
CHAPTER - II

STUDY OP COMMENTATORS 

INTRODUCTION :

There are several scholars, who have commented upon different treatises 
of Vedanta, including the Upanisads. We find only ten commentators, who 
have written commentaries upon the minor Upanisads of AV undertaken 
for study. They are as follows :

Name of the Commentator Date
Sahkaracarya c. 8Ih century AD
Sahkarananda c. end of 13th century AD
Vidyaranya / Madhava (Bharatitlrtha) c. mid 14th century AD
Laksmldhara c. early 15th century AD
Appayya Diksita c. 16th century AD
Narayanabhatta c. 16th century AD
Narayana / Abhinava Narayana Saraswatl c. early 18th century AD
Upanisad-Brahma-YogT /
Ramacandrendra SaraswatT

c. mid 18th century AD

SadaSivacarya c. mid 18th century AD
Advaitanandatlrtha / Ramanandatlrtha c. mid 18th century AD

The following table shows the commentaries available on the eighteen 
minor Upanisads of AV undertaken for study :

Sr. Name of the Upanisads Commentators
1 Atma-Upani§ad (a) Sahkarananda

(b) Appayyadlksitacarya (not available)
(c) Narayana SaraswatT
(d) Upanisad-Brahma-Yogi
(e) Advaitanandatlrtha or

Ramanandatlrtha (not available)
(f) Narayanabhatta (not available)

2 Sarva-Upanisad (a) (Abhinava) Narayana SaraswatT
(b) Upanisad Brahma-Yogin

3 Surya-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogT
4 Annapurna-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogT
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5 Amrtabindu-Upanisad (a) Sankarananda
(b) Appayya Diksita (not available)
(c) Narayana
(d) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
(e) Sadasivendra Saraswatl or Sadasiva 

(not available)
6 Tejabindu-Upanisad (a) Narayana

(b) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
7 Ksurika-Upanisad (a) Narayana

(b) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
8 Mahavakya-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
9 Sandilya-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
10 Aruneyl-Upanisad (a) Sankarananda

(b) Laksmldbara (not available)
(c) Narayana Saraswatl
(d) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI

11 Jabala-Upanisad (a) Sankarananda
(b) Narayana
(c) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI

12 Parabrahma-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
13 Kaivalya-Upanisad (a) Sankarananda

(b) Vidyaranya (not available)
(c) Narayana
(d) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
(e) Sada&vacarya (in Telugu)

14 Atharvasikha-Upanisad (a) Sankarananda
(b) Narayana
(c) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI

15 Atharvasiras-Upanisad (a) Sankaracarya (not available)
(b) Sankarananda
(c) Narayana Saraswatl

16 Dattatreya-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI
(b) Narayana (not available)

17 Krsna-Upanisad (a) Narayapa
(b) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI

18 Slta-Upanisad (a) Upanisad-Brahma-YogI

I have studied only those commentaries, on the above-mentioned 
Upanisads, which are published and presently available. I have also 
included commentators’ opinions on various topics in different chapters.
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^AtfKARACARYA (788-820 AD)

Sankaracarya is the propounder of Kevaladvaita, the philosophical school 
called Absolute monism. Son of Sivaguru and Aryamba, Sankara was born 
at Kaladi, a village on the bank of river Periyar in Kerala State. Leaving 
the house in search of a true teacher Sankaracarya reached the bank of the 
river Narmada at a very young age, where he met a saint named Govinda 
Bhagavadpada (c. 700 AD), the disciple of the famous sage Gaudapada (c. 
300-500 AD). He travelled all over India for the propagation of his 
philosophical doctrines and established four monasteries (Matha) in the 
four directions viz., Sarada Matha at Dwaraka, Jyotirmatha at 
Badarinatha, Govardhana Matha at Puri and Srngerf Matha in Mysore 
District. He finished all these works and achieved highest goal of life 
before he reached the age of 32.

Works of Sankaracarya can be divided into three parts : Bhasya 
Literature, Stotra Literature and Prakarana Literature.

