
ren, C.S,Venkatachar associates them with the Chawhan Rejpuis
of Delhi whose lesder vas the renowned Prithviraj, the lest
Hindu king of Delhi, When Rajputs wers finally driven out by
Wiamddin in 1192 A.1,, they migrated to Chittoor, and on
being sgain ousted from there in 1303 by Allsuddin, fled to
the Vindhya hills for refuge, Here, they seemed to have
morried the daughters of Bhil chieftains and were expelled
from the Rejput fold, ﬁenca.gh@y are known as Bhilara (1lit.,
Bhils from a wmistake (ggg)):& They sre today a community of
powsrful and style themselves variously as Thekur, Lao,
Rawal, Bhumia, Mukhi, etc, A number of ruling housges in tnis
srea sre Bhilasls and the MahsRao of Mandhata, is the

paramount chief of all the Bhilalas,

Generslly well-to-do end skillful in cultivation, they .
differ but little from the Bhils in other respects, Their
loin clothesg snd turbans are more colourful, their huts more
nest and tastefully decorated, They are remarkably handsome
end proud, but have a more vélatile temperament, and given
to excessive drinking, So long as the juice of the tad velm

{avlvestries pheenix) is available, it is rarely thet we come

across z gober BFhilala, Further, Foresybh speaks of them »s
i4
proverbialy dishonest, vhile ¥alcolm writes that -
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"the Bhilelps and the Sondhia were the only thieves in Halws
whom no travellers could trust as no oath however pacred,

reastraing them®; and sgain as combining with the pride snd .

”

8 ot

pretensions of Rajputs the cunning and roguery of the Bhils,
liowever, Bhilele are g hospitable people and for what they
lose when they are drunk, they mansge to make up during the

other seasons, by hardwork and industry,

The Hathia are feund exclusively in Barweni State, but
gppesr to have migrated from Reth region in Alirajpur.
According to some traditions, they seem o be a sub-section
of the Mshadev Xolis of Satpura who migrated rorth
during the late 17th century, Bhilala and Rathis rarely come
into contact with the Kolis directly. Their equivalent status
is fixed in relsiion to the Bhils and the Patlis, found on

either side of the Retarmsl,

Ravals are foeund sporadically in a few villages, They
constitute barely 2 dozen homesteads with a total of about
fifty or aixty adults, Though of & lower status to the Ehils,
they have been influenced most by the Hindu reformist
influences, 0f the dozen femilies in Limkheda teluks, 8 or ¢
sre devotees of the Ramadasi paenth and eschew meat and ligquor,

in toto, They are industriocus and soft-gspoken, They officiete

as priests to the Bhils end ¥olis on occssions of uarriage
end funersl, end slsc as professional barbers and musiciana

in the sres,

The Dhenska toe are cultivators, Found only in ons or

two villages, they have a very low status both econemically
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and socially end are considered very inefficient, They engsge
in honey collection and in loc cultivation - tesks involving
largé-gcale killing of bess and lac germs, =nd so regerded
by Bhils and others ag 'unclean', The Haiks are Tound in o
very few villages of Limkbheda taluka and constitute a group
of landless lakourers, In Kathiwers, they are found in larger
nugbsrs, holding lends end in s few coses working as farm
labovrers with the Jagirdars and the big:ier lend holders
emong the Bhilala, They are reputed to be very good farm-
labourers when under proper supervision, But they have »
tendency to drink heevily, That is perhaps why they never
take 8 good yield on their own lands, They sre herdy end
courageous end loyal, willing to toke considersble risks for
their employer. Very fond of heney, they often climb up to

the most dangerous eyries to gelt the much~velued rock honey,
IV

Bhile eccupy an intermedisry status in the social
hisrarchy of this region, Bhils themselves concede the super-
jority of the Bhilala and the Rathia, but spesk contempt-
uously of Patlis snd Koli, as cowerdly and untrugtworthy,
mean and avaricious, Many s Bhil héve mockingly pointed out
to me numeroug instances on which an armed Patlis or Koli
was set upOﬁig;gfzg\the jungles of Ulkadar (the long lines
of ridges separating the Timkheds taluka from Dohed taluka
and formerly marking the bounderies of the Bombsy and Esris
Ftates) by decoits, snd were besten black and blue by the

flat of their own bows, Once Roysla Tadevi of Alindra told me
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that even if ten arued Kolis should heppen to meet a singlc