WORKS OF SANKARACARYA

BHASYA STOTRA PRAKARANA
1 Brahmasutra Bhasya
2 Gita Bhasya
3 Upanisad Bhasya on 9 

principal Upanisads 
excluding Mandukya 
Upanisad

1 Anandalahari
2 Govindastakam
3 Daksinamurti stotra
4 DaSaSloki
5 Carpatapanjarika or 

Bhajagovindam
6 DvadaSapanjarika or 

Moha-Mudgara
7 Satpadi or Visnu SatpadT
8 Harimidestotra

\ Aparoksanubhuti
2 Atmabodha
3 UpadeSasahasri
4 Pancikararia 

prakriya
5 SatallokT

According to Dr. S. K. Belvalkar1, “The works which we can almost 
confidently call Sankara’s own include 11 commentaries, 8 Stotras and 5 
prakarana treatises, making a net total of 24. The works which are most 
probably and in the main unauthentic include 15 commentaries 3 Stotras 
and 8 prakarana treatises, making up a total of 26. The remaining 358 
works - small and large - (comprising 31 commentaries, 215 Stotras and 
112 prakarana treatises) are to be put down as non-genuine”.

1 Belvalkar S. K. — Basu Mallik lectures on Vedanta, page 216-230
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Sankaracarya’s commentary as mentioned by Potter1 on AtharvaJiras 
Upanisad is in manuscript form at Adyar library and is not available (i.e. 
not printed or published). And as evinced above, Dr. Belvalkar also does 
not include it in the works which are authentically ascribed to Sri 
Sankaracarya.

SANKARANANDA (c. end of 13th century)

Son of Vancesa and Venkatamba, a pupil of Anandatman and a teacher of 
Sayana, Sankarananda has written commentaries called Dipika on the 
following 24 Upanisads as stated in Catalogus Catalagorum2 : 
Atharvasikba, Atbarvasiras, Atharvasirsa, Amrtanada, Amrtabindu, Arum, 
Isavasya, Aitareya, TaittirTya, Katba, Kenesita, Kaivalya, Kausitaki, 
Garbha, Cbandogya, Jabala, Narayana, NfsimhatapanTya, Paramahamsa, 
Mabopanisad, Mandukya, Mundaka, Hamsa and Svetasvatara. His other 
works are : Atmapurana or Upanisadratna, (the essence of a number of 
Upanisads in verse form), Bhagavadgltatatparyabodhini\ Vratyanusthana- 
paddhati, Sivasahasranamatlka and Sarvapuranasara. We find his 
commentaries on the seven among the eighteen minor Upanisads 
undertaken for study, viz. Atma, Amrtabindu, Aruneyl, Jabala, Kaivalya, 
AtbarvaJikba and AtbarvaJiras Upanisads.

Quotes cited by Sankarananda

SR.
NO. QUOTATIONS ORIGINAL

SOURCE
\ ■*nt sritsw i - spf

\

3
V&* wsftsftr «*bfy: ^ i

wit 1
aTR.sjfcr

■RFR

1 Potter Karl — Bibliography of Indian Philosophies, page 743
2 Catalogus Catalagorum - part III; page 151
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Sankarananda is a versatile scholar as evinced from the quotes he cites in 
his commentaries on minor Upanisads. He quotes from Sukla Yajurveda 
(Vajasaneyl Samhita), Krsna Yajurveda (Maitrayani Samhita, Kathaka 
SamhitS, Taittinya Samhita), Baudhayana Dharmasutra as well as 
Asvalayana, Apastamba, Sankhayana and Manava Srauta-Sutras and from 
Bhagavadglta pertaining to various topics. All these quotes from different 
texts of varied fields show that Sankarananda is a scholar of not only 
Vedic and Vedantic literature but he has equal hold on Sanskrit Grammar, 
Linguistics and Dharma£astra as evinced from his citations from Srauta, 
Dharma and Grhyasutras.

VIDYARAljfYA Alias MADHAVACARYA Alias BHARATlTIRTHA
(1296-1386 AD)

An elder brother of Sayana, a KfsnayajurvcdTya Brahmin of Bbaradvaja 
gotra and a native of Andhradega, Vidyaranya’s father’s name is May ana 
and mother’s Srimayl or SnmatT. He establishes the kingdom of 
Vijayanagara with the help of Harihara and Bukka and remains as the 
chief minister of Vijayanagara for 30 years. Later on at the age of 80, he 
adopts Samnyasa and assumes the name lVidyaranya\ His works are : 
ParMara Madhava, Kalanirnaya, Karma-mTmamsa, Dattaka-mrmamsa, 
Gotra-pravara-Nirnaya, Muhurta-Madhavlya, Smrtisangraha, Bratya- 
§tomapaddhati, PahcadasI, JTvanmuktiviveka, Vivarapaprameyasarigraha 
and commentaries ‘anupamaprakasa ’ on 12 principal Upanisads. His other 
works include commentary called DTpika on AV and Mukdka Upani§ad\ 
Brhadaranyaka Vardkasara, SaAkara-Digvijaya and Sarvadarianasangraha. 
One more work i.e. DTpika on the Kaivalya Upanisad, (Ms. at BORI, 
Pune) is ascribed to him by Potter,1 but it is not published.

LAKSMlDHARA (15th century AD)

Laksmldhara is a scholar of Vedanta as evinced by his text known as

1 Potter Karl H. — Encyclopaedia of Indian Philosophers, page 343
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Advaitamakaranda referred to by Potter. His comme ntary found only on 
Aruneyl Upanisadis not available presently.

APPAYYA DlKSITA (c. 17-18th century AD)

He is a Dravid Brahmin of Bharadvaja gotra and fifth son of 
Rangarajadhvarin and grandson of Accan DTksita. He is an elder brother 
of Accan Dlksita and grandfather of Nilakantha DTksita as stated in NCC.1 
His father’s name is Narayana DTksita, who educated him. He completed 
his education at the age of 12. He propagates Advaita philosophy as both 
his father and grandfather were Advaitins, and thus becomes a great 
Acarya of Sahkaracarya’s philosophy. He is a resident of South India and 
a comt-pandita during the reign of Raja ShahajI Bhosle of Tanjore. He 
receives patronage from a number of Kings of South India, due to his 
scholarship and good qualities. To propogate Saivism, he writes Sivarka- 
manidlpika, Sivatattvaviveka, Sivakarnamrta etc. As a result, he attains a 
respectable position in the Srikantha school (Sampradaya). He is famous 
for his contribution to the field of grammar, philosophy as well as poetics. 
He has written 104 books related to the topics like : Advaita Vedanta (6 
books), related to Bhakti (26 books), pertaining to the Visistadvaita 
Philosophy of Ramanujacarya (1017-1137 AD) (5 books), following the 
tradition of Madhvacarya (c. 1300 AD) (2 books), Related to Grammar 
(Naksatravadavali) (1 book), Related to Purvamimamsa (2 books) and 
pertaining to Alankarakastra (3 books). Apart from these books, two 
dramas (.Prakitamanidlpa and Vasumatl-citrasenlya), Apayya Diksita’s 
commentary on Atmopanisadis presently not available.

NARAYANA BHATTA (c. 16th century AD)

According to Potter, Narayana Bhatta has written a commentary on 
Atmcpanisad, which is presently not available. There are two scholars 
bearing the same name, viz., a Mlmamsaka and a Pandita of 
Dharmatastra, while the other is a Vaisnava devout poet. No more 
information is available about him.

NARAYANA Alias (ABHINAVA) NARAYANA SARASWATI
(c. 1710 AD)

According to P. P. S. Shastri,2 Narayana is the grandson of SrTnatha and 
son of Bhattaratnakara as evinced from the colophon of his commentary 
on the Advaita prakaranam. He states :

1 NCC — vol. I, page 197 to 201
2 Shastri P. P. S. — Tanjore Catalogue - vol. Ill, page 1055-56
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Aufrecht (catalogus catalogorum, parti, page 289) refers to Narayana as 
the son of Bhattaratnakara and a pupil of Ramendra SaraswatT. Karl Potter 
refers to Narayana as Narayanendra Saraswatf and as a pupil of 
Kaivalendra Saraswatl.1 2 3

Ramachandra Mishra opines that Narayana was a SaunakTya 
Atharvavedin and though Narayana wrote commentary on the 52 AV 
Upanisads, he personally thinks that AV has 28 Upanisads. This can be 
stated on the basis of his commentary on the Mundakopanisad, where he

I Moreover, from the statements that Narayana
made in the beginning of his commentary on Kenopanisad. (Ksudra- 
grantbasamabare Sadtrinsaiamomata) and the Vasudevopanisad (shudra- 
granthagane) it seems that he must have seen the 108 Upanisad-collection 
of muktika and referred to it as Ksudragrantha samahara or gaga and as no 
Saunaka AV collection has more than 52 Upanisads and that he i.e. 
Narayana had seen the Muktika collection. His birthplace seems to be in 
an area where the Muktika and the second compilation of 52 AV 
Upanisads were current, such possible areas seem to be Maharashtra and 
Gujarat, where both the collections are current. We find three important 
Mss. relating to the second compilation of 52 Upanisads in the Ms. 
Collection of Baroda, i.e. the Ms. of 5 Upanisads, the Ms. of the text of 
second compilation and Ms. of the Narayana’s commentaries on the 
second compilation”. So Ramchandra Mishra surmises that Narayana 
belongs to Gujarat area where SaunakTyas live in large numbers.