Fhil guddenly in the jungle, one can be sure thet they stert
trembling, each trying to get bohind the otbher, If he should
hoppen to ghoot 2t them, then they drop the hows and prepare

to run, "They never remember®, seid the tadayi®that the bow
end arrow ere not merely ornaments; but can be used to defend
or to atieck,” This is probebly an exsgperation but conteine
an eglement of truth, Once when 1 wes staying at the khil

Seve Handali's Ashram at Pipero, = dozen or so kolis well-
ermed with bows and arrows end gsticks ceme thore in a hurry
to complain thet in 2 reighbouring villege, a Bhil hrd come
and seized the Vango crop helonging to one of the Kolis, lone
of them had the coursge to disoute or to drive him auey and
50 wWere on their way to Qemplain to the Police at Dhampur,
They were afrsid of taking direet action lesi the Ehil snould
set upon them in darkness sometime and burn down their
villsge, The Bhil is regerded ss a desperado and once his
object iz nchieved, 2 year or two of jail means very litile
to him, But the Kolivis a properticd man and cennol risk

loging it, And he hes to tewporise,

[

Perhaps here lies the explsanation of the mixed feeiings
of fear and contempt thet the Patlia and ¥oli show towmsrda
the Bhil, The lotter is fégarﬁed as a jupgli (lit,, one whio
dwells in the jungle), a wild being with no refinement stout
him, He is content to live the poorest life possible and
under most wrelched (relatively for the Foli and Patlis)

conditions, He is lazy and shiftless even in his cultivation
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and when he does have a good crop perhsps the first in seversl
years, he prefera to 'waste' it 2ll away in mels and jabrs
(feativels) rather then save‘it ageinst future leen years as
de the Yoli and Pztlia, Consequently a Bhil has little of
value in his homestead, except his cattle and some silver
anbitious to move up the social ladder, i.e, with the high
castes, wo find themselves smidst a wild (as it zmst appesr
to them) and instable people - poor and half starving, Chet
verhaps other peoplelmay term ag brave and adventurous
guelities in the Bhils, make the relatively more stable Patlia

and ¥oli, mors uncertsin snd insecure,

Perhaps this insecurity gives us en explanation of the
pattern of Koli snd Patlia settlement in o wuliti-group
village - close clusters of homesteads with the entrsnces of
most homestesds opening invard into a narrow lene or courtysrd
with a narrow lane leading outside, This sppesrs congiderably
gignificant, specially as the other people hers de not live
in such a congested fashion, Furiher, ithese people olways
avoid open conflicts with the Bhils, and prefer to conspire

with the officials,

A3 stated earlier, thse Patlis end Xoli sre regarded =9
mean snd avaricious - specislly so the lstter, This hss a
reference to their tendency to engsge in all soris of hardy
work for wages, even when they are economically well-to-do.
The FKoli end Patlia have teken to differsnt types of
occupation in recent Limes - from working es peons in

government imstitutions, end as teschere in rurel schools, te
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opereting limber coups in the forest, The Koli goes out with
hig cart for hendling timber snd charcozl as far as Chote-
Udapur during het sumerdeven in those years when he has a
good harvest, Me also emrages in wmanual labour euch as
cutting end logging timber etc, This evokes rmch smusement
from the BEhil who never wurks unless he is forced to, He
would mach vather enjoy his leisure even when half-sterving,
In Pipergote I used to notice, thet despite wany inducements
offered by the Szhukar, such =s grain snd money given in
advence, quite 2 few of the younger Phils would cot awey
Trom the coup area to “teke rests”, They would not go back
1111 the exaspersted agent of the Jabukar (who hes peid them
in advence and so smst rocover it in labour) would come

after them in person snd drag them back,

Yet they fievcely resent the *meanness’ of the koli
who come from far off vlaces to coups being operated near
Bhil villsges, and then filch awey the best bits of work,
Then eventuslly the Bhils turn up they get only the unwanted
bheta timber and the more ﬁlfflcult trees to cut and logs
“here o Yoll pair {(they work generally in pairs) get 4 ﬁ
large allctments of charcozl thates, 2 Fhil pair even theugh

living in the vicinity get often but two small ones only,

The same thing happens when the logzing sllotments ars arde,
The ¥olis get the more profitable assignments while the
Bhils who come lost get the unwanted ones only, Rhils

generally explein erey their lower incomes as due to the

presence of Xolis in the coups,
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As was mentioned earlier, the Bhils of Ratanmal and
Kotumbi postpone picking the savra berries yielding the
valuable chareli till after the iimru leaf sessoun is over,
They prefer the latter as the easier, for the former
involves shelling of the seed carefully in order to get »t
the charoli within, This operation involves patience and
skill and often hurt fingers (in the process of breaking
open the little shells), So while the bhils sit about
bundling leaves and earning on s average 4-0 annag, the
plateau swarmdwith ¥olis snd Patlias from aéJgggéld o8
Uohad and Baria, dégﬁding the foregts of all the mayvras
berries, taking them away in head-loads to be shelled at
leisure end eerning as much as A0~B80 rupees per household
of two (dry charoli is brought from them at 1-8-0 to 2
rupees a Keccha ser), Phen eventually the Bhils go into the
jungle at the end of the timru season, they get only a
few late berries that have been overlooked by the others,
Curiously enough, the Bhils continue to lese every yesr
and to =2buse the pleinsmen as robbkers, etc, tut it never
strikes them to be first end store up the berries as much
a8 tﬁey can -~ (that is plenty, since the jungles in which
they live abound with savra trees) and then settle down to
the business of timru leaves, They could later shell the
berries, Yhen once I sugmested this to a growp of Bhils,
they emplained that shelling is very tedious and often the

fingers holding them get crushed, "Whe cean do such hard work”

(evedi kef kon karhe) . This wss at a period when they had
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no crops for the last two yeers and so were practicelly
starving! They console themselves by spesking ill of the
Kolse (o contempluous wey of referring to a Koli) who having
plenty at home, still comes out so far to feteh awsy fruits
and edible roots from 'our forests', ¢ften they have
expressed the view that the government should prevent the

¥olis from such tresspasses,

This %?tterness and contempt for the Koli and Patlia
other

rest on the/grounds too. It 3?5 notoriously comson for the
talatis in these sreas to cgfrry favour with Sshukars oy
helping them to digpossess the Bhil of hig lend holdings,
0ften a bill of sale would be fabricated, transferring the
land to the S2hukar for s particulsr sum, and entries are
made in the village land records accordingly, It wea casy
enough to get a Bhil in those days to pul his thumb merk
on any official looking papér.ﬁgziukar would keep the deed
in the dark for & few ysars, during which period, whatever
taxes are paid by the Bhil would be credited to the
Sehukar's account 2nd receipts would be in the latter's
name, Then it was compsratively essy for the Sahukar io
move in on the land which accdrding to records was his for
several years, shils had little chance of justice sgainat
the combined evidence of the bill of male atteasted by his
own thumb mark, tax receipts for a number of years and ihe
testimony of the talati, Often these talatis were Kolis
end Patlia, Bhils could never forgive }fi this tyve of

treachery from a neighbour,
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it is further pointed out that though thers is a
governmnent order since 1940 or thereabout forbidding the
transTer of tribal land to non~tribal hends, kolis amaiun
aid the Sshukar to defeat the purpose of the ovder, A
Sahuksr would force s heavily indebted Bhil to sell his
lands to a Xoli or a Patlia - who would be just an agent of
hig, The Kbii would get only.a small share of the crops
for his nominal ownershin, But in actuality, the land will
be controlled by the §éhg§g§bnly. In the winter of 1952,
guch an instsnce occured at Hadhi, where the local tra.der
and the talati had conspired to dispossess an old Bhil of
hig lands, The latter who came down for advine to the Bhil
Seve Mandali Ashram at Pipero, said thet "he had heard of
the elleged sale of hig lend three years sgo to a Keli of
HYelu for the firgt time, four days sgo when the latter cam
out with the talati to tske over the land, the Fhil was
sdvised to fight the matter gt the Pariae court, Later 1
ceme to know that the concerned inlatl wes arrested on
gome other charges, ond had admitted to his collusion irn