Narayana has written commentaries called DTpika on the following 63 
Upanisadi : Atharvasikha, Atharvasiras, Amrtanada or Amrtabindu, 
Atmabodba, Atmavidya or Atma, Aruneya, Bavasya, Aitareya, Kathasruti, 
Katha or Kathaka, Kalisantarana, Kalagnirudra, Krsnatapanlya (same as 
gopalatapanlya), Krsna, Kena, Kaivalya, Kauiltaki, Ksurika, 
GanapatitapinI, Garuda, Garbha, GopalapurvatapinT, GopalottaratapinI, 
Gopicandana, Jabala, Tejobindu, Taittinya, Commentary on 
Sankaracarya’s commentary on Taittinya Upanisad, Dhyanabindu, 
Nadabindu, Narasimhasatcakropanisat, Narayana, NTJarudra, Nrsimha- 
purvatapanlya, NrsimhottaratapinI, Paramabamsa, Pinda, Pragna,

1 Potter Karl — Bibliography of Indian Philosophies, page 328-329
2 Mishra Ramchandra (Thesis) — Some Unpublished Atharvariic Upanisads, page 193
3 National Catalogus Catalogorum - vol 10, Ed.- K. Kunjuni Raja
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Pranagnihotra, Brahmabindu, Brahmavalli, Bnlhmavidya, Brahma, 
Mahanarayana, Maha, Mandukya, Mundaka, Maitreyl, Yogatattva, 
Yogasikha or Sikhopanisad, Rama, Ramatapamya (purva & uttara), Rama- 
rahasya, Varadapurvatapanlya, Vasudeva, Culika, SvetMvatara, Satcakra 
or Narasimha, Sadvaktra, Samnyasa, Sarva, Sarvopanisatsara, Hamsa.

Quotes cited by Narayana

SR.
NO. QUOTATIONS ORIGINAL

SOURCE
\ TpTKliHSira 1 cH^feT

R .....................^ II ST.
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Narayana, as a commentator seems to be well versed in different 
scriptures, Puranas, Itihasa and Tantras along with Pacinian grammar and 
Nirukta as evinced from the quotes he cites in his commentaries on 
various Upanisads, which are from Saihhitas. (RV), Brahmanas. 
(Satapatha), Yoga-Yajnavalkya, Hathayoga-pradlpika and Puranas like 
Skanda, Garuda, Aditya, Agni, Bhavisyottara and Brahma etc. as well as 
from Chandogya Upanisad and Bhagavadgita also. Texts having Tan trie 
elements are also referred by him viz., Prapancasara, Khecan-patala,
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Maharatma etc. Narayana utilises the commentaries ;.>f ^ankaracarya in his 
commentaries on the Mundaka, Pragma, MandUkya with Karika\ Katha, 
Kena, Taittinya and NrsimhapurvatapimT Upanisads. According to P. P. S. 
Shastri1, “He also acknowledges his indebtedness to Sankarananda in his 
commentary on the Aruneyopanisad. He utilises Anandajnana’s 
Bhasyatika in his commentary on the Mandukyopanisad and Gaudapada 
Karikas." Regarding his scholarship as a commentator, Jacob2 opines, 
“Narayana’s annotations are always instructive. He is clearly a man of 
wide reaching prospects for he seems to have been equally at home in the 
literature of the Vedas, Puraiias, Itihasas, and Tantras, in the mysteries of 
Pamimi and in the works elucidating these eight books.”

UPANIJSAD-BRAHMA-YOGI or RAMACANDRENDRA SARASWATI

This celebrated author also known as Sri Ramacandrendra comments on 
the 108 Upamisads according to V.Raghavan.3 As stated by New Catalogus 
Catalogorum,4 Upanisad-Brahma-YogI or Upanisad-Brahmendra-YogT, a 
Saiimyasm writer on Advaita is a Rama-bhakta (devotee of God Rama) 
and a musician, living in Kafici who builds there the Upamisad Brahma 
Matha, on the way to Kailasamatha temple. An incomplete biography of 
the author Upamisad Brahmemdra titled ‘Upamisad Brahma Carita’ is 
printed in Telugu script in 1896 AD by Tiruvellore Raghavacarya, who 
describes himself as great grandson of Upanisad Brahmendra alias 
Ramacandrendra. Dr. S. B. Vamekar5 in Saihskrta Vamgmaya ko4a refers 
to him as Upamisad-brahmama (sammyasim) who lives in Kancfvaram and 
has written commentaries on hundred Upamisads along with Bhagavadglta. 
“He is the only one so far known to have achieved the unique distinction 
of having written commentaries on all the 108 Upamisads which are 
presented in an extremely lucid manner” opines Dr. A. G. Krishnawarrier 
in his introduction to the text : ‘The Sakta Upamisads' translated by him 
on the basis of the commentary of Upanisad-Brahma-YogI. (He is not 
aware of the commentary written by Narayana on 63 Upamisads). As per 
the colophon of his commentary written on Sarvopanisad he is the disciple 
of £rl Vasudevemdra:

Phi i

1 Shastri P. P. S. — Tanjore Catalogue, vol. Ill, page 1054
2 Jacob G. A. — Eleven Atharvana Upanisads. Page 2
3 V. Raghavan (Article) — ‘Upanisad-Brahma-YogI, His Life and Works’. Journal of Music 

Academy, vol. 29, page 113-50, Madras, 1956.
4 Raghavan V. — New Catalogus Catalogorum, Vol. II, page 363-364
5 Vamekar S. B. — Samskrta Vangmaya KoSa
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FfllSW II

According to V. Raghavan, his name before samnyasa is Sivarama. As a 
samnyasin and a pupil of Vasudevendra, he is first known as 
Ramacandrendra and on completion of the commentaries on the 108 
Upanisads, he came to be known as Upanisad Brahmendra. As it is rightly 
pointed out by Dr. Raghavan, “Upanisad-brahma-yogin must have got this 
name after accepting the sarimyasadrama”. Manuscripts of the author’s 
works are found in his matha (Indological centre) at Kanci, Adyar library, 
Govt. Mss. Library, Madras and Oriental library, Mysore and in stray 
cases in a few libraries outside South India.

He has written commentaries on 108 Upanisach, major as well as minor, 
viz. : Advayataraka, Amrtanada, Amrtabindu, Ksurika, Tejobindu, 
Darsana, Tridikhlbrahmaya, Dhyanabindu, Nadabindu, Padupatabrahma, 
Brahmavidya, Mandalabrahmana, Mahavakya, Yogakundall, 
Yogacudamani, Yogatattva, Yogasikha, Varaha, Sandilya, Hamsa, Aksi, 
Adhyatma, Annapurna, Atmabodha, Atma, Ekaksara, Kausltakibrahmana, 
Garbha, Niralamba, Paingala, Pranagnihotra, Mantrika, Maha, Muktika, 
Mudgala, MaitrayanI, Vajrasucika, Sanraka, Sukarahasya, Siirya, 
Sarvopanisatsara, Savitn, Subala, Skanda, Avyakta, Kalisamtarana, Krsna, 
Garuda, Gopalatapinl, Tarasara, Dattatreya, Narayana, RamatapinI, 
Ramarabasya, Tripadavibhutimabanarayana, Nfsimhatapini, Vasudeva, 
Hayagriva, Aksamalika, Atharvadikha, Ganapati, Jabala, Daksinamurti, 
Pancabrabma, Brbajjabala, Bbasmajabala, Rudrahrdaya, Rudraksajabala, 
Sarabha, Svetasvatara, Tripura, Tripuratapinl, Devi, Bahvrca, Bhavana, 
Sarasvatlrahasya, SIta, Saubhagyalaksmi, Avadbuta, Aruni, Katharudra, 
Kundika, Turlyatltavadhuta, Naradaparivrajaka, Nirvana, Parabrahma, 
Paramabamsa, Paramahamsa-Parivrajaka, Brahma, Bbiksuka, Maitreyl, 
Yajnavalkya, Satyayanlya, Sarbnyasa, 16a, Katba, Aitareya, Kena, 
Bfhadaranyaka, Cbandogya, Mandukya, Mundaka, Pradna and Taittirlya 
Upanisads. His works are by three names viz. Ramacandrendra, Upanisad- 
Brahma-Yogi and Upanisad Brahmendra.