the conspirecy to dispossess the Bhil of his land,

For some vears past the CGovernment of Bombsy hag »
policy of giving priority to the tribesmen themselves snd te
Forect Labour Coopsrative Secieties, when coups are
auctioned off, These coups sre sold to these individuels end
Socisties a&(égééﬁ}p?ices only, Certain Forsh and Tenia
timber firms are teking sm undue advantage of this concession
by getting their ¥oli 2nd Patlis agents to bid for these

marked coups in their own accounts, The working capitel is
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‘provided by the traders who also direct the eperstions, (nly
a small portion of the nrcslts go over to the dumrly opsrator
as his share, Vhen I was on the Ratarmal in the winter of
1953, atleast three such coups were being operoted in the
neighbourhood by a Borsh irader of Medhyabherat, threugh
Koli sgents acting as dummy contractors, All these circu-
stances tend to meke the Bhil bitter towards the Kolis
who in their turn know that theyare disliked and are the

more apprehensive of thelr wild end unruly neighbours.
v

In general, Bhils meintain cordial relations with the
other tribal elements in the neighbourheod, The Haval for
instence, has a very significent functional relation o
the FPhil and Koli. He is their priest and barber end
of ficiates on occesions of merrisge and at the obsequiss
that follow on the 13th day of the death of s porson
(kaita). Wormally he may not even enter the outer rooms of
a Bhil homestead, as he is of an inferior group., Hut on
these occesions, he may enter even the inmermost ssetion
where the hesrth and the grenary are situated, vhen ihe
merrizge is over snd the bride is sbout to leave for her
conjugal home, he mekes the bridal couple wbrship the
hearth and 3?ek the benediclion of the tutelasry spirits of
the family. On ‘severe] other orcasxonq in the life of 2
Phil or = Koli, a Rovel sssumes a very significant enj
directive role, Presents are given to him on these

ocensions, He often receives annual retsiner contributions of
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in the marrisges of the lisika and Dnankas so far as I have
gble to sscertsin, Bhilslas employ his servicaes wherever
available, But he is not indispensable, ¥is presence on
these occasions iz not such a ritual necessity to the
Bhilela, aps it ig to the Bhils, Hathias do not seemn to weve
auy reletion with the Ravel at all, Perhaps they have

never come into conlact =ith each other,

The Bhilals, Rathiz and the Phil do not come into
extensive or intimate relation with each other nermally,
But their relations ere cordial znd friendly, tulturally
these three groups have much more in common with one snother
than with say, the ¥oli or Patlis, Living a more or lesn
gimiler life under similar envircrmentsl conditiens they
also share common religious observences and ties, Generzlly
the Bhils sre e little wary of the Bhilzla and Rothie whom
he regards as shori~tempered and 'guick to the offence’,
when in their éups, But no open conflicts seem to have
occured in this arca so far as I can gather, There is
resson to believe that the Bhilala had hypergamous relstions
with the Bhils snd the Naikes, The offspring of such unions
were brought up in the group of the mother, On the hetenmal
and to the east, we often find Bhil homesteads sdjoining
Bhilela nomenteeds, In sucﬁ instances, we find the Bhils
showing comsiderable ethnic offinities to the vervy handsome
Enilalas and besring the same clen nemes, Bven to this dey,
hypergamous unions continue to take place between the
Bhilalalandlords and the Waikas,