C. %SWCf:
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x. x%. '^1 i di ci -* n a <—

5.
3.

3RT:y uMtq^Pd:

3idm«rataftNfe<wi^
H. "3%WRi°r^F: /

*w

1wnr^
^ o. l^rnFftcnf^w^ 

rx. ^f'ttay’TT

^: 
?*. ^q^N^pmwf 

. qwIwf%^RiqR^T

3V imjfldrafw: 

^Vs.TPTcRf3^?:

V9. IWril 
C. SjlKxjpqH,
%. l^^flclINcKuiH,
? o. ^Tf^ftwf^cRurn.
xx ^j^Riaindil^cRui^

xr.

r$. yWcHlHNfe:
X*\. WIW«J|cj(^j<u|^

x%.
feRor^

V*.

xc. wNIterahFfiw-

^.iirawfraiter-

*ft:

%5RR!ff:

3R. inraTwsf^wRm- 
■'f-il‘'}P&«bl 

^.TPPftgT

qlwiwrai:

^.f^nj^rapftcrr

^.■f^o^NncfhrfftwT
'Sftf.
'<p\.

^£VS>.'
'u. ^^spfhnfww^

V».'
«\V 
<\V 
H3.
H*. ^eqtftfrfo'srcppi 
KH. ^wcerri^TEnrqRwt

/ ^rfTC-^rn-%ft

*. WtTRTl^RlT^TW- u. web^ts^

f rr- n

(*nrrf«r) V\. fe^pr^frRFcPF^
3. flMtTO: s. woftcnsqreqT
$. RmrlccINqeb: (3T?fwf^F) vjmicjlrt:
*. Ro^HIHWcbldHH, *°- fq^mwrmFf^- **». 1*?s^Rrwflf^Rr-

**• XX. W3fWefWfo: X&. *<Til^Hi^fci3ch'ifti:
vs. wntci^#^
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Quotes cited bv Upanisad-Brahma-Yogl

SR.
NO. QUOTATIONS ORIGINAL

SOURCE
X 3Rig#gg*pi 1 WSPCPR

X aD^r^ui ^raf '^ieRi^urui! i tffcn ^r.
3 <ra Mtcn gifctfcn i m. 3g.-3.U.S
X SMKWfwf tent I

H 8|0|«RW % TR; I a^TJTIjf m 6.x

$ WPTflr 1 SR^jarf w.gg.-^.ti.vs, ^.%.x,
*k-XV3

\9 sflc^i til -aim to# g "4# to# i 3Fprf^ m. -ag.-^.u^
6 3gr##<? g^f i ghn «5T.
% ^w( i *5T.
X° antriU* w$ i aisrrprf

XX ton# tos# wtoi^g^^nMI# i irerara «[f^. '^g.-'jf.'tf.^o

XX
/

aw W wi 1%s*j: ’^m I 3?WT°lf
WX.X- (ara W)

X* ............. ^ * Tjc^ , tt^RTSRT t.gg.-^.^, ^.x°.v

xv TT v ^ WH arn^: I <SM\vif ffxT<tg

V\ ¥sf #«[ ^cM^hwhRj I v^kji

x$ gn4i trj: ^iCliirm i aisr«£«rf

V9 ^ yprpi »#wi i ghn #crr.^g.-if.?H

xc ¥*ra> i|jq< irtira^r to spf: i

x% g»ifftorf"l ... toqTSSxtR: it ‘3W^

x° yi^tl wr gs##Tfg g«j# i ar^if g.gt.-kA(^)

-XX mv % /v. * rSITFrfHtR^fTmcf ^4H, 1 g.gt .<£.*?
XX g^f: *Nt 1 ^Ttf! V.tft.XhH
X3 ^T<J**#5$K VJ^cl 1 %or<r*l g.#UK.^
XV W«I 4ltlHI«#g 1 H^NicM 3TFt.#l ^£t-U.^.3

X<\ r -v . .atof? otrwhhvs

x$ *pf «to<{ i apfPjpif toRT.Bg.-*.3
X* gn^ftiftw g i ^.g.gT.gg.-^.^
X6 gs*i(aRy>gupji=f g tor# i ’^R.'iT.'gg.-^ A
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iWI¥, sTp 1 3*sP£>ff

3° HjjMfdRTbHupira 1 fasSftl 1
3* &ra: 'riiR-ral w 1 ■& rr m ttct — ? bM.’i.ll.Oi, S*T
33 WtlSSfqi ^ 1 WSOT

33 if ^ 31 sjeilrl 1 HtSfdl+M
3* m: R^lPldJT«fk' . . H
3H

3* df*wf«, m 1

We find Upanisad-Brahma-Yogi illustrating from Rgveda among the 
Vedic texts and from Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, Taittirlya, Katha, 
Mundaka and Svetaivatara among the major Upani$ads; also from 
Gaudapadakarika on the Mandukya Upanisad and from Subala, Kausltaki- 
brahmana, Tripadamahanarayana, Niralamba, Tejabindu, Mahavakya, 
Citti, Laksml, Maha, Annapurna and Sltopanisads among the minor 
Upanisads of different Vedic Samhitas. He often refers to Bhagavadglta 
also. Even we find stray references to Apastamba Sauta Sutras - 
Arthasamgraha of LaugaksI Bhaskara and Smrti literature.

From the above data it can be surmised that commentator Upanisad- 
Brahma-Yogi is a versatile scholar, especially well-versed in Vedantic or 
Upanisadic literature, also having a fair knowledge of Dharmafastras.
SADA&VA (SARASWATl or BRAHMENDRA) (mid 18th century)

He belongs to the mid 18th century as stated by Potter,1 and V. 
Krishnamacharya2. He has written commentaries named DTpika on 
Amftabindu and Kaivalya Upanisads whose manuscripts are available at 
Oriental Institute, Baroda. He writes the original commentary on Kaivalya 
Upanisad in Telugu, which is published.

ADVAITANANDATIRTHA Alias RAMANANDATIRTHA (1762 AD)

We find four works ascribed to him, viz. Advaitanandakhan {paiicopani- 
sattatparyadlpikarupa), Upanyasa, Purusasukta-vyakhya and Brabmasutra- 
tatparyadlpika (which is printed in Madras). Apart from these, he has 
written a commentary called Tatparyadlpika on the Taittirlya Upanisad, 
which is published. No more information is available about him.

1 Potter Karl — Bibliography, page 342
2 V. Krishnamacharya — Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts, Adyar Library
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Conclusion :

Thus, looking to the available data of commentators, it can be concluded 
that although there are ten commentators in all, who have written 
commentaries on different minor Upanisads, of A V undertaken for study; 
the available published commentaries on these minor Upanisads ate found 
mainly of Sahkarananda, Abhinava-Narayana SarasvatT and Upanisad- 
Brahma-Yogl.

Sahkarananda elucidates the points in an apt manner using minimum 
possible words to explain the subject. He quotes from Samhitas, 
Brahmana literature, Bhagavadgita and Dharma as well as Grhya-sutrm. 
Narayana, a versatile scholar, quotes from Rgveda, Satapatha-Brahmana 
and Chandogya and Katha Upanisack, as well as from Bhagavadgita. One 
or two citations are also from Nirukta of Yaska, Astadhyayi of Panini and 
Yogasutras of Patanjali. Moreover, his study pertaining to Hatba-yoga is 
highlighted through his quotes from especially the seventh chapter of 
Yoga-Yajnavalkya, first and third chapters of Hatha-Yoga-Pradipika and 
the second chapter of Garuda Purana. He also cites from Puranas like 
Visnu and Vayu. Thus, Narayana impresses us as an erudite scholar well 
versed in the different fields of Indology.

Unlike Narayana, Upanisad-Brahma-YogI quotes more from major and 
minor Upanisads like Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, Taittinya, Katha, 
Mundaka, §veta$vatara, Subala, Kausitaki-Brahmana, Tripada-
Mahanarayana, Niralamba, Citti, Laksmi and Mahopanisack. Moreover, he 
also cites from Bhagavadgita and Apastamba-Srauta-Sutras,
Arthasahgraha of Laugak§I-Bhaskara.

Thus, the commentaries of these three scholars are commendable as they 
shed light on various metaphysical topics, which are discussed by me in 
respective chapters in the present thesis.