The Naika end Uhsnks form what may be deacribed as s
depressed section of the community structure in the aree,
They are poor - specislly in the north of Hatenmel end sre
often lendless labouvers working for g Bhilale on a daily
or hali bvesia, Hven those who have land in the Limkheda
taluks, have not prospered, It is not so much,é{lack of gkill
or intelligence ~ I have often talked with them end found
them as intelligent as the Bhils ~ but more & lack of
Qili@wﬂﬁugﬁ their work thet yitiates their economic life,
Drink and o g@n&rél lack of initiative also seem to ke the
root cavge of thair'aéversity.gf the two, Naika is the wore
destitute end curiously anoqg& gleo the more good-humoursd,

He is a willing worker end 16?&1 to his master,
1
S0 we woy now pass on to & considersation of the
internel structure of the Bhil socisl system itself, It is
proposed Lo describe the severnl structures briefly here,

A detmiled discussion of each will be undertaken in subse-

quent chaéters,

The Bhil social system may be described as poly-
segmentary, with a nusber Qfasucceaaively narrow segments
dividing the entire éommmumity into severesl kindred groups.
The basic:principle~of aligmment is patrilineal descent,
supported by geneal@@icai evidence, or atleast 3 tradition

of such descent as supported by exogemic injunctiona,

As was aelready described in an earlier context, there
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in no definite trilbs) awareness as such among the Bhils,
They intermerry and interdine normally only with Bhils.
But beyond an orbit of 20-25 miles, membership of the same
tribe as indicated by the term Bhil ceases to be of any
apeciel significance, Living ss they do in an area where
movement is not very easy, considerable diffcrences in
gpeech, dress and manners ereep up even within such short
distances, Further they have neither the necessity nor any
social or ritusl incentive te claim identity with the

people living beyond the normal ares of social relations,

Within the tribe, they have & largs number of patri-
lineal exogamous clans (atpk), bearing nomes which geem in
most cases to be eponymous. C.S.Venkatacher gives 2 list
of 122 Bhil septs1mast of which s@emiobserve certain
totemic practicesjﬁ However, in the Ratanmal snd Xathiweras
region atleast, such practices do not seem to be operative
today. We have very little informelion as to their original
places of development; but from the traditions prevalent
among the seversl elans, mest of them have affinities with
Dhar (s State in the C,I.Agency), and it is not improbable
that most of these Bhile migrated into these regions frem

Dhar, lsndu end Rajssthen.

However the elsns are highly segmented and the
several segments are mcattered widely over = wide area,
interspersed with the segments of wmany other claws, Clan-
ghip has virtually no regional or corporste significence,

The several segments are independent of each other and owe
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no allegience to any other segment, So far as one cen see
there does not seem to be sny hierarchy either among the
clans themselves, or within the clan, In no sphere of
sctivity, does the entire clan come together in common
participation or collaboration., Thus except as a principle
of descent end exogemy clanship seems to have little

significence to the Bhil,

A proceas of fission secms to be continuously et work
within the clen breeking up the segments into still smaller
segments, Normally the several segments tend to retain taeir
clan identity by the retention of 2tak neme and exogamy.
tut under certain circumstences, (to be narrated later),

a btendency may be nofised for some individual or a group

of segments to take on a.seyarate identity both in the clen
itself - generslly as = stabus group, For instence, in thae
Parasmar, clan we have some segments which identify them-
selves és Pipreya, Dheravyas, Fatara, etc, Uccasionally

these terms sre gponymous, but more often refer to a
historical incident, These sub-clans (pets ataks) of'ten
break away from the parental clens altogether, The awareness
of tﬁeir relation with the latter is forgotten and even the

exogmmous injunction is overlooked, in due course,

Within & ¢lsn or & sub-clan, there are linesges -
which are generslly vicinege group. The depth of the
linesge is limited by a‘geﬂealogy, and encompesses at the
most seven or eight generations, YMoat of the members of ¢

linesge group are sble to trace their relation to each
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other with reference to descent from a common ancestor,

When a lineege hss aﬂ/gsual depth or extension, and
genealogical links are lost, there will atleast be a definite
tredition of kinchip supported by extensive social and

ritual collsborations, Hven where some of the segments are
dispersed, the members of a linesge share death and birth
pollutions, eome together to collaborate atleast on certain
importent ritual occssions such as for instence, the ammusl
sacrifice to the Babadeo (the principal tutelary deity of

the village), when even persons who have migrated to a far
off villege, are exgscte@ to come back even when it involves
a journey of two or three days on foot, "In fact a kindred
might be living in a village for two or threelgeneratiens and

yet claim membership of o lineage elsewhere,”

Inside a lineage group, inter-personsl relations are
governed by reference to age, sex and generation principles.
The members of a linesge group cooperate in economic and
othor activity. Linesge has = corporate cheracter, the male
elders having the power $o act for it under certain circum-
stonces and to direct, corordinate and control its
activities, eand to.sit in judgement over and resolve
disputes betwsen members of the lineage group, The lineage
Heg also residual rights over the property of the severnl

members,

Vithin the lineage’are to be found a number of what
may be deseribed as joint famllles. It iz not a regidentisl

group, nor is it a commenssl group, But operationally, it
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ig a well-integrsted, corporate group snd is really the
unit of all sccial interaction. The elementary Family
though » residential wnit and & commensal group, i sub-
sorvient in most respects o the joint family, The Ehil
joint family consiste of a couple, their children and
descendants in the male line, It has a normal depth of 3
genvrationg, but sometimes extends to four, The senior male
ig the hesd of the joint fsmily and his word is finsal in
all metters relating to the welfsre of the family, His
decigions are binding even on such of ithose sons who have
merried end set up their own homesteads, snd subsist on

their several fields, for even after division, he cortinues

-

to have rights over the land and other property of the
family, Thease rights pass over to the next generation only
after his death, With hie denth, the joint femily novmally
splits wp into two or more joint families, though the
genior most member im the same generation continues to

exort considerable influence over the others,

Vamily is a very intimate group with the reletionships
between the several persons within it being of e facéﬁo-f&ce
character, Common residencé or atleast propinquity of
rosidence and constont parbticipstion in a variety of

sobivities fosters g senpe of sympathy md effection and

inculcates a sense of unity mmong the several mesnbera of

joint family, This unity of the joint family cen be sesn

o

8

clesrly in its relations with the other families in the
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village, "Kinship snd effinity stretck across clan, lineage -
end family and link vp individusls and groups in differenmt
villages in an exténsive net work of mutusl rights and

obligations,”

FHHRHE
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HOCRS Al FOHRTENCES

(Chapter - ITI)

Rathvi, (lit, of Rath) are traditionslly Bhils who

formerly inhabited an area known as ragire or rath
in the north of Alirvajpur, They seem te have migreted
from there only about 150 years sgo from economic
neacesuity, snd sre found mostly in Herwani State
(15,000 strong in 1031},

cf, Venkatachar, "Elhnogrsnhic Notes®, p,250 and also
Fussel R.V,, Iribes . zpd Csgtes ot Lentrsal Indis, IV,
p.201, :

Oral compumicstion from Jamindars of Barwani and
Alirajour States,

Venkatachar, p,249,

Russel, II, p.294,

Todd, Annals of HRajssthen, 1T, p.466,

Venkatachar, Loc.cit, sccont of Hadirsingh thilels,
It iz sleo inferesiing to note that many ruling
hquspagef Rewa%gn%%a,‘%rac§ ﬁhglghdascent LE Prithvi-
singh Paramar (Taetisi Rewal) o smpaner who was
Sua%%d from Pave-garh by guiten lohammed Begade in
1485 4,0, In guite a few ceses, %enealogies are not
complete ~ gaps being very vague y explained, as in
the cese of the Bariz and Ratznmghal dynastics,
Tradition however ascribes a Kolli exiraction to these
and many other housges,

For details of.Todd,I, 184-6; T1, %20-456,

In recent years, the Govermuments of Bombay and
Jadhyatharet, hove pasced gene several legislative
maasures to safeguard the tribal people ageinst the
money-lenders, For o fuller discussion see intra, p.

In 2 Brbadev festival in z FEhi i i

Brbadov fo Y Ehil dominated village
the ga@r}ficzel meat of the tuffalo is tasted c%eﬁ by
the Patliss who attend the site of the ritual, )
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